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NINTH   REPORT 

PIOM  THE  SELECT  COmflTTSJB  (oP  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMOITS)  APFOXirTED  TO  TAXE 
IHTO  CONSIDERATION  THE  STATE  OP  THE  ADMINISTRATIOIT  OP  JUSTICE  IIT  THE 
PROVINCES  OP  BEN6AI.,  BAHAR,  AVD  ORIS8A,  AND  TO  REPORT  THE  SAME,  AS  IT 
SHALL  APPEAR  TO  THEM,  TO  THE  HOUSE,  WITH  THEIR  OB8ERYATION8  THERE- 
UPON; AND  WHO  WERE  INSTRUCTED  TO  CONSIDER  HOW  THE  BRITISH  POSSESSION! 
IN  THE  EAST  INDIES  MAT  BE  HELD  AND  GOVERNED  WITH  THE  GREATEST  SECO- 
RITT  AND  ADVANTAGE  TO  THIS  COUNTRY,  AND  BY  WHAT  MEANS  THE  HAPPINESI 
OP  THE  NATIVE  INHABITANTS   MAY   BE  BEST   BROMOTED. — (25   JUNE,    178S.) 

I.— OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  STATE  OP  THE  to  remand  them  back  to  that  obscurity,  my** 

company's  appairs  in  INDIA.  tery,  and  intrigue,  out  of  which  they  have 

been  forced  upon  publick  notice,  by  the  cala- 
In  order  to  enable  the  house  to  adopt  the  mities  arising  from  their  extreme  mismanage- 
most  proper  means  for  regulating  the  British  ment.  This  mismanagement  has  itself  (as 
gorenunent  in  India,  and  for  promoting  the  your  committee  conceive)  in  a  great  measure 
happiness  of  the  natives,  who  live  under  its  arisen  from  dark  cabals,  and  secret  sugges- 
aathority  or  influence,  your  committee  hold  tions  to  p^-sons  in  power,  without  a  regular 
it  expedient  to  collect  into  distinct  points  of  publick  inquiry  into  Uie  good  or  evil  tendency 
view  the  circumstances  by  which  that  govern-  of  any  measure,  or  into  the  merit  or  demerit 
nent  appears  to  them  to  be  most  essentially  of  any  person  intrusted  with  the  company'i 
disordered;  and  to  explain  fully  the  principles  concerns. 

of  policy,  and  the  course  of  conduct,  by  which  The  plan  adopted  by  your  committee,  is, 

the  natives  of  all  ranks  and  orders  have  been  First,    To  consider  the  law  regulating  the 

reduced  to  their  present  state  of  depression  East-India  Company,  as  it  now  stands ;  and, 

lad  misery.  Secondly,  To  inquire  into  the  circumstances 

Tour  committee  have  endeavoured  to  per-  of  the  two  great  links  of  connexion,  by  which 

Ibrm  this  task  in  plain  and  popular  language,  the  territorial  possessions  in  India  are  united 

knowing  that  nothing  has  alienated  the  house  to  this  kingdom ;    namely,  the   company*s 

from  inquiries,  absolutely  necessary  for  the  commerce ;    and  the  government   exercised 

peribrmance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of  under  the  charter,  and  under  acts  of  parlia- 

all  its  duties,  so  much  as  the  technical  Ian-  ment.     The  last  of  these  objects,  the  com- 

fuageofthecompany's  records;  as  the  Indian  merce,  is  taken  in  two  points  of  view,  the 

Dames  of  persons,  of  offices,  of  the  tenure  and  extemaly  ot  the  direct  trade  between  India  and 

qualities  o^  estates,  and  of  all  the  varied  bran-  Europe ;  and  the  intemalf  that  is  to  say,  the 

dies  of  their  intricate  revenue.     This  Ian-  trade  of  Bengal  in  all  the  articles  of  produce 

guage  is  indeed  of  necessary  use  in  the  exe-  and  manu&cture,  which  furnish  the  company's 

cntive  departments  of  the  company's  affairs ;  investment. 

bat  it  is  not  necessary  to  parliament.    A  Ian-  The  govemmmit  is  considered  by  yonr  com- 

gnage,  so  foreign  from  all  the  ideas  and  habits  mittee  under  the  like  descriptions  of  internal 

of  the  fitf  greater  part  of  the  members  of  this  and  external.    The  internal  regards  the  com- 

hoose  has  a  tendency  to  disgost  them  with  all  munication  between  the  court  of  directcurs  and 

sorts  of  inquiry  concerning  this  subject.  They  their  servants  in  India ;  the  management  of 

tre  &tifaed  mto  such  a  despair  of  ever  ob-  the  revenue ;  the  expenditure  of  publick  mo- 

taining  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  transao-  ney ;  the  civil  administration ;  the  adminis« 

tioDs  in  India,  that  they  are  easily  persuaded  tration  of  justice:  and  the  state  of  the  army. 
Vol.  m.— I 


4  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

The  exteraal  regards,  first,  the  conduct  and  any  mode  of  patronage  in  tlieir  appointment, 

maxims  of  the  company's  government  with  The  caase  must  be  sought  elsewhere, 

respect  to  the  native  princes  and  people  depen-  The  act  had  in  its  view  (independently  of 

dent  on  the  British   authority :    and  next,  several  detached  regulations)  five  Amdamen- 

the  proceedings  with  regard  to  those  native  tal  objects  : 

powers,  which  are  wholly  independent  of  the  1st.  The  reformation  of  the  court  <^  pro- 
company.     But  your  committee's  observa-  prietors  of  the  East-India  Company  : 
tions  on  the  last  division  extend  to  those  mat-  2dly.  A  new  model  of  the  court  of  direc- 
ters  only,  which  are  not  comprehended  in  the  tors,  and  an  enforcement  of  their  authority 
report  of  the  committee  of  secrecy.     Under  over  the  servants  abroad  : 
these  heads  your  committee  refer  to  the  most  Sdly.  The  establishment  of  a  court  of  jus- 
leading  particulars  of  abuse,  which  prevail  in  tice  capable  of  protecting  the  natives  firom  the 
the  administration  of  India ;  deviating  only  oppressions  of  British  subjects  : 
from  this  order,  where  the  abuses  are  of  a  com-  4thly.  The    establishment    of  a    general 
plicated  nature,  and  where  one  cannot  be  well  council  to  be  seated  in  Bengal,  whose  autho- 
considered,  independently  of  several  others.  rity  should  in  many  particulars,  extend  over 

Your  committee  observe,  that  this  is  the  all  the  British  settlements  in  India : 

■eccHid  attempt  made  by  parliament  for  the  6thly.  To  furnish  the  ministers  of  the  crown 

reformation    of  abuses    in    the    company's  with  constant  information  coBceming  the  whole 

government.     It  appears,  therefore,  to  them  of  the  company's  correspondence  with  India, 

a  necessary  preliminary  to  this  second  «n-  in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  inspect 

dertakingf  to  consider  the  causes  tohichf  in  the  conduct  of  the  directors  and  servants,  and 

^eir  opinion f  have  produced  the  failure  of  the  to  watch  over  the  execution  of  all  parts  of  the 

first ;  that  the  defects  of  the  original  plan  may  act ;  that  they  might  be  fbmished  with  matter 

be  supplied,  its  errors  corrected,  and  such  to  lay  before  parliament  fi-om  time  to  time, 

useful  regulations,  as  were  then  adopted,  may  according  as  the  state  of  things  should  render 

bo  further  explained,  enlarged,  and  enforced,  regulation  or  animadversion  necessary. 

The  first  design  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  The  first  object  of  the  policy  of  this  act  was  to 
the  session  of  the  year  1773.  In  that  year,  improve  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  pro- 
parliament,  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  prietors.  In  this  case,  as  in  almost  all  the  rest, 
afiairs  of  India,  through  two  of  its  commit-  the  remedy  was  not  applied  directly  to  the  dis- 
tees,  collected  a  very  great  body  of  details  ease.  The  complaint  was,  that  factions  in  the 
concerning  the  interiour  oeconomy  of  the  court  of  proprietors  had  shown,  in  several  in- 
company's  possessions ;  and  concerning  many  stances,  a  disposition  to  support  the  servants 
particulars  of  abuse  which  prevailed  at  the  of  the  company  against  the  just  coercion  and 
time  when  those  committees  made  their  am-  legal  prosecution  of  the  directors.  Instead  of 
pie  and  instructive  reports.  But  it  does  not  applying  a  corrective  to  the  distemper,  a 
appear  that  the  body  of  regulations  enacted  change  was  proposed  in  the  constitution.  By 
in  that  year,  that  is,  in  the  East-India  act  of  this  reform  it  was  presumed,  that  an  interest 
the  thirteenth  of  his  majesty's  reign,  were  would  arise  in  the  general  court,  more  inde- 
ultogether  grounded  on  that  information ;  but  pendent  in  itself,  and  more  connected  with  the 
were  adopted  rather  on  probable  speculations,  commercial  prosperity  of  the  company.  U»- 
and  general  ideas  of  good  policy  and  good  der  the  new  constitution,  no  proprietor  not 
government.  New  estsJslishments,  civil  and  possessed  of  a  thousand  poundb  capital  stock 
judicial,  were  therefore  formed  at  a  very  great  was  permitted  to  vote  in  the  general  court ; 
expense,  and  with  much  complexity  of  consti-  before  the  act,  five  hundred  pounds  was  a 
tution.  Checks  and  counter-checks  of  all  sufficient  qualification  for  one  vote ;  and  no 
kinds  were  contrived  in  the  execution,  as  value  gave  more.  But  as  the  lower  classes 
well  as  in  the  formation  of  this  system,  in  were  disabled,  the  power  was  increased  in  the 
which  all  the  existing  authorities  of  this  king-  higher  :  Proprietors  of  three  thousand  pounds 
dom  had  a  share  :  for  parliament  appointed  were  allowed  two  votes ;  those  of  six  thou- 
tbe  members  of  the  presiding  part  of  the  new  sand  were  entitled  to  three;  ten  thousemd 
establishment ;  the  crown  appointed  the  judi-  pounds  was  made  the  qualification  for  four, 
cial,  and  the  company  preserved  the  nomina-  The  votes  were  thus  regulated  in  the  scale 
tion  of  the  other  officers.  So  that  if  the  act  and  gradation  of  property.  On  this  scale,  and 
has  not  fully  answered  its  purposes,  the  fail-  on  some  provisions  to  prevent  occasional 
ure  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  want  of  officers  qualifications  and  splitting  of  votes,  the  whole 
of  every  description,  or  to  the  deficienqr  oC  r^rmation  rested. 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  ft 

Serenl  essential  points,  bowerer,  seem  to  most  amel  and  wanton  ravages  of  all  tilt 
faave  been  omitted  or  misunderstood.  No  regu-  neighbouring  countries  by  holding  oat,  and  Sot 
latioB  was  made  to  abolidi  the  pernicious  cus-  a  time  actually  realizing,  additions  of  rareniM 
torn  oT  Toting  by  baUot ;  by  means  of  which,  to  the  territorial  fimds  of  the  company,  Mai 
,  acts  o(  the  hi^est  concern  to  the  company,  great  quantities  of  valuable  goods  to  their  ia- 
asd  to  the  state,  might  be  done  by  individuaJs     vestment. 

wi^  p«iect  impunity ;  and  even  the  body  it-         But  this  consideration  of  mere  itMv>nMf^ 
■elf  mi^t  be  siAtjected  to  a  fiMrfeiture  of  all  its     (whatever  weight  it  might  have,)  could  not  be 
privileges  for  de&ults  of  persons,  who,  so  fiu:     the  first  object  of  a  proprietor  in  a  body  se 
from  being  under  controul,  could  not  be  so    circurastan^.     The  East-India  Company  is 
much  as  koown  in  any  mode  of  leg&I  cogni-    not,  like  the  Bank  of  England,  a  mere  moneyed 
zance.    Nothing  was  done,  or  aftempted,  to    society  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  preservatioa 
prerent  the  operation  of  the  interest  (^delin-    or  improvement  of  their  capital ;  and,  there- 
qutgxL  servants  of  the  company  in  the  general     fore,  every  attempt  to  regulate  it  upon  the 
court,  by  which  they  might  even  come  to  be     same  principles  must  inevitably  fail.    Whea 
their  own  judges ;  and  in  ^ect,  under  an-     it  is  considered  that  a  certain  share  in  the 
other  description,  to  become  masters  in  that     stock  gives  a  share  in  the  government  of  so 
body,  which  ou^  to  govern  them.    Nw  was     vast  an  empire,  with  such  a  boundless  patron- 
anj  thing  provided  to  secure  the  independency     age,  civil,  military,  marine,  conmiercial,  and 
of  the  proprietory  body  fircmi  the  various  exte-     financial,  in  every  department  of  which  such 
rioar  interests,  by  which  it  might  be  disturb-     fortunes  have  been  made  as  could  be  made  no 
ed,  and  (fiverted  Grom  the  conversation  of  that     where  else,  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive 
peconiary  ooocem,  which  thoact  laid  down  as     that  capitals,  fkr  superiour  to  any  qualifica- 
the  sole  security  for  preventing  a  collusion     tions  appointed  to  proprietors,   or  even  to 
between  the  general  court  and  the  powerful     directors,  would  readily  be  laid  out  for  a  par- 
delinquent  servants  in  India.     The  whole  of    ticipation  in  that  power.     The  Indian  pro- 
the  regulations  concerning  the  court  of  pro-     prietor,  therefore,  will  always  be,  in  the  first 
prieLon  relied  upon  two  principles,  which     instance,  a  politician ;  and  the  bolder  his  en- 
hare  often  proved  &llaciou8 ;  namely,  that     terprize,  and  the  more  corrupt  his  views,  the 
small  numbers  were  a  security  against  fiiction     less  will  be  his  consideration  of  the  price  to 
and  disorder ;  and,  that  integrity  of  conduct     be  paid  for  compassing  them.     The  new  regu- 
woald  follow  the  greater  property.    In  no     lations  did  not  reduce  the  number  so  low  as 
case  could  these  principles  be  less  depended    not  to  leave  the  assembly  still  liable  to  all  the 
upon  than  in  the  affairs  of  the  East-India     disorder,  which  might  be  supposed  to  arise 
Company.     However,  by  wholly  cutting  off    from  multitude.    But,  if  the  principle  had 
the  lower,  and  adding  to  the  power  of  the     been  well  established  and  well  executed,  a 
hitler  classes,  it  was  supposed  that  the  high-     much  greater  inconveniency  grew  out  of  the 
er  woold  keep  their  money  in  that  fund  to     reform  than  that  which  had  attended  the  old 
Bake  profit ;  thattiie  vote  would  be  a  second-     abuse ;  for  if  tumult  and  disorder  be  lessened 
ary  consideration,  and  no  more  than  a  guard     by  reducing  the  number  of  proprietors,  private 
to  the  proper^ ;  and  that  therefore  any  abuse,     cabal  and  intrigue  are  facilitated,  at  least  in  an 
nhich  tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their     equal  degree ;  and  it  is  cabal  and  corruption, 
stodc,  would  be  warmly  resented  by  such     rather  than  disorder  and  conflisi<H3,  that  was 
proprietors.  most  to  be  dreaded  in  transacting  the  affairs 

If  the  ill  effects  of  every  misdemeanour  in  of  India.  Whilst  the  votes  of  the  smaller 
the  company's  servants'  were  to  be  immediate j  proprietors  continued,  a  door  was  left  open 
and  had  a  tendoicy  to  lower  the  value  of  the  for  the  publick  sense  to  enter  into  that  society : 
stock,  something  might  justly  be  expected  since  that  door  has  been  closed,  the  proprie- 
from  the  pecuniary  security  taken  by  the  act.  tory  has  become  (even  more  than  fcnrmerly) 
But  firom  the  then  state  of  things,  it  was  more  an  aggregate  of  private  interests,  which  sub- 
than  probable,  that  proceedings,  ruinous  to  sist  at  the  expanse  of  the  collective  body. 
the  permanent  interest  of  the  company,  might  At  the  mommkt  of  this  revolution  in  the  pro- 
commence  in  great  lucrative  advantages,  prietory,  as  it  might  naturally  be  expected. 
Against  this  eril,  large  pecuniary  interests  those  who  had  either  no  very  particular  inte- 
were  rather-  the  reverse  of  a  remedy.  Ac-  rest  in  their  vote,  or  but  a  petty  object  to  pur- 
cordingly,  the  company's  servants  bstve  ever  sue,  immediately  disqualified ;  but,  those  who 
since  covered  over  the  worst  oppressions  <^  were  deeply  interested  in  the  company's 
the  people  onder  tiMSir  goveminent,  and  the     patronage ;  those  who  were  concerned  in  the 
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flopply  of  ships  and  of  the  other  innumerable  or  professions  of  men,  or  of  the  election  to 
objects  required  for  their  immense  establish-  office  by  one  authority,  rather  than  another, 
ments  ;  those  who  were  engaged  in  contracts  The  second  object  of  the  act  was  the  court 
with  the  treasury,  admiralty,  and  ordnance,  of  directors.  Under  the  arrangement  of  the 
together  with  the  clerks  in  publick  offices,  year  177S,  that  court  appear«l  to  have  its 
found  means  of  securing  qualifications  at  the  authority  much  strengthened.  It  was  made 
enlarged  standard.  All  these  composed  a  less  dependent  than  formerly  upon  its  con- 
much  greater  proportion  than  formerly  they  stituents  the  proprietory.  The  duraticm  of 
had  done  of  the  proprietory  body.  the  directors  in  office  was  rendered  more  per- 

A  gainst  the  great,  predominant,  radical  manent,  and  the  tenure  itself  diversified  by  a 
corruption  of  the  court  of  proprietors,  the  varied  and  intricate  rotation.  At  the  same 
raising  of  the  qualification  proved  no  sort  of  time  their  authority  was  held  high  over  their 
remedy.  The  return  of  the  compan]r's  ser-  servants  of  all  descriptions  ;  and  the  only  rule 
vants  into  Europe  poured  in  a  constant  sup-  prescribed  to  the  council  general  of  Bengal, 
ply  of  proprietors,  whose  ability  to  purchase  in  the  exercise  of  the  large  and  ill-defioaed 
the  highest  qualifications  for  themselves,  their  powers  given  to  them,  was,  that  they  were 
agents  and  dependents,  could  not  be  dubious,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  ordws  of  the  court 
And  this  latter  description  form  a  very  con-  of  directcM^.  As  to  the  court  of  directors 
siderable,  and  by  far  the  most  active  and  effi-  itself,  it  was  left  with  very  little  regulation, 
cient  part  of  that  body.  To  add  to  the  votes,  The  custom  of  ballot,  infinitely  the  most  mis- 
which  is  adding  to  the  power,  in  proportion  to  chiovous  in  a  body  possessed  of  all  the  ordi- 
the  wealth  of  men,  whose  very  offences  were  nary  executive  powers,  was  still  left ;  and 
supposed  to  consist  in  acts  which  lead  to  the  your  committee  have  found  the  ill  effects  of 
acquisition  of  enormous  riches,  appears  by  no  this  practice  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries, 
means  a  well-considered  method  of  checking  Nothing  was  done  to  oblige  the  directors  to 
rapacity  and  oppression.  In  proportion  as  attend  to  tho  promotion  of  their  servants  ac- 
these  interests  prevailed,  the  means  of  cabal,  cording  to  their  rank  and  merits.  In  judging 
of  concealment,  and  of  corrupt  confederacy,  of  those  merits,  nothing  was  done  to  bind 
became  far  more  easy  than  before.  Accord-  them  to  any  observation  of  what  appeared  on 
ingly,  there  was  no  fault  with  respect  to  the  their  record.  Nothing  was  done  to  compel 
company's  government  over  its  servants,  them  to  prosecution  or  complaint  where  de- 
charged  or  chargeable  on  the  general  court  as  linquency  became  visible.  The  act  indeed 
it  originally  stood,  of  which,  since  the  reform,  prescribed,  that  no  servant  of  the  company 
it  has  not  been  notoriously  guilty.  It  was  abroad  should  be  eligible  into  the  direction 
not  therefore  a  matter  of  surprise  to  your  com-  until  two  years  afler  his  return  to  England, 
mittee,  that  the  general  court,  so  composed,  But  as  this  regulation  rather  presumes  than 
has  at  length  grown  to  such  a  degree  dC  con-  provides  for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  a 
tempt,  bo^  of  its  duty,  and  of  the  permanent  very  ordinary  neglect  in  the  court  of  directors 
interest  of  the  whole  corporation,  as  to  put  it-  might  easily  defeat  it,  and  a  short  remission 
self  into  open  defiance  of  the  salutary  admoni-  might  in  this  peurticular  operate  as  a  total  in- 
tions  of  this  house,  given  for  the  purpose  of  demnity.  In  fadf  however,  the  servants  have 
asserting  and  enforcing  the  legal  autiiority  of  of  late  seldom  attempted  a  seat  in  the  direc- 
their  own  body  over  their  own  servants.  tion ;  an  attempt  which  might  possibly  rouse 

The  fiiilure  in  this  part  of  the  reform  of  a  dormant  spirit  of  inquiry ;  but  satisfied 

177S  is  not  stated  by  your  committee  as  re-  with  an  interest  in  the  proprietory,  they  have, 

commending  a  return  to  the  antient  constitu-  through  that  name,  brou^t  the  (tirection  very 

tion  of  the  company,  whidi  was  nearly  as  for  mudi  under  their  own  controul. 

as  the  new  firom  containing  any  principle  tend-  As  to  the  general  authority  of  the  court  of 

ing  to  the  prevention  or  remedy  of  abuses ;  but  Directors,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that 

to  point  out  the  probable  foilnre  of  any  future  on  the  whole,  it  was  somewhat  degraded  by 

regulations,  which  do  not  apply  directly  to  the  the  act,  whose  professed  purpose  ^'as  to  exalt 

grievance,  but  which  may  be  taken  up  as  ex-  it ;  aoid  that  the  only  effect  c^  the  parliamen- 

periments  to  ascertain  theories  of  the  opera-  tary  sanction  to  their  orders  has  been,  that 

lions'  of  coimcils  formed  of  greater  or  lesser  aUmg  with  those  orders,  the  law  of  the  land 

numbers,  or  such  as  shall  be  composed  of  men  has  been  despised  and  trampled  under  foot, 

of  more  or  less  opulence,  or  of  interests  of  The  directors  were  not  suffered  either  to 

newer  or  longer  standing,  or  concerning  the  nominate  or  to  remove  those  whom  they  wore 

dlitrlbDtion  <»  power  to  varioiMi  daioriptkiis  enpowwed  to  ioftroct :  flon  masters  they 
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w«re  redtieed  to  the  ■ituation  of  complauH  ed.    Tho  bufibrer  (the  Rajah  Nundcomai') 

•Bts ;  a  situation,  the  imbecility  of  which  no  appears,  at  the  very  time  of  this  extraordinaiy 

laws  or  regulations  could  wholly  alter ;  and  prosecution,  a  discoverer  of  some  particulara 

when  the  directors  were  afterwards  restored  of  illicit  gain  then  charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings, 

in  some  degree  to  their  antient  power,  on  the  the  govemour-general.    Although,  in  ordina- 

eipiration  of  the  lease  given  to  their  principal  ry  cases,  and  in  some  lesser  instances  of 

servants,  it  became  impossible  for  them  to  grievance,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  court 

recover  any  degree  of  their  antient  respect,  has  done  its  duty,  and  has  been,  as  every  court 

even  if  they  had  not,  in  the  mean  time,  been  must  be,  of  some  service ;  yet  one  example  of 

M  modelled,  as  to  be  entirely  free  from  all  this  kind  must  do  more  towards  deterring  the 

ud)ition  of  that  sort.  natives  from  complaint,  and   consequently 

From  that  period,  the  orders  of  the  court  from  the  means  of  redress,  than  many  deci- 

of  directors  became  so  habitually  despised  by  sions  favourable  to  them,  in  the  ordinary 

their  servants  abroad,  and  at  length  to  be  so  course  of  proceeding,  can  do  for  their  encour- 

little  regarded  even  by  themselves,  that  this  agement  and  relief.    So  &r  as  your  commitp- 

contempt  of  orders  forms  almost  the  whole  tee  have  been  able  to  discover,  the  court  has 

subject  matter  of  the  voluminous  reports  of  two  been  generally  terrible  to  the  natives,  and  has 

of  your  committees.     If  any  doufai,  however,  distracted  the  government  of  the  company, 

remains  concerning  the  cause  of  this  fatal  de-  without  substantially  reforming  any  one  of  its 

cline  of  the  authority  of  the  court  o(  directors,  abuses. 

DO  doubt  whatsoever  can  remain  of  the  fact        This  court,  which  in  its  constitution  seems^ 

itself,  nor  of  the  total  fiulure  of  one  of  the  not  to  have  had  sufficiently  in  view  theneces- 

great  leading  regulations  c^  the  act  of  1773.  sities  of  the  people,  for  whose  relief  it  was  in- 

The  third  object  was  a  new  judicial  ar-  tended,  and  was,  or  thought  itself  bound,  in 

raDgement ;  the  chief  purpose  of  which  was,  some  instances,  to  too  strict  an  adherence  to 

to  ferm  a  strong  and  solid  security  for  the  the  forms  and  rules  of  English  practice,  in 

natives,  against  the  wrongs  and  oppressions  others  was  framed  upon  principles  perhaps  too 

of  British  subjects  resident  in  Bengal.    An  remote  from  the  constitution  of  English  tribu- 

operose  and  expensive  establishment  of  a  su-  nals.     By  the  usual  course  of  English  prac- 

preme  court  was  made,  and  charged  upon  the  tice,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  redress  to  be 

revenues  of  the  country.     The  cWter  of  jus-  obtained  against  oppressions  of  power  is  by 

tice  was  by  the  act  lefl  to  the  crown,  as  well  process  in  the  nature  of  civil  actions.    In 

as  the  appointment  of  the  magistrates.     The  these,  a  trial  by  jury  is  a  necessary  part, 

defect  in  the  institution  seemed  to  be  this ;  with  regard  to  the  finding  the  offence,  and  to 

that  no  rule  was  laid  down,  either  in  the  act  the  assessment  of  the  damages.    Both  these 

or  the  <diarter,  by  which  the  court  was  to  were,  in  the  charter  of  justice,  lefl  entirely  to 

judge.     No  descriptions  of  offenders  or  spe-  the  judges.    It  was  presumed,  and  not  wholly 

des  of  delinquency  were  properly  ascertain-  without  reason,  that  the  British  subjects  were 

ed  according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  or  to  liable  to  fall  into  factions  and  combinations,  in 

the  prevalent  mode  (^  abuse.    Provision  was  <nrder  to  support  themselves  in  the  abuses  of 

made  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  an  authority,  of  which  every  man  might,  in 

remotest  part  of  Hindostan,  as  if  it  were  a  his  turn,  U^ome  a  sharer.    And  with  regard 

province  m  QreaX  Britain.    Your  committee  to  the  natives,  it  was  presumed  (perhaps  a 

have  kmg  had  the  constituti<m  and  conduct  little  too  hastily)  that  they  were  not  capable 

of  this  conrt  before  them ;  and  they  have  not  of  sharing  in  the  functions  of  jurors.    But  it 

yet  been  able  to  discover  very  few  instances  was  not  foreseen  that  the  judges  were  also 

(not  one  that  appears  to  them  of  leading  im-  liable  to  be  engaged  in  the  Actions  of  the  set- 

portanee)  of  relief  given  to  the  natives  against  tl^nent ;  and  if  they  should  ever  happen  to  be 

the  corruptions  or  oppressions  of  British  sub-  so  engaged,  that  the  native  people  were  then 

jects  in  power.     Thou^  they  do  find  one  without  that  remedy,  which  obviously  lay  in 

very  strong  and  marked  instance  of  the  judges  the  clause  that  the  court  and  jury  though  both  * 

having  employed  an  unwarrantable  ^ctension  liable  to  bias,  might  not  easily  unite  in  the 

or  application  of  the  municipal  law  of  Eng-  same  identical  act  of  injustice.    Your  com- 

bnd,  to  destroy  a  pers<m  of  the  highest  rank  mittee,  on  flill  inquiry,  are  of  opinion,  thai 

•moBg  thoee  natives,  whom  they  were  sent  to  the  use  qf  jurieM  m  neither  impracticable  nor 

protect.     One  circumstance  rendered  the  pro-  dangenma  in  Bengal. 
eeediog  'm  this  case  fatal  to  all  the  good  pur-        Your  committee  refer  to  their  report,  made 

poses  for  whidi  the  court  had  been  establish-  in  the  year  1781,  for  the  manner  in  which  this 


8  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE. 

court,  attempting  to  extend  its  jurisdictioa,  not  a  small  one)  their  authority  extended  over 

and  fidling  with  extreme  severity  on  the  native  all  the  company's  concerns  of  whatever  des- 

magistrates,  a  violent  contest  arose  between  cription.     In  matters  of  peace  and  war,  it 

English  judges  and  the  English  civil  autho-  seems  to  have  been  meant,  that  the  other  presi- 

rity.     This  authority,  calling  in  the  military  dencies  should  be  subordinate  to  their  board, 

■rm,  (by  a  most  diungerous  example)  over-  But  the  law  is  loose  and  defective,  where  it 

powered,  and  for  a  while  suspended  the  fbnc-  professes  to  restrain  the  subordinate  presiden- 

ti<ms  of  that  court ;  but  at  length  those  func-  cies  from  making  war  without  the  consent  and 

ti<ms  which  were  suspended  by  the  quarrel  of  approbation  of  the  supreme  counciL     They 

tiie  parties,  were  destroyed  by  their  recon*  are  left  free  to  act  without  it,  in  caut  of  im' 

ciliation,  and  by  the  arrangements  made  in  minent  neces«ity,  or,  where  they  shall  have  re- 

consequence  of  it.     By  these  the  court  was  eeived  fecial  orders/rom  the  company.     The 

virtually  annihilated;    or  if  substantially  it  first  exception  leaves  it  open  to  the  subordi- 

exists,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  it  exists  only  nate  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  measures, 

for  purposes  very  (Ufierent  from  those  of  its  which,  when  taken,  bind  or  involve  the  supe* 

institution.  rior :  the  second  refers  a  question  of  peace  or 

The  fourth  object  of  the  act  of  1773  was  war  to  two  jurisdictions,  which  may  give  dif- 
the  council  general.     This  institution  was  ferent  judgments.    In*  both  instances,  cases 
intended  to  produce  uniformity,  consistency,  in  point  have  occurred.     With  regard  to  their 
and  the  effective  co-operation  of  all  the  set-  local  administration,  their  powers  were  ex- 
ilements in  their  common  defence.     By  the  ceedingly  and  dangerously  loose  and  undeter- 
antient  constitution  of  the  company's  foreign  mined.     Their  powers  wa-e  not  given  directly, 
settlements,  they  were  each  (^them  under  the  but  in  words  of  reference,  in  which  neither 
orders  of  a  president  or  chief,  and  a  council,  the  objects  related  to,  nor  the  mode  of  the 
more  or  fewer,  according  to  the  discretion  of  relation,  were  sufficiently  expressed.     Their 
the  company ;  among  those,  parliament  (pro-  legislative  and  executive  capacities  were  not 
bably  on  account  of  tibe  largeness  of  the  terri-  so  accurately  drawn,  and  marked  by  such 
toriid  acquisitions,  rather  than  the  conveniency  strong  and  penal  lines  of  distinction,  as  to 
of  the  situation)  chose  Bengal  for  the  resi-  keep  these  capacities  separate.     Where  le- 
d«ice  of  the  controuling  power,  and,  dissolv-  gislative,  and  merely  executive,  powers  were 
ing  the  presidency,  appointed  a  new  establish-  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  the  legislative, 
ment  upon  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  which  is  the  larger  and  the  more  ready  for  all 
which  had  prevailed  before ;  but  the  number  occasions,  was  constantly  resorted  to.     The 
was  smaller.     This  establishment  was  com-  govemour-general  and  council,  therefore,  im- 
posed of  a  govemour-general  and  four  coun-  mediately  gave  construction  to  their  ill-defin- 
sellours,  all  named  in  Uie  act  of  parliament,  ed  authority,    which    rendered  it  perfectly 
They  were  to  hold  their  offices  for  five  years,  despotick ;  constructions,  which  if  they  were 
after  which  term  the  patronage  was  to  revert  allowed,  no  action  of  theirs  ought  to  be  re- 
to  the  court  of  directors.    In  the  mean  time,  garded  as  criminal. 

■uch  vacancies  as  should  happen  were  to  be  Armed  as  they  were  with  an  authority  in 

filled  by  that  court,  with  the  concurrence  of  itself  so  ample,  and  by  abuse  so  capable  of  an 

the  crown.     The  first  govemour-general  and  unlimited  extent,  very  few,  and  these  very 

one  of  the  counsellours  had  been  old  servants  insufficient,  correctives  were  administered. 

to  the  company,  the  others  were  new  men.  Ample  salaries  were  provided  for  them,  which 

On  4his  new  arrangement,  the  courts  of  indeed  removed  the    necessity,  but  by  no 

proprietors  and  directors  considered  the  details  means  the  inducements,  to  corruption  and 

of  commerce  as  not  perfectly  consistent  with  oppression.     Nor  was  any  barrier  whatso- 

tfie  enlarged  sphere  of  duty  and  the  reduced  ever  opposed  on  the  part  of  the  natives  against 

number  of  the  council.    Therefore,  to  relieve  their  injustice;  except  the  sufHreme  court  of 

them  from  this  burthen,  they  instituted  a  new  judicature,  which  never  could  be  capable  of 

office,  called  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  sub-  controulling  a  government  with  such  powers, 

ordinate  managemait   of  their  commercial  without  becoming  such  a  government  itself, 

concerns ;  and  appointed  eleven  of  their  senior  There  was  indeed  a  prohibition  against  all 

■ervants  to  fill  the  commission.  concerns  in  trade  to  the  whole  council,  and 

The  powers  given  by  the  act  to  the  new  against  all  taking  of  presoats  by  any  in  au- 
govemour-general  and  council  had  for  their 

direct  object  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  *  gee  the  secret  committee's  reports  on  the 

depmdencies.    Within  that  sphore  (and  it  la  Mahratta  war. 
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liiority.    A  ri^  of  proflecution  in  the  king's  conqueit  had  overpowered  and  succeeded  to  A 
beocfa  was  also  established;   but  it  was  a  comiptgovemment,  an  act  of  indemnity  mi^ 
right,  the  exercise  of  which  is  difficult,  and  in  have  been  thought  advisable ;  perhaps  a  new 
mtny,  and  those  the  most  weighty,  cases  im-  account  ought  to  have  been  opened ;  all  re» 
practkable.    No  considerable  &cilities  were  trospect  ought  to  have  been  forbidden,  at  least 
given  to  prosecutions  in  parliament ;  nothing  to  certain  periods.     If  this  had  not  been 
was  done  to  prevent  complaint  from  being  far  thought  advisable,  none  in  the  higher  dq>art- 
more  dangerous  to  the  sufferer  than  injustice  ments  of  a  suspected  and  decried  government 
to  the  oppressour.    No  overt  acts  were  fixed,  ought  to  have  been  kept  in  their  posts,  until 
upon  which  corruption  should  be  presumed,  an  examination  had  rendered  their  proceed- 
in  transactions,  of  which  secrecy  and  collusion  ings  clear,  or  until  length  of  time  had  oblite-* 
fiMmed  the  very  basis ;  no  rules  of  evidence,  rated,  by  an  even  course  of  irreproachable 
nor  authentic  mode  of  transmissi(m,  wwe  set^  conduct,  the  errours,  which  so  naturally  grow 
tied  in  confonnity  to  the  unalterable  circump  out  of  a  new  power.     But  tlie  policy  adopted 
stances  of  the  country  and  the  people.  was  different :  it  was  to  begin  with  exampUt, 
One  provision,  indeed,  was  made  for  re-  The  cry  against  the  abuses  was  strong  and 
ftraining  the  servants,  in  itself  v«ry  wise  and  vehement  throughout  tiie  whole  nation,  and 
ndistantial ;    a  delinquent,  once  dismissed,  the  practice  of  presents  was  represented  to  be 
could  not  be  restored  but  by  the  votes  of  as  general  as  it  was  mischievous.    In  such 
tiiree-foiirths  of  the  directors  and  three^burths  a  case,  indeed  in  any  case,  it  seemed  not  to 
of  the  proprietors :  this  was  well  aimed.  But  be  a  measure  the  most  provident,  witliout  a 
no  method  was  settled  for  bringing  delin-  great  deal  of  previous  inquiry,  to  place  two 
qtients  to  the  question  of  removal;  and  if  they  persons,  who  from  their  situation  must  be  the 
■bould  be  iHxmght  to  it,  a  door  lay  wide  open  most  exposed  to  such  imputations,  in  the 
for  evasi<m  of  the  law,  and  for  a  return  into  commission,  which  was  to  inquire  into  their 
the  service,  in  defiance  of  its  plain  intention ;  own  conduct ;  much  less  to  place  one  of  them 
that  is,  by  resigning,  to  avoid  removal;  by  at  the  head  of  that  commission,  and  with  a 
which  measure  this  provisicm  c^  the  act  hais  casting  vote,  in  case  of  an  equality.     The 
proved  as  unoperative  as  all  the  rest.    By  persons,  who  could  not  be  liableto  that  charge, 
this  management,  a  mere  majority  may  bring  were  indeed  three  to  two ;  but  any  accidental 
in  the  greater  delinquent,  whilst  the  person,  difference  of  opinion,  the  death  of  any  one  of 
removal  for  <^ences  comparatively  trivial,  them,  or  his  occasional  absence  or  sickness, 
may  remain  excluded  for  ever.  threw  the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
The  new  council  nominated  in  the  act  was  other  two,  who  were  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
composed  of  two  totally  discordant  elements,  Barwell,  one  the  president,  and  the  other  high 
which    soon   distinguished   themselves  into  in  the  council  of  that  establishment,  on  which 
permanent  parties.    One  of  the  principal  in-  the  r^orm  was  to  operate.     Thus  those,  who 
atructions,  which  the  three  members  of  the  were  liable  to  process  as  delinquents,  were  in 
council    sent    immediately    from    England,  effect,  set  over  the  reformers;  and  that  did 
namely.  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mon-  actually  happen,  which  might  be  expected  to 
son,  and  Mr.  Francis,  carried  out  with  them,  happen  from  so  preposterous  an  arrangement ; 
was,  to    "  eau$e  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  sl  stop  was  soon  put  to  all  inquiries  into  the 
made  into  all  oppressions  tmd  abuses"  among  capital  abuses. 

wrhich  die  praetiee  of  receiving  presents  from        Nor  was  the  great  political  end,  proposed 

the  natives,  at  that  time  generally  charged  in  the  formation  of  a  superintending  council 

upon  men  in  power,  was  principally  aimed  at.  over  all  the  presidencies,  better  answered  than 

Presents  to  any  ccmsiderable  value  were  thatofaninquiry  into  corruptions  and  abuses, 

justly  reputed  by  the  legislature  not  as  marks  The  several  presidencies  have  acted,  in  a 

of  attention  and  respect,  but  as  bribes  or  ex-  great  degree,  upon  their  own  separate  autho- 

tortions ;  for  which  either  the  beneficial  and  rity,  and  as  little  of  unity,  concert,  or  regular 

gratuitous  duties  of  government  were  sold,  or  system  has  appeared  in  their  conduct,  as  was 

they  were  the  price  paid  for  acts  of  partiality ;  ever  known  before  this  institution.     India  is 

or  finally,  they  were  sums  of  money  extorted  indeed  so  vast  a  country,  and  the  settlements 

from  the  givers  by  the  terrours  of  power,  are  so  divided,  that  their  intercourse  with  each 

Against  the  system  of  presents,  therefore,  the  other  is  liable  to  as  many  delays  and  difficul- 

new  commission  was,  in  general  opinion,  ties  as  the  intercourse  between  distant  and 

particularly  pointed.    In  the  commencement  separate  states.     But  one  evil  may  possibly 

of  reformation,  at  a  period  when  a  rapacious  have  arisen  from  an  attempt  to  produce  an 
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VBion,  which,  though  undoubtedly  to  be  aimed  materials  fin-  judging  cm  the  behaviour  of  thfS 

tt^  is  opposed  in  some  degree  by  the  unalter-  servants,  in  their  progress  from  the  lowest  to 

able  nature  of  their  situation,  that  it  has  taught  the  highest  stations  ;  and  the  whole  disciplino 

the  servants  rather  to  look  to  a  superiour  of  the  service,  civil  and  military,  must  depend 

UBong  themselves  than  to  their  comm<m  su-  up<m  an  examination  of  these  records  insepa- 

periours.     This  evil,  growing  out  of  the  abuse  rably  attending  every  application  for  an  ap- 

<^  subordination,  can  only  be  corrected  by  a  pointment  to  the  highest  stations.     But  in  the 

Tery  strict  enforcement  of  authority  over  that  present  state  of  the  nomination,  the  ministers 

part  of  the  chain  of  dependence,  which  is  next  of  the  crown  are  not  furnished  with  the  proper 

to  the  original  power.  means  of  exercising  the  power  of  controul  in« 

That  which  your  committee  considers  as  tended  by  the  law,  even  if  they  were  scrupu- 

the  fifth  and  last  of  the  capital  objects  of  the  lously  attentive  to  the  use  of  it.     There  are 

act,  and  as  the  binding  regulation  ofthe  whole,  modes  of  proceeding  favourable  to  neglect. 

is  the  introduction  (then  for  the  first  time)  c£  Others  excite  inquiry,  and  stimulate  to  vigi- 

the  ministers  of  the  crown  into  the  affairs  of  lance. 

the  company.     The  state  claiming  a  concern  Your  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion, 

and  share  of  property  in  the  company's  profits,  for  the  future  prevention  of  cabal,  and  of  pri- 

the  servants  of  the  crown  were  presumed  the  vate  and  partial  representation,  whether  above 

more  likely  to  preserve,  with  a  scrupulous  or  below,  that  whenever  any  person,  who  has 

attention,  the  sources  of  the  great  revenues  been  in  the  service,  shall  be  recommended  to 

which  they  were  to  administer,  and  for  the  the  king's  ministers  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 

rise  and  &11  of  which  they  were  to  roKler  an  council  general,  the  secretary  of  the  court  of 

account.  directors  shall  be  ordered  to  make  a  strict 

The  interference  of  government  was  intro-  search  into  the  recwds  of  the  company ;  and 

duced  by  this  act  in  two  ways ;  one  by  a  con-  shall  annex  to  the  recommendation  the  rea- 

troul,  in  effect  by  a  share,  in  the  appointment  sons  of  the  court  of  directors  for  their  choice, 

to  vacancies  in  the  supreme  council.     The  together  with  a  fitithful  copy  of  whatever  may 

act  provided  that  his  majesty's  approbation  be  found  (if  any  thing  can  be  found)  relative  to 

should  be  had  to  the  persons  named  to  that  his  character  and  conduct ;  as  also  an  account 

duty.    Partaking  thus  in  the  patronage  of  the  of  his  standing  in  the  company's  service ;  the 

company,  administration  was  bound  to  an  time  of  his  abode  in  India ;  the  reasons  for  his 

attention  to  the  characters  and  capacities  of  return ;  and  the  stations,   whether   civil  or 

the  persons  employed  in  that  high  trust.  military,  in  which  he  has  been  successively 

The  other  part  of  their  interference  was  by  placed, 

way  of  inspecticm.    By  this  right  of  inspeo-  With  this  account  ought  to  be  transmitted 

tion,  every  thing  in  the  company's  correspon-  the  names  of  those  who  were  proposed  as  can- 

dence  from  India,  which  related  to  the  civil  or  didates  for  the  same  office,  with  the  corres- 

military  affairs  and  government  of  the  com-  pondent  particulars  relative  to  their  ccmduct 

pany,  was  directed  by  the  act  to  be,  within  and  situation ;  for  not  only  the  separate,  but 

fourteen  days  after  the  receipt,  laid  before  the  the  comparative,  merit  probably  would,  and 

•ecretary  of  state ;  and  every  thing,  that  relat-  certainly  ought  to  have,  great  influrace  in  the 

ed  to  the  management  of  the  revenues,  was  to  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  party  presented 

be  laid  before  the  commissioners  of  the  trea-  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown.     These  papers 

sury.     In  fact,  both  descriptions  of  these  ahould  be  laid  b^ore  the  commissioners  of 

papers  have  be«i  generally  communicated  to  the  treasury,  and  one  of  the  secretaries  of 

that  board.  state,  and  entered  in  books  to  be  kept  in  the 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  treasury  and  the  secretary's  office, 

were  great  and  material  defects  in  both  parts  These  precautions,  in  case  of  the  nomina- 

of  the  plan.    With  regard  to  the  approbation  tion  of  any  who  have  served  the  company, 

of  persons  nominated  to  the  supreme  council  appear  to  be  necessary,  from  the  impropw 

by  the  court  of  directors,  no  sufficient  means  nomination  and  approbation   of  Mr.   John 

ware  provided  for  carrying  to  his  majesty,  Macpherson,  notwithstanding  the  objections 

along  with  the  nomination,  the  particulars  in  which  stood  against  him  on  the  company's 

the  conduct  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  ser*  records.    The  choice  of  Mr.  John  Stables, 

vice  before,  which  might  render  them  proper  firom  an  inferiour  military  to  the  highest  civil 

objects  of  approbation  or    rejection.     The  capacity,  was  by  no  means  proper,  nor  an 

India  House  possesses  an  office  of  record  encouraging  example  to  either  service.    His 

capable  of  furnishing,  in  almost  all  cases,  conduct  iikleed,  in  the   subaltern   military 


ON  THS  AFFAIRS  OF  IKDIA.  H 

ritnatioii,  bad  received,  and  seems  to  have  erery  rale,  seemed  to  be  reeolred  on  the  d^ 

desenredi  Goramendation ;    but  no  sufficient  straction  of  those  privileges,  *</  which  thsj 

graimd  was  furnished  for   confounding  the  were   the   natural  guardians.      Every  new 

fines  and  gradations  of  service.     This  mea-  power  given  has  been  made  the  source  of  m 

rare  was,  however,  far  less  exceptionable  than  new  abuse ;  and  the  acts  of  parliament  thsoH 

tbe  formor ;  because,  an  irregular  choice  of  a  selves,  which  provide  but  imperfectly  for  the 

less  competMit  person,  and  the  preference  prevention  of  die  mischief,  have,  it  is  to  be 

fiven  to  proved  delinquency  in  prejudice  to  feared,  made  provisions  (contrary,  without 

unoensured  service,  are  very  different  things,  doubt,  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,) 

But  even  this  latter  appointment  would  in  all  which  opoate  against  the  possibili^  of  any 

likelihood  have  been  avoided,  if  rales  of  pro-  cure  in  the  (miinary  course. 

■lotion  had  beoi  established.  .  If  such  rales  In  the  original  institution  <^  the  supteme 

were  flwttled,  candidates  qualified  from  ability,  council,  reasons  may  have  existed  against 

knowledge,  and  service,  would  not  be  dis»  rendering  the  tenure  of  the  counsellours  in 

cooraged,  by  finding  that  every  thing  was  opon  their  office  precarious.     A  plan  of  reform 

to  erery  man ;  and  that  favour  alone  did  not  might  have  required  the  permanence  of  the 

stand  in  the  place  of  civil  or  military  exp^  persons,  who  were  just  appointed  by  parlii^ 

rience.     The  elevation  firom  the  lowest  sta-  ment,  to  execute  it ;  but  the  act  of  one  thoo- 

tions  unfaithfully  and  negligently  filled  to  the  sand  seven  hundred  and  eigh^,  gave  a  dun^ 

higiiest  trastfl,  the  total  inattoition  to  rank  tion  co-existent  with  the  statute  itself  to  A 

and  seniority,  and  much  more  the  c(Hnbina-  council  not  appointed  by  act  of  parliament, 

tioQ  of  this  neglect  <^  rank  with  a  conflision  nor  diosen  for  any  temporary  or  special  pur* 

(anaocompanied  with  strong  and  evident  rea-  pose.    By  which  means,  the  servants  in  the 

eons)  of  the  lines  of  service,  cannot  operate  highest  situation,  let  their  conduct  be  never 

as  nsefbl  examples  on  those  who  serve  the  so  grossly  criminal,  cannot  be  removed,  un* 

poblick  in  India.     These  servants,  beholding  loss  the  court  of  directors  and  ministers  of  the 

men,  who  have   been   condemned  for   im-  crown  can  be  found  to  concur  in  the  same 

proper  behaviour  to  the  company  in  inferiour  <^inion  of  it.     The  prevalence  of  the  Indiaa 

civil  stations,  elevated  above  them,  or  (what  fhctions  in  the  court  of  directors  and  court  of 

is  less  blameable,  but  still  mischievous)  pep-  proprietors,  and  scmietimes  in  the  state  itself, 

sons  without  any  distinguished  civil  talents,  renders  this  agreement  extremely  difficult :  if 

taken  from  the  subordinate  situations  <^an-  the  principal  members  of  the  direction  shouUI 

other  line,  to  thmr  prejudice,  will  despair,  by  be  in  a  conspiraqr  with  any  principal  servant 

any  good  b^aviour,  of  ascending  to  Uie  dig^  under  censure,  it  will  be  impracticable,  be* 

Bities  of  their  own ;  they  will  be  led  to  im-  cause  the  first  act  must  originate  there.     The 

prove  to  the  utmost  advantage  of  their  fortune  reduced  state  of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom 

the  lower  stages  of  power,  and  will  endeavour  in  Bengal,  may  be  traced,  in  a  great  measure^ 

to  make  up  in  lucre  what  they  can  never  hope  ^o  that  very  natural  source  of  independence. 

to  acquire  in  station.  In  many  cases,  the  instant  removal  of  an  el^ 

The  temporary  appointment  by  parliament,  fonder  from  his  power  of  doing  mischief,  is 

of  the  supreme  council  of  India,  arose  from  an  the  only  mode  of  preventing  the  utter,  and 

opinion,  that  die  company,  at  that  time  at  perhaps,  irretrievable  rain  of  publick  affidrs. 

least,  was  not  in  a  conditicm,  or  not  disposed  In  such  a  case,  the  process  ought  to  be  sim* 

to  a  proper  exercise  <^  the  privileges  which  pic,  and  the  power  absolute  in  one,  or  in  either 

diey  held  under  their  charter.    It  therefore  hand  separately.    By  contriving  the  balance 

bdioved  the  directors  to  be  particularly  atten-  of  interests  formed  in  the  act,  notorious  o& 

tive  to  their  choice  ofconnsellours,  on  the  expi-  fence,  gross  error,  or  palpable  insufficiency, 

ration  of  the  period  during  which  their  patron-  have  many  chances  of  retaining  and  abusinj^ 

age  had  been  suspended.    The  duties  of  the  authority,  whilst  die  variety  of  representa^ 

supreme  council  had  been  reputed  of  so  ardu-  tions,  hearings,  and  conferences,  and  possibly 

ous  a  nature,  as  to  require  legislative  interpo-  the  mere  jealousy  and  competition  between 

sition.    They  wore  called  upon,  by  all  possi-  rival  powers,  may  prevent  any  decision ;  and 

ble  care  and  impartiality,  to  justify  parlia-  at  length  give  time  and  means  for  settlements 

nent,  at  least  as  fully  in  the  restoration  of  and  compromises  among  parties,  made  at  die 

their  privileges,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  expense  of  justice  and  trae  policy.     But  tfaie 

time  had  done  in  their  suspension.  act  of  one  thousand  seven  hundr^  and  eighty^ 

But  interests  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  not  properly  distinguishing  judicial  proeese 

court  of  directors,  whidi,  by  the  violation  of  from  executive  arrangements,  requires,  iik 
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effecti  nearly  the  nine  degree  of  solenmity,  greatest  that  can  be   reposed  in  sdbjects 

delay  and  detail  for  removing  a  political  in-  when  made  out  of  any  regular  course  of  sue 

oonvenience,  which  attends  a  criminal  pro-  cession,  marks  that  degree  of  countenance  an 

ceeding  for  the  punishm^it  of  offences.     It  support  at  home,  which  may  overshadow  th 

goes  further,  and  gives  the  same  toiure  to  all  existing  government.     That  government  ma- 

who  shall  succeed  to  vacancies,  which  was  thereby  be  disturbed  by  factions,  and  led  t 

given  to  those  whom  the  act  found  in  office.  corrupt  and  dangerous  compliances.    At  best 

Another  regulati(m  was  made  in  the  act,  when  these  counsellours-elect  are  engaged  i 

which  has  a  tendency  to  render  the  controul  no  fixed  employmoit,  and  have  no  lawfiil  in 

of  delinquency,  or  the  removal  of  incapacity,  termediate  emolument,  the  natural  impatieno 

in  the  council  general,  extremely  difficult  as  Cor  their  situations  may  bring  on  a  traffick  fo 

well  as  to  introduce  many  other  abuses  into  resignations  between  them  and  the  persons  ii 

the  original  appointment  of  counsellours.  The  possessicm,  very  unfavourable  to  the  interest 

inccmveniences  of  a  vacancy  in  that  impon-  of  the  publick,  and  to  the  duty  of  their  situa 

tant  office,  at  a  great  distance  from  the  autho-  tions. 

rity  that  is  to  fill  it,  were  visible ;  but  your  Since  the  act,  two  persons  have  been  no 

committee  have  doubts  whether  they  balance  minated  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  by  th 

the  mischief,  which  may  arise  fi-om  the  power  court  of  directors,  for  this  succession.  Neithe 

given  in  this  act,  of  a  provisicMial  appoint-  has  yet  been  approved.    But  by  the  descrip 

ment  to  vacancies,  not  on  the  event,  but  on  tion  of  the  persons,  a   judgment  may  b* 

foresight.     This  mode  of  providing  for  the  formed  of  the  principles  on  which  this  powe 

succession  has  a  tendency  to  promote  cabal,  is  likely  to  be  exercised, 

and  to  prevent  inquiry  into  the  qualifications  Your  committee  find,  that  in  consequenci 

of  the  persons  to  be  appointed.     An  attempt  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  the  Honourabh 

has  been  actually  made  in  consequence  of  this  Charles  Stuart  and  Mr.  Sulivan,  were  ap 

power,  in  a  very  marked  manner,  to  confound  pointed  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancies  in  tb 

the  whole  order  and  discipline  of  the  com-  supreme  council.    Mr.  Stuart's  first  appoint 

pany's  service.    Means  are  furnished  there-  ment  in  the  company's  service  was  in  the  yeai 

by  for  perpetuating  the  powers  of  some  given  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one 

court  <^  directors.     They  may  forestal'the  He  returned  to  England  in  1775,  and  was  per 

patronage  of  their  successours;   on  whom  mitted  to  go  back  to  India  in  1780.     In  Au< 

they  entail  a  line  of  supreme  counsellours  gust,  1781,  ho  was  nominated  by  the  cour 

and  govemour»'general.    And  if  the  exercise  of  directors  (Mr.  Sulivan  and  Sir  Willian 

of  thUi  power  should  happen  in  its  outset  to  James  were  chairman  and  deputy  chairman^ 

&U  into  bad  hands,  the  ordinary  chances  for  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancy  in  the  supremi 

mending  an  ill  choice  upon  death  or  resigna-  council,  and  <m  the  I9th  of  September  follow 

tion  are  cut  off.  ing,  his  majes^s  approval  of  such  nominaticu 

In  these  provisional  arrangements,  it  is  to  was  requested, 

be  considered,  that  the  appointment  is  not  in  In  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  con 

consequence  of  any  marked  event,  which  calls  sideration  of  rank  in  the  service  was  not  neg 

Btr<»gly  on  the  attention  of  the  publick ;  but  lected ;   but  if  the  court  of  directors  hai 

is  made  at  the  discretion  of  those  who  lead  in  thought  fit  to  examine  their  records,  the] 

the  court  of  directors;  and  they  may  therefore  would  have  found  matter  at  least  stronglj 

be  brought  forward  at  times  the  most  favour-  urging  them  to  a  suspension  of  this  appoint 

able  to  die  viewa  of  partiality  and  corruption,  ment,  until  the  charges  against  Mr.  Stuar 

Candidates  have  not,  therefinre,  the  notice  that  should  be  fully  cleared  up.     That  matter  re 

may  be  necessary  for  their  claims ;  and  as  the  mained  (as  it  still  remains)  unexplained  frcm 

possession  of  the  office,  to  which  the  survi-  the  month  of  May,  1775,  where,  on  the  Ben 

▼orsare  to  succeed,  seems  remote,  all  inquiry  gal  revenue  consultations  of  the  12th  of  tha 

into  the  qualifications  and  character  of  Uiose  month,  peculations  to  a  large  amount  an 

who  are  to  fill  it  will  naturally  be  dull  and  charged  upon  oath  against  Mr.  Stuart,  undei 

languid.  the  following  title  :  *<  The  particulan  of  tk 

Your  committee  are  not  also  without  a  money  unjustly  tcJten  by  Mr.  Stuart j  during 

grounded  apprdiension  of  the  ill  effect,  on  the  time  he  was  at  Burdwany    The  sun 

any  existing  council  general,  of  all  strong  charged  against  him  in  this  account,  is  2,17,* 

marks  of  influence  and  favour,  which  appear  684  sicca  rupees,  (that  is,  25,253  pounds  ster 

in  the  subordinates  c^Bengal.    This  previous  ling :)  beside  which,  there  is  another  account 

dtfignatioo  to  a  great  and  arduous  trust,  (the  wiUi  the  following  title :  "  The  particular$  q/ 
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the  mme^  w^tuUif  taken  by  CaUypenaud    passing  oftheregnlation  act  in  177S,Miiioritj 
JSoae,   Banyan  to  the    Honourable   Charlee     entitled  tbem  to  succeed  to  the  ceuncilf  mud 
Stuart  J  Eeqiurty  otBurdwany  and  amounting  finally,  gave  tbem  pretensions  to  the  goven^ 
to  eieem  rupee*  1,01)675,"   (that  is,   11,785  ment  qf  the  presidency, 
pounds) — a  large  sum  to  be  received  by  a  per-  The  above  gradation  of  the  service,  your 
son  in  that  subordinate  situatiim.  conmiittee  conceive,  ought  never  to  be  super- 
Tbe  minuteness  with  which  these    ac*  seded  by  the  court  of  directors,  without  eri- 
counts  appear  to  have  been  kept,  and  the  pre-  dent  reason,  in  persons  or  circumstances,  to 
cisioD  with  which  the  date  of  each  particular,  justify  the  breach  of  an  antient  order.     The 
sometimes  of  very  small  sums,  is  stated,  give  names,  whether  taken  from  civil  or  commer- 
them  the  i4>pearance  of  authentici^,  as  &r  as  cial  gradation,  are  of  no  moment.     The  order 
it  can  be  conveyed  on  the  face,  or  in  the  con-  itself  is  wisely  established,  and  tends  to  pro* 
straction  of  such  accounts  ;  and  if  they  were  vide  a  natursil  guard  against  partiality,  pre^. 
forgeries,  laid  than  open  to  an  easy  detection,  cipitancy,  and  corruption  in  patronage.    I 
But  no  detection  is  easy  when  no  inquiry  is  affords  means  and  opportunities  for  an  ezami- 
made.    It  spears  an  ofibnce  of  the  highest  nation  into  character ;  and  among  the  servants 
order  in  the  (tirectors  concerned  in  this  busi-  it  secures  a  strong  motive  to  preserve  a  fiur 
ness,  when  not  satisfied  with  leaving  such  reputaticm.    Your  committee  find,  that  no  re- 
charges so  long  unexamined,  they  should  ven-  spect  whatsoever  was  paid  to  this  gradation  in 
ture  to  present  to  the  king's  servants,  the  ob-  instance  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  nor  is  there  any  rea^ 
ject  c^tbem  for  the  highest  trust,  which  they  son  assigned  for  departing  from  it.     They  do 
hare  to  bestow.     If  Mr.  Stuart  was  really  not  find  that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  ever  served  the 
guilty,  the  possession  of  this  post  must  furnish  company  in  any  one  of  the  above  capacities, 
him,  not  only  with  the  means  of  renewing  the  but  was,  in  the  year  1777,  abruptly  brou^t 
former  evil  practises  charged  upon  him,  and  of  into  the  service,  and  sent  to  Madras  to  suo- 
ezecuting  them  upon  a  still  larger  scale ;  but  ceed  as  Persian  translator  and  secretary  to 
of  oppressing  those  unhappy  persons,  who,  the  council. 

under  the  supposed  protection  of  the  fidth  of  Your  committee  have  found  a  letter  from 
the  company,  had  appeared  to  give  evidence  Mr.  Sulivan  to  George  Wombwell  and  Wil- 
conceming  his  former  misdemeanours.  Ham  Devaynes,  Esquires,  chairman  and  de- 
This  attempt  in  the  directors  was  the  more  puty  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  stat^ 
surprising,  when  it  is  considered,  that  two  ing,  that  he  trusted  AtAajsp/tcaft'oTW  would  have 
C(»nmittee8  of  this  house  were,  at  that  very  a  place  in  their  deliberations  when  Madras 
time,  sitting  up<m  an  inquiry,  that  related  affairs  were  taken  up.    Of  what  nature  those 
directly  to  their  conduct,  and  that  of  their  ser-  implications  were,  your  committee  cannot  di»- 
vants  in  India.  cover,  as  no  traces  of  them  appear  on  the  corn- 
It  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  defiance  of  par-  pany's  records ;  nor  whether  any  proofe  of  his 
liament,  that  at  the  same  time  they  nominated  ability,  even  as  Persian  translator  exist,  which 
Mr.  Sulivan,  son  to  the  then  chairman  of  the  might  entitle  him  to  a  preference  to  the  many 
court  of  directors,  to  the  succession  to  the  servants  in  India,  whose  study  and  opportu- 
same  hi^  trust  in  India.    On  these  appoint-  nities  afforded  them  the  means  of  becoming 
ments  your  committee  thought  it  proper  to  perfect  masters  of  that  language. 
make  those  inquiries  which  tl^  court  of  direc-  On  the  above  letter  your  committee  find, 
tors  thought  proper  to  omit.     They  first  con-  that  the  committee  of  correspondence  proceed* 
ceived  it  fittLokg  to  inquire  what  rank  Mr.  ed ;  and,  on  their  recommendation,  the  court 
Sulivan bwe in  the  service;  and  they  thou^t  of  directors  imanimously  approved  of  Mr. 
it  not  unnecessary  here  to  state  the  gradations  Sulivan  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  posts 
in  the  service,  according  to  the  established  of  secretary  and  Persian  translator. 
usage  of  the  company.  Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  Mr. 
The  company's  civil  servants  generally  go  Sulivan  succeeded  to  those  posts ;  and  the 
to  India  as  toriten  ;  in  whidi  opacity  they  president  and  council  acquainted  the  court  of 
serve  the  company  ./fw  yeare.    The  next  step  directors,  that  they  had  been  obeyed.    About 
in  point  of  rwak  is  to  be  a  faetoTf  and  next  to  five  months  after,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Sulivan 
tiiat,  a  junior  merchant;  in  each  of  which  ci^a-  thought  fit  to  resign  the  office  of  Persian  trans* 
pacities  they  serve  the  company  (hree  yean,  later,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 
They  then  rise  to  the  rank' of  senior  fTicrcAonf,  directors.    In  April,  1780,  Mr.  Sulivan  is 
IB  which  situati<m  they  remain  till  called  by  commended  for  his  great  dUigence  as  aeereta^ 
'otatioo  to  the  board  of  trade.    Until  the  ry;  in  August  following  he  obtains  leave  to 
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•oeompany  Mrs.  SuHvan  to  Bengal,  whence  Tan  had  been  appointed  judge  advocttn  git    ^i 

■he  is  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of  her  ral  in  Bengal ;  and  to  request  the  govemoor-  (•] 

health ;  find  he  is  charged  with  a  commission  general  and  council  to  inform  Mr.  Suliraxif  *i 

from  the  president  and  council  of  Fort  Saint-  their  sentiments,  aiul  to  desire  him  to  iafbrm    tx 

Oeorge,  to  obtain  for  that  settlement  supplies  them,  whether  he  meant  to  return  to  his  ila-   "**. 

of  grain,  troops,  and  money,  from  the  gover-  tion,  or  to  remain  in  Bengal."  ki 

nour-generai  and  council  <k  Bengal.     In  Oc-         On  the  6th  December,  as  a  mark  of  their    ti 

tober  the  goTemour-general  requests  permis-  ^probation   of  Mr.  Freeman,  who  had  to    ■ 

•ion  of  the  council  there  to  employ  Mr.  Suli-  plainly  contradicted  their   opinion   of  Bit.     'i 

▼an  as  his  asngtantj  for  that  he  had  experienc-  Sulivan,  the  (vetident  and  council  agree  to     < 

ed  (between  his  arrival  in  Bengal  and  that  appoint  him  to  act  as  secretary  and  clerk  of 

time)  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  and  made  appeals  till  Mr.  Sulivan's  answer  shook!  tr- 

«hoice  of  him  as  compUtdy  qual\fi^for  that  rive,  with  the  emoluments,  and  to  confirm  him 

trust ;  also  requests  the  board  to  appoint  him  therein,  if  Mr.  Sulivan  should  remain  in  B«h  • 

Judge  advocate-general ;  and  likewise  to  apply  gal. 

to  the  presidency  of  Madras,  for  him  to  re-         On  the  I4th  Fdlmiary,  1781,  the  prendent 

main  in  Bengal  without  prejudice  to  his  rank  and  council  received  a  letter  fW>m  Bengal  in 

on  their  establishment ;  which  several  requests  roply*  and  stating  their  request  that  Mr.  Suli- 

the  board  at  Madras  readily  complied  with,  van  might  reserve  the  right  of  returning  to  his 

notwithstanding  their  natural  sensibility  to  original  situation  on  the  Madras  esUJkUsb- 

the  loss  of  a  secretary  of  such  ability  and  dili-  ment,  if  the  court  of  directors  should  disap- 

gence  as  they  had  described  Mr.  Sulivan  to  be.  prove  of  his  being  transferred  to  Bengal. 

On  the  5th  of  December  following,  the  presi-  To  this  request  the  board  at  Madras  decbtfe 

4ent  and  council  received  a  letter  from  Ben-  they  have  no  objection  :  and  here  the  matter 

gal,  requesting  that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  al-  rests ;  the  court  of  directors  not  having  given 

rowed  to  keep  his  rank.    This  request  brought  any  tokens  of  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 

on  some  discussion.     A   Mr.  Freeman,  it  the  Uunsaction. 

■eems,  who  had  acted  under  Mr.  Sulivan  as        Such  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Sulivan's  service 

eub-secretary,  whilst  his  principal  obtained  so  fit>m  the  time  of  his  appointment :  such  were 

much  praise  for  his  diligence,  addressed  the  the  qualifications,  and  such  the  proofii  of  ani- 

board  on  the  same  day,  and  observed,  "That  duity  and  diligence  given  by  him,  in  holding 

since  Mr.  Sulivan's  arrival,  Ae,  [Mr.  Free-  so  many  incompatible  offices  (as  well  as  being 

man]  had  ttntkout  intermisaionf  done  almost  engaged  in  other  dealings,  which  will  appear 

the  wAoJe  of  the  duty  allotted  to  the  post  of  in  their  place)  when,  after  three  years*  desul- 

secretary,  wMeh  it  tDos  notorioua  Mr,  SuUivan  tory  residence  in  India,  he  was  thou^t  wor- 

hadpcdd  but  little  attention  to ;  and  neither  his  thy  to  be  nominated  to  the  succession  to  the 

inclination  nor  duty  led  him  to  act  any  longer  suprane  council.    No  proof  whatsoever  of 

as  Mr.  Sulivan*s  deputy."  distinguished  capacity  in  any  line  preceded  his 

Here  your  committee  cannot  avoid  remark-  original  appointment  to  the  service ;  so  that 

ing  the  direct  contradiction,  which  this  address  the  whole  of  his  fitness  for  the  supreme  coun- 

of  Mr.  Freeman's  gives  to  the  letter  firom  the  cil  rested  upon  his  conduct  and  character  since 

president  and  council  to  the  court  of  directors  his  appointmoit  as  Persian  translator. 
in  April,  1780,  wherein  Mr.  Sulivan  is  prais-        Tour  committee  find  that  his  majesty  has 

«d  for  his  "  diligence  and  attention  in  his  of-  not  yet  given  his  approbation  to  the  nomina- 

fice  of  secretary."  tion,  nmde  by  the  court  of  directors  on  the  SOth 

The  president  and  council  do  not  show  any  of  August,  1781,  of  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Suli* 
^spleasure  at  Mr.  Freeman's  representation  van  to  succeed  to  the  supreme  council  on  the 
^so  contrary  to  their  own,)the  truth  of  which  first  vacancies,  though  Uie  court  applied  fbr 
ihej  thus  tacitly  admit,  but  agree  to  write  to  the  royal  approbation  so  long  ago  as  the  19th 
the  govemour-general  and  council,  "  That  it  of  S^tember,  1781 ;  and  in  these  instances 
«ould  not  be  supposed  that  they  could  carry  the  king's  ministers  performed  their  duty,  in 
tm  the  publick  business  fbr  any  length  of  time  withholding  their  countenance  from  a  proceed- 
without  the  eervieee  of  a  eecretary  and  clerk  ing  so  exceptionable,  and  of  so  dangerous  an 
of  appeals,  two  offices  that  required  personal  example. 

attendance,  and  which  would  be  a  general  in-        Your  committee,  from  a  full  view  of  the  sit* 

jury  to  the  servants  on  their  establishment,  uation  and  duties  of  the  court  of  directors, 

and  in  particular  to  the  persons  who  acted  in  are  of  opinion,  that  efiectual  means  ou^  to 

Aooe  capacities,  as  they  learnt  that  Mr.  Suli-  to  be  taken  for  regulating  that  coort,  in  such 
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i«UMr  m»  to  prevent  either  riyalship  with,  tinned  for  the  greater  part  of  that  time }  the 

«r  aaheerrieiicy  to,  their  eerrante.    It  might  contests  between  the  civil  and  judicial  powen 

IWifae  be  pr(^>er  ibr  the  house  to  consider,  threatened  that  issue,  to  which  they  came  at 

vMmt  it  is  fit  that  those  who  are,  or  have  last,  an  armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of 

Wn  widiin  aoime  given  time,  directors  of  the  the  king's  court  of  justice ;  the  orders,  whidi 

eoaipany,  should  be  capable  of  an  appointment  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  servants  wero 

to  lay  offices  in  India.    Directors  can  never  bound  to  obey,  were  avowedly,  and  on  prin- 

inpaiy  govern  those  for  whoee  employments  ciple,  contemned ;  until  at  length  the  fatal  ef^ 

day  are  or  noay  be  themsehres  candidates ;  fects  of  accumulated  misdemeanours  abroad 

dagrcin  neither  protect  nor  cowce  them  with  and  neglects  at  home  Ixroke  out  in  the  alannF* 

in  impartiality  or  due  authority.  ing  manner  which  your  committee  have  lo 

If  Ndi  rales  as  are  stated  by  your  cosor  fully  reported  to  this  house, 
uttae  onder  this  head  were  observed  in  the  In  all  this  time  the  true  state  of  the  several 
ngalar  service  at  home  and  abroad,  the  neces-  presidencies,  and  the  real  conduct  of  the  Bri- 
vHij  of  superseding  the  regular  service  by  tish  government  towards  the  natives,  was  not 
ftugen  would  be  more  rare ;  and  whenever  at  all  known  to  parliament ;  it  seems  to  have 
tin  nrvants  were  so  superseded,  those  who  been  very  impeifectly  known,  even  to  minis* 
pot  forward  other  candkhOes,  would  be  oblig-  ters.     Indeed  it  required  an  unbroken  atten* 
dl  to  produce  a  strong  plea  of  merit  and  abiU-  tion,  and  much  comparison  of  &cts  and  rea^ 
tjr,  iriiieh,  in  the  jud^ent  of  mankind,  ou^t  sonings,  to  form  a  true  judgment  on  that  diffi* 
to  oferpower   pr^ensions  so   authentically  cult  and  complicatov!  "^vstem  of  politics,  reve- 
Ht^lkriied,  and  so  rigorously  guarded  (lom  nue,  and  commerce,  wniikt  affairs  were  only 
absM.  in  their  progress  to  that  state  which  produced 
The  second  object  in  this  part  oi  the  plan  the  present  inquiries.     Therefore,  whilst  the 
of  the  act  of  177S,  namely,  that  of  inspection  causes  oi  their  ruin  were  in  the  hei^t  <^  their 
by  tiM  ministers  <^  the  crown,  appears  not  to  operation,  both  the  company  and  the  natives 
hife  been  provided  for,  so  as  to  draw  the  time-  were  understood  by  the  publick  as  in  circuni* 
Ij  and  productive  attention  of  the  state  on  the  stances  the  most  assured  and  most  flourishing, 
grievanees  of  the  people  of  India,  and  on  the  Insomuch  that  whenever  the  afiairs  of  India 
linaes  of  its  government.    By  the  regulating  were  brought  before  parliament,  as  they  were 
act,  the  ministers  were  enabled  to  inspect  <me  two  or  three  times  during  that  period,  the  only 
part  of  the  correspondence,  that  which  was  subject-matter  of  discussion,  anywise  impor- 
reoeived  in  England ;  but  not  which  went  out-  tant,  was  concerning  the  sums  which  might 
vanl.    They  might  know  something,  but  that  be  taken  out  of  the  company's  surplus  profits 
fary  in^>erfectly  and  unsystematically,  of  the  for  the  advantage  of  the  state.    Little  was 
Mate  of  affiurs ;  but  they  were  neither  author^  thought  of  but  the  disengagement  of  the  com- 
fated  to  advance  nor  to  retard  any  measure  ta-  pany  from  their  debts  in  England,  and  to  pre- 
kaa  by  the  directors,  in  consequence  of  that  vent  the  servants  abroad  fi-om  drawing  upon 
atate :  tbey  were  not  provided  even  with  su&  them,  so  as  tl^it  body  might  be  enabled,  with- 
friil  nwans  <^  knowing  what  any  of  these  out  exciting  clamours  here,  to  aff<Mrd  the  con- 
awasuies  were.    And  this  imperfect  informap*  tribution  that  was  demanded.    All  descrip- 
tioD,  together  witfi  the  want  of  a  direct  call  to  tions  of  persons,  either  here  or  in  India,  look- 
aay  speeifie  do^,  might  have  in  some  degree  ing  solely  to  appearances  at  home,  the  repu- 
oeeamooed  that  renumnMss  which  rendered  tation  of  the  directors  depended  on  the  keeping 
9tm  the  iBBperibct  powers  originally  given  by  the  company's  sales  in  a  situation  to  support 
Ihe  act  of  177S  the  less  efficient.     Tins  defect  the  dividend;  that  of  the  ministers  depended  on 
ns  hi  a  great  measure  remedied  by  a  subse-  the  most  lucrative  bargains  for  the  exchequer ; 
qaamt  act :  but  that  act  was  not  passed  until  and  that  of  the  servants  abroad  on  the  largest 
^  year  1780.  investments;  until  at  length  there  is  great  resi- 
Toor  eommittee  find,  that  during  the  whole  son  to  apprehend,  that,  unless  some  very  sub- 
period  wfaidi  elapsed  from  177S  to  the  com-  stantial  reform  takes  place  in  the  management 
tiicemept  of  I78f ,  disorders  and  abuses  of  of  the  company's  afikirs,  nothing  will  be  left 
•very  kiDd  nraltiplied.    Wars,  contrary   to  for  investment,  for  dividend,  or  for  bargain ; 
pelicy,  and    con^vy  to  public  foith,  were  and  India,  instead  of  a  resource  to  the  publick, 
carrying  od  in  various  parts  of  India.     The  may  itself  come,  in  no  great  length  of  time, 
aBies,  dependents,  and  mdbjects  of  the  compa-  to  be  reckoned  amongst  tibe  publick  burthens, 
■y  weie  every  where  oppressed ;  dissensicms  In  this  manner,  the  inspection  of  the  minis- 
eooDoil  prevailed,  and  con-  ters  of  the  crown,  the  great  oementiBg  rsgu- 


18  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

ooualry  into  the  greatest  confusion.  With  About  an  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
regard  to  the  natives,  no  expedient  was  pro-  ii  also  remitted  from  Bengal,  on  the  com- 
pelled for  their  relief.  The  case  was  serious  pany's  account,  to  China ;  and  the  whole  of 
with  respect  to  European  powers.  The  the  product  of  that  money  flows  into  the 
prnudency  plainly  represented  to  the  direo  direct  trade  firom  China  to  Europe.  Beside 
tors,  that  some  agreement  should  be  made  this,  Bengal  sends  a  regular  supply,  in  time 
with  foreign  nations,  for  providing  their  in-  of  peace,  to  those  presidencies  which  are  un- 
Testment  to  a  certain  amount,  or  that  the  defi-  equal  to  their  own  establishment.  To  Bom- 
oencies  then  subsisting  must  terminate  in  an  bay,  the  remittance  in  money,  bills,  or  goods, 
•pen  rupture  with  France.  The  directors,  for  none  of  which  there  is  a  return,  amounts 
pressed  by  the  large  paymmits  in  England,  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  a 
were  not  free  to  abaiidon  their  system ;  and  year,  at  a  medium. 

all  possible  means  of  diverting  the  manufiu>  The  goods,  which  are  exported  from  Eu- 
titres  into  the  company's  investment  were  still  rope  to  India,  consist  chiefly  of  military  and 
anxiously  sought  and  pursued,  until  the  difli-  naval  stores,  of  clothing  for  troops,  sjid  <^ 
Cttlties  of  the  fnreign  companies  were  at  othor  objects  for  the  consumption  of  the 
length  removed  by  the  natural  flow  (rf*  the  fOT-  Europeans  residing  there;  and,  excepting 
tunes  of  the  company's  servants  into  Europe,  some  lead,  copper  utensils  and  sheet  copper, 
in  the  manner  idiich  will  be  stated  horeafcer.  wooll^i  cloth,  and  other  commodities  of  little 
But  with  all  these  endeavours  of  the  presi-  comparative  value,  no  sort  of  merchandise  is 
dency,  the  investment  sunk  in  1769,  and  they  sent  from  England,  that  is  in  demand  for  the 
were  even  obliged  to  pay  for  a  part  of  the  wants  or  desires  of  the  native  inhabitants. 
goods  to  private  merchants,  in  the  company's  When  an  account  is  taken  of  the  inter- 
bonds  bearing  interest.  It  was  plain  tluit  this  course  (for  it  is  not  coomiOTce)  which  is  car- 
oourse  of  Irasiness  could  not  hold.  The  ried  on  between  Bengal  and  England,  the 
manniarturers  of  Bengal,  far  from  being  gene-  pernicious  effects  of  the  system  of  investment 
rally  in  a  condition  to  give  credit,  have  always  from  revenue  will  appear  in  the  strongest 
requirM  advances  to  be  made  to  them ;  so  point  of  view.  In  Uiat  view,  the  whole  ex- 
have  the  merchants  very  generally :  at  least,  ported  produce  of  the  country  (so  far  as  the 
nnce  the  jHrevalence  of  the  English  power  in  company  is  concerned)  is  not  exchanged  in 
India.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  and  so  the  course  of  bart^ ;  but  is  taken  away  with- 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta  repres^ited  the  out  any  return  or  payment  whatsoever.  In  a 
matter,  to  provide  beforehand  a  year's  ad-  commercial  light,  therefore,  England  becomes 
▼ance.  This  required  great  efforts,  and  they  annually  bankrupt  to  Bengal,  to  the  amount 
were  made.  Notwithstanding  the  Amine  in  nearly  of  its  own  dealing ;  or  rather,  the 
1770,  whidi  wasted  Bmgal  in  a  manner  country  has  suffered  what  is  tantamount  to 
dreadfiil  beyond  all  example,  the  investment,  an  annual  plunder  of  its  manu&ctures  and  its 
by  a  variety  of  successive  expedients,  many  produce  to  the  value  (^twelve  hundred  thou- 
of  them  <^  the  moat  dangerous  nature  and  sand  pounds. 

tandency,  was  forcibly  kept  up ;  and  even  in  In  time  of  peace,  three  foreign  companies 

tibat  forced  and  unnatural  state,  it  gathered  i^ear  at  first  sight  to  bring  their  contribu- 

aCrength  almost  every  year.     The  d^ts  coo-  tion  of  trade  to  the  supply  of  this  continual 

tracked  in  the  in&n^  of  the  Sjrstem  were  drain.     These  are  the  companies  q(  France, 

gradually  reduced,  and  the  advances  to  con-  Holland  and  Denmark.    But  when  the  ob- 

traetora  and  manufrcttvers  were  regularly  ject  is  considered  more  nearly,  instead  of 

made;  so  that  ^  goods  fivm  Bengal,  pur-  relief,  these  companies,  who  from  their  want 

chased  from  the  territoriai  revenues,  frinn  the  of  authority  in  the  country  might  seem  to 

■tie  of  European  goods,  and  from  the  pro-  trade  upon  a  principle  merely  commercial, 

dnoe  of  the  monopolies  for  the  four  years  ^U  be  found  to  add  their  full  proportion  to 

which  ended  with  1780  (when  the  investment  the  calamity  brought   upon  Bengal  by  the 

from  the    surplus   revenues  finally  closed)  destructive  system  of  the  ruling  power ;  be- 

wwe  never  less  than  a  million  starling,  and  cause  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  of  all 

commonly  nearer  twelve  hundred  thousand  thesecompanies,  and  perb^s  the  whole  capi- 

pounds.     This  milli<m  is  the  lowest  value  of  tal  of  some  of  them,  is  furnished  exactly  as 

the  goods  sent  to  Europe,  for  which  no  satis-  the  British  is,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the 

fimion  is  made.* 

dred  thousand  pounds  annually,  of  the  export 

._^  from  Great  Britidn,  ought  to  be  deducted  from 

•  The  sale,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hun-  tMs  miUion. 
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eoBBiry.    The  civil  and  military  ■ervanta  of  mow  turn  of  money  haa  been  lent  Aon  Bb^ 

dw  English  East-India  company,  being  re-  dras,  or  from  Bengal,  but  it  equally  exhanati 

Mrided  in  drawing  bills  upon  Europe,  and  a  country  belonging  to  this  kingdom,  whaChir 

Boae  of  them  ever  making  or  proposing  an  it  comes  from  the  one  or  from  the  oUier. 

flrtabUsfament  in  India,  a  rery  great  part  of  But  that  the  greatness  of  all  these  draiaa, 

their  fbrtoaes,  well  or  ill  gotten,  is  in  all  and  their  effects,  may  be  rendered  more  Tisi* 

probtittlity  thrown,  as  frut  as  required,  into  ble,  your  committee  have  turned  their  conal* 

the  essh  of  these  ctmipanies.  deration  to  the  employment  of  those  parts 


In  til  other  countries,  the  rerenue,  follow-  of  the  Bengal  revenue,  which  are  not 

iBg  die  natural  course  and  order  of  things,  ployed  in  the  company's  own  inTestments 

arises  out  of  their  commerce.    Here,  by  a  for  China  and  for  Europe.    What  is  takes 

Busduerous  inrersitHi  of  that  order,  the  whole  over  and  above  the  investment   (when  aa 

foreign    maritime  trade,  whether  English,  investment  can  be  made)   from  the  gross 

Fnach,  Dutch,  or  Danish,  arises  fnnn  the  revenue,  either  for  the  charge  of  collectioD, 

nfenaes ;  and  these  are  carried  out  of  the  or  fbr  civil  and  military  establishments,  it 

country,  without  producing  any  thing  to  com-  in  time  of  peace  two  millions  at  the  least. 

pessate  so  heavy  a  loss.  From  the  portion  of  that  sum,  which  goes  to 

Your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  dis-  the  support  of  civil  government,  the  nativst 

oorerthe  entire  value  c^the  investment  made  are  almost  wholly  excluded,  as  they  are  from 

bf  foreign  companies.    But  as  the  invest-  the  principal  collections  of  revenue.     With 

neat,  which  the  English  East-India  company  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  only  employed 

derired  fix>m  its  revenues,  and  even  from  its  as  servants  vad  agents  to  Europeans,  or  in 

pd>lick  credit,  is  for  the  year  1783  to  be  the  inferiour  departments  of  collections,  wbea 

idwlly  stopped,  it  has  been  proposed  to  pri-  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  proceed  a  step 

nia  persons  to  make  a  subscription  for  an  without  their  assistance.      For  some  time 

inrestment  on  their  own  account.     This  in-  after  the  acquisition  of  the  territorial  revenue, 

▼estment  is  to  be  equal  to  the  sum  of  eight  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 

bmdred  thousand  pounds.    Another  loan  has  pounds  a  year  was  paid,  according  to  the 

been  also  made  for  an  investment  on  the  stipulation  of  a  treaty,  to  the  nabob  of  Bengal 

company's  account  to  China,  of  two  hundred  for  the  support  of  his  government.     This 

tJKxnand  pounds.     This  makes  a  million;  sum,  however    inconsiderable  compared  to 

and  there  is  no  question,  that  much  more  the  revenues  of  the  province,  yet,  distributed 

coald  be  readily  had  for  bills  upon  Europe,  through  the  various  departments  of  civil  ad- 

Now,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole  of  ministration,  served  in  some  degree  to  pre- 

the  money  remitted  is  the  property  of  British  serve  the  natives  of  the  better  sort,  partieu- 

■nbjects,  (none  else  having  any  interest  in  larly  those  of  the  Mahomedan  pr<rfessioo, 

remitting  to  Europe,)  it  is  not  un&ir  to  sup-  from  being  utterly  ruined.     The  people  <^ 

pose,  tkat  a  very  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  that  persuasion,  not  being  Ho  generally  engag- 

of  what  may  find  its  way  into  this  new  chan-  ed  in  trade,  and  not  having  on  their  conquest 

net,  is  not  newly  created ;  but  only  diverted  of  Bengal  divested  theantientGentA  proprie- 

from  those  channels,  in  which  it  formerly  ran,  tors  of  their  lands  of  inheritance,  had  for  their 

that  is,  the  cash  of  the  foreign  trading  com-  chief,  if  not  their  sole  support,  the  share  of  a 

panics.  moderate  conquerour  in  all  offices  civil  and 

Beside  the  investment  made  in  goods  by  military.    But  your  committee  find  that  this 

foreign  companies  from  the  funds  <n  British  arrangement  was  of  a  short  duration.     With- 

sdijects,  these  subjects  have  been  for  some  out  the  least  regard  to  the  subsistence  of  this 

time  in  the  practice  of  sending  very  great  innocent  people,  or  to  the  faith  of  the  agree- 

toms  in  gold  and  silver  directly  to  China  on  ment,  on  which  they  were  brought  under  the 

their  own  account.    In  a  memorial  presented  British  government,  this  sum  was  reduced, 

to  the  govemour-general    and    council,  in  by  a  new  treaty,  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 

Mardi,  1782,  it  appears,  that  the  principal  thousand  pounds ;  and  soon  after  (upon  a 

money  lent  by  British  subjects  to  one  com-  pretence  of  the  present  nabob's  minority,  and 

pany  c^merdmnts  in  China  then  amounted  to  a  temporary  sequestration  for  the  discharge 

seven  millions  of  dollars,  about,  one  million  of  his  debts)  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thoo- 

seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  sand  pounds  :  but  when  he  arrived  at  his  ma- 

Dot  the  smallest  particle   of  silver  sent  to  jority,  and  when  the  debts  were  paid,  tha 

China  ever  returns  to  India.    It  is  not  easy  sequestration  still  continued.    And,  so  hr 

tu  determine  in  what  proportions  this  enor-  as  the  late  advices  may  be  understood,  the 

Vol.  m.— S 


20  repoht  of  a  committee 

altowance  to  the  nabob  appears  still  to  stand    with  those  and  many  o^r  countries  tbrou^ 
•t  the  reduced  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty     its  own  sea-^orts. 

thousand  pounds.  During  that  period,  the  remittances  to  the 
The  other  resource  of  the  Mahomedans,     Mogul's  treasury  from  Bengal  were  never 
and  <^  the  GentAs  of  certain  of  the  higher     very   large,  at  least    for  any  considerable 
casts,  was  the  army.     In  this  army,  nine-     time ;  nor  very  regularly  sent ;  and  the  ira- 
tenths  of  which  consists  of  natives,  no  native,     positions  of  the  state  were  soon  repaid  with 
of  whatever  description,  holds  any  rank  higher     interest,  through  the  medium  of  a  lucrative 
than  that  of  a  tvhadar  commandant^  that  is,     commerce.     But  the  disorders    of  Persia, 
of  an  officer  below  the  rank  of  an  English     since  the  death  of  Kouli  KMn,  have  wholly 
subaltern,  who  is  appointed  to  each  company     destroyed  the  trade  of  that  country  ;  and  the 
of  the  native  soldiery.                                           trade  to  Turkey,  by  Judda  and  Bussorahy 
Your  committee  here  would  be  understood     which  was  the  greatest,  and  perhaps  the  best 
to  state  the  ordinary  establishment,  for  the     branch  of  the  Indian  trade,  is  very  much  di- 
war  may  have  made  some  alteration :  all  the     minished.     The  fall  of  the  throne  of  the  Mo- 
bonoand>le,  all  the  lucrative  situations  of  the     gul  emperours  has  drawn  with  it  that  of  the 
•nny,  all  the  supplies  and  contracts,  of  what-     great  marts  of  Agra  and  Delhi.     The  utmost 
vnn  species,  that  belong  to  it,  are  solely  in     confusion  of  the  north-western  provinces  fbU 
tiie  haJnds  of  the  English ;  so  that  whatever  is     lowed  this  revolution,  which  was  not  abso* 
beyond  the  mere  subsistence  of  a  common     lutely  complete,  until  it  received  the  last  hand 
•oldier,  and  *some  officers  of  a  lower  rank,     from  Great  Britain.     Still  greater  calamities 
together  with  the  immediate  expenses  of  the  have  fallen  upon  the  fine  provinces  of  Rohil- 
English  officers  at  their  table,  is  sooner  or  cund  and  Oude,  and  on  the  countries  of  Co- 
later,  in  one  shape  or  another,  sent  out  of  the  rah  and  Allahabad.     By  the  operations  of  the 
country.  British  arms  and  influence,  they  are  in  many 
Such  was  the  state  of  Bengal  even  in  time  places  turned  to  mere  deserts,  or  so  reduced 
of  profound  peace,  and  before  the  whole  weight  and  decayed  as  to  aflbrd  very  few  materials 
of  the  publick  charge  fell  upon  that  unhappy  or  means  of  commerce, 
country  for  the  support  of  other  parts  of  India,         Such  is  the  actual  condition  of  the  trade  of 
which  had  been  desolated  in  such  a  manner  Bengal,  since  the  establishment  of  the  British 
ms  to  contribute  little  or  nothing  to  their  own  power  there.  The  commerce  of  the  Camatick, 
protection.  as  far  as  the  inquiries  of  your  committee 
Tour  committee  have  givm  this  short  com-  have  extended,  did  not  appear  with  a  better 
parative  account  of  the  effects  of  the  mari-  aspect,  even  before  the  invasion  of  Hyder  Ali 
time  traffick  of  Bengal  when  in  its  natural  Kh4n,  and  the  consequent  desolation ;  which, 
state,  and  as  it  has  stood  since  the  preva-  for  many  years  to  come,  must  exclude  it  from 
lence  of  the  system  of  an  investment  from  the  any  considerable  part  of  the  trading  system, 
revenues.     But  before  the  formation  of  that        It  appears  on  the  examination  of  an  intelligent 
system,  Bengal  did  by  no  means  depend  for  person  concerned  in  trade,  and  who  resided  at 
ita  resources  on  its  maritime  commerce.    The  Madras  for  several  years,  that,  on  his  arrival 
inland  trade,  from  whence  it  derived  a  very  there,  which  was  in  the  year  1767,  that  ci^  was 
great  supply  of  silver  and  gold,  and  many  in  a  flourishing  condition,  rvod  ewe  of  the  first 
kinds  of  merchantable  goods,  was  very  consi-  marts  in  India ;  but  when  he  leil  it  in  1779, 
derable.     The  higher  provinces  of  the  Mogul  there  was  little  or  no  trade  remaining,  and  but 
empire  were  then  populous  and  opulent,  and  one  ship  belonging  to  the  whole  place.    The 
intercourse  to  an  immense  amount  was  car-  evidence  of  this  gentleman  purports,  that  at  his 
ried  on  between  them  and  Bengal.    A  great  first  acquaintance  with  the  Camatick  it  was  a 
trade  also  passed  through  these  provinces  well  cultivated  and  populous  country,  and  as 
firom  all  the  countries  on  the  frontier  of  Per-  such,  consumed  many  articles  of  merchandise ; 
sia  and  the  frontier  provinces  of  Tartary,  as  that  at  his  departure,  he  left  it  much  circum- 
well  as  from  Surat  and  Baroach  on  the  west-  scribed  in  trade,  greatly  in  the  decline  as  to 
em  side  of  India.     These  parts  opened  to  population  and  culture,  and  with  a  correspon- 
Bengal  a  communication  with  the  Persian  dent  decay  of  the  territ<M'ial  revenue. 
Ghilf  and  with  the  Red  Sea,  and  through      >  Your  committee  find,  that  there  has  also 
them  with  the  whole  Turkish  and  the  mari-  been  from  Madras  an  investment  on  the  corn- 
time  parts  of  the  Persian  empire,  beside  the  pany's  account,  taking  one  year  with  another, 
commercial  intercourse  which  it  maintained  very  nearly  <»  the  same  principles,  and  with  the 
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>  eSectaf  as  that  from  Bengal ;  and  they  not  expect  always  to  command.''    In  an  eaiw 

think  it  is  hi^ly  probable,  that,  beside  lira  lier  minute  he  expresses  himself  still  more  dii« 

itrge  suras  remitted  directly  from  Madras  to  tinctly  ;  he  says,  <^  If  the  internal  reaouroM 

Chfla,  there  has  likewise  been  a  great  deal  of  a  state  fa.il  it,  or  are  not  equal  to  its  oeea- 

OB  a  private  account^  for  that  and  other  coun-  aioncU  wants,  whence  can  it  obtain  immediate 

tries  invested  in  the  cash  of  foreign  and  £u-  relief,  but  from  external  means  1^    Indeed, 

ropean  powers  trading  on  the  coast  of  Coro-  the  investment  has  not  been  for  any  long  time 

■aadel.  But  year  conunittee  have  not  extend-  the  natural  product  of  the  revenue  of  Bengal  z 

ed  their  inquiries  relative  to  the  commerce  of  when  by  the  vast  charge,  and  by  the  ill  re* 

Ibe  oountrieH  dependent  on  Madras  so  far  as  turn  of  an  evil  political  and  military  traffick, 

they  have  done  ¥nith  regard  to  Bengal.    They  and  by  a  prodigal  increase  of  establishmenta, 

inTe  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  condition  is  and  a  profuse  conduct  in  distributing  agen- 

nAar  worse ;  but  if  the  house  requires  a  cies  and  contracts,  they  found   thenuMMvea 

■ore  minute  examination  of  this  important  under  difficulties,  instead  of  being  cured  <^ 

nAject,  your  committee  is  willing  to  enter  in-  their  immoral  and  impolitick  delusion,  they 

to  it  without  delay.  plunged   deeper    into   it,    and  were  drawn 

from  expedient    to    expedient    for  the  sup- 

— — —  ply  of  the    investment,    into    that   endleaa 

chain  of  wars,  which  this  house,  by  its 


,      ni.— XFFZCT  OF  THE  REYEiHTE  INVEST-  lutions,  has  SO  justly  Condemned.    At  home 

I                 MEirr  ON  THE  COMPANY.  theso  measures  Were  Sometimes  Countenanced, 

sometimes  winked  at,  sometimes  censured, 

HxTHEKTO,  your  conunittee  has  consider-  but  always  with  an  acceptance  of  whatever 

«1  this  ajeteaa  of  revenue  investment,  sub-  profit  they  afforded. 

ititoted  in  the  place  of  a  commercial  link  At  length  the  funds  for  the  investment,  and 
iwtweea  India  and  Europe,  so  £ir  as  it  affects  for  these  wars  together,  could  no  longer  be 
India  only  :  they  are  now  to  consider  it  as  it  supplied.     In  the  year  1778,  the  proviai<m 
affects  the  company.     So  long  as  that  corpo-  for  the  investment  fVom  the  revenues,  and 
ration  continued  to  receive  a  vast  quantity  of  from  the  monopolies,  stood  very  high.     It 
Berchantable  goods,  without  any  disburse-  was  estimated  at  a  million  four  hundred  thou- 
Bent  for  the  purchase,  so  long  it  possessed  sand  pounds ;  and  of  this  it  appears  that  a 
wherewithal  to  continue  a  dividend,  to  pay  great  deal  was  realized.     But  this  was  the 
debts,  and  to  contribute  to  the  State.     But  it  high  flood-tide  of  the  investment ;  for  in  that 
aiQst  have  been  always  evident  to  considerate  year  they  announce  its  probable  decline ;  and 
persons,  that  this  vast  extraction  of  wealth,  that  such  extensive  supplies  could  not  be 
from  a  country,  lessening  in  its  resources  in  continued.     The  advances  to  the  board  of 
proportionto  the  increase  <^  its  burthens,  was  trade  became  less  punctual,  and  many  dis- 
Dot  calculated  for  a  very  l<Hig  duration.     For  putes  arose  about  the  time  of  making  them, 
a  while,  the  company's  servants  kept  up  this  However,  knowing  that  all  their  credit  at 
uivestmait,   not  by  improving    commerce,  home  depended  on  the  investment,  or  upon 
manufiurtares,  or  agriculture,  but  by  forcibly  an  opinion  of  its  magnitude,  whilst  they  re- 
raising the  land-rents  on  the  principles  and  in  peat  their  warning  of  a  probable  deficiency, 
the  manner  hereafter  to  be  described.     When  and  that  their  "  Finances  bore  an  unfavour- 
these  extortions  disappointed,  or  threatened  able  aspect,"  in  the  year  1779,  they  rate  the 
to  disappoint,  expectation,  in  order  to  purvey  investment  still  higher.     But  their  payments 
fat  the  avarice  which  raged  in  England,  they  becoming  less  and  less  regular,  and  Uie  war 
sought  for  expedients  in  breaches  of  all  the  carrying  away  all  the  supplies,  at  length  Mr. 
agreements,  by  which  they  were  bound  by  Hastings,   in  December,    1780,  denounced 
any  payment  to  the  country  powers,  and  in  sentence  of  approaching  dissolution  to  this 
exciting  disturbances  among  all  the  neigh-  system,  and  tells  the  directors  that  "  He  bore 
bouring  princes.    Stimulating  their  ambition,  too  high  a  respect  for  their  characters  to  treat 
and  fomenting  their  mutual  animosities,  they  them  with  the  management  of  a  preparatory 
sold  to  them  reciprocally  their  common  servi-  and  gradual  introduction  to  an  unpleasing 
tode  and  ruin.  report.     That  it  is  the  orUi/  substanttcd  infor- 
The  govemour-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  mation  he  shall  have  to  convey  in  that  letter." 
the  cooncil,  tell  the  directors,  '<  That  the  sup-  In  confidence,  therefore,  of  their  fortitude,  he 
ply  for  the  investment  has  arisen  firom  casual  tells  them  without  ceremony,  "  That  there 
and  ejrtraordhuMry  resources,  which  they  could  will  be  a  necessity  of  making  a  large  reduo- 
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tioQ,  or  possibly  a  Mai  atapention  of  their  general,  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  April, 

investment ;  that  they  had  already  been  re-  1782,  after  stating  that  they  were  disappoint- 

duced  to  borrow  near  700,000  pounds.    This  ed  in  their  expectations  (how  grounded  it 

resource   (says  he)     cannot    last ;  it  must  does  not  appear)  "  thought  that  they  should 

cease  at  a  certain  period,  and  that  perhaps  not  be  able  to  spare  a  sum  to  the  board  of  trade" 

far  distant,**  — tell  the  court  of  directors  ^*  that  they  had 

He  was  not  mistaken  in  nis  prognostick.  adopted  a  new  method  of  keeping  up  the  iii- 
Loans  now  becoming  the  regular  resource  for  vestment,  by  private  subscribers  fcM*  eighty 
retrieving  the  investment,  whose  ruin  was  lacks  of  rupees,  which  will  find  carg99»  fm 
inevitable,  the  council  enable  the  board  of  thnr  $hip9  on  the  usual  terms  cf  privilege,  at 
trade,  in  April,  1781,  to  grant  certificates  for  the  risk  of  the  individutds;  and  is  to  be  re- 
government  bonds  at  eight  per  cent,  interest  paid  to  them  according  to  iAe  froduee  tf  the 
for  about  650,000  pounds.  The  investment  sales  in  England."  And  they  tell  the  dirco- 
was  fixed  at  900,000  pounds.  t<Nrs  that  *'  a  copy  of  the  plan  makes  a  nuni- 

But  now  another  alarming  system  appear-  her  in  their  separate  despatches  over  land.*' 
ad.  These  new  bonds  overloaded  the  mar-  It  is  impossible,  in  reporting  this  rerclvh- 
ket :  those  which  had  been  formerly  issued  tion  to  the  house,  to  avoid  remarking  with 
were  at  a  discount ;  the  board  of  trade  what  fidelity  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  council 
was  obliged  to  advance,  therefore,  a  fourth  have  adhered  to  the  mode  of  transmitting 
more  than  usual  to  the  contractors.  This  their  accounts,  which  your  committee  found 
seemed  to  satisfy  that  description  of  dealers,  it  necessary  to  mark  and  censure  in  their  first 
But  as  those  who  bought  on  agency  were  report.  Its  pemicioustendency  is  there  fully 
limited  to  no  terms  (^mutual  advantage,  and  set  forth.  They  were  peculiarly  called  on 
the  bonds  on  the  new  issue  fiilling  from  three  for  a  most  accurate  state  of  their  affairs,  in 
to  eight,  nine,  and  ten  per  cent,  discount,  the  order  to  explain  the  necessity  of  having  re- 
agents were  unable  to  furnish  at  the  usual  courae  to  such  a  sdieme,  as  well  as  for  a  fiill 
prices.  Accordingly,  a  discount  was  settled  and  correct  account  of  the  scheme  itself.  But 
on  such  terms  as  could  be  made ;  the  lowest  they  send  Mily  the  above  shcnrt  minute  by  one 
discount,  and  that  at  two  places  only,  was  at  despatdi  over  land,  whilst  the  copy  of  the  phui 
four  per  cent.,  which,  with  the  interest  on  the  itself,  on  which  the  directors  must  form  Uieir 
bonds,  made  (besides  the  earlier  advance)  at  judgment,  is  s^it  separately  in  another  de- 
the  least,  twelve  per  cent,  additional  charge  spatch  over  land,  which  has  never  arrived, 
upon  all  goods.  It  was  evident,  that  as  the  A  third  despatch,  which  also  contained  the 
investment,  instead  of  being  supported  by  the  plan,  was  sent  by  a  sea  conveyance,  and  ar- 
revmues,  was  sunk  by  the  ^11  of  their  credit,  rived  late.  The  directors  have,  for  very  obvi- 
BO  the  nett  revenues  were  diminished  by  the  ous  reasons,  ordered  by  a  strict  injunction, 
daily  aocumulation  of  an  interest  accruing  on  that  they  should  send  dnpUeates  of  all  their 
accoiqikt  of  the,investment.  What  was  done  despatches  by  every  sk^.  The  spirit  of  this 
to  alltfyiat^  ipito  complaint  thus  aggravating  rule  perhaps  ought  to  extend  to  every  mode 
the'^otiier,  and  at  length  proving  pernicious  to  of  conveyance.  In  this  case,  so  far  firom 
both,  this  trade  on  b<Nids  likewise  came  to  its  sending  a  duplicate,  they  do  not  send  even 
period.  one  perfect  account.     They  announce  a  plan 

Tour  committee  has  reason  to  think  that  by  one  conveyance,  and   they  send  it  by 

the  bonds  have  since  that  time  sunk  to  a  dis-  another  conveyance,  with  oth«r  delays  and 

count  much  greater  even  than  what  is  now  other  risks. 

stated.    The  board  of  trade  justly  denomi-  At  length,  at  nearly  four  months  distance, 

nates  their  resource  for  that  year  "  the  sink-  the  plan  has  been  received ;  and  appears  to 

ing  credit  of  a  paper  curroocy,  labouring,  be  substantially  that  which  had  been  announ- 

fVom  the  imcommon  scarcity  of  specie,  under  ced,  but  developing  in  the  particulars  many 

disadvantages  scarcely  surmountable.  *'  From  new  circumstances  of  the  greatest  importance, 

this  they  value  themselves   **  on  having  e&  By  this  plan  it  appears  t^t  the  subscription, 

Ibcted  an  ostensible  provision,  at  least  for  even  in  idea  or  pretence,  is  not  for  the  use  of 

that  investment."     For  178S  nothing  ap-  the  company  ;  but  that  the  subscribers  are 

pears  even  ostensible.  united  into  a  sort  of  society  for  the  remitting 

By  this  failure  a  total  revolution  ensued  of  their  private  fortunes:  the  goods,  indeed,  are 

the  most  extraordinary  nature,  and  to  which  said  to  be  shipped  on  the  eompany*s  aeomort, 

your  committee  wish  to  call  the  particular  and  they  are  directed  to  be  sold  on  the  sane 

attention  of  the  house.    For  the  comcil-  aoooont,  and  at  tha  usual  periods  of  sale;  but 
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iJer  the  payment  of  duties,  and  such  other  and  the  national  gain  will  be  the  mmm  as  i^oq 

•Uoiraaees  as  they  dioose  to  make,  in  the  the  regular  trade." 

lltii  utielei  thej  provide  ^*  that  the  renunn-  As    to   the  oombinati<m  of  this  mode  of 

da^  rf  tile  aalet  thall  revert  to  the  8ubacrU>er8f  remittance  with  the  company's  investment, 

udbededaredto  belAetr/yroiMrfy,  anddivid-  nothing  can  be  affirmed  concerning  it  until 

ei  JB  pnqportion  to  their  respective  shares."  some  satisfactory  assurance  can  be  held  oat, 

Tbe  compensation  which  they  allow  in  this  that  such  an  investment  can  evor  be  realized. 

piu  to  their  masters  for  their  brokerage,  is,  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  gentlemen  <^tbe  coud- 

that  if  (after  deducting  all  the  charges  which  cil  have  not  afforded  any  ground  for  such  an 

they  impose)  *<  the  amount  of  the  sales  shouid  expectation.     That  the  Indian  trade  may  b^. 

k  fommd  to  exceed  two  dullings  and  two  come  a  permanent  vehicle  of  the  private  Ibr- 

penoe  lor  the  current  rupee  of  the  invoice  ao-  tunes  of  the  company's  servants  is  very  proba- 

eowt,  it  shall  be  tak«i  by  the  company."  ble ;  that  is,  as  permanent  as  the  means  of 

For  the  management  of  this  concern  in  Ben-  acquiring  fortunes  in  India;  but  that  mmte 

p^  thej  eiiooae  oommissionors  by  their  own  frifit  will  accrue  to  the  company  is  absolutely 

antbority.     By  the  same  authority  they  form  impossible.     The  company  are  to  bear  all  the 

tiMm  into  a  body,  they  put  them  under  rules  charge  outwards,  and  a  very  great  part  of  that 

and  regnlattoos,  and  tl^y  empower  them  also  homewards ;  and  their  only  compensation  is 

to  make  regulations  o^their  own.    They  re-  the  surplus  commissiim  on  the  sale  d  other 

■it,  by  the  like  authority,  the  duties  to  which  people's  goods.     The  nation  will  undoid»tedly 

til  private  trade  is  subject,  and  they  charge  avoid  great  loss  and  detriment,  which  would 

the  whole  concern  with  seven  per  cent,  to  be  be  the  inevitable  consequence  <^  the  total 

paid  from  the  nett  produce  of  the  sales  in  cessation  of  the  trade  with  Bengal,  and  the 

England,  ma  a  recompense  to  the  commis-  ships  returning  without  cargoes.    But  if  this 

lioBers  ;  for  this  the  oommissionnrs  contract  temporary  expedient  should  be  improved  into 

to  bear  all  the  charges  on  the  goods  to  the  time  a  system,  no  occasional  advantages  to  be 

of  rinpping.  derived  from  it  would  be  sufficient  to  balance 

The  servants  having  formed  this  plan  of  the  mischiefii  of  finding  a  great  parliamentary 

feade,  and  a  new  commission  for  the  conduct  corporaticm  turned  into  a  vehicle  for  remitting 

of  it,  OB  their  private  account,— it  is  a  matter  to  England  the  private  fortunes  of  those  for 

of  consideration  to  know  ^o  the  commision-  whose  benefit  the  territorial  possessions  in 

ers  are.     They  turn  out  to  be  the  three  senior  India  are,  in  effect  and  substance,  under  this 

servants  of  the  company's  board  of  trade,  who  project,  to  be  aolely  held. 

chooee  to  take  upon  them  to  be  the  foctors  of  By  this  extraordinary  scheme,  tbe  company 

others,  for  large  emoluments,  whilst  they  re-  is  totally  overturned,  uid  all  its  relations  in- 

eeive  salaries  of  two  thousand  pounds,  and  verted.     From  being  a  body  concerned  in 

fifteeai  hundred  pounds  a  year  from  the  com-  trade  on  their  own  account,  and  employing 

paay.     As  tbe  company  luive  no  other  fund  servants  as  factors,  the  servants  have,  at  one 

dnm  the  new  inves^ent,  ISrom  whence  they  stroke,  taken  the  whole  trade  into  their  own 

are  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  their  servants'  hands,  on  their  own  capital  of  eight  hundred 

property,  this  oosonission  and  those  salaries  thousand  pounds,  at  their  own  risk ;  and  the 

being  to  take  place  of  their  brokerage,  th^  in  company  are  become  agents  and  factors  to 

effect  render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impossi-  them,  to  sell  by  commission  their  goods  for 

ble,  for  than  to  derive  advantage  from  Cheir  thar  profit. 

new  occupation.  To  enable  your  committee  to  form  some 

As  to  the  benefit  of  ihisjplim.*  besides  pre-  judgment  upon  the  profit,  which  may  accrue 

venting  the  loss,  which  must  happen  from  the  to  the  company  from  its  new  relation  and  em- 

eorapany*s  ships  returning  empty  to  Europe,  ployment,  they  directed,  that  an  estimate 

and  the  stopping  (^  all  trade  betwem  India  should  be  made  of  the  probable  proceeds  <^an 

and  England,  the  authors  of  it  state,  that  it  investment  conducted  on  the  principles  of  that 

will  «open«iie«eAanne<of  remittance,  and  intended  to  be  realized  for  178$.    By  this 

abolish  the  practice,  by  precluding  the  neces-  estiraatei*,  which  is  subjoined,  it  appears  to 

sity  of  remitting  private  'fortune  hy  foreign 

AottMRs;  and  that  it  may  lead  to  some  perma-  «  ..     .      r  .v      i       —      .       j     «« 

.       J  -           •**-.*•*/•*  •  Estimate  of  the  sale,  amount,  and  nett  pro- 

MMt  m»ds  for  remittance  of  private  fortunes,  ^.g^jg  ,„  England,  of  the  cargoes  to  be  sent  ffcm 

Md  of  eenimnig  it  with  the  re^lar  provision  Bengal .  agreeably  to  the  plan  received  by  letter 

of  the  company's  investment.    That  it  will  dated  the  8th  Aprd,  1783. 

yield  asMe  profit  to  tbe  eompany  without  risk;  This  calculation  supposes  the  80  lack  in. 
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your  committee,  that  so  far  from  any  surplus 
profit  from  this  transaction,  the  Bengal  ad- 
venturers themselves,  instead  of  realizing  two 
■hillings  and  two  pence  the  rupee  (the  stan- 
dard they  fix  for  their  payment,)  will  not  re- 
ceive the  one  shilling  and  nine  pence  which  is 
its  utmost  value  in  silver  at  the  mint ;  nor 
probably  above  one  shilling  and  five  pence. 
With  this  certain  loss  before  their  eyes,  it  is 
impossible  that  they  can  ever  complete  their 
subscription,  unless,  by  management  among 
themselves,  they  should  be  able  to  procure 
the  goods  for  their  own  account  upon  other 
terms' than  those  cm  which  they  purchased 
them  for  their  masters,  or  unless  they  have 
finr  the  supply  of  the  omipany,  on  their  hands, 
a  quantity  of  goods,  which  they  cannot  other- 
wise dispose  of.  This  latter  case  is  not  very 
improbable,  fr(mi  their  proposing  to  send  ten 
sixteenths  of  the  whole  investment  in  silk  : 
-which,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the  company 
has  prohibited  to  be  sent  on  their  account,  as 
a  disadvantageous  article.  Nothing,  but  the 
servants  being  overloaded,  can  rationally  ac- 
count for  their  choice  of  so  great  a  proportion 
«^so  dubious  a  comuKxlity. 

On  the  state  made  by  two  reports  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  general  court  in  1782,  their  a& 
fairs  were  even  then  reduced  to  a  low  ebb. 
But  under  the  arrangement  announced  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  it  does  not 

vestments  will  be  equal  to  the  tonnage  of  five 
ships. 


b.  3.  To  custom 

c.  3.  To  freight 

d.  4.  To  6  per  cent,  duty 

ou  /.  1,900,000 

e.  6.  To.  3  do.  warehouse 

room  do. 
7  do.   commission 
on  /.  604,500 

/.  6.  To  balance 


{.  830,000 
300,000 

65,000 
36,000 
43,815 

/.  653,315 
663,135 


a.  1.  By  sale  amount  of 
piece  goods  and 
raw  silk 

Discount  6j^  per 
cent,  allowed  the 
Buyers 


I  1,315,500 

,000 
84,500 


i  1. 1,300,( 

\ 


I.  1,315,600 


«.  1.  The  sale  amount  is  computed  on  an  ave- 
rage of  the  sales  of  the  two  last  years'  imports. 

b,  3.  The  custom  is  computed  on  an  average 


appear,  after  this  period  of  the  servants*  in- 
vestment, from  what  fund  the  proprietors  are 
to  make  any  dividend  at  all.  The  objects  of 
the  sale,  from  whence  the  dividend  is  to  arise, 
are  not  their  goods  :  they  stand  accountable 
to  others  for  the  whole  probable  produce. 
The  state  of  the  company's  commerce  will 
therefore  become  an  object  of  serious  conside- 
ration ;  an  afiair,  as  your  committee  appre- 
hends, of  as  much  difficulty  as  ever  tried  the 
faculties  of  this  house.  For,  on  the  one  hand 
it  is  plain,  that  the  system  of  providing'  the 
company's  import  into  Europe,  resting  almost 
wholly  on  an  investment  from  its  territorial 
revenues,  has  fitiled  :  during  its  continuance 
it  was  supported  on  principles  fatal  to  the 
prosperity  of  that  country.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  nominal  commerce  of  the  company  is 
sufiTered  to  be  carried  on  for  the  account  of 
the  servants  abroad,  by  investing  the  emolu- 
ments made  in  their  stations,  these  emolu- 
ments are  therefore  inclusively  authorised, 
and  with  them  the  practices  from  which  they 
accrue.  All  parliamentary  attempts  to  reform 
this  system  will  be  contradictory  to  its  insti- 
tution. If,  for  instance,  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  annually  be  necessary 
for  this  kind  of  investment,  any  regulation 
which  may  prevent  the  acquisition  of  Uiat  sum 
operates  against  the  investment  which  is  the 
end  proposed  by  the  plan. 

of  what  was  paid  on  piece  G:oods  and  raw  siUoi 
of  said  imports,  adding  additional  imposts. 

e.  3.  The  ships  going  out  of  this  season  0783), 
by  which  the  above  hivestmenc  is  expected  to  be 
sent  home,  are  taken  up  at  forty-seven  pounds 
five  shillings  per  ton  for  the  homeward  car^  ; 
this  charge  amounts  to  thirty-five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  each  ship ;  the  aodi- 
tlonal  wages  to  the  men,  which  the  company 
pav,  and  a  very  small  charge  for  demurrage, 
will  increase  the  freight,  &c.  to  forty  thousand 
pounds  per  ship,  agreeably  to  the  above  esti- 
mate. 

d.  4.  The  duty  of  five  per  cent  is  charged  by 
the  company  on  the  gross  sale  amount  of  all  pri- 
vate trade  licensed  to  be  brought  from  India ;  the 
amount  of  this  duty  is  the  only  benefit  the  com- 

f>any  are  likely  to  receive  from  the  subscription 
nvestment. 

e.  5.  This  charge  Is  likewise  made  on  private 
trade  goods,  and  is  little  (if  any  thing)  more  than 
the  real  expense  the  company  are  at  on  account 
of  the  same,  therefore  no  benefit  will  probably 
arise  to  the  company  from  it  on  the  sale  of  the 
said  investment. 

/.  6.  This  is  the  sum  which  will  probably  ba 
realized  in  England,  and  is  only  equal  to  one 
shilling  and  five  pence  per  rupee,  on  the  eighty 
lacks  subscribed. 
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On  diis  new  scheme  (which  is  neither  cal-  the  Slst  of  December  next,  and  the  renutin- 

culatod  for  a  future  security  nor  for  a  present  ing  five-eighths  on   the  Slst  of  December, 

relief  to  the  company)  it  is  not  visible  in  what  1783." 

manner  the  settlements  in  India  can  be  at  The  plan  of  April  divests  the  company  of 
all  upheld.  The  gentlemen  in  employments  all  property  in  Bengal  goods  transported  to 
abroad  call  for  the  whole  produce  of  the  year's  Europe;  but  in  recompense  they  are  free 
investment  firom  Bengal ;  but  for  the  payment  from  all  the  risk  and  expense,  they  are  not 
of  the  counter-investment  from  Eurq)e,  loaded  with  interest,  and  they  are  not  embar- 
which  is,  ^  the  firr  greater  part,  sent  out  for  rassed  with  bUls.  The  plan  of  May  rein- 
tbe  support  of  their  power,  no  provision  at  states  them  in  their  old  relation,  but  in  return, 
all  is  made  :  they  have  not,  it  seems,  agreed  their  revenues  in  Bengal  are  charged  with  an 
that  it  should  be  diarged  to  their  account  or  interest  <^  eight  per  cent  on  the  sum  sub- 
that  any  deduction  should  be  made  for  it  from  scribed,  until  bills  shall  be  drawn.  They  are 
tfie  proiduce  (^  their  sales  in  Leadenhall-street.  made  proprietors  of  cargoes  purchased  under 
How  fiur  such  a  sdieme  is  preferable  to  the  to-  the  disadvantage  of  that  interest  at  their  own 
tal  eospension  of  trade,  your  committee  can-  hazard.  They  are  subjected  to  all  losses, 
not  positively  determine.  In  all  likelihood,  and  they  are  involved  in  Europe  for  payments 
extraordinary  expedients  were  necessary ;  but  of  bills  to  the  amount  of  eighty  lades  of  ra- 
the causes  which  induced  thb  necessity  ought  pees,  at  two  shillings  the  rupee,  that  is,  in 
to  be  more  fully  inquired  into,  for  the  last  step  bills  for  eight  hundred  thousaixl  poimds  ster> 
m  a  series  of  conduct  may  be  justifiable  upon  ling.  It  is  probably  on  account  of  the  pre- 
principles  that  su|^)ose  great  blame  in  those  vious  interests  of  eight  per  cent,  that  the  va- 
which  preceded  it.  lue  of  the  rupee  on  this  scheme  is  reduced. 

ARer  your  committee  had  made  the  fore-  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  announce  to 

going  observations  upon  the    plan  of   Mr.  Lord  Macartney  no  other  than  the  foregoing 

Hastings  and  his  colleagues  transmitted  to  alteration  in  their  plan, 

the  court  of  directors,  an  extract  of  the  Ma-  It  is  discouraging  to  attempt  any  sort  of  ob- 

dras  ooDSultations  was  a  few  days  ago  laid  be-  servation  on  plans  thus  shifting  their  principle^ 

fore  us.     This  extract  contains  a  letter  from  whilst   their   merits  are  under  examination. 

the  governoar*genera]  and  council  of  Bengal  The  judgment  formed  on  the  scheme  of  April 

to  the  presidency  of  fort  St.  George,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  project  of  May. 

af&rds  a  very  striking,  though  to  your  com-  Your  committee  has  not  suppressed  any  part 

mittee,  by  no  means  an  unexpected  picture  of  the  reflections  which  occurred  to  them  on 

of  the  instability  of  their  opinions  and  con-  the  former  of  these  plans ;  first,  because  the 

duct.    On  the  8th  of  April  the  servants  had  company  knows  of  no  other  by  any  regular 

r^nUuly  formed  ami  digested  the  above-men-  transmissions ;  secondly,  because  it  is  by  no 

tioned  plan,  which  was  to  form  the  basis  for  means  certain,  that,  before  the  expiration  of 

the  investment  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  to  June  the  govemour-general  and  council  may 

fbrnsh  the  sole  means  of  the  commercial  ex-  not  revert  to  the  plan  of  April.    They  speak 

istence  of  their  masters.     Before   the  10th  of  that  plan  as  likely  to  be  (or  make  a  part 

of  the  following  May,  which  is  the  date  of  of  one  that  shall  be)  permanent.    Many  rea- 

their  letter  to  Madras,  they  informed  Lord  sons  are  alleged  by  its  authors  in  its  favour, 

Macartney  that  they  had  fundamentally  alter-  grounded  on  the  state  of  their  affairs ;  none 

ed  the  whole  scheme.    "  Instead  (say  they)  whatever  are  assigned  for  the  alteration.    It 

of  aHowing  the  subscribers  to  retain  an  into-  is,  indeed,  morally  certain,  that  persons  who 

rest  in  the  goods,'  they  are  to  be  provided  on-  had  money  to  remit  must  have  made  the  same 

tirely  on  account  of  tho  company,  and  trans-  calculation,  which  has  been  made  by  the  di- 

ported  at  their  ri$k  ,*  and  the  subscribers,  in-  rections  of  your  committee,  and   the  result 

stead  of  receiving  certificates  payable  out  of  must  have  been  eciualiy  clear  to  them ;  which 

Ae  pcxxlace  of  the  sales  in  Europe,  are  to  be  is,  that  instead  of  realizing  two  shillings  and 

granted  receipts  on  the  payment  of  their  ad-  two  pence  the  rupee  on  their  subscription,  as 

vances,  bearing  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent,  they  proposed,  they  could  never  hope  to  see 

per  annum,  until  exchanged  for  draughts  on  more  than  one  shilling  and  nine  pence.    This 

the  court  of  directors,  payable  three  hundred  calculation  probably  shook  the  main  pillar  of 

and  sixty-five  days  afler  sight,  at  the   rate  the  project  of  April.    But  on  the  other  hand, 

of  two  shillings    per  current  rupee,    which  as  the  subscibers  to  the  second  scheme  can 

draughts  shall  be  granted  in  the  proper  time  have  no  certain  assurance  that  the  company 

of  three-eighths  of  the  amount  subscribed  on  will  accept  biUs  so  far  exceeduig  their  allow* 
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ia  thii  particiilftr,  the  necessity  of  re-  rangement  of  thur  affairs  od  the  groundwork 

mitting  their  fortunes  may  beat  them  back  to  of  the  first  scheme,  which  was  officiAUy  and 

their  old  ground.     The  Danish  company  was  authentically  conveyed  to  them.     The  funda- 

the  only  means  of  remitting  which  remained,  mental  alteration  <^  that  plan  in  India  mi^ 

Attempts  have  been  made  with  success,   to  require  another  of  a  very  different  kind  in 

revive  a  Portuguese  trade  for  that  purpose.  England  ;  which  the  arrangements  taken  in 

It  is  by  no  means  clear,  whether  Mr.  Hastings  consequence  of  the  first  might  make  it  di&- 

and  his  colleagues  will  adhere  to  either  of  the  cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  execute.     What 

foregoing  plans ;  or,  indeed,  whether  any  in-  must  add  to  the  confusion  is,  that  the  altera^- 

vestment  at  all  to  that  amount  can  be  realized ;  tion  has  not  the  regular  and  official  authority 

because  nothing  but  the  convenience  of  re-  of  the  original  plan,  and  may  be  presumed 

mitting  the  gains  of  British  subjects  to  Lon-  to  indicate  with  certainty  nothing  more  than 

don  can  support  any  of  these  projects.  that  the  business  is  Mgom  afloat,  and  that  no 

The  situation  of  the  c<Mnpany  under  this  achmne  is  finally  determined  on.     Thus  the 

perpetual  variation  in  the  system  of  their  in-  company  is  left  without  any  fixed  dntaupon 

vestment  is  truly  perplexing.     The  mannw  which  they  can  make  a  rational  disposition  oi 

in  which  they  arrive  at  any  knowledge  of  it,  their  affairs. 

is  no  less  so.  The  letter  to  Lord  Macartney,  The  fact  is,  that  the  principles  and  aseoao- 
by  which  the  variation  is  discovered,  was  not  my  of  the  company's  trade  have  been  so  conk- 
intended  for  transmission  to  the  directors,  pletely  corrupted  by  turning  it  into  a  vehicle  for 
It  was  merely  ((nt  the  information  of  those  tribute,  that  whenever  circumstances  require 
who  were  admitted  to  a  share  of  the  subscrip-  it  to  be  replaced  again  upon  a  bottom  truly 
tion  at  Madras.  When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  commercial,  hardly  anything  but  confusion 
this  information  to  those  subscribers,  he  might  and  disasters  can  be  expected  as  the  first  re- 
well  enough  have  presumed  an  event  to  hap-  suits.  Even  before  the  acquisition  of  the  ter- 
pen, which  did  happen ;  that  is,  that  a  vessel  ritorial  revenues,  the  system  of  the  comp*- 
might  be  despatched  from  Madras  to  Europe ;  ny's  commerce  was  not  formed  upon  prind- 
and,  indeed,  by  that  and  by  every  devisable  pies  the  most  fiivourable  to  its  prosperity ;  for 
means,  he  ought  not  only  to  have  apprised  whilst  on  the  one  hand,  that  body  received 
the  directors  of  this  most  material  change  in  encouragement  by  royal  and  parliamentary 
the  plan  of  the  investment,  but  to  have  enter-  charters,  was  invested  with  several  ample  pri- 
ed folly  into  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  his  vileges,  and  even  with  a  delegation  of  the  most 
making  it.  essential  prerogatives  of  the  crown;  on  the 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  ships  other,  its  commerce  was  watched  with  an  in- 

which  brought  to  England  the  plan  of  the  8th  vidious  jealousy,  as  a  species  of  dealing  dan- 

of  April,  did  not  sail  fh>m  Bengal  until  the  geroos  to  the  national    interests.     In  that 

1st  (^  May.    If  the  change  had  been  in  con-  light,  with  regard  to  the  company's  imports, 

temptation  for  any  time  before  the  13th  of  A-  there  was  a  total  prohibition  from  domestick 

pril,  two  days  would  have  sufficed  to  send  an  use  of  the  most  considerate  articles  of  thnr 

account  of  it,  and  it  might  have  arrived  along  trade ;  that  is,  of  all  silk  stufik,  and  stained 

with  the  plan  which  it  affected.     If,  therefore,  and   painted  cottons.     The  British  market 

such  a  change  was  in  agitation  before  the  sail-  was    in    a    great    meassure    interdicted    to 

ing  of  the  ships,  and  yet  was  concealed  when  the  British  trader.     Whatever  advantages 

it  might  have  been  communicated,  the  conceal-  might  arise    to  die   general    trading    inte- 

ment  is  censurable.    It  is  not  improbable  that  rests  of  the  kingdom  by  this  restraint,  its 

some  change  of  the  kind  was  made  or  meditated  East-India  intwest  was  undoubtedly  injured 

before  the  sailing  of  the  ships  for  Europe ;  for  by  it.    The  company  is,  also,  and  has  been 

it  is  hardly  tobe  imagined,  that  reasons  wholly  from  a  very  early  period,  obliged  to  fiu^ 

unlocked  for  should  appear  for  setting  aside  nish  the  ordnance  with  a  quantity  of  salt- 

a  plan,  concerning  the  success  of  which,  the  petre  at  a  certain  price,  wiUiout  any  reference 

council-general  seemed  so  very  confident ;  to  the  standard  q€  the  markets,  either  of  ptar- 

tbat  a  new  one  should  be  proposed;  that  its  chase  or  of  sale.    With  regard  to  their  eiqKMt, 

merits  should  be  discussed  among  the  mo-  they  were  put  also  under  difficulties  upon  very 

neyed  men ;   that   it  should  be  adopted  in  mistaken  notions ;  for  they  w«re  obliged  to 

council,  and  officially  ready  for  transmission  export  annually  a  certain  prop<Htion  of  Bri- 

to  Madras  in  twelve  or  thirteen  days.    In  tish  manufactures,  even  though  th^  shouU 

this  perplexity  of  plan  and  of  transmission,  find  for  them  in  India  none,  or  but  an  nnpro- 

the  court  of  directors  may  have  made  an  ar-  fitable  want.    This  compubwy  export  might 
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t  and  in  tome  instaiices  has  operated,  the  capital,  and  to  aflbrd  a  reasonable  diri- 

nner  more   grievoua  than  a  tax  to  the  dend.    And  your  committee  find  that  in  the 

of  the  loss  in  trade.    For  the  pay-  first  four  years  the  investment  firom  Bengal 

'  a  tax  is  in  general  divided  in  unequal  amounted  to  4,176,525/.;  upon  2,260,277/. 

i  between  the  vender  and  consumer,  there  was  gain  of  186,377/.  and  upon  1,916,- 

est  part  &lling  upon  the  latter.    In  248/.  a  loss  of  705,666/. ;  so  that  the  excess 

» before  us,  the  tax  may  be  as  a  dead  of  loss  above  gain,  upon  the  whole  of  thefbre* 

on  the  trading  capital  of  the  company,  going  capital,  was  in  the  four  years  no  less 

spirit  of  all  t^e  regulations  naturally  than  61 9,229/. 

o  weaken,  in  the  very  wiginal  constitu-  If  the,  trade  were  confined  to  Bengal,  and 

the  company,  the  main  spring  of  the  the  company  were  to  trade  on  those  terms  up- 

taal  machine,  the  prineiplf  of  pn^  on  a  capital  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent.  In- 

'.  And  the  misdiief  arising  fr<Hn  an  in-  dian  interest,  their  revenues  in  that  province 

0  to  those  principles  has  constantly  in-  would  be  soon  so  overpowered  with  debt,  that 
widi  the  increase  of  its  power.     Fw  those  revenues,  instead  of  supporting  the  trade 

he  company  had  acquired  the  rights  would  be  totally  destoyed  bjr  it.    If,  on  the 

reiiputy  in  India,  it  was  not  to  be  ex-  other  hand, '  the  company  traded  upon  bills, 

that  the  attention  to  profit  and  loss  with  every  advantage,  far  from  being  in  a  con- 

lave  increased.     The  idea  of  remit-  dition  to  divide  the  smallest  per-centage,  their 

Mtfe  in  goods  naturally  produced  an  bankruptcy  here  would  be  ineviteble. 

Bnce  to  their  price  and  quality ;  the  Your  committee  then  turned  to  the  trade  of 

lieHMelves  appearing  little  else  than  a  the  other  ftctories  and  presidencies,  and  they 

paduge  to  the  tribute.    Merchandise,  constantly  found,  that  as  the  power  and  do- 

s  tribute,  or  bou^  in  lieu  of  it,  can  minion  of  the  company  was  less,  their  profit 

Migbeof  a  kind,  or  of  a  price  fitted  to  on  the  goods  was  greater.     The  investments 

bC  whidi  stands  solely  on  its  commer-  of  Madras,  Bombay,  and  Bencoolen,  have  in 

iitation.     The  indifference  of  the  mer-  the  foregoing  four  years,  upon  a  capital  of 

•overeign  to  his  trading  advantages  1,151,176/.  iMid  a  gain  upon  the  whole  of  829,- 

ly  relaxed  the  diligence  of  his  subor-  622/.     The  greatest  of  all  is  that  of  Bencool- 

fiMtornnagistrates,  through  all  their  en,  which,  on  a  capital  of  76,571/.  produced 

MM,  and  in  all  their  functions ;  it  gave  a  profit  of  107,760/.     This  however  is  but  a 

least  so  &r  as  the  principal  was  com-  small  brandi  of  the  company's  trade.    The 

to  mudi  neglect  of  price  and  of  good-  trade  to  China,  on  a  capital  of  1,717,463/. 

tlMir  pnrdiases.    If  ever  they  showed  produced  an  excess  of  gain,  amounting  to  874,- 

raordinary  degrees  of  accuracy  and  se-  096/.  whidi  is  about  fifty  per  cent.     But  such 

,  it  would  naturally  be  in  favour  of  that  was  the  evil  in^ence  of  the  Bengal  invest- 

t  to  which  they  could  not  be  indiffer-  ment,  that  not  only  the  profits  of  the  Chinese 

rbe  company  mi^  suffer  above,  the  trade,  but  of  all  the  lucrative  branches  taken 

■light  suffer  beiow ;  the  intermediate  together,  were  so  sunk  and  ingulfed  in  it, 

mat  profit  to  the  prejudice  of  both.  that  the  whole  profit  on  a  capital  of  7,045,- 

r  eommittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  164/.  reached  to  no  more  than  684,489/. ;  that 

vf  is  now  arrived  at  that  point  when  the  is,  to  189,607/.  less  than  the  profit  on  the 

sent,  firooi  surplus  revenue,  or  from  die  Chinese  trade  alone ;  less  than  die  total  profits 

r  war  ceasing,  it  is  become  mudi  more  on  the  gainfiil  trades  taken  together,  520,727/. 

try  to  fix  its  commerce  upon  a  com-  It  is  very  remarkable  that  in  the  year  1778| 

1  basis.  And  this  opinion  led  your  VThen  the  Bengal  investment  stood  at  the 
ttee  to  a  detailed  review  of  all  the  ar-  highest,  that  is,  so  high  as  1,228,316/.  though 
if  the  Indian  traffick  upon  which  the  the  Chinese  trade  produced  an  excess  of  gain 
nd  loss  was  steady  ;  anid  we  have  cfao-  in  that  year  of  209,243/.  and  that  no  loss  of 
leriod  of  four  years,  during  the  contin-  moment  could  be  added  to  that  of  Bengal 
sf  the  revenue  investment,  and  prior  (except  about  45,000/.  on  the  Bombay  trade) 
borrowing,  or  any  extraordinary  cLraw-  the  whole  profit  of  a  capital  of  2,040,787/. 
bills,  in  wder  to  find  out  how  far  the  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  9,480/. 

ander  circumstances  when  it  will  be  The  circnmstances  of  the  time  have  render- 

wj  to  carry  it  on  1^  borrowing,  or  by  ed  it  necessary  to  call  up  a  vigorous  attention 

IT  by  exportation  of  bullion,  can  be  to  this  state  of  the  trade  of  £e  oomptnj  be* 

adiiitiiefonBereourBe,8oa8to8ecure  tween  Europe  and  India. 
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iJiTBRiiAL  TRADE  OF  BEHOAL.  pEiiy's  Servants  obtained  a  migh^  Moendut 

over  the  native  princes  of  Bengal,  who  owed 

The  internal  trade  of  Bengal  has  next  at-  their  elevation  to  the  British   arms.     The 

tracted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee.  company,  which  was  new  to  that  kind  of 

The  great  and  valuable  articles  of  the  com-  power,  and  not  yet  thoroughly  apprized  of  its 

pany's  investment,  drawn  from  the  articles  of  real  character  and  situation,  considered  itself 

internal  trade,  are  raw  silk,  and  various  de-  still  as  a  trader  in  the  territories  of  a  foreign 

■criptions  of  piece  goods  made  of  silk  and  potentate,  in  the  prosperity  of  whose  coontry 

cotton.     These  articles   are  not  under  any  it  had  neither  interest  nor  duty.     The  ser- 

fonnal  monopoly  :  nor  does  the  company  at  vants,  with  the  same  ideas,  followed  their  fbr- 

present  exercise  a  declared  right  of  pre-  tune  in  the  channels  in  which  it  had  hitherto 

emption  with  regard  to  them.     But  it  does  ran,  only  enlarging  them  with  the  enlargement 

not  appear  that  the  trade  in  these  particulars  of  their  power.     For  their  first  ideas  of  pn^ 

is  or  can  be  perfectly  free ;  not  so  much  on  were  not  official ;  nor  were  their  oppressimw 

mocount  of  any  direct  measures  taken  to  pre-  those  of  ordinary  despotism.     The  first  in- 

Tent  it,  as   from  the  circumstances  of  the  struments  of  their  power  were  formed  out  of 

country,  and  the  manner  of  carrying  onbusi-  evasions  of  their  antient  subjecti(Mi.     The 

ness  there.     For  the  present  trade,  even  in  passport  of  the  company  in  the  hands  </  its 

these  articles,  is  built  from  the  ruins  of  old  servants  was  no  longer  under  any  restraint ; 

monopolies  and  pre-emptions,  and  necessarily  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  immuni^  be- 

partakes  of  the  nature  of  its  materials.  gan  to  cover  all  the  merchandise  of  the  coon- 

In  order  to  show  in  what  manner  manufac-  try.  Cossim  Ali  KMn,  the  sectMid  of  the 
tures  and  trade  so  constituted  contribute  to  nabobs,  whom  they  had  set  up,  was  but  ill  dis- 
the  prosperity  of  the  natives,  your  committee  posed  to  the  instruments  of  his  greatness, 
conceives  it  proper  to  take,  in  this  place,  a  He  bore  the  yoke  of  this  imperious  commerce 
short  general  view  of  the  progress  of  the  with  the  utmost  impatience  :  he  saw  his  sub- 
English  policy  with  relation  to  the  commerce  jects  excluded  as  aliens  from  their  own  trade, 
of  Bengal,  and  the  several  stages  and  grada-  and  the  revenues  of  the  prince  overwhelmed  in 
tions  by  which  it  has  been  brought  into  its  the  ruin  of  the  commerce  of  his  dominions, 
actual  state.  The  modes  of  abuse,  and  the  Finding  his  reiterated  remonstrances  on  the 
means  by  which  commerce  has  suffered,  will  extent  and  abuse  of  the  passport  ineffectual, 
be  considered  in  greater  detail  under  the  dis-  he  had  recourse  to  an  unexpected  expedient, 
tinct  heads  of  those  objects  which  have  chiefly  which  was  to  declare  his  resoluticm  at  once  to 
suffered  by  them.  annul  all  the  duties  on  trade,  setting  it  equal- 

During  the  time  of  the  Mogul  government,  ly  free  to  subjects  and  to  foreigners, 

the  princes  of  that  race,  who  omitted  nothing-  Never  was  a  method  of  defeating  the  op- 

for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  in  their  pressions  of  monopoly  more  forcible,  more 

dominions,  bestowed  very  largo  privileges  simple,  or  more  equitable:  no  sort  of  plausible 

and  immunities  on  the  English  East-India  objection  could  be  made ;  and  it  was  in  vain 

company,  exempting  them  from  several  duties,  to  think  of  evading  it.     It  was  therefore  met 

to  which  their  natural-bom  subjects  were  with  the  confidence  of  avowed  and  determined 

liable.     The  company's  dustuck,  or  passport,  injustice.     The  presidency  of  Calcutta  open- 

aecured  to  them  this  exemption  at  all  the  cus-  ly  denied  to  the  prince  the  power  of  protect- 

tom-houses  and  toll-bars  of  the  country.  The  ing  the  trade  of  his  subjects,  by  the  remission 

company  not  being  able,  or  not  choosing  to  of  his  own  duties.     It  was  evident  that  his 

make  use  of  their  privilege  to  the  full  extent  authority  drew  to  its  period  ;  many  reasons 

to  which  it  might  be  carried,  indulged  their  and  motives  concurred,  and  his  fall  was  has- 

servants  with  a  qualified  use  of  their  passport,  tened  by  the  odium  of  the  oppressions  which 

under  which,  and  in  the  name  of  the  company,  he  exercised  voluntarily,  as  well  as  of  those 

they  cairied  on  a  private  trade,  either  by  them-  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  submit, 

selves,  or  in  society  with  natives  ;  and  thus  When  this  example  was  made,  Jaffier  Ali 

found  a  compensation  for  the  scanty  allow-  Kh&n,  who  had  been  deposed  to  make  room 

ances  made  to  them  by  their  masters  in  Eng-  for  the  last  actor,  was  brought  from  penury 

land.  ^  As  the  country  government  was  at  that  and  exile  to  a  station,  the  terms  of  which  he 

time  in  the  fuhiess  of  its  strength,  and  that  could  not  misunderstand.    During  his  life, 

this  immunity  existed  by  a  double  connivance,  and  in  the  time  of  his  children,  who  succeeded 

it  was  naturally  kept  within  tolerable  limits,  to  him,  parts  of  the  territorial  revenue  were 

But  by  the  revolution  in  1757,  the  com-  assigned  to  the  company ;  and  the  whole,  un- 
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der  the  name  of  the  residency  at  the  nabob*s  their  concerns  in  India,  and  to  lay  the  iounda* 
oourt,  was  brought,  directly  or  indirectly,  un-  tions  of  a  system  of  restraint  on  the  exorbi- 
der  the  controul  of  British  subjects.     The  tancies  of  their  servants.     Accordingly,  so 
eoii^Mii3r*8  servants,  armed  with  authorities  early  as  the  year  1765,  they  confine  them  to  a 
driegated  firom  the  nominal  government,  or  trade  only  in  articles  of  export  and  import ; 
attended  with  what  was  a  stronger  guard,  the  and  strictly  prohibit  them  from  all  dealing  in 
bme  of  their  own  power,  appeared  as  magis-  objects  of  internal  consumption.    About  the 
tntes  in  the  markets,  in  which  they  dealt  as  the  same  time,  the  presidency  of  Calcutta 
traders.     It  was  impossible  for  the  natives  in  found  it  necessary  to  put  a  restraint  upon 
general  to  distinguish,  in  the  proceedings  of  themselves,  or  at  least  to  make  a  show  of  a 
the  same  persons,  what  was  transacted  on  the  disposition  (with  which  the  directors  appear 
oompany's  account,  from  what  was  done  on  much  satisfied)  to  keep  their  own  enormoua 
Uieirown  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  so  difiicult  to  power  within  bounds, 
draw  this  line  of  distinction,  that,  as  long  as  But,  whatever  might  have  been  the  inten- 
tbe  onnpany  does,  directly  or  indirectly,  aim  tions,  either  of  the  directors  or  the  presidencji 
at  any  advantage  to  itself  in  the  purchase  of  both  found  themselves  unequal  to  the  ezecu- 
lay  commodity  whatever,  so  long  will  it  be  tion  of  a  plan,  which  went  to  defeat  the  pro- 
impracticable  to  prevent  the  servants  availing  jects  of  almost  all  the  English  in  India ;  poe- 
tbnnselves  of  the  same  privileges.  sibly  comprehending  some  who  were  makers 
The  servants,  therefore,  for  themselves,  or  of  the  regulations.    For  as  the  complaint  of 
for  their  employers,  monopolized  every  article  the  country,  or  as  their  own  interest  predomi- 
of  trade,  fcnreign  and  domestick ;  not  only  nated  with  the  presidency,  they  were  always 
the  raw  merchantable  commodities,  but  the  shifting  from  one  course  to  the  other ;  so  tbit 
manufibctures ;  and  not  only  these,  but  the  it  became  as  impossible  for  the  natives  to 
necessaries  of  life,  or  what,  in  these  countries,  know  upon  what  principle  to  ground  any 
habit  has  confounded  with  them ;   not  only  commercial  speculation,  from  the  imcertainty 
silk,  cotton,  piece  goods,  opium,  salt-petre,  of  the  law,  under  which  they  acted,  as  it  was 
but  not  onfrequently  salt,  tobacco,  betel  nut,  when  they  were  oppressed  by  power,  without 
and  the  grain  of  most  ordinary  consumption,  any  colour  of  law  at  all ;  for  the  directors,  in 
In  the  name  of  the  country  government  they  a  few  months  after  they  had  given  these  tokens 
laid  on  or  took  off,  and  at  their  pleasure  of  approbation  to  the  above  regulations  in 
bei^tened  or  lowered,  all  duties  upon  goods  :  fevour  of  the  country  trade,  tell  the  presi- 
the  whole  trade  of  the  country  was  either  de-  dency,  "  It  is  with  concern  we  see,  in  every 
Btroyed  or  in  shackles.     The  acquisition  of  page  of  your /consultations,  restrictions ^  limi^ 
the  I>aann6,  in  1765,  bringing  the  English  tationSj  prohibitions^  qffecting  various  artides 
into  the  immediate  government  of  the  country,  of  trade  J* 

in  its  most  essential  branches,  extended  and  On  their  side,  the  presidency  freely  confess 

confirmed  all  the  former  means  of  monopoly,  that  these  monopolies  of  inland  trade  "  were 

In  the  progress  of  these  ruinous  measures,  the  foundation  of  all  the  bloodsheds,  massa- 

tfarou^  all  their  details,  innumerable  griev-  cres,  and  confusions,  which  have  happened  of 

anoes  were  suffered  by  the  native  inhabitants,  late  in  Bengal." 

iHudi  were  represented  in  the  strongest,  that  Pressed  in  this  urgent  manner,  the  directors 

is,  their  true  colours,  in  England.     Whilst  came  more  specifically  to  the  grievance,  and 

the  fiur  greater  part  of  the  British  in  India  at  once  annul  all  the  passports  with  which 

were  in  eager  pursuit  of  the  forced  and  exor-  their  servants  traded  without  duties,  holding 

bitant  gains  of  a  trade  carried  on  by  power,  out  means  of  compensation,  of  which  it  does 

contests  naturally  arose  among  the  competi-  not  appear  that  any  advantage  was  taken.    In 

tors ;  those,  who  were  overpowered  by  their  order  that  the  duties  which  existed,  should  no 

rivals,  became  loud  in  their  complaints  to  the  longer  continue  to  burthen  the  trade  either  of 

eoort  of  directors,  and  were  very  capable,  the  servants  or  natives,  they  ordered  that  a 

from  experience,  of  pointing  out  every  mode  number  of  oppressive  toll-bars  should  be  taken 

of  abase.  away,  and  the  whole  number  reduced  to  nine 

The  court  of  directors,  on  their  part,  began,  of  the  most  considerable. 

though  very  slowly,  to  perceive,  that  the  When  Lord  Clive  was  sent  to  Bengal  to 

eoiBrtry,  wfaidi  was  ravaged  by  Uiis  sort  of  effect  a  reformation  of  the  many  abuses  which 

conBaroe,  was  their  own.    These  complaints  prevailed  there,  he  considered  monopoly  to  be 

obBged  the  directors  to  a  strict  examination  so  inveterate  and  deeply  rooted,  and  the  just 

into  the  real  sources  of  the  mismanagement  of  rewards  of  the  company's  servants  to  be  so 
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•eompUcatod  with  that  mjuitice  to  the  coun-  tntdhig  capital  onployed  against  fhamnlw     , 
try,  that  the  latter  could  not  easily  be  remov-  and  a^iainst  the  natives,  and  struggUng  in  viii     ^ 
ed  without  taking  away  the  former.     He  against  abuses,  which  were  inseparably  oon*     , 
adopted,  therefore,  a  plan  for  dealing  in  cer-  nected  with  the  system  of  their  own  prefiBrcaot 
tain  articles,  which,  as  he  conceived,  rather  in  trade,  in  the  year  1773  they  came  to  tlM 
«ught  to  be  called  "  a  regulated  and  restricts  manly  resolution  of  setting  an  "TUTppk  to     ^ 
ed  trade^*  than  a  formal  monopoly.     By  this  their  servants,  and  gave  up  all  use  of  pow«     ^ 
plan  he  intended  that  the  profits  should  be  dis-  and  influence  in  the  two  graind  articles  of  thck 
tributed  in  an  orderly  and  proportioned  man-  investment,  silk  and  piece  goods.     They  di- 
ner for  the  reward  of  services,  and  not  seized  rected  that  the  articles  should  be  bought  at  u 
by  each  individual  according  to  the  measure  equal  and  publick  market  Croni  the  natin 
of  his  boldness,  dexterity,  or  influence.  merchants :  and  this  order  they  directed  to 

But  this  scheme  of  monopoly  did  not  sub-  be  published  in  all  the  principal  marts  of 

•sist  long,  at  least  in  that  mode,  and  for  those  Bengal. 

purposes:  three  of  the  grand  monopolies,  Tour  committee  are  clearly  of  opinioii| 
those  of  opium,  salt,  and  sadt-petre,  were  sue-  that  no  better  method  <^  purchase  could  bo 
•cessively  by  the  company  taken  into  their  own  adopted.  But  it  soon  appeared,  that  in  deep- 
hands.  The  produce  of  the  sale  of  the  two  rooted  and  inveterate  abuses  the  wisest  prin- 
ibrmer  articles  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  ciples  of  reform  may  be  made  to  operate  so 
goods  for  their  investment ;  the  latter  was  destructively,  as  wholly  to  discredit  the  de- 
exported  in  kind  for  their  sales  in  Europe,  sign,  and  to  dishearten  all  pers<ms  firom  the 
The  senior  servants  had  a  certain  share  of  prosecution  of  it.  The  presidency,  who  seem- 
emolument  allotted  to  them  from  a  commis-  ed  to  yield  with  the  utmost  reluctance  to  tho 
sion  on  the  revenues.  The  junior  servants  execution  of  these  orders,  soon  made  the  di- 
were  rigorously  confined  to  salaries,  on  which  rectors  feel  their  evil  influence  upon  their 
they  were  unable  to  subsist  according  to  their  own  investment.  For  they  found  the  silk  and 
rank.  They  were  strictly  ordered  to  abstain  cotton  cloths  rose  twenty-five  per  cent,  above 
from  all  dealing  in  objects  of  internal  com-  their  former  price,  and  a  further  rise  c^lbr^ 
merce.  Those  of  export  and  import  were  percent,  was  annoimced to  them, 
left  open  to  young  men  without  mercantile 

experience,  and  wholly  unprovided  with  mer-  — • 
cantile  capitals;    but  abundantly  furnished 

with  large  trusts  of  the  publick  m<»ey,  and  0ILK« 
with  all  the  powers  of  an  absolute  govern- 
ment.   In  this  situation,  a  religious  absti-  What  happened  with  regard  to  raw  silk 
nence  from  all  illicit  gain  was  prescribed  to  is  still  more  remarkable,  and  tends  still  m<Mre 
men  at  nine  thousand  miles  distance  from  the  clearly  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  commercial 
seat  of  the  supreme  authority.  servitude  during  its  unchecked  existence,  and 

Your  committee  is  far  from  meaning  to  the  consequences  which  may  be  made  to  arise 

justify,  or  even  to  excuse  the  oppressions  and  flH)m  its  sudden  reformation.    On  laying  op^ 

cruelties  used  by  many,   in  supplying  the  the  trade,  the  article  of  raw  silk  was  instantly 

deficiencies  of  their  regular  allowances  by  all  enhanced  to  the  company  full  eighty  per  cmt. 

manner  of  extortion.    But  many  smaller  ir-  The  contract  for  that  commodity,  wound  off 

regularities  may  admit  some  alleviation  from  in  the  Bengal  method,  which  used  to  sell  lor 

thence.    Nor  does  your  committee  mean  to  less  than  six  rupees,  or  thirteen  shillings  for 

express  any  desire  of  reverting  to  the  mode  two  pounds  weight,  arose  to  nine  rupees,  or 

{cantnved  in  India,  but  condemned  by  the  near  twenty  shillings,  and  the  filature  silk 

directors)  of  rewarcfing  the  servants  of  an  was  very  socm  afler  contracted  fi>r  at  fburteen. 

higher  class  by  a  regulated  mcmopoly.     Their  The  presidenqr  accounted  for  this  rise,  by 

object  is  to  point  out  the  deficiencies  in  the  observing,  that  the  price  had  before  been  arH' 

system,  by  which  restrictions  were  laid  that  trary^  and  that  the  persons  who  purveyed  for 

could  have  little  or  no  effect,  whilst  want  and  the  company,  paid  no  more  than  "  what  way 

power  were  suffered  to  be  united.  judged  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

But  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  at  that  first  providers.**    This  fact  explains,  more 

time,  though  not  altogether  judicious,  were  in  fully  than  the  most  laboured  description  can 

many  respects  honourable  to  them,  and  fk-  do,  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  monopoly  on  the 

Toorable,  in  the  intention  at  least,  to  the  cultivators.    They  had  the  su/^cienesr  of  tfw&r 

country  tfiey  governed.     For  finding  their  maintenance  measured  out  by  the  judgm^rt  of 
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dM0e  lAo  were  to  pr^ifit  bj  their  labour  •  and  in  general  fanned  for  five  yean,  and  the  amm 
iMa  measure  was  not  a  great  deal  more,  by  gregate  increase  estimated  at  only  18S  170 
dtoir  own  mccoont,  than  about  two-thirds  c^    pounds  sterling  (on  a  supposition  that  sucb 
the  falue  of  that  faibour.     In  all  probability  increase  will  be  realized)  yet  if  the  ■nnittl 
it  was  mudi  less ;  as  these  dealings  rarely  investment  be  sixty  lacks,  and  the  advance  of 
pawed  through  intermediate  hands  without  price  thirty  per  cent,  only,  such  advance  will 
leariBg  a  considerable  profit.     These  oppres-  exceed  the  increa»e  of  the  revenue  by  no  |ti» 
noas,  it  will  be  observed,  were  not  confined  than  829,330  pounds  aterling.** 
tothe  company's  dmre,  which  however  covers         The  indignation  which  the  directors  felt  at 
ed  a  great  part  of  the  trade ;  but  as  this  was  being  reduced  to  this  distressing  situation  wt» 
«i  article|>ermitted  to  the  servants,  the  same  expressed  to  their  servants  in  very  stroac 
power  of  arbitrary  valuation  must  have  been  terms.     They  attributed  the  whole  to  their 
extended  over  the  whole,  as  the  market  must  practices,  and  say,  "  We  are  fiu*  from  beii^ 
be  equalized,  if  any  authority  at  all  is  eztoid-  convinced  that  the  competition  which  tends 
ed  over  it  by  those  who  have  an  interest  in  to  raise  the  price  <^  goods  in  Bengal  is  wholly 
the  restraint.     The  price  was  not  only  raised,  between  public  European  companies,  or  ba» 
bat  in  the  manufactures  the  quality  was  de-  tween  merchants  in  general,  who  export  t» 
wased  nearly  in  an  equal  proportion.     The  foreign  markets :  we  are  rather  of  opinion 
directors  conceived,  with  great  reason,  that  that  the  sources  of  this  grand  evil  have  been 
due  rise  of  price  and  ddsasement  of  quality  the  extraordinary  privileges  granted  to  ind»> 
arose  not  finom  the  effect  of  a  free  market,  viduals  in  our  service,  or  under  our  license,  l» 
bat  fnm  the  servants  having  taken  that  op-  trade  without  restriction  throughout  the  pro- 
portunity  of  throwing  upon  the  market  of  vinces  of  Bengal ;  and  the  encouragement 
their  masters  the  refuse  goods  of  their  own  they  have  had  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  nt- 
prirate  trade,  at  sodi  exorbitant  prices  as  by  termost,  even  in  such  goods  as  were  proper 
nmtual  connivance  they  were  pleased  to  set-  for  our  investment,  by  observing  the  success 
tie.    The  mischief  was  greatly  aggravated  by  of  those  persons  who  have  from  time  to  tima 
its  happening  at  a  time  when  the  company  found  means  to  dispose  qf  their  tnerehandi»e  i9 
were  obliged   to   pay  for  tiieir  goods  with  our  ^ovemcmr  and  counci/,  though  of  so  bad  a 
bonds  bearing  an  high  interest.  quality  as  to  be  sold  here  with  great  difficulty, 
The  perplexed  system  of  the  company's  sifler  having  been  frequently  refused,  and  put 
coDcems,  composed  of  so   many  opposite  up  at  the  next  sale  without  price,  to  the  very 
morements  and  contradictory  principles,  ap-  great  discredit  and  disadvantage  oi  the  conk< 
pears  no  where  in  a  more  clear  light.    If  pany.*'    In  all  probability  the  directors  wan 
trade  continued  under  restraint,  their  terri-  not  mistaken ;  for,  upon  an  inquiry  instituted 
torial  revenues  must  suffer  by  diecking  the  soon  af\er,  it  was  found  that  CantA  BabO,  tha 
general  prosperity  of  the  country;  if  they  set  Banian,  or  native  steward-  and  nuunager  ta 
it  free,  means  were  taken  to  raise  the  price  Mr.  Hastings  (late  president)  held  two  of 
and  ddbase  the  quality  of  the  goods ;  and  this  these  contracts  in  his  own  name  and  thai  cf 
again  fell  upon  the  revenues  out  of  which  the  his  son,  for  considerably  more  than  one  bun* 
payment  for  the  goods  was  to  arise.     The  dred  and  fifV)r  thousand  pounds.      This  di»* 
ohservaUons  of  the  company  on  that  occasion  covery  brought  on  a  prohibition  from  the  court 
are  just  and  sagacious,  and  they  will  not  pep>  of  directors  of  that  suspicious  and  dangerous 
nut  the  least  doubt  concerning  the  policy  of  dealing  in  the  stewards  of  persons  in  high 
these  onnatural  trades.     "  The  amount  of  office.     The  same  man  held  likewise  hrmm 
our  Bengal  cargoes  from  1769  to  1773,  is  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoo^ 
2,901,194  pounds  sterling,  and  if  the  average  sand  pounds  a  year  of  the  landed  revenue, 
increase  of  price  be  estimated  at  twenty-five  with  the  same  suspicious  appearance,  oon* 
per  cent,  only,  the  amount  of  such  increase  is  trary  to  the  regulations  made  under  Mr. 
725,298  pounds  sterling.**    **  The  above  cir^  Hastings^s  own  administrati<Mi. 
comstances  are  exceedingly  alarming  to  us ;        In  the  mortifying  dilemma  to  which  the  di* 
but  what  must  be  our  concern  to  find  by  the  rectors  found  Uiemselves   reduced,  whereby 
advices  of  our  president  and  council  of  1773,  the  ruin  of  the  revenues,  either  by  the  free- 
that  a  fiirther  advance  of  ibrtjr  per  cent,  on  dom  or  the  restraint  of  trade,  was  evident, 
Bengal  goods  was  expected  uid  allowed  to  they  considered  the  first  as  most  n^id  and 
be  the  consequence  of  advertisements  then  urgent ;  and  therefore  once  more  revert  totha 
paiblidied,  authorizing  a  firee  trade  in  the  ser^  system  of  their  antient  pre-emption,  and  da* 
vice  T*    "  We  find  the  Duann6  revenues  are  stroy  that  freedom,  which  they  had  so  lately 
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•ion  of  your  inrestments.    Toa  mre  not  to  be,  in  fiitore,  iiiacte^wMrsI,  ani2«Crie<^i 

forbear  lending  even  those  sorts  u^ueh  are  at'  totncd." 

temUd  with  lotiy  in  case  such  should  be  ne-  This  system  must  have  an  immediate  ten- 

cessary  to  supply  an  investment  to  as  great  dency  towards  disordering  the  trade  of  India, 

an  amount  as  you  can  provide  Jrom  your  oum  and  must  finally  end  in  great  detriment  to  the 

retoureee ;  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  ccmipany  itself.     The  c^ect  of  the  restrictive 

your  being  ther^y  enabled  to  increase  your  system  on  the  weaver  is  evident.     The  au- 

consignments  of  this  valuable  branch  of  na*  thority  given  to  the  servants  to  bay  at  an  ad« 

tional  commerce,  even  to  the  utmost  of  your  vanced  price,  did,  of  necessi^,  furnish  means 

wishes.     But  it  is  our  positive  order,  that  no  and  excuses  for  every  sort  of  fraud  in  their 

part  of  such  investment  be  provided  with  purchases.      The  instant  the  servant  of  a 

borrowed  money,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  merchant  is  admitted,  on  his  own  judgment, 

draughtM  upon  our  trecaury  in  Ijondon ;  since  to  overbid  the  market,  or  to  send  goods  to  his 

the  license,  which  has  already  been  taken  in  master  which  shall  sell  at  loss,  than  is  no 

this  respect,  has  involved  us  in  difficulties,  longer  any  standard  i%on  which  his  un&ir 

which  we  yet  know  not  how  we  shall  sur-  practices  can  be  estimated,  or  any  effectual 

mount."  means  by  which  they  can  be  restrained.   The 

This  very  instructive  paragn^h  lays  open  hope,  entertained  by  the  directors,  of  confining 
the  true  origin  of  the  internal  decay  of  Bengal,  this  destructive  practice  of  giving  an  enhanced 
The  trade  uid  revenues  of  that  country  were  price  to  a  particular  spot  must  ever  be  feund 
(as  the  then  system  must  necessarily  have  totally  delusive.  Speculations  will  be  affect- 
been)  of  secondary  consideration  at  best.  Pre-  ed  by  this  artificial  price  in  every  qoarter  in 
sent  supplies  were  to  be  obtained,  and  present  which  markets  can  have  the  least  communiea* 
demands  in  England  were  to  be  avoided,  at  tion  with  each  other, 
every  expense  to  Bengal.  In  a  very  few  years  the  court  of  directors 

The  spirit  of  increasing  the  investment  began  to  feel,  even  in  Leadenhall-ctreet,  the 

from  revenue  at  any  rate,  and  the  resolution  ^ecU  of  trading  to  loee  upon  the  revenaesy 

of  driving  all  competitors,  Europeans  or  na-  especially  on  those  of  Bengal, 

tives,  out  of  the  market,  prevailed  at  a  period  In  the  letter  of  February,  1774,  they  ol^ 

•till  more  early,  and  prevailed  not  only  in  serve,  that  "  looking  back  to  their  accounts 

Bengal,  but  seems,  more  or  less,  to  have  dif-  for  the  four  preceding  years,  on  several  of  the 

fused  itself  through  the  whole  sphere  of  the  descriptions  of  silk,  there  has  heea  an  m- 

company^s  influence.    In  1768  they  gave  to  creasing  lon^  instead  of  any  alteration  Ibrthe 

the  presidency  of  Madras  the  following  me-  better  in  the  last  year's  productions.     This 

morable  instruction,  strongly  declaratory  of  (they  say)  threatens  the  destruction  of  that 

their  general  system  of  policy.  valuable  branch  of  national  commerce."  And 

<'  We  shall  depend  upon  your  prudence  then  they  rec<Mnmend  tuek  regulations  (as  if 

(say  they)  to  discourage  foreigners ;  and  be-  regulations  in  that  state  of  things  could  be  of 

ing  intent,  as  you  have  been  repeatedly  ao-  any  service)  as  may  obtain  "  a  profit  in  fi^ 

quainted,  on  bringing  home  as  great  a  part  of  ture,  instead  of  so  considerable  a  loss,  whidi 

tiie  revenues  as  possible  in  your  manufactures,  toe  can  no  longer  nutain" 

the  out-bidding  them  in  those  parts  where  they  Your  committee  thought  it  necessary  to  in- 

interfbre  with  you,  would  certainly  prove  an  quire  into  the  losses  wluch  had  actually  been 

effectual  step  for  answering  that  end.     We  sufllbred  by  this  unnatural  forced  trade ;  and 

therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  offer  such  find  the  loss,  so  early  as  the  season  of  1776, 

increase  of  price  as  you  shall  deem  may  be  to  be  77,650^  ;  that  in  the  year  1777  it  arose 

consistently  given ;  that,  by  beating  them  out  to  168,206Z.     This  was  so  great  that  worse 

of  the  market,  the  quantities  by  you  to  be  pro-  could  hardly  be  apprehend^;  however,  in 

vided  may  be  proportionably  enlarged ;  and  if  the  season  o(  1778,  it  amounted  to  255,0702. 

you  take  this  method,  it  is  to  be  so  cautiously  In  1779  it  was  not  so  ruiaously  great,  because 

practised  as  not  to  enhance  the  prices  in  the  the  whole  import  was  not  so  considerable ; 

places  immediately  under  your  controul.    On  but  it  still  stood  enormously  high ;  so  high  as 

this  subject  we  must  not  omit  the  approval  of  141,8002.    In  the  whole  four  years  it  came  to 

your  prohibiting  the  weavers  of  Cuddalore.  642,725/.     The  observations  of  the  directors 

from  making  up  any  cloth  of  the  same  sort-  were  found  to  be  fully  verified.     It  is  re- 

ments  that  are  provided  for  us ;  and  if  such  markable  that  the  same  article  in  the  China 

prohibition  is  not  now,  it  should  by  all  means  trade  produced  a  considerable  and  uniform 
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profit.    On  UuB  curcumstance  little  obsenra-  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  sale, 

tion  is  necessary.  Soon  afler,  they  formed  a  regular  scale  of  fixed 

During  the  time  of  their  struggles  for  en-  prices,  abore  which  they  found  they  could  not 

Urging  this  losing  trade,  which  they  consider-  trade  without  loss. 

ed  as  a  national  d»ject,  what  in  one  point  of  Whilst  they  were  continuing  these  metbo(b 
Tiew  it  was,  and  if  it  had  not  been  grossly  to  secure  themselves  against  future  losses,  the 
miamanaged,  might  have  been  in  more  than  Bengal  ships  which  arrived  in  that  year,  an- 
ooe ;  in  this  part  it  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  the  nounced  nothing  but  their  continuance.    Some 
directors  a  very  great  share  of  mmt ;  no  de-  articles  by  the  high  price,  and  others  fi^m 
gree  of  thought,  of  trouble,  or  of  reasonable  their  ill  quality,  were  such  **  as  never  could 
expanse,  was  spared  by  them  for  the  improve-  answer  to  be  sent  to  Europe  at  any  price." 
maA  of  the  commodity.     They  framed  with  The  directors  renew  their  prohibition  of  mak- 
I        diligence,  and  apparently  on  very  good  infer-  ing  fresh  contracts,  the  present  being  gene- 
I       matioo,  a  code  of  manufacturing  regulations  rally  to  expire  in  the  year  1 781 .    But  this  trade 
j        for  that  purpose ;  and  #Bveral  persons  were  whose  fundamental  policy  might  have  admitted 
seat  out,  conversant  in  the  Italian  method  of  of  a  doubt  as  applied  to  Bengal,  (whatever  it 
'        preparing  and  winding  silk,  aided  by  proper  might  have  been  with  regard  to  England,)  was 
,       maduaes  for  &cilitating  and  perfecting  the  nowitselfexpiringinthehandsoftbecompanyi 
work.     This,  under  proper  care,  and  in  course  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  govern- 
or time,  might  have  produced  a  real  improve-  ment  for  power  to  enlarge  their  capacity  of  re- 
meat  to  Bengal ;  but,  in  the  first  instance,  it  ceiving  bills  upon  Europe.     The  purchase  bj 
oalurally  drew  the  bieiness  from  native  man-  these  bills  they  entirely  divert  from  raw  silk, 
agement ;  and  it  caused  a  revulsion  from  the  and  order  to  be  laid  out  wholly  in  piece  goods. 
trade  and  manufactures  of  India,  which  led  as  Thus,  having  found  by  experience,  that  this 
oatnrally  and  inevitably  to  an  European  mo-  trade,  whilst  carried  on  upon  the  old  princi- 
Dopdy,  in  some  hands  or  other,  as  any  of  the  pies,  (of  whatever  advantage  it  might  have 
modes  of  coercicm,  which  were  or  could  be  em-  been  to  the  British  manufacturers,  or  to  the  in- 
ployed.     The  evil  was  present  and  inherent  dividuals  who  were  concerned  in  it  in  Bengal,) 
in  the  act.     The  means  of  letting  the  natives  had  proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  company, 
into  the  benefit  of  the  improved  system  of  pro-  the  directors  resolved  to  expunge  the  raw  silk 
duce  was  likely  to  be  counteracted  by  the  gene-  from  their  investment.     They  gave  up  the 
ral  ill  conduct   of  the  company's  concerns  whole  to  private  traders,  on  condition  of  pay- 
abroad.    For  a  while,  at  least  it  had  an  effect  ing  the  freight,  charges  and  duties ;  permit- 
still  worse ;  for  the  company  purchasing  the  ting  them  to  send  it  to  Europe  in  the  corapa- 
raw  cocoon,  {m*  silk-pod,  at  a  fixed  rate,  the  ny's  ships  upon  their  own  account, 
first  producer,  who,  whilst  he  could  wind  at  The  whole  of  this  history  will  serve  to  de- 
his  own  house,   employed  his  ^unily  in  this  monstrate  that  all  attempts,  which  in  their 
labour,  and  could  procure  a  reasonable  liveli-  original  system,  or  in  their  necessary  con- 
bood  by  baying  up  the  cocoons  for  the  Italian  sequences,  tend  to  the  distress  of  India,  roust, 
fiiatore,  now  incurred  the  enormous  and  ruin-  and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  make  them- 
ous  loss  of  fifty  per  cent.    This  appears  in  a  selves  felt  even  by  those  in  whose  fiivour  such 
letter  to  tbepreridency,  written  by  Mr.  Bough-  attempts  have  been  made.     India  may  pos- 
ton  Rouse,  now  a  member  of  your  committee,  sibly,  in  some  future  time,  bear  and  sup- 
But,  for  a  l<mg  time,  a  c<msiderable  quantity  port  itself  under  an  extraction  of  measure  or 
of  that  in  the  old  Bengal  mode  of  winding  oa  of  goods ;    but  much  care  ought  to  be 
was  bought  (or  the  company  from  contractors,  taken,  Uiat  the  influx  of  wealth  shall  be  greater 
and  it  continues  to  be  so  bought  to  the  present  in  quantity,  and  prior  in  time  to  the  waste, 
time;  but  the  directors  complain,  in  their  let-  On  abandoning  the  trade  in  silk  to  private 
ter  of  the  12th  of  May,  1 780,  that  both  species,  hands,  the  directors  issued  some  prohibitions 
particularly  the  latter,  had  risen  so  extrava-  to  prevent  monopoly ;  and  they  gave  some  di- 
gantly,  that  it  vras  become  more  than  fortjr  rections  about  the  improvement  of  the  trade, 
per  cent,  dearer  than  it  had  been  fifteen  years  The  prohibitions  were  proper,  and  the  direo- 
ago.    In  that  state  of  price  they  condemn  tions  prudent ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
their  servants,  very  justly,  for  entering  into  that  whilst  all  the  means,  instruments,  and 
contracts  for  three  years ;  and  that  for  seve-  powers  remain,  by  which  monopolies  were 
ral  JrwiAt  of  silk,  of  very  different  goodness,  made,  and  through  v^ch  abuses  formerly  pre- 
opon  averages  un&irly  formed,  were  the  com-  vailed,  all  verbal  orders  will  be  fruitless, 
modities,  averaged  at  an  equal  price,  differed  This  branch  of  trade,  being  so  long  prinei* 

Vol.  ra.— 3. 
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pally  managed  by  the  company's  servants  for  to  about  three  hmklred  thousaxMl  pomiiis  vahl    > 
the  company,  and  under  its  authority,  can-  in  cloths.     In  the  year  1776,  it  had&Uento    ^ 
■ot  be  easily  taken  out  of  their  hands  and  pass  about  two  hundred  thousand,  or  two-thirds  of    * 
to  the  natives,  especially  when  it  is  to  be  car-  its  former  produce.    Of  this  the  eompany's    •> 
lied  on  without  the  oontroul  naturally  inhere  demand  amounted  only  to  a  fourth  part,  tint    * 
ent  in  all  participation.     It  is  not  difficult  is,  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  yearly.    This    ^• 
to  conceive  how  this  forced  preference  of  was  at  that  time  provided  by  agents  for  the    < 
traffick  in  a  raw  commodity  must  have  in-  company,  under  the  inspection  of  their  ooo* 
jured  the  manufactures,  while  it  was  the  mercial  servants.    On  pretence  of  seeming 
policy  of  the  company  to  continue  the  trade  an  advantage  for  this  fourth  part  of  their  mas- 
on their  own  account.     The  servants,  so  fiu*  ters,  they  exerted  a  most  violent  and  arbitrary 
from  deviating  from  their  course,  since  they  power  over  the  whole.     It  was  asserted  that 
have  taken  the  trade  into  their  own  manage-  they  fixed  the  company's  mark  to  such  goods 
ment,  have  gone  much  further  into  it.     The  as  they  thought  fit  (to  all  goods,  as  stated  id 
proportion  of  raw  silk  in  the  investment  is  one  complaint)  and  Asposed  of  them  as  they 
to  be  augmented.      The  proportion  of  the  thought  proper,  excluding  not  only  all  the  nt- 
whole  cargoes  for  the   year   1783,  divided  tive  dealers,  but  the  Dutdi  company  and  pri- 
into  sixteen  parts,  is  ten  of  raw  silk,  and  vate  English  merchants ;  that  they  made  ad- 
•iz  only  of  manufactured  goods.     Such  is  vances  to  the  weavers,  often  beyond  their 
the  proportion  of  this  losing  article  in  the  known  ability,  to  repay  in  goods  withm  the 
scheme  for  the  investment  of  private  for-  year ;  and  by  this  means,  having  got  them  in 
tunes.  debt,  held  them  in  perpetual  servitucfo.    Their 
In  the  reformed  scheme  of  sending  the  in-  inability  to  keep  accounts  teft  them  at  the  dis- 
Testment  on  account  of  the  company,  to  be  cretioo  of  the  agents  of  the  supreme  power  to 
paid  in  bills  upon  Europe,  no  mention  is  made  make  their  balances  what  they  pleased,  and 
of  any  change  of  these  proportions.     Indeed,  they  recovered  them  not  by  legal  process, 
some  limits  are  attempted  on  the  article  of  but  by  seizure  of  their  goods  and  arbitrary  inn 
silk  with  regard  to  its  price ;  and  it  is  not  prisonment  of  their  persons.     One  and  the 
improbable  that  the  price ;  to  the  master  and  same  dealer  made  the  advance,  valued  the  re- 
the  servant  will  be  very  difierent ;  but  they  turn,  stated  the  account,  passed  the  judgment, 
cannot  make  profitable  purchases  of  this  ar-  and  executed  the  process, 
tide,  without  strongly  condemning  all  the  for-        Mr.  Rouse,  chief  of  the  Dacca  province, 
mer  purchases  of  the  board  of  trade.  who  struggled  against  those  evils,  says,  that 

in  the  year  1773  there  were  no  balances  due, 

■  as  the  trade  was  then  carried  on  by  the  native 

brokers.     In  less  than  three  years  these  ba* 

cx.0TH8|  oa  Pixcx  oooDS,  lances  amounted  to  an  immense  sum  ;  a  sum 

lost  to  the  company,  but  existing  in  full  force 
Thx  general  system  above  stated  relative  for  every  purpose    of  oppression.     In  the 
to  the  silk  trade,  must  materially  have  affect-  amount  of  these  balances,  almost  every  wea- 
ed  the  manufactures  of  Bengal,  merely  as  it  ver  in  the  country  bore  a  part,  and  consequent- 
was  a  system  of  preference.     It  does  by  no  ly  they  were  almost  all  caught  in  this  snare, 
means  satis&ctorily  appear  to  your  commit-  ''They  are,  in  general,''  (says  Mr.  Rouse,  in 
tee,  that  the  freedom  held  out  by  the  company'^  a  letter  to  General  Clavering,  delivered  to 
rarious  orders  has  been  ever  fUlly  enjoyed,  or  your  committee  )  "  a  timid,  helpless  people ; 
tbat  the  grievances  of  the  native  merchants  and  many  of  them  poor,  to  the  utmost  degree  of 
manufacturers  have  been  redressed.     For  we  wretchedness ;  incapable  of  keeping  accounts ; 
fiod,  on  good  authority,  that  at  that  very  peri-  industrious  as  it  were  by  instinct  ;  unable  to 
od  at  which  it  might  be  supposed  that  these  defend  themselves  if  oppressed ;  and  satisfied, 
orders  had  their  operation,  the  oppressions  if  with  continual  labour  they  derive  from  the 
were  in  full  vigour.    They  appear  to  have  fitli-  fiiir  dealing  and  humanity  of  their  employer, 
en  heaviest  on  the  city  of  Dacca,  formerly  a  moderate  subsistence  for  their  families." 
tka  great  staple  for  the  finest  goods  in  India ;         Such  were  the  people  who  stood  accused  by 
a  iplace  once  full  of  opulent  merchants  and  the  company's  agents,  as  pretending  grievan- 
«l«»lers  ef  all  descriptions.  ces,  in  order  to  be  excused  the  payment  of 
The  eity  and  district  of  Dacca,  before  the  their  balances.     As  to  the  commercial   sUte 
pravalence  of  the  East-India  company's  in-  of  the  province  in  general,  Mr.  Rouse  repre- 
ilitence  and  authority,  manufactured  annually  aonts  it  "to  be  for  these  two  years  a  perpetu- 
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B  of  complaint  and  disputation : are  firm  and  determined ;  asierting  the  rifhC 

apany's  agents  professing  to  pay  higher  and  policy  of  such  restraints,  and  layingdown 

>  weavers,  whilst  the  Leadenhall  sales  a  rule  for  his  conduct  at  the  &ctory,  which,  he 

i  an  heavy  loss  to  the  company.     The  says,  will  give  no  cause  of  just  complaint  to 

s  have  even  travelled  in  multitudes,  private  traders.    He  adds,  **  I  have  no  doubt 

>r  their  complaints  at  the  presidency,  but  that  they  have  hitherto  provided  invest- 

oonnt  of  the  investment,  comparatively  ments,  and  it  cannot  turn  to  my  interest  to 

writh  balances  comparatively  large,  and,  preclude  them  noio,  though  I  must  ever  think 

iderstand,  generally  contested  by  the  it  my  duty  to  combat  the  private  views  of  indi- 

8.     The  native  merchants,  called  de-  viduals,  who  $et  thenuelvn  up  aa  oompelitort 

moved  from  their  influence  as  prejudi-  under  Uiat  very  body,  under  whose  license 

die  company's  concerns ;  and  Euro-  and  indulgence  only  they  can  derive  their  privi- 

lercfaants  complaining  against  undue  lege  of  trade ;  all  I  contend  (or  is  the  «am« 

:e  of  the  company's  commercial  agents,  i^/htenee  my  emplo7ers  have  ev er  had."    He 

eating  the  free  purchase  even  of  those  ends  by  declining  any  reply  to  any  of  their 

rhidi  the  company  never  takes."  ftiture  refeiences  of  this  nature, 

spirit  of  those  agents  will  be  fully  com-  The  whole  of  this^eztraordinary  letter  is 

led  from  a  state  of  the  proceedings  be-  inserted  in  the  appendix.  No.  51 ;  and  Mr. 

*.  Bouse  and  counsel,  on  the  cmnplaint  Rouse's  minute  ik  observations  upon  it  in  ap« 

r.  Cree,  an  English  free  merchant  at  pendix.  No.  62,  fully  refuting  the  few  pretexts 

who  has  been  twice  treated  in  the  alleged  in  that  extraordinary  performance,  in 

ijnrious  manner  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  support  of  the  trade  by  influence  and  authority. 

the  commercial  chief  at  that  place.  Mr.  Hollond,  one  of  the  counsel,  joined  Mr. 

complaint  to  the  board  of  the  seizure  of  Rouse  in  opinion,  that  a  letter  to  the  purport 

ids  and  imprisonment  of  his  agents,  of  that  minute  should  be  written,  but  they 

orst  was  called  upon  for  an  explana-  were  overruled  by  Messrs.  Purling,  Hogarth, 

[a  return,  he  informed   them  that  he  and  Shakespeare,  who  passed  a  resolution  to 

t  to  one  of  the  villages  to  inquire  con-  defer  sending  any  reply  to  Mr.  Hurst,  and 

the  matter  of  fact  alleged.     The  im-  none  was  ever  sent.     Thus  they  gave  coun- 

person  sent  to  make  this  inquiry,  was  tenance  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter, 

f  man  accused  of  the  oppressions  into  as  well  as  to  the  mischievous  practices,  which 

0  was  sent  to  examine.    The  answer  of  must  inevitably  arise  flt>m  the  exercise  of  such 

orst  is  in  an  high  and  determined  tone,  power.    Some  temporary  and  partial  relief 

s  not  deny  that  there  are  some  instan-  was  givm  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Mr. 

abase  of  power.    "  But  I  ask,"  says  Rouse ;  but  he  shortly  after  removing  from 

hat  amthority  can  guard  against  the  con-  that  government,  all  complaints  were  dropped, 

individuals ;  but  that  a  ringle  instance  It  is  remarkable,  that  during  the  long  and 

be  brought  of  a  general  depravity."  warm  contest  between  the  company's  agents 

ommittee  have  reason  to  believe  these  and  the  dealers  of  Dacca,  the  board  of  trade 

e  measures  to  have  been  very  general,  seem  to  have  taken  a  decided  part  against  the 

BBpIoyed  according  to  the  degree  of  re-  latter.    They  allow  some  sort  of  justice  in  the 

»  opposed  to  the  monopoly ;  for  we  find,  complaints  of  the  manufacturers  with  regard 

time,  the  whole  trade  of  the  Dutch  in-  to  low  valuation,  and  other  particulars  :  but 

in  die  general  servitude.    But  it  ap-  they  say,  that  "  although  (during  the  time  of 

eiy  extraordinary  that  nothing  but  the  pre-emption)  it  appears  that  the  weavers  wen 

proof  of  a  general  abuse  could  affect  a  not  alhwed  the  tame  libertjf  of  ailing  to  indi- 

a,  the  very  principle  of  which  tends  to  vidvaU  they  before  enjoyed ;  our  opinion  on 

be  coercion  as  general  as  the  trade,  the  whole  is,  that  these  complaints  have  ori- 

Ivrst's  reflection  concerning  the  abuse  ginated  upon  the  premeditated  designs  of  the 

mHy  is  just ;  but  in  this  case  it  is  alto-  delftls  [factors  or  brokers]  to  thwart  the  new 

fampplicable,   because  the  complaint  mode  m  carrying  on  the  company's  business, 

toftheabuse,butof  theuseofauthori-  and  to  render  themadvea  neceaeary,^*    They 

Batters  of  trade,  which  ought  to  have  say  in  another  place,  that  there  is  no  ground 

le.    He  throws  out  a  variety  of  invi-  for  the  dissatis&ctions  and  diffiknilties  of  the 

BAections  against  the  council,  as  if  they  weavers ;  <*  that  they  are  owing  to  the  del&hi, 

seal  for  the  company's  service ;  his  whoee  aim  Uutohe  employed, 

Itkn  of  his  practices,  and  his  declara^  This  desire  of  being  employed,  and  of  ren- 

*  Ills  resolution  to  persevere  in  them,  dering  themselves  necessary,  in  men,  whoso 
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only  business  it  is  to  be  employed  in  trade,  is  this  subject,  and,  at  this  period,  full  of  theiBi 

considered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  as  could  not  think  themselves  justifiable  in  not 

no  trivial  offence  ;  and  accordingly  they  de-  stating  them  to  the  house, 

clare,  "  they  have  established  it  mb  an  ituxuri-  Your  committee  have  found  many  heavy 

<Me  rulej  that  whatever  d^dency  there  might  charges  of  oppression  against  Mr.  Barwell, 

be  in  the  Dacca  investment,  no  purchase  of  whilst  factory  chief  at  Dacca ;  which  oppro- 

the  manufactures  of  that  quarter  shall  be  made  sions  are  stated  to  have  continued,  and  even 

for  account  of  the  company  from  private  mer-  to  have  been  aggravated  on  complaint  at  Cal- 

chants.     We  have  passed    this    resolution,  cutta.     These  complaints  appear  in  several 

which  we  deem  of  importance,  from  a  persua-  memorials  presented  to  the  supreme  council 

sion  that  private  merchants  are  often  induced  of  Calcutta,  of  which  Mr.   Barwell  was  a 

to  make  advahces  for  Dacca  goods  not  by  the  member.     They  appeared  yet  fully  and  more 

ordinary  chance  of  sale,  but  merely  from  an  strongly  in  a  bill  in  chancery,  filed  in  the  so- 

expectation  of  disposing  of  them  at  an  en-  preme  court,  which  was  aHerwards  recorded 

hanced  price  to  the  company,  {igainst  whom  before  the  govemour-general  and  council,  and 

a  rivaUhip  is  by  this  manner  encouraged ;"  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors, 

and  they  say, '' that  th^^intend  to  observe  the  Your  committee,  struck  with  the  magni- 

Bame  rule  with  respect  to  the  investment  of  tude  and  importance  of  these  charges,  and 

other  of  the  factories,  from  whence  similar  finding  that  with  regard  to  those  before  the 

complaints  may  come."  council  no  regular  investigation  has  ever  taken 

This  positive  rule  is  opposed  to  the  positive  place ;  and  finding  also  that  Mr.  Barwell  had 

directions  of  the  company,  to  employ  those  asserted,  in  a  minute  of  council,  that  he  had 

obnoxious  persons  by  preference.     How  far  given  a  full  answer  to  the  allegations  in  that 

this  violent  use  of  authority,  for  the  purpose  bill ;  ordered  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  be  laid 

of  destroying  rivalship,  has  succeeded  in  re-  before  your  committee,  that  they  might  be 

ducing  the  price  of  goods  to  the  company,  enabled  to  state  to  the  house  how  far  it  2^>pear- 

has  been  made  manifest  by  the  facts  before  ed  to  them  to  be  fiill,  how  far  the  diarges 

stated  in  their  place.  were  denied  as  to  the  fact,  or,  where  the  facts 

The  recriminatory  charges  of  the  company's  might  be  admitted,  what  justification  was  set 

agents  on  the  native  merchants  have  made  very  up.     It  appeared  necessary,  in  order  to  detw- 

little  impression  on  your  committee.     We  mine  on  the  true  situation  of  the  trade  and  the 

have  nothing  in  fiivour  of  them  but  the  asser-  merchants  of  that  great  city  and  district, 

tion  of  a  party  powerful  and  interested.     In  The  secretary  to  the  court  of  directors  has 

such  cases  of  mutual  assertion  and  denial,  informed  your  committee,  that  no  copy  of  the 

your  committee  are  led  irresistibly  to  attach  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  India  house ;  nor 

abuse  to  power,  and  to  presume  that  suffering  has  your  committee  been  able  to  discover  that 

and  hardship  are  more  likely  to  attend  on  any  has  been  transmitted.     On  this  failure, 

weakness,  than  that  any  combination  of  un-  your  committee  ordered  an  application  to  be 

protected  individuals  is  of  force  to  prevail  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  for  a  copy  c^his  answer 

over  influence,  power,  wealth,  and  authority,  to  the  bill,  and  any  other  information  with 

Thecomplaintsofthenative  merchants  ought  which  he  might  be  furnished  with  regard  to 

not  to  have  been  treated  in  any  of  those  modes  that  subject. 

in  which  they  were  then  treated.  And  when  Mr.  Barwell,  after  reciting  the  above  let- 
men  are  in  the  situation  of  complainants  ter,  returned  in  answer  what  follows : 
against  unbounded  power,  their  abandoning  <<  Whether  the  records  of  the  supreme  court 
their  suit  is  fkr  fi^m  a  full  and  clear  proof  of  judicature  are  lodged  at  the  India  House,  I 
of  their  complaints  being  groundless.  It  is  am  ignorant,  but  on  those  records  my  answer 
not  because  redress  has  been  rendered  im-  is  certainly  to  be  found.  At  this  distance  of 
practicable,  that  oppression  does  not  exist ;  time,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot,  from  memory,  re- 
Dor  is  the  despair  of  sufferers  any  allevia-  cover  the  circumstances  of  this  affair;  but  this 
tion  of  their  afflictions.  A  review  of  some  I  know,  that  the  bill  did  receive  a  complete 
ofthe  most  remarkable  of  the  complaints  made  answer,  and  the  people  the  fullest  satisfac- 
by  the  native  merchants  in  that  province  is  so  tion ;  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  remark  on 
essential  for  laying  open  the  true  spirit  ofthe  the  state  o{  parties  at  that  time  in  Bengal, 
commercial  administration,  and  the  real  con-  could  party  have  brought  forward  any  particle 
dition  of  those  ccmcerned  in  trade  there,  that  of  that  bill,  supported  by  any  verified  fact, 
your  committee,  obserring  the  records  on  The  principle  that  introduced  it  in  the  pro- 
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M&fi  of  the  gOTemour-general  and  council,  it  is  complete,  it  will  preclude  all  explanation 

■mU  likefrise  have  giv«a  the  verification  of  as  unnecessary. 

fbt  one  circumstance,  whatever  that  might  *' I  am,  sir, 

kfo  been.    As  I  generally  attend  in  my  place  "  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

io  the  house,  I  shall  with  pleasure  answer  any  <*  RICHARD  BAR  WELL." 

ioTitation  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  **  St.  James' "SqucarCf  22d  Aprils  178S.'' 
to  attend  their  investigations  up  stairs,  with 

erery  information  and  light  in  my  power  to  *'  P.  S.    As  I  am  this  moment  returned 

gire  them."  from  the  country,  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to 

"  8t.  Jame^ -square f  I5th  Aprily  1783.'*  be  earlier  in  acknowledging  your  letter  of 

the  17th." 

Your  committee  considered,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  matter  charged  in  the  several  peti-  Your  committee  applied  to  Mr.  Barwell,  to 
tions  to  the  board,  no  sort  of  specifick  answer  communicate  any  papers  which  might  tend  to 
lad  been  given  at  the  time  and  place  where  the  elucidation  of  matters  before  them,  in 
they  were  made,  and  when  and  where  the  par-  which  he  was  concerned.  This  he  has  de- 
ties  might  be  examined  and  confronted.  It  was  dined  to  do.  Your  committee  conceive,  that 
eonsidered  also  that  the  bill  had  been  trans-  under  the  orders  of  the  house,  they  are  by  no 
Bitted  with  other  papers  relating  to  the  same  means  obliged  to  make  a  complete  state  of  all 
matter,  to  the  court  of  directors,  with  the  the  evidence  which  may  tend  to  criminate  or 
knowledge  and  consent  of  Mr.  Harwell ;  and  exculpate  every  person  whose  transactions  they 
that  he  states  that  his  answer  had  been  filed,  may  find  it  expedient  to  report ;  this,  if  not 
sad  no  proceedings  had  upon  it  for  eighteen  specially  ordered,  has  not  hitherto  been,  as 
months.  In  that  situation  it  was  thought  they  apprehend,  the  usage  of  any  committee  of 
something  extraordinary,  that  no  care  was  this  house.  It  is  not  for  your  committee,  but 
taken  by  him  to  transmit  so  essential  a  paper  for  the  discretion  of  the  party,  to  call  for,  and 
as  his  answer,  and  that  he  had  no  copy  of  it  for  the  wisdom  of  the  house  to  institute  such 
in  his  hands.  proceedings  as  may  tend  finally  to  condemn  or 

Your  committee,  in  this  difficulty,  thought  acquit.  The  reports  of  your  committee  are 
themselves  obliged' to  declare  any  verbal  ex-  no  charges,  though  they  may  possibly  furnish 
plaiiatioQ  from  the  person  who  is  defendant  in  matter  for  charge  ;  and  no  representations  or 
the  suit,  relative  to  matters,  which  on  the  observations  of  theirs  can  either  clear  or  con- 
part  of  the  complainant  appear  upon  record,  vict,  on  any  proceeding  which  may  hereafter 
and  to  leave  the  whole  matter,  as  it  is  charged,  be  grounded  on  the  facts  which  they  produce 
to  the  judgment  of  the  house,  to  determine  to  die  house.  Their  opinions  are  not  of  a 
how  fiu:  it  maybe  worthy  of  a  further  inquiry,  judicial  nature.  Your  committee  has  taken 
or  how  far  they  may  admit  such  allegations  abundant  care  that--  every  important  fact  in 
as  your  committee  could  not  think  themselves  their  report  should  be  attended  with  the  au- 
jostified  in  receiving.  thority  for  it,  either  in  the  course  of  their  re- 

To  this  effisct  yoiv  committee  ordered  a  flections  or  in  the  appendix ;  to  report  every 

letter  to  be  written  to  Mr.   Harwell,  from  thing  upon  every  subject  before  them,  which 

whom  they  received  the  following  answer :  is  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  company, 

would  be  to  transcribe,  and  in  the  event  to 

'*  Sir,  print  almost  the  whole  of  those  voluminous 

"In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  17th,  papers.     The  matter  which  appears  before 

I  must  request  the  frivour  of  you  to  inform  the  them,  is,  in  summary  manner,  this : 

select  committee,  that  I  expect  from  their  The  Dacca  merchants  begin  by  complain- 

justice,  on  any  matter  of  publick  record,  in  ing,  that  in  November,  1773,  Mr.  Richard 

which  I  am  personally  to  be  brought  forward  Harwell,  then  chief  of  Dacca,  had  deprived 

to  the  notice  of  the  house,  that  they  will,  at  them  of  their  employment  and  means  of  sub- 

the  same  time,  point  out  to  the  house  what  sistence  ;    that  he  had   extorted  from  them 

part  of  such  matter  has  been  verified,  and  44,224  Arcot  rupees  (4,73H.)  by  the  terrour 

what  parts  have  not,  nor  ever  were  attempted  of  his  threats,  by  long  imprisonment  and  cruel 

to  be  verified,  though  introduced  in  delmte,  confinement  in  the  stocks ;   that  afterwards 

and  entered  on  the  records  of  the  govemour-  they  were  confined  in  a  small  room  near  the 

general  and  council  of  Bengal.    I  am  anxious  factory  gate,  under  a  guard  of  sepoys ;  that 

the  information  should  be  complete,  or  the  their  food  was  stopped,   and  they  remained 

bouse  will  not  be  competent  to  judge  ;  and  if  starving  a  whole  day ;  that  they  were  not  per- 
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mittad  to  take  their  ibod  till  next  day  at  noon,  is  circumstantial  and  remarkable.    They  m^i 

and  were  again  brou|^t  back  to  the  same  con-  "  that  on  their  arrival,  to  iheir  oslontrtimst 

finemeot,   in  which  they  were  continued  fur  they  »oon  learned  that  the  gavemoWf  who  hoi 

six  days,  and  were  not  set  at  liberty  until  formerly  frecn  vxaltnily  enraged  agamti  iht 

they  had  given  Mr.  Barwell's  banyan  a  cer-  eaid  Richard  BarwMj  for  difi'erent  improprk' 

tificate  for  forty  thousand  rupees  ;  that  in  ties  in  Jus  conduct j  was  now  reconciled  to  him; 

July,  1774,  whcni  Mr.  Barwell  had  left  Dao-  and  t?uxt,  ever  since  there  was  a  certainty  of  ka 

ea,  they  went  to  Calcutta  to  seek  justice ;  nu^esty's  appointments  taking  place  m  Miot 

that  Mr.  Barwell  confined  them  in  his  house  from  being  the  most  inveterate  enemies^  tiuy 

at  Calcutta,  and  sent  them  back  under  a  guard  were  now  become  the  most  huimate  friends ; 

of  peons  to  Dacca ;  that  in  X>ecember,  1774,  and  that  this  (tceount  soon  taught  them  to  be- 

on  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  from  Europe,  lieve  they  were  not  any  nearer  Justice  from 

they  returned  to  Calcutta,  and  preferred  their  their  journey  to  Calcutta^  than  ^uy  had  been 

complaint  to  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  btfore  at  Dacca.^ 

The  bill  in  chancery  filed  against  Richard  When  this  bill  of  complaint  was,  in  177S, 

Barwell,  John  Shakespeare,  wad  others,  con-  laid  before  the  council,  to  be  transmitted  to 

tains  a  minute  specification  of  the  various  the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Barwell  complain- 

acti  of  persmial  cruelty,  said  to  be  practised  ed  of  the  introduction  of  such  a  paper,  and  as- 

by  Mr.  Barwell's  orders,  to  extort  money  serted  that  he  had  answered  to  every  partteu" 

from  these  people.    Among  other  acts  of  a  lar  of  it  on  oath,  about  eighteen  months,  and 

similar  nature,  he  is  charged  with  having  or-  that,  during  tfds  long  period,  no  attempt  had 

dered  the  appraiser  of  the  company's  cloths,  been  made  to  controvert,  refute,  or  even  to  re" 

who  was  an  old  man,  and  who  asserts  that  he  ply  to  it. 

had  faithfully  served  the  company  above  six-  He  did  not,  however,  think  it  proper  to  m- 

teen  years,  without  the  least  censure  on  Us  ter  his  answer  on  the  records  along  with  the 

conduct,  to  be  severely  flogged  without  rea-  bill  of  whose  introduction  he  complained, 

■on.  On  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Barwett 

In  the  manner  of  confining  the  delils  with  in  his  minute  (September,  1776,)  your  com- 
ten  of  their  servants,  it  is  charged  on  him,  mittee  observe,  that,  considering  him  only  as 
that,  '*  when  he  first  ordered  them  to  be  put  an  individual,  under  prosecution  in  a  court  of 
into  the  stocks,  it  was  at  a  time  when  the  justice,  it  might  be  sufficient  for  him  to  ex- 
weather  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  rain  hibit  his  defence  in  the  court  where  he  was 
very  heavy,  without  allowing  them  the  least  accused;  but  that  as  a  member  of  government, 
covering  for  their  heads,  kx  any  part  of  their  specifically  charged  before  that  very  govem- 
body,  or  any  thing  to  raise  them  from  the  wet  ment  with  abusing  the  powers  of  his  office  in 
ground ;  in  which  concij[^ion  they  were  con-  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  and  for  purposes 
tinned  for  many  hours,  until  the  said  Richard  (as  they  allege)  highly  corrupt  and  criminal, 
Barwell  thought  proper  to  remove  them  into  a  it  appears  to  your  committee  hardly  sufficient 
fiu*  worse  state,  if  possible,  as  if  studying  to  ex-  to  say  that  he  had  answered  elsewhere.  The 
ercise  the  most  cruel  acts  of  barbarity  <  n  them,  matter  was  to  go  before  the  court  of  directors, 
Jtc. — ^And  that  during  their  imprisonment  to  whom  the  question  of  his  conduct  in  that 
they  were  frequently  carried  to  and  tortured  situation,  a  situation  of  the  highest  power  and 
in  the  stocks,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  wh«[i  the  trust,  was  as  much  at  least  a  question  of 
sc<Mrching  heat  of  the  sun  was  insupportable,  state,  as  a  matter  of  redress  to  be  solely  lefl  to 
notwithstanding  which  they  were  denied  the  the  discretion,  capacity,  or  perseverance  of 
least  covering."  These  men  assert  that  they  individuals.  Mr.  Barwell  might  possibly  be 
had  served  the  company,  without  blame,  for  generous  enough  to  take  no  advantage  of  his 
thirty  years— a  period  commencing  long  be-  eminent  situation ;  but  these  unfortunate  peo- 
Jbre  the  power  of  the  company  in  India.  pie  would  rather  look  to  his  power  than  his 

It  was  no  slight  aggravation  of  this  severi-  disposition.     In  general,  a  man  so  circum- 

ty,  that  the  objects  were  not  young,  nor  of  the  stanced  and  so  charged  (though  we  do  not 

.lowest  of  the  people,  who  mi^t,  by  the  vigour  know  this  to  be  the  case  with  Mr.  Barwell) 

of  their  constitutions,  or  by  the  habits  of  hurd-  might  easily  contrive,  by  legal  advantages,  to 

•hip,  be  enabled  to  bear  up  against  treatment  escape.     The  plaintiffs  being  at  a  great  dis- 

■o  ftiU  of  rigour.     They  were  aged  persons,  tance  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  possi- 

liiey  were  men  of  a  reputable  profession.  bly  affected  by  fear  or  fiitigue,  or  seeing  the 

The  account  given^by  these  merchants  of  impossibility  of  sustaining,  with  the  ruins  of 

llMir  first  journey  to  Cidcutta,  in  July,  1774.  fortunes  never  perhaps  very  opulent,  a  suit 


>. 
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iwaiMitpower,  and  iiiflaeiioe,acom"  of  the  trad*  ibould  not  fidl  into  the  haadt  of 
even  take  place,  in  whidi  cir^  thoee  who,  with  the  name  and  authori^  of  the 
i|^  make  the  complainants  governing  persons,  haye  such  extensive  oon- 
gUi/aoqwesoe.     But  the  publick  injury  is  tracts  in  their  hands.    It  appears  in  en- 
sot  in  the  least  repaired  by  the  acquiescence  dence,  that  natives  can  hardly  trade  to  the 
(/individuals,  as  it  touched  the  honour  of  tlw  best  advantage  (your  committee  doubt  whe- 
nrj  higheet  parts  of  government.    In  the  ther  they  can  trade  to  any  advantage  at  all) 
opiaioo  of  your  ccwnmittee,  some  means  ought  if  not  joined  with  or  countenanced  by  British 
to  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  bill  toadis-  subjects.     The  directors  were,  in  1775,  so 
CQBsion  on  die  merits ;   or,  supposing  that  strongly  impressed  with  this  notion,  and  con- 
nich  decree  could  not  be  obtained,  by  reas<»i  ceived  the  native  merchants  to  have  been  even 
of  any  ftilure  (^proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  then  reduced  to  so  low  a  state,  that,  notwith- 
pUiniifis,  some  process,  official  or  juridical,  standing  the  company's  earnest  desire  of  giv- 
ou^  to  have  been  instituted  against  them,  ing  them  a  preference,  they  "  doubt  whetlier 
wluch  might  prove  them  guil^  of  slander  and  there  are  at  at  this  time  in  Bengal  native 
df&matifln,  in  as  authentick  a  manner  as  they  merchants  possessed  of  property  adequate  to 
lad  made  their  diarge  before  their  council  as  such  undertaking,  or  of  credit  and  responsi- 
well  as  the  court.  bility  sufficient  to  make  it  safe  and  prudent  to 
By  the  determination  of  Mr.  Hurst,  and  trust  them  with  such  sums  as  might  be  neces- 
the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  trade,  it  is  sary  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  native  mer^  ments  with  the  company." 
ctttile  interest  must  be  exceedingly  reduced.  The  effect,  which  so  long  continued  a  mo- 
The  above-mentioned  resolutions  of  the  board  nopoly,  followed  by  a  pre-emption,  and  then 
of  6«de,  if  executed  in  their  rigour,  must  al-  by  partial  preferences  supported  by  power, 
most  inevitably  accomplish  its  ruin.     The  must  necessarily  have  in  weakening  the  mer- 
ndMequent  transactions  are  covered  with  an  cantile  capital,  and  disabling  the  merchants 
obscurity  which  your  committee  have  not  from  all  undertakings  of  magnitude,  is  but 
been  able  to  dispel.    All  which  they  can  col-  too  visible.    However,  a  witness  of  under- 
lect,  but  that  by  no  means  distinctly,  is,  that  standing  and  credit  does  not  believe  the  capi- 
u  those  who  trade  'for  the  company  in  the  tals  of  the  natives  to  be  yet  so  reduced  as  to 
articles  of  investment,  may  also  trade  for  disable  them  from  partaking  in  the  trade,  if 
themseirea  in  the  same  articles,  the  old  op-  they  were  otherwise  able  to  put  themselves 
portoaities  of  confounding  the  capacities  must  on  an  equal  footjng  with  Europeans. 
remain,  and  all  the  oppressions  by  which  this  The  difficulties  at  the  outset  will,  how- 
confusion  has  been  attended.    The  company's  ever,  be  considerable.    For  the  long  con- 
bvestments,  as  the  general  letter  from  Ben-  tinuance  of  abuse  has,  in  some  measure,  con- 
^  of  the  80th  of  November,  1776,  par.  28,  formed  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  to  its 
states  the  matter,  **  are  never  at  a  staiid ;  ad-  &lse  principle.    To  make  a  sudden  change, 
vances  are  made,  and  goods  are  received  all  therefore,  might  destroy  the  few  advantages 
the  year  roond."    Balances,  the  grand  instru-  which  attend  any  trade,  without  securing 
ment  of  oppression,  naturally  accumulate  on  those  which  must  flow  from  one  established 
poor  roanu&cturers,  who  are  intrusted  with  upon  sound  mercantile  principles,  whenever 
money.     Where  thwe  is  not  a  vigorous  rival-  such  a  trade  can  be  established.     The  fact  is, 
ship  not  <»Iy  tolerated  but  encouraged,  it  is  that  the  forcible  direction  which  the  trade  of 
impoasiUe  ever  to  redeem  the  manu&cturers  India  has  had  towards  Europe,  to  the  neglect, 
from  the  servitude  induced  by  thoee  unpaid  or  rather  to  the  total  abandoning  of  the  Asi- 
balances.  atick,  has,  of  itself,  tended  to  carry  even  the 
No  sttch  rivabhip  does  exist :  the  policy  internal  business  from  the  native  merdiant. 
practised  and  avowed  is  directly  against  it.  The  revival  of  trade  in  the  native  hands  is  of 
The  reason  assigned  in  the  board  &[  trade's  absolute  necessity ;  but  your  committee  is  of 
letter  of  the  t8th  of  November,  1778,  for  its  opinion,  that  it  will  rather  be  the  effect  of  a 
■^n^f^g  their  advances  early  in  the  seas<Ni,  is,  regular  progressive  course  of  endeavours  for 
to  preveat  the  foreign  meichants  and  private  that  purpose,  than  of  any  one  regulation, 
traders  imUifering  with  the  purchase  of  their  however  wisely  conceived, 
(the  company's)  assortment!.    "  They  also  After  this  examination  into  the  condition  of 
refer  to  the  means  taken  to  prevent  this  in-  the  trade  and  traders  in  the  principal  articles 
teHcrence,  in  their  letter  ofthe  26th  January,  provided  for  the  investment  to  Europe,  your 
1779.**    It  is  impossible  that  the  small  part  committee  proceeded  to  take  into  con^idera- 


43  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

tion  those  articles,  the  produce  of  whidi,  after  province  were  assifned  for  thus  premtim 

■ale  in  Bengal,  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  fund  the  course  of .  trade  from  the  equitable  distri- 

for  the  purchase  of  other  articles  of  invest-  bntion  of  the  advantages  of  the  produce,  ii 

ment,  or  to  make  a  part  of  it  in  kind.     These  which  the  first,  the  poorest,  and  the  most  lir 

are,  1st,  opium ;  Sdly,  salt-petre ;  and  Sdly,  borious  producer  ought  to  have  his  first  shue. 

salt.    These  are  all  monopolized.  The  cultivators  (they  add)  would  s^iandar 

part  of  the  money,  and  not  be  able  to  cosh 

~——^  plate  their  engagements  to  the  full ;  law-sttiU, 

and  even  battles,  would  ensue  betweeathe 

OPIXTM.  fibctors,  contending  for  a  deficient  produce; 

and  the  farmers  would  discourage  the  oiUure 

Thb  first  of  the  internal  auth<Mized  mono-  of  an  object  which  brought  so  much  distur- 

polies  is  that  of  opium.     This  drug,  extract-  banco  into  their  districts.     This  competition, 

ed  from  a  species  of  the  poppy,  is  of  extensive  the  operation  of  which  they  aideavour  to  pre- 

consuraption  in  most  of  the  eastern  markets,  vent,  is  the  natural  corrective  of  the  abiiM, 

The  best  is  produced  in  the  province  of  Ba-  and  the  best  remedy  which  could  be  applied 

har :    in  Bengal  it  is  of  an  inferiour  sort,  to  the  disorder,  even  supposing  its  probable 

though  of  late  it  has  been  improved.     This  existence. 

monopoly  is  to  be  traced  to  the  very  origin  of  Upon  whatever  reasons  or  pretences  the 
our  influence  in  Bengal.     It  is  stated  to  have  monopoly  of  opium  was  supported,  the  real 
begun  at  Patna  so  early  as  the  year  1761,  but  motive  appears  to  be  the  profit  of  those  who 
it  received  no  considerable  degree  of  strength  were  in  hopes  to  be  concerned  in  it.    As 
or  consistence  until  the  year  1765  ;  when  the  these  profits  promised  to  be  very  considerar 
acquisition  of  the  DQanny  opened  a  wide  field  ble,  at  length  it  engaged  the  attention  d*  the 
fbr  all  projects  of  this  nature.     It  was  then  company  ;  and  af^er  many  discussions,  and 
adopted,  and  owned  as  a  resource  for  persons  various  plans  of  application,  it  was  at  length 
in  office ;  was  managed  chiefly  by  the  civil  taken  for  their  benefit,  and  the  produce  of  the 
servants  of  the  Patna  factory,  and  for  their  sale  ordered  to  be  employed  in  the  purdiase 
own  benefit.     The  policy  was  justified  on  the  of  goods  fbr  their  investment, 
usual  principles  on  which  monopolies  are  In  the  year  1773  it  had  been  taken  out  of 
supported,  and  on  some  peculiar  to  the  com-  the  hands  of  the  council  of  Patna,  and  leased 
modity,  to  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  to  two  of  the  natives  ;  but  for  a  year  only, 
state  of  the  country:    the  security  against  The  contractors  were  to  supply  a  cer^D 
adulteration ;  the  prevention  of  the  excessive  quantity  of  opium  at  a  given  price.     Half  the 
home  consumption  of  a  pernicious  drug ;  the  value  was  to  be  paid  to  those  ctmtractors  in 
stopping  an  excessive  competition,  which,  by  advance,  and  the  other  half  on  the  delivery, 
an  over-proportioned  supply,  would  at  length  The  proceedings  on  this  contract  demon- 
destroy  the  market  abroad ;  the  inability  of  strated  the  futility  of  all  the  principles  on 
the  cultivator  to  proceed  in  an  expensive  and  which    the    monopoly  was    founded...    The 
precarious  culture,  without  a  large  advance  of  council,  as  a  part  of  their  plan,  were  obliged, 
capital ;  and  lastly,  the  incapacity  of  private  by  heavy  duties,  and  by  a  limitation  of  the 
merchants  to  supply  that  capital  on  the  feeble  right  of  emption  of  foreign  opium  to  the  con- 
security  of  wretched  &rmers.  tractors  for  the  home  produce,  to  check  the 
These  were  the  principal  topicks  on  which  influx  of  that  commodity  Ccom  the  territories 
the  monopoly  was  supported.     The  last  to-  of  the  nabob  of  Dude,  and  the  rajah  of  Be- 
pick  leads  to  a  serious  consideration  on  the  nares.    In  these  countries  no  monopoly  exist- 
state  of  the  country  ;  for  in  pushing  it  the  ed ;  and  yet  there    the  commodity  was  of 
gentleman  argued,  that  in  case  such  private  such  a  quality,  and  so  abundant,  as  to  bear 
merchants  should  advance  the  necessary  capi-  the  duty,  and,  even  with  the  duty,  in  .some 
tal,  the  lower  cultivators  "  v>ould  get  money  degree  to  rival  the  monopolist  even  in  his 
in  abundaneeJ'^    Admitting  this  &ct,  it  seems  own  market.     There  was  no  complaint  in 
to  be  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  monopoly  to  those  countries  of  want  of  advances  to  culti- 
prevent  the  cultivator  from  obtaining  the  natu-  vators,  or  of  law-suits  and  tumults  among  the 
ral  fruits  of  his  labour.    Dealing  with  a  pri-  factors ;  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of  the 
▼ate  merchant  he  could  not  get  money  in  multitude  of  other  evils  which  had  been  so 
abundaneef  unless  his  commodity  could  pro-  much  dreaded  from  the  vivacity  of  competi- 
cure  an  abundant  profit.     Further  reasons,  tion. 
relative  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the  precau- 
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iMtedon  this  contract,  and  repeated  in  most  severely  censmred  monopoly  in  genera], 

subsequent,  stnmgly  indicated  the  thought  that  this  monopoly  ought  to  be  re- 

ainst  which  it  is  extr«aaely  difficult,  tained ;  but  for  a  reason  which  shows  his 

tpossible,  to  guard  a  monopoly  of  this  opinion  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  country : 

md  in  that  country.     For  in  the  first  for  he  supposed  it  impossible,  with  the  power 

entered  into  with  the  two  natives,  it  and  influence  which  must  attend  British  sub- 

;tly  forbidden  to  compel  the  tenants  jects  in  all  their  transactions,  that  monopoly 

Itivation  of  this  drug.     Indeed,  very  could  be  avoided  ;  and  he  preferred  an  avowed 

rumours  had  gone  abroad,  and  they  monopoly,  which  brought  benefit  to  govern* 

gravated  by  an  opinion  universally  mcnt,  to  a  virtual  engrossing,  attended  with 

t,   that  even  in  the  season  imme-  profit  only  to  individuals.     But  in  this  opi« 

Allowing  that  dreadful  famine,  which  nion  he  did  not  seem  to  be  joined  by  Mr. 

r  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ben-  Francis,  who  thought  the  suppression  of  this, 

$ral  of  the  poorer  &rmers  were  com-  and  of  all  monopolies,  to  be  practicable ;  and 

>  plough  up  the  fields  they  had  sown  strongly  recommended  their  abolition  in  a 

in,  in  order  to  plant  them  with  pop-  plan  sent  to  the  court  of  directors  the  year  fol- 

tbe  benefit    of  the  engrossers   of  lowing. 

This  opinion  grew  into  a  strong  The  council,  however,  sulnnitting  to  the 

tion,  when  it  was  seen  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  necessity,    endeavoured  to 

r  the  produce  of  opium  (contrary  to  render  that  dubious  engagement  as  benefi- 

igfat  he  naturally  expected  in  a  year  cial  as  possible  to  the  company.     They  be» 

l  such  a  dearth)  was  nearly  doubled,  gan  by  putting  up  the  contract  to  the  higb- 

e,  that  when  the  quantity  of  land  ne-  est  bidder.     The  proposals  were  to  be  seal- 

brtheproductionof  the  largest  quan-  ed.     When  the  seals  came  to  be  c^ned,  a 

>ium  is  considered,  it  is  not  just  to  at-  very  extraordinary  scene  appeared.    Every 

bat  &mine  to  these  practices,  nor  to  step  in  this  business  develops  more  and  more 

were  or  could  housed;  yet,  where  the  efiect  of  this  junction  of  publick  monopoly 

ictices  did  prevail,  they  must  have  and  private  influence.     Four  English  and 

Y  oppressive  to  individuals,  extremely  eight  natives  were  candidates  for  the  contract ; 

r  to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  three  of  the  English  far  out>bid  the  eight  na- 

d  to  bring  great  and.deserved  discredit  tives.     They  who  C(xisider  that  the  natives, 

British  government.     The  English  from  their  superiour  dexterity,  from  their 

eople  who  appear  in  India  as  a  con-  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  business,  and 

naticm ;  all  dealing  with  them  is,  fi-om  their  extreme  industry,  vigilance,  and 

s,  more  or  less  a  dealing  with  power,  parsimony,  are  generally  an  over-match  for 

;h  when  they  trade  on  a  private  ac-  Europeans,  and  indeed  are,  and  must  ulti- 

iBd  it  is  miKh  more  so  in  any  unau-  mately  be  employed  by  them  in  all  transac- 

naonopoly,  where  the  hand  of  govern-  tions  whatsoever,  will  find  it  very  extraordi- 

rfaidi  ought  never  to  appear  but  to  nary  that  they  did  not,  by  the  best  offers, 

is  felt  as  the  instrument  in  every  act  secure  this  dealing  to  themselves.     It  can  be 

«rion.     Abuses  must  exist  in  a  trade  attributed  to  this  cause,  and  this  only,  that 

venue  so  constituted ;  and  there  is  no  they  were  conscious  that  without  power  and 

.  care  for  them  but  to  entirely  cut  off  influence  to  subdue  the  cultivators  of  the  land 

we.  to  their  own  purposes,  they  never  could  ai^ 

ga  continued  in  this  train  until  the  ford  to  engage  on  the  lowest  possible  terms. 

Sfvolution  in  the  company's  govern-  ThoSe  whose  power  entered  into  the  calcula- 

mm   wrought  by  the    regulating  act  tion  of  their  profits,  could  oflTer,  as  they  did 

ftdrteenth  of  the  king.    In  1775  the  offer,  terms  without  comparison  better  :  and 

■Kil-general  appointed  by  the  act,  therefore  one  of  the  English  bidders,  without 

m  troublesome  business  again  into  partiality,  secured  the  preference. 

vtion.      Greneral   Clavering,   Colo-  The  contract  to  this  first  bidder,  Mr.  Qrif- 

Bson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  expressed  fiths  was  prolonged  from  year  to  year ;  and  as 

rang  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  this  during  tlmt  time  frequent  complaints  were 

ill  other  monopolies,  that  the  direc-  made  by  him  to  the  council  board,  on  the 

dieir  letter  of  the  year  following,  principle  diat  the  years  answered  very  difie- 
eomcil  at  liberty  to  dirow  the  trade  rently,  and  that  the  business  of  cme  year  ran 
mder  a  duty,  if  they  shouki  find  it  into  the  other,  reasons  or  excuses  were  fur- 
Bat  General  Glavermg,  who  nished  for  giving  the  next  contract  to  Mr.  Mac- 
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tor  three  jmn.    This  third  oontract  mms  appeared  ia  hi  foil  light,  ■•  well  as  the 

was  not  put  up  to  auction  as  the  second  had  state  of  the  UDfortuoate  peasants  of  Bengal, 

been,  and  as  this  ought  to  hare  been.     The  between    sudi    riral  |Mt>tector8,  ^diere  the 

terms  were  indeed  something  better  for  the  ploughman,  flying  from  the  tax-gatherer,  is 

company,  and  the  engagement  was  subject  to  obliged  to  take  refoge  under  the  wings  of  the 

qualificatiims,  which,  though  they  did  not  re-  monopolist.    No  dispute  arises  among  the 

move  die  objection  to  the  breach  of  the  com-  English  subjects,  whKh  does  not  divulge  the 

paay*s  orders,  prevented  the  hands  of  the  di-  misery  of  the  natives ;  when  the  former  are 

rectors  from  being  tied  up.     A  proviso  was  in  harmony,  all  is  well  with  the  latter, 

inserted  in  the  contract,  that  it  should  not  be  This  monopoly,  continuing  and  gathering 

in  any  wise  binding  if  the  company,  by  orders  strength  through  a  succession  of  contractors, 

from  home,  should  alter  the  existing  practice  and  being  probably  a  most  lucrative  dealing, 

with  regard  to  such  dealing.  grew  to  be  every  day  a  greater  object  of  com- 

Whilst  these  things    were  going  on,  the  petition.     The  council  of  Patna  endeavoured 

evils  which  this  monopoly  was,  in  show  and  to  recover  the  contract,  or  at  least  the  agency, 

pretMice,  formed  to  prevent,  still  existed ;  and  by  the  most  inviting  terms ;  and  in  this  eager 

those  which  were   naturally  to  be  expected  state  of  mutual  complaint  and  conq>etition 

from  a  monopoly,  existed  too.    Complaints  between  private  men   and  publick  bodies, 

were  made  <^  the  bad  quality  of  the  opium ;  things  continued  until  the  arrival  in  Bengal 

trials  were  made,  and  on  those  trials  the  ofMr.  Stephen  Sulivan,sonof  Mr.Sulivan, 

opium  was  found  fiuilty.    An  office  of  in-  dairman  of  the  Elastp-India  company,  which 

spection  at  Calcutta,  to  ascertain  its  good-  soon  put  an  end  to  all  strife  and  emulation, 

ness,  was  established,  and  directions  given  To  form  a  clear  judgment  on  the  decisive 

to  the  provincial  councils  at  the  places  of  step  taken  at  this  period,  it  is  prop^  to  keep 

growth,  to  certify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  in  view  the  opini<m  of  the  qpurt  of  directors 

the  commodity  transmitted  to  the  presidency,  concerning  monopolies,  against  which  they 

In  1776,  notwithstanding  an  engagCTMnt  in  had  unifininly  declared  in  the  most  precise 

the  contract  strictly  prohibiting  all  oompul-  terms ;  they  never  submitted  to  them  but  as 

sory  culture  of  the  poppy,  information  was  to  a  present  necessi^ ;  it  was  therefore  not 

given  to  a  member  of  the  council-general,  necessary  for  them  to  express  any  particular 

that  fields,  green  with  rice,  had  been  forcibly  approbation  of  a  clause  in  Mr.  Mackenzie^ 

ploughed  up  to  make  way  for  that  plant ;  and  contract,  which  was  made  in  favour  of  their 

that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  of  several  own  liber^.    Every  motive  led  them  to  pre- 

English  gentleman,  who  beheld  the  spectacle  serve  it.    On  the  security  of  that  clause,  they 

with  a  just  and  natural  indignation.     The  could  alone  have  suffered  to  pass  over  in 

board,  struck  with  this  representati<xi,  order-,  silence  (for  they  never  approved)  the  grant  of 

ed  the  council  of  Patna  to  make  an  inquiry  the  omtract  which   contained  it,  for  three 

into  the  fact ;  Irat  your  committee  can  find  no  years.    It  roust  also  be  remembered,  that  they 

return  whatsoever  to  this  order.    The    om-  had,  from  the  beginning,  positively  directed 

plaints  were  not  solely  on  the  part  of  the  cul-  that  the  contract  should  be  put  up  to  publick 

tivators  against  the  contractor.     The  con-  auction ;   and  this  not  having  been  done  in 

tractor   for   opium    made   loud  complaints  Mr.  Mackenzie's  case,  they  severely  r^ri- 

against  the  inforiour  collectors  of  the  landed  manded  the  govemour-general  and  council, 

revenue,  stating  their  undue  and  vexatious  in  their  letter  of  the  2Sd  of  December,  1778. 

exactions  from  the  cultivators    of  opium;  Theoourt  of  directors  were  perfectly  right 

their  throwing  these  unfortunate  people  into  in  showing  themselves  tenacious  of  this  regu- 

prison  upon  frivolous  pretences,  by  which  the  lation ;  not  so  much  to  secure  the  best  practi- 

tenants  were  ruined,  and  the  omtractor's  ad-  cable  revenue  from  their  monopoly  ifi4iilst  it 

vances  lost.    He  stated,  that  if  the  ccmtrac-  existed ;  but  for  a  much  more  essential  rea- 

tor  should  interfere  in  frivour  of  the  cultivator,  son ;  that  is,  from  the  corrective,  which  this 

then  a  deficiency  would  be  caused  to  appear  method  administered  to  that  monopoly  itself; 

in  the  landed  revenues,  and  that  deficiency  it  prevented  the  British  contractor  from  be- 

wouU  be  charged  on  his  interposition ;  he  de-  coming  doubly  terrible  to  the  natives,  when 

sired,  therefore,  that  the  cultivators  of  opium  they  should  see,  that  his  contract  was  in  effect 

should  be  taken  out  of  the  general  system  of  a  grant,  and  therefore  indicated  particular 

the  landed  revenue,  and  put  under  **  his  pro'  fovour  and  private  influence  with  the  ruling 

taetionJ"    Here  the  efiect  naturally  to  be  ex-  members  of  an  absolute  government, 

pected  from  the  clashing  of  inoonsisteatreve-  On  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenie'a 
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tern,  and  but  a  few  mantfas  after  Mr.  Suli-     but  the  benefit  of  the  cootractor,  and  fer  thia 
no's  arriral,  the  goyemour-general  (as  if  the     purpose  the  solicitude  shown  in  all  the  prori- 
eostraet  was  a  matter  of  patrooa^,  and  not     sions  could  not  be  exceded.    One  of  the  first 
oTdBtling)  pitched  upon  Mr.  Sulivan,  as  the     things,  that  struck  Mr.  Hastings  as  a  blemish 
■ost  proper  person  for  the  manag«nent  of    on  his  gift,  was  the  largeness  of  the  penaltj, 
thk  critical  concern.    Mr.  Sulivan,  though     which  he  had  on  former  occasions  settled  aa 
ap«riect  stranger  to  Bengal,  and  to  that  sort,     the  sanction  of  the  contract ;  this  he  now  die- 
umI  all  aorta  of  local  commerce,  made  no  diffi-     covered  to  be  so  great  as  to  be  likely  to  Ihia* 

coJtjr  of  aeoqiting  it.     The  goremour-gene-  trate  its  end  by  the  impossibility  of  recover- 

nl  was  so  learfiil  diat  his  true  motives  in  this  ing  so  large  a  sum.    How  a  large  penalty 

bonneea  ahould  be  mistaken,  or   that  the  can  prevent  the  recovery  of  any,  even  the 

snallest  attspici<»  should  arise  c^his  attend-  snuillest  part  of  it,  is  not  quite  apparent.    In 

iog  to  the  company's  orders,  that,  hr  firom  put-  so  vast  a  concern  as  that  of  opium,  a  fiaod, 

tiag  up  the  ocmtract  (which  on  account  of  its  which  at  first  view  may  not  appear  of  much 

known  profita  had  become  the  object  <^  such  importance,  and  which  may  be  very  difficult 

pomiit)  to  pubHdt  OKctien,  he  did  not  wait  for  in  the  discovery,  may  easily  counterbalance 

receiving  so  much  as  tijnivaUpropoaal  from  the  reduced  penalty  in  this  contract,  whidi 

Mr,  Sulivaa.     The  secretary  perceived,  that  was  settled  in  &vour  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  at 

IB  the  rough  draft  of  the  contract,  the  old  re-  about  20,000/. 

eital  of  a  proposal  to  the  board  was  inserted  Monopolies  were  (as  the  house  has  observ- 
u  a  matter  of  course,  but  was  contrary  to  the  ed)  only  tolerated  evils,  and  at  best  upon  trial ; 
&et ;  he  therefi>re  remarked  it  to  Mr.  Has-  a  clause,  therefore,  was  inserted  in  the  con- 
Hogs.  Mr.  Hastings,  with  great  indifierence,  tracts  to  Mackenzie,  annulling  the  obligation, 
en^ed  that  recital  to  be  omUted;  and  the  if  the  court  of  directors  should  resolve  to  abol- 
ooussioa,  with  the  remark  that  led  to  it,  has,  ish  the  monopoly ;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
with  the  same  easy  indifference,  been  sent  Sulivan,  the  contract  was,  without  difficulty, 
orer  to  his  masters.  purged  of  this  obnoxious  clause.  The  term 
The  govemour-general  and  council  declare  was  made  absolute;  the  monopoly  rendered 
tbeoBaelvea  apprebouiive,  that  Mr.  Sulivan  irrevocable,  and  the  discretion  of  the  directors 
migfat  be  a  loeer  by  his  burgain  upon  account  wholly  excluded.  Mr.  Hastings  declared  the 
of  tro«d>leSj  which  they  supposed  existed  in  reserved  condition  to  be  no  longer  necessary, 
the  comtry,  wludi  was  the  object  of  it.  This  "because  the  directors  had  approved  the  mono- 
was  die  naore  indulgent,  beouise  the  contrao  poly." 

tor  was  tolerably  secured  against  all  losses.         The  chie&  and  councils  at  the  principal 

He  recMved  a  cmlain  price  for  his  commodi-  fiustories  had  been  obliged  to  certify  the  quan- 

ty ;  bat  he  was  not  obliged  to  pay  any  certain  tity  and  quality  of  the  opium  before  its  tians- 

price  to  the  cnltivatOT,  who,  having  no  other  port  to  Calcutta ;  and  their  controul  over  the 

market  than  his,  must  sell  it  to  him  at  his  contractor  had  been  assigned  as  the  reason  for 

own  terms.    He  was  to  receive  half  the  year-  not  leaving  to  those  factories  the  manage- 

ly  pajrment  by  advanee  ,*   and  he  was  not  ment  of  this  monopoly.    Now  things  were 

<^liged  to  advance  to  the  cultivator  more  changed.   Orders  were  sent  to  discontinue  this 

than  what  be  thou^t  expedient ;  but  if  this  measure  of  invidious  precaution;  and  tha 

should  not  be  enough,  he  might  (if  he  pleased)  opium  was  sent  to  Calcutta,  without  any 

draw  the  whole  payment  before  the  total  deli-  thing  done  to  ascertain  its  quality,  or  even  its 

very ;  such  were  the  terms  of  the  engagement  quantity. 

with  him.  He  is  a  contractor  of  a  new  spe-  An  office  of  inspection  had  been  also  ap- 
cies,  who  employs  no  capital  whatsoever  ofliia  pointed  to  examine  the  quality  of  the  opium, 
own,  and  has  tfaie  market  of  compulsion  at  his  on  its  delivery  at  the  capital  settlement.  In 
entire  command.  But  all  these  securities  order  to  ease  Mr.  Sulivan  fi-om  this  trouble- 
were  not  sufficient  for  the  anxious  attention  of  some  formality,  Mr.  Hastings  abolished  the 
the  supreme  council  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  weU  office ;  so  that  Mr.  Sulivan  was  then  totally 
fore ;  Mr.  Hastings  had  before  given  him  the  freed  from  all  examination  or  controul  what- 
oontract  without  any  proposal  on  his  part ;  soever,  either  first  or  last. 
and  to  make  tbmr  gift  perfect,  in  a  second  in-  These  extraordinary  changes  in  favour  of 
■Canee  they  proceed  a  st^  beyond  their  for-  Mr.  Sulivan  were  attended  with  losses  to  oth- 
aaer  ill  preeedant,  and  they  contract  with  Mr.  ere,  and  seem  to  have  excited  much  discontent. 
Salivan  for/no'  years.  This  discontent  it  was  necessary  in  some  man- 
NotfaiBg  appears  to  have  been  considered  ner  to  appease.    The  vendue  master,  who 
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was  deprived  of  his  accustomed  dues  on  the  ouninodity  on  the  company's  account,  to  the 

publick  sales  of  the  opium  by  the  private  market  of  Canton.     The  c<Mmcil  alleged  tint 

dealing,  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  board  the  Dutch  being  driven  from  Bengal,  and  ths 

against  this  as  well  as  other  proceedings  rela-  seas  being  infested  with  privateers,  this  oom- 

tive  to  the  same  business.    He  attributed  the  modity  had  none,  or  a  very  dull  and  depre- 

private  sale  to  '  *  reatons  of  atate ;"  and  this  ciated  demand. 

•trong  reflection,  both  on  the  board  of  trade  Had  this  heea  true,  Mr  Hastings's  oondoct 

and  the  council  board,  was  passed  over  with-  could  admit  of  no  excuse.     He  ought  not  to 

out  observation.     He  was  quieted  by  appoint*  burden  a  fiilUng  nurket  by  long  and  heavy  tar 

ing  him  to  the  duty  of  these  very  inspectors,  gagements.    He  ought  studiously  to  have  kqtt 

whose  office  had  been  just  abolished  as  useless,  in  his  power  the  means  of  proportioning  the 

The  house  will  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  re-  supply  to  the  demand.    But  his  arguments, 

vival  of  this  office,  by  the  motives  to  it,  and  and  those  of  the  council  on  that  occasion,  do 

by  Mr.  Hastings  giving  that  to  one  as  a  com-  not  deserve  the  smallest  attention.     Facts,  to 

pentationj  which  had  been  executed  by  seve-  which  there  is  no  testimony  but  the  assertion 

ral  as  a  duty.     However,  the  orders  for  tak-  of  those  who  produce  them  in  apology  fi>r  the 

ing   away  the    precautionary  inspecti(m   at  ill  consequences  c^their  own  irregular  actions, 

Patna,  still  remained  in  force.  cannot  be  admitted.    Mr.  Hastings  and  the 

Some  benefits,  which  had  been  given  to  for-  Council  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that  bu- 
rner contractors  at  the  discretion  of  the  board,  siness ;  the  court  of  directors  bad  wholly  taken 
were  no  longer  held  under  that  loose  indul-  the  management  of  opium  out  of  his  and  their 
gence,  but  were  secured  to  Mr.  Sulivan  by  hands,  and  by  a  solemn  adjudicatkm  fixed  it 
his  contract.  Other  indulgences  of  a  lesser  in  the  board  of  trade.  But  after  it  had  con- 
nature,  and  to  which  no  considerable  objec-  tinned  there  some  years,  Mr.  Hastings,  a 
tion  could  be  made,  were,  on  the  application  little  before  his  grant  of  the  m<mopoly  to 
of  a  Mr.  Benn,  calling  himself  his  attorney,  Mr.  Sulivan,  thought  proper  to  reverse  the 
granted.  decree  of  his  masters,  uidby  his  own  authori- 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Higginson,  ty  to  recall  it  to  the  council.  By  this  step  he 
late  a  member  of  the  board  of*  trade,  on  that  become  responsible  for  all  the  consequences, 
subject,  were  informed  that  this  contract,  very  The  board  <^  trade  2^>pear  indeed  to  merit 
soon  after  the  making  was  generally  under-  reprehension  for  disposing  of  the  opium  by 
stood  at  Calcutta  to  have  been  sold  to  this  Mr.  private  contract,  as  by  that  means  the  unerring 
Benn,  but  he  could  not  particularise  the  sum  standard  of  the  publick  market  cannot  be  ap- 
fi>r  which  it  had  been  assigned ;  and  that  Mr.  plied  to  it ;  but  they  justified  themselves  by 
Benn,  had  afterwards  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Young,  their  success.  And  one  of  their  members  in- 
By  this  transaction  it  appears  clearly  that  the  formed  your  committee  that  their  last  sale  had 
contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Sulivan  for  no  been  a  good  one ;  and,  though  he  apprehend- 
other  purpose  than  to  supply  him  with  a  sum  ed  a  fall  in  the  next,  it  was  not  such  as,  in  the 
of  money ;  and  the  sale  and  resale  seem  opinion  of  your  committee,  could  justify  the 
strongly  to  indicate  that  the  reduction  of  the  council-general  in  having  recourse  to  untried 
penalty,  and  the  other  fiivourable  conditions,  and  hazardous  speculations  of  c(Mnmerce.  It 
were  not  granted  for  his  ease  in  a  business  appears  that  there  must  have  bem  a  market, 
which  he  never  was  to  execute,  but  to  height-  uid  one  sufficiently  lively.  They  assign  as 
en  the  value  of  die  object  which  he  was  to  a  reason  of  this  assigned  dullness  of  demand, 
sell.  Mr.  Sulivan  was  at  the  time  in  Mr.  that  the  Dutch  had  b^n  expelled  from  Bengal, 
Hastings's  family,  accompanied  him  in  his  and  could  not  carry  the  usual  quantity  to  Bar 
progresses,  and  held  the  office  of  judge-advo-  tavia.  But  the  Danes  were  not  expelled  from 
cate.  Bengal,  and  Portuguese  ships  traded  there  : 

The  monopoly  given  for  these  purposes,  neithsr  of  them  were  interdicted  at  Batavia, 

thus  permanently  secured,  all  power  of  refer-  and  the  trade  to  Uie  Eastern  ports  was  ieee 

mation  cut  off,  and  almost  every^  precauti(m  to  them.     The  Danes  actually  applied  for, 

against  fraud  and  oppression  removed,  the  su-  and  obtained  an  increase  of  the  quantity  to 

preme  council  found,  or  pretended  to  find,  which  their  purchases  had  been  limited ;  and, 

that  the  commodity  for  which  they  had  just  as  they  asked  so  they  received  this  indulgence 

made  such  a  contract,  was  not  a  saleable  arti-  as  a  great  &vour.   It  does  not  ;4>pear  that  th^ 

cle;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  opinion  or  were  not  very  ready  to  supply  the  place  (/the 

pretence,  entered  upon  a  daring  speculation,  Dutch.     On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt 

hitherto  unthought  of,  that  of  sending  the  that  the  Dutdi  would  most  gladly  receive  an 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  47 

irticle  convenient,  if  not  necessary,  to  the  cir-  usual  emporium  of  European  nations.     Thit 

catalion  of  their  commerce,  firom  the  Danes,  ample,  and  not  ill-reasoned  theoretical  peribr- 

or  under  any  name ;  nor  was  it  fit  that  the  mance  (though  not  altogether  new,  either  in 

company  shoald  use  an  extreme  strictness  in  speculation  or  attempt)  ended  by  a  practical 

any  inquiry  concerning  the  necessary  dispo-  proposition,  very  short  indeed  of  the  ideaa 

sal  of  one  of  their  own  staple  comooodities.  opened  in  the  preliminary  discourse,  but  bettor 

The  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury  with  adapted  to  the  immediate  effect.  It  was,  that 
ftmds  for  the  provision  of  the  next  year's  Chi-  the  company  should  undertake  the  sale  of  its 
na  investment  was  the  ground  of  this  plan,  own  opium  in  China,  and  commit  the  manage- 
But  the  council-general  appear  still  to  have  ment  of  the  business  to  the  memorialist,  who 
die  particular  advantage  of  Mr.  Sulivan  in  offered  to  furnish  them  with  a  str<»ig  armed 
Tiew ;  and,  not  satisfied  with  breaking  so  ma^-  ship  for  that  purpose.  The  offer  was  accept- 
nj  of  the  company's  orders  for  that  purpose,  ed ;  and  the  agreement  made  with  him  for  the 
to  make  the  contract  an  object  saleable  to  the  transport  of  two  thousand  chests, 
peatest  advantage,  were  obliged  to  transfer  A  proposal  by  another  person  was  made  tbo 
their  personal  partiality  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to  July  following  the  date  of  this  project ;  it  ap- 
the  contract  itself,  and  to  hand  it  over  to  the  pears  to  have  been  early  in  the  formal  delive- 
assignees  through  all  their  successions,  ry  at  the  bocuti ;  this  was  for  the  export  of  one 
Wh^  the  opium  was  delivered,  the  duties  and  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  chests, 
emoluments  of  the  contractor  ended ;  but  (it  This  too  was  accepted,  but  with  new  condi- 
wf^eua  firom  Mr.  Williamson's  letter,  18th  tions  and  restrictions :  for  in  so  vast  and  new 
October,  1 781 ,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the  coun-  an  undertaking,  great  difficulties  occurred, 
dl-general)  this  new  scheme  fumUked  them  In  the  first  place,  all  importaticm  of  that  com- 
tatk  a  pretext  of  making  Mm  broker  for  Cfu-  modity  is  rigorously  forbidden  by  the  laws  of 
namoeaimerUfWiAtheprq/Hofaneweommis^  China.  The  impropriety  of  a  political  tra- 
fton — to  what  amount  does  not  appear ;  but  der,  who  is  lord  over  a  great  empire,  being 
here  their  constant  and  vigilant  observer,  the  concerned  in  a  contraband  trade  upon  his  own 
rendue-master,  met  them  again :  they  seem-  account,  did  not  seem  in  the  least  to  affect 
ed  to  live  in  no  small  terrour  of  this  gentle-  them  ;  but  they  were  struck  with  the  obvious 
man.  To  satisfy  him  for  the  loss  of  his  fee,  danger  of  subjecting  their  goods  to  seizive  by 
to  which  he  was  entitled  upon  the  publick  sale,  the  vastness  of  the  prohibited  import.  To 
they  gave  him  also  a  commission  of  one  per  secure  the  larger  adventure,  they  require  d 
cent,  on  the  investment.  Thus  was  this  ob-  the  China  factory  that  colonel  Watson's  ship 
ject  loaded  with  a  double  commission ;  and  should  enter  the  port  of  Canton  as  an  armed 
every  act  of  partiality  to  one  person  produced  fhipf  (they  would  not  say  a  ship  of  war,  though 
a  chargeable  compensation  to  some  other  for  that  must  be  meant,)  that  her  cargo  should 
the  injustice  that  such  partiality  produced,  not  be  reported  ;  they  also  ordered  that  other 
Nor  was  this  the  whole.  The  discontent  and  measures  should  be  adopted  to  secure  this  pro- 
envy,  excited  by  this  act,  went  infinitely  fur-  hibited  article  from  seizure, 
ther  than  to  those  immediately  affected,  and  If  the  cargo  should  get  in  safe,  another  dan- 
something  or  other  was  to  be  found  out,  to  sat-  ger  was  in  view — the  o^rerloading  the  Chinese 
isfy  as  many  as  possible.  market  by  a  supply  beyond  the  demand :  Cor 

As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  coun-  it  is  obvious  that  contraband  trade  must  exist 

oil  entertained  a  design  of  opening  a  trade  on  by  small  quantities  of  goods  poured  in  by  in- 

those  principles,  it  immediately  engaged  the  tervals,  and  not  by  great  importations  at  one 

attention  <^  soch  as  had  an  interest  in  specu-  time.     To  guard  against  this  inconvenience, 

laliotts  of  freight.  they  divide  their  second,  though  the  smaller 

A  memorial  seems  to  have  been  drawn  ear-  adventure,  into  two  parts  ;  one  of  which  was 

ly,  as  it  is  dated  on  the  29th  of  March,  thou^  to  go  to  the  markets  of  the  barbarous  natives, 

it  was  not  the  first  publickly  presented  to  the  which  inhabit  the  coast  of  Malacca,  where  the 

board.     This  memorial  was  presented  on  the  chances  of  its  being  disposed  of  by  robbery  or 

17th  of  September,  1781,  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  sale  were  at  least  equal.    If  the  opium  should 

conformably  (as  he  says)  to  the  desire  of  the  be  disposed  of  there,  the  produce  was  to  be 

govemoor-geDeral ;  and  it  contained  a  long  invested  in  merchandise  saleable  in  China,  or 

elaborate  dissertaticm  oa  the  trade  to  China ;  in  dollars,  if  to   be  had.     The  other  part 

tending  to  prove  the  advantage  of  extending  (about  one  half)  was  to  go  in  kind  directly  to 

the  sals  of  English  manufitctures  and  other  ihe  port  of  Canton, 

goods  U>  the  north  of  that  coimtry,  beyond  the  ThedeaKng  at  this  time  seemed  cIoMd;b«t 
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HMgendemeiiwlio  chartered  the  tluiMfalwaji  a  eecowkry  oonsidentkM — their  priaMiyoh- 

reoollecting  ■omethiiif ,  a|>plied  anew  to  the  ject  was  the  adyeotiire  of  opium.     To  tUf 

board  fimiiehed  with  cannoo  firom  the  compa-  they  were  pemaneatly  aftarhed,  and 

■y'sordnance.    Some  was  delivered  to  them ;  obliged  to  attend  to  its  inal  deeChmlioB. 

but  the  oflice  of  ordnance  (so  heavily  ezpen-  The  difficnl^  of  djspoainf  of  the 

■ire  to  the  company  )  was  not  sufficient  to  aflcorriing  to  this  project,  being  tins  got  ever, 

■pare  a  few  iron  guns  for  a  merchant  ship,  a  material  preliminary  diffinnlfy  stili  ■toed  ia 

Orders  were  given  to  cast  a  few  cannon :  and  the  way  of  the  whole  ■cfaeme.     TheooateaD- 

an  application  made  to  Madras,  at  a  thousand  tor  or  his  assignees  were  to  be  paid.    The 

miles  distance,  for  the  rest.    Madras  answers,  company's  treasure  was  wfat^  esfaansted,  ani 

that  they  cannot  exactly  comply  with  the  re-  even  its  credit  was  exceedingly  strained.  Tbs 

quisition ;  but  still  the  board  at  Bengal  AofMS  latter,  however,  was  the  b^ter  resource,  md 

better  things  firom  them  than  they  promise,  and  to  this  they  resolved  to  apply.    They  thara> 

flatter  themselves  that,  with  their  assistance,  fore,  at  different  times,  opened  two  loans  of 

they  shall  properly  arm  a  ^p  of  thirty-two  one  hundred  thousand  poimds  each ;  the  first 

guns.  was  reeerved  for  the  company's  ■ervants,  civil 

Whilst  these  dispositions  were  making,  the  and  military,  to  be  distributed  in  shares  aooor- 

first  proposer,  perceiving  advantages  from  the  ding  to  their  rank ;  the  other  was  more  genenL 

circuitous  voyage  olt  the  second,  which  had  The  terms  of  both  loans  were,  that  the  risk  of 

escaped  his  ciwervation,  to  make  amends  for  the  voyage  was  to  be  on  account  of  the  coak- 

his  first  omission,  improved  both  on  his  own  pany.    The  payment  was  to  be  in  Inlls  (at  a 

proposal  and  on  that  of  the  person  who  had  rate  of  exchange  settled  firom  the  sapercargoss 

improved  on  him.    He  therefore  applied  for  at  Canton)  i^xm  the  same  conqMOiy.  Imriat- 

leave  to  take  two  hundred  and  fifty  chests  on  ever  proportion  the  adventure  should  fidl,  ei- 

his  own  account,  which  he  said  could  **  be  tber  in  the  ships  not  safely  arriving  in  China, 

nadUy  di$poied  of  at  the  several  places  where  or  otherwise,  in  that  proportion  Uie  sidiscri- 

it  was  necessary  for  the  ship  to  touch  for  wood  hers  were  to  content  thnnielvea  with  the  ooa- 

and  water,  or  intelligence,  during  her  intended  pany's  bonds  tar  their  money,  bearing  ei^ 

voyage  through  the  eattem  Mand$."  As  a  cor-  per  c«it.  interest.    A  share  in  this  subscrip- 

roctive  to  this  extraordinary  request,  he  assur-  tion  was  thought  exceeding  desirable ;  for  Mr. 

ed  the  board  that  if  he  should  meet  with  any  Hastings  writes  from  Benares,  where  he  was 

unexpected  delay  at  these  markets,  he  would  employed  in  the  maimer  already  r^KNrted,  sod 

■end  their  cargo  to  its  destination,  having  se-  hereafter  to  be  observed  upon,  requesting  that 

cured  a  noift-^iaUing  sloop  for  the  protection  of  the  subscription  should  be  left  op«a  to  his  offi- 

his  ship ;  and  this  sloop  he  proposed  in  such  cers,  who  were  employed  in  the  military  ope- 

a  case  to  leave  behind.    Such  an  extraordina-  rati<ms  against  Cheyt  Sing ;  and,  aoooidingly, 

ry  eagerness  to  deal  in  opium  lets  in  another  three  majors,   seven  captains,   tvren^-tbree 

view  of  the  merits  of  the  alleged  dullness  oi  lieutenants,  the  surgeon  belonging  to  the  de> 

the  market,  on  which  this  trade  was  undertar-  tachment,  and  two  civil  servants  of  hi^  rank, 

ken  for  the  company's  account.  who  attended  him,  were  admitted  to  subscribe. 

The  council,  who  had  with  great  condescen-  Bills  upon  Europe  without  interest  are  al- 

■ion  and  oflkial  &cility,  consented  to  every  ways  preferred  to  the  company's  bonds,  evot 

demand  hitherto  made,  were  not  reluctant  with  at  the  high  interest  allowed  in  India.    Th^ 

regard  to  this  last.     The  quantity  of  opium  are  indeed  so  greedily  sou^t  there,  and  (bfr> 

required  by  the  freighters,  and  the  permission  cause  they  tend  to  bring  an  immediate  and 

of  a  trading  voyage,  were  granted  without  visible  distress  in  Leadenhall-street)  so  much 

hesitation.  The  cargo  having  become  far  more  dreaded  here,  that  by  an  act  of  parliament  the 

valuable  by  this  small  infiision  of  private  in-  company's  servants  are  restricted  from  draw- 

terest,  the  armament,  which  was  deemed  suf-  ing  bills  beyond  a  certain  amount  upon  the 

ficient  to  defend  the  company's  large  share  of  company  in  England, 

the  adventure,  was  now  discovered  to  be  un-  In  Bengal  they  have  been  restrained  to 

equal  to  the  protection  of  the  whole.    For  about  one  hundred  and  eigh^  thousand  pounds 

the  convoy  of  these  two  ships  the  council  hire  annually.     The  legislature,  influenced  more 

and  arm  another.    How  they  were  armed,  or  strongly  with  the  same  apprehensions,  has  re- 

whether  in  fact  they  were  properly  armed  at  strained  the  directors,  as  the  directors  have 

all,  does  not  appear.    It  is  true  that  the  su-  restrained  their  servants ;  and  have  gone  so 

preme  council  proposed  that  these  ships  should  far  as  to  call  in  the  power  of  the  lords  of  the 

also  convey  supplies  to  Madras ;  but  this  was  treasury  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  a^y 
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beyond  on  unount  pretcribed  in  the  oompanji  not  the  English,  which  miwt  pre* 

ad.  fcribethetermt;  particulmrly  in  a  coounoditj. 

The  fidse  principles  of  this  unmereantile  which,  if  withheld  firom  them  at  their  markeC 

tiimnion  (to  speak  of  it  in  the  miklest  price,  they  can,  whenever  they  please,  be  cer- 

tenns)  were  too  gross  not  to  be  visible  to  tain  oif  purchasing  as  a  condemned  contraband* 

^Hse  who  oootrived  it.     That  the  conqwny        There  are  two  further  circumstances  in  this 

ihoald  be  saade  to  borrow  such  a  sum  as  two  transaction,  which  strongly  mark  its  charao- 

iMidred  ttwwmnd  pounds*  at  eight  per  cent,  ter ;  the  first  is,  that  this  adventure  to  China 

(w  terms  deemed  by  the  company  to  be  wasnot  rec(Hnmendedtothembythe&ctoryof 

iwse)  in  order  first  to  buy  a  commodity,  re-  Canton ;  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  it  witb- 

pwssmed  by  themselves  as  depreciated  in  its  out  their  previous  advice,  and  an  assurance 

■diMury  market,  in  order  afterwards  to  carry  grounded  on  the  state  of  the  market,  and  the 

II  lis  If  of  it  throu^  a  circuitous  trading  dispositions  of  the  government,  that  the  me»- 

vtTage;  depending  for  its  ultimate  success  sure,  in  a  commercial  light,  would  be  profita^ 

M  the  prudent  and  fortunate  management  of  bie,  or  at  least  saie.     Neither  was  that  &c> 

lee  or  three  sales,  and  purchases  and  re-sales  tory  applied  to  on  the  state  of  the  bills, 

of  goods,  and  the  cfasnce  of  two  or  three  mar-  which,  upon  their  own  account,  they  might 

blB,  with  all  the  risks  of  sea  and  enemy,  was  ^  obliged  to  draw  upon  Europe,  at  a  time 

f^uaif  BO  undertaking  for  such  a  body.    The  when  the  council  of  Bengal  direct  them  to 

actinly,  private  interest,  and  the  sharp  eye  of  <htkw  bills  to  so  enormous  an  amount. 

pwsonal  superintendent,  may  now  and  then        The  second  remarkable  circumstance  is, 

liPMuJ  Bi  audi  projects ;  but  the  remote  in-  ^^  ^®  board  of  trade  in  Calcutta  (the  pro- 

■pection  and  unwieldy  movements  of  great  P^r  administrator  of  all  that  relates  to  the 

psblic  bodies  can  find  nothing  but  loss  in  company's  investment)  does  not  seem  to  hava 

ten.      Their  gains,  comparatively  small,  given  its  approbation  to  the  project,  or  to 

eight  to  be  upon  sure  grounds ;  but  here  (as  ^^^  been  at  all  consulted  upon  it.     The  sale 

tks  council  states  the  matter)  the  private  tra^  of  opium  had  been  adjudged  to  the  board  of 

der  ictnally  declines  to  deal ;  which  is  a  proof  trade  for  the  express  purpose  of  selling  it  in 

more  than  necessary  to  demonstate  the  extreme  Bengal,  not  in  China ;  and  of  employing  the 

inpmdence  of  such  an  undertaking  on  the  produce  of  such  sale  in  the  manufactures  of 

eompany's  account.    Still  stronger  and  equal-  the  country,  in  which  the  original  commodity 

I7  obrious  objections  lay  to  that  member  of  ^^  produced.    On  the  whole,  it  appears  a 

dw  project,  which  regards  the  introduction  of  i^ere  trading  speculation  of  the  council,  invad- 

I  contraband  commodity  into  China,  sent  at  i°g  the  department  of  others,  without  lights 

rach  a  risk  of  seizure,  not  only  of  the  imme-  of  its  own,  without  authority,  or  information 

dale  object  to  be  smuggled  in,  but  of  all  the  from  any  other  quarter.    In  a  commercial 

company's  property  in  Canton,  and  possibly  ^^^i  >t  straitened  the  company^s  investment, 

•t  a  haxaid  to  the  existence  of  the  British  fiu>  to  which  it  was  destined;  as  a  measure  of 

tory  at  >Hit  port.  finance,  it  is  a  contrivance,  by  which  a  mono- 

U  is  staled,  indeed,  that  a  monopolizing  Poly»  formed  for  the  increase  of  revenue,  in- 

rimpany  in  Canton,  caUed  the  Cobong,  had  "tead  of  becoming  one  of  its  resources,  in- 

radncad  commerce  there  to  a  deplorable  state,  "^oUen  the  treasury,  in  the  first  instance,  in 

md  had  rendered  the  gains  of  private  mer^  '^^^^  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

chants,  either  in  opium  or  any  thing  else,  so        I^  Mr.  Hastings,  on  Uie  expiration  of 

mmU  and  so  precarious,  that  they  were  no  ^^'  Mackenzie's  contract,  (the  advantages  of 

knger  able,  by  purchssmg  that  article,  to  which  to  the  company  had  been  long  doubt- 

fimirii  the  company  with  money  for  a  CWna  fi»^)  ^e^  P"t  himself  in  a  situation  to  do  his 

investment.    For  this  purpose,  the  person  <^"ty,  some  immediate  loss  to  the  revenue 

whose  proposal  is  accepted,  declares  his  pro-  ^^^^^  1»^«  ^^^  the  worst  consequence  of  the 

ject  to  be  to  set  up  a  monopoly  on  the  part  of  alleged  depreciation ;  probably  it  would  not 

the  company  against  the  monopoly  of  the  l^^e  been  considerable.    Mr.  Mackenzie's 

Chinese  merefaants ;  but  as  the  Chinese  mo-  contract,  which  at  first  was  for  three  years, 

Bopdy  is  at  home,  and  supported  (as  the  had  been  only  renewed  for  a  year.    Had  the 

minate  referred  to  asserts)  by  the  country  same  course  been  pursued  with  Mr.  Sullivan, 

magHlrates;  it  is  plain  it  is  the  Chinese  they  would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  adopt 

some  plan,  which  might  have  secured  them 

«  The  whole  sum  has  not  been  actnallyrais.  from  wiy  low  at  all.    But  they  pursued  ano- 

siibntthsdefldsneyisnotTsryoonsldsrable.  ther  plan ;  they  carefiilly  put  all  remedy  stilt 
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longer  out  of  their  reach,  by  giving  their  con-  tract  might  have  been  good  *,  but  whether  a 

tract  for  four  years.     To  cover  all  these  ir-  contract  made  between  two  servants,  contrary 

regularities,  they  interest  the  settlement  in  to  the  orders  of  their  common  master,  and  to 

their  favour,  by  holding  out  to  them  the  most  the  prejudice  of  his  known   interest,  be  a 

temptingofallbaits,  in  a  chance  of  bills  upon  breach  of  trust  on  both  sides;  and  whether 

Europe.  the  contract  can  in  equity  have  force  to  hand 

In  this  manner  the  servants  abroad  have  the  company,  whenever  they  shall  be  inclined 

conducted  themselves  with  regard  to  Mr.  to  free  themselves  and  the  country  they  govern 

Sulivan's  contract  for  opium,  ajod  the  dispo-  from  this  mischievous  monopoly,  yourcOoi- 

sal  of  the  commodity.     In  England,  the  court  mittee  think  a  subject  worthy  of  further  in- 

of  directors  took  it  into  consideration.     First  quiry. 

as  to  the  contract,  in  a  letter  dated  12th  July,  With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  opium, 
1782,  they  say,  that  "  having  condemned  the  the  directors  very  properly  condemn  the  direct 
contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  contraband,  but  they  approve  the  trading  voy* 
for  the  provision  of  opium,  they  cannot  but  age.  The  directOTS  have  observed  nothing 
be  turpriaed  at  your  having  concluded  a  new  concerning  the  loans.  They  {M-obably  re- 
contract  for /our  years  relative  to  that  article  served  that  matter  for  future  consideration, 
with  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  without  leaving  In  no  affair  has  the  connection  between  ser- 
the  decision  of  it  to  the  court  of  directors.'*  vants  abroad  and  persons  in  power  among  the 

The  sentiments  of  the  directors  are  proper,  proprietors  of  the  India  company  been  more 

and  worthy  of  persons  in  public  trust.    Their  discernible  than  in  this.     But  if  such  confede- 

narpriae  indeed  at  the  disobedience  to  their  racies,  cemented  by  such  means,  are  suffered 

orders  is  not  perfectly  natural  in  those  who  to  pass  without  due  animadversion,  the  an- 

foT  many  years  have  scarcely  been  obeyed  in  thority  of  parliament  must  become  as  ineffica- 

a  single  instance.     They  probably  asserted  cious  as  all  other  authorities  have  proved,  to 

their  authority,  at  this  time,  with  as  much  restrain  the  growth  of  disorders  either  in  India 

vigour  as  their  condition  admitted.  or  in  Europe. 

They  proceed:  "We  do  not  mean  (say 

they)  to  convey  any  censure  on  Mr.  Sulivan  — — — 
respecting  the  transaction;  but  we  cannot 

withhold  our  displeasure  from  the  govemour-  salt. 
general  and  council  at  such  an  instance  of 

contempt  of  our  authority."  They  then  pro-  Ths  reports  made  by  the  two  committeea 
ceed  justly  to  censure  the  removal  of  the  in-  of  the  house,  which  sat  in  the  years  1772 
spection,  and  some  other  particulars  of  this  and  1773,  <^  the  state  and  conduct  of  the  in- 
gross  proceeding.  As  to  the  criminality  of  land  trade  of  Bengal  up  to  that  p^od«  have 
the  parties,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  assisted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee  with 
breach  of  duty  in  servants  is  highly  aggravat-  respect  to  the  third  and  last  article  of  mono- 
ed  by  the  rank,  station,  and  trust  of  the  of-  poly,  viz.  that  of  salt ;  and  made  it  unaecas- 
fending  party.  But  no  party,  in  such  con-  sary  for  them  to  enter  into  so  minute  a  detail 
■piracy  to  break  orders,  appear  to  us  wholly  on  that  subject  as  they  have  done  on  sobio 
free  from  fault.  others. 

The  directors  did  their  doty  in  reprobating  Your  committee,  find  that  the  late  Lofd 

this  contract ;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  com-  C  live  constantly  asserted,  that  the  salt  trade 

mittee,  that  further  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  in  Bengal  had  been  a  monopoly  time  imme- 

inquire  into  the  legal  validity  of  a  transaction,  morial ;  that  it  ever  was  and  evor  must  be  a 

which  manifestly  attempts    to   prevent  the  monopoly  ;  and  that  Coja  Wazid,  and  other 

court  of  directors  from  applying  any  remedy  merchants  long  before  him,  had  given  to  the 

to  a  grievance  which  has  been  for  years  the  nabob  and  his  ministers  two  hundred  thousand 

constant  subject  of  complaints.  pounds  per  annum  for  the  exclusive  privilege. 

Both  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr.  Hastings  are  The  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  De- 

tfae  company's  servants,  bound  by  their  cove-  cember,  1776,   paragraph  seventy-six,  say, 

nants  and  their  oaths  to  promote  the  interest  "  that  it  has  ever  been  in  a  great  measure  an 

of  their  masters,  and  both  equally  bound  to  be  exclusive  trade." 

obedient  to  their  orders.    If  the  govemour-  The  secret  committee  report,  that  under 

general  had  contracted  with  a  stranger,  not  the  government  of  the  nabobs,  the  duty  on 

apprised  of  the  company's  orders,  and  not  salt  made  in  Bengal  was  two  and  an  half  per 

bbtmid  by  any  previous  engagement,  the  con-  cent,  paid  by  Mussulmeo,  and  five  per  oeaC 
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^ud  by  Grentoos.    On  the  accession  of  Mir  trade  in  salt,  except  on  the  India  compai^^ 

Caasim  in  1760,  the  claim  of  the  company's  account. 

senrants  to  trade  in  salt,  duty  free,wBs  first  Under  the  positive  orders  of  the  comptayi 
afowed.    Mr.  Vansittart  made  an  agreement  the  salt  trade  appears  to  have  CMitinued  opsn 
with  him,  by  which  the  duties  should  be  fixed  from  1768  to  1772.     The  act  indeed  contain* 
al  aine  pw  cent.     The  council  annulled  the  ed  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  company,  and 
agrwemffnt,  and  reduced  the  duty  to  two  and  lefl  them  a  liberty  of  dealing  in  salt  upon 
an  half  per  c«it.     On  this,  Mir  Cassim  or^  their  own  account.    But  still  this  policy  re- 
dned,  that  no  customs  or  duties  whatsoever  mained  unchanged,  and  their  orders  unre> 
ahould  be  collected  for  the  future.    But  a  voked.    But  in  the  year  1772,  without  any 
majority  of  the  council  (22d  March,  1763)  instruction  from  the  court  of  directors  indicat- 
resolved,  that  the  making  the  exemption  gene-  ing  a  change  of  opinion  or  system,  the  whole 
nl  was  a  breach  of  the  company's  privileges ;  produce  was  again  monopolized,  professedly 
tod  that  the  nabob  should  be  positively  re-  for  the  use  of  the  company,  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
quired  to  recall  it,  and  collect  duties  as  before  Speaking  of  this  plan,  he  says :  (letter  to  tba 
from  the  country  merchants,  and  all  other  per-  directors,  22d  February,  1775,)    **  No  new 
MttB,  who  bad  not  the  protection  of  the  com-  hardship  has  been  imposed  upon  the  salt 
patty's  dustuck.     The  directors,  as  the  evi-  manu&cturers  by  taking  the  management  of 
dent  reason  of  the  thing,  and  as  their  duty  re-  that  article  into  the  hands  of  govemmMit^ 
quired,  disapproved  highly  of  these  transac-  the  only  difference  is,  that  the  profit,  which 
lions,  and  ordered  (8th  February,  1764,)  a  was  before  reaped  l^  English  gentlemen  and  by 
Jaud  and  ^eetual  9top  to  be  put  to  the  inland  Banians,  is  now  acquired  by  the  company.'' 
trade  m  9alt,  and  several  other  articles  of  In  May,  1766,  the  directors  had  condemned 
commerce.      But  other    politics  and  other  the  monopoly  on  any  conditions  whateoever, 
ioterests  prevailed ;  so  that,  in  the  May  fol-  *'  At  that  time  they  thought  it  neither  consis- 
lowing,  a  general  court  resolved,  that  it  should  tent  with  their  honour  nor  their  dignity  to  pro- 
be recommoided  to  the  court  of  directors  to  mote  such  an  exclusive  trade."    *'  They  oon- 
reconsider  the  preceding  orders.     In  conse-  sidered  it  too  as  disgraceful  and  behw  the 
quence  of  which,  the  directors  ordered  the  dignity  of  their  present  situation  to  allow  <^ 
govemour  and  council  to  form  a  plan,  in  con-  such  a  monopoly ;  and  that,  were  they  to  al- 
cert  with  the  nabob,  for  regulating  the  inland  low  it  under  any  restrictions,  they  should 
trade.  consider  themselves  as  assenting  and  subscrib- 
On  these  last  orders  Lord  Olivers  plan  was  ing  to  all  the  mischief,  which  Bengal  had 
formed  in  1765  for  engrossing  the  sole  pur-  presented  to  them  for  four  years  past." 
chase  of  salt,  and  dividing  the  profits  among  Notwithstanding  this  solemn  declaration, 
the  company's  seniour  servants.     The  direc-  in  their  letter  of  24th  December,  1776,  they 
tors,  who  YxbA  hitherto  reluctantly  given  way  approve  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  say, 
to  a  numopoly  under  any  idea,  or  for  any  **  Uiat  the  monopoly  on  its  present  footing  can 
purposes,  dis^proved  of  this  plan,  and  on  the  be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  country," 
17th  of  May,  1766,  ordered  it  to  be  abolish-  &c. 

ed;  but  they  substituted  no  other  in  its  room.  This,  however,  was  a  rigorous  monopoly. 
In  this  manner  things  continued  until  No-  The  account  given  of  it  by  General  Claver- 
vember,  1767,  when  the  directors  repeated  ing.  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  in 
their  orders  for  excluding  all  persons  whatso-  their  minute  of  11th  January,  1775,  in  which 
ever,  excepting  the  natives  only,  from  being  the  situation  of  the  Molungees,  or  persons 
concerned  in  the  inland  trade  in  salt ;  and  employed  in  the  salt  manufacture,  is  particu- 
they  declared,  tlut  (vide  par.  90)" "such  larly  described,  is  stated  at  length  in  the  ap- 
trade  is  Aere6y  abolished  and  put  a  final  end  pendix.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  says,  "  the 
to."  In  the  same  letter  (par.  92)  they  orders  power  of  obliging  Molungees  to  work  has 
ed  that  the  salt  trade  should  be  laid  open  to  been  customary  from  time  immemorial." 
the  natives  in  general,  subject  to  such  a  duty  Nothing  but  great  and  clear  advantage  to 
as  might  produce  <Mie  hundred  and  twenty  government  could  account  for,  and  nothing  at 
thA«»«qind  pounds  a  year.  This  policy  was  all  perhaps  could  justify  the  revival  of  mono- 
adopted  by  the  legislature.  In  the  act  cf  poly  thus  circumstanced.  The  advantage 
177S,  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  it  should  proposed  by  its  revival  was  the  transferring 
not  be  lawfiil  for  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects  the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by  Eng^ 
to  engage,  intermeddle,  or  be  any  way  con-  lish  gentlemen  and  Banians,  to  the  company, 
cenied,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  inland  The  profits  of  the  former  were  not  problena- 

Voi..  ni.— 4. 
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tical.     It  was  to  be  seen  what  the  eflTect  of  Benga*  may  have  power  for  any  long  tuM 

would  be  of  a  scheme  to  transfer  them  to  the  to  prevent.    In  the  end,  government  will  pro- 

hUter,  even  under  the  management  of  the  pro-  bably  be  undersold,  and  beaten  down  to  a 

jector  himself.     In  the  revenue  consultations  losing  price.     Or,  if  they  should  attonpt  to 

of  September,   1766,    Mr.    Hastings   said,  force  all  the  advantages  from  this  article,  of 

"  many  causes  have  since  ccnnbined  to  reduce  which  by  every  exertion  it  may  be  made  cap** 

this  article  of  revenue  almoBt  to  nothing,  ble,  it  may  distress  some  other  part  of  tbinr 

The  plan,  which  I  am  now  inclined  to  recom-  possessi<His  in  India,  and  destroy,  or  at  less! 

mend  for  the  future  management  of  the  salt  impair,  the  natural  intercourse  between  them, 

revenue,  differs  widely  from  that  which  I  Ultimately  it  may  hurt  Bengal  itself,  and  ths 

adopted  under  different  circumstances."  produce  of  its  landed  revenue,  by  destroying 

It  appears  that  the  ill  success  of  his  former  the  vent  of  that  grain,  which  it  would  other- 
scheme  did  not  deter  him  from  recommending  wise  barter  for  salt. 

another.  Accordingly,  in  July,  1777,  Mr.  Tour  committee  think  it  hardly  necessaiy  to 
Hastings  proposed,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  observe  that  the  many  changes  of  plan  whicfa 
the  salt  mahls  should  be  let,  toith  the  lands,  to  have  taken  place  in  the  management  of  the 
the  fanners  and  Zemindars  for  a  ready  money  salt  trade,  are  far  from  honourable  to  the  con- 
rent,  including  duties ;  the  salt  to  be  lefl  to  pany's  government ;  and,  that,  even  if  the 
their  disposal.  monopoly  of  this  article  were  a  profitable eoo- 

After  some  trial  of  this  method,  Mr.  Has-  cem,  it  should  not  be  permitted.    ExclnnTe 

tings  thought  fit  to  abandon  it.     In  Septem-  of  the  general  effect  of  this  and  of  all  raoiiopo> 

ber,  1780,  he  changed  his  plan  a  third  time,  lies,  the  oppressions  which  the  mannfriictaren 

and  proposed  the  institution  of  a  »alt  qffice —  of  salt,  called  Mobmge»f  still  sufier  under  it, 

the  salt  was  to  be  again  engrossed  for  the  though  perhaps  alleviated  in  some  particulars, 

benefit  of  the  company,  and  the  management  deserve  particular  attenticxi.     There  is  evi- 

conducted  by  a  number  of  salt  agents.  dence  enough  on  the  company's  records  to  ssp 

From  the  preceding  &cts  it  appears,  that  in  tisfy  your  committee  that  these  pe<^le  have 
this  branch  of  the  company's  government  lit-  been  treated  with  great  rigour ;  and  not  c»ly 
tie  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  ease  and  wel-  defrauded  of  the  due  payment  of  their  labour, 
fkre  of  the  natives ;  and  that  the  directors  but  delivered  over,  like  cattle,  in  succession 
have  no  where  shown  greater  inconsistency  to  different  masters,  who,  under  pr^ence  of 
than  in  their  orders  on  this  subject.  Yet  buying  up  the  balances  due  to  their  preceding 
salt,  considering  it  as  a  necessary  of  lifo,  was  employers,  find  means  of  keeping  them  in  per- 
by  no  means  a  safe  and  proper  subject  for  so  petual  slavery.  For  evils  (^tbis  nature  there 
many  experiments  and  innovations.  For  ten  can  be  no  perfect  remedy,  as  long  as  the  mo- 
years  together  the  directors  reprobated  the  nopoly  continues.  They  are  in  the  nature  of 
idea  of  suffering  this  necessary  of  life  to  be  the  thing,  and  cannot  be  cared  or  effectually 
engrossed  on  any  condition  whaUoever ;  and  counteracted  even  by  a  just  and  vigilaik 
strictly  prohibited  all  Europeans  from  trading  administration  on  the  spot.  Many  objeo- 
in  it.  Tet,  as  soon  as  they  were  made  to  tions  occur  to  the  farming  of  any  branch  of 
expect  from  Mr.  Hastings,  that  the  profits  of  the  public  revenue  in  Bengal,  particularly 
the  monopoly  should  be  converted  to  their  against  farming  the  salt  lands.  But  the  dilem- 
own  use,  they  immediately  declared,  that  it  ma  to  which  government,  by  this  system,  is 
'*  could  be  no  considerable  grievance  to  the  constantlyreduced,  of  authorizing  great  injus- 
country,"  and  authorized  its  continuance ;  tice,  or  suffering  great  loss,  is  alone  sufficient 
until  he  himself,  finding  it  produced  little  or  to  condemn  it.  Either  government  is  expect* 
{nothing,  renounced  it  of  his  own  accord,  ed  to  support  the  farmer  or  contractor  in  all 
Your  (sommittee  ar^  apprehensive  that  this  his  pretensions  by  an  exertion  of  power,  whidi 
will  at  ^11  times,  whatever  flattering  appear-  tends  of  necessity  to  the  ruin  of  the  parties 
^ce  it  may  wear  for  a  time,  be  the  fate  of  subjected  to  the  farmer's  contract,  and  to  the 
any  attempt  to  ipoQopolize  the  salt  for  the  suppression  of  free  trade ;— or,  if  such  assis- 
profit  of  government,  In  the  first  instance  it  tance  be  refused  him,  he  complains  that  he  is 
will  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer  beyond  not  supported — ^that  private  persons  interfere 
Its  just  level ;  but  that  evil  will  soon  be  cor-  with  his  contract — ^that  the  manufacturers 
fr^cted  by  means  ruinous  to  the  con^pany  as  desert  their  labour,  and  that  proportionate  do* 
monopolists,  viz.  by  the  embezzlement  of  ductions  must  be  allowed  him. 
their  owq  salt,  and  by  the  importati(m  of  After  the  result  oftheir  examination  into  the 
Ibreign  salt,  oeither  of  which  the  government  general  nature  and  effect  of  this  monopoly,  it 
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odIj  for  your  committee  to  inquire  duty  in  this  respect,  howerer  culpable,  im  not 
^Rfaether  there  was  any  valid  foundation  for  that  to  be  compared,  either  in  its  nature  or  in  iti 
Maratioo  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  we  con-  consequences,  with  the  destructive  principles 
dademust  have  principally  recommended  the  on  which  they  have  acted.    It  has  been  their 
■ooopt^y  of  salt  to  the  favour  of  the  court  of  practice,  if  not  system,  to  inquire,  to  censure, 
Erectors ;  viz.  "  that  the  profit,  which  was  be-  and  not  to  punish.    As  long  as  the  miscon- 
bn  reaped  by  English  gentlemen,  and  by  Ba-  duct  of  persons  in  power  in  Bengal  was  en- 
niiBs,  was  now  acquired  by  the  company  .'^  On  couraged  by  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  conceal- 
the  contrary,  it  was  proved  and  acknowledged  ment,  it  may  be  presumed,  that  they  felt  some 
before  the  govemour-general  and  council,whan  restraint  upon  their  actions,  and  that  they 
Ihejr  inquired  into  this  matter  in  March,  1775,  stood  in  some  awe  of  the  power  placed  over 
tbat  the  chie&  and  councils  of  those  districts,  them.    Whereas  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that 
in  which  there  were  salt  mahls,  reserved  par-  the  late  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  tells 
ticuiar  salt  &rm8  for  their  own  use,  and  divid-  them,  in  effect,  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear 
ed  the  profits,  in  certain  stated  proportions,  from  the  certainty  of  a  discovery. 
imoDg  themselves  and  their  assistants.    But,  On  the  same  principle  on  which  your  com- 
ttless  a  detail  of  these  transactions,  and  of  mittee  have  generally  limited  their  researches 
tbeperscms  concerned  in  them,  should  be  call-  to  the  persons  placed  by  parliament,  or,  rais- 
ed for  by  the  house,  it  is  our  wish  to  avoid  ed  or  put  in  nomination  by  the  court  of  directors 
catering  into  it.     GNi  one  example  only  your  to  the  highest  station  in  Bengal,  it  was  also 
committee  tkink  it  just  and  proper  to  insist,  their  original  wish  to  limit  those  inquiries  to 
itating  first  to  the  house  on  what  principles  the  period  at  which  parliament  interposed  its 
thsjr  l^ve  made  this  selection.  authority  between  the  company  and  their  ser- 
in pursuing  their  inquiries,  your  committee  vants,  and  gave  a  new  constitution  to  the 
have  Mideavoured  chiefly  to  keep  in  view  the  presid^cy  of  Fort  William.   If  the  company's 
ooodoct  of  persons  in    the  highest  stations,  servants  had  taken  a  new  date  from  that  pe- 
particularly  of  those,  in  whom  the  legislature,  riod,  and  if  from  thenceforward  their  conduct 
as  well  as  the  company,  have  placed  a  special  had  corresponded  with  the  views  of  the  legisla- 
confidoice  ;  judging  that  the  conduct  of  such  ture,  it  is  probable  that  a  review  of  the  trans- 
peraoos  is  not  only  most  important  in  itself,  actions  of  remoter  periods  would  not  have 
but  most  likely  to  influence  the  subordinate  been  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the  remem- 
ranks  of  the  service.    Your  committee  have  brance  of  them  would  have  been  gradually 
also  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  coiut  effaced,  and  finally  buried  in  oblivion.    But 
of  directors  on  all  those  instances  of  the  be-  the  reports  which  your  committee  have  alrea- 
haviowr  of  their  servants  that  seemed  to  de-  dy  made,  have  shown  the  house  that  from  the 
serve,  and  did  sometimes  attract,  their  imme-  year  1772,  when  those  proceedings  commenced 
diate  attention.     They  constantly  find  that  the  in  parliament,  on  which  the  act  of  the  fi>Ilow- 
Begligonee  of  the  coiut  of  directors  has  kept  ing  year  was  founded,  abuses  of  every  kind 
pace  with,  and  must  naturally  have  quickened,  have  prevailed  and  multiplied  in  Ben^  to  a 
the  growth  of  the  practices  which  they  have  degree  unknown  in  former  times,  and  are  per- 
coodemned.    Breach  of  duty  abroad  will  al-  fectly  sufficient  to  account  for  the  present  dis- 
ways  go  hand  in  hand  with  neglect  ofit  at  home,  tress  of  the  company's  affairs  both  at  home 
In  general,  the  court  of  directors,  though  suffi-  and  abroad.     The  affair  which  your  commit- 
cioitly  severe  in   censuring    offences,  and  tee  now  lays  before  the  house,  occupies  too 
sometimes  in  punishing  those  whom    they  large  a  space  in  the  company's  records,  and 
have  regarded  as  offenders  of  a  lower  rank,  ap-  is  of  too  much  importance  in  every  point  of 
pear  to  have  suffered  the  most  conspicuous,  view,  to  be  passed  over, 
and,  therefore,  the  most  dangerous,  examples  Your  committee  find  that  in  March,  1775,  a 
of  disobedience  and  misconduct  in  the  first  petition  was  presented  to  the  govemour-gene- 
department  of  their  service,  to  pass  with  a  tsA  and  council  by  a  person  called  Coja  K!a- 
fed^e  and  ineffectual  condenmation.    In  those  worke,  an  Armenian  merchant  resident  at 
cases  which  they  have  deemed  too  apparent  Dacca,  (of  which  division  Mr.  Richard  Bar- 
and  too  strong  to  be  disregarded  even  with  well  had  lately  been  chief,)  setting  forth  in 
safety  to  themselves,  and  against  which  their  subsfance,  that  in  November,  1772,  the  peti- 
heaviest  displeasure  has  been  declared,  it  ap-  tioner  had  farmed  a  certain  salt  district  called 
pears  to  your  committee  tlut  their  interfer-  Savage-poor,  and  had  entered  into  a  contract 
CDoe,  sndi  as  it  was,  had  amisdiievous,  rath-  with  the  committee  of  circuit  for  providing 
vtfcttaoMfiilteiidMK^.    A  total  neglect  of  and  delivering  to  the  India  company  tho  nit 
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produced  in  that  district  :  that  in  1773  he  to  the  board,  dated  2Sd  and  24th  of  March, 
farmed  another  called  Selimabad  on  similar  1775.     The  answer  is  remarkable.     He  as- 
conditions :  he  alleges,  that  in  February,  1774,  serts,  that "  the  whole  of  Kaworke*8  relation 
when  Mr.  Barwell  arrived  at  Dacca,  he  charg-  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  ftcts ;  that 
ed  the  petitioner  with  125,500  rupees  (equal  the  simple  fact  was,  that  in  January,  1774,  the 
to  13,000/.)  as  a  contribution  ;  and,  in  order  salt  mahls  of  Savage-poor  and  Selimabad  be- 
lo  levy  it,  did  the  same  year  deduct  20,799  ru-  came  hiSf  and  were  re-let  by  Aim  to  this  maa, 
pees  from  the  amount  of  the  advanct-numej/f  in  the  names  of  Bussant  Roy  and  Kissen  Deb, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  petition-  on  condition  that  he  should  account  with  him 
er,  on  account  of  the  India  company,  for  the  {3lr.  Banoett)  for  profits  to  a  certain  sum ; 
provision  of  salt  in  the  two  farms ;  and,  after  and  that  he  {Mr.  BanoeU)  engaged  for  Savage- 
doing  so,  compelled  the  petitioner  to  execute  poor,  in  the  persuarion  of  U»  bang  averypro' 
and  give  him  four  different  bonds  for  77,627  jfUablefarm ;"  and  he  concludes  with  saying, 
rupees,  in  the  name  of  one  Porran  Paul,  for  "  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  reascming,  and  Me 
the  remainder  of  such  contribution  or  unjust  unsh  to  add  to  my  Jortune  has  warped  mf 
profit.  judgment ,  in  a  transact icm  that  may  appear 

Such  were  the  allegations  of  the  petition  to  the  boutl  in  a  light  different  to  wluit  I  view 

relative  to  the  unjust  exaction.     The  harsh  it  in,  it  is  past ;  I  cannot  recall  it ;  and  I 

means  of  compelling  the  pa3rment  make  anoth-  rather  choose  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a 

er  and  very  material  part ;  for  the  petitioner  fikct.**    In  his  second  letter  he  says,  "  To  the 

asserts,  that  in  order  to  recover  the  amount  of  honourable  court  of  directors  I  will  submit 

these  bonds,  guards  were  placed  over  him,  and  all  my  rights  in  the  salt  contracts  I  engaged 

that  Mr.  Barwell,  by  ill  usage  and  oppres-  in ;  and  if,  in  their  opinion,  those  right:*  vest 

sions,  recovered  from  him,  at  different  times,  in  the  company,  I  will  account  to  them  for  the 

48,656  Arcot  rupees,  besides  283  rupees  ex-  last  shilling  1  Imve  received  firom  such  oaa- 

torted  by  the  guard ; — that,  afler  this  pa3rment  tracts,  my  intentions  being  upright ;  and,  as 

two  of  the  bonds,  containing  36,313  rupees,  I  never  did  wish  to  profit  myself  to  the  pre- 

were  restored  to  him,  and  he  was  again  com-  judice  of  my  employers,  by  their  judgment  I 

mitted  to  the  charge  of  four  Peons  (or  guards)  will  be  implicitly  directed." 

to  pay  the  amount  of  the  remaining  two  bonds.  The  majority  of  the  board  desired  that 

The  petition  further  charges,  that  the  said  Kaworke's  petition  should  be  transmitted  to 

gentlemen  and  his  people  had  also  extorted  England  by  the  ship  then  tinder  despatch ;  and 

from  the  petitioner  other  sums  of  money,  it  was  accordingly  sent,  with  Mr.  Harwell's 

which,  taken  together,  amounted  to  25,000  replies.    Mr.  Barwell  moved  that  a  committee 

rupees.  should  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 

But  the  heaviest  grievance  alleged  by  him  what  he  had  to  offer  on  the  subject  of  Kawor- 

is,  that  afler  the  sums  of  money  had  been  ex-  ke*s  petition  and  a  committee  was  accordingly 

torted  on  account  of  the  farms,  the  &ith  usual  appointed,  consisting  of  all  the  members  of  the 

in  such  transactions  is  allowed  not  to  have  council,  except  tlie  governour-general. 

been  kept ;  but,  after  the  petitioner  had  been  The  committee  opened  their  proceedings 

obliged  to  buy  or  compound  for  the  farms,  that  with  reading  a  second  petition  from  Kaworke, 

diey  were  taken  fi*om  him  ;^"  that  the  said  containing  corrected  accounts  of  cash,  said  to 

Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  about  his  departure  be  forcibly  taken,  and  of  the  extraordinary  and 

trorn  E>acca,  in  October,  1774,  for  self-interest,  unwarrantable  profits  taken  or  received  fi^m 

wrested  from  the  petitioner  the  aforesaid  two  him  by  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire ;  all  which 

mahls  or  destricts,  and  farmed  them  to  anoth-  are  inserted  at  large  in  the  appmdiz.     By 

er  person,  notwithstanding  he  had  extorted  these  accounts  Mr.  Barwell  is  charged  with  a 

ftom  the  petitioner  a  considerable  sum  of  balance,  or  debt,  of  22,421  rupees  to  Kaworke. 

money  on  account  of  those  Pergunnahs."  The  principal  difference  between  him  and  Mr. 

To  this  petition  your  committee  find  two  Barwell  arises  fi-om  a  different  mode  of  stat- 

aocounts  annexed,  in  which  the  sums  said  to  ing  the  accounts  acknowledged  to  exist  be- 

be  paid  to  or  taken  by  Mr.  Barwell,  and  the  tween  them.     In  the  account  current,  signed 

respective  dates  of  the  several  payments,  are  by  Mr.  Barwell,  he  gives  Kaworke  credit  for 

specified  ;  and  they  find  that  the  account  of  for  the  receipt  of  98,426  rupees,  and  charges 

particulars  agrees  with  and  makes  up  the  gross  him  with  a  balance  of  27,078  rupees, 

sum  charged  in  the  petition.  The  facts  stated,  or  admitted  by  Mr.  Bar^ 

Mr.  Barweirs  immediate  answer  to  the  well,  are  as  follows :  that  the  salt  farms  of 

precedhg  charge  is  oontahied  in  two  letters  Selimabad  and  Sarage-poor  were  Ms,  sad  f»- 
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let  by  him  to  the  two  Annenian  merchantSi  at  least  the  accuser  should  have  be«a  pushed 
Mk^ael  and  Kaworke,  on  condition  of  their  to  the  proof  of  them.    Nothing  of  this  kind 
paying   him   125,000  rupees,    exclusive    of  appears  to  have  been  done,  or  even  attempted, 
dieir  engagements  to  the  company ;  that  the  The  transaction  itself,  as  it  stands,  is  clear- 
engagement  was  written  in  the  name  of  But-  ly  collusive  ;  the  form  in  which  it  is  conduct- 
Mnl  Roy  and  JKssen  Deb  Sing :  and  Mr.  ed  is  clandestine  and  mysterious  in  an  eztra- 
Barwell  says,  that  the  reason  of  its  being  "  in  ordinary  degree ;  and  the  acknowledged  object 
diese  people's  names  was,  because  t^  was  not  of  it  a  great  illicit  profit,  to  be  gained  by  an 
Aought  amnstent  with  the  pubHc  regulations  agent  and  trustee  of  the  company  at  the  ez- 
tkat  the  names  of  anjf  Evropeanshould  appear  J*  pense  of  his  employers,  and  of  which  he  con- 
It  is  remarkable  that  this  policy  was  carried  fesses  he  has  received  a  considerable  part, 
to  a  still  greater  length :  means  were  used  to  The  committee  of  the  govemour-general 
remove  such  an  obnoxious  proceeding  as  far  as  and  council  appear  to  have  closed  their  pro- 
possible  from  the  public  eye ;  and  they  were  ceedings  with  several  resolutions,  which,  with 
nicfa  as  will  strcmgly  impress  the  house  with  the  answers  given  by  Mr,  Barwell  as  a  de- 
the&cili^  of  abiMo,  and  the  extreme  difficul-  fence,  are  inserted   in   the  appendix.     The 
^  of  detec^on  in  every  thing  which  relates  to  whole  are  referred  thither  together,  on  account 
the  Indian  administration.    For  these  substi-  of  the  ample  extent  of  the  answer.     These 
toted  persons  were  again  represented  by  the  papers  will  be  found  to  throw  considerable 
farther  subetitutioa  of  another  name,  viz.  light,  not  only  on  the  points  in  question,  but 
Rada  Chum  Dey^  whcHuMr.  Barwell  asserts  on  the  general  administration  of  the  compa- 
to  be  a  real  person  living  at  Dacca,  and  who  ny's  revenues  in  Bengal.     On  some  passages 
stood  for  the  factory  of  Dacca  ;  whereas  the  in  Mr.  Barwell's  defence,  or  account  of  his 
Armenian  affirms,  tlut  there  was  no  such  conduct,  your  committee  offer  the  following 
person  as  Rada  Ckwm,  and  that  it  was  a  fie-  remarks  to  the  judgment  of  the  house  : — 
titiousname.  In  his  letter  of  the  23d  March,  1775,  he 
Mr.  Barwell,  in  his  justification,  proceeds  says,  that  he  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the 
to  affirm,  that  Coja  Elaworke  never  had  the  persuasion  of  its  being  a  very  prqfitabU  farm, 
management  of  the  salt  mahls,  "  biU  on  eon-  In  this  place  your  committee  think  it  proper 
ditiomof  accounting  to  the  forma-  chief  and  to  to  state  the  17th  article  of  the  regulations  of 
Mr.  Barwdlfor  a  specified  advantage  arising  the  committee  of  circuit,  formed  in  May,  1 772, 
from  tAem— that  Mr.   Barwell  determined,  by  the  president  and  council,  of  which  Mr. 
tnduut  he  could  recondle  the  interests  of  the  Barwell  was  a  member,  together  with  their 
pvMtc  with  his  own  private  emolumentSy  that  he  own  observations  thereupon, 
would  not  engage  in  this  concern ;  and  that,  17th.  "  That  no  Peshcar,  Banyan,  or  other 
when  be  took  an  interest  in  it,  it  was  for  spe^  servant,   of  whatever  denomination,   of  the 
e{/ted  beu^  in  moneys  and  every  condition  in  collector,  or  relation  or  dependent  of  any  such 
the  public  engagement  to  be  answered."  servant,  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  direct- 
Tour  committee  have  stated  the  preceding  ly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm, 
&cts  in  the  same  terms  in  which  they  are  Stat-  nor  to  be  security  for  any  farmer;  that  the 
ed  by  Mr.  Barwell.     The  house  is  to  judge  collector  be  strictly  enjoined  to  prevent  such 
how  &r  they  amount  to  a  def<mce  against  the  practices ;    and  that,  if  it  shall  be  discovered 
charges  contained  in  Kaworke*s  petition,  or  to  that  any  one,  under  a  false  namey  or  any  kind 
an  atffanission  of  the  truth  of  the  principal  of  collusion^  hath  found  means  to  evade  this 
part  of  it.     Mr.  Barwell  does  not  allow  Uiat  order,  he  shall  be  subject  to  an  heavy  fine,  pro- 
compulsion  was  used  to  extort  the  money  portionate  to  the  amount  of  the  farm,  and  the 
which  be  received  from  the  petitioner,  or  that  farm  shall  be  re-let,  or  made  Khas :  and  if  it 
the  latter  was  dispossessed  of  the  farms  in  shall  appear  that  the  collector  shall  have  coun- 
oooaequence  of  an  offer  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  tenanced,  approved,  or  connived  at  a  breach 
by  another  person  {Ramsunder  PauUt)   to  of  this  regulation,  he  shall  stand  ipso  facto 
pay  him  a  Isuck  of  rupees  more  for  it.    The  dismissed  from   his  coUectorship.    Neither 
truth  of  fikess  diarges  has  not  been  ascertained.  _  shall  any  European,  directly  or  indirectly,  be 
They  were  declared  l^  Mr.  Barwell  to  be  permitted  to  rent  lands  in  any  part  of  the 
&lse ;  but  no  attempt  was  made  by  him  to  in-  country." 

validate  or  confute  them,  though  it  concern-  i>.^«.i.  i^.  *il.  n.^^ 

ed  his  reputation,  and  it  was  his  duty  in  the  ^"^'^  ^  ^  ^'*^^' 

•tatieii  wherein  he  was  placed,  that  charges  17th.  "  If  the  collector,  or  any  persons  who 

of  «wk  a  Batnre  shonki  have  been  disapproved,  partake  of  his  authority,  are  permitted  to  be 
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the  fiumen  of  the  country,  no  other  persons  preceded  Mr.  Barwell  in   the  chiefihip  oT 

will  dare  to  be  their  competitors,  of  course  Dacca,  in  a  letter  dated  29th  of  April,  1775, 

they  will  obtain  the  farms  on  their  own  terms,  declares  that  he  paid  to  the  committee  of  cir- 

It  iM  not  Jit  that  the  teroanta  of  the  company  cuit  12,000  rupees  as  their  profit  on  a  single 

ehould  be  dealers  toith  their  masters.     The  nit  farm ;  which  sum,  he  sajrs,  **  1  paid  the 

collectors  are  checks  on  the  fiurmers.     If  they  committee  at  their  request,  before  liieird^ 

themselves  turn  fiurmers,  what  checks  can  be  parture  from  Dacca,  aiid  reimbursed  myself 

found  for  them?    What  security  will  the  out  of  <^  advances  directed  to  be  is^ed  for 

company  have  for  their  property,  or  where  the  provision  of  the  salt.     Tbas  <»ie  illicit 

are  the  Ryots  to  lo(^  for  relief  against  op-  and  mischievous  transaction  always  leads  to 

pressions  T*  another ;  and  the  irregular  farming  of  revenue 

The  reasons  assigned  fcnr  the  preceding  re-  brings  on  the  misapplication  of  the  conmier^ 

gulation  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  per-  cial  advances.*' 

wctly  just ;  but  they  can  by  no  means  be  re-         Mr.  Barwell  professes  himself  to  be  sensi* 

conciled  to  those  which  induced  Mr.  Barwell  ble,  "  that  a  wi^  to  add  to  his  fortune  may 

to  engage  in  the  salt  fiirms  of  Selimabad  and  possibly  fume  warped  his  judgment;  and  that 

Savage-poor.    In  the  first  place,  his  doing  so  he  rather  chooses  to  euimit  cm.  errour  than  deny 

is  at  length  a  direct  and  avowed,  though  at  a  fact?^    But  your  committee  are  of  opinion 

first  a  covert  violation  of  the  public  regula-  tfiat  the  extraordinary  caution,  and  the  intri- 

tion,  to  which  he  was  himself  a  party,  as  cate  contrivances  with  which  his  share  in  this 

a  member  of  the  government,  as  well  as  an  transaction  is  wrapped  up,  form  a  sufficient 

act  of  disobedience  to  the  company's  positive  proof  that  he  was  not  altogether  misled  in  his 

orders  on  this  subject.     In  their  general  letter  judgment ;  and  though  there  might  be  some 

of  the  17th  of  May,  1766,  the  court  of  direo-  merit  in  acknowledging  an  error  before  it  was 

tors  say,  "  We  positively  order,  that  no  cove-  discovered,  there  could  be  very  little  in  a  con- 

nantod  servant,  or  Englishman,  residing^  un-  fession  produced  by  previous  detection. 

der  our  protection,  shall  be  suffered  to  hold         The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Barwell  in 

any  land  for  his  own  account,  directly  or  in-  defence  of  the  clandestine  part  of  this  trans- 

directly ,  in  bis  own  name  or  that  of  others,  or  action,  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  insuffi- 

to  be  concerned  in  any  farms  or  revenues  cient  in  themselves,  and  not  ^eity  fit  to  be 

whatsoever.''  urged  by  a  man  in  his  station.     In  one  place 

Seocxidly.  If,  instead  of  letting  the  com-  he  says,  that  "  it  toas  not  thought  consistent 

pany's  lands  or  forms  to  indifferent  persons,  toUh  the  pubUc  regukUions  that  the  names  of 

their  agent  or  trustee  be  at  liberty  to  hold  any  Europeans  should  appear.''^     In  another, 

them  himself,  he  will  always  (on  principles  he  says,  "  I  am  aware  of  the  objection  that 

stated  and  adhered  to  in  the  defence)  have  a  has  been  made  to  the  English  taking  farms 

sufficient  reason  for  forming  them  on  his  own  under  the  names  of  the  natives,  as  prohibited 

account,  since  he  can  at  all  times  make  them  by  the  company*s  orders ;  and  I  must  deviate 

as  profitable  as  he  pleases  ;  or,  if  he  leases  a  little  upon  this.     It  has  been  generally  un- 

them  to  a  third  person,  yet  reserves  an  inter-  derstood  that  the  scope  and  tendency  of  the 

mediate  profit  for  himself,  that  profit  may  be  honourable  company's  prohibition  of  farms  to 

as  great  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  must  be  neces-  Europeans  was  meant  only  to  exclude  such 

sarily  made  at  the  company's  expense.    If,  at  as  could  not  possibly,  in  their  own  persons, 

the  same  time,  he  be  collector  of  the  reve-  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dewanny 

Duas,  it  will  be  his  interest  to  recommend  re-  courts  of  Adawlet ;  because,  upon  any  foilure 

missions  in  favour  of  the  nominal  farmer,  and  of  engagements,  upon  any  complaint  of  unjust 

be  will  have  it  his  power  to  sink  the  amount  oppression,  or  other  cause  of  discontent  what- 

oT  his  collections.  ever,  it  was  supposed  an  European  might 

These  prmciples,  and  the  correspondent  screen  himself  from  the  process  of  the  country 

practices,  leave  the  India  company  without  judicature.     But  it  was  never  supposed  that 

gny  security  that  all  the  leases  of  the  lands  pf  an  Etiropean  of  credit  and  responsibility  was 

Bengal  may  not  have  been  disposed  of  under  absolutely  incapable    from    holding  certain 

that  administration,    which    made  the  five  tenures  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of 

years'  settlement  in  1772,  in  the  same  man-  the  country  laws,  or  fi-om  becoming  secivity 

oer,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  for  such  native  formers,  contractors,  &c.  &c. 

To  enable  the  house  to  judge  how  far  this  as  he  might  protect  and  employ." 
apprehension  may  be  founded,  it  will  be  pro-        Your  committee  have  opposed  this  coo- 
per to  state,  that  Mr.  Nicholas  Grueber,  who  stmction  of  Mr.  BarweU's  to  the  positive  or- 
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itf,  wiiich  the  conduct  it  is  meant  to  colour,  '<  Some  of  the  caaeSj^  thej  say,  are  so  Jlom 

hu  nolated.     "  Europeans  of  credit  and  re-  grantly  corrupt,  and  otherB  attended  vjxth  dr^ 

spoQsibility,''  that  is,  Europeans  armed  with  cumstances  8o  oppressive  to  tke  inhabitants,  that 

wetlth  and  power,  and  exercising  offices  of  it  tootUd  be  unjust  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to 

aotbority  and  trust,  instead  of  being  excepted  go  unpunished."    With  this  observation  their 

(ma  the  spirit  of  the  restriction,  must  be  sup-  proceedings  appear  to  have  ended,  and  paused 

posed  the  persons  who  are  chiefly  meant  to  be  for  more  than  a  year. 

comprehended  in  it;  for,  abstract  the  idea  of        On  the  4th  of  March,  1778,  the  directors  ap- 

iD  European  from  the  ideas  of  power  and  in-  pear  to  have  resumed  the  subject.    In  their  let- 

floeooe,  and  the  restriction  is  no  l<mger  ra-  ter  of  that  date,  they  instructed  the  govemour 

tionaL  and  council  forthwith  to  commence  a  proseco- 

Tour  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  tion  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  against 

that  the  nature  of  the  evil,  which  was  meant  the  persona  who  composed  the  committee  of 

to  be  prevented  by  the  above  orders  and  regu-  circuit,  or  their  representatives,    and  also 

btions,  was  not  altered,  or  the  evil  itself  di-  against  Mr.  Barwell,  in  order  to  recover,  for 

minished,  by  the  collusive  methods  made  use  the  use  of  the  company,  the  amount  of  all  ad- 

of  to  evade  them ;  and  that,  if  the  regulations  vantages  acquired  by  them  from  their  several 

were  proper,  (as  they  unquestionably  were,)  engagements  in  salt    contracts  and  farms. 

^uj  oQ^t  to  have  been  punctually  complied  Adverting  however  to  the  declaration  made 

with;  particularly  by  the  members  of  the  go-  by  Mr.  Barwell,  that  he  would  account  to 

verament  woho  formed  the  plan,  and  who,  as  the  court  of  directors  for  the  last  shilling  he 

trustees  of  the  company,  were  especially  an-  had  received,  and  abide  implicitly  by  their 

swerable  for  their  being  duly  carried  into  exe-  judgment,  they  thought  it  probable  that  on 

cution.     Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  being  acquainted  with  their  peremptory  orders 

believe  that  it  could  ever  have  been  generally  for  commencing  a  prosecution,  he  might  be 

understood  **  that  the  company's  prohibition  desirous  of  paying  his  share  of  profits  into  the 

of  &rm8  to  Europeans  was  meant  only  to  ex-  company*s  treasury ;  and  they  pointed  out  a 

elude  sudi  as  could  not  possibly,  in  their  own  precaution  to  be  used  in  accepting  such  a 

persons,  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tender  on  his  part. 

Dewanny  courts  ;** — ^no  such  restriction  is  so        On  this  part  of  the  transaction  your  corn- 
much  as  hinted  at.    And,  if  it  had  been  so  mittee  observe,  that  the  court  of  directors  ap- 
understood,  Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of  the  per^  pear  blameable  in  having  delayed  till  Februa- 
soDB  who,  from  their  rank,  station,  and  influ-  ry,  1777,  to  take  any  measure  in  consequence 
enoe,  must  have  been  the  principal  objects  of  of  advices  so  interesting  and  important,  and 
the  prc^ibition.    Since  the  establishment  of  on  a  matter,  concerning  which  they  had  made 
the  company's  influence  in  Bengal,  no  Euro-  so  strong  a  declaration ;   considering  that, 
peans,  of  any  rank  whatever,  have  been  sub-  early  in  April,  1776,  they  say  "  they  had  in- 
ject to  the  process  of  the  country  judicature ;  vestigated  the  charges,  and  had  then  come  to 
and  whether  they  act  avowedly  for  themselves  certain  resolutions  concerning  them."    But 
and  take  farms  in  their  own  name,  or  substi-  their  delaying  to  send  out  positive  orders  for 
tute  native  Indians  to  act  for  them,  the  differ-  commencing  a  prosecution  against  the  parties 
ence  is  not  material.     The  same  influence  concerned,  till  March,  1778,  cannot  be  ac- 
that  screened  an  European  from  the  jurisdic-  counted  for.  In  the  former  letter  they  promise, 
tion  of  the  country  courts,  would  have  equally  if  they  should  find  it  necessary,  to  return  the 
protected  his  native  agent  and  representative,  original  covenants  of  such  of  their  servants  as 
For  many  years  past  the  company's  servants  had  been  any  ways  concerned  in  the  undue 
have  ^tended  in  those  courts,  and,  in  com-  receipt  of  money,  in  order  to  enable  the  gover- 
parison  with  their  authority,  the  native  autho-  nour-general  and  council  to  recover  the  same 
rity  is  nothing.  by  suits  in  the  supreme  court.     But  your 
The  earliest  instructions,  that  appear  to  committee  do  not  find  that  the  covenants  were 
have  been  given  by  the  court  of  directors-,  in  ever  transmitted  to  Bengal.     To  whatever 
consequence  of  these  transactions  in  Bengal,  cai|?e  these  instances  of  neglect  and  delay 
are  dated  the  5th  of  February,  1777.     In  their  maybe  attributed,   they  could  not  foil  to 
letter  of  that  date  they  applaud  the  proceed-  create  an  opinion  in  Bengal,  that  the  court  of 
ingsoftheboard,  meaning  the  majority,  (then  directors  were  not  heartily  intent  upon  the 
eoDsisting  of  General    Clavering,   Colonel  execution  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  dis- 
Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis)  as  highly  merito-  courage  those  members  of  government,  who 
rioMS^  Slid  promiae  them  their  ^ShneK  wippoH,  were  disposed  to  undertake  so  invidious  a  duty. 
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In  conteqaeiiee  of  these  delays,  eren  their  aetuaUy  carrying  on  agaaut  him  hy  cur  homd 
first  orders  did  not  arrive  in  Bengal  until  of  trade,  he  is,  during  such  prosecution  at 
some  time  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Monson,  least,  an  improper  person  to  bold  a  seat  ai 
when  the  whole  power  of  the  board  had  de-  that  board;  and  therefore  we  direct  that  bs 
▼olved  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell.  be  suspended  from  the  company's  senrice  on- 
When  they  sent  what  they  call  their  pomtivo  til  our  further  pleasure  concerning  him  be 
ordera  in  March,  1778,  they  had  long  been  ap-  known.*'  The  principle  laid  down  in  this  in- 
prized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Monson,  and  struction,  even  before  their  own  opinion  con- 
must  have  been  perfectly  certain  of  the  effect  coming  Mr.  Barton's  case  was  declared,  and 
which  that  event  would  have  oa  the  subse-  merely  on  the  prosecution  of  others,  serves  to 
quent  measures  and  proceedings  of  the  gover-  render  their  conduct  not  very  accountable  in 
nour-general  and  council.  Their  opinion  o(  the  case  of  Mr.  Barwell.  Mr.  Barton  was  in 
the  principles  of  those  gentlemen  appears  in  a  subordinate  situation,  and  his  remaining  or 
their  letter  of  the  28th  of  November,  1777,  not  remaining  in  it  was  of  little  or  no  moment 
wherein  they  say,  *'  they  cannot  but  express  to  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Barton  was  but  oos 
their  concern,  that  the  power  of  granting  away  of  seven;  whereas  Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of 
their  property  in  perpetuity  should  have  d&>  four,  and,  with  the  govemour-general,  was  in 
Tolved  upon  such  persons."  effect  the  supreme  council. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors  In  the  present  state  of  power  and  patronage 

appears  to  be  open  to  objections  of  a  nature  in  India,  and  during  the  relations  which  are 

still  more  serious  and  important.    A  recovery  permitted  to  subsist  between  the  judges,  the 

of  the  amount  of  Mr.  Barwell's  profits  seems  prosecuting  officers,  and  the  council-general, 

to  be  the  only  purpose,  which  they  even  pro-  your  committee  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 

fessed  to  have  in  view.     But  your  committee  mode  of  prosecuting  the  highest  members  in 

areof  opinion,  that  to  preserve  the  reputation  the  Bengal   government,  before  a  court  at 

and  dignity  of  the  government  of  Bengal  was  Calcutta,  could  have  been,  in  almost  any 

a  much  more  important  subject,  and  ought  to  case,  advisable. 

have  been  their  first  consideration.  The  It  is  possible  that  particular  persons,  in 
prosecution  was  not  the  pursuit  of  mean  and  high  judicial  and  political  situations  may,  by 
subordinate  persons,  who  might,  with  safety  force  of  an  unusual  strain  of  virtue,  be  placed 
to  the  public  interest,  remain  in  their  seats  &r  above  the  influence  of  those  circumstances, 
during  sudi  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct.  It  which  in  ordinary  cases  are  known  to  make 
appears  very  doub^ul  whether,  if  there  were  an  impression  on  the  human  mind.  But  your 
grounds  for  such  a  prosecution,  a  proceeding  committee,  sensible  that  laws  and  public  pro- 
in  Great  Britain  were  not  more  politic  than  ceedings  ought  to  be  made  for  general  situa* 
one  in  Bengal.  Such  a  prosecution  ought  not  tions,  and  not  for  personal  dispositions,  are 
to  have  been  ordered  by  the  directors  but  upon  not  inclined  to  have  any  ccmfidence  in  the 
grounds  that  would  have  fully  authorized  the  effect  of  criminal  proceedings  where  no  means 
recall  of  the  gentleman  in  question.  This  are  provided  for  preventing  a  mutual  con- 
prosecution,  supposing  it  to  have  been  serious-  nection,  by  dependencies,  agencies  and  em- 
ly  undertaken,  and  to  have  succeeded,  must  ployments,  between  the  parties  who  are  to 
have  tended  to  weaken  the  government,  and  to  prosecute  and  to  judge,  and  those  who  are  to 
degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of  all  India.  On  the  be  prosecuted  and  to  be  tried, 
other  hand,  to  entrust  a  man,  armed  as  he  was  Your  committee,  in  a  former  report,  have 
with  all  the  powers  of  his  station,  and  indeed  stated  the  consequences  which  they  appre- 
of  the  government,  with  the  conduct  <^a  pro-  bended  firom  the  dependency  of  the  judges  on 
seeution  against  himself,  was  altogether  in-  the  govemour-general  and  council  of  Bengal ; 
consistent  and  absurd.  The  same  letter,  in  and  the  house  has  entered  into  their  ideas 
which  they  give  these  orders,  exhibits  an  ex-  upon  this  subject.  Since  that  time  it  appears 
ample,  which  sets  the  inconsistency  of  their  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has  accepted  of  the 
conduct  in  a  stronger  light,  because  the  case  guardianship  of  Mr.  Barwell's  children,  and 
is  somewhat  of  a  similar  nature,  but  infinitely  was  the  trustee  for  his  affairs.  There  is  no 
less  pressing  in  its  circumstances.  Observ-  law  to  prevent  this  sort  of  connection ;  and  it 
ing  that  the  board  of  trade  had  commenced  a  is  possible  that  it  might  not  at  all  affect  the 
prosecution  against  Mr.  William  Barton,  a  mind  of  that  judge,  or  (upon  his  account)  in- 
member  of  that  board,  for  various  acts  of  directly  influence  the  conduct  of  his  brethren  ; 
peculation  committed  by  him,  they  say,  "  We  but  it  must  forcibly  affect  the  minds  of  those 
mnst  be  of  opinion  tluit  aa  prooeouHeM  art  who  have  matter  of  complaint  against  fovem- 
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— f,  and  fHMM  cmim  the  court  of  direclort  his  ikiinute  of  that  date,  he  nijg  '*  CW  A§ 

appear  to  espoase,  in  a  country  where  the  an-  ttate  of  tda  heaith  had  hmg  tinee  rendered  it 

tfaoritj  <^  the  court  of  directors  has  seldom  necea$aryfor  him  to  return  to  Europe.** 

been  eierted,  but  to  be  despised ;  where  the  Your  committee  observe,  that  he  ccmtinued 

operation  of  laws  is  but  very  imperfectly  un-  in  Bengal  another  year.     He  says,  "  that  be 

derstood ;  but  where  men  are  acute,  saga-  had  hitherto  waited  for  the  arrival  of  Sir  John 

doui,  and  even  suspicious  <^  the  effect  of  Day,  the  company's  advocate ;  but  as  the  sea* 

tU  personal  connections.     Their  suspicions,  son  was  now  far  advanced,  he  wished  to  bring 

dnogh  perhaps  not  rightly  applied  to  every  the  trial  speedily  to  issue.'* 

iadindttal,  will  induce  them  to  take  indica-  In  this  minute  he  retracts  his  original  en- 

tions  from  the  situations  and  ccMmections  of  gagement  to  submit  himself  to  the  judgment 

the  prosecuting  parties,  as  well  as  of  the  of  the  court  of  directors,  "and  to  account  to 

judges.    It  cannot  fail  to  be  observed,  that  them  for  the  last  shilling  he  had  received." 

Mr.  Naylor,  the  company's  attorney,  lived  in  He  says,  "  that  no  merit  had  been  given  him 

Mr.  Barwell^  house ;  the  late  Mr.  Bogle,  the  for  the  offer ;  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advan- 

compaay's  commissioner  of  law  suits,  owed  tage  had  been  attempted  to  be  made  of  it,  by 

his  place  to  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings  first  declining  it  and  detcending  to  a6t(se,  and 

ud  Mr.  Barwell,  by  whom  the  office  was  then  giving  orders  upon  it,  as  if  it  had  been 

created  for  him ;  and  Sir  John  Day,  the  com-  rejected,  when  called   upon   by  him  in  tba 

pany's  advocate,  who  arrived  in  Bengal  in  person  of  his  agent,  to  bring  home  the  charga 

February,  1779,  bad  not  been  four  months  in.  of  delinquency." 

Cakotta,  when  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Barwell's  reflections  on  the  proceed- 

lod  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  doubled  his  salary,  con-  ings  of  the  court  of  directors  are  not  altogeth- 

trary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr«  er  clearly  expressed ;  nor  does  it  appear  dis- 

Wheler.  tinctly  to  what  fticts  he  alludes.    He  asserts 

If  the  directors  are  known  to  devolve  the  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  been 
whole  cognizance  of  the  offences  charged  on  attempted  to  be  made  of  his  offer.     The  fact 
tbeir  servants,  so  highly  situated,  upon  the  is,  the  court  of  directors  have  no  where  de» 
nipreme  court,  an  excuse  will  be  furnished,  if  clined  accepting  it ;  bn  the  contrary,  they  cau> 
already  it  has  not  been  fiimished,  to  the  direo-  tion  the  govemour-general  and  council  about 
ton  for  declining  the  use  of  their  own  proper  the  manner  of  receiving  the  tender  of  the  mo* 
political  power  and  authority  in  examining  ney,  which  they  expect  him  to  make.     They 
into,  and  animadverting  on  the  conduct  of  say  nothing  of  any  call  made  on  them  by  Mr. 
tbeir  servants.     Their  true  character  as  strict  Harwell's  agent  in  England ;  nor  does  it  ap- 
ottsters  and  vigilant  govemours  will  merge  in  pear  to  your  committee  that  they  "  have  de- 
tbat  of  prosecutors.     Their  force  and  energy  scended  to  abuse.''    They  have  a  right,  and 
^U  evaporate  in  tedious  and  intricate  pro-  it  is  their  duty,  to  express  in  distinct  and  ap- 
cesRcs ;  in  law  suits  which  can  never  end,  propriate  terms  their  sense  of  all  blameable 
and  which  are  to  be  carried  on  by  the  very  conduct  in  their  servants, 
dependants  of  those  who  are  under  prosecu-  So  &r  as  may  be  collected  fi'om  the  evidence 
tion.    On  their  part,  these  servants  will  de-  of  the  company's  records,  Mr.  Barwell's  as- 
cline  giving  satisfaction  to  their  masters,  be-  serticms  do  not  appear  well  supported ;  but 
cause  they  are  already  before  another  tribu-  even  if  they  were  more  plausible,  your  com- 
oal ;  and  thus,  by  shifling  responsibility  from  mittee  apprehend,  that  he  couM  not  be  dis- 
band to  hand,  a  confederacy  to  defeat  the  charged  from  his  solemn  recorded  promise  to 
whole  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  remove  all  abide  by  the  jtxlgment  of  the  court  of  directors, 
real  restraints  on  their  actions,  may  be,  in  Their  judgment  was  declared  by  their  resolu- 
time,  formed  between  the  servants,  directors,  tion  to  prosecute,  which  it  depended  upon 
prosecutors,  and  court.    Of  this  great  danger,  himself  to  satisfy  by  making  good  his  engage- 
your  committee  will  take  further  notice  in  ment.    To  excuse  his  not  complying  wiUi  the 
another  place.  company's  claims  he  says,  "  that  hie  eompU* 

No  notice  whatever  appears  to  have  been  once  vxntld  be  urged  a*  a  eonfemon  of  deUn* 

taken  of  the  company's  orders  in  Bengal  till  queruyf  and  to  proceed  from  conviction  of  hi$ 

the  11th  of  January,  1779,  when  Mr.  E^irwell  having  ueurped  on  the  righte  of  the  eotnpany,* 

moiwedt  OuU  the  claim  made  upon  him  6y  the  Considerations  of  this  nature  might  prc^rly 

court  if  diredore  ehoutd  be  eubmitud  to  the  have  induced  Mr.  Barwell  to  stand  upon  htt 

co9ipamjf*M  knojfert,  and  that  they  ahould  be  right  in  the  first  instance,  **  and  to  appeiU  (to 

firfeeAifimatruoted  taprotocmU  Mptnit,    In  a8ehiiowiiwords)lo(A«&nM^toeoiiii<iy,jii 
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order  to  vindieaUkUfame,^    But  his  perform-  they  have  iinpris<Mied  the  failing  con^ 

ance  could  not  have  more  weight  to  infer  de-  in  their  own  houses ;  a  severity  which  i 

linquency  than  his  promise.     Your  commit-  no  useful  purpose.     Such  persons  are 

tee  think  his  observation  comes  too  late.  ny  hands  detached  from  the  improvemi 

If  he  had  stood  a  trial  when  he  first  ac-  added  to  the  burthen  of  the  country, 

knowledged  the  ^ts,  and  submitted  himself  are  persons  of  skill  drawn  from  the 

to  the  judgment  o(  the  court  of  directors,  the  supply  of  that  monopoly)  in  &vour  o 

suit  would  have  been  carried  on  under  the  di-  they  are  prosecuted.     In  case  of  the  i 

rection  of  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mon-  the  debtor,  this  rigorous  demand  fill 

•on,  and  Mr.  Francis ;  whereas,  in  the  year  the  ruined  houses  of  widows   and  o 

1779,  his  influence  at  the  board  gave  him  the  and  may  be  easily  converted  into  s 

conduct  of  it  himself.    In  an  interval  of  four  either  of  cruel  oppression,  or  a  me 

years,  it  may  be  presumed  that  great  altera-  indulgence,  according  to  the  temper  of 

lions  might  have  happened  in  the  state  of  the  acters. 

evidence  against  him.  Instead  of  thus  having  recourse  to 

In  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  gov-  sonment,  the  old  balance  is  scnnetimes 

emour-general  and  council,  the  house  will  find  ed  from  the  current  produce.     This,  i 

that  Mr.  Barwell  complained  that  his  instan-  circumstances,  is  a  grievous  discouraj 

ces  for  carrying  on  the  prosecution  were  in«  People  must  be  discouraged  from  < 

effectual,  owing  to  the  legal  difficulties  and  into  a  business,  when,  the  commodil 

delays  urged  by  the  compam/*»  law  q/Jkere  ,*  fixed  to  one  invariable  standard,  and  < 

which  your  committee  do  not  find  have  yet  to  one  market,  the  best  success  can  bet 

been  removed.    As  far  as  the  latest  advices  only  with  a  limited  advantage,  whilst 

reach,  no  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  tive  produce  can  never  be  compensate 

in  the  business.    In  July,.  1782,  the  court  of  augumented  price.    Accordingly,  vor} 

directors  found  it  necessary  to  order  an  ao-  these  advances  has  been  recovered  ;  a 

count  of  all  suits  against  Europeans,  depend-  much  vexation  the  pursuit  has  general 

ing  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  to  be  abandoned.    It  is  plain  that  there  ca 

transmitted  to  them,  and  that  no  time  should  life  and  vigour  in  any  business  under  ) 

be  lost  in  bringing  them  to  a  determination,  poly  so  constituted ;  nor  can  the  true 

tive  resources  of  the  country,  in  so  1 

— — —  article  of  its  commerce,  ever  come  to 

known. 

SALTPSTRE.  The  supply  for  the  company's  den 

England  has  rarely  fallen  short  of  t^ 

The  next  article  of  direct  monopoly,  sub-  sand  tons,  nor  much  exceded  two  tl 

servient  to  the  company's  export,  is  saltpetre,  five  hundred.     A  discretionary  allov< 

This,  as  well  as  opium,  is  far  the  greater  part  this  commodity  has  been  made  to  the  '. 

the  produce  of  the  province  of  Bahar.     The  Dutch,  and  Danes,  who  purchase  their 

difference  between  the  management  and  desti- '  shares  at  some  small  advance  on  the  coi 

nation  of  the  two  articles  haa  been  this :  un-  price.     The  supply  destined  for  the '. 

til  the  year  1782,  the  opium  has  been  sold  in  market  is  proportioned  to  the  spare  U 

the  country,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  laid  and,  to  accommodate  that  tonnage,  t] 

out  in  country  merchandise  for  the  company's  petre  is  sometimes  sent  to  Madras,  an* 

export.    A  great  part  of  the  saltpetre  is  sent  times  even  to  Bombay ;  and  that  no 

out  in  kind,  and  never  has  contributed  to  the  quently  in  vessels  expressly  employed 

interior  circulation  and  commerce  of  Bengal,  purpose. 

It  is  managed  by  agency  on  the  company's  ac-  Mr.  Law,  chief  of  Patna,  being  ea 

count.    The  price  paid  to  the  manu&cturer  is  on  the  effect  of  that  monopoly,  delive 

invariable.    Some  of  the  larger  undertakers  opinion^  that,  with  regard  to  the  coi 

receive  advances  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  trade,  the  monopoly  was  advantageo* 

their  work ;  but  as  they  are  not  always  equal-  as  sovereigns  of  the  country  they  d 

ly  careful  or  fortunate,  it  happens  Uiat  large  losers  by  it.     These  two  capacities 

iMilances  accumulate  against  them.    Orders  company  are  found  in  perpetual  contra 

have  been  sent  from  Calcutta,  fix>m  time  to  But  much  doubt  may  arise  whether  thti 

time,  to  recover  their  balances,  with  little  or  poly  will  be  found  advantageous  to  tl 

no  success ;  but  with  great  vexation  to  all  pany,  either  in  the  one  capacity  or  thi 

ookweniad  in  the  manmtcture.    Sometimes  The  gross  commodity,  monopolized 
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Jiloniaiii  is  proeored  from  the  revenues  in  be  considered  as  a  fimdamcntal  principle  in 

BU|d;  the  certain  is  given  for  the  hazard-  sudi  a  system,  that  it  is  to  be  preserved  in 

f  9m,   The  loss  oT  interest  on  the  advances,  the  strictest  obedience  to  the  government  at 

■Mdmes  the  loss  of  the  principal ;  the  ex-  home.    Administration  in  India,  at  an  im- 

fOMs  of  carriage  from  Patna  to  Calcutta ;  mense  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  supreme 

As  various  loadings  and  unloadings,  and  in-  authority ;  entrusted  with  the  most  extensive 

■ranoe ;  (v^ch  though  borne  by  the  compa^-  powers ;  liable  to  the  greatest  temptations ; 

17,  is  still  insurance ; )  the  engagement  for  possessing  the  amplest  means  of  abuse ;  rul- 

Ik  ordnance,  limited  in  price,  and  irregular  ing  over  a  people  guarded  by  no  distinct  or 

ia  payment ;  the  charge  of  agency  and  man-  well-ascertained  privileges,  whose  language, 

agement  through  all  its  gradations  and  succes-  manners,  and  radical  prejudices,  render  not 

Mas ;  n^n  adl  these  are  taken  into  conside-  only  redress,  but  all  complaint  on  their  part, 

ntioc,  it  may  be  found,  that  the  gain  of  the  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty ;  sudi  an  ad- 

eompany,  as  traders,  will  be  far  from  compen-  ministration,  it  is  evident,  never  can  be  made 

■dng  their  loss  as  sovereigns.    A  body  like  subservient  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain, 

Ae  East-India  company  can  scarcely,  in  any  or  even  tolerable  to  the  natives,  but  by  the 

dremnstance,  hope  to  carry  on  the  details  of  strictest  rigour  in  exacting  obedience  to  the 

nch  a  business,  fit>m  its  commencement  to  commands  of  the  authority  lawfully  set  over  it. 

h  conclusicm,  with  any  degree  of  success.  But  your  committee  find,  that  this  princi- 

Ib  the  subjoined  estimate  of  profit  and  loss,  pie  has  been  for  some  years  very  little  attend* 

the  value  of  the  commodity  is  stated  at  its  in-  ed  to.    Before  the  passing  the  act  of  1773, 

T«oe  price  at  Calcutta.    But  this  .affords  no  the  professed  purpose  of  which  was  to  secure 

jvt  estimate  c€  the  whole  effect  of  a  dealing,  a  better  subordination  in  the  company's  ser- 

vfaere  the  company's  charge  commences  in  vants,  such  was  .the  firmness  with  which  the 

the  first  nidiments  of  the  manu&cture,  and  court  of  directors  maintained  their  authority. 

Dot  It  ffie  purchase  at  the  place  of  sale  and  that  they  displaced  govemour  Cartier,  confess- 

nluation  ;  for  they  may  be  heavy  losses  on  edly  a  meritorious  servant,  for  disobedience 

the  value  at  which  the  saltpetre  is  estimated,  ^  of  orders ;  although  his  case  was  not  a  ^reat 

when  shipped  off  fm  their  account,  without  deal  more  than  a  question  by  whom  the  orders 

any  i^)pearance  in  the  account ;  and  the  in-  were  to  be  obeyed.    Yet  the  directors  were 

qoiries  of  your  committee,  to  find  the  char-  so  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  a  punctual  and 

ges  on  the  saltpetre  previous  to  the  shipping,  literal  obedience,  that,  conceiving  their  orders 

hare  been  fruitless.  went  to  the  parties,  who  were  to  obey,  as 

well  as  to  the  act  to  be  done,  they  proceeded 

— i—  with  a  strictness,  that,  in  all  cases,  except 

that  of  their  peculiar  government,  might  well 

BUTISH  ooTSBirafKirT  iir  IHDIA.  be  considered  as  rigorous.    But  in  proportion 

as  the  necessity  of  enforcing  obedience  grew 

The  other  link  by  which  India  is  bound  to  stronger  and  more  urgent,  and  in  proportion 

Great  Kitain,  is  the  government  established  to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  objects 

there  originally  by  the  authority  of  the  East-  afiTected  by  disobedience,  this  rigour  has  been 

India  company,  and  afterwards  modified  by  relaxed.    Acts  of  disobedience,  have  not  on- 

parliament,  by  the  acts  of  I77S  and  1780.  1y  grown  frequent,  but  systematic;  and  they 

This  system  of  govenanent  appears  to  your  have  appeared  in  such  instances,  and  are  mani* 

committee  to  be  at  least  as  much  disordered,  fested  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  amount  in  the 

and  as  modi  perverted  firom  every  good  pur^  company's  servants,  to  little  less  than  abso- 

pose,  for  which  lawful  rule  is  established,  as  lute  independence ;  against  which,  on  the  part 

the  trading  system  has  been  from  every  just  of  the  directors,  there  is  no  struggle,  and  hard- 

princq>le  of  commerce.    Tour  committee,  in  ly  so  much  as  a  protest  to  preserve  a  claim. 

tracing  the  canses  of  this  disorder  through  its  Before  your  committee  proceed  to  ofiTer  to 

eflbcts,  have  first  considered  the  government  the  house  their  remarks  on  the  most  distin- 

u  it  is  constituted  and  managed  within  itself,  guished  of  these  instances,  the  particulars  of 

beginning  with  its  most  essential  and  funda-  which  they  have  already  reported,  they  deem 

neotal  part,  the  order  and  discipline,  by  which  it  necessary  to  enter  into  some,  detail  of  a 

the  mpnmo  authority  of  this  kingdom  is  main-  transaction  equally  extraordinary  and  impor- 

taiaed.  tant,  though  not  yet  brought  into  the  view  of 

The  British  government  in  India  being  a  parliament,  which  appears  to  have  laid  the 

MHwiliiMtf^  and  delegated  power,  it  ought  to  foundation  of  the  principle  abuses  that  eimuedy 
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as  well  as  to  have  given  strength  and  encour-  dreaded  the  charge  of  becoming  accompUoM 

agement  to  those  that  existed.     To  this  trans-  to  an  evasion  of  the  act,  by  which  Mr.  Has(- 

action,  and  to  the  conclusions  naturally  dedu-  Inge,  resigning  the  service,  would  escape  tiis 

cibie  from  it,  your  committee  attribute  that  consequences  attached  by  law  ta  a  dismission; 

general  spirit  of  disobedience  and  indepen-  they  therefore    demanded  Mr.    Macleane't 

denc6  which  has  since  prevailed  in  the  gov-  written  authority.     This  he  declared  he  codd 

emment  of  Bengal.  not  give  into  their  hands,  as  the  letter  conttin- 

Your  committee  find,  that  in  the  year  1775,  ed  other  matterSi  of  a  nature  extremely  con- 
Mr.  Lauchlan  Macieane  was  sent  into  Eng-  fidential ;  but  that  if  they  would  appoint  a 
land  as  agent  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  to  committee  o£  the  directors,  he  would  readily 
Mr.  Hastings.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hast^  communicate  to  them  the  necessary  parts  of 
ings,  in  assisting  to  extirpate,  for  a  sum  of  the  letter,  and  give  them  perfect  satis&ctioB 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  company,  the  inno-  with  regard  to  his  authority.  A  deputatioii 
cent  nation  of  the  Rohillas,  had  drawn  upon  was  accordingly  named ;  who  reported  that 
him  the  censure  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  they  had  seen  Mr.  Hastings's  instnicti<»s, 
the  unanimous  censure  of  the  court  of  pro-  contained  in  a  paper  in  hit  own  hajut-wridngj 
prietors.  The  former  had  even  resolved  to  and  that  the  authority  for  the  act  now  done  by 
prepare  an  application  to  his  majesty  for  Mr.  Mr.  Macieane  was  clear  and  sufficient.  Mr. 
Hastings's  dismission.  Vansittart,  a  very  particular  friend  of  Mr. 

Another  general  court  was  called  on  this  Hastings,  and  Mr.  John  Stuart,  his  most  at- 
proceeding.  Mr.  Hastings  was  then  openly  tached  and  confidential  dependant,  attended  on 
supported  by  a  majority  of  the  court  of  pro-  this  occasion,  and  proved  that  directions,  per- 
prietors,  who  professed  to  entertain  a  good  fectly  correspondent  to  this  writtoi  authori^, 
opinion  of  his  general  ability  and  rectitude  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  their  pre- 
ci  intention,  notwithstanding  the  unanimous  sence.  By  this  means,  the  powers  were  fiiUy 
censure  passed  upon  him.  In  that  censure  authenticated;  but  the  letter  remeined  safe  in 
they  therefore  seemed  disposed  to  acquiesce,  Mr.  Macleane's  hands, 
without  pushing  the  matter  further.  But  as  Nothing  being  now  wanting  to  the  satis&o- 
the  offence  was  far  from  trifling,  and  the  con-  tion  of  the  directors,  the  resignation  was  for- 
demnation  of  the  measure  recent,  they  did  mally  accepted.  Mr.  Wheler  was  named  to 
not  directly  attack  the  resolution  of  the  direct-  fill  the  vacancy,  and  presented  for  his  majes- 
ors  to  apply  to  his  majesty,  but  voted  in  the  ty's  i4>probation,  which  was  received.  The 
ballot,  that  it  should  be  re-considered.  The  act  was  complete,  and  the  office  tlut  Mr. 
business  therefore  remained  in  suspense,  or  Hastings  had  resigned,  was  legally  filled, 
it  rather  seemed  to  be  dropped,  for  some  This  proceeding  was  officially  notified  in  Ben- 
months,  when  Mr.  Macieane  took  a  step,  of  gal,  and  General  Clavering,  as  seniour  in 
a  nature  not  in  the  least  to  be  expected  from  council,  was  in  course  to  succeed  to  the  office 
the  condition  in  which  the  cause  of  his  prin-  of  govemour-general. 
cipal  stood,  which  was  apparently  as  fovour-  Mr.  Hastings,  to  extricate  himself  from 
able  as  the  circumstances  could  bear.  Hith-  the  difficulties  into  which  this  resignation 
erto  the  support  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  gene-  had  brought  him,  had  recourse  to  one  of  those 
ral  court  was  only  by  a  majority  ,*  but  if,  on  unlooked-for  and  hardy  measures  which  cha- 
i^tplication  from  die  directors,  he.should  be  racterize  the  whole  of  his  administration, 
removed,  a  mere  majority  would  not  have  He  came  to  a  resolution  of  disowning  his 
been  sufficient  for  his  restoration.  The  door  agent,  denying  his  letter,  and  disavowing  his 
would  have  been  barred  against  his  return  to  fi'iencUi.  He  insisted  on  continuing  in  the 
the  company's  service,  by  one  of  the  strong-  execution  of  his  office,  and  supported  himsdf 
est  and  most  substantial  clauses  in  the  regu-  by  such  reasons  as  could  be*  furnished  in  sut^ 
lating  act  of  1773.  Mr.  Macieane,  pr<^a-  a  cause.  An  open  schism  instantly  divided 
bly  to  prevent  the  manifest  ill  consequences  the  council.  General  Clavering  claimed  the 
of  sudi  a  step,  came  forward  with  a  letter  to  office,  to  which  he  ought  to  sucoeed,  and  Mr. 
the  court  of  directors,  declaring  his  provision-  Francis  adhered  to  him ;  Mr.  Harwell  stuck 
al  powers,  and  offering,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  to  Mr.  Hastings.  The  two  parties  assraobled 
Hastings,  an  immediate  resignation  of  his  o^  separately,  and  every  thing  was  running  &st 
fice.  into  a  confusion,  which  suspended  goTen> 

On  this  occasion  the  directors  showed  them-  ment,  and  might  very  probably  have  ended  ia 

seWes  extremely  punctilious  with  regard  to  a  civil  war,  had  not  the  judges  of  the  i 

Mr.  Madeane^  powers.     Thej  probably  court,  cm  a  reference  to  them,  settlod  tlw 
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Irarenji  bj  deciding  that  the  resignation  was  from  the  then  attorney  and  the  then  solici- 
m  iavalid  act,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  tor-general  and  Mr.  Dunning  [now  the 
ibUinthelegalpossessionof  his  place,  which  Lords  Thurlow,  Loughborough,  and  Ash* 
hid  been  actually  filled  up  in  England.  It  burton]  together  with  Mr.  Adair  [now  re- 
extraordinary,  that  the  nullity  of  this  corder  of  London.]     None   of  them  gw 


iirignation  should  not  have  been  disooTered  a  positive  opinion  against  the  grounds  of  the 

■  England,  where  the  act  authorizing  the  prosecution.      The  attorney-general  doubt- 

itngnatioD   then  was ;  where  the  ag«it  was  ed  on  the  prudence  of  the  proceedings,  and 

ptraonally  present ;  where  the  witnesses  were  censured  (as  it  well  deserved)  the  ill  state- 


and  where  there  was  and  could  mentofthecase.  Threeof  them,  Mr.  Wed- 
k  no  want  of  legal  advice,  either  on  the  part  derbum,  Mr.  Dunning,  and  Mr.  Adair, 
rftheeompany  orofthecrown.  The  judges  were  clear  in  &vour  of  the  prosecution. 
iNk  no  light  matter  upon  them  in  supersed-  No  prosecution  however  was  had,  and  the 
iig  and  thereby  condemning  the  legality  of  directors  contented  themselves  with  censur- 
kii  majesty's  appointment ;  for  such  it  be-  ing  and  achnonishing  Mr.  Hastings, 
caw  by  the  royal  approbation.  With  regard  to  the  supreme  council,  the 
On  this  determination,  such  as  it  was,  the  members,  who  chose  (for  it  was  choice  only) 
dlfision  in  the  meeting,  but  not  in  the  minds  to  attend  to  the  orders  which  were  issued  from 
tfthe  council,  ceased.  General  Clavering  the  languishing  authority  of  the  directors,  con- 
■ifbrmly  opposed  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Has-  tinned  to  receive  unprofitable  applauses  and 
tags  to  the  end  of  his  life.  But  Mr.  Has-  no  support.  Their  correspondence  was  al- 
lies riiowed  more  temper  under  much  greater  ways  filled  with  complaints,  the  justice  of 
piorocations.  In  disclaiming  his  agent,  and  which  was  always  admitted  by  the  court  of 
ii  effect  accusing  him  <^  an  imposture  the  directors ;  but  this  admission  of  the  existence 
Mst  deeply  injurious  to  his  character  and  of  the  evil  showed  only  the  impotence  of  those 
6rtnne,aJad  of  the  grossest  forgery  to  support  who  were  to  administer  the  remedy.  Tbe 
it,  he  was  so  very  mild  and  indulgent,  as  not  authority  of  the  court  of  directcNv,  resisted 
to  show  any  active  resentment  against  his  un-  with  success  in  so  capital  an  instance  as  that 
fuibM  agent,  nor  to  complain  to  the  court  of  of  the  resignation,  was  not  likely  to  be  re- 
direetors.  It  was  expected  in  Bengal,  that  spected  in  any  other.  What  influence  it 
Mae  strong  measures  would  have  inmiediate-  really  had  on  the  conduct  of  the  company's 
ly  been  taken  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the  servants  may  be  collected  from  the  facts  that 
kiag  and  of  the  court  of  directors ;  as  this  pro-  followed  it 

ceeding,  unaccompanied  with  the  severest  ani-  The  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  of 

nsdversion,  manifestly  struck  a  decisive  blow  late  not  only  become  uniform  and  systemati- 

it  the  existence  of  the  most  essential  powers  cal  in  practice,  but  has  been  in  principle  also 

of  both.    "Bat  your  committee  do  not  fold  that  supported  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Barwell,  late  a 

■y  measures  whatever,  sudi  as  the  case  member  of  the  supreme  council  in  Bengal, 

Moned  to  demand,  were  taken.    The  obeer-  and  now  a  member  of  this  house. 

ntions  made  bj  the  court  of  directors,  on  In  this  consultation  of  the  20th  of  July, 

«kat  they  call  "  thue  extraordinary  tranaoo  1778,  Mr.  Barwell  gives  it  as  his  solemn  and 

fim«,"«re  just  and  well  applied.     They  con^-  deliberate  opinion,  that  '^  while  Mr.  Has- 

cbide  with  a  declaration,  "  that  the  meaeuree  tings  is  in  the  government,  the  respect  and 

wkkh  it  might  be  neeeeaary  for  them  to  takef  dignity  of  his  station  should  be  su|^orted. 

n  etder  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  company ,  In  these  sentiments  I  must  decline  an  acqui- 

Md  Is  prevent  the  Uke  abuae  from  being  prac  escence  in  any  order,  which  has  a  tendency  to 

tMed  m  future,  ehould  have  their  mo8t  eerioua  bring  the   government  inio  disrepute.    As 

Md  eariieet  condderation  ,*"  and  with  this  de-  the  company  have  the  means  and  power  of 

daratioii  they  appear  to  have  closed  the  ao-  forming  their  own  administration  in  India, 

count,  and  to  have  dismissed  the  subject  for-  they  may  at  pleasure  place  whom  they  please 

ever.  at  Uie  head ;  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  not 

A  sanction  was  hereby  given  to  all  future  authorized  to  treat  a  person  in  that  post  with 

defiance  of  every  andwrity  in  this  kingdom.  indignUy." 

Several  other  matters  of  complaint  against  By  treating  them  with  indignity  (in  the 

Mr.  Hastings,  particniarly  the  charge  of  pecu-  particular  cases  wherein  they  have  declined 

ktioB,  fento  the  ground  at  the  same  time,  obedience  to  orders)  tfiey  must  mean  those  or- 

OpadoBs  of  coonael  had  been  taken,  relative  ders  which  imply  a  censure  on  any  part  of 

la  a  ■iiiiiiilhM  It  bw  vpon  tkia  charge,  -Qiiir  conduct,  a  reversal  of  aaj  of  their  pr^ 
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ceedingg,  or,  as  Mr.  Barwell  expresses  him-  lar  and  special  orders ;    on  one  of  ivbkfi 

Mlf  in  words  very  significant,  in  any  orders,  the  above  extraordinary  doctrine  was  mai*^ 

that  have  a  tendency  to  bring  their  govern-  tained. 

ment  into  disrepute.  The  amplitude  of  this  These  are  the  cases  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr. 
latter  description  reserving  to  them  the  judg-  Bristow,  and  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n.  la  a 
ment  of  any  orders,  which  have  so  much  as  few  weeks  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Monsoa, 
that  tendency f  puts  them  in  possession  of  a  Mr.  Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority  ia 
complete  independence ;  an  independence  in-  council  by  his  casting  vote,  Mr.  Fowke  sad 
eluding  a  despotic  authority  over  the  subordi-  Mr.  Bristow  were  called  from  their  respeo- 
nates  and  the  country.  The  very  means  tive  offices  of  residents  at  Benares  and  Dude; 
taken  by  the  directors  for  enforcing  their  au-  places,  which  have  become  the  scenes  4)f 
thority  becomes,  on  this  principle,  a  cause  of  other  extraordinary  operations  under  the  c(NH 
further  disobedience.  It  is  observable,  that  duct  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  person.  For  ^ 
their  principles  of  disobedience  do  not  refer  to  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  no  reason  was  assigSh 
any  local  consideration  overlooked  by  the  di-  ed.  The  reason  assigned  for  the  proceediof 
rectors,  which  might  supersede  their  orders,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Fowke  was,  that  *<  ths 
or  to  any  change  of  circumstances,  which  purposes  for  which  he  was  appointed  were 
might  render  another  course  advisable,  or  then  fully  accomplished." 
even  perhaps  necessary ;  but  it  relates  solely  An  account  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fowks 
to  their  own  interiour  feelings  in  matters  rela-  was  communicated  to  the  court  of  directory 
tive  to  themselves,  and  their  opinion  of  their  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  December,  1776.  Ob 
own  digni^  and  r^utation.  It  is  plain,  this  notification,  the  court  had  nothing  to  coo- 
that  they  have  wholly  forgotten  who  they  are,  elude,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings  fi'om  a  rigid 
and  what  the  nature  of  their  a&ce  is.  Mr.  pursuit  of  ceconomy  in  the  management  of 
Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  are  servants  of  the  company's  affairs,  had  recalled  a  useless 
the  company ;  and  as  such,  by  the  duty  inhe-  officer.  But  without  alleging  any  variatioa 
rent  in  that  relation,  as  well  as  by  their  spe-  whatsoever  in  the  circumstances,  in  less  than 
cial  covenants,  were  obliged  to  yield  obe-  twenty  days  after  the  order  for  the  recall  of 
dience  to  the  orders  of  their  masters.  They  Mr.  Fowke,  and  the  very  day  after  the  if 
have,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  cancelled  all  ^atch  containing  an  account  of  the  transae* 
the  bonds  of  this  relation,  and  all  the  sane-  tion,  Mr.  Hastings  recommended  Mr.  Gra* 
tions  of  these  covenants.  ham  to  this  very  office ;  the  end  c^  which,  he 
But  in  thus  throwing  off  the  authority  of  declared  to  the  directors  but  the  day  bd^ 
the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  had  been  fully  accomplished.  And  not  thisiE- 
Barwell  have  thrown  off  the  authority  of  the  ing  this  sufficient,  he  appointed  Mr.  D.  Bar- 
whole  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain ;  well  as  his  assistant,  at  a  salary  of  about  fov 
for,  by  the  regulating  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Against  this  exti»< 
his  majesty,  they  are  expressly  "directed  ordinary  act  General  Glavering  and  Mr* 
and  required  to  pay  due  obedience  to  ail  such  .  Francis  entered  a  protest, 
orders  as  they  ^11  receive  from  the  court  of  So  early  as  the  6th  of  the  following  Jamn- 
directors  of  the  said  united  company."  Such  ry,  the  appointment  of  these  gentlem^i  was 
is  the  declaration  of  the  law.  But  Mr.  Bar-  communicated  in  a  letter  to  £e  court  of  d»> 
well  declares,  that  he  declines  obedience  to  rectors,  without  any  sort  of  colour,  apologji 
any  orders,  which  he  shall  interpret  to  be  in-  or  explanation.  That  court  found  a  servaat 
dignities  on  a  govemour-general.  To  the  removed  from  his  station  without  complaint, 
clear  injunctions  of  the  legislature,  Mr.  Has-  contrary  to  the  tenour  of  one  of  their  standing 
tings  and  Mr.  Barwell  have  thought  proper  injunctions.  They  allow,  however,  and  in& 
to  oppose  their  pretended  reputation  and  dig-  reason,  that,  "  if  it  were  possible  to  suppose 
nity ;  as  if  the  chief  honour  of  public  minis-  that  a  saving,  &c.  had  been  his  motive,  thsj 
ters  in  every  situation  was  not  to  yield  a  would  have  approved  his  proceeding.  Bui 
eheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their  coun-  that  when,  immediately  afterwards,  two  per 
try.  Your  committee  to  render  evident  to  sons  with  two  salaries  had  been  appointed  tc 
this  house  the  general  nature  and  tendency  of  execute  the  office,  which  had  been  filled  ynA 
this  pretended  dignity,  and  to  illustrate  the  reputation  by  Mr.  Fowke  alone,  and  that  M( 
real  principles  upon  which  they  appear  to  Graham  enjoys  all  the  emoluments  annexec 
have  acted,  think  it  necessary  to  make  obser-  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Fowke ;"  they  pr<»>erl} 
nations  on  three  or  four  of  the  cases,  already  conclude,  that  Mr.  Fowke  was  removsc 
ii0poried,  of  marked  disobedience  to  partica-  without  just  cause  to  »nftk^  way  tbt  Mr. 
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;  and  sbrieUy  mjoin,  that  the  former  solid  reasons,  grounded  on  die  oomptiqr's  ei- 

bnuMttted  m  his  <^5ce  of  resident  as  post-  press  orders,  praying  to  be  infimned  of  the 

■Hter  of  B^iares.    In  the  same  letter  they  charge  against  him.     This  letter  appears  to 

unrt  their  rights  in  a  tone  of  becoming  firm-  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

MM,  and  declaroi  that  "  on  no  account  we  Harwell  very  loftily.    Mr.  Hastings  said, 

cm  permit  our  orders  to  be  disobeyed,  or  our  *'  that  such  applications  were  irregular ;  that 

ntbority  disregarded."  they  are  not  accountable  to  Mr.  Fowke  for 

It  was  now  to  be  seen  which  of  the  parties  their  resolution  respecting  him.     The  re»- 

f     WIS  to  give  way.     The  orders  were  clear  and  sons  for  suspending  the  execution   of  the 

V  predse,  and  enforced  by  a  strong  declaration  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  contain  sq 
9  of  the  resolati(Ni  of  the  court  to  make  itself  charge^  nor  thetUghUst  imputation  of  a  charge 
?  tbejred.  Mr.  Hastings  fairly  joined  issue  against  Mr.  Fowke ;  but  I  seenoreaaonwfqf 
^  ifOBthb  point  with  his  masters;  and,  having  the  board  ahauid  condeacend  to  teU  him  to." 
^  ftnbeyed  the  general  instructions  of  the  com-  Accordingly,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Francis 
^  puy,  determined  to  pay  no  obedience  to  their  and  Mr.  Wheler,  to  inform  Mr.  Fowke 
i  ipecial  order.  "  that  they  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
M  On  the  21  st  of  July,  1778,  he  moved,  and  with  his  conduct,"  on  the  previous  question 
z    RKceeded  in  his  proposition,  that  the  execu-  was  rejected. 

V  tioa  of  these  (H^rs  should  be  suspended.  By  this  resolution,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 
■  The  reason  he  assigned  for  this  suspension  Barwell  discovered  another  principle,  and  no 
W  k(i  in  great  light  upon  the  true  character  of  less  dangerous  than  the  first ;  namely,  that 
«     iQ these  proceedings,  "that  his  consent  to  persons,  deriving  a  valuable  interest  under 

the  recall  of  Mr.  Graham  would  be  adequate  the  company's  orders,  so  far  firom  being  heard 

to  his  own  resignation  of  the  service,  as  it  in  &vour  of  their  right,  are  not  so  much  as  to 

^     weald  inflict  such  a  wound  on  on  Mm  authority  be  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 

mdhnjtuene%f  that  he  could  not  maintain  it."  deprived  of  it. 

If  that  had  been  his  opinion,  he  ought  to  The  arrival  soon  after  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 

bve  resigned,  and  not  duobeyed ;  because  it  giving  another  opportunity  of  trial,  the  ques- 

«u  not  necessary  that  he  should  hold  his  tion  for  obedience  to  the  company's  orders 

•flioe;  but  it  was  necessary,  that,  whilst  he  [1st  and  5th  of  April,   1779,]  was  again 

held  it,  he  riMold  obey  his  superiours  and  bought  on  by  Mr.  Francis,  and  again  receiv- 

•ubmit  to  the  law.    Much  more  truly  was  his  ed  a  negative.     Sir  Eyre  Coote,  though  pre- 

eoodnct  a  virtual  resignation  of  his  lawful  sent,  and  declaring  that  had  he  been  at  the 

dEce,  and  at  the  same  time  an  usurpation  of  original  consultation  he  should  have  voted 

asitaatioQ  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  to  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  company's 

hold  a  sobordinate  office,  and  to  refuse  to  act  orders,  yet  was  resolved  to  avoid  what  he 

ieooiding  to  its  duties.    Had  his  authority  caWed.  any  kind  of  retrospect.    His  neutrality 

been   selAoriginated,  it   would   have   been  gained  the  question  in  favour  of  this'  the  third 

woooded  by  fau  submission ;  but  in  this  case  resolution  for  disobedience  to  orders, 

dw  trae  nature  of  his  authority  was  affirmed,  The  resolution  in  Bengal  being  thus  deci- 

■ot  iBJared,  fay  his  obedience,  because  it  was  sively  taken,  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the  court 

t  power  derived  from  others,  and,  by  its  es-  of  directors  to  act  their  part.    They  did  act 

L     ssnoe,  to  be  executed  according  to  their  direo-  their  part  exactly  in  their  old  manner ;  they 

I     tions.  had  recourse  to  their  old  remedy  of  repeating 

In  this  determined  disobedience  he  was  sup-  orders  which  had  been  disobeyed.     The  di- 

ported  by  Mr.  Barwell,  who  on  that  occasion  rectors  declare  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

dsUvered  the  dangerous  doctrine,  to  which  Barwell  (though  without  any  apparent  rea- 

yoor  committee  lately  adverted.     Mr.  Fowke,  son)  that  "  they  have  read  with  aatoniahment 

who  had  a  moet  material  interest  in  this  do-  their  formal  resolution  to  suspend  the  ezecu- 

termination,  applied  by  letter  to  be  informed  tion  of  their  orders  ;  that  they  shall  take  such 

eoooeming  it.    A»  answer  was  sent,  ao-  measures  as  appear  necessary  for  preserving 

qoainting  him  coldly,  and  without  any  reason  Ae  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  for 

<      assigned,  of  what  had  been  resolved  relative  preventing  such  instances  of  direct  and  vn{ful 

to  1m  oflSoe.     This  comnranication  was  soon  disobedience  in  their  servants  in  time  to 

followed  by  another  letter  from  Mr.  Fowke,  come."    They  then  renew  their  directions 

with  great  submission  and  remarkable  decen-  concerning  Mr.  Fowke.     The  event  of  this 

ey,  asserting  his  right  to  his  ofiice,  under  the  sole  measure,  taken  to  preserve  their  author!* 

Hlhority  of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  for  ty,  and  to  prevent  instances  of  direct  and  wiW 
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fill  difobedienoe,  your  committee  will  utate  in     Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.   Barwell|  who  hid 
itM  proper  place,  taking  into  consideration  for     then  acquired  the  majority,  without  any  com- 
the  present  the  proceedings  relative  to  Mr.     plaint  having  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of 
Bristow,  and    to  Mahomed    Reza    Kh4n,     his  removal,  and  Mr.  Middleton  was  sent  Id 
which  were  altogether  in  the  same  spirit,     his  stead  to  reside  at  the  capital  of  Oude. 
But  as  they  were  diversified  in  the  circum-     The  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  could 
■tances  of  disobedience  as  well  from  the  case  of    be  apprized  of  this  extraordinary  step,  in 
Mr.  Fowke  as  fi'om  one  another,  and  as  these     their  letter  of  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  ezpren 
circumstances  tend  to  discover  other  danger-     their  strongest  disapprobation  of  it ;  they  or- 
ous  principles  of  abuse,  and  the  general  pros-     der  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled,  and  Mr. 
trate  condition  of  the  authority  of  parliament     Bristow  to  be  reinstated  in  his  oflSce.    In 
in  Bengal,  your  committee  proceed  first  to     December,  1778,  they  repeat  their  order.    Of 
make  some  observations  upon  them.  these  repeated  orders  no  notice  was  taken. 

The  province  of  Oude,  enlarged  by  the  ac-  Mr.  Bristow,  fatigued  with  unsuccessfiil  pri- 
cession  of  several  extensive  and  once  flourish"  vate  applications,  which  met  with  a  con&tint 
ing  territories,  that  is,  by  the  country  of  the  refusal,  did,  at  length,  on  the  Ist  of  May, 
Rohillas,  the  district  of  Corah  and  Allahabad,  1780,  address  a  letter  to  the  board,  making 
and  other  provinces  betwixt  the  Granges  and  his  claim  of  right ;  entitling  himself  to  his 
Jumna,  is  under  the  nominal  dominion  of  one  oflices,  under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  di- 
of  the  princes  of  the  country,  called  Asoph  ul  rectors;  and  complaining  of  the  hardsshipSi 
Dowlah.  But  a  body  of  English  troops  is  which  he  sufiered  by  the  delay  in  admitting 
kept  up  in  his  country ;  and  the  greatest  part  him  to  the  exercise  of  it.  This  letter  yov 
of  his  revenues  are,  by  one  description  or  an-  committee  have  inserted  at  large  in  the  fiiUi 
other,  substantially  under  the  administration  report ;  having  found  nothing  whatsoever  ex- 
cT  English  subjects.  He  is,  to  all  purposes,  ceptionable  in  it,  although  it  seems  to  have 
a  dependant  prince.  The  person  to  be  em-  excited  the  warmest  resentment  in  Mr.  fias- 
ployed  in  his  dominions  to  act  for  the  com-     tings. 

mittee,  was  therefore  of  little  consequence  in  This  claim  of  the  party  gave  no  new  ibrce 
his  capacity  of  negotiator ;  but  he  was  vested  to  the  order  of  the  directors,  which  remained 
with  a  trust,  great  and  critical  in  all  pecunia-  without  any  attention  from  the  board,  from 
ry  affairs.  These  provinces  of  dependence  lie  Mr.  Bristow's  arrival  until  the  1st  of  May, 
out  of  the  system  of  the  company's  ordinary  and  with  as  little  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the 
administration  ;  and  transactions  there  cannot  2d  of  October  following.  On  that  day  Mr. 
be  so  readily  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  Francis,  afler  having  caused  the  repeated  or- 
the  court  of  directors.  This  renders  it  the  ders  of  the  court  of  directors  to  be  first  re;ui, 
more  necessary  that  the  residents  in  such  moved,  that  Mr.  Bristow  should  be  rein- 
places  should  be  persons  not  disapproved  of  stated  in  his  office.  This  motion,  in  itself 
by  the  court  of  directors.  They  are  to  man-  just  and  proper  in  the  highest  degree,  and  in 
age  a  permanent  interest,  which  is  not,  like  a  which  no  fault  could  be  found,  but  that  it  was 
matter  of  political  negotiation,  variable,  and  not  made  more  early,  was  received  by  Mr. 
which,  from  circumstances,  might  possibly  Hastings  with  the  greatest  marks  c^  resent- 
excuse  some  degree  of  discretionary  latitude  ment  and  indignation.  He  declares  in  his 
in  construing  their  orders.  During  the  life-  minute,  that  "  were  the  most  determined  ad- 
time  of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Mon-  versary  of  the  British  nation  to  possess,  by 
■on,  Mr.  Bristow  was  appointed  to  this  pre-  whatever  means,  a  share  in  the  administra- 
sidency,  and  that  appointment,  being  approv-  tion,  he  could  not  devise  a  measure  in  iUdf 
ed  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors,  so  pernicious,  or  time  it  so  efiectual  for  the 
became  in  effect  their  own.  Mr.  Bristow  ruin  of  the  British  interests  in  India.**  Then 
appears  to  have  shown  himself  a  man  of  turning  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  he  says, 
talents  and  activity.  He  had  been  principal-  "  I  will  ask  who  is  Mr.  Bristow  ?  that  a 
ly  concerned  in  the  negociations,  by  which  member  of  the  administration  should,  at  such 
ue  company's  interest  in  the  higher  provin-  a  time,  hold  him  forth  as  an  instrument  for 
ces  had  been  established,  and  those  services  the  degradation  ofthejirst  executive  member  qf 
were  considered  by  the  presidency  of  Calcut-  this  government.  What  are  the  professed 
ta  as  so  meritorious,  that  they  voted  him  ten  objects  of  his  appointment  ?  What  are  the 
thousand  pounds  as  a  reward,  with  many  ex-  merits  and  services,  or  what  the  qtuU\/!eationM, 
pressions  of  esteem  and  honour.  which  entitle  him  to  such  uncommon  distinc- 

Mr.  Bristow,  however,  was  recalled  by     tion?    Is  it  for  his  superiour  tn<e^ri^,  or  fix 
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feii«yMiit«MMNi,  tfatt  1m  kte  be  dignified  etorbitaat  powm,  wUeii  1m  diooMf  to  di»- 
tt  «eh  huwd  of  every  oonsidervtioii,  that  tinguith  by  the  title  of-  **  Am  pmgmtiv§J* 
mifnt  to  inlhieiiee  tbe  menbera  of  thia  ad-  In  this  also  will  be  foimd  an  obacure  hint  of 
ifcniliiliiiii  ?  Of  the  fonner  (h»  integrity)  die  cause  of  his  disobedience,  which  yoar 
I  know  no  preofk;  I  am  sure  it  is  not  an  eri-  committee  conceive  to  allude  to  the  main 
iiwe  of  it,  that  he  has  been  huMed  to  make  cause  of  the  disorders  in  the  govemmont  of 
I  MmaeK  the  principal  in  such  a  eompetitkm;  India,  namely  an  under-hand  commonicatuNi 
i     Mi  fiir  the  test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to  the     with  Europe. 

5     fatter  ^Hiieh  be  has  dared  to  write  to  this        Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  ccMiBdence  in  tht 
f     koifd,  and  which  I  am  ariiamed  to  say  we     support  derived  from  this  source,  or  from  tba 
4     have  mifkred,    I  denre  that  a  copy  of  it  may     habits  of  independent  power,  is  carried  to 
*      ke  inserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it     such  a  length  as  to  consider  a  motion  to  obey 
■ay  stand  befi)re  the  eyee  of  every  member  of    the  court  of  directors  as  a  degradation  of  tha 
Ibe  board,  when  he  shall  give  his  vote  i^n  a     executive  government  in  his  person.     Ho 
9MStioa  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a  man,     looks  upon  a  claim  under  that  authority,  and 
Hdr  tmrvmml,  who  has  poblicly  insulted  them,     a  complaint  that  it  has  produced  no  effect,  aa 
^      kb  wsfise,  and  the  members  of  the  govern-    a  piece  of  daring  insolence,  which  he  ii 
to  whom  he  owes  hit  obedience ;  who,     ashamed  that  the  board  has  suffered.     The 
an  association  with  the  court  of  di-     behaviour  which  your  committee  consider  as 
,  and  erecting  himself  into  a  trUntnalf     so  intemperate  and  despotic,  he  regards  as  a 
t^iierfthem  for  dieebedience  of  orders,     culpable  degree  of  patience  and  forbearance* 
judgment  upon  them,  and  eondemned    Major  Scott,  his  agent,  enters  so  much  into 
w  mefmiUd  them  a»  their  magiatrate  or  satpe-     the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  as 
nsar.    Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a     to  tell  your  committee  that,  in  his  opinion^ 
■sn,  poeeessed  of  so  indq>endent  a  spirit,     Lord  Clive  would  have  sent  home  Mr.  Bris« 
whs  Ims  already  shown  a  contempt  of  their     tow  a  prisoner  upon  such  an  occasion.    It 
wdMMity,  who  has  riiown  himself  so  wretched     is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  very  same 
■I  odnoeaUfor  hie  own  cause,  and  negotiator    breath  tluit  Mr.  Hastings  so  heavily  condemna 
JW>  Mt  own  intereetf  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with     a  junior  officer  in  the  company's  service  (not 
Ibe  goardianship  of  their  honour,  the  ezecu-     a  servant  of  the  council,  as  he  hazards  to  call 
I     tioQ  of  their  measores,  and  as  their  confiden-     him,  but  their  fellowservant)  for  merely  com- 
tisl  BMnager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes     plaining  of  a  supposed  injury,  and  requiring 
of  India.    As  the  motion  has  been  unaocom-     redress,  he  so  far  forgets  his  own  subordina- 
psnied  be  any  reasons  whidi  should  induce     tion  as  to  reject  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di* 
Ibe  board  to  pass  their  acquiescence  in  it,  I     rectors  even  as  an  argument  in  &vour  of  ap« 
praRMie  tfie  motion  which  preceded  it,  ix    pointing  a  person  to  an  office  ;  to  presume  to 
fta&tg  tha  ordera  of  the  court  ef  directore,     censure  his  undoubted  masters ;  and  to  accuso 
Mt  imiemdod  to  seme  as  an  argument  for  it,     them  of  having  been  "  in  a  habit  of  casting 
m  well  ms  an  introduction  to  it.    The  last  of    reproaches  upon  him,  and  heaping  indignities 
Ikooe  was  dictated  the  SSd  December,  1778,     on  his  station."    And  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
tlBost  two  years  past.    They  were  dElctated     this  censure  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  seek- 
•ta  tisM  when,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  court     ing  or  obtaining  redress  for  any  injury,  bat 
of  directors  were  in  the  habit  of  casting  re-     appeared  rather  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to 
fnaeh  upon  my  conduct,  and  hea^ng  indig-    obey  their  lawful  commands.    It  is  plainly 
mtiss  t^Nm  my  station."  implied  in  that  minute,  that  no  servant  of  the 

Had  the  language  and  opinions  which  pre-  company,  in  Mr.  Bristow's  rank,  would  dare 
nil  throoghout  this  part  of  the  minute,  as  to  act  in  such  a  manner,  if  he  had  not,  by  in- 
veil  as  in  all  the  others  to  which  your  com-  direct  means,  obtained  a  premature  fortune. 
Mitlee  refer,  been  uttered  suddenly,  and  in  a  This  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  the  situation 
passion,  however  unprovoked,  some  sort  of  of  the  company's  servants  in  the  subordinate 
apology  mi|^  be  niade  for  the  govemour-  situations,  when  the  mere  claim  of  a  right, 
geaeral.  But  when  it  was  produced  five  derived  fi'om  the  sovereign  legal  power,  bo- 
■oolha  after  the  supposed  offence,  and  then  comes  fatal  not  only  to  the  objects  which  they 
delivered  in  writing,  which  always  implies  pursue,  but  deeply  wound  that  reputation  both 
Ibe  power  of  a  greater  degree  of  recollection  for  ability  and  integrity,  by  which  alone  thfcy 
and  utHf-cotaunBBd,  it  shows  how  deeply  the  are  to  be  qualified  for  any  other. 
piaciples  of  disobedience  had  taken  root  in  If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  disagrtieabto 
bis  wuMsAf  and  of  aa  awmnpHitM  to  hiiBself  of    situation  of  those  who  are  submitted  to  til 
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authority  oonducted  on  luch  principles,  it  is  served  to  his  own  appointment  the  entirt 
Uus  :  the  company  has  ordered  that  no  com-  management  of  the  pecuniary  trust.     Aooont 
plaint  shall  be  made  in  Europe  against  any  ingly  he  named  Mr.  Bristow  for  the  former, 
of  the  council  without  being  previously  com-  and  Mr.  Middleton  for  the  latter.     On  his 
municated  to  them ;  a  regulation  formed  upon  own  principles,  he  ought  to  have  done  tht 
grave  reasons ;  and  it  was  certainly  made  in  very  reverse.     On  every  justifiable  principlt 
faomir  of  that  board.     But  if  a  person,  having  he  ought  to  have  done  so  \  for,  a  servant,  who 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  council,  by  for  a  long  time  resists  the  orders  of  his  mat- 
making  use  of  the  mode  prescribed  in  favour  ters,  and   when  he  reluctantly   gives  way, 
of  that  very  council,  and  by  complaining  to  obeys  them  by  halves,  ought  to  be  remarkably 
themselves,  commits  an  offence,  for  which  he  careful  to  maJce  his  actions  correspond  with 
may  be  justly  punished,  the  directors  have  his  words,  and  to  put  himself  out  of  all  suspi- 
not  regulated  the  mode  of  complaint ;  they  cion  with  regard  to  the  purity  of  his  nootivei. 
have  actually  forbidden  it :  they  have,  on  that  It  was  possible  that  the  political  reasons 
supposition,  renounced  their  authority ;  and  which  were  solely  assigned  against  Mr.  Bria- 
the  whole  system  of  their  officers  is  delivered  tow's  appointment,  might  have  been  the  real 
over  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  few  of  their  chief  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings's  opposition.    Bat 
g^fymitg.  these  he  totally  abandons,  and  holds  fast  to  dw 
During  the  whole  day  of  that  deliberation,  pecuniary  department.     Now,  as  it  is  noto- 
things  wore  a  decided  face.    Mr.  Hastings  rious  that  most  of  the  abuses  of  India  grow 
■tood  to  his  principles  in  their  full  extent,  and  out  of  money-dealing,  it  was  peculiarly  unfit 
■eemed  resolved  upon  unqualifiod  disobedi-  for  a  servant,  delicate  with  regard  to  hicr  repo- 
ence.     But,  as  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  tation,  to  require  a  peraoncd  and  confidential 
the  day  following,  time  was  given  for  expe-  agent  in  a  situation  merely  official ;  in  which 
dients  ;  and  such  an  expedient  was  hit  upon  secrecy  and  personal  connections  could  be  of 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  will,  no  doubt,  be  un-  no  possible  use,  and  could  only  serve  to  exeitt 
expected  by  the  house  ;  but  it  serves  to  throw  distrust.     Matters  of  account  cannot  be  mada 
new  lights  upon  the  motives  of  all  his  strug-  too  public  ;  and  it  is  not  the  most  confide*- 
gles  with  the  authority  of  the  legislature.  tial  agent,  but  the  most  responsible,  who  is 
The  next  day  the  council  met  upon  the  ad-  the  fittest  fur  the  management  of  pecuniary 
joumment.    Then  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  as  trusts.     That  man  was  the  fittest  at  once  to 
a  compromise,  a  division  of  the  object  in  do  the  duty  and  to  remove  all  suspicions  from 
question.     One  half  was  to  be  surrendered  to  the  gouvernour-generars  character,  whom,  by 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  not  being  of  his  appointment,  he  could  not  be 
other  was  reserved  for  his  dignity.     But  the  supposed  to  favour  for  private  purposes ;  yvho 
choice  he  made  of  his  own  share  in  this  parti-  must  naturally  stand  in  awe  of  his  inspection ; 
tion  is  very  worthy  of  notice.     He  had  taken  and  whose  misconduct  could  not  possibly  be 
his  aole  ground  of  objection  against  Mr.  Bris-  imputed  to  him.     Such  an  agency,  in  a  peciH 
tow  on  Sie  supposed  ill  effect,  that  such  an  niary  trust,  was  the  very  last  on  which  Mr. 
appointment  would  have  on  the  minds  of  the  Hastings  ought  to  have  risked  his  disobedi* 
Indian  powers.    He  said,  "  that  these  powers  ence  to  the  orders  of  the  direction ;  or,  what  it 
could  have  no  dependence  on  his  fulfilling  his  even  worse  for  his  motives,  a  direct  oontra- 
engagements,   or   maintaining  the  faith  of  diction  to  all  the  principles,  upon  which  ha 
ireatiea,  which  he  might  offer  for  their  accep-  had  attempted  to  justify  that  bold  measure, 
tance,  if  they  saw  him  treated  with  such  con-         The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  affair 
tempt."     Mr.  Bristow's  appearing  in  a  poli-  of  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  was  an  act  of  dis- 
ticai  character  was  the  wJiole  of  his  complaint ;  obedience  of  the  same  character,  but  wrought 
yet,  when  he  comes  to  a  voluntary  distribu-  by  other  instruments.     When  the  Duanny 
tion  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  gives  Mr.  (or  universal  perception  aud  management  of 
Bristow  those  very  political  negotiations,  of  the  revenues)  of  Bengal  was  acquired  to  the 
which,  but  the  day  before,  he  had  in  such  company,  together  with  the  command  of  the 
strong  terms  declared  him  personally  incapa-  army,  the  nabob,  or  govemour,  naturally  Ml 
ble  ;  whose  appointment  he  considered  to  be  into  the  rank  rather  of  a  subject  than  that  even 
fiital  to  those  negotiations  ;  and  which  he  then  of  a  dependant  prince.     Yet  the  preservation 
spoke  of  as  a  measure,  in  itself  such  as  the  of  such  a  power  in  such  a  degree  of  subordi- 
he  bitterest  adversary  to  Great  Britain  would  nation  with  the  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  the 
(ttre  proposed.    But,  having  thus  yielded  his  care  of  the  public  order  annexed  to  it,  was  a 
fiiole  ground  of  ostensible  objection,  he  re-  wise  ind  laudable  policy.    It  presarred  i 
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pnrtioa  of  the  government  in  the  hands  of  the  The  company's  orders,  censuring  this  tnuM- 
tttives ;  it  kept  them  in  respect ;  it  rendered  action  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  ordering 
IbeiB  quiet  on  the  change ;  and  it  prevented  Mahomed  Reza  KMn  to  be  immediately  re- 
dat  vast  kingdom  from  wearing  the  dangerous  stored  to  the  office  of  Naib  Subadar,  were  re- 
appearance, and  still  more,  from  sinking  into  ceived  in  Calcutta  in  November,  1779.  Mr. 
the  turible  state  of  a  country  of  conquest.  Hastings  acted  on  this  with  the  firmness  which 
Tour  committee  has  already  reported  the  he  had  shown  on  other  occasions ;  but  in  his 
mnner  in  which  the  company  (it  must  be  al-  principles  he  went  further.  Thinking  himself 
lomtdf  upon  pretences  that  will  not  bear  the  assured  of  some  extraordinary  support,  suit- 
ili|h(est  examination)  diverted  from  its  pur-  able  to  the  open  and  determined  defiance,  with 
foses  a  great  part  of  the  revenues  appropriate  which  he  was  resolved  to  oppose  the  lawful 
fld  to  the  country  government ;  but  they  were  authority  of  his  superiours,'and  to  exercise  a 
iory  properly  anxious,  that  what  remained  despotic  power,  he  no  longer  adhered  to  Mr. 
ilMiiild  be  well  administered.  In  the  life-time  Barwell's  distinction  of  the  orders,  which  had 
of  Gfloerai  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  a  tendency  to  bring  his  government  into  dis- 
Mshomed  Reza  Kh4n,  a  man  of  rank  among  repute.  This  distinction  afforded  sufficient 
(ke  natives,  was  judged  by  them  the  fittest  latitude  to  disobedience.  But  here  he  dis- 
ftnaa  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  nabob,  as  dained  all  sorts  of  colours  and  distinctions. 
his  naib  <Nr  deputy ;  an  office  well  known  in  He  directly  set  up  an  independent  right  to  ad- 
die  antient  oonstituticm  of  these  provinces,  at  minister  the  government  according  to  his  plesr- 
atioM  wheo  the  principal  magistrates,  by  na-  sure;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  bottom  his 
4  tore  and  situation,  were  more  efficient.  This  claim  to  act  independently  of  the  court  of  di-> 
m  qipointmeiit  was  highly  approved,  and  in  con-  rectors  on  the  very  statute  which  commanded 
=1     leqoence  ooofirmed  by  the  court  of  directors.  ,  his  obedience  to  them. 

^     Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Harwell,  however,  He  dedared  roundly,  <<  that  he  should  not 

dmi^  proper  to  remove  him.     To  the  au-  yield  to  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors 

thority  df  the  court  of  directors  they  opposed  in  any  instance,  in  which  it  should  require  his 

the  request  of  the  nabob,  stating  tint  he  was  concession  of  the  rights  which  he  held  under 

trrived  at  the  common  age  of  maturity  and  an  act  of  parliament."     It  is  too  clear  to  stand 

stood  m  iM  need  af  a  dqnUy  to  manage  his  in  need  of  proof,  that  he  neither  did  or  could 

iffairt.    On  former  occasions,  Mr.  Hastings  hold  any  authority  that  was  not  subject,  in 

conceived  a  very  low  opinion  of  the  condition  every  particle  of  it,  and  in  every  instance,  in 

of  the  perscm  whom  he  thus  set  up  against  the  which  it  could  be  exercised,  to  the  orders  of 

unhority  of  his  masters.     *' On  a  former  oo-  the  court  of  directors. 

cuioa  (as  the  directors  tell  him)  and  to  serve  He  therefore  refused  to  back  the  company*! 

t  very  differaat  purpose,  he  had  not  scrupled  orders  with  any  requisition  from  himself  to 

to  declare  it  as  visible  as  the  sun,  that  the  the  nabob,  but  merely  suffered  them  to  be 

Mbob  was  a  mere  pageant  without  even  the  transmitted  to  him,  leaving  it  to  him  to  do 

ahodnp  ef  authority J^     But  on  this  occasion  just  as  he  thought  proper.     The  nabob,  who 

be  became  more  substantial.    Mr.  Hastings  called  Mr.  Hastings  "  his  patron,  and  de- 

and  Mr.  Harwell  yielded  to  his  representa-  clared  he  would  never  do  any  thing  without  his 

tion,  that  a  deputy  was  not  necessary,  and  ac-  consent  and  approbation,"  perfectly  undeiw 

conUngly  Mahomed  Reza  Khiin  was  removed  stood  this  kind  of  signification.     For  the 

from  \ua  offioe.  second  time,  the  nabob  recovered  firom  his 

However,  lest  any  one  should  so  far  mis-  trance  of  pageantry  and  insignificance,  and 

tnist  their  understanding  as  to  conceive  them  collected  courage  enough  to  write  to  the  coun- 

the  dupes  of  this  pretext,  thoy,  who  had  di^  cil  in  these  terms  :  "  I  administer  the  affairs 

obeyed  the  company's  orders  under  colour  that  of  the  nizamut  (the  government,)  which  are  the 

no  deputy  waa  neceeeary,  immediately  appoint  affairs  of  my  oum  family,  by  my  otim  oiiMori- 

another  deputy.     This  independent  prince,  <y,  and  shall  do  so ;  and  I  never  can  on  a$ty 

who,  as  Mr.  Hastings  said,  "  had  an  incon-  account  agree  to  the  appointment  of  the  nabo^ ' 

testible  right  to  his  situation,  and  that  it  was  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn  to  the  Naib  Subah- 

by  his  inheritance,''  suddenly  shrunk  into  his  ship."    Here  was  a  second  independent  power 

oU  state  of  insignificance,  and  was  even  look-  in  Bengal.     This  answer  from  that  power 

ed  upon  in  so  low  a  light,  as  to  receive  a  se-  proved  as  satisfactory  as  it  was  resolute.    No 

vere  reprimand  from  Mr.  Hastings  for  inter'  further  notice  was  taken  of  the  orders  of  the 

poting  in  the  duties  of  his  (the  deputy's)  court  of  directors,  and  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn 

found  their  protection  much  more  of  a  shadow, 
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than  6ie  pageant  ofpower,  of  which  he  aspired  Mr.  Francis,  in  this  treaty,  iMiMted  €0 

to  be  die  representative.  those  v<ery  points,  which  Mr.  Hastings  deckr- 

This  act  of  disobedience  differs  from  the  ed  he  could  never  give  up ;  and  that  his  ooa- 

others  in  one  particular,  which,  in  the  opinion  ditions  were  the  company's  orders ;   that  is, 

of  your  committee,  rather  aggravates  thui  ex-  the  restoration  of  the  persons,  whom  they  had 

tenuates  the  offence.    In  the  others,  Messrs.  directed  to  be  restored.     The  event  of  this 

Hastings  and  Harwell  took  the  responsibility  negotiation  was,  that  Mr.  Hastings  at  leagdi 

on  themselves ;  here  they  held  up  the  pretext  submitted  to  Mr.   Fratacis,   and  that  Mr. 

of  the  country  government.    However,  they  Fowke  and  Mahomed  Reza  Kb^  were  reia- 

obtained  thereby  one  of  the  objects,  whidi  stated  in  their  situations, 

they  appear  to  have  systematically  pursued.  Yom*  committee  observe  on  this  part  of  the 

As  they  had,  in  the  other  instances,  shown  to  transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,   that,  as  lo^ 

the  British  servants  of  the  company,  that  the  as  the  question  stood  upon  his  obedience  to 

directors  were  not  able  to  protect  Uiem,  here  his  lawful  superi<K8,  so  l<»ig  he  considered 

the  same  lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives,  the  restoration  of  these  p«'sons  as  a  grora  ia- 

Whiist  the  matter  lay  between  the  native  dignity,  the  submitting  to  which  would  destn^ 

power  and  the  servants,  the  former  was  con-  all  his  credit  and  influence  in  the  ooantiy. 

ridered  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  most  con-  But  ii4ien  it  was  to  accommodate  his  own  o^ 

temptible  light.    When  the  question  was  be-  casions  in  a  treaty  with  a  feUow-servaot,  all 

tween  the  servants  and  die  court  of  directors,  these  difRculties  instantly  vanish ;  and  he  finds 

the  native  power  was  asserted  to  be  a  self>de-  it  perfectly  consistent  with  his  digni^,  cra- 

rived,   hereditary,  uncontrollable  authority,  dit,  and  influence,  to  do  for  Mr.  Francis  what 

and  encouraged  to  act  as  such.  he  bad  refused  to  the  strict  and  reiterated  in- 

In  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  British,  junctions  of  the  court  of  directms.     Tran- 
legislature  was  at  that  time  treated  with  eve-  quillity  was,  however,  for  a  time  restored  by 
ry  mark  of  reprobation  and  contempt.     But  this  measure,  though  it  did  not  continue  loi^. 
soon  after,  a  most  unexpected  change  took  In  about  three  months  an  occasion  occurred,  in 
place,  by  which  the  persons,  in  whose  favour  which  Mr.  Francis  gave  some  exposition  to 
the  court  of  directors  had  in  vain  interposed,  a  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  which 
obtained  specific  objects,  which  had  been  re-  brought  on  a  duel ;   upon  the  mischievooB 
fused  to  them  :  things  wore,  however,  so  well  effects  of  which  your  committee  have  already 
c<nitrived,  that  legal  authority  was  nearly  as  made  their  observations, 
much  affronted  by  the  apparent  compliance  The  departure  of  Mr.  Francis  soon  after 
with  their  orders,  as  by  the  real  resistance  for  Europe,  opened  a  new  soene,  and  gave 
they  had  before  met  with.     After  long  and  vio-  rise  to  a  third  revolution.     Lest  the  arrange* 
lent  controversies,  an  agreement  took  place  ment  with  the  servants  of  the  company  tdiould 
betweeen  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Francis,  have  the  least  appearance  of  being  nrislakeo 
It  appears,   that  Mr  Hastings,  embarassed  for  obedience  to  their  snperiours,  Mr.  Francis 
with  the  complicated  wars  and  ruinous  expen-  was  little  more  than  a  month  gone,  when  Mr. 
ses,  into  which  his  measures  had  brought  him,  Fowke  was  again  recalled  firom  Boaares,  and 
began  to  think  of  procuring  peace  at  home.  Mr.  Bri$tow  soon  after  from  Ovde.     In  these 
The  agreement  originated  in  a  conversation,  measures  Mr.  Hastings  has  combined  the 
held  on  Christmas-day  1779,  between  Major  principles  of  disobedience,    which  be   had 
Scott,  then  aid-de-camp  and  now  agent  to  Mr.  used  in  all  the  cases  hitherto  stated.    In  his 
Hastings,  and  Mr.  Ducarrel,  a  gentlemen  minute  c^  consultation  on  this  recall,  he  re- 
hig^  in  the  company's  service  at  Calcutta,  fers  to  his  former  minutes ;  and  he  adds,  that 
Mr.  Scott,  in  consequence  of  this  conversa-  he  has  "  a  recent  motive  in  the  necessity  of 
tion,  was  authorized  to  make  overtures  to  removing  any  circumstance,  which  may  con- 
Mr.  Francis  through  Mr.  Ducarrel ;  to  de-  tribute  to  lessen  his  m/fuenee  in  the  efl^  of 
clare  Mr.  Hastings  tired  of  controversy,  ex-  any  negotiations,  in  which  he  may  be  craved 
|>re8sing  his  wish  to  have  the  Mahratta  war  in  the  prosecution  of  his  intended  visit  to 
entirely  left  to  him ; — ^that  there  were  certain  Lucknow."    He  here  reverts  to  his  old  plea 
points  he  eotdd  not  give  up  :  that  he  could  not  of  preserving  his  influence ;  not  contoit  with 
(for  reasons  he  then  assigned)  euhmH  to  the  this,  as  in  tlra  case  of  MahcHned  Reza  Khfta 
restoration  of  Mr.  Fowke,  Mahomed  Reza  he  had  called  in  the  aid  ofthe  nabob  of  Bengal, 
Sh&n,  andMr.  Bristow;  ihat  kehadnotthe  he  here  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  nabob  ofOude, 
wmaBttiptrmmd  objecthn  to  0temj  and  wouM  who,  on  reasons  exactly  tallying  with  those 
wilHngly  profide  fsr  «wm  in  mny  other  line,  given  by  Mr.  Hastings,  desires  that  Mr.  Bris* 
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toir  nmj  be  removed.    Tbe  true  weight  of  whom  Mr.  Haetkigi  i  ieceBd  time  rtaorvd 
tbeserequisitioos  will  appear,  if  not  suffioent-  from  the  office,  to  which  be  told  tbe  eouvt  of 
Ij  apparent  from  the  known  situation  of  the  directors,  in  his  letter  of  ^  Sd  of  March, 
pvtKs,  by  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  1780,  he  had  appointed  him  in  conformity  to 
from  this  nabob  of  Oude  to  his  agent  at  Cal-  their  orders.    On  the  14th  of  January,  ITSl, 
cotta,  desiring  him  to  acquaint  Mr.  Hastings,  he  again  finds  it  an  indispensable  obligatioB 
llat "  if  it  is  proper  I  will  write  to  tbe  king  in  him  to  exercise  powers  <^  inhtremi  in  tfie 
fof  Grreat  Britain]  and  the  vizier  [one  of  hie  constitution  of  his   government."    0»  tbta 
■tjesty^  ministiers]  and  tbe  chief  of  tbe  com-  principle  be  claimed  "  the  right  of  nomiaating 
ptoy,  m  9ueh  a  numner  a»  hethaUdireeij  and  tbe  agent  of  his  own  choice  to  the  reaideMoe 
is  Aiwm'daikat  heduMordtTf  that  Mr.  Brb-  of  Benares ;  that  it  is  a  representative  situap 
tow's  views  may  be  thwarted  diere."    There  tion :  that  speaking  for  myself  alone  k  nay 
is  no  doobi  of  the  entire  eo-operation  of  the  be  auficient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Francis  Fowke 
mikb  Asoph  ul  Dowlah  in  all  the  deugns  of  is  not  my  agent ;  that  I  cannot  give  him  mff 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  thwarting  tbe  views  of  confidence;  that  while  he  continues  at  B«v 
lay  persons,  who  place  their  reliance  on  the  ares,  he  stands  as  a  screen  between  the  r^jaJi 
Mlhori^  ef  this  kingdom.  and  this  government,  insteadof  an  instrunsnt 
As  umiaJ,  the  court  of  directors  ^>pear  in  of  controul ;  that  the  rajah  himself  and  every 
(biir  proper  ordnr  in  the  procession.    After  chief  in  Hindostan,  will  regard  it  as  the  pledg* 
this  third  act  of- disobedience  with  regard  to  and  the  foundation,  of  bis  independence/' 
Iheaame  person  and  the  same  office,  and  after  Here  Mr.  Hastings  has  got  back  to  his  oU 
eyUng  tbtD  proceedings  unwarrantable,  **  in  principles,  where  he  takes  post  ae  on  strong 
tHktiovineUeaUandiq)hiddAeirownauthori'  ground.     This  he  declares  *' to  be  bis  objeo* 
1^,  and  Mnkmgiiaduty  incumbant  on  them  to  tion  to  Mr.  Fowke,  and  that  it  is  iasi^ierfr* 
■sisfaiw  the  amthonty  of  the  eourt  ofdirecton^*  ble."    The  very  line  before  this  paragraph  be 
tiny  again  order  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  reinstated,  writes  of  this  person,  to  whom  he  could  not 
ani  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled :  in  thn  give  his  cof|/Ed«nee,  that "  he  believed  he  might 
circle  tfie  whole  moves  with  great  regularity,  depend  upon  fue  Jtde&ty^  and  his  exact  ud 
Tbe  extraordinary  operations  of  Mr.  Hast-  literal  obedience."    Mr.  Scott,  who  is  au- 
isfs,  that  soon  after  followed  in  every  departs  thorized  to  defend  Mr.  Hastings,  supported 
meat,  which  was  the  subject  of  all  these  acts  the  same  principles  before  your  committeei 
of  disobedience,  have  made  them  appear  in  a  by  a  comparison,  that  avowedly  reduces  tbe 
light  peculiarly  unpropitious  to  his  cause.    It  the  const  of  directors  to  the  state  of  a  party 
i>  bat  too  probably  from  his  own  accounts,  against  th^  servants.    He  declared,  that  in 
tlwt  he  meditated  some  strong  measure,  both  Ins  opinion  "  it  would  be  just  as  lAtnrd  to 
at  Benares  and  at  Oude,  at  the  very  time  of  deprive  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  bin 
tha  removal  of  those  officers.    He  decUures  an^iassadour  at  Benares,  as  it  would  be  to 
ha  knew  that  bis  cmiduct  in  those  places  was  force  on  the   ministry  of  diis  country  an 
aoch,  as  to  lie  very  op«i  to  malicious  repre-  ambassadour  from  the  oppoeition/*    Such  is 
seotatioBa.    He  must  have  been  sensible  that  tbe  opinion  entertained  in  Bengal,  and  that 
he  was  open  to  such  representations  from  the  but  too  effectually  realized,  of  the  relatioa, 
beginning ;  he  was  therefore  impelled  by  eve-  between  the  principal  servants  of  the  corapa* 
Tj  motive,  which  ought  to  influence  a  man  of  ny,  and  the  court  of  directors. 
sense,  by  no  means  to  disturb  die  order  which  So  far  the  reparation,  in  point  of  honour,  to 
he  had  last  established.  Mr.  Fowke  was  complete.     The  reparation^ 
Of  this,  however,  he  todc  no  care :  but  he  in  point  of  interest,  your  commitee  do  not 
was  not  so  haattentive  to  die  satisfaction  (^  find  to  have  been  equally  satisfactory ;  but 
the  safferers,  either  in  point  of  honour  or  of  they  do  fini  it  to  be  o^  the  most  extraordinary 
istereat.     This  was  most  strongly  marked  ia>  nature,  anil  of  the  most  mischievous  exan^le 
tbe  ease  6[  Mr.  Fowke.    His  reparation  to  Mr.  Fowke  had  been  deprived  of  a  place  of 
that  gentlesBaa,  in  point  of  honour,  is  as  ftill  rank  and  honour ;  the  place  of  a  public  vao- 
as  poeeMe.    Mr.  Hastings  '*  declared  that  keel,  or  representative.    The  recompense  pro- 
be approved  his  character  and  his  conduct  in  vided  for  him  is  a  succession  to  a  contract, 
efice,  and  believed  that  he  might  depend  up-  Mr.  Hastings  moved,  that  on  the  expirati<Mi 
on  Ms  eaeut  and  literal  obedience  andJidelUp  of  Colonel  Morgan's  contract,  he  shiould  be 
in  the  execution  of  the  fimctions  annexed  to  appointed  agent  to  all  the  boats  employed  foi 
la  it.**    Sneh  ia  tbe  character  of  the  man,  the  military  aarvice  of  that  establisbaiaaly 
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with  a  cmnmission  ci  Jlfieen  per  cent,  on  all     These  orders  relate  to  contracts ;  and  tb^ 
disburaements  in  that  qffiee ;  permitting  Mr.     contain  two  standing  regulations. 
Fowke,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  his  allow-         1st.  That  all  contracts  shall  be  publicly 
ance  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  month,  as  resi-     advertised,  and  that  the  most  reasonable  pro- 
dent,  until  the  expiraticm  of  the  contract,  and     posals  shall  be  accepted. 
for  three  months  after.  2dly.  That  two  contracts,  those  oT  provi- 

Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  struck,  as  everj     sions  and  for  carriage  bullocks,  shall  be  onljr 
one  most  be,  with  so  extraordinary  a  proceed-     annual. 

ing;  the  principle  of  which  he  observes  "  is  These  orders  arc  undoubtedly  some  cor- 
liable  to  one  material  objection."  That  one  rectives  to  the  abuses,  which  may  arise  in 
is  material  indeed ;  for  no  limit  being  laid  this  very  o-itical  article  of  public  dealing. — 
down  for  the  expense  in  which  the  per-cent-  But  the  house  will  remau-k,  that  if  the  busi- 
age  is  to  arise,  it  is  the  direct  interest  of  the  ness  usually  carried  on  by  contracts  can  be 
person  employed  to  make  his  department  as  converted  at  pleasure  into  agencies,  like  that 
expensive  as  possible.     Tothis  Mr.  Hastings     of  Mr.  Fowke,  all  these  regulations  porisb 

answers,  that  "  he  is  convinced  by  experience  of  course ;  and  there  is  no  direction  whatso- 
it  will  be  better  performed  ;**  and  yet,  he  im-     ever  for  restraining  the  most  prodigal  and  oor* 

mediately  after  subjoins,  '*  this  defet^  can  only  nipt  bargains  for  the  public, 
be  corrected  by  the  probity  of  the  person  en-         Your  committee  have  inquired  into  the  ob- 

trusted  with  so  important  a  charge ;  and  I  am  servance  of  these  necessary  regulations  ;  and 

willing  to  have  it  understood,  as  a.  proof  of  the  they  find,  that  they  have,  like  the  rest,  be«i 

con^denee  I  repose  in  Mr.  Fowke,  that  I  have  entirely  contemned,  and  contemned  with  ear 

proposed  his  appointment,  in  opposition  to  a  tire  impunity.     After  the  period  of  Colonel 

general  principlej  to  a  trust  so  constituted."  Monson's  death,  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  very  minute  of  con-  Harwell  obtained  the  lead  in  the  council,  the 

mltation,  Mr.  Hastings  removes  Mr.  Fowke  contracts  were  disposed  of  without  at  all  acU 

firom  the  residency  of  Benares,  because  "  he  vertising  for  proposals.     Those  in  1777  were 

cannot  give  him  his  confidence  ;**  and  yet,  be-  given  for  three  years  ;  and  the  gentlemen  in 

fore  the  pen  is  out  of  his  hand,  be  violates  question  growing,  by  habit  and  encourage- 

one  of  the  soundest  general  principles  in  the  ment,  into  more  boldness,  in  1779  the  contracts 

whole  system  of  dealing,  in  order  to  give  a  were  disposed  of  for  five  years  ;  and  this  they 

proof  of  the  confidonce  he  reposes  in  that  did  at  the  eve  of  the  expiration  of  their  owb 

gentleman.     This  apparent  gross  contradic-  appointment  to  the  government.     This  in- 

tion  is  to  be  reconciled  but  by  one  way ;  which  crease  in  the  length  (^  the  contracts,  though 

is,  that  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings  comes  contrary  to  orders,  might  have  admitted  some 

and  goes  with  his  opposition  to  legal  authori-  excuse,  if  it  had  been  made,  even  in  appear- 

iy.     Where  that  authority  recommends  any  ance,  the  means  of  lessening  the   expense, 

person,  his  confidence  in  him  vanishes  ;  but,  to  But  the  advantages  allowed  to  the  contractors, 

show  that  it  is  the  authority,  and  not  the  per-  instead  of  being  diminished,  w»e  enlarged, 

son,  he  opposes,  when  that  is  out  of  sight,  and  in  a  manner  far  beyond  the  proportion  oi* 

there  is  no  rule  so  sacred,  which  is  not  to  be  the  enlargement  of  terms.     Of  this  abuse  and 

violated  to  manifest  his  real  esteem  and  per-  contempt  of  orders  a  judgment  may  be  fbrm- 

fect  trust  in  the  person,  whom  he  has  rejected,  ed  by  the  single  contract  for  supplying  the  ar- 

However,  by  overturning  general  principles  my  with  draught  and  carriage  bullocks.    As 

to  compliment  Mr.   Fowke's  integrity,  he  it  stood  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  in 

does  all  in  his  power  to  corrupt  it ;  at  the  same  1779,  the  expense  of  that  service  was  about 

he  establishes  an  example,  that  must  either  one  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  a  month, 

■ubject  all  future  dealings  to  the  same  pemi-  By  the  new  contract  given  away  in  Septem- 

cious  clause,  or  which,  being  omitted^  must  her  of  that  year,  the  service  was  raised  to  the 

become  a  strong  implied  cluirge  on  the  in-  enormous  sum  of  near  six  thousand  pounds  a 

tegrity  of  those  who  shall  hereafter  be  exclu^  month.     The  monthly  Increase,  therefore,  be- 

ded  from  a  trust  so  constituted.  ing  four  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  it 

It  is  not  foreign  to  the  object  of  your  com-  constitutes  a  total  increase  of  charges  for  the 
mittee  in  this  part  of  their  observations,  company,  in  the  five  years  of  the  contract,  of 
which  relates  to  the  obedience  to  orders,  to  no  less  a  sum  than  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
remark  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  cM'ders  five  thousand  pounds.  Now,  as  the  formw 
of  the  court  of  directors,  with  regard  to  this  contract  was,  without  doubt,  sufficiently  ad- 
kind  of  dealing  in  contracts,  are  observed. —  vantageous,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
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extrayaguice  of  the  present.     The  terms,  in-  that  his  understanding  was  much  improred  tf 
deed,  pass  the  bounds  of  all  allowance  for  laU  by  an  attention  to  his  education ;  that 
negligence  and  ignorance  of  office.  these  circumstances  gave  him  a  claim  to  the 
I          The  case  of  Mr.  Bellis's  contract  (or  sup-  uncontrolled  exercise  of  domestic  authority ; 
t       plying  provisions  to  the  fort  is  of  the  same  and  it  might  reasonably  be  supposed,  that  be 
"^       description ;  and,  what  exceedingly  increases  would  pay  a  greater  regard  to  a  just  OBConomj 
the  suspicicm  against  this  profusion  in  con-  in  his  own  family,  than  had  been  observed  by 
•       tracts,  made  in  direct  violation  of  orders,  is,  those  who  were  aliens  to  iK     For  these  rea- 
;r       that  they  are  always  found  to  be  given  in  fa-  sons  Mr.  Hastings  recommended  to  the  board, 
if       Tour  of  paeons  closely  connected  with  Mr.  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  should  be  imme- 
I        Hastings  in  his  family,  or  even  in  his  actual  diately  divested  of  the  office  of  superintendant 
I       service.  of  the  nabob's  household,  and  that  the  nabob 
\          The  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  Mobarek  ul  Dowla  sfiould  be  entnuted  with 
and  Mr.  Harwell  justify  this  disobedience,  if  the  exclusive  and  entire  receipts  and  disbttrae- 
l       admitted,  reduce  the  company's  government,  menta  of  his  stipend,  and  the  uncontnMed 
T       so  fiu-  as  it  regards  the  supreme  council,  to  a  management  and  regtdcOion  of  his  household, 
t      mere  patronage ;  to  a  mere  power  of  nomine-  Thus  far  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
ting  persons  to,  or  removing  them  from,  an  au-  the  conclusion  corresponds  with  the  premises  ; 
thori^,  which  is  not  only  despotic  with  regard  for,  supposing  the  l&ct  to  be  established  or 
(.      to  those  who  are  subordinate  to  it,  but,  in  all  its  admitted,  that  the  nabob,  in  point  of  age,  ca- 
acts,  entirely  independent  of  the  legal  power,  pacity,  and  judgment,  was  qualified  to  act  for 
^      which  is  nominally  superior.      These  are  himself,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  manage- 
principles  directly  leading  to  the  destruction  ment  of  his  domestic  affi9,irs  should  not  be 
(^the  company's  government.    A  correspon-  withheld  from  him.    On  this  part  of  the  pro- 
dent  practice  being  established,  (as  in  this  ceeding  your  committee  will  only  ottserve, 
case  of  contracts  as  well  as  others  it  has  that  if  it  were  strictly  true  that  the  nabob's 
been,)  the  means  are  furnished  of  effectuat-  understanding  had  been  much  improved  of 
ing  this  purpose  :  for  the  common  superiour,  late  by  an  attention  to  his  education,  (which 
I       the  company,  having  no  power  to  regulate  or  seems  an  extraordinary  way  of  describing  the 
'       to  support  their  own  appointments,  nor  to  re-  qualifications  of  a  man  of  six-and-twenty,  the 
move  those  whom  tney  wish  to  remove,  nor  father  of  many  children,)  the  merit  of  such 
to  prevent  the  contracts  from  being  made  use  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  Mahomed 
of  against  their  interest,  all  the  English  in  RezaKhdn,  who  was  the  only  person  of  rank 
Bengal  most  naturally  look  to  the  next  in  au-  and  character  connected  with  him,  or  who 
thority  ;  they  must  depend  upon,  follow,  and  could  be  supposed  to  have  any  influence  over 
attach  themselves  to  him  solely.    And  thus  a  him.    Mr.  Hastings  himself  reproaches  the 
party  may  be  fbrmed  of  the  whole  system  of  nabob  with  raising  mean  men  to  be  hia  eom^ 
civil  and  military  servants  for  the  support  of  panions ;  and  tells  him  plainly,   that  some 
the  subordinate,  and  defiance  of  the  supreme  persons  both  of  bad  character  and  base  origin 
power.  had  found  tJu  means  of  insinuating  themsdvea 
Your  committee  being  led  to  attend  to  the  into  his  company  and  constant  fellowship.     In 
ahaseofcontracts,  which  are  given  upon  prin-  such  society  it  is  not  likely  that  either  the 
ciples  fatal  to  the  subordination  of  the  service,  nabob's  morals  or  his  understanding  could 
and  in  defiance  of  orders,  revert  to  the  diso-  have  been  mu^h  improved ;  nor  could  it  be 
bedience  of  (Mrders  in  the  case  of  Mahomed  deemed  prudent  to  leate  him  without  any 
Reza  KMn.  check  upon  his    conduct. — Mr.   Hastings's 
This  transaction  is  of  a  piece  with  those  opinion  on  this  point  may  be  collected  from 
that  preceded  it.     On  the  6th  of  July,  1781,  what  he  did,  but  by  no  means  from  what  he 
Mr.  Hastings  announced  to  the  board  the  ar-  said  on  the  occasion. 

rival  of  a  messenger,  and  introduced  a  requisi-  The  house  will  naturally  expect  to  find  that 
tion  from  the  young  nabob  Mobarek  ul  Dow-  the  nabob's  request  was  granted,  and  that  the 
la,  "  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  dispose  of  resolution  of  the  board  was  conformable  to  the 
his  own  stipend,  without  being  made  to  depend  terms  of  Mr.  Hastings's  recommendation. 
en  the  will  of  another.  In  favour  of  this  re-  Yet  the  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.  Mr. 
quisition  Mr.  Hastings  urged  various  argu-  Hastings,  after  advising  that  the  nabob  should 
ments : — that  the  nabob  could  no  longer  be  be  entrusted  with  the  exclusive  and  entire  re- 
deemed a  minor; — ^that  he  was  twenty-six  ceipts  and  disbursements  of  his  stipend,  \mmem 
years  of  age,  and  father  of  many  children ; —  diately  corrects  that  advice,  being  aware  thai 
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••  §Mdd«n  «md  unlimiUd  a  dUpotoL  of  a  ItargB  not  only  his  fortune  but  his  person  to  the  cns- 
rt^emue  might  at  Jint  tncouragt  a  spirit  of  tody  of  a  particular  friend  to  Mr.  Hasting. 
di$mprtti9n  in  tha  nabob ;   and    reserves   to         The  instructions  given  to  the  nabob  eon- 
himtdf^i  power  of  establishing,  vnth  the  mt-  tain  other  passages,  that  merit  attention.    In 
6o6'«  cmiaentf  such  a  plan  for  the  regulation  one  place  Mr.  Hastings  tells  him,  **  you  have 
Mad  equal  distribution  of  the  nabob's  expenses,  c^ered  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of  ro- 
ot ^ould  be  adopted  to  the  dissimilar  appear-'  pees  to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  die  remain- 
aneee  of  preserving  his  ixUerests  and  his  inde^  der ;  but  this  we  have  refused."     In  another 
pendeuoe  at  the  same  time*    On  the  same  com-  he  says,  that,  **  m  many  meUters  toiff  occur 
plicated  pffinc^les  the  sohMquent  resolution  oi  tofiieh  cannot  be  so  easily  explained  by  letter  at 
the  board  profesees  to  allow  the  nabob  the  by  conversation^  I  desire  that  yoa  will,  on  such 
management  of  his  stipend  and  expenses;  occasions,  give  your  orders  to  Sir  John  IVOy- 
with  an  hope,  however,  (which,  considering  ly,  respecting  such  points  as  you  may  desire 
the  relative  situation  of  the  parties,  could  be  to  have  imparted  to  me.*    The  offer  alluded  . 
nsthing  less  than  an    injunction,)  that  he  to  in  the  first  passage  does  not  appear  in  the 
would  submit  to  such  a  plan  as  should  be  nabob's  letters ;  therefore,  must  have  be«a  in 
agreed  en  beit»ee%  him  and  the  governour-  conversation,  and  declined  by  Mr.  Hastings 
general.  without  consulting  his  colleague.    A  nrfbsal 

The  driA  of  these  contradictions  is  suffi-  ofVit  might  have  been  proper ;  but  it  supposes 

uenly  apparent.    Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  was  a  degree  of  incapacity  in  the  nabob,  not  to  be 

to  be  divested  of  his  office  at  all  events,  and  reconciled  to  the  principles,  on  which  Mahfv* 

the  management  of  the  nabob's  stipend  com-  med  Reza  Kh4n  was  removed  from  the  man- 

mitted  to  other  hands.     To  aocomptish  the  agement  of  his  affairs, 
first,  the  nabob  is  said  to  be  '^  now  arrived  at        Of  the  matters  alluded  to  in  the  second,  and 

that  tin|D  of  life,  when  a  man  may  be  suppos-  which,  it  is  said,  could  not  be  so  ecaUy  ea>> 

edf  eapdble,  if  ever,  of  managing  his  own  con-  plained  by  letters  as  in  conversationf  no  expk- 

Obrns."    When  this  principle  has  answered  nation  is  given.    Your  committee  will  therv^ 

the  momentary  porpose  for  which  it  was  pro-  fore  leave  them,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  done, 

dMced,  we  find  it  immediately  discarded,  and  to  the  opinion  of  the  house, 
aft  opposite  resolution  formed  on  an  opposite        As  soon  as  the  naboVs  requisition  was 

principle,   viz.    that  he  shall  not  have  the  communicated  to  the  board,  it  was  moved  and 

management  of  own  concerns  in  consideration  resolved,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Kh6n  should 

of  hie  warU  of  eaperience,  be  divested  of  his  office ;  and  the  house  have 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  his  arrival  at  Moorsheda-  seen  in  what  manner  it  was  disposed  o£ 

bttd,  gives  Mm,  Wheler  an  account  of  his  in-  The  nabob  had  stated  various  complaints 

tenriew  with  the  nabobs  and  of  the  nabob's  against  him : — that  he  had  dismissed  tiie  old 

implicit  submission  to  his  advice.    The  prin-  established  servants  of  the  Nizamut,  and  fill- 

cipal,if  not  the  sole,  object  of  the  whole  opera-  ed  their  places  with  his  own  dependants: — 

tion  appears  (irom  the  result  of  it.     Sir  John  that  he  had  regtdarh/  received  the  stipend  of 

lyOyly,  a  genlleman  in  whom  Mr.  Hastings  the  Nizamut  from  the  company,  yet  had  kept 

places  particular  confidence,  succeeds  to  the  the  nabob  involved  in  debt  and  distress,  and 

office  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n,  and  to  the  exposed  to  the  clamours  of  his  creditors  ;  and 

flame  oontreul  over  the  nabob's  expenses,  sometimes  even  in  want  of  a  dnmer.    All 

Into  the  hands  of  this  gentlemen  the  nabob's  these  complaints  were  recfxrded  at  large  in  the 

stipend  was  to  be  immediately  paid,  as  every  proceedings  of  the  council ;  but  it  does  not 

imtermediete  cbtmnd  toeuld  be  an  unavoidable  appear  that  they  were  even  coramimicated  to 

cemse  ^  dda^ ;  and  to  his  advice  the  nabob  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  or  that  he  was  ever 

was  required  to  give  the  same  attention,  as  if  called  upon,  in  any  shape,  to  answer  them, 

it  were  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself.    One  This  circumstance  inclines  your  c<Mnmittee 

of  4ie  eenditions  prescribed  to  the  nabob  was,  to  believe,  that  all  of  these  charges  were 

that  he  should  admit  no  Englishman  to  his  groundless ;  especially  as  it  appears  on  the 

presence,  without  previously  consulting  Sir  fiice  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  chief  of  them 

John  D'Oyly  ;  and  he  must  forbid  any  person  of  were  not  well  founded.    Mr.  Hastings,  in  his 

(W  nation  to  be  intruded  without  his  introduce  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  urges  the  necessity  of 

tion.    Oq  these  arrangements  it  need  only  be  the  monthly  payment  of  the  nabob's  stipend 

observed,  tiiat  a  measure,  which  sets  out  with  being  regularly  made ;  and  says,  that,  to  re- 

pcofessing  to  relieve  the  nabob  from  a  state  of  Heve  the  nabob's  present  wants,  he  had  direct- 

perpetttal  pupilage,  concludes  with  delivering  ed  the  resident  to  raise  an  immediate  supply 
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redit  of  the  company,  to  be  repaid  Since  the  closing  of  the  above  report,  manj 

t  receipts.     From  hence  your  com-  material  papers  have  arrived  from  India,  and 

oDclude  the  monthly  payments  had  have  been  laid  before  your  committee  :  that 

regularly  made ;  and  that  whatever  which  they  think  it  most  immediately  neces- 

s  the  nabob  might  have  suffered  must  sary  to  annex  to  the  appendix  to  this  report, 

3n   owing  to  the  govemour-general  is  the  resolution  of  the  council-general  to  al- 

icily  not  to  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n ;  low  to  the  members  <^  the  board  of  trade,  re- 

ou^t  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  sident  at  Calcutta,  a  charge  of  five  per  cent, 

ty  the  stipend  as  &st  as  he  received  It.  on  the  sale  in  England  of  the  investment 

eea  otherwise,  that  is,  if  Mahomed  formed  upon  their  second  plan,  namely,  that 

i&a  had  reserved  a  balance  of  the  nar  plan  which  had  been  communicated  to  Lord 

nsf  ifi  his  hands,  he  should,  and  un-  Macartney.    Thb  investment  on  this  plan  is 

r  be  would,  have  been  called  upon  to  stated  to  be  raised  from  80(y,00(X.  to  1,000,- 

;  and  then  there  would  have  been  no  000{.^8terling. 

fiur  raising  an  immediate  supply  by  It  is  on  all  accounts  a  very  memorable  trans- 

ans.  action,  and  tends  to  bring  on  a  heavy  burden, 

ansaetioo,  on  the  whole,  speaks  very  operating  in  the  nature  of  a  tax,  laid  by  their 

ly  finr  itseUl    It  is  a  gross  instance  of  own  authority  on  the  goods  of  their  masters 

disobedience  to  repeated  orders ;  and  in  England.    If  such  a  compensatioa  to  the 

ered  particularly  offensive  to  the  au-  board  of  trade  was  necessary,  on  account  of 

the  court  ofdirectors  by  the  frivolous  their  engagement  to  take  no  ftirther  (that  is 

adictory  reasons  assigned  for  it.  But,  to  say,  no  unlawful)  emohiment,  it  irapKes, 

be  nabob's  requisition  was  reasonable  that  the  practice  of  making  such  onbiwftil 

»gQivCTBOur-general  and  council  were  emolument  had  formerly  existed;  and  your 

I  by  a  special  instruction  from  coao^  committee  think  it  very  extraordinary,  that 

ith  it.     The  directors,  in  their  letter  the  first  notice  the  company  had  received  of 

b  «f  February,  1779,  declare,  that  a  such  a  practice  should  be,  in  taxing  them  for  a 

i  of  council  (taken  by  Mr.  Francis  compensation  for  a  partial  aboHtioa  c^  it,  se- 

Wheler,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bar-  cured  on  the  parole  of  honour  of  these  very 

.  <*  that  the  nabob's  letter  should  be  persons  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  guilty 

0  Hmm  for  their  decision ;  and  that  of  this  unjustifiable  conduct.  Your  conunit- 
tion  should  be  taken  in  Bengal,  on  tee  consider  this  engagement,  if  kept,  as  only 
ntiona,  without  their  special  orders  a  partial  abolition  of  the  implied  oorrapt 
oeCioDS,"  was  very  proper.     They  practice,  because  no  part  of  the  compensatioB 

reserved  to  themseWes  the  right  of  is  given  to  tfie  members  of  the  board  of  trade, 

Ml  such  questions ;  but  they  reserv-  who  reside  at  the  several  fttctories,  though 

»  purpose.    In  England  the  autho-  their  means  of  abuse  are  without  all  eompart- 

rely  f<Mrmal.    In  Bengal  the  power  son  greater ;  and  if  the  eorruption  was  suf>- 

»  aad  real.    When  they  clash,  their  posed  so  extensive  as  to  be  bought  off  at  that 

1  serves  only  to  degrade  the  autho-  price  where  ^t»  means  were  fewer,  the  house 
Niffat  to  predominate,  and  to  exalt  will  judge  how  far  the  tax  has  pwchased  off^ 

that  oug^t  tobe  dependent*  the  evil. 
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ELEVENTH  REPORT 

FROM  THK  8KLECT  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  TAKE  INTO  CONSIDERATION  THE  8TATI 
or  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE  IN  THE  PR0TINCE8  OF  BENGAL,  BAHAR,  AV9 
ORI88A,  AND  TO  REPORT  THE  SAME,  A8  IT  SHALL  APPEAR  TO  THEM,  TO  THE  H0U8I, 
WITH  THEIR  OBSERVATIONS  THEREUPON  ;  AND  WHO  WERE  INSTRUCTED  TO  CONSI- 
DER HOW  THE  BRITISH  POSSESSIONS  IN  THE  EAST-INDIES  MAT  BE  HELD  AND  60- 
TERNED  WITH  THE  GREATEST  SECURITY  AND  ADVANTAGE  TO  THIS  COUNTRT|  AHB 
Br  WHAT  MEANS  THE  HAPPINESS  OF  THE  NATIVE  INHABITANTS  MAY  BE  BEST  PRO- 
MOTED.—(1783.)  ; 

Tour  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  in-  cemed  in  the  first  discoyeries,  did  probably 

quiry  into  the  obedirace  yielded  by  the  com-  prevent  any  further  complaint  upon  the  sab- 

pany'servants  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di-  ject ;  but  towards  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 

rectors,  (the  authority  of  which  orders  had  sion,  your  committee  have  received  much  of 

been  strengthened  by  the  regulating  act  of  new  and  alarming  information  concerning  that 

1773,)  could  not  overlook  one  of  the  most  abuse. 

essential  objects  of  that  act,  and  of  those  or-  The  first  traces  appeared,  though  fidntly 

ders,  namely,  the  taking  of  gifts  and  presents,  and  obscurely,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  direo- 

These  pretended  free  gifts  from  the  natives  to  tors  from  the  govemour-general,  Mr.  Has- 

the  companjr's  servants  in  power  had  never  tings,  written  on  the  29th  of  November, 

been  authorized  by  law  ;  they  are  contrary  to  178M).*     It  has  been  stated  in  a  former  report 

the  covenants  formally  entered  into  by  the  of  your  conunittee,  that  on  the  26th  of  June, 

president  and  council ;  they  are  strictly  for-  1780,  Mr.  Hastings,  being  very  earnest  in  the 

bidden  by  the  act  of  parliament ;  and  forbid-  prosecution  of  a  particular  operation  in  the 

den  upon  grounds  of  the  most  substantial  po-  Mahratta  war,  in  order  to  remove  objections 

licy.  to  that  measure,  which  were  made  on  account 

Before  the  regulating  act  of  1773,  the  al-  of  the  expense  of  the  contingencies,  offered  to 

lowanoos  made  by  the  company  to  the  pre-  exonerate  the  company  fi^m  that  "  charge.'' 

sidents  of  Bengal,  were  abundantly  sufficient  Continuing  his  minute  of  council,  be  says: 

to  guarantee  them  against  any  thing  like  a  "  That  sum  (a  sum  of  about  23,000/.)  I  have 

necessity  for  giving  in  to  that  pernicious  prac-  already  deposited,  within  a  small  amount,  in 

tice.     The  act  of  parliament  which  appointed  the  hands  of  the  sub-treasurers,  and  I  beg  that 

a  govemour-general  in  the  place  of  a  presi-  the  board  will  permit  it  to  be  accepted  for  that 

drait,  and  it  was  extremely  particular  in  enfor-  service.''    Here  he  off*ers  in  his  own  person ; 

cing  the   prohibition  of  those  presents,   so  he  deposits,  or  pretends  that  he  deposits,  in 

it  was  equally  careful  in  making  an  ample  his  own  person  ;  and,  with  the  zeal  of  a  man 

provision  for  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  eager  to  pledge  his  private  fortune  in  support 

office,  in  order  to  remove  all  excuses'  for  a  of  his  measures,  he  prays  that  his  ofi*er  may 

corrupt  increase  of  its  emoluments.  be  accepted.     Not  the  least  bint  that  he  was 

Although  evidence  on  record,  as  well  as  delivering  back  to  the  company  money  of 

verbal  testimony,  has  appeared  before  your  their  own,  which  he  had  secreted  from  them, 

committee,  of  presents  to  a  large  amount  Indeed,  no  man  ever  made  it  a  request,  much 

having  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  less  earnestly  entreated,  "  begged  to  be  per- 

others,  before  the  year  1775,  they  were  not  mitted,"  to  pay  any  persons,  public  or  private, 

able  to  find  distinct  traces  of  that  practice  in  money  that  was  their  own. 

him,  or  any  one  else,  for  a  few  years.  It  appeared  to  your  committee,   that  the 

The  inquiry  set  on  foot  in  Bengal,  by  order  money  offered  for  that  service,  which  was  to 

of  the  court  of  directors,  in  1775,  with  regard  to  forward  the  operations  of  a  detachment  under 

all  corrupt  practices,  and  the  vigour  with  which  Colonel  Camac,  in  an  expedition  against  one 

they  were  for  some  time  pursued,  might  have  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs,   was  not  accepted. 

given  a  temporary  check  to  the  receipt  of  pre-  And  your  committee  having  directed  search 

Bents,  or  might  have  produced  a  more  effectual 

concealment  of  them  ;  and  afterwards  the  car        •  A«r»oT.Hi»   -n    m/*   i     -ws-ri-.  ^,^^i  —    .  *- 
1      •*•        u"  u  u  r  11    1      _*   11     V  Appendix,  B.  No.  1.    Vide  fupplement  to 

— '♦»«»«  which  befell  almost  all  who  were  con-     the  2a  report,  page  7, 
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de  for  any  sums  of  money  paid  into  occasion,  which  prompted  me  to  avail  mjrself 

iry  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  this  service,  of  the  acciderUcU  mean$j  which  were  at  that  in- 

it  notwithstanding  his  assertion  of  stant  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  convert- 

eposited  "  two  lacks  of  rupees,  or  ing  it  to  the  property  and  use  of  the  company ; 

rifle  of  that  sum,  in  the  hands  of  the  and  with  this  brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the 

irer,"  no  entry  whatsoever  of  that  or  subject." 

payment  by  the  governour-general.         The  apology  is  brief  indeed,  considering 
3  in  the  treasury  accounts,  at  or  the  nature  of  the  transaction ;  and,  what  is 
it  time.*     This  circumstance  ap-  more  material  than  its  length  or  its  sbcMrtness, 
iry  striking  to  your  committee,  as  it  is  in  all  points  unsatis&ctory.     The  mat- 
ppearance  in  the  company's  books  of  ter  becomes,  if  possible,  more  obscure  by  his 
)  in  question  must  be  owing  to  one  explanation.    Here  was  money  received  by 
f  these  four  causes :  that  the  asser-  Mr.  Hastings,  which,  according  to  his  own 
!r.  Hastings,  of  his  having  paid  in  judgment,  he  had  no  right  to  receive ;  it  was 
Acks  of  rupees  at  that  time,  was  not  money,  which  **  (but  for  the  occasion  which 
that  the  sub-treasurer  may  receive  prompted  him)  he  could  not  have  accepted ;" 
a  in  deposit  without  entering  them  it  was  money  which  came  into  his,  and  from 
npany's  treasury  accounts  ;  or  that  his  into  the  company's  hands,  by  ways  and 
iry  books  themselves  are  records  not  means  undescribed,  and  from  persons  un- 
bended on ;  or,  lastly,  that  faithfbl  named ;    yet,  though  apprehensive  of  fidsa 
these  books  of  accounts  are  not  conclusions,    and    purposed    misrepresenta- 
xi  to  Europe.     The  defect  of  an  tions,  he  gives  his    employers  no  insight 
responding  with  Mr.  Hastings's  de-  whatsoever  into  a  matter,  which  of  all  others, 
in  eooncil,  can  be  attributed  only  to  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  a  full  and  clear 
906  four  causes ;  of  which  the  want  elucidation. 

ion  in  his  recorded  assertion,  though         Although  he  chooses  to  omit  this  essential 

>eable,  is  the  least  alarming.  point,  he  expresses  the  most  anxious  solici- 

S9th  of  November  following,  Mr.  tude  to  clear  himself  of  the  charges  that  might 

communicated  to  the  court  of  direo-  be  made  against  him,  of  the  artifices  of  osten- 

I  sort  of  notice  of  this  transaction,  t  tation,   and  of  corrupt  influence.     To  dis- 

tter  of  that  date  he  varies,  in  no  cover,  if  possible,  the  ground  for  apprehend- 

reo,  the  aspect,  under  which  the  bu-  ing  such  imputations,  your  committee  adverts 

»eared  in  his  minute  of  consultation  ed  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood  at 

Ji  of  Jraie.    In  his  letter  he  says  to  the  time  :— they  found  that  this  letter  was  des- 

on,  *'  the  subject  is  now  become  patched  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Francis 

die  fair  hopes,  which  I  had  built  took  his  passage  for  England ;  his  fear  of 

prosecution  of  the  Mahratta  war  misrepresentation  may  therefore  allude    to 

blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities  something  which  passed  in  conversation  he- 

V©  befallen  your  presidency  of  fort  tween  him  and  that  gentleman  at  the  time 

re ;  and  changed  the  object  of  our  the  offer  was  made. 

Srom  the  aggrandizement  of  your        It  was  not  easy,  on  the  mere  face  of  his 

its  preservation."     Aflcr  thus  con-  offer,  to  give  an  ill  turn  to  it.     The  act,  as  it 

r  rather  boasting  of  his  motives  to  stands  on  the  minute,  is  not  only  disinterested, 

■mtta  war,  he  proceeds :  "  My  pre-  but  generous,  and  public  spirited.    If  Mr. 

n  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  Hastings  apprehended  misrepresentation  from 

scasion  which  1  have  mentioned"  Mr.  Francis,  or  from  any  other  penKm,  your 

his  offering  a  sum  of  money  for  the  committee  conceive  that  he  did  not  employ 

I  service)  "  is  to  obviate  the  false  proper  means  for  defeating  the  ill  designs  of 

«,   or  purposed  misrepreeentationSf  his  adversaries.     On  the  contrary,  the  course 

f  he  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  he  has  taken,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 

ioR,  or  the  effect  of  corrupt  inftuenee,  rectors,  is  calcuhited  to  excite  doubts  and  sus- 

ig  you  that  the  money,  by  whatever  picions  in  minds  the  most  favourably  disposed 

mne  into  my  possesion,  toas  not  my  to  him.    Some  degree  of  ostentation  is  not 

t  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  extremely  blameable,  at  a  time  when  a  man 

eouid  have  received  it  but  for  the  advances  largelv  from  his  private  fortune  to- 
wards the  public  service.  It  is  human  in- 
firmity  at  the  worst,  and  only  detracts  som*- 

SSiS^C^B.  No.  1.  thing  from  the  lustre  of  an  action  in  it^lf 
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The  kind  of  ostentaaoo  wkkh  fa^nL    They  couUer  the  wUW  pteoMi* 

is  criminal^  and  cnaunai  oaty  becaiw  it  is  iag  as  «x<raordraary  and  n^fMerumB^    Thi]^, 

fxauduleot,  is  where  a  persoo  mdkcs  %  show  however,  do  DotcondemD  ii  with  ai^  reiMih> 

of  giving,  when  m  realitT  be  does  not  ^ve.  able  asperity ;  after  admitting  that  he  nii^ 

This  iaposidoa  is  criminal  more  or  less  ac-  be  iaduced  to  a  temporary  secrecy,  r§apte^ng 

cording  to  the  circumstances.     But  if  the  tke  members  of  Ute  boani,  from  a  fear  of  thiir 

money,  received  to  fiuaish  such  a  pretended  resisting  the  proposed  application,  or  ai^  tff 

fUk,  is  taken  froaa  any  third  person,  without  plication  of  this  money  to  the  eoBipaoy*s  use; 

right  to  tnke  it,  a  new  guilt,  and  a  guik  of  a  yet  they  write  to  the  govemonr-genefal  aaA 

much  worse  (fnahty  and  description,  is  incur-  council  as  fellows  i—*^  It  does  not  appear  to 

red.      The  govemour-genenU,   in  crd»  to  as,  that  there  could  be  any  re^  necessity  fm 

keep  dear  of  ostentation,  on  the  29ch  of  No-  delaying  to  commmunicate  to  U9  immediato 

yesBber,  1780,  declares  that  the  sum  of  money  infersMtion  otjt^ehmmel  by  which  the  money 

which  he  offered  on  the  26th  of  the  preceding  came  into  Mr.  Hastings's  poesession^  witha 

June,  as  his  own,  was  not  his  own,  and  that  complete  illustration  of  the  causo  or  eaossa 

he  had  no  right  to  it.     Clearing  himself  of  of  so  ogtrmardinury  an  event.''     And  again : 

vanity,  he  convicts  himself  of  deceit,  and  of  "the  means  proposed  of  defi<aying  the  estia 

injustice.     The  other  object  of  this  brief  expenses  are  very  extraordinary;    and  the 

apology  was  to  clear  himself  of  csmcpf  tJi/la»-  money,  we  conceive,  must  have  come  iatohif 

eaec.    Of  all  ostentation  he  stands  corapleto-  hantb  by  an  aniMiiaJ  channel ;  and  whennuKS 

ly  acquitted  in  the  month  of  November,  how*  complete  information  comes  befere  us,  we- 

ever  he  might  have  been  faulty  in  that  respect  shall  give  our  sentimeis^  ftilly  on  (he  tonn»> 

in  the  month  of  June  :  but,  with  regard  to  the  action."    And,  speaking  of  (his  and  othss 

other  part  of  the  apprehended  charge,  namely,  dmni^s  uad^  a  similar  description,  they  say, 

corrupt  if\/iuencej  he  gives  no  satis&ctory  so-  "  we  shall  suspend  our  judgment,  without  ap» 

lution — a  great  sum  of  money,  "  not  his  own"  proving  it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceediag 

—money,  to  which  *'  he  had  no  right"— mo-  to  censure  our   govemour-general  fer  tbia 

ney,  which  came  into  his  possession,  *'  by  transaction."    The  expeetatieos  entertainad 

whatever  means  :"-^  this  be  not  money  ob-  by  the  directors  of  a  more  complete  eiqilana* 

tained  by  corrupt  influence,  or  by  something  tion,  were  natural,  and  their  expression  tendsr 

worse,  that  is,  by  violence  or  terrour,  it  will  and  temperate.     But  the  more  complete  in** 

be  difficult  to  fix  upon  circumstances  which  formation,  which    they  naturally  axpectod) 

can  furnish  a  presumption  of  unjustifiable  usa  they  never  have  to  this  day  received, 

of  power  and  influence  in  the  acquisition  of  Mr.  Hastings  wrots  two  more  Inttoca  to 

profit.     The  last  part  of  the  apology — that  he  the  secret  committee  of  the  court  of  directors, 

had  converted  this  money  ("  which  he  had  no  in  which  he  mentions  this  transaction.  *    Tbs 

right  to  receive**)  to  the  company's  use  (so  first,  dated  (as  he  asserts,  and  a  Mr.  Larkias 

for  as.  your  committee  can  discover)  does  no  swears)  on  the  22d  of  May,  1782 ;  the  last, 

toAere  appeccr.    He  speaks,  in  the  minute  of  whidi  accoo^mnied  it,  so  late  as  the  >6thof 

the  26th  of  June,  as  having  then  actually  do-  December,  in  the  same  year.     Thou^  se 

posited  it  for  the  companjrs  service.     In  the  long  an  interval  lay  between  the  transaction 

letter  of  November,  he  says,  tiiat  he  convert-  of  the  26th  of  June,  1780,  and  the  middle  of 

ed  it  to  the  oompaAy's  property :  but  there  is  December,  1782,t  (upwards  of  two  years)  aa 

no  trace,  inthecompuiy's  books,  of  its  being  further  satisfaction  is  given.    He  has  writ^ 

ever  brought  to  their  credit  in  the  expenditure  ten,  since  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter  of  tbs 

for  any  spnoific  servico,  even  if  any  such  entry  court  of  directors  (which  demanded,  what  tkey 

and  expendituro  could  justify  bun  in  taking  had  a  right  to  demand,  a  ckar  explanatioa  q£ 

money,  which  ha  had,,  by  his  own  confessioo,  the  particulars  of  this  sum  of  money,  whidi 

"  no  right  to  reeetve."  he  had  no  right  to  receive)  without  giving 

The  dtreetors  appear  to  have  beoi  deceived  them  any  further  satisfaction.     Instead  5 

by  ^s  representation ;  and  in  their  letter  of'  explanation  or  apology,  he  assumes  a  tenia  of 

January,  1781^,  consider  the  mon^  as  actual-^  complaint  and  reproach  to  the  directors.— fie 

ly  paid  into  tiieir  treasury.*    Even  under  lays  before  them  a  kind  of  an  account  of  pre- 

tiieir  erromr  eonceming  the  application  of  the  sents  received  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 

money,  they  appear  rather  alarmed  than  satis-  SOOjOOOI..  some  at  a  considerabLo  distanoa  of 
fied  with  the  brief  apology  of  the  governouiv 

^  .         ^.     «  »    -  *  Appendix,  B.  No.  3,  aad  No.  6. 
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cine,  and  which  fa»d  not  been  batherto  com-  miasion  of  this  account  mraitioned  in  the  gene- 
mankated  to  the  company.  ral  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  but  in  a  let- 
la  the  letter  whidi  accompanied  that  very  ter  from  himself  to  their  secret  committee, 
fatraordinary  account,  which  then  for  the  first  consistmg  generally  of  two  persons,  bat  at 
time  appeared,  he  discovers  no  small  solici-  most  of  three.     It  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
tade  to  clear  hiasself  from  the  imputation  of  governour-general  states,  "  that  the  despatch 
faanng  thoBe  discoveries  drawn  from  lum  by  of  the  Lively  had  been  protracted  from  time 
the  tMTOors  of  the  parliamentary  inquiries  to  time  ;  that  this  delay  was  of  no  public 
then  on  fi>^.     To  remove  ail  suspicion  of  consequence ;  but  that  it  produced  a  situation, 
aadi  a  moti:v«  for  nnking  these  discoveries,  which,  with  respect  to  himseH*,  he  regarded  as 
Mr.  TfT^»*T"»  swears,  in  an  affidavit  made  b&-  mifortunate,  because  it  exposed  him  to  the 
bn  Mr.  Justice  Hyde,  bewring  even  date  meanest  imputati<ms,  from  the  occasion  whidi 
wUi  the  lettfflT  which  accompanies  the  account,  the  late  parliamentary  inquiries  have  since 
that  is,  of  the  16th  of  December,  1789,  that  furnished ;  but  which  w«re  unknown  when  his 
this  kOer  had  been  written  by  him  on  the  22d  letter  was  writtm."    If  the  govemonr-gene- 
of  BCay,  several  months  before  it  was  des-  ral  bought  his  silence  exposed  him  to  the 
palihiKl       It  appears    that  Mr.  Larkins,*  meanest  imputaHons,  he  had  the  means  in 
fHb  makes  this  voluntary  affidavit,  is  neither  his  own  power  of  avoiding  those  imputations ; 
seersCaiy  to  the  board,  nor  Mr.  Hastings'  he  might  have  sent  this  letter,  dated  the  3td 
prifate  secretary,  but  an  officer  of  the  trea-  May,  by  the  Resolution.    For  we  find,  that 
say  oCBengaL  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Poynting,  of  the  26di 
Mr.  Has^nfs  was  conscious  that  a  qnes-  May,  he  states  it  not  possible  for  him  to  pro- 
tian  wonld  inevitably  arise,  how  he  came  to  ceed  to  sea  with  the  smallest  degree  of  safety 
dsky  the  sending  intelligence  of  so  very  in-  without  a  supply  of  anchors  and  cables ;  and 
larasting  a  nature,  firom  May  to  December  ?  most  earnestly  requests  they  may  be  supplied 
He  theralbre  thinks  it  necessary  to  account  from  Cal<Hitta ;  and  on  the  28th  May,  we  find 
6r  so  suspicious  a  circumstance.    He  tells  a  minute  from  the  secretary  of  the  council, 
the  directors  "  that  the  despatch  of  the  Lively  Mr.  Auriol,  requesting  an  order  of  council  to 
hiring  been  protracted  firom  time  to  time,  the  the  master-attoidant  to  furnish  a  sloop  to 
aeeQmpaB3ring  address,  which  was  originally  carry  down  those  cables ;  which  order  was 
dasigaed  and  prepared  for  that  despatch,  and  accordingly  issued  on  the  30th  May.     There 
as  sdber  nnce  occwrrkig,  has,  of  course,  been  requires  no  other  proof  to  show  that  the  go- 
thns  long  delayed."  vemour-general  had  the  means  of  sending  this 
The  gorversour-general's  letter  is  dated  the  letter  seven  days  after  he  wrote  it,  instead  of 
SSd  May,  and  the  Resolution  was  the  last  delaying  it  for  near  seven  months ;  and  be- 
ihip  of  the  season  despatched  for  Europe,  cause  noconveyance  had  offered.     Yourcom- 
Tfae  pcd>lic  letters  to  the  directors  are  dated  mittee  must  also  remark,  that  the  conveyance 
ths  Ml  May ;  but  it  appears,  by  the  letter  of  by  land  to  Madras  was  certain ;  and,  whilst 
the  commainder  of  the  ship,  that  he  did  not  such  important  operations  were  carrying  on 
rseehre  his  despatches  from  Mr.  Loyd,  then  both  by  sea  and  land  upon  the  ooast,  that  des- 
at  Kedjeree,  until  the  26th  May ;  and  also,  patches  would  be  sent  to  the  admiralty,  or  to 
that  the  pilot  was  not  discharged  fi*om  the  the  company,  was  highly  probable, 
ship  oBtil  the  11th  of  June.     Some  of  these        If  the  letter  of  the  22d  May  had  been  found 
presents  (now  for  the  first  time  acknowledged)  in  the  list  of  the  packets  sent  by  the  Resolu- 
had  been  received  eighteen  months  preceding  tion,  the  govemour-general  would  have  estab- 
ths  dato  of  his  letter ;  none  less  than  four  lished,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  far  be- 
■OBtfas;  so  that,  in  fact,  he  might  have  sent  yond  the  effect  of  any  affidavit,  that  the  letter 
tins  aocomit  by  all  the  ships  of  that  season ;  had  been  written  at  the  time  of  the  date.     It 
kit  the  govemour-general  choose  to  write  this  appears  that  the  Resolution,  being  on  her 
letter  tUrteeo  dajrs  afler  the  determination  in  voyage  to  England,  met  with  so  severe  a  gale 
■ooncil  for  the  despatdi  of  the  last  ship.  of  wind  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  back  to  Bengal, 
It  does  not  ^>pear  that  he  has  given  any  and  to  unload  her  cargo.     This  event  makes 
eoaunonication  whatsoever  to  his  colleagues  no  difference  in  the  state  of  the  transaction, 
in  office  of  those  extra<Mrdinary  transactions.  Whatever  the  cause  of  these  new  discoveries 
Kethinf  appears  oo  the  records  of  the  council  might  have  been,  at  the  time  of  sending  them, 
if  the  receipt  of  the  presents ;  nor  is  the  trans-  the  fact  of  the  parliamentary  inquiry  was  pub- 

Jkdy  known, 
t  Vide  LaxlEiA*s  Affidavit,  appendix,  B.  Ho.  6.        In  the  letter  of  the  above  date  Mr.  Hastings 
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Umeats  tbo  mortification  of  being  reduced  to  was  to  clear  up  such  matters  as  mi^  be  o^    ' 

take  precautions  "  to  guard  his  reputation  jected  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  for  that  porpon 

from  dishonour." — "  If  I  had  (says  he)  at  any  he  had  early  qualified  himself  by  the  produo 

time  possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  tion  to  your  committee  of  his  powers  of  ageii> 

my  immediate  employers,  which  they  have  cy.     The  ignorance  in  which  Mr.  Hastmgi 

never  withheld  firom  the  meanest  of  my  pre-  had  left  his  agent,  was  the  more  striking,  be- 

decessours,  I  should  have  disdained  to  use  cause  he  must  have  been  morally  certain, 

these  attentions."  that,  if  his  conduct  in  these  points  should 

Who  the  meanest  of  Mr.  Hastings's  prede-  have  escaped  animadversion  from  the  court  of 

cessours  were,  does  not  appear  to  your  com-  directors,  it  must  become  an  object  <tf'parlii- 

mittee  :    nor  are  they  able  to  discern  the  mentary  inquiry  ;  for,  in  his  letter  of  the  15tfa 

ground  of  propriety  or  decency  for  his  assum-  December,  1782,  to  the  court  of  directors,  he 

ing  to  himself  a  right  to  call  any  of  them  mean  expressly  mentions  his  fears,  that  those  pu*- 

persons.     But  if  such  mean  persons  have  liamentary  inquiries  might  be  thought  to  ban 

possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  fi'om  his  extorted  from  him  the  confessions  whidi  bt 

immediate  employers,    which  for  so  many  had  made. 

years  he  had  not  possessed  **  at  any  time/*         Tour  committee,  however,  entering  on  s 
inferences  must  have  been  drawn  from  thence  more  strict  examination  concerning  the  twi 
▼ery  unfavourable  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  lacks   of  rupees,  which  Mr.  Hastings  d^ 
parties,  or  perhaps  to  both.     The  attentions,  clares  he  had  no  right  to  take,  but  had  takea^ 
which  he  practises  and  disdains,  can  in  this  fi'om   some  person  then    unknown,  Major 
case  be  of  no  service  to  himself,  his  employ-  Scott  recollected  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  in  s 
era,  or  the  public;  the  only  attention  at  all  letter  of  the  7th  December,  1782,  (in  whidi 
effectual  towards  extenuating,  or  in  some  de-  he  refers  to  some  former  letter)  acquainted 
gree  atoning  for,  the  guilt  of  having  taken  him  with  the  name  of  the  person,  firom  whom 
money  from  individuals  illegally,  was,  to  be  he  had  received  those  two  lacks  of  rupees, 
full  and  fair  in  his  confession  of  all  the  par-  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  June,  1780.    It 
ticulars  of  his  offence.     This  might  not  ob-  turned  out  to  be  the  rajah  of  Benares,  the  un* 
tain  that  confidence,  which  at  no  time  he  has  fortunate  Cheyt  Sing, 
enjoyed ;  but  still  the  company  and  the  nation         In  the  single  instance  in  whidfi  Mr.  Scott 
might  derive  essential  benefit  from  it ;  the  di-  seemed  to  possess  intelligence  in  this  mat- 
rectors  might  be  able  to  afford  redress  to  the  ter,  he  is  preferred  to  the  court  of  directors, 
sufferers ;  and  by  his  laying  open  the  con-  Under  their  censure  as  Mr.  Hastings  was, 
cealed  channels  of  abuse,  means  might  be  fur-  and  as  he  felt  himself  to  be,  for  not  informing 
nished  for  the  better  discovery,  and  possibly  them  of  the  channel  in  whidi  he  received  that 
for  the  prevention,  or  at  least  for  the  restraint,  money,  he  perseveres  obstinately  and  con- 
of  a  practice  of  the  most  dangerous  nature;  a  teraptuously  to  conceal  it  from  them ;  though 
practice,  of  which  the  mere  prohibition,  with-  he  thought  fit  to  entrust  his  agent  with  the 
out  the  means  of  detection,  must  ever  prove,  secret. 
as  hitherto  it  had  proved,  altogether  fi'ivolous.         Tour  committee  were  extremely  struck 

Tour  committee,  considering  that  so  long  a  with  this  intelligence.     They  were  totally 

time  had  elapsed  without  any  of  that  informs^  unacquainted  with  it,  when  they  presented  to 

tion  which  the  directora  expected,  and  perceiv-  the  house  the  supplement  to  their  second  re- 

ing  that  this  receipt  of  sums  of  money,  under  port  on  the  aflTaire  of  Cheyt  Sing.     A  gift 

colour  of  gift,  seemed  a  growing  evil,  ordered  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  fi'om  Um  rajah  of 

the  attendance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  agent,  Ma-  Benares  gave  rise,  in  their  minds,  to  serious 

jor  Scott.     They  had  found,  on  former  occa-  reflections  on  the  condition  of  the  princes  of 

sions,  that  this  gentleman  was  furnished  with  India  subjected  to  the  British  authority.    Mr. 

much  more  early  and  more  complete  intelli-  Hastings  was,  at  the  very  time  of  receiving 

gence  of  the  company's  affairs  in  India  than  this  gift,  in  the  course  of  making,  on  the  ra- 

was  thought  proper  for  the  court  of  directors  ;  jah  of  Benares,  a  series  of  demands,  unfound- 

they,  therefore,   examined    him    concerning  ed  and  unjustifiable,  and  constantly  growing, 

every  particular  sum  of  money,  the  receipt  of  in  proportion  as  they  were  submitted  to.   To 

whidi  Mr.  Hastings  had  confessed  in  his  ac-  these  demands  the  rajah  of  Benares,  besides 

count.    It  was  to  their  surprise  that  Mr.  his  objections  in  point  of  right,  constantly  set 

Scott  professed  himself  perfectly  uninstructed  up  a  plea  of  poverty.    Presents  fi'om  persons 

upon  almost  every  part  of  the  subject,  though  who  hold  up  poverty  as  a  shield  against  extor- 

tfao  express  object  of  his  mission  to  England  tion  can  scarcely,  in  any  case,  be  considervi^ 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  Bi 

IS  gratuitouSi  whether  the  plea  of  poverty  be  the  ordinary  roods  fbr  their  advantaffe ;  and 

rue  or  false.    In  this  case,  the  presents  might  all  this  on  the  credit  of  supplies,  derived  from 

lave  beoi  bestowed,  if  not  with  an  assurance,  the  gift  of  a  man  whom  he  treats  with  the  ut- 

it  least  with  a  rational  hope  of  some  mitiga^  most  severity,  and  whom  he  accuses,  in  this 

ioo  in  the  expressive  requisiticms  that  were  particular,  of  disaffection  to  the  company's 

nade  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  fw,  to  give  much  cause  and  interests. 

t>luitarily,  when  it  is  known  that  much  will  With  23,0002.  of  the  rajah's  money  in  his 

« taken  away  forcibly,  is  a  thing  absurd  and  pocket,  he  persecutes  him  to  his  destruction  ; 

mpoosible.     On  the  other  hand,  the  accept-  assigning  for  a  reason,  that  his  reliance  on  the 

mce  of  that  gift  by  Mr.  Hastings  must  have  rajs^'s  faith,  and  his  breach  of  it,  were  the 

iledged  a  tacit  &ith  for  some  degree  of  indul-  principal  causes  that  no  other  provision  was 

>eaee  towards  the  donor  :  if  it  was  a  free  gift,  made  for  the  detachment,  on  the  specific  ezpe- 

pratitode ;  if  it  was  a  bargain,  justice  obliged  dition  to  which  the  rajah's  specific  money  was 

DM  to  it.     If,  <»  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Hast*  to  be  applied ;  the  rajah  had  given  it  to  be  dis- 

ings  originally  destined  (as  be  says  he  did)  posed  of  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  if  it  was  not 

thn  money,  given  to  himself  secretly,  and  for  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  for  the  aocom- 

Ins  private  emolument,  to  the  use  of  the  com-  plishing  his  objects,  the  accuser  himself  is  the 

paay,  to  the  company's  favour,  to  whom  he  criminal. 

acted  as  trustee,  ought  to  have  been  purchased  To  take  money  for  the  forbearance  of  a  just 

by  it.    In  honour  and  justice  he  bound  and  demand  would  have  been  corrupt  cmly  :  but 

pledged  himself  for  that  power,  which  was  to  to  urge  unjust  public  demands ;  to  accept  pri<* 

profit  by  the  gift,  and  to  profit  too  in  the  sue-  vate  pecuniary  favours  in  the  course  of  those 

cess  of  an  expedition,  which  Mr.  Hastings  demands ;  and,  on  the  pretence  of  delay  or 

thought  so  necessary  to  their  aggrandizement.  refUsal,  without  mercy  to  persecute  a  bene- 

Hie  unhappy  man  found  his  money  accepted,  factor ;  to  refuse  to  hear  his  remonstrances ; 

Imt  DO  favour  acquired  on  the  part  either  df  to  arrest  him  in  his  capital,  in  his  palace,  in 

the  company  or  of  Mr.  Hastings.  the  face  of  all  the  people  ; — thus  to  give  oc- 

Tour  committee  have,  in  another  report,  casion  to  an  insurrection,  and,  on  pretext  of 

stated  to  the  house,  that  Mr.  Hastings  attri-  that  insurrection,  to  refuse  all  treaty  or  expla- 

buted  the  extremity  of  distress,  which  the  de-  nation :  to  drive  him  from  his  government  and 

tachments  under  Colonel  Camac  had  suffered,  his  country ;  to  proscribe  him  in  a  general 

and  the  great  desertions  which  ensued  on  that  amnesty ;  and  to  send  him  all  over  India,  a 

expedition,  to  the  want  of  punctuality  of  the  fugitive,  to  publish  the  shame  of  British  gov- 

rajah  in  making  payment  of  one  c^  the  sums  emment  in  all  the  nations  to  whom  he  suo- 

wfaicfa  had  been  extorted  from  him ;  and  this  cessively  fled  for  refuge :  these  are  proceeds 

want  of  punctual  payment  was  afterwards  as-  ings  to  which,  for  the  honour  of  human  nature, 

signed  as  a  principal  reason  for  the  ruin  of  this  it  is  hoped  few  parallels  are  to  be  found  in 

prince.     Tour  committee  have  shown  to  the  history ;  and  in  which  the  illegality  and  cor- 

house,  by  a  comparison  offsets  and  dates,  that  ruption  of  the  acts  form  the  smallest  part  of 

this  charge  is  wholly  without  foundation.  But  the  mischief. 

if  the  cause  of  Colonel  Camac's  failure  had  Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  sum  e<m» 

beea  true  as  to  the  sum,  which  was  the  object  fened  to  be  taken  as  a  present  by  Mr.  Hast- 

of  the  public  demand,  the  failure  could  not  be  ings,  since  the  year  1775  ;  and  such  are  its 

attributed  to  the  rajah,  when  he  had  on  the  consequences.    Mr.  Hastings  apologizes  for 

hutani  privately  furnished,  at  least  23,000/.  to  this  action  by  declaring,  "  that  he  would  not 

Mr.  Hastings ;  that  is,  furnished  the  identical  have  received  the  money  but  for  the  occasion, 

money  which  he  tells  us  (but  carefully  conceal-  which  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the 

lag  the  name  of  the  giver)  he  had  from  the  be-  accidental  means  which  were  at  that  instant 

ginning  destined,  as  he  afterwards  publicly  affbrded' him,  of  accepting  and  converting  it 

offered,  for  this  very  expedition  of  Colonel  to  the  use  of  the  company."*    By  this  ao- 

Camac's.     The  complication  of  fraud  and  count  he  considers  the  act  as  excusable  only 

cruelty  in  the  transaction  admits  of  few  par-  by  the  particular  occasion,  by  the  temptation 

allels.     Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  council  board  of  accidental  means,  and  by  the  suggestion  of 

of  Bengal,  displays  himself  as  a  zealous  ser-  the  inglant.  How  far  this  is  the  case,  appears 

vant  of  the  company,  bountifully  giving  from  by  the  very  next  paragraph  of  this  letter,  in 

Us  own  fortune ;  and  in  his  letter  to  the  di-  which  the  account  is  given,  and  in  which  the 

rectors  (as  he  says  himself)*  as  going  out  of  apology  is  made.    If  these  were  his  opinions 

e  Yfcla  app.  B.  No.  1.  *  Vide  app.  B.  No.  1. 
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in  June,  ITSO,  they  lasted  bat  a  Torj  short  taken  for  it.    When  the  company^  trearaiy 

time  :  his  accidental  means  appear  to  be  accounts  are  compared  with  the  proceedingi 

growing  habitual.  of  their  council-general,  a  perfect  correspoad- 

To  point  out  in  a  clear  manner,  the  spirk  ence  also  appears.'*'    The  three  bonds  are  thto 

of  the  second  money  transaction  to  which  entered  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  is  creditoi 

your  committee  adverted,  which  is  represent^  for  principal  and  interest  on  them,  in  the  at* 

ed  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  having  some  *^  afinity  act  terms  of  the  ordor.     9o  fin-  the  officiil 

with  the  fbrmor  anecdaUi***  (for  in  this  light  accoonts ;  which,  because  of  their  perfect  ha^ 

kind  of  phrase  he  chooses  to  express  himself    mony,  are  considered  as  clear  and  ooamstflat 

to  his  masters)  your  committee  think  it  ne*  evidence  to  one  body  of  fact. 

cessary  to  state  to  the  house,  diat  the  bosi*  The  second  sort  of  documebtf  relain«  t* 

BOSS,  namely,  this  business,  which  was  tba  these  bonds  (though  die  first  in  order  cCtiiM) 

second  object  of  their  inquiry,  appears  in  three  Ss  Mr.  Hastings^l  letter  of  the  £9th  of  Novini> 

different  papers,  and  in  three  different  lights  •  ber,  1780.    It  is  written  between  the  time  sf 

<m  comparing  these  authorities,  in  every  one  the  expenctiture  of  the  money  for  liie  cempsf 

of  whidi  Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  the  vocidier,  ny's  use,  and  the  taking  of  the  bondk    Hen, 

if  one  of  the  three  be  true,  the  other  two  must  for  the  first  time,  a  very  aaterial  difaeaw 

necessarily  be  false.  appears ;  and  the  difference  is  die  more  Strik* 

These  three  authorities,!  which  your  com-  ing,  because  Mr.  Hastings  claimed  the  «Mi 

■rittee  has  accurately  compared,  are,  first,  his  money  as  his  own,  and  took  bonds  for  it  ii 

minutes  on  the  consultations;  secondly,  bis  Mch,  afterlida  representation.    The  l^terto 

letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  on  the  29th  of  the  company  discovers,  that  part  of  the  money 

November,  1780 ;  thirdly,  his  account,  tran»-  (the  whole  ^  which  he  had  declared  on  reeoid 

Butted  on  the  16th  of  December,  1782.  to  be  his  own,  and  for  which  he  had  takes 

About  eight  months  afler  the  first  transao-  bonds)  was  not  his,  bcit  the  property  of  his 

tion{  relative  to  Che3rt  Sing,  and  which  is  masters,  from  whom  be  had  taken  the  seen- 

fust  reported,  that  is,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  rity.    It  is  no  less  remarkable,  that  the  letter, 

1781,  Mr.  Hastings  produced  a  demand  to  the  which  represents  the  money  as  belongfaig  to 

council  for  money  of  his  own,  expended  for  the  company,  was  written  about  six  weeks  be* 

the  company's  service.  fore  the  minute  of  council,  in  which  he  claims 

Here  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy.    Mr.  that  money  as  his  own.    It  is  this  letter  od 

Francis  was  on  his  passage  to  Europe ;  Mr.  which  your  committee  is  to  remark. 

Wheler  was  alone  left,  who  no  longer  dis-  Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving  his  reasons!  for 

sented  from  any  thing ;  Mr.  Hastings  was  in  die  application  of  the  diree  lades  of  rupees, 

effect  himself  the  whole  council.    He  de-  tnd  for  his  having  for  some  time  concealed 

Glared,  that  he  had  disbursed  three  lacks  of  the  fiict,  sa3rs,  "  two-thirds  of  that  smn  I  have 

rupeesi,  that  is,  thirty-four  thousand  five  hun-  raised  by  my  cwn  creditf  and  shall  diarge  it  in 

dred  pounds,  in  secret  services ;  which  having  my  official  account ;  fhe  other  ffurd  I  have  sup- 

(he  says)  '*been  advanced  from  my  oion  pri-  plied  fl-om  die  cash  in  my  hand,  belonging  to 

vote  edah,  I  request  that  the  same  may  be  re-  the  honotrrable  company." 

paid  to  me  in  the  fbllowing  manner  :** — ^He  The  house  will  observe,  that  in  November, 

axscordingly  desires  three  bonds,  for  a  lack  of  he  tells  the  directors,  that  he  ^hall  charge  only 

sicca  rupees  each,  to  he  given  to  him  in  two  two^hirds  in  his  official  aoconnts  :  in  me  fi>K 

of  the  company's  subscriptions  •,  one  to  bear  lowing  January  he  charges  the  ioftoie.§    For 

interest  on  the  eight  per  cent,  loan,  the  other  the  other  third  (although  he  admitted  that  to 

two  in  the  four  per  cent.     The  bonds  were  belong  to  the  company)  we  have  seen  that  he 

antedated  to  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  takes  a  bond  to  himself. 

October.  It  is  material  that  he  tells  the  company,  in 

On  the  9th  of  the  same  month,*  that  is,  on  his  letter,  that  these  two  lacks  of  rupees  wa« 

the  9th  of  January,  1781,  the  three  bonds  were  reused  on  Ms  credit.    His  letter  to  the  council 

accordingly  ordered :  so  far  the  whole  trans-  says,  that  they  were  advanced  from  his  pri- 

action  appears  clear,  and  of  a  piece.  Private  vate  cash.   What  he  raises  on  his  credit,  may, 

money  is  subscribed,  and  a  public  security  is  on  a  fair  construction,  be  considered  as  lui 

own :  but  in  this  too  he  fails ;  for  it  is  oertaiB 
*  Vide  app.  B.  No.  1. 

t  App.  B.  No.  8.    App.  B.  No.  1.    App.  B.  •Appendix  B.  No.  9. 

*A       I,  *T    «  f  Appendix  B.  No.  1. 

t  App.  B.  No.  8.  i  Vide  appen(Jix  B.  No.  1. 

f  AppendU  B.  Na.  S  {  Vide  appendix  B.  No. «. 
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be  hu  never  transferred  these  bonds  to  any  now  it  comes  out,  that  that  bond  also  wM  tak* 

creditor ;  nor  has  he  stated  any  sum  he  has  en  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  company  for 

paid,  or  for  which  he  stands  indebted,  on  that  money,  which  he  declares  he  had  received  on 

aooooat,  to  any  specific  person.    Indeed,  it  the  company's  account ;  and  that  ha  entered 

Has  oat  of  his  power ;  for  the  first  two-thirds  himself  as  creditor,  when  he  ought  to  hava 

of  the  money,  which  he  formerly  stated  as  made  himself  debtor. 

raised  upoo  his  own  credit,  he  now  confesses  .    Your  committee  examined  Major  Scott 
to  hare  been  fipom  the  beginning  the  compa-  concerning  this  money,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
ay's  property ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  must  have  obtained  in  some  clandestine  and 
been  raised  on  his  private  credit,  or  borrowed  irregular  mode ;  but  they  couki  obtain  no  in> 
from  any  p«raoB  whatsoever.  formation  of  the  persons  firom  whom  it  was 
To  these  two  accounts,'*'  thus  essentially  taken,  nor  of  the  occasion  or  pretence  for  tak* 
varying,  be  has  added  a  third,  varying  at  least  ing  this  large  sum ;  nor  does  any  order  of 
as  essentially  from  both.  In  his  last,  or  third  council  appear  for  its  application  to  any  ser- 
accsant,  which  is  a  statement  of  all  the  sums  soever  it  was)  relative  to  this  bond  is  covered 
he  has  received  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  vice.    The  wfade  of  the  transaction  (vHiat- 
anl  confessed  to  be  the  company's  property,  with  the  thickest  obscurity. 
heNverses  the  items  of  his&st  account;  and,        Mr.  Hastings,*  to  palliate  the  Uame  of  his 
iastead  of  allowing  the  company  but  caae-third,  conduct,  declares  that  he  has  not  received  any 
and  *J*M»iiwg  two-thirds  for  himself,  he  enters  interest  on  these  bonds ;  and  that  he  has  en- 
two  of  the  bottds,t  each  for  a  lack  of  rupees,  dorsed  them  as  not  belonging  to  himself,  but 
as  bdonging  to  the  company ;  of  the  third  to  the  company.    As  to  the  first  part  of  this 
koMd,  wUch  appears  so  distinctly  in  the  con-  allegation,  whether  he  received  the  interest, 
«)^ft|M»,  and  in  the  treasury  accounts,  not  or  let  it  remain  in  arrear,  is  a  matter  of  indig- 
ene word  is  said ;  ten  thousand  pounds  is  ah-  ference,  as  he  entitled  himself  to  it ;  and,  so 
aori>ed,  sinks,  and  disiqipears  at  once ;  and  no  far  as  the  legal  security  he  has  taken  goes,  he 
explanation  w^tever  conc^ming  it  is  given,  may,  whenever  he  pleases,  dispose  both  of 
BSr.  Hastings  seems  not  yet  to  have  decided  principal  and  interest.  What  he  has  endorsed 
to  H^iose  account  it  ou^  to  be  placed.    In  on  the  bonds,  or  when  he  made  the  endoise- 
dns  manner  his  debt  to  the  company,  or  the  ment,  or  whether  in  &ct  he  has  made  it  at  all, 
eompany  to  him,  is  just  what  he  thinks  fit.—  are  matters  known  only  to  himself;  for  the 
la  a  single  article  he  has  varied  three  times,  bonds  must  be  in  his  possession,  and  are  no 
la  one  account  he  states  the  whole  to  be  his  where  by  him  stated  to  be  given  up  or  can- 
own  ;  in  another  he  claims  two-thirds ;  in  the  celled ;  which  is  a  thing  very  remarkable, 
last  he  gives  up  the  claim  of  the  two-thirds,  when  he  confesses  that  he  had  no  right  to  re- 
aad  says  nothing  of  the  remaining  portion.  oeive  them. 

To  make  amends,  however,  for  the  sup-        These  bonds  make  but  a  part  of  the  ao- 

pressioo  of  this  third  bond,  given  with  the  two  oountf  of  private  receipts  of  money  by  Mr. 

others  in  January,  1781,  and  antedated  to  the  Hastings,  formerly  paid  into  the  treasury  as 

beginaing  of  OOober,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  his  own  property,  and  now  allowed  not  to  be 

above-mentioned  general  account,|  sid>joined  so.   This  account  brings  into  view  other  very 

to  bis  letter  of  the  22d  May,  1782,  has  brought  remarkable  matters  of  a  similar  natiiie  and 

to  the  company's  credit  a  new  bond.  description. 

This  bond  is  for  17,000{.    It  was  taken        In  the  public  records,^  a  sum  of  not  less 

from  the  company  (and  so  it  appears  on  the  than  23,871Z.  is  set  to  his  credit  as  a  deposit 

treasury  accounts)  on  the  23d  of  November,  for  his  private  account,  paid  in  by  him  into 

1780.  He  took  no  notice  of  this  when,  in  the  treasury  in  gold,  and  coined  at  the  oom- 
Jaanary  following,  he  called  upon  his  own     pany's  mint.     This  appears,  in  the  account 

eouncil  for  the  three  others.  What  is  more  furnished  to  the  directors,  under  the  date  of 
extraordinary,  he  was  equally  silent  with  re-  May,  1782,§  not  to  be  lawfblly  his  money,  and 
gard  to  it,  when,  only  six  days  after  its  date,     he  therefore  transfers  it  to  the  company's 

he  wrote  coaeendag  the  subject  of  the  three  credit :  it  still  remains  as  a  deposit. 
odter  b<»ds  to  the  court  of  directMs:  yet 

•  Yide  Mr.  Hastings's,  account  In  appendix 
*  Appendix.  B.  No.  4.    The  gov.  c»neral*s  ac-     B.  No.  4. 
ceomofmoneysreceived,  dated  990  May,  1701.        fVide  Mr.  Hastings's  account,   dated  sad 
f  Also  appendix  B.  No.  9.    The  auditors  ac-     May,  1783,  in  appendix  B.  No.  4. 
wm  of  bonds  moted  to  the  govk  geasraL  i  vide  above  appendix,  and  B.  No.  3. 

tVUe  appendix  B.  No.  A.  \  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  4. 

Vol.  m.— 6 
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That  the  houM  may  be  apprized  of  the  na-  iterling ;— a  vast  smn  to  be  so  obtuned,  ■! 

ture  of  this  article  of  deposit,  it  may  not  be  so  loosely  accounted  for ! — If  the  money  takn 

improper  to  state,  that  the  company  receive  from  the  rajah  of  Benares  be  added  {u  it 

into  their  treasury  the  cash  of  private  persons,  ouj^)  it  will  raise  the  sum  to  upwards  of  ll6f 

placed  there  as  in  a  bank.    On  this  no  inter-  OOCX.    If  the  11,60(V.  bond  in  Oetoberbeadd- 

est  is  paid,  and  the  party  depositing  has  a  ed,  it  will  be  upwards  of  1S8,000{.  received  ia     - 

right  to  receive  it  upon  demand.     Under  this  a  secret  manner  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  akot 

head  of  account,  no  public  money  is  ever  en-  one  year  and  five  months.     To  all  tiiese  bs 

tered.     Mr.  Hastings,  neither  at  making  the  adds  another  sum  of  one  hundred  thonstod     i 

deposit  as  his  own,  nor  at  the  time  of  his  dis-  pounds,  received  as  a  present  from  the  soubsh 

closure  of  the  real  proprietor,  (which  he  makes  of  Oude.     Total,  upwards  of  228,00(X.  « 

to  be  the  company,)  has  given  any  informa*         Your  committee  find,  that  this  last  u  the 

tion  of  the  persons  firom  whom  this  money  only  sum  the  giver  of  which  Mr.  Hastings 

had  been  received.    Mr.  Scott  was  applied  has  thought  proper  to  declare.    It  is  to  be  ob-     i 

to  by  your  committee,  but  could  not  give  any  served,  that  he  did  not  receive  this  100,0001     - 

more  satisfaction  in  this  particular  than  in  in  money,  but  in  bills  on  a  great  native  mooey     x 

those  relative  to  the  bonds.  dealer,  resident  at  Benares,  and  who  has  aho 

The  title  of  the  account  of  the  22d  May  an  house  at  Calcutta;  he  is  called  Gop&lDftt. 

purports  not  only  that  those  sums  were  paid  The  negotiation  of  these  bills  tended  to  maks 

into  the  company's  treasury  by  Mr.  Hastings's  a  discovery  not  so  difficult  as  it  would  havs     i 

order,  but  that  they  were  applied  to  the  com-  been  in  odber  cases.    With  regard  to  the  ip- 

pany's  service.    No  service  is  specified,  di-  plication  of  this  last  sum  of  money,  whidi  is 

rectly  or  by  any  reference,  to  whidi  this  great  said  to  be  carried  to  the  Durbar  charges  cf 

sum  of  money  has  been  applied.  April,  1782,  your  committee  are  not  enabled 

Two  extraordinaiT  articles  follow  this,  in  to  make  any  enervations  on  it,  as  the  aocooot 

the    May    account,^   amounting    to    about  (^  that  period  has  not  yet  arrived. 
29,0002.     These  articles  are  called  receipts        Tour  committee  have,  in  another  report, 

of  Durbar  charges.     The  general  head  for  remarked  fully  upon  roost  of  the  circumstaa* 

Durbar  charges,  made  by  persons  in  office  ces  of  this  extraordinary  transaction.    Here 

when  analyzed  into  the  particulars,  contains  they  only  bring  so  much  of  these  circumstan- 

various  expenses,  including  bounties  and  pre-  ces  again  into  view  as  may  serve  to  throw 

sents  made  by  government,  chiefly  in  the  for-  light  upon  the  true  nature  of  the  sums  of  mo- 

aign  department :  but  in  the  last  account  he  ney  taken  by  British  subjects  in  power,  under 

confesses  that  this  sum  also  is  not  his,  but  the  the  name  of  preaentt;  and  to  ri^w  how  ftr 

company's  property :  but,  as  in  all  the  rest,  they  are  entitled  to  that  description  in  and 

so  in  this,  he  carefully  conceals  the  means  by  sense,  which  can  (airly  imply,  in  the  pretcnd- 

which  he  acquired  the  money,  the  time  of  his  ed  donors,  either  willingness  or  ability  to 

taking  it,  and  the  persons  from  whom  it  was  give.     The  condition  of  Uie  bountiful  parties, 

taken.     This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  be-  who  are  not  yet  discovered,  may  be  conjectur- 

cause,  in  looking  over  the  journals  and  ledgers  ed  from  the  state  of  those  who  have  beeo 

of  the  treasury,  the  presents  received  and  car-  made  known ;  as  &r  as  that  state  any  where 

ried  to  the  account  of  the  company  (which  appears,  their  generosity  is  found  in  propor- 

were  generally  small  and  complimental)  were  tion,  not  to  the  opulence  they  possess,  or  to 

precisely  entered,  with  the  name  of  the  giver,  the  fiivours  they  receive,  but  to  the  indigence 

Tour  committee,  on  turning  to  the  account  they  feel,  and  the  insults  they  are  exposed  to. 

of  Durbar  charges,  in  the  ledger  of  that  The  house  will   particularly  attend  to  the 

month,  find  the  sura,  as  stated  in  the  account  situation  of  the  principal  giver,  the  sonbah 

of  May  22d,  to  be  indeed  paid  in ;  but  there  of  Oude. 

is  no  specific  application  whatsoever  entered.         **  When  the  knife  (says  he)  had  penetrat- 

The  account  of  the  whole  money  thus  clan-  ed  to  the  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded  with 

destinely  received,  as  stated  on  the  22d  of  heavy  distresses,  that  I  could  no  longer  live 

May,  1782  (and  for  a  great  part  of  which,  in  expectations,  I  wrote  you  an  account  of 

Mr.  Hastings  to  that  time  took  credit  for,  and  my  difficulties. 

for  the  rest  has  accounted  in  an  extraordinary         "  The  answer  which  I  have  received  to  it, 

manner  as  his  own)  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  is  such,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible 

upwards    of  nine^-three  thousand  pounds  grief  and  affliction.     I  never  had  the  least 

idea  or  expectation  firom  you  and  the  coimeili 

♦  VWeapp-ndix  B.  No.  4.  that  you  would  ever  have  given  your  oidert 
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Sicting  a  maimer,  in  whidi  you  never  who  have  always  exerted  my  yery  life  in  the 

nrote,  and  which  I  could  not  have  ima-  service  of  the  English,  attigned  over  to  them  aU 

As  I  am  resolved  to  obey  your  or*  the  reaovtce*  left  in  my  country ,  stopped  my 

d  directions  of  the  council,  without  very  household  expenses,  together  with  the 

y,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  have,  agreeably  jaghires  of  my  servants  and  dependants,  to  the 

ordere,  delivered  up  all  my  private  amount  of  98,98,375  rupees.     Besides  this, 

0  him  (the  resident),  that  when  he  astothe  jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother, 
re  examined  my  receipts  and  expen-  and  uncle,  which  were  granted  to  them  for 
eqftakevjhatever  remains.  As  I  know  their  support,  a^reeoft/e  to  engagementtf  you 
ny  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the  company  are  the  matters ;  if  the  council  have  sent  or- 
icil,  I  have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  ders  for  the  stopping  their  jaghiers  also,  stop 
;  but  requested  of  him  that  it  might  them.  I  have  no  resources  left  in  my  coun- 
so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my  nece9-  try,  and  have  no  friends  by  me,  being  even 
enaes  ;  there  being  no  other  (unds  but  distressed  in  my  daily  subsistence.  I  have 
r  the  expenses  of  my  mutseddies,  some  elephants,  horses,  and  the  booses  whidi 
d  expenses,  and  servants,  &c.  He  I  inhabit ;  if  they  can  be  of  any  service  to  my 
td  these  in  such  a  manner,  that,  being  friends,  they  are  ready.  Whenever  you  can 
M,  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  discover  any  resources,  seize  upon  them ;  I 
red.  He  has  accordingly  stepped  the  shall  not  interfere  to  prevent  you.  In  my 
of  wty  old  servants  for  thirty  years^  present  distress  for  my  daily  expenses,  I  was 
sepoys,  mtUseddieSj  or  household  ser~  in  hopes  that  they  would  have  excused  some 
td  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  hxtch-  part  of  my  debt.  Of  what  use  is  it  for  me  to 
Our  with  the  jaghires  of  my  grands  relate  my  situation,  which  is  known  to  the 
tnoAer  and  auntSf  and  of  my  brothers  whole  world  ?  This  much  is  sufficient.** 
mdantSf  wludi  were  for  their  support.  The  truth  of  all  these  representations  is  no 
ised  1,300  horse,  and  three  battalions  where  contested  by  Mr.  Hastings.  It  is  in- 
ys,  to  attend  upon  me ;  but  as  I  have  deed  admitted  in  something  stronger  than 
irces  to  support  them,  I  have  been  words ;  for,  upon  account  of  the  nabob's  con- 
to  remove  the  people  stationed  in  the  dition,  and  the  no  less  distressed  condition  of 
[districts]  and  to  send  his  people  [the  his  dominions,  he  thought  it  fit  to  withdraw 
*B  people]  into  the  mahals ;  so  that  I  from  him  and  them  a  large  body  of  the  eom- 
t  now  one  single  servant  about  me. —  pany's  troops,  together  with  all  the  English  of 
[  mention  to  what  fiirther  difficulties  a  civil  description,  who  were  found  no  less 
leen  reduced,  it  would  lay  me  open  to  burthensome  than  the  military.  This  was 
It."  done  on  the  declared  inability  of  the  country 
Mr  parts  of  this  long  remonstance,  as  any  longer  to  support  them ;  a  country  not 
n  other  remonstrances  no  less  serious,  much  inferior  to  England  in  extent  and 
**  that  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  save  fertility ;  and,  till  lately  at  least,  its  equal  in 
alive ;  that  in  all  his  affairs  Mr,  population  and  culture. 

«  had  given  fuU  powers  to  the  gentle-  It  was  to  a  prince,  in  a  state  so  far  remote 

f,  (meaning  the  English  resident  and  from  freedom,  authority,  and  opulence,   so 

Is)  who  have  done  whatever  they  chose,  penetrated  with  the  treatment  he  bsid  received, 

1  continue  to  do  it.  I  never  expected  and  the  behaviour  he  had  met  with  from  Mr. 
'.  would  have  brought  me  into  such  ap-  Hastings,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  chosen  to  at- 
ioo,  and  into  so  weak  a  state,  without  tribute  a  disposition  so  very  generous  and  mu- 
te me  on  any  one  of  those  subjects,  since  nificent  as,  of  his  own  free  grace  and  mere  mo- 
ot the  smallest  connection  with  any  bo-  tion,  to  make  him  a  present,  at  one  donation,  of 
ipt  yourself.  I  am  in  such  distress,  upwards  of  100,000i.  sterling.  This  vast  pri- 
r  and  night,  that  I  see  not  the  smallest  vate  d(mation  was  given  at  the  moment  <^  vast 
t  of  deliverance  from  it  since  you  are  instant  demands,  severely  exacted  on  account 
leased  with  me  as  not  to  honour  me  of  the  company,  and  accumulated  on  immense 
ingle  letter."  debts  to  the  same  body ;  and  all  taken  from  a 
odier  remonstrance  he  thus  expresses  ruined  prince,  and  almost  desolated  territory. 
:  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  the  firmness,  with 
•  tffiurs  of  this  world  are  unstable,  all  possible  ease  and  appar«it  unconcern,  to 
■  pass  away ;  it  would  therefore  be  in-  request  permission  from  the  directors  to  legal- 
t  on  the  English  gentlemen  to  show  ize  ihin  forbidden  present  for  his  own  use.«— 
iendship  for  me  in  my  neeesnties,    I,  This  he  has  had  the  courage  to  do,  at  a  time 
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wbiiibehta«biiodantreaM>ntok>okfor,  wInC  January,  178S,  thinks  fit  to  deekra,  tiat «« 

lie  has  since  received,  their  censure  for  many  offer  <^  a  very  coosideraUe  sooi  of  aMoiy  hm 

■laterial  parts  of  his  conduct  towards  the  pe<^  made  to  him,  both  on  the  part  of  the  nabohaai 

pie  from  whose  wasted  substance  this  pretend-  hisministers,asa/v«wn<,ioAi«fc/MAatfseeqifai( 

sd  free  gift  was  drawn.    He  does  not  pretend  withinUh$akatmn,"    The  plea  of  lus  pretniM 

that  he  has  reason  to  expect  the  smallest  do-  aeoessity  is  of  no  avail.     The  present  w«  mt 

gree  of  partiality,  in  this  or  any  other  point,  u  ready  money,  nor,  as  your  conunittee  em- 

from  the  court  of  directors.    For,  besides  his  eeive,  applicabie  to  his  immediate  neosssitits. 

compUiot  first  stated,  of  having  never  possess  Even  has  credit  was  not  bettered  by  Mis  il 

sd  their  confidence,   in  a  lata    letter*   (in  long  periods ;  he  does  not  pretend  that  In 

which,  notwithstanding  the  censures  of  par«  raised  any  money  upon  them  ;  nor  is  it  ca»> 

Uament,  he  magnifies  his  own  conduct)  he  eeiveable  that  a  banker  at  B«BareB  would  bi 

says,  thai  in  all  the  long  period  of  his  service  more  willing  to  honour   the  draughts  of  m 

«  he  has  almost  unremittedly  wanted  the  sup-  miserable,  undone,  and  dependant  a  person,  w 

p<Nrt  which  all  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  the  nabob  of  Oude,  than  those  of  the  govcn- 

from  their  constituents.    From  mins  (says  our-general  of  Bengal ;  which  might  be  paid 

he)  I  have  received  nothing  but  reproach,  hard  eithmr  oa  the  receipt  of  the  Bnoares  isiiss b, 

epithets, and mdigniiitMy  instead ofrewardsand  or  at  the  seat  of  his  power,  and  of  die  oo** 

encouragement."    It  must  therefore  have  been  pany's  exdiequer.    Besides,  it  is  not  ezplicaF> 

from  some  other  source  of  protection  than  that  ble  upon  any  grounds  that  can  be  avowed,  wfaj 

which  the  law  had  placed  over  him,  that  he  the  nabob,  who  could  aflbrd  to  give  these  bib 

looked  for  countenance  and  reward  in  violating  as  a  prumt  to  Mr.  Hastings,  could  not  htvi 

an  act  of  parliament,  which  forbade  him  from  equally  given  them  in  discharge  of  the  debt 

taking  g\ft9  or  proaenU  on  any  account  whaUo~  which  he  owed  to  the  company.     It  is  indeed 

ever ;   much  less  a  gift  of  this  magnitude,  Tory  much  to  be  feared  that  the  people  of  India 

whidi  from  the  distress  of  the  giver,  must  be  find  it  sometimes  turn  more  to  their  accoimt, 

supposed  the  eftbct  of  the  most  cruel  extortion,  to  give  presents  to  the  English  in  authority, 

The  directors  did  wrong  in  their  orders    to  than  to  pay  their  debts  to  tbo  public ;  asd 

appropriate  money,  whid^  they  must  know  this  is  a  matter  of  a  very  serious  oooMidimr 

oould  not  have  been  acquired  by  the  consent  tion. 

of  the  pretended  donor,  to  their  own  use.-—        No  small  merit  is  made  by  Mr.  Hastings, 

They  acted  more  properly  in  refusing  to  cott-  and  that  too  in  a  high  and  nplMraiding  style, 

firm  this  grant  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  choos-  of  his  having  come  to  a  voluntary  discovery  of 

ing  rather  to  refer  him  to  the  law,  which  ha  this  and  other  unlawfiil  practices  of  the  sans 

had  violated,  than  to  his  own  sense  of  what  kind.     '^  That  honourable  court '^  (**ys  Mr. 

he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  take  from  the  na-  Hastings,  addressing  himself  to  his  uMsters, 

fives;  putting  him  in  mind  that  the  regula-  in  his  letter  of  December,  1782)  ought  to  know 

ting  act  had  expressly  declared,  ^^  that  no  gov-  whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and  honour, 

emour-general,  or  any  of  the  council,  shall,  which  are  the  first  requisites  of  such  a  statioo. 

directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  receive,  or  take,  If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  aflbrded  me  toe 

<^  or  from  any  person  or  persons,  or  on  any  powerfiil  incentives  to-suppmas  the  inferma* 

aeeowU  whatooeoer^  any  present,  gift,  donation,  tion  which  I  now  convey  to  them  through  yoa, 

gratuity,  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own  ose  the  siuns 

or  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  c^  the  which  I  have  already  passed  to  their  ere<ht, 

aforesaid."    Here  is  no  reserve  for  the  case  of  by  their  unworthy ,  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add, 

a  disclosure  to  the  directors,  and  for  the  legal-  dangerouM  r^fleduma,  which  they  have  passed 

bing  the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliameat  by  upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this 

their  subsequent  consent.     The  illegality  at-  kind ;"  (and  he  inunediately  adds,  what  is  sia- 

tached  to  the  action  at  its  very  commencement ;  gular  and  striking,  and  savours  of  a  recimina- 

and  it  could  never  be  afterwards  legalized;  the  tory  insinuation)  "  and  your  otim  experiena 

directors  had  no  such  power  reswved  to  them,  will  suggest  to  you,  that  Uiere  are  persons  who 

Words  cannot  be  devised  of  a  stronger  import,  would  profit  by  such  a  warning.*'     To  what 

or  studied  with  more  care.    To  these  words  directors  in  particular  this  imputation  of  ex- 

of  the  act  are  opposed  the  declaration  and  con-  perience  is  applied,  and  what  other  perscms 

duct  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  who,  m  hit  lettsr  of  they  are,  in  whom  sarpertenee  has  shown  a  dis- 
position to  |nrofit<^  sudi  awamingj.is  a 

•inde  apipendix  B.  No.  9. 

t  Tide  appendis  B.  No.  I  *  Yids  Appendix,  B.  No.  «. 
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tor  highly  proper  to  be  inquired  into.    What  and  oppressive  hands,  ofmoney  illegally  taken; 

Mr.  Hastings  says  further  on  this  subject  is  but  this  legal  fiction  of  property  could  not,  nor 

DO  less  worthy  of  attention : — "  that  he  could  ought,  by  the  legislature  to  be  considered  in 

hmoe  concealed  theae  tranaactiono,  \f  he  had  a  any  other  light  than  as  a  trust  held  by  thmn 

«nm^  motivejfrom  than  and  the  public  eye  for  those  who  suffered  the  injury.    Upon  any' 

Jmever,"*    It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  whether  other  construction,  the  company  would  have  a 

the  obsenration  be  applicable  to  the  particular  right,  first,  to  extract  money  firom  the  subjects 

case  or  not,  practices  of  this  corrupt  nature  or  dependants  of  this  kingdom,  committed  to 

are  extremely  difficult  of  detection  any  where,  their  care,  by  means  of  particular  conYentions , 

hit  especially  in  India :  but  all  restraint  upon  or  by  taxes,  by  rents,  and  by  monopolies ;  and, 

tlwt  grand  fVmdamental  abuse  of  presents  is  when  they  had  exhausted  every  contrivance  of 

gone  forever,  if  the  servants  of  the  company  public  imposition,  then  they  were  to  be  at 

e^  derive  nfety  fit>m  a  defiance  of  the  law,  liberty  to  let  loose  upon  the  people  all  their 

wbea  they  can  no  longer  hope  to  screen  them-  servants,  from  the  highest  rank  to  the  lowest, 

■eires  by  an  evasion  of  it.    All  hope  of  re-  to  prey  upon  them  at  pleasure,  and  to  draw, 

ibrmation  is  at  an  end,  i^  confiding  in  the  by  personal  and  official  authority,  by  influence 

fbree  of  a  (action  among  directors  or  proprie-  venality,  and  terror,  whatever  was  lefl  to  them ; 

ton  to  bear  them  out,  and  possibly  to  vote  ^-and  that  all  this  was  justified,  provided  the 


the  fruit  of  their  crimes  as  a  reward  of  product  was  paid  into  the  company^s  excbe- 

ibeir  discovery,  they  find  that  their  bold  avow*  quer. 

al  of  their  offisoces  is  not  only  to  produce  in-  This  prohibition  and  permission  of  presents, 

dennity,  but  to  be  rated  for  merit.    If  once  with  this  declaration  of  prc^er^  in  the  com- 

a  presnmption  is  admitted,    that  wherev^  P<^7»  would  leave  no  property  to  any  man  in 

ionething  is  divulged  nothing  is  hid,  the  dis-  India.     If,  however,  it  should  be  thought  that 

eoirering  of  <Nie  offence  may  become  the  cer-  this  clause  in  the  act'i'  should  be  capable,  by 

tain  means  of  concealing  a  multitude  of  oth-  construction  and  retrospect,  of  so  legalizing 

tn.    The  contrivance  is  easy  and  trivial,  and  and  thus  appropriating  these  presents,  (which 

lies  opoi  to  the  meanest  proficient  in  this  kind  your  committee  conceive  impossible,)  it  is 

of  art :  it  will  not  only  become  an  effectual  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  very 

cover  to  such  practices,  but  will  tend  infinite-  fully  explained. 

ij  to  increase  them.    In  that  case  sums  of  The  provision  in  the  act  was  made  in  fiivour 

money  will  be  taken  (br  the  purpose  of  dis-  of  the  natives.    If  such  coMtruction  prevails, 

eovery,  and  making  merit  with  the  company :  the  provision  made  as  their  screen  from  op- 

and  {Kher  sums  will  be  taken  for  the  private  pression  will  bectmie  the  means  of  increasing 

adrantage  of  the  receiver^  and  aggravating  it  without  bounds  and  beyond 

Jt  must  certainly  be  impossible  for  the  nar  remedy.    If  presents,  which,  when  they  are 

tifes  to  know  what  presents  are  for  one  given  were  unlawful,  can  afterwards  be  legal- 

poqMMe,  or  what  for  the  other.    It  is  not  for  ized  by  an  application  of  them  to  the  compa- 

a  GeatA  or  a  Mahometan  land-hplder,  at  the  ny's  service,  no  sufferer  can  even  resort  to  a 

fMt  of  the  remotest  mountains  in  India,  who  remedial  process  at  law  for  his  own  relief.— 

htt  no  access  to  our  records,  and  knows  no-  The  moment  he  attempts  to  sue,  the  money 

ftlng  <^  our  language,  to  distinguish  ndiat  may  be  paid  into  the  company's  treasury ;  it 

hela  of  rupees,  which  he  has  given,  eo  nomi-  is  then  lawfblly  taken,  and  the  party  is  n<Mi- 

fte,  as  a  present  to  a  company's  servant,  are  suited. 

to  be  anthorized  by  his  masters  in  Leadenhall-  The  company  itself  must  suffer  extremely 

street  as  proper  and  legal,  or  carried  to  their  in  the  whole  order  and  regularity  of  their  pub- 

poblic  account  at  their  pleasure ;  and  what  are  lie  accounts,  if  the  idea  upon  which  Mr. 

bad  up  for  his  own  emolument.  Hastings  justifies  the  taking  of  these  presents, 

The  legislature,  in  declaring  all  presents  to  receives  the  smallest  countenance.    On  his 

be  the  property  of  the  company,  could  not  principles,  the  same  sum  may  become  private 

consider  corruption,  extortion,  and  fraud,  as  property  or  public,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  re- 

•ny  part  of  their  resources.    The  property  in  cciver :  it  is  in  his  power,  Mr.Hastings  says,t 

sndi  presents  was  declared  to  be  theirs,  not  to  conceal  it  forever.    He  certainly  has  it  in 

as  a  fbnd  for  their  benefit,  but  in  order  to  found  his  power  not  only  to  keep  it  back,  and  bring 

t  legal  title  to  a  civil  suit.     It  was  declared  it  forward  at  his  own  times,  but  even  to  shift 

flieirs,  to  &cilitate  the  recovery,  out  of  corrupt 

*  Act  13  George  TIT.  cap.  98. 
f  Vide  Mr.  Hastings's  letter  of  16th  Bee«m- 

e  Tide  appendix  B.  No.  6.  ber,  1783,  in  appendix  B.  No.  6. 
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alternately 

•ame  sums.  he  says  to  public  conjecture. 

Of  this  irregularity  Mr.  Hastings  himself         To  the  court  of  directors  he  is  rery  litde 

appears  in  some  degree  sensible.     He  con-  more  complaisant,  and  not  at  all  more  satis- 

ceives  it  possible  that  his  transactions  of  this  factory  ;  he  states   merely  as  a  suppositico 

nature  may,  to  the  court  of  dixtdon,  seem  un-  their  inquiry  concerning  matters  of  whidi  be 

salis&ctory.    He,  however,  puts  it  hypothe-  positively  knew  that  they  had  called  for  an  ez- 

tically  ; — "  if  to  you*  (says  he)  who  are  ac-  planation.    He  knew  it,  because  he  presumed 

customed  to  view  business  in  an  qffitial  and  to  censure  them  for  doing  so.     To  the  hypo* 

regular  lights  they  should  appear  unprecedented  thesis  of  a  further  inquiry  he  gives  a  conjecto- 

if  not  in^groper."    He  just  conceives  it  possi-  ral  answer  of  such  a  kind,  as  probably,  in  an 

ble,  that  in  an  official  money  transaction  the  account  of  a  doubtful  transaction,  and  to  a  sn- 

directors  may  expect  a  proceeding  official  and  perior,  was  never  done  before, 
regular.      In   what  other   lights  than  those         *"  Were  your  honourable  court  to  questioo 

which  are  official  and  regular,  matters  of  me  upon  these  points,  I  toould  answer,  thst 

public    account   ou^t   to    be    regarded    by  the   sums   were    taken  for  the    company's 

those  who  have  the  charge  of  them,  either  benefit  at  times  in  which  the  company  very 

in  Bengal  or  in  England,  does  not  appear  much  stood  in  need  of  them ;  that  I  athtr 

to    your    committee.      Any    other    is    cer-  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  from  public 

tainly  <'  unprecedented  and  improper  ;*'  and  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount, 

can  only  serve  to  cover  fraud  both  in  the  re-  or  poaaibly  acted  taVuut  any  studied  deagn^ 

ceipt  and  in  the  expenditure.     The  acquisi-  which  my  memory  could  at  this  distance  of 

tion  of  68,000  rupes,  or  near  6,0001.  which  time  verify." 

appears  in  the  sort  of  unqffUial  and  irregular  He  here  professes  not  to  be  certain  of  the 
aceountf  that  he  furnishes  of  his  presents,  in  motives  by  which  he  was  himself  actuated  va 
his  letter  of  May,  1782,f  must  appear  extra-  so  extraordinary  a  concealment,  and  in  the 
ordinary  indeed  to  those  who  expect  from  men  use  of  such  extraordinary  means  to  effect  it : 
ill  office  something  official  and  something  re-  &nd,  as  if  the  acts  in  question  were  those  of 
gular.  **  This  sum{  (says  he)  I  received  ui  absolute  stranger,  and  not  hb  own,  he  gives 
while  I  was  on  my  journey  to  Benares."  He  various  loose  conjectures  concerning  the  mo- 
tells  it  with  the  same  careless  indifference  as  tive  to  them.  He  even  supposes,  in  taking 
if  things  of  this  kind  wero  found  by  accident  presents  contrary  to  law,  and  in  taking  bonds 

**°ivT*  w^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^®™  *®  ^^^  **'^"'  contrary  to  what  he  ad- 

^'"'  Hastings  did  not,  indeed  he  could  not,  mits  to  be  truth  and  fact,  that  he  might  have 

doubt,  that  this  unprecedented  and  improper  acted  without  any  distinct  motive  at  all,  or  al 

**^*^"*<rT^**  P»"oduc«  much  discussion.    He  least  such  as  his  memory  couW  reach  at  that 

'Y'    k  ^^  ***^®  *""**  ^®'®  ^'^^^  ^y  "*«  ?  distance  of  time.    That  immense  distance,  in 

why  they  were  (except  the  second)  quietfy  the  faintness  of  which  his  recollection  is  so 

iransterred  to  the  company's  account ;  whv  completely  lost  as  to  set  him  guessing  at  his 

rp«f .  r^'u*  ^°'*  ^^^  ^^  ^^  »o'  for  tl»e  motives  for  his  own  conduct,  was  from  the 

to  the^«!l*  7?u^  tliis  matter  to  be  exposed  fifteenth  of  January,  1781,  when  the  bonds  at 

amiect^eM»  ^        '  fumisk  a  variety  of  his  own  request  were  given,  to  the  date  of  this 

This  min-   u  ,  *®"®'»  ^*****  is  the  22d  of  May,  1782  ;  that  U 

ed  as  it       K  "^.^PPeared,  and  has  furnish-  to  say,  about  one  year  and  four  months, 
ihin  coni^tn     ^  T »  «®"«;*?"»g  more  serious        As  to  the  other  sums,  for  which  no  bond 

»>e  ■upSieH  'Tk      J^  ^r  ""  *"y  ^®'  *^«  """^  ^®°'  *®  8™*^^  *'^'"  '*»«  difference  in  his 

•uch  inauS.      a  '^''•.Hastings,  expecting  explanation   is  stiU   more   exraordinary :  he 

tions    Kt^uL^  considenng  that  the  ques-  says,  f"  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  (4re  to 


stated-     ^"'^"^ 


Eire     levAn                 U                                 l—^'w-  — j-j    i      -  — .—  ..v.   i^«ua,   •»    vrwiui   mj  u«ro   lu 

by  hinia«ir\  y*    c^  iJ*"®   *™Pe»^ecHy  observe  the  same  means,  with  the  naf."  The 

««de8cend  ^adl^         •  fnvolous,  would  rest  of  these  sums,  which  were  not  worth  his 

give  some  wfonnation  upon  care,  are  stated  in  his  account  to  be  greater 

!  JJ?e  appendix  B.  No   6  ^*"  ^^oseTtie  was  so  solicitous  (for  some  rea. 

t  V  de  appendix  B.  No*  «!  **"'  ^'**^  "®  CBsauA  guess)  to  cover  under 

i  ^y®  appendix  B.  No'  a 

9  viae  appendix  B.  No.*  8.*  *  YM^  appendix  B.  No.  8. 

t  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  8. 
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bondi :  these  sums  amount  to  near  53,0002.  vice,  and  he  might  also  reoeiye  eight  per  cent. 
whereas  the  others  did  not   much  exceed  for  his  monef.    No  native  could  (without 
40,000?.     For  these  actions,  attended  with  some  interested  view)  give  to  the  governour- 
tbese  explanations,  he  ventures  to  appeal  to  general  what  he  would  refuse  to  the  company 
their  (the  directors')  breasts  for  a  caindid  in-  as  a  grant,  or  even  as  a  loan.    It  is  plain,  that 
terpretation ;  and  *^*  he  assumes  the  freedom  the  powers  of  government  must,  in  someway 
to  add,  that  he  thinks  himself  on  such  an  oc-  or  other,  be  imderstood  by  the  natives  to  be  at 
casion,  entitled  to  it;"  and  then,  as  if  he  had  sale.     The  governour-general  says,  that  he 
peifi>rmed  some  laudable  exploit,  in  the  ac-  took  the  money  with  an  original  destination 
oom^panying  letter  he  glories  in  the  integrity  to  the  purposes,  to  which,  he  asserts,  he  has 
of  hcB  conduct ;  and,  anticipating  his  triumph  since  applied  it.    But  this  original  destination 
over  injustice,  and  the  applauses  which,  at  a  was  in  his  own  mind  only,  not  declared,  nor 
fotore  time,  he  seems  confident  he  shall  re-  by  him  pretended  to  be  declared,  to  the  party 
ceive,  says  he,  f"  the  applause  of  my  own  who  gave  the  presents,  and  who  could  perceive 
breast  is  my  surest  reward.    Tour  applause,  nothing  in  it  but  money  paid  to  the  supreme 
and  the  applause  of  my  country,  is  my  next  magistrate  for  his  own  private  emolument.-— 
wish  in  life."   He  declares,  in  that  very  letter,  All  that  the  natives  could  possibly  perceive 
that  he  had  not  eU  any  Hme  possessed  the  con-  in  such  a  transaction,  must  be  highly  dishon- 
fidence  with  them,  which  they  never  withheld  curable  to  the  company's  government ;  for 
from  the  meanest  of  his  predecessors.    With  they  must  conceive,  when  they  gave  money 
wishes  so  near  his  heart  perpetually  disap-  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  bought  from  Mr. 
pointed,  and,  instead  of  applauses,  (as  he  Hastings  either  what  was  their  own  right, 
tells  us)  receiving  nothing  but  reproaches  and  or  something  that  was  not  so ;  or  that  Uiey 
disgraceful  epithets,  his  steady  continuance  redeemed  themselves  from  some  acts  of  rigour 
for  so  many  years  in  their  service,  in  a  place  inflicted,  threatened,  or  apprehended.    If,  in 
(^noxious  in  the  highest  degree  to  suspicion  the  first  case,  Mr.  Hastings  gave  them  the 
tod  censure,  is  a  thing  altogedier  singular.  object,  for  which  they  bargained,  his  act,  how- 
It  appears  very  necessary  to  your  commit-  ever  proper,  was  corrupt ;  if  he  did  not,  it  was 
tee  to  dbserve  upon  the  great  leading  princi-  both  corrupt  and  fraudulent :  if  the  money  was 
pies  which  Mr.  Hastings  assumes,  to  justify  extorted  by  force  or  threats,  it  was  oppressive 
the  irregular  taking  of  these  vast  sums  of  and  tyrannical.     The  very  nature  of  such 
money,  and  all  the  irregular  means  he  had  transactions  has  a  tendency  to  teach  the  na- 
employed  to  cover  tfie  greater  part  of  it.—  tives  to  pay  a  corrupt  court  to  the  servants  of 
These  principles  are  the  more  necessary  to  the  company  ,*  and  they  must  thereby  be  ren- 
beinquiredinto,because,  if  admitted,  they  will  dered  less  willing,  or  less  able,  or  perhi^ps 
serve  to  justify  every  species  of  improper  con-  both,  to  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  state. 
dud.    His  words  are,  |"that  the  sources  Mr.  Scott's  evidence  asserts,  that  they  would 
from  which  these  reliefs  to  the  public  service  rather  give  to  Mr.  Hastings,  than  lend  to  the 
have  come,  would  never  have  yielded  them  to  company.    It  is  very  probable ;  but  it  is  a  de- 
die  company  pu6{te/y ;  and  that  the  exigencies  monstration  of  their  opinion  of  his  power  and 
of  their  service   (exigencies  created  by  the  corruption,  and  of  the  weak  and  precarious 
exposition  of  their  affairs,  and  faction  in  their  state  of  the  company 'S  authority. 
(fivided  councils)  required  those  supplies."  The  second   principle  assumed  by  Mr. 
As  to  the  first  of  diese  extraordinary  posi-  Hastings  for  his  justification  ;  namely,  that 
tions,  your  committee  cannot  conceive  what  factious  opposition,  and  a  divided  government 
motive  could  actuate  any  native  of  India,  de-  might  create  exigencies  requiring  supplies,  is 
poident  on  the  company,  in  assisting  them  full  as  dangerous  as  the  first ;  for  if,  in  the 
privately,  and  in  refiising  to  assist  them  pub-  divisions,  which  must  arise  in  all  councils, 
Kcly.     If  the  transaction  was  fair  and  honest,  one  member  of  government,  when  he  thinks 
evOTy  native  must  have  been  desirous  of  mak-  others  factiously  disposed,  shall  be  entitled 
ing  merit  with  the  great  governing  power.    If  to  take  money  privately  from  the  subject,  for 
be  gave  his  money  as  a  free  gifl,  he  might  the  purposes  of  his  politics,  and  thereby  to 
value  himself  upon  very  honourable  and  very  dispense  with  an  act  of  parliament,  pretences 
acceptable  service ;  if  he  lent  it  on  the  com-  for  that  end  cannot  be  wanting.    A  dispute 
pany's  bonds,  it  would  still  have  been  of  ser-  may  always  be  raised  in  council,  in  order  to 

cover  oppression  and  peculation  elsewhere.— 

*  Tide  appendix  B.  No.  S.  But  these  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings  tend 

I  Vide  appendix  B.  No.  6.  entirely  to  destroy  the  character  and  functioiia 
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of  aooaiicU,ndtov«ittbBmwkhoiieofth«  in  1770.  AUlKMigfa  in  a  state  ap{xoacUB| 
duNMOtient  membera.  The  lawlias  placed  the  to  subjection,  still  his  rank  and  character  vera 
sense  of  the  whole  in  the  majority  ;  and  it  is  important.  Much  was  necessarily  to  depend 
not  a  thing  to  be  suffered,  that  any  of  the  upon  a  person,  who  was  to  preserve  the  mo- 
membera  should  prinUely  raise  money  for  the  deration  of  a  sovereign,  not  supported  by  in- 
avowed  porpoee  of  defeating  that  sense,  or  for  trinsic  power ;  and  yet  to  maintain  the  dignil^ 
promoting  designs  that  are  contrary  to  it :  a  necessary  to  carry  on  the  representation  of 
more  alarming  assumption  of  power,  in  an  political  govermnent,  as  well  as  the  substance 
individual  member  of  any  deliberative  or  exe-  of  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  a  great  ooun- 
cutive  body,  cannot  be  imagined.  Mr.  Hast-  try.  A  good  education,  cooformafaly  to  tba 
ings  had  no  right,  in  order  to  clear  himself  of  maxims  c^his  religion,  and  the  manners  of  Ui 
peculation,  to  criminate  the  majority  with  fac-  people,  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  fill 
tion.  No  member  of  any  body,  out-voted  on  that  delicate  place  with  reputation  either  to 
a  question,  has,  or  can  have  a  right  to  direct  the  Mahometan  government,  or  to  ours.  He 
any  part  of  his  public  conduct  by  that  princi-  had  still  to  manage  a  revenue  not  inconsidert- 
pie.  The  menders  of  the  council  had  a  com-  ble,  which  remained  as  the  sole  resource  Sx 
mon  superiour,  tawhom  they  might  appeal  in  the  languishing  dignity  of  persons  any  way 
their  mutual  charges  of  Action — they  did  so  distinguished  in  rank  among  Mussulmen,  who 
firequently ;  and  the  imputation  of  &ction  has  were  all  attached  and  clung  to  hun.  These 
almost  always  been  laid  on  Mr.  Hastings  him-  considerations  rendered  it  necessary  to  put  his 
self.  person  and  affairs  into  proper  hands.     They 

But  diere  were  periods,  very  distinguished     ought  to  have  been  men,  who  were  able,  by 
periods  too,  in  the  records  of  the  company,  in     the  gravity  of  their  rank  and  character,  to 
which  the  clandestine  taking  of  money  could     preserve  his  morals  from  the  contagion  of  low 
not  be  supported  even  by  this  pretence.    Mr.     and  vicious  company ;  men,  who,  by  their  in- 
Hastings  has  been  charged  with  various  acts     tegrity  and  firmness,  might  be  enabled  to  rs- 
of  peculation,  perpetrated  at  a  time  he  could     sist,  in  some  degree  the  rapacity  of  Europe> 
not  excuse  himseU*  by  the  plea  of  any  public     ans,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  remaining  fiig- 
purpose  to  be  carried  on,  or  of  any  faction  in     ments  of  his  property  from  the  attempts  of 
council,  by  which  it  was  traverscKl.    It  may     the  natives  themselves,  who  must  be  under 
be  necessary  here  to  recall  to  the  recollection     strong  temptation  of  taking  their  share  in  the 
of  the  house,  that  on  the  cry  which  prevailed,     last  pillage  of  a  decaying  house, 
of  the  ill  practices  of  the  company's  servants         The  directors  were  fully  impressed  with  the 
in  India  (which  general  cry,  in  a  great  mea-    necessity  ot  such  an  arrangement.      Tour 
sure,  produced  the  regulating  act  of  1773)  the     committee  find,  that  on  the  Isth  of  August, 
court  of  directors,  in  their  instructions  of  the     1771,  they  gave  instructions  to  the  presulent 
£9th  of  March,  1774,  gave  it  as  an  injunction     &nd  council  to  appoint  *'  a  minister  to  trans- 
to  the  council-general,  that  "  they  immediate     act  the  political  affairs  of  the  circar  [the  gov- 
cause  the  ttrictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all    emment]  ;  and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some 
oppressi(Mis,  whidi  may  have  been  committed     pers<m  well  qualified  for  the  afikirs  of  govern- 
ei^er  against  natives  or  Europeans,  and  into     ment,  to  be  the  minister  of  the  government, 
all  abuses  which  may  have  prevailed  in  the     and  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority.** 
collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of  the        The  order  was  so  distinct  as  not  to  admit 
dvil  government  of  the  presidency;  and  that     of  a  mistake  ;  it  was  (for  its  matter)  provi- 
you  communicate  to  us  a//  informationf  wbidi     dent  and  well  considered ;  and  the  trust,  which 
yeu  may  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or     devolved  on  Mr.  Hastings,  was  of  such  a  na- 
any  embezzlement  or  dissipation  of  the  com-     ture  as  might  well  stimulate  a  man,  sensible 
panjr's  money."  to  reputation,  to  fulfil  it  in  a  manner  agreeably 

In  this  inquiry,  by  &r  the  most  important  to  the  directi(Mis  he  had  received,  and  not  only 
abuse,  which  appeared  on  any  of  the  above  above  just  cause  of  exception,  but  out  of  the 
heads,  was  that  which  was  charged  relative  to  reach  of  suspicion  and  malice.  In  that  situ- 
the  sale  in  gross,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  of  nothing  ation,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  he  would  cast 
less  than  the  tdiole  authority  of  the  country  his  eyes  upon  men  of  the  first  repute  andcon- 
govOTument,  in  the  disposal  of  the  guardian-  sideration  among  the  Mussulmen  of  high  rank, 
ship  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal.  Mr.  Hastings  instead  of  directing  his  eyes 

The  present  nabob,  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  to  the  Durbar,  employed  his  researches  in  the 
was  a  minor  when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  seraglio.  In  the  inmost  recesses  of  that  place 
and  office  (^  subadar  of  the  three  provinces,     he  discovered  a  woman,  secluded  firom  the  in- 
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»,  and  ■hot  vp  from  the  eyes  of  men,  bob.    Wbether,  hsvfaig  diosen  a  woman  in 

)  found  to  correspond  with  the  orders  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and  in  pass- 

■eceived  from  the  directors,  as  a  per-  ing  by  the  natural  parent  of  the  minor  prince, 

'*  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  govern-  he  was  influenced  by  respect  for  the  disposi- 

.  to  be  a  minister  of  government,  and  tion  made  by  the  deceased  nabob  daring  his 

dian  of  the  nabob's  minority."    This  life,  or  by  other  motives,  the  house  will  deter- 

be  solemnly  invests  with  these  func-  minr  up<Mi  a  view  of  the  facts  whidi  follow, 

le  appoints  Rajah  Gowdas,  whom  It  will  be  matter  of  inquiry,  when  the  ques- 

oae  after  he  hiniself  qualified  with  a  tion  is  stated  upon  the  q>pointment  of  a  step- 

um  of  a  young  man  of  mean  abilities,  mother,  in  exclusicm  of  the  parent,  whether 

r  dnan  or  steward  of  the  household,  the  usage  of  the  east  eonstantly  audiorize- 

t  af  the  arrangemmit  was  correspon-  the  continuance  of  that  same  distribution  of 

Uiis  disposition  of  the  principal  <^-  rank  and  power,  which  was  settled  in  the 

seraglio  dvtring  the  life  of  a  deceased  prince, 

ns  not  to  have  been  lawfiil  or  warrant-  and  which  was  found  so  settled  at  his  death, 

M[r.  Hastings  to  set  aside  the  arrange-  and  afterwards,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mother 

litirely  prescribed  by  the  court  of  di-  of  the  soocessour.    In  case  of  female  guar- 

whieh  evidently  pointed  to  a  man,  not  dianship,  her  claim  seems  to  be  a  right  of  na- 

nroman  whatever.    As  a  woman  con-  ture ;  and  which  nothing  but  a  very  clear  post- 

the  female  apartment,  the  lady  he  ap-  tive  law  will  (if  that  can)  authorize  the  de- 

ooald  not  be  competent  to  hold,  or  parturefrom.     The  history  of  Munny  Begum 

1  to  exercise,  any  active  employment ;  is  stated  on  the  records  of  the  council-general 

d  in  need  of  guurdians  for  herself,  and  and  no  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  con- 

tbe  abili^  or  the  guardianship  of  a  trovert  the  truth  of  it. 

cimnnstanced  as  the  soubah  was.-^  That  was  charged  by  the  majority  of  coun- 

.  Clavering,   Colonel  Mons<Mi,  and  cil  to  have  happened,  which  might  be  expect- 

uids,  declare  in  their  minute,  "  that  ed  inevitably  to  happen ;  the  care  of  the  na- 

ieve  there  never  was  an  instance  in  bob's  education  was  grossly  neglected,  and  his 

f  sodi  a  trust  so  disposed  of."    Mr.  fortune  as  grossly  mismanaged  and  embezzled, 

s  has  produced  no  precedent  in  answer  What  connexion  this  waste  and  embezzlement 

bjecti<ni.  had  with  the  subsequent  events,  the  house  will 

1  be  proper  to  state  to  the  house  the  judge. 

1  and  circumstances  oS  the  women  On  the  Sd  of  May,  1776,  Mr.  James  Grant, 

lly  concerned,  who  were  in  the  se-  accountant  to  the  provincial  council  of  Moor- 

rjaffier  AH  EMn  at  his  death.     The  shedabad,  produced  to  the  goveraour-general 

these  was  called  Munny  Begum,  a  and  council  certain  Persian  papers,  which  stat- 

originally  bom  of  poor  and  obscure  ed  nine  lacks  of  rupees  (upwards  of  ninety 

n^  delivered  her  over  to  the  coo-  thousand  pounds  sterling)  received  by  Munny 

of  a  company  of  dancing  girls ;  in  Begum,  on  her  appointment  to  the  manag&- 

rofession  being  called  to  exhibit  at  a  ment  of  the    Nabob's  household,  over  and 

the  late  nabob  took  a  liking  to  her,  above  the  balance  due  at  that  time,  and  not 
r  some  cohabitation,  she  obtained  such  accounted  for  by  her.  These  Grant  had  re- 
ft over  him,  that  he  took  her  for  one  ceived  from  Nuned  Roy,  who  had  been  a  wri- 
iveEi,  (and  she  seems  to  have  been  the  ter  in  the  begum's  treasury  office.  Both  Mr. 
>)  put  her  at  the  head  of  his  haram ;  Grant  and  Nuned  Roy  were  called  before  the 
ii^  a  son  by  her,  this  son  succeeded  board,  and  examined  respecting  the  authenti- 
i^ority  and  estate ;  Munny  Begum,  city  of  the  papers.  Among  other  circumstan- 
}tK^  being  by  his  will  a  devisee  di  con-  ces  tending  to  establish  the  credit  of  these  pa- 
>  sums  ofmoney,  and  other  effects,  (m  pers,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Grant  offered  to 
»  left  a  charge,  which  has  since  been  make  oath,  that  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  begum 
to  the  service  of  the  East-India  C<Mn-  had  come  to  him,  on  purpose  to  prevail  on  him 
The  son  of  this  lady  dying,  and  a  son  not  to  send  the  papers  ;  and  had  declared,  that 
ler  wife  succeeding,  and  dying  also,  the  acantnU  were  not  to  he  disputed, 
BOt  nabob,  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  son  On  the  9th  of  May  it  was  resolved  by  a  ma- 
il wife,  succeeded.  This  woman  was  jority  of  the  board,  against  the  opinion  and 
'0,  and  in  the  seraglio.  solemn  protest  of  the  govemour-general,  that 
\  Munny  Begum,  that  Mr.  Hastings  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  up  to  the  city  of 
ad  not  the  natural  mother  of  the  na-  Moon^iedabad,  to  demand  of  Munny  Begum 
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dw  jti'mif*"  of  die  nizuBtit  and  hoaaAoM  be  AonSd  ask  the  fuAob  or  Ae  hegwm  Aar 

firom  April,  1764,  to  tbo  latest  period  to  which  reosMU  for  delivering  ttda  aeparate  oeooaiL  - 
dicy  could  be  cla«ed,  and  to  divest  the  begum         The  substance  of  the  govonour's  propodi 

of  the  office  of  guardian  to  the  nabob ;  and  was  agreed  to.  ^^ 

Mr.  Charles  Goring  was  i^>pointed  for  this         Mr.  Goring's  answer  to  this  reqnisidoncf 

purpose.  the  board  is  as  follows :  \ 

The  {M-eceding  fitcts  are  stated  to  the  boose,        "  In  compliance  with  yoor  orders,  to  expluB   ,„ 

not  as  the  foundation  of  an  inquiry  into  the  the  delivery  ofthe  paper  containing  an  aoootait    ^ 

conduct  of  the  begum,  but  as  they  l^td  to,  and  of  three  lades  of  rupees,  I  am  to  inform  job  ^ 

are  therefore  necessary  to  explain  by  what  it  took  its  rise  from  a  message  sent  me  bjdM  ,' 

means  a  discovery  was  made  of  a  sum  of  mo-  begum,  requesting  I  would  interest  mjielf  '^ 

ney  given  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings.  with  the  nabob,  to  have  Akbar  Ally  EUla    ~ 

Mr.  Grormg's  first  letter  from  the  city,  dat-  released  to  bo-  for  a  few  hours,  faariDg  tau^  '  *" 

ed  17th  May,  1775,  mentions,  among  other  thing  of  importance  to  communicate  to  me,  CB  ^ 

particulars,  the  young  nabob's  joy  at  being  whidi  die  wished  to  amsult  him.     Thinlmf  ;_ 

delivered  out  of  the  hands  (^  Munny  Begum ;  the  service  might  be  benefitted  by  it,  I  aceor-  ^~ 

the  mean  and  indigoit  state  of  confinement  in  dingly  desired  the  nabob  would  be  pleased  to  - 

which  he  was  kept  by  her ;  the  distress  of  his  deliver  him  to  my  charge,  engaging  to  retnn  j^ 

mother ;  and  that  he  had  told  Mr.  Goring,  him  the  same  ni^t ;  whidi  I  did. — ^I  heard  ^ 

that  the  "  begum's  eunuch  had  instructed  the  no  more  till  next  ^y,  when  the  begum  request-  ^ 

servants  not  to  sufiier  him  to  learn  any  thing  ed  to  see  his  excellency  and  myself,  desiring  ^ 

by  which  he  might  make  himself  acquainted  Akbar  Ally  might  attend.  ^ 

with  business  :"  and  he  adds,  "  Indeed  I  be-         **  On  our  first  meeting,  she  entered  into  a  ^ 

lieve  there  is  great  truth  in  it,  as  his  excellen-  long  detail  of  her  administration,  eodeavoor-    j: 

cy  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  almost  every  thing  ing  to  represent  it  in  the  fiurest  li^t ;  at  last 

a  man  of  his  rank  ought  to  know ;  not  from  she  came  to  the  point,  and  told  me,  my  urgeot     - 

a  want  of  understanding,  but  of  being  proper*  and  repeated  remonstrances  to  her  to  be  ift- 

ly  ciducated."  formed  how  the  balance  arose,  of  which  I  was    - 

On  the  Slst  c^  May,  Mr.  Goring  transmit-  to  inquire,  induced  her  from  memory  to  say 

ted  to  the  govemour-general  and  council  an  what  she  haid  herself  given ;  then  mentioning 

account  of  sums  given  by  the  begum,  under  the  sum  of  a  lack  and  a  half  to  the  govemoor, 

her  seal,  delivered  to  Mr.  Goring  by  the  na-  to  feast  him  whilst  he  staid  there  ;  and  a  lack 

bob,  in  her  apartments.     The  account  is  as  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Middleton,  by  the  hands  of 

follows :  Baboo  Begum.    As  I  looked  on  this  no  more 

than  a  matter  of  conversation,  I  arose  to  de- 

MEMOR  ANDUM  of  disbursements  to  En-  part,  but  was  detained  by  the  begum's  request- 

glish  gentlemen,  from  the  nabob's  sircar,  in  ing  the  nabob  to  come  to  her ;  a  scene  of  weq)- 

the  Bengal  year  1179.  ing  and  complaint  then  began,  which  made 


8«ftl  of  Maaaj  Be- 
fum,  mother  of  the 
nabob  Nodjof  ul  Dow* 
lah,  deceased. 


me  Still  more  impatient  to  be  gone ;  and  I  re* 
peatedly  Beat  to  his  excellency  for  that  par- 
pose  ;  he  at  last  came  out,  and  delivered  me 
a  paper  I  sent  you,  declaring  it  was  givm 
him  by  the  begimi  to  be  delivered  me." 
To  the  govemour,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  Munny  Begum  also  wrote  a  letter  to  General 

an  entertamment        -        -  1,60,000    Clavering  in  which  she  directly  asserts  the  same. 

To  Mr.  Middleton,  on  account  of  an  «  Mr.  Goring  has  pressed  me  on  the  sub- 

agreement  entered  into  by  Baboo  ject  of  the  balances ;  in  answer  to  which  1 

Begum  -  -        -         1,50,000     informedhim,that  all  the  particulars  being  on 

"-^— —     record,  would,  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry, 

Rupees  3,00,000     appear  from  the  papers.    He  accordingly  re- 

——'-—    ceived  from  the  nabob  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah  a 

.^^  list  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  given  to  the  gov* 

When  this  paper  was  delivered,  the  gov-     emour  and  Mr.  Middleton.     I  now  send  you 

©rnour-general    moved,     that  .  Mr.     Goring     enclosed  a  list  of  the  dates  when  it  was  pre- 

might  be  asked.  How  he  came  by  U  ?  tuad,  on     sented  and  through  whoso  means,  which  yott 

what  account  this  partial  »elecHon  wa»  made  by     will  receive." 

Mm  7  Also,  that  the  begum  should  be  desired         The  govemour-general  then  desired  that  the 
to  explaxn  C^  turn  totd  to  Ais  charge\  and  that    following  questions  mightboproposedtothebe- 
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Mr.  Martin,  then  resident  at  the  Dur-  In  this  answer,  the  accounts  given  to  Mr. 

Goring  she  asserts  to  be  genuine.  They  are 
^as  any  application  made  to  you  for  explained,  in  all  the  particulars,  by  all  the  seo- 
•unt,  which  you  have  delivered,  of  retaries  and  clerks  in  office.  They  are  se- 
ries of  rupees,  said  to  have  been  paid  cured  under  Mr.  Goring's  seal.  To  them  she 
3vemour  and  Mr.  Middleton,  or  did  refers  for  every  thing ;  to  them  she  refers  far 
rer  the  account  of  your  own  free  will,  the  three  lacks  of  rupees  given  to  Mr.  Hast- 
tlicited  ?  ings  and  Mr.  Middleton.  It  is  impossible  to 
1  what  manner  was  the  application  combinetogetheraclear^rbody  of  proof,  com* 
you ;  and  by  whom  ?  posed  of  record  of  office  and  verbal  testimony, 
a  what  account  was  the  sum  of  one  mutually  supporting  and  illustrating  each 
If  lacks  given  to  the  govemour-gene-  other. 

h  you  have  laid  to  his  account  ?  Was  The  house  will  observe,  that  the  receipts  of 

lequence  of  any  requisition  from  him,  the  money  ia  indirectly  admitted  by  one  of 

r  previous  agreement,  or  <^  any  es-  the  govomour's  own  questions  to  Munny  Be- 

usage  ?  guni. 

ovemour-general  objected  strongly  to  If  the  money  was  not  received,  it   would 

ing's  being  present  when  the  questions  have  been  absurd  to  ask,  on  what  account  it 

.  to  the  begum  ;  but  it  was  insisted  on  was  given  ?  Both  the  question  and  the  answer 

Ajority,  and  it  was  jesolved  accord-  relate  to  some  established  usage,  the  appeal 

at  he  ought  to  be  present.     The  rea-  to  which  might  possibly  be  used  to  justify  the 

both  sides  will  best  appear  by  the  acceptance  dC  the  money,  if  it  was  accepted ; 

the  d^K&te,  inserted  in  the  appendix,  but  would  be  superfluous,  and  no  way  applicaf- 

egum*s  answer  to  the  preceding  ques-  ble  to  the  charge,  if  the  money  was  never 

(bessed  to  the  governour-general  and  given. 

where  it  touched  the  substance,  was  On  this  point,  your  committee  will  only 

m :  add,  that  in  all  the  controversy  between  Mr. 

ease  is  this :  Mr.  Goring,  on  his  ar-  Hastings  and  the  majority  of  the  council,  he 

e,  seized  all  the  papertj  and  sectored  no  where  denies  the  receipt  of  this  money, ^^ 

der  his  seal ;  and  all  the  mutseddies  In  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the 

r  accountants]  attended  Aim,  and  or-  31st  of  July,  1775,  he  says,  that  the  begum 

to  him  all  the  particulars  of  them.-'  was  compelled,  by  the  ill  treatment  of  one  of 

ring  inquired  of  me  concerning  the  her  servants,  which  he  calls  a  species  of  tor- 

hM  to  the  sepoys,  &c.  observing  that  turef  to  deliver  the  paper  to  Mr.  Goring ;  but 

nut  and  bhela  money  [nabob's  allow-  he  no  where  affirms,  that  the  contents  of  the 

IS  received  from  the  company ;  from  paper  were  &lse. 

then  could  the  balance  arise?     I  On   this  c(Hiduct,    the  majority    remark, 

swer,  that  the  sum  was  not  adequate  *'We  confess  it  appears  very  extraordinary, 

txpmises.    Mr.  Groring  then  asked,  that  Mr.  Hastings  should  employ  so  much 

those  expenses  which  exceed  the  sum  time  and  labour  to  show  that  the  discoveries 

from  the  company  ?   I  replied,  all  against  him  have  been  obtained  by  improper 

mlars  uhU  be  found  in  thepapers.^-  means,  but  that  he  should  take  no  step  what- 

ir  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  on  ac-  soever  to  invcdidate  the  truth  of  them.    He 

entertcunment  for  the  gooemour  and  does  not  deny  the  receipt  of  the  money  ;  the 

ddleton,  has  been,  I  am  told,  related  begum's  answers  to  the  questions,  put  to  her 

)j  Rajab  Gourdass ;  besides  which,  at  his  own  desire,  make  it  impossible  that  he 

I  many  other  expenses,  which  will  ap-  should  deny  it.     It  seems,  he  has  formed  some 

B  the  papers.     As  the  custom  of  en-  plan  ofdefence  against  this  and  similar  charges, 

•Bt  is  of  long  standing,  and  according-  which  he  thinks  will  avail  him  in  the  court  of 

govemour  of  Calcutta,  who  came  to  justice,  and  which  it  would  be  imprudent  in 

idabad,  received  a  daily  sum  of  two  him  to  anticipate  -at  this  time.    If  he  has 

I  rupees  for  entertainment,  which  was  not  received  the  money,  we  see  no  reas<Mi 

instead  of  provisions ;  and  the  lack  for   such   a    guarded    and  cautious  method 

ilf  of  rupees,  laid  to  Mr.  Middleton's  of  proceeding.      An   innocent  man  would 

mui  a  present  on  account  of  an  agree^  take    a   shorter    and    easier    course.       He 

tnd  into  by  the  Bhow  Begum  f  libera  would  voluntarily  exculpate  himself  by  his 

sd  my  seal  to  the  account,  and  forward-  oath." 

Mr.  Goring  by  means  of  the  nabob."  Tour  committee  entertain  doubts  whether 
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tiM  refiiMtl  to  eacalpftte  by  oeth  can  be  used     be  ahould  asraredfy  leynei— t  It."    Here  lb 

M  m  ciroumstanoe  to  infer  any  presumption  of    payments  to  Mr.  Hastings  are  fully  admittsdy 

guilt.     But  wbere  tbe  charge  is  direct,  speci-     and  excused  as  agreeable  to  ueage,  and  bt 

fie,  cireumstantiaU  supported  by  papers  and     keeping  a  table.     The  present  to  Mr.  Middle* 

Terbal  testimony,  made  before  his  lawful  supe-     ton  is  justified  as  a  free  gift.     Tbe  paper  pn* 

riours,  to  whom  he  was  accountable,  by  per-     duced  by  Mr.  Scott  is  not  referred  to  by  yo« 

sons  competent  to  charge ;  if  innocent,  be  was     committee  as  of  any  weight,  but  to  show  thrt 

obliged  at  least  to  oppose  to  it  a  clear  and  for^     it  does  not  prove  what  it  is  produced  to  provs. 

mal  denial  of  the  feet,  and  to  make  a  demand        Your  oommittee,  on  reading  tbe  paper  d^ 

for  inquiry.     But  if  be  does  not  deny  the  feet,     livered   in  by   Mr.    Scott  as  a  tranaladM, 

and  eludes  inquiry,  just  presumptions  will  be     perceive  it  to  be  written  in  a  style  whidi  they 

raised  against  him.  conceived  was  little  to  be  eiq>ected  in  a  &^ 

Your  committee,  willing  to  go  to  the  bottom     ful  translation  from  a  Persian  original,  beii^ 

of  a  mode  of  corruption,  deep  and  dangerous     full  of  quaint  terms  and  idiomatic  pbraaei, 

in  the  act  and  the  example,  being  infomed  that     which  strongly  bespeak  English  habits  in  the 

Mr.  Goring  was  in  London,  resolved  to  ex-     way  of  thinking,  and  of  English  pecoliaritiflf 

amine  him  upon  the  subject.     Mr.  Goring     and  affectations  in  the  expression.    Struck 

not  only  agreed  with  all  the  foregoing  particu-     with  these  strong  internal  marks  of  a  stispi* 

lars,  but  even  produced  to  your  committee,     cious  piece,  they  turned  to  the  Persian  maBO* 

what  he  declared  to  be  the  original  Persian     script  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber, 

papers  in  his  hands,  delivered  from  behind  the     and  comparing  it  with  Mr.  Goring's  paperSi 

curtain,  through  the  nabob  himself;  who,  hav-     they  found  the  latter  carefully  smled  apea 

ing  privilege  as  a  son-in-law,  to  enter  the  wo-     every  leaf,  as  they  believe  is  the  practice  urn- 

men's  apartment,  received  them  from  Munny     versal  in  all  authentic  pieces.     They  found  oo 

Begum,  as  authentic ;    the  woman  all  the     the  former  no  seal  or  signatore  whatsoevsTi 

while  lamenting  the  loss  of  her  power  with     either  at  the  top  or  bottom  of  the  scroll.     TUi 

many  tears,  and  much  vociferation.     She  ap-     circumstance  of  a  want  of  signature  not  only 

pears  to  have  been  induced  to  make  discovery     takes  away  all  authority  from  the  piece  as  evi- 

of  the  above  practices,  in  order  to  clear  her-     dence,  but  strongly  confirmed  the  suspicions 

self  of  the  notorious  embezzlement  of  the  na-     entertained  by  your  committee,  cm  reading  the 

bob*s  effects.  translation  of  unwarrantable  practices  in  tbe 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Scott  and     whole  conduct  of  this  business,  even  if  tbe 

Mr.  Baber  on  this  subject,  they  also  produced     translation  should  be  found  substantially  to 

a  Persian  paper,  which  Mr.  Baber  said  he  re-     agree  with  the  original,  such  an  original  as  it 

ceived  from  the  hands  of  a  servant  of  Munny     is.     The  Persian  roll  is  in  the  custody  of  the 

Begum ;  and  along  with  it  a  paper,  purport-     clerk  of  your  committee  for  further  exanuna^ 

ing  to  be  a  translation  into  English  of  the     tion. 

Persian  original.  In  the  paper  given  as  the  Mr.  Baber  and  Mr.  Scott,  being  examined 
translation,  Munny  Begum  is  made  to  allege  on  these  material  defects  in  the  authenticalness 
many  matters  of  hardship  and  cruelty  against  of  a  paper,  produced  by  them  as  authentic, 
Mr.  Goring,  and  an  attempt  to  compel  her  to  could  give  no  sort  of  account  how  it  happened 
make  out  a  felse  account ;  but  does  not  at  all  to  be  without  a  signature ;  nor  did  Mr.  Ba- 
deny  the  giving  the  money — ^very  fer  from  it.  ber  explain  how  he  came  to  accept,  and  use  it 
She  is  made  to  assert,  indeed  "  that  Mr.  Gor-     on  that  condition. 

ing  desired  her  to  put  down  three  lacks  of  ru-  On  the  whole,  your  committee  conceive, 
pees,  as  divided  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  that  all  the  parts  of  the  transaction,  as  they 
Middleton.  I  begged  to  be  excused ;  observing  appear  in  the  company's  records,  are  consis- 
to  him,  that  this  money  had  neither  been  ten-  tent,  and  mutually  throw  light  on  each  other, 
dered  or  acoqoted  with  any  criminal  or  impro-  The  court  of  directors  order  the  president 
per  view."  After  some  lively  expressicMis  in  and  council  to  appoint  a  minister  to  transact 
the  European  manner,  she  says,  "that  it  had  iho political  affairs  of  the  government,  and  to 
been  customary  to  furnish  a  table  for  the  gov-  select,  for  that  purpose,  some  person  well- 
emour  and  his  attendants,  during  their  stay  at  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  to 
court.  With  respect  to  the  sum  mentioned  be  the  miniaier  of  the  govemmeni,  Mr.  Hast- 
to  Mr.  Middleton,  it  was  a/ree  gift  from  my  ings  selects  for  the  minister,  so  described,  and 
own  privy  pune.  Purburam  replied,  he  under-  so  qualified,  a  woman  locked  up  in  a  seraglio, 
•tood  this  money  to  be  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  He  is  ordered  to  appoint  a  guardian  to  the 
tfl  a  gratuity  for  ucret  Mervieei;  and  ts  nich     nabob's  minority.    Mr.  Hastmgs  pMMi  bf 
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rml  parent,  and  ■{»points  aiioth«r  wo-  kw,  to  be  inatitoted  in  the  i  upreme  court  of 

These  acts  would,  of  themselves,  have  judicature  in  Bengal." 

»ie  to  suspicion ;  but  a  great  deficiency  Your  committee  do  not  find  that  the  cove- 

alement  soon  appears  in  this  woman's  nants  have  been  sent,  or  that  any  prosecutioa 

Te  exculpate  herself,  she  volunta-  has  been  begun. 

ires,  that  she  gave  a  considerable  sum  A  vast  scene  of  further  peculation  and  cor* 

lasdngs :— who  never  once  denies  the  ruption,  as  well  in  this  business  as  in  several 

The  account  given  by  the  principal  other  instances,  appears  in  the  evidence  of  the 

itaess  of  the  transaction,  in  his  evi-  Rajah  Nundoomar.    That  evidence,  and  all 

s  perfectly  coherent  and  consbtent  the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  are  entered  in 

recorded  part.  The  original  accounts,  the  appendix.    It  was  &e  last  evidence  of  the 

0  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  kind.  The  informant  was  hanged.  An  at- 
odooed  by  him,  properly  sealed  and  tempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  indict 
sated.  Nothing  is  opposed  to  all  this,  him  for  a  conspiracy  :  this  failing  of  effect, 
per  without  signature,  and  therefore  another  prosecutor  appeared  for  an  offence 
tliority,  attended  with  a  tnuislation  of  not  connected  with  thMe  charges.  Nundco- 
extraordinary  appearance ;  and  this  mar,  the  object  of  that  charge,  was  executed 

1  apologizing  for  it,  confirms  the  fact  at  the  very  crisis  of  the  inquiry  for  an  offence 
I  dodM.  of  another  nature,  not  capital  by  the  laws  of 
[y,  your  committee  examined  the  prin-  the  country.  As  long  as  it  appeared  safe, 
iag  witness  of  the  transaction,  and  several  charges  were  made  (which  are  insert- 
endmice  consistent  with  the  record,  ed  at  large  in  the  appendix ;)  and  Mr.  Hast- 
lunittee  received  the  original  accounts  ings  and  Mr.  Harwell  seemed  apprehensive 
o  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  of  many  more.    General  Clavering,  Colonel 

sealed  and  authenticated ;  and  find  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declared,  in  a  mi- 
to  them,  nothing  but  a  paper  without  nute  entered  on  the  consultations  of  the  5th 
ire,  and  therefore  of  no  authority,  at-  May,  1775,  that,  "  in  the  late  proceedings  oi 
rith  a  translation  of  a  very  extraordi-  the  revenue  board,  it  will  appear  that  there  is 
Marance.  no  species  of  peculation,  from  which  the  hon- 
Hope,  the  directors  ordered  opinions  curable  govemour-general  has  thought  proper 
cen  on  a  prosecution ;  they  received  to  abstain.*'  A  charge  of  offences  of  so  hei- 
iCfiil,  and  three  positively  for  it.  nous  a  nature,  so  very  extensive,  so  very  de- 
write,  in  their  letter  of  5th  February,  liberate,  made  on  record  by  persons  of  great 
fagraph  32  and  33 :  "  Although  it  is  weight,  appointed  by  act  of  parliament— his 
w  wish  to  prevent  evils  in  future  than  associates  in  the  highest  trust ;  a  charge  made 
Bto  a  severe  retrospection  of  the  past,  at  his  own  board,  to  his  own  face,  and  trans- 
re  focts  are  doubtful,  or  attended  with  mitted  to  their  common  superiours,  to  whom 
ig  circumstances,  to  proceed  with  len-  they  were  jointly  and  severally  accountable ; 
w  than  to  prosecute  with  rigour ;  yet  .—this  was  not  a  thing  to  be  passed  over  by 
the  cases  are  so  flagrantly  corrupt,  Mr.  Hastings ;  still  less  ought  it  to  have  per- 
ils attended  with  circumstances  so  ished  in  other  hands.  It  ought  to  have  been 
re  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  would  be  brought  to  an  immediate  and  strict  discu8si<Mi. 
>  aoffer  the  delinquents  to  go  unpun-  General  Clavering,  Col(Hiel  Monson,  and  Mr. 
rhe  principal  facts  have  been  commu-  Francis,  ought  to  have  been  punished  for  a 
to  our  solicitor,*  whose  report,  con-  groundless  accusation,  if  such  it  had  been.— 
J  cor  standing  council,  we  send  you  If  the  accusation  were  founded,  Mr.  Hastings 
nt  conveyance ;  authorizing  you,  was  very  unfit  for  the  high  office  of  govemour- 
time,  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  general,  or  for  any  office. 
„^er  to  be  pursued.  After  this  comprehensive  account  by  his 
«  find  it  necessary,  we  shall  return  colleagues,  of  the  govemour-generars  con- 
covenants  of  such  of  our  ser-  duct,  these  gentlemen  proceeded  to  the  particu- 
in  India,  and  have  been  any-  lars,  and  tiMy  produced  the  case  of  a  corrupt 
in  the  undue  receipt  of  money,  bargain  of  Mr.  Hastings's  concerning  the  di»^ 
to  enable  you  to  recover  the  same  for  position  of  office.  This  transaction  is  here 
if  the  company  by  a  suit  <^  suits  at  stated  by  your  committee  in  a  very  concise 

manner,  being  on  this  occasion  merely  intend- 

Of  to  salt  farms,  chwges  «{ the  ranny  ^          j^^^  out  to  the  house  the  absolute  ne- 

psn.  and  the  cnarges  of  nnnacomar  ^^   ,r      «.  .     s_  *.   .        .  .^^    ««;-*-   i^. 

M  kegmn.  cesaity,  which,  in  their  opmioo,  exists,  for 
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Another  sort  of  inquiry  into  the  corruptions  of  can  be  redressed,  and  the  company  informl 

men  in  power  in  India,  than  hitherto  has  been  of  the  conduct  of  their  servants." 
pursued.     The  proceedings  may  be  found  at         To  these  sentiments  Colonel  Monson  ul   ■** 

large  in  the  appendix.  Mr.  Francis  adhered.    Mr.  Hastings  thou^   i*e 

A  complaint  was  made  that  Mr.  Hastings  it  more  safe,  on  principles  similar  to  then  .m 

had  sold  the  office  of  phouzedar  of  Hughly  to  assumed  by  Mr.  Harwell,  to  refuse  to  heartto  ^m 

a  person  called  Kh&n  Jehan  Khftn  on  a  cor-  charge ;  but  he  reserved  his  remarks  oo  tUi    i-a 

rupt  agreement;  which  was,  that  from  his  transaction,  because  they  will  be  eqallyappli-   t 

emoluments  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  he  was  cable  to  many  others^  wJuck,  in  the  cmtm  if  :>i. 

to  pay  to  the  govemour-general  36,000  rupees  thU  butinesa,  are  likely  to  be  brought  b^or<  Ai  .^ 

annually;  and  to  his  banyan,  CantO  BabO,  board.     There  appeared  therefore  to  him,  t    «= 

4,000  more.     The  complainant  offers  to  pay  probability  that  the  charge  about  the  com|it    ;■ 

to  the  company  the  40,000  rupees,  which  were  bargain  was  no  more  than  the  commencement    lO: 

corruptly  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  and  to  con-  of  a  whole  class  of  such  accusations ;  sinee    .'b 

tent  himself  with  the  allowance  of  S2,000.  he  was  of  opinion  (and  what  is  very  citra*    « 

Mr.  Hastings  was,  if  on  any  occasion  of  his  ordinary,  previous  to  any  examination)  tilt    c 

life,  strongly  called  upon  to  bring  this  matter  the  same  remarks  would  be  applicable  to  seve^    t: 

to  the  more  distinct  issue  ;  and  Mr.  Harwell,  ral  of  those  which  were  to  follow.    He  mist    m 

who  supported  his  administration,  and  as  such  suppose  this  olass  of  charges  very  unif<Hin,  tt    i 

ought  to  have  been  tender  for  his  honour,  was  well  as  very  extensive. 

bound  to  help  him  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,         The  majority,  however,  pressed  their  point;    s 

if  his  enemies  should  be  ungenerous  enough  to  and,  notwithstanding  his  oppositicm  to  all  in-    - 

countenance  such  an  accusation,  without  per-  quiry,  as  he  was  supported  only  by  Mr.  Ba^ 

mitting  it  to  be  detected  and  exposed.     But  well,  the  question  for  it  was  carried.    Hewu 

the  course  they  held  was  directly  contrary,  then  desired  to  name  a  day  for  the  appearaooe 

They  began  by  an  objection  to  receive  the  of  the  accuser,  and  the  institution  of  the  inqui- 

complaint,  in  which  they  obstinately  perse-  ry.     Though  baffled  in  his  attempt  to  stop 

vered,  as  far  as  their  power  went.     Mr.  Bar-  the  inquiry  in  the  first  stage,  Mr.  Hastings 

well  was  of  opinion,  that  the  company's  in-  made  a  second  stand  ;  he  seems  here  to  have 

structlons  to  inquire  into  peculation  were  recollected  something  inherent  in  his  own  oP 

intended  for  the  public  interests  ;  that  it  could  fice,  that  put  the  matter  more  in  his  own  power 

not  forward  the  public  interests  to  enter  into  than  at  first  he  had  imagined  ;  for  he  speaks 

these  inquiries ;  and  that  "  he  never  would  in  a  positive  and  commanding  tone ,  *^  I  will 

be  a  channel  of  aspersing  any  character,  while  not  (says  his  minute)   name  a  day  for  Mir 
it  cannot  conduce  to  the  good  of  government.*'  -  Zin  ul  ab  Dien  to  appear  before  the  board ; 

— Here  was  a  new  mode  of  reasoning  found  nor  wiU  I  ttiffer  him  to  tqtpear  before  the 

out  by  Mr.  Barwell,  which  might  subject  all  board.^* 

inquiry  into  peculation  to  the  discretion  of  the  The  question  for  the  inquiry  had  been  car- 
very  persons  charged  with  it.  By  that  rea-  ried.  It  was  declared  fit  to  inquire ;  but  there 
soning,  all  orders  of  his  superiours  were  at  his  was,  according  to  him,  a  power  which  might 
mercy ;  and  he  actually  undertook  to  set  aside  prevent  the  appearance  of  witnesses.  On  the 
those  commands,  which,  by  an  express  act  of  general  policy  of  obstructing  such  inquiries, 
parliament  he  was  bound  to  obey,  on  his  opin-  Mr.  Francis,  on  a  motion  to  that  effect,  made 
ion  of  what  would,  or  would  not,  conduce  to  a  sound  remark,  which  cannot  fail  of  giving 
the  good  of  government.  On  his  principles,  rise  to  very  serious  thoughts  ;  "that,  suppos- 
he  either  totally  annihilates  the  authority  of  ing  it  agreed  among  ourselves,  that  the  boanl 
the  act  of  parliament,  or  he  entertains  so  ex-  shall  not  hear  any  charges  or  complaints 
travagant  a  supposition,  as  that  the  court  of  a  member  of  it,  a  case  or  cases  may  hereafler 
directors  possessed  a  more  absolute  autho-  happen,in  which,  by  a  reciprocal  complaisance 
rity,  when  their  orders  were  not  intended  for  to  each  other,  our  respective  misconduct  may 
the  public  good,  than  when  they  were.  be  effectually  screened  from  inquiry  :  and  the 

General  Clavering  was  of  a  different  opin-  company,  whose  interest  is  concerned,  or  the 

ion  :  he  thought,  "  he  should  be  wanting  to  parties,  who  may  have  reason  to  complain  of 

the  legislature,  and  to  the  court  of  directors,  any  one  member  individually,  may  be  left 

if  he  was  not  to  receive  the  complaints  of  the  without  remedy." 

inhabitants,  when  properly  authenticated,  and         Mr.  Barwell"  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  that 

to  prefer  them  to  the  board  for  investigation,  gentleman,  nor  of  the  maker  of  the  motion, 

as  the  only  means  by  which  these  grievances  General  Clavering,  nor  of  Mr.  Monson,  who 
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npported  it.    He  oatertains  sentiments,  with  rection  of  the  abuse,  and  even  reasons  strong 

reginl  to  the  orders  of  the  directors  in  this  enough  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  require  the 

pvdciilar,  perfectly  ccNrespondent  with  those  directors  instantly  to  address  for  the  removal 

which  he  had  given  against  the  original  in-  of  a  govemour-gcneral.    The  opposition  off 

foej.     He   says,  **  though  it  may  in  some  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell  proved  as  in* 

iilde  degree  save   the  govemour-general  from  effectual  in  this  stage  as  the  former  ;  and  a 

insult — ^where  there  is  no  judicial  day  was  named  by  the  majority  fiw  the  attend^ 

lodged,  that  of  inquisition  can  never  ance  of  the  party. 

any  good  purpose."     This  is  doctrine  The  day  following  this  deUberation,  on  the 

of  a  most  extraordinary  nature  and  tendency  ;  assembling  of  the  council,  the  governour-gene- 

lad,  as  your  committee  ccmceive,  contrary  to  ral,  Mr.  Hastings,  said,  *'  He  would  not  sit 

svsry  sound  principle  to  be  observed  in  the  to  be  confronted  by  such  accusers,  nor  to  «i{^r 

ennrtitutioo  of  judicatures   and  inquisitions,  a  judicial  inquiry  into  his  ccmduct  at  the  board, 

The  power  of  inquisition  ought  rather  to  be  of  which  ho  is  the  president."    As  on  the  for* 

wholly  separated  firom  the  judicial,  the  former  mer  occasions,  he  declares  the  board  dinolved. 

being  a  |H«viou8  step  to  t^  latter,  which  re-  As  on  the  former  occasions,  the  majority  did 

qoires  oiber  rules  and  methods ;  and  ought  not  admit  his  claim  to  this  power,  they  pro- 

■et,  if  possible,  to  be  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  ceeded,  in  his  absence,  to  examine  the  accuser 

"nie  rest  of  his  minute  (contained  in  the  ap-  and  witnesses.    Their  proceedings  are  in  i^ 

peodix)  is  611ed  with  a  censure  on  the  native  pendix  K. 

iriisbitants  ;  with  reflections  on  the  ill-conse-  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  during  this  trans- 

vrhich  veould  arise  from  an  attention  action  Kh4n  Jehan  Kh&n,  the  party,  with 


to  their  complaints  ;  and  with  an  assertion  of  whom  the  corrupt  agreement  was  made,  de- 
tfae  authority  of  the  supreme  court,  as  super-  dined  an  attendance  under  excuses,  which  the 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  such  in-  majority  thought  pretences  for  delay,  though 
in  council.  With  regard  to  his  prin-  they  used  no  compulsory  methods  towards  his 
relative  to  the  natives  and  their  com-  appearance  ;  at  length,  however,  he  did  appear, 
phints,  if  they  are  admitted,  they  are  of  a  and  then  a  step  was  taken  by  Mr.  Hastings 
tendency  to  cut  off"  the  very  principle  of  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  after  the  steps 
ndress.  The  existence  of  the  supreme  court,  which  he  had  taken  before,  and  the  dedara- 
as  a  means  of  relief  to  the  natives  under  all  tions  with  which  those  steps  had  been  accom- 
oppressioDs,  is  held  out  to  qualify  a  refusal  to  panied.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  absolutely 
bar  in  the  council.  On  the  same  pretence,  refused  to  be  present  in  the  foregoing  part  cdT 
Mr.  Hastings  holds  up  the  authority  of  the  same  the  proceeding,  appeared  with  Khin  Jehan 
tribonaL  But  this  and  other  proceedings  Khin.  And  now  the  affair  took  another  turn ; 
show  abundantly  of  what  efficacy  that  court  other  obstructions  were  raised.  General  Cla- 
bas  been  fi>r  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  people  vering  said,^  that  the  informations  hitherto  ta- 
of  Bengal.  A  person  in  delegated  authority  ken  fauBui  proceeded  upon  oath.  Kh&n  Jehan 
reCoses  a  satisfaction  to  his  super iours,  throw-  Kh^n  had  previously  declared  to  Grenera 
hg  himself  on  a  court  of  justice,  and  suppo-  Clavering  his  readiness  to  be  so  examined ; 
ias  that  nothing,  but  what  judicially  appears  but,  when  called  upon  by  the  board,  he  changed 
•gainst  him,  is  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry.  But  his  mind,  and  alleged  a  delicacy,  relative  to 
ffcn  in  this  Mr.  Hastings  fails  in  his  appli-  his  rank,  with  regard  to  the  oath.  In  this 
cation  of  his  principle ;  for  the  majority  c^the  scruple  he  was  strongly  supported  by  Mr. 
eoooeil  were  undoubtedly  competent  to  order  Hastings.  He  and  Mr.  Barwell  went  further ; 
a  prosecution  against  him  in  the  supreme  they  contended,  that  the  council  had  no  right 
eoort,  which  they  had  no  ground  for  without  to  aidminister  an  oath.  They  must  have  hem 
a  previous  inquiry.  But  their  inquiry  had  very  clear  in  that  opinion,  when  they  resisted 
slber  objects.  No  private  accuser  might  the  examination  on  oath  of  the  very  person, 
dioose  to  appear.  The  party,  who  was  the  who,  if  he  could  safely  swear  to  Mr.  Hastings's 
sul^ect  of  the  peculation,  might  be  (as  here  innocence,  owed  it  as  a  debt  to  his  patron  not 
is  stated)  the  accomplice  in  it.  No  popular  to  refuse  it «  and  of  the  payment  of  this  debt 
action,  or  popular  suit,  was  provided  by  the  it  was  extraordinary  in  the  patron  not  <Mily 
dmrier,  under  whose  authority  the  court  was  to  enforce  but  to  support  the  absolute  re- 
instituted.    In  any  event,  a  suit  might  fail  in  iiiBal. 

the  coiBt  for  the  punislunent  of  an  actor  in  Although  the  majority  did  not  acquiesce  in 

IB  abase,  fcr  want  of  the  strictest  legal  proof,  this  doctrine,  they  appeared  to  have  doubts  of 

vhidi  mi^  yet  fiimiah  matter  Cot  the  cot-  the  prudence  of  eofi)rcing  it  by  viol«At  meana ; 
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bad  built  apoo  the  prosecution  of  the  Mahrat-  Cawn,  in  letters  written  by  them  to  Moodajei 
ta  war,  of  its  termination  in  a  speedy,  honoura-  Boosla,  on  the  occasion.  He  was  not  in  t 
ble,  and  advantageous  peace,  have  been  blasted  state  to  sustain  the  brunt  of  so  formidable  i 
by  the  dreadful  calamities  which  have  befall-  league,  and  ostensibly  yielded.  Such  at  least 
en  your  arms,  in  the  dependencies  of  your  was  the  turn  which  he  gave  to  his  acquiesceoee, 
presidency  of  Fort  Saint  George ;  and  chang-  in  his  letters  to  me ;  and  his  subsequent  con- 
ed the  object  of  our  pursuit,  from  the  aggran-  duct  has  justified  his  professions.  I  was  early 
dizement  of  your  power  to  its  preservation,  and  progressively  acquainted  by  him  with  the 
My  present  reason  for  reverting  to  my  own  requisition,  and  with  the  measures  whidi  were 
conduct  on  the  occasion  which  I  have  mention-  intended  to  be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  bf 
ed,  is  to  obviate  the  false  conclusions,  or  pur-  him  upon  it.  The  army  professedly  destined 
posed  misrepresentations  which  may  be  made  for  Bengal  marched  on  the  dosserra  of  the  last 
of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation,  or  as  year,  corresponding  with  the  7th  of  October, 
the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  you  Instead  of  taking  the  direct  course  to  Bebar, 
that  the  money,  by  whatever  means  it  came  which  has  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded,  by 
into  your  possessiorij  was  not  my  own ;  that  I  varied  deviations  and  studied  delays,  to  Cut- 
had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  could  tac,  where  it  arrived  late  in  May  last,  having 
have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion  which  performed  a  practicable  journey  of  tlffee 
prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  accidental  months  in  seven,  and  concluded  it  at  the  m- 
means  which  were  at  that  instant  afforded  me,  stant  commencement  of  the  rains,  which  of 
of  accepting  and  converting  it  to  the  proper-  course  would  preclude  its  operations,  and  af- 
ty  and  use  of  the  company  :  and  with  this  ford  the  government  of  Berar  a  fUrther  ioter- 
brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject.  val  of  five  months  to  provide  for  the  part  which 

Something  of  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  it  would  then  be  compelled  to  choose.    In  the 

appear  in  the  first  aspect  of  another  transac-  mean  time  letters  were  continually  writtoi  hj 

tion,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  relate,  and  of  the  rajah  and  his  minister  to  this  goT^minent, 

which  it  is  more  immediately  my  duty  to  in-  explanatory  of  their  situation  and  motives ; 

form  you : — you  will  have  been  advised,  by  proposing  their  mediation  and  guarantee  for 

repeated  addresses  of  this  government,  of  the  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the  peshwa;  and 

arrival  of  an  array  at  Cuttac,  under  the  com-  professing,  without  solicitation  on  our  part, 

mand  of  Chimnajee  Boosia,  the  second  son  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards  us,  and 

of  Moodajee  Boosia,  the  rajah  of  Berar.  the  most  determined  resolution  to  maintain  it. 

The  origin  and  destination  of  this  force  have  Conformably  to  these  assurances,  and  the 

been  largely  explained  and  detailed  in  the  cor-  acceptance  of  a  proposal  made  by  Moodajee 

respondence  of  the  government  of  Berar,  and  Boosia  to  depute  his  minister  to  Bengal  fw 

in  various  parts  of  our  consultations.     The  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  concluding  the 

minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed  the  proposed  treaty  of  peace,  application  had  been 

bounds  of  a  letter  ;  I  shall  tlierefore  confine  made  to  the  peshwa  for  credentials  to  the  same 

myself  to  the  principal  fact. — About  the  mid-  effect.    In  the  mean  time  the  fatal  news  ar- 

dle  of  the  last  year,  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  rived  of  the  defeat  of  your  army  at  Conjever- 

ibrmed  by  the  Nabob  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  by  am.    It  now  became  necessary  that  every 

which  it  was  proposed,  that,  while  the  army  other  object  should  give  place,  or  be  made 

oftheMahrattas,  under  the  command  of  Mah-  subservient,  to  the  preservation  of  the  Car- 

dajee  Sindia  and  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  was  natic ;  nor  would  the  measures  requisite  for 

employed  to  check  the  operations  of  General  that  end  admit  an  instant  of  delay.    Peace 

Goddard  in  the  west  of  India,  Hyder  Ally  with  the  Mahrattas  was  the  first  object;  to 

Cawn  should  invade  the  Carnatic ;  Mooda-  conciliate  their  alliance,  and   that  of  etery 

Jee  Boosia,  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  and  he  other  power  in  natural  enmity  with  Hyder 

himself  ths  Sircars  of  Rajamundry  and  Chic-  Ally,  the  next. — ^Instant  measures  were  taken 

acole.  (as  our  general  advices  will  inform  you)  to 

The  govefiunent  of  Berar  was  required  to  secure  both  these  points,  and  to  employ  the 

accept  the  part  assigned  it  in  this  combination,  government  of  Berar  as  the  channel  and  in- 

and  to  march  a  large  body  of  troops  immedi-  strument  of  accomplishing  them.     Its  army 

ately  into  Bengal.     To  enforce  the  request  on  still  lay  on  our  borders  and  in  distress  for  t 

the  part  of  the  ruling  member  of  the  Mah-  long  arrear  of  pay ;  not  less  occasioned  by 

ratta  state,  menaces  of  instant  hostility  by  the  the  want  of  pecuniary  funds,  than  a  stoppage 

combined  forces,  were  added  by  Mahdajee  of  communication.     An  application  had  be«i 

Sindia,  Tuckoojee  Hoolkar,  and  Nizam  Ally  made  to  us  for  a  supply  of  money ;  and  tha 
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•nm  qMcified  for  the  complete  relief  of  the 
*naj  was  sixteen  lacks.  We  had  neither 
Boney  to  spare,  nor  in  the  apparent  state  of 
thitgoremment  in  its  relation  to  ours,  would 
it  btTe  been  either  prudent,  or  consistent  with 
oar  public  credit,  to  hare  afforded  it.  It  was, 
nerertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  some 
lid  ihould  be  given ;  not  less  as  a  necessary 
relief,  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  and 
iretorn  (br  the  many  instances  of  substantial 
kindness,  which  we  had,  within  the  course  of 
the  last  two  years,  experienced  from  the  gOT- 
ommeot  of  Berar.  I  had  an  assurance  that 
such  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquiescence 
of  the  board ;  but  I  knew  that  it  would  not 
pias  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have 
become  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its 
purpose.  Convinced  of  the  necessity  o€  the 
expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
goremment  of  Berar  from  evidences  of  strong- 
er proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  ap- 
pear to  the  other  members  of  the  board,  I 
resolved  to  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire  re- 
>poDsibility  of  it  upon  myself.  In  this  mode, 
tless  considerable  sum  would  suffice :  I  ao- 
eoidingly  caused  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be 


delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  rajah  of  Berar 
resident  in  Calcutta :  be  has  transmitted  it  to 
Cuttac.— Two-thirds  of  this  sum  I  have  raised 
by  my  own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my 
official  accounts  :  the  other  third  I  have  sup- 
plied from  the  cash  in  my  hands,  belooging  to 
the  honourable  company.  I  have  given  due 
notice  to  Moodajee  Boosla  of  this  transac- 
tion, and  explained  it  to  have  been  a  private 
act  of  my  own,  unknown  to  the  other  members 
of  the  council.  I  have  given  him  expects^ 
tions  of  the  remainder  of  the  amount  required 
for  the  arrears  of  his  army,  proportioned  to 
the  extent  to  which  he  may  put  it  in  my  power 
to  propose  it  as  a  public  gratuity,  by  his  e& 
fectual  orders  for  the  recall  of  th<»e  troops,  or 
for  their  junction  with  ours. 

I  hope  I  shall  receive  your  approbation  of 
what  I  have  done  for  your  service,  and  your 
indulgence  for  the  length  of  this  narrative, 
which  I  could  not  comprise  within  a  narrower 
compass.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Honourable  sirS| 
Your  most  faithful,  obedient  and 
Humble  servant, 

Wabbxh  HAtTxiror, 
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AX  AOOOUXTT  Or  KONXT  PAID  INTO  THS  COMPAITT's  TRXA8URT  BT  THX  OOTSB* 

nouR-OBirxKAL,  siircx  thx  txar  177S. 


May     April 

1774  to  1775.  For  interest  bonds,  cb.  •  •  •  • 

For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  court,        •  .  • 

For  money  refunded  by  order  of  court}  Account  General 
Coote's  commissicm,         .... 


RMciTtd  19tli  Mar, 
Caaeellsd  Wth  Jnfy,  1T74. 


1775—1776.    For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  ooort 

do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do. 

For  bills  of  exchange  ob. 
For  deposits  -  • 

For  interest  bonds  at  8  per  cent. 
For  do.  4  per  cent.  • 

For  durbar  charges      •  • 


1776—1777. 
1777—1778. 
1778—1779. 
1779—1780. 
1780—1781. 


Iffay,  1782.     For  interest  bonds, 


(Errours  excepted.) 


«,175* 
1,43,987 

8,418  CB. 
IM^SO 


43,000 
2,38,715 
4,75,600 
1,66,000 
2,32,000 


1,80,480 
1,96,800 
1,06,000 
1,43,000 
1,21,600 


•11,55,315 
35,000 


OB.    20,94,725 


JEMUadla  Bo««,  lltk  Jsm,  ITU. 


John  Anbis,  Auditor  of  Indian  Aooounts, 


SZT&ACT8  FROM  THS  AFPXNDIX 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  a 


2^  th§  H<mmrMM  ^  SUerei  CmmwuttM  of 
tkt  HommrabU  Cvwrt  ^  Dirtttan, 

Fort  WillUa,  SM  May,  1783. 
HOVOUHABLX  •!&•, 

In  a  letter,  which  I  hare  hid  the  honour  to 
addrees  you  in  duplicate,  and  of  which  a  tri- 
plicate accompanies  this,  dated  20th  January, 
1782, 1  informed  you  that  1  had  reootred  the  o& 
ier  of  a  sum  of  money  from  the  nabob  rizier  and 
his  ministers,  to  the  nominal  amount  of  ten 
lacks  of  Ludknow  Siccas :  and  that  bills  ou 
the  house  of  Gopaul  Doss  had  been  actually 
given  me  for  the  amount,  which  X  had  accept- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  honourable  company ; 
and  I  promised  to  account  with  you  for  the 
tame  as  soon  as  it  should  be  in  my  power, 
after  the  whole  sum  had  come  into  my  posses- 
sion.    This  promise  I  now  perform;  and, 
deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  df  it,  I 
haTe  ackled  such  oiktr  sums  as  have  been  oo- 
casiooally  converted  to  the  company's  pro- 
perty through  my  means,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  like  original  destination.   Of  the  second 
of  these  you  have  been  already  advised  in  a 
letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
the  honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  29th 
of  November,  1780.    Both  this  and  the  third 
article  were  paid  immodiiUely  to  the  treasury 
by  my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive 
them  on  the  company's  account,  but  never 
passed  through  my  hainds.     The  three  sums, 
for  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like 
manner  paid  to  the  company's  treasury,  with- 
out passing  through  my  hands ;  but  their  ap- 
pn^riation  was  not  specified. 
The  sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  current  ru- 


pees was  received  while  I  was  on  mj 
to  Benares,  and  applied  as  ezpresse 
account. 

As  to  the  manner  in  whidi  these  si 
been  expended,  the  reference  whid 
made  of  it  in  the  accompanying  ac 
the  several  accounts  in  which  they  ai 
ed,  renders  any  other  specification  ol 
cessary ;  beside  that  those  accounts  ei 
or  will  have  received  a  much  stnmge 
tication  than  any  that  I  could  give  tc 

Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  i 
they  were,  except  the  second,  quie 
ferred  to  the  company's  use ;  why  b< 
taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rei 
were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  tfa 
the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjc 
which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  repl 
jTour  honourable  court  to  question 
these  points,  I  would  answer,  that 
were  tak«n  for  the  company's  ben^ 
in  wfaidi  the  company  very  much  nee( 
that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  firs 
from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving 
the  amount :  or  possibly  acted  wil 
studied  design,  which  my  memorj 
this  distance  of  time  ver^  ;  and  1 
not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  obsem 
means  with  the  rest.  I  trust,  honou 
to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  intcrpr 
my  actions,  and  assume  the  freedc 
that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a  subje 
such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable 
Your  most  faithful,  most  obedi< 
Most  humble  servant 
WauubvHai 
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▲v  Accomnr  of  sums  RscBrrxD  oir  tbx  AccoirirT  of  the  honousabls 

BT  TEHD  aOTSBirOtrB-OBimLAL,  ox  PAID  TO  TBXIR  TRXASUBT  BT   HIi   OX 
APPUXD  TO  TBBIX   SBXTICX. 


1780. 

Octobar. 


The  following  sums  were  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  bonds  granted 
for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  govemour.^eneral,  in  whose 
possession  the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  en- 
dorsed and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim  on  the  company 
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for  the  amount  either  of  principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the 

latter  having  been  received : 

One  bond,  dated  the  1st  October,  1780,  No.  1539,  1,16,000 

One  bond,  dated  the  2d  October,  1780,  No.  1540,  1,16,000  -  - 

One  bond,  dated  the  23d  Novem.  1780,  No.  1354,  1,74,000  -  - 


Hmmkn*  Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  carried  to  the  govemour-general's 
credit  in  the  12tb  page  of  the  Depositee  Journal  of  1780-81, 
molHirs  of  forts,  which  had  been  coined  in  the  mint  and  pro- 
duced, as  per  358  and  359  pages  of  the  company's  general 
journal  of  1780-81, 
GoldMohurs,  ....      12,861  12  11 

or  Calcutta  Siccas,        ...  2,05,788  14    9 

Batta  16  per  cent.         ....     32,926    3    6 


4,06,000  -  - 


1781. 

SO  April.     Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  credited  in  the  637th  page  of  the 

company's  general  journal,  as  money  received  from  the  govern 

nour^general,  on  account  of  Durbar  charges, 

Sicca  nip.         -  -  -  -  -      2,00,000  -  - 

Batta  16  per  cent.         ....         32,000  -  - 


2,38,7X5  2  S 


2,32,000  -  - 


Angort.  Received  in  cash,  and  employed  in  defraying  my  public  disburse- 
ments, and  credited  in  the  govemour-general's  account  of 
Durbar  charges  for  April,  1782        -           -           -  -         58,000  -  - 

Produce  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  governour-general's  letter  to 
the  honourable  secret  committee,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  and 
credUed  in  the  goveraour-general^s  account  of  Durbar  charges 
lbrAprU,1782, 10,30,275  18 

Current  rupees  -  -  19,64,990  3  6 

(Srrours  excepted.) 

Wakkbit  HAiTiiroi. 
rNf-woika.  aM  M^,  im. 
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I,  William  Larkins,  do  make  oath,  and  say,  that  vessel  was  6rst  ordered  for  despatch ;  and 

that  the  letter  and  account  to  which  this  am-  that  it  has  remained  closed  until  this  day,  when 

darit  is  affixed,  were  written  by  me,  at  the  it  was  opened  for  the  express  purpose  of  being 

request  of  the  honourable  Warren  Hastings,  accompanied  by  this  affidavit.    So  help  me 

Esquire,  on  the  22d  May,  1782,  from  rough  God,  William  Labkiks. 

drafts  written  by  himself  in  my  presence :  that       CAlmtta,  UtU  D«e«inb«r,  1782. 
the  cover  of  the  letter  was  sealed  up  by  him 

in  my  preaence,  and  was  then  intended  to  be  Sworn  this  16th  day  of  December,  1782,  be- 
tnofmitted  to  Tg»^l««M^  by  the  Lively,  when       fora  me.  /.  Sjfdi* 


,  HoweTer,  to  preclude  Ihe , 
libility  of  luch  nOections  TroD  afleciing 
I  have  desired  Mr.  Larking,  wt 


I  sffidarii  <^  the  due  in  nhic 


la  affii  la  the  letter 


—If  I  bad,  >t  uij  (imB,  poe- 


jieldBd  th™, 

lotho 

eompaij  publicly  J  ard 

.  ofy 

onr  aenri™   (™p™- 

craatad  bj  the 

f.poai 

ition  Qf  jour  affair.,  a>d 

&ction  in  your  count 

:il9)  requb'ed  Iboee  mp- 

I '™ld  hav 

econc 

«Ib1  them,  W  I  l»d  . 

wrong  motive 

.from; 

roun  and  tSe  public  aye 

X  that  the  difficult;.,  lo 

vhich,!  spirii 

lof  in 

juitice  nay  aubjed  bh, 

^r«Kl  1 

imwsl,  are  greaier  than 

anj  poaaibb 

onience  that  could  ban 

attended  thee 

ontealt 

nent,e>ce^tl»di«ti*. 

faction  of  m» 

.ii.d.     Tbe.e  difficulli.. 

are  but. few 

oT  those  which  I  bare  aufftred 

in  your  aervi 

<«.     Theappkuaeoftn,™ 

merited  it :  and  in  lb"  course  of  a  lervice  of 

in  your  service.     The  applause  of  my  ow 

Ihirty'two  years,  and  tea  of  thne  employed  in 

hreast  is  my  auroal  reward,  and  w«a  the  «ip 

port  of  my  mbd  in  meeting  Ihem  :  your  a; 

duties  of  tbe  firal  office  of  Ihs  British  govem- 

plause,  and  that  rf  my  country,  ue  my  nei 

ment  in  India,  that  honourable  court  ought  to 

»bh  in  life. 

know  whether  I  posseas  the  integrity  and 

honour  wbicb  are  the  first  tequialtas  of  such  a 

station.     If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  afford. 

your  mo.t  ftiihflil,  moat  obedient. 

■d  me  but  too  powerflil  incentiraa  to  tupprM* 

and  most  humble  servul. 

Wakuh  HAtnvai. 
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I  of  II 


.mpbW 


IIIusInlioDorUigai 
[  u  iffun  w«i 


e  df  md«mnifying  IS9.  Circunulu 

uordlnary  chugs  moment,  it  ippanlhiil  Ilie  ggvernour-gmsnl 

supplying  ihe  da-  had  ifat  mmBiu-D  much  at  heirt,  uid  judged  it 

od  af  M^sjurCa-  aluaJutely  nacHBarj,    The  metLOa  propcMcd 

1  of  Ihii  MaliiatLa  li'iniii-  of  dEfrsyiog  (be  siln  eipcpse  weis  racj  e^ 

isiricL  of  GiJiod,  tfwirdiiiBry  ;  and  the  money,  aj  we  cotJCflire, 

n'.i^n  of  MithdL'  must  have  come  into  hta  haods  by  im  uniuual 


1  before 


^^^^■S  reduction  of  Bas^^in,  and  in 

^^^^Koquols  mode  in  Lhi.  Gii»rat 

^^^^^^Babo  reapcctmgthesiiiiioriiras 

eompany's  money  to  tlie  army  of  Chimnajea 

^^■^■»l,td>^ced  by  llie  govern™- 

pwni  forlhe  uto  of  tlio  army  und^r  llie  corn- 

gnnsial,  be  knew  ifau  it  mi  entirely  at  hia 

Band  of  Cbimnajpe  Boosla  .vitliuut  liti^vt- 

Aorilr  or  kBO-ledge  of  the  council ;  witli  tba 

upon  himself;  nothing  but  Ihe  oM  urgent 
any  thing  short  of  full  proof  of  -uch  necessity. 

Itt.  la  reganl  to  (be  first  of  l]ie»  inio^- 

and  of  the  propriety  and  utility  of  lbs  e<tn- 

liooi,  •»  readily  conceiye,  Ibat  in  tbe  tb™ 

ordinarystep  taken  on  tba,  nccuion,  enlitls 

■ighl  be  induced  to  temporary  aecrecy  re- 

the  court  of  director!;  and  tharafora,  *.  in  the 

•peding  tba  >nembere  of  the  board,  not  only 

ttaOMB  he  might  be  apprebemive  of  oppoei- 

and  paid  into  our  tieaiury,  ve  must  also,  for 

lin  lolhe  propoHd  ^plication  of  the  money, 

the  present,  naptnd  our  judgment  respecting 

bn,  perh^ie,  beewM  double  might  ha™  ari- 

Ihe  money  eeni  to  the  Berar  army ;  without 

risty  t£  appropriating    approving  it  ijl  Ihe  leaiC  degree,  or  proceeding 
to  Ihe  GompiuiyV'usB,  on  any  account :  but     to  censure  onrgovsmout-geaer*!  for  this  truw- 
to  111,  that  then  could  be    action. 


IM 


ARTICLES  OP  CHARaa 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  8. 

■XnULCT   or  BSHOAL  tECRST  COiriVLTATZOHl,  THX  9tH  J jLMU ART f   KSI. 

1 

The  following  letter  from  the  govemour*  the  second  loan,  bearing  date  Srcm  the  Ifft  of    j 

genera]  having  been  circulated,  and  the  request  October,  for  <Mie  lack  of  sicca  rupees :  a  bead    J 

therein  made  complied  with,  an  order  on  the  to  be  granted  me,  upon  the  terns  of  the  first    i 

treasury  passed  accordingly.  loan,  bearing  date  from  the  Ist  of  October,  fir 

one  lack  (^  sicca  rupees :  a  bond  to  be  graat- 

HONOiTHABLK  SIR  AHD  SIRS.  ed  me,  upon  the  tmns  of  the  first  loaii,  bearpg 

Having  had  occasion  to  didMirse  the  som  date  from  the  2d  October,  for  one  lack  of  sjeea 

of  three  lacks  of  sicca  rupees  on  account  of  rupees. 

secret  services,  which,  having  been  advanced  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  fcc. 

from  my  own  private  cash,  1  request  the  same  (Signed) 

may  be  repaid  to  me  in  the  following  manner :  Warrxs  ILLfTurM. 

—A  bond  to  be  granted  me,  upon  the  terms  of  Fort  WilUw,MhJaMMrT,  lAL 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  9. 


AM  ACCOTTKT  OF  BOVDf   ORAimED  TO  THE   OOVBRlTOITR^OSjrERAX,,    WMOM    llT  XABV* 
ART,  1779,   TO  SlST  MAT,  1782,  WITH   INTEREST  PAID   OR  CREDITED  THERWUr.     . 


When  paid 
Into  the  Trea- 
sury. 


38d  Nov.  1780 

35th  Decern. 

ISihJan.  1781 

Do. 

Do. 

17th  March 

8th  May,  1783 

Do. 

CBJ 


Sum. 


Da^.  of  Bond 


OB. 

1,74,000 

68,600 

1,16,000 

1,16,000 

1,16,000 

50,000 

30,000 

15,000 


6,76,600 


33d  Nov.  1780 
Idth  Decern. 
1st  Oct.  1780 
3d  Do. 
1st  Do. 

17th  Mar.1781 
15th  Sep.  1781 
8th  Dec  1781 


Rate  of 
Interest. 


Spercent. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

4percent. 

Do. 

8percent 

Do. 


There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  ki- 
terest  paid  on  the  above  bonds  to  Slat  MlTa 
1782,  the  last  accounts  received.  uTum 
interest  book  1780-81,  the  last  received,  tiw 
govemour-general  has  credit  for  interegtoi 
the  first  six  to  April  1781,  to  the  amtmBt 
of  OR.  21,964.    12.    8. 

(Errours  excepted.) 
JoHB  Amiii, 
Auditor  of  Indian  AtxouatM, 

XMt-lBJk  Boom,  Sth  Jwa,  17S1. 


ARTICLES  OP  CHARGE  OP  HIGH  CRIMES  AND  MISDEMEANOURS. 


AOAIirST  WARRXir  HASTINGS,   BSq.,   LATS    OOVSRlTOVR-GEinERAL   OF  BENOAL. 

SBRTSD  TO   THR   HOUSE   OF   COMMONS  UPON  THE  4tH  DAT   OF   APRIX.,   1786. 

I.  ROHiLLA  WAR.  enco  of  the  disorders  and  corrupt  practieeS| 

which  intrigues  and  negotiations  to  bnng  about 

That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East  India     revolutions  among  the  country  powers  had 

company,  from  a  just  sense  of  the  danger  and    produced,  did  positively  and  rq»eatedly  dirert 

odium  incident  to  the  extension  of  their  con-    their  servants  in  Bengal  not  to  engage  in  any 

quests  in  the  East^Indies,  and  from  an  experi-     offensive  war   whatsoever : — that   tlie   said 


1 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS. 


107 


immMji 


il  it  dofwn  as  an  mtNiria6^  majn'm,  to&icA 
oer  to  be  matHtained,  that  they  were 
taJdng  part  in  the  political  sehemee  of 
bf«Mmlry  priacee ;  and  did,  in  particu- 
direct  that  tiiey  ahould  not  en- 
certain  prince  called  Sujah  ul 
I  €f  Ondai  and  rixier  of  the  em- 
I  beyond  certain  limits 
apaaaUjT  described, 
ludui,  Esq.  then  govem- 
m  Bengal,  did,  with 
€f  the  oouncil,  declare  his 
of  the  true  intent  and 
,  pontiTe  and  repeated  or- 
•  did    express  to  the 
iap|Hrobatioo  of  the  poli- 
that  he  adopted  the 
td  m^efaetionf  and  that 
^  the  ruinoia  teuderuy 
\lf  eNifiMtf ,  «wr  to  adopt  them, 
ffimm  A§ mboobUe  Une^f  oe^f^ 
to  ii  hjf  the  moot  obvp- 
to  the  nabob  of  Oude 
ku  obligation  to  yield 
thereto ;  and  did  solemnly 
to  the  court  of  directors, 
eenewrrawcg  of  the  whole 
object   or  consideration 
or  eompel  him  to  pass  the 
,%riMitbey  (the  directors)  had 
opetarions  with  the  vizier ;" 
tdf  dSreetors,  that  he  "  scarce 
I,  which  could  com- 
,  and  flspeose  to  be  incurred 
:**— 4bat  he  did  frequent- 
hchwtiops,  or  declarations 
paitioiilarly  in  a  letter  to 
of  the  SSd  of  November, 
words.    "  The  com- 
rsBporhmrs  are,  as  I  have  repeat- 
~  jma,  peranptoiy,  that  I  shall 
to  be  carried  beyond  the 
owB  boendwiee,  and  those  of 
ally." 
Wanen  Hastings,  in  direct 
ktaAaiaklonlers,  andtohis  own 
'.fropriotyand  coercive  authori- 
of  Us  express  promises  and 
dU,  la  SeptCBsber,  177S,  enter 
with  the  said  nabob 
the  necial  object  of  the 
fcraiah  hnn,  for  a  stipulated 
to  be  paid  to  the  East-India 
I  abody  of  iroopE for  the declar- 
laf  "IboroogUy  extirpating  the  na^ 
BoUUas  :**— a  nation,  from  whom 
^aiiy  had  never  received,  or  pretended 
«  or  ^iprehend,  any  injury  whatsoev- 


er ;  whose  country,  in  the  mooth  of  Februa- 
ry, 177S,  by  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council,  was 
included  in  the  line  of  defence  against  the 
Mahrattas,  and  from  whom  the  nabob  never 
complained  of  an  aggression  or  act  of  hostili- 
ty, nfx*  pretended  a  distinct  cause  of  quarrel, 
other  than  the  non-payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
in  dispute  between  him  and  that  people. 

That  supposing  the  sum  of  money  in  ques- 
ti(»i  to  have  been  strictly  due  to  the  said  nabob, 
by  virtue  of  any  engagement  between  him  and 
the  Rohilla  chiefii,  the  East-India  company, 
or  their  representatives,  were  not  parties  to 
that  engagement,  or  guarantees  thereof,  nor 
bound  by  any  obligation  whatever  to  eidbroe 
the  execution  of  it. 

That,  previous  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings's 
entering  into  the  agreement  or  bargain  afore- 
said to  extirpate  the  said  nation,  he  did  not 
make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  due  inquiry  into 
the  validity  of  the  sole  pretext  used  by  the 
said  nabob ;  nor  did  he  give  notice  of  the  said 
claims  of  debt  to  the  nation  of  the  Rohillas, 
in  order  to  receive  an  explanation  on  their 
part  of  the  matter  in  litigation,  nor  did  lie 
offer  any  mediation,  nor  propose,  nor  afford 
an  opportunity  of  proposing  an  agreement  or 
submission,  by  which  the  calamities  of  war 
might  be  avoided;  as,  by  the  high  state  in 
which  the  East-India  company  stood  as  a 
sovereign  power  in  the  east,  and  the  honour 
and  character  it  ought  to  maintain,  as  well  as 
by  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity,  and 
by  the  true  and  obvious  policy  (^  uniting  the 
power  of  the  Mahometan  princes  against  the 
Mahrattas,  he  was  bound  to  do  : — tl^t  instead 
of  such  previous  inquiry,  or  tender  of  good 
offices,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  stimulate 
the  ambitionn  and  ferocity  c^  the  nabob  of 
Oude  to  the  full  completion  of  the  inhuman 
end  of  the  said  unjustifiable  enterprize,  by  in- 
forming him, "  that  it  would  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  persevere  in  it  until  it  should  be 
acc<MnpUshed ;"  pretending  that  a  fear  of  the 
company's  displeasure  was  his  motive  for  an- 
nexing the  accomplishment  of  the  enterprize 
as  a  condition  of  his  assistance,  and  asserting 
"  that  he  could  not  hazard  or  answer  for  tho 
displeasure  of  the  company,  his  masters,  if 
they  should  find  themselves  involved  in  a 
fnaUeu  vrar,  or  in  an  expense  for  prosecuting 
it ;" — a  pretence  tending  to  the  high  dishonour 
of  the  East-India  company,  as  if  the  gain  to 
be  acquired  was  to  reconcile  that  body  to  the 
breach  of  their  own  orders,  prohibiting  all 
such  enterprizes.»-And  in  oider  further  to  in 
volve  the  said  nabob,  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
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treatiiif ,  be  did,  in  tha  cotme  of  the  proceed-  diief  of  their  forces,  two  meinben  of  tlieii 

iag,  purposely  put  the  said  nabob  under  diffi-  council,  and  the  secretary  to  the  coimeil,  ivhi 

cullies  in  case  he  should  decline  that  war,  and  were  not  otherwise  acquainted  with  the  prs* 

did  oblige  him  to  accept  even  the  permission  ceedings  between  him  and  the  said  nabob,  tha 

to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this  unjust  pro-  by  such  communications  as  he  thouj^  fit  It 

ject  as  a  &vour,  and  to  make  eoneeaaiorufor  it ;  make  them. 

thereby  acting  as  if  the  company  were  princi-        That  the  object  avowed  by  the  said  Warroi 

pab  in  the  hMtility  ;  and  employing  for  this  Hastings,  and  the  motives  urged  by  him,  ht 

purpose  much  double  dealing,  and  divers  un-  employing  the  British  arms  in  the  utter  eztir* 

worthy  artifices,  to  entangle  and  perplex  the  pation  of  the  Rohilla  nation,  are  stated  hf 

•aid  nabob,  but  by  means  of  which  he  found  himself  in  the  following  terms  :  *'  the  aoqo* 

himself  (as  he  has  entered  it  on  record)  ham^  sition  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees  to  thecompaiijr 

pered  and  embarra»*ed  in  a  particular  manner,  and  of  so  much  specie  added  to  the  exfanrt* 

That  the  said  compact  for  offensive  alliance  ed  currency  of  our  provinces  ; — that  it  w«d4 

in  &vour  of  a  great  prince,  against  a  consider-  give    wealth     to  Uie    nabob    of    Oode,    fi 

able  nation,  was  not  carried  on  by  projects  which  we  should  participate ;   that  the  fsii 

and  counter-projects  in  writing ;  nor  were  the  Warren  Hastings  ahouid  alvrays  be  ready  Is 

articles  and  conditions  thereof  formed  into  any  profess  that  he  cUd  reckon  the  probable  acqaki* 

regular  written  instrument,  signed  and  sealed  tion  of  wealth  among  his  reasons  for  takiig 

by  the  parties  ;  but  the  whole  (both  the  nego-  up  arms    against    lus  naghbcfurt ;— chat  il 

tiation  and  the  compact  of  the  offensive  alii-  would  ease  Uie  company  of  a  considerable  part 

ance  against  the  Rohillas)  was  a  mere  verbal  of  their  military  expense,  and  preserve  dieir 

engagement,    the    purport  and    conventions  troops  fi-om  inaction  and relaxaticm  of disc^IiM; 

whereof  nowhere  appeared,  except  in  subse-  — ^that  the  weak  state  of  the  Rohillas  pronui* 

quent  correspondence,  in  which  certain  of  the  ed  an  easy  conquest  of  them  ;  and,  finaUfi 

articles,  as  they  were  stated  by  the  several  that  such  was  his  idea  of  the  compan^s  diih 

parties,  did  materially  differ  , — a  proceeding  tress  at  home,  added  to  his  knowledge  of  their 

new  and  unprecedented,  and  directly  leading  wants  abroad,  that  he  should  have  been  gldl 

to  mutual  misconstruction,  evasion,  and  ill  of  any  occasion  to  employ  their  forces,  which 

faith,  and  tending  to  encourage  and  protect  saved  so  much  of  their  pay  and  expenses." 
every  species  of  corrupt,  clandestine  practice :         That  in  the  private  verbal  agreement  albre* 

^that  at  the  time  when  this  private  verbal  said  for  offensive  war,  the  said  Warren  Hail' 

agreement  was  made  by  the  said  Warren  ings  did  transgress  the  bounds  of  the  antbority 

Hastings  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  a  public  given  him  by  his  instructions  firom  the  oonncfl 

ostensible  treaty  was  concluded  by  him  with  of  Fort  William,  which  had  limited  his  pow- 

the  said  nabob,  in  which  there  is  no  mention  ers  to  suchcompacts  "  as  were  consistent  wiA 

whatever  of  such  agreement,    or  reference  the  spirit  of  the  company's  orders  f*  wUdi 

whatever  to  it ;  in  defence  of  which  omission  council  he  aflerwards  persuaded,  and  with  di^ 

it  is  asserted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ficulty  drew  into  an  acquiescence  in  vHiat  ks 

that  the  muUipliealion  of  treaties  weakens  their  had  done. 

^ffieaey,  and  therefore  they  should  be  reserved        That  the  agreement,  to  the  effect  aforesaid 

only  for  very  important  and  permanent  obliges-  was  settled  in  the  said  secret  conferences,  be* 

tions ;  notwithstanding  he  had  previously  de-  fore  the  10th  of  September,   177S ;  bat  tht 

clared  to  the  said  nabob,  '*  that  the  points,  said  Warren  Hastings,  concealing  firom  ikt 

which  heliad  proposed,  required  muchconside-  court  of  directors  a  matter,  of  which  it  WM 

ration,  and  the  previous  ratification  of  a  for^  his  duty  to  afford  them  the  earliest  and  IbIM 

mal  agreement  before   he  could  consent  to  information,  did,  on  the  said  10th  of 

them.'' — That  the  whole  of  the  said  verbal  her,  177S,  write  to  the  directors,  and 

agreement  with  the  nabob  of  Oude  in  his  own  ed  his  letter  over  land,  giving  them  an 

person,  without  any  assistance  on  his  part,  of  the  public  treaty,  but  taking  not  ^ 

was  carried  on  and  concluded  by  the  said  notice  of  his  agreement  for  a  meroeoarj  ntf 

Warren  Hastings  alone,  without  any  person,  against  the  nation  of  the  Rohillas. 
who  might  witness  the  same ;  without  the  in-        That  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  purport  <l 

terpreter,  though  he  confesses  that  he  spoke  the  said  clandestine  agreement  the  more  eAoi 

the  Hindoostan  language  imperfectly  f  and  al-  tually,  and  until  he  should  find  means  of  gaii^ 

though  he  had  with  him  at  that  time  and  place  ing  over  the  rest  of  the  council  to  a  ouncBr* 

several  persons  high  in  the  company's  service  rence  in  his  disobedience  of  orders,  be  enter- 

and  confidence,  namely  the  commander>in-  ed  a  minute  in  the  council  books,  giving  a 
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e- account  of  the  transaction;  in  which  mode  or  even  Unuta  of  payment,*  Nor  was 
mte  he  represented,  that  the  nabob  had  in-  any  part  of  the  money  recovered  until  the  es- 
idpropaaed  the  design  aforesaid,  and  that  he  tablishment  of  the  govemour-general  and 
yb  sadd  Vrarren  Hastings)  toaa  pleased  that  council  by  act  of  parliament,  and  their  deter- 
wrged  the  echeme  of  thia  ejcpedition  no  fur-  mination  to  withdraw  the  brigade  from  the  na- 
ff* ;  when  in  reality  and  truUi,  he  had  abso-  bob's  service :  the  resident  at  his  court,  ap« 
tflly  consented  to  the  said  enterprize,  and  pointed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having 
id  engaged  to  assist  him  in  it  (which  he  after-  written  that  he  had  experienced  much  dupUaty 
«rds  ad^tted)  and  confessed  that  he  did  act  and  deceit  in  most  of  his  transactiona  with  his 
ft  eonsequence  of  the  same.  excellency ;  and  the  said  nabob  and  hii  suo* 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  coun-  cessours  falling  back  in  other  payments  in  the 
Q  were  sensible  of  the  true  nature  of  the  en-  same  or  greater  proportion,  as  he  advanced  in 
arprize,  in  which  they  had  engaged  the  com-  the  payment  of  this  debt ;  the  consideration  of 
•ay's  arms,  and  of  the  heavy  responsibility,  lucre  to  the  company,  the  declared  motive  to 
o  whidi  it  would  subject  himself  and  the  this  shameful  transaction,  totally  fiiiled,  and 
vuncil,  "  the  personal  hazard  they,  the  coun-  no  money  in  effect  and  substance  (as  far  as  l^ 
al,nm  in  undertaking  so  uncommon  a  measure  any  account  to  be  depended  on  appears)  has 
vitfaout pontive  instructions,  at  their  own  risk,  been  obtained. 

miA  the  eyes  oi  the  whole  nation  on  the  af>  That  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  conse- 

inrs  of  the  company,  and  the  passions  and  quence  of  the  said  agreement,  and  with  the 

pte|iidices  of  almost  every  man  in  England  assistance  of  British  troops,  which  were  or* 

iniiiBed  against  the  conduct  of  the  company,  dered  to  march,  and  subjected  to  his  disposal 

Md  the  character  of  its  servants ;" — ^yet  they  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  council, 

in  tho  very  practice  which  had  brought  unjustly  entered  into  and  invade  the  country 

odium  on  the  company,  and  on  the  char-  of  the  Rohillas,  and  did  there  make  war  in  a 

its  servants,  though  they  further  say,  barbarous   and   unhuman  manner,    *^by  an 

4kHi  they  had  continually  b^re  their  eyes  the  abuse  of  victory,"  "  by  the  unnecessary  des- 

dned  of  forfeiting  the  favour  of  their  employ-  truction  of  the  country ;"  "  by  a  wanton  display 

«r«|  and  becoming  the  objects  of  ;>opu^  invec-  of  violence  and  oppression,   of   inhumanity 

tires."     The  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  and  cruelty  f  and  *'  by  the  sudden  expulsion 

nys,  at  the  very  time  when  he  proposed  the  and  casting  down  of  a  whole  race  of  people,  to 

Mwrare,  "  I  must  confess,  I  entertain  some  whom  the  slightest  benevol«x;e  was  denied." 

dtabCs  as  to  its  expediency  at  this  time,  from  When  prayer  was  made  not  to  dishonour  the 

^  drcumstances  of  the  company  at  home,  begum  (a  princess  of  great  rank,  whose  hus- 

O^osed  to  popular  clamour,  and  all  its  mea-  band  had  been  killed  in  battle)  and  other  wo- 

■ns  liable  to  be  canvassed  in  parliament  ,*  men,  by  dragging  them  aboiU  the  country j  to 

0Mr  charter  drawing  to  a  close,  and  his  ma-  be  loaded  with  the  scqffs  of  the  nabob's  r(M>lef 

fatjr's  ministers  unquestionably  ready  to  take  and  otfierunse  still  worse  used,  the  nabob  refiis- 

•motage  of  every  unfavourable  circumstance  ed  to  listen  to  the  intreaties  of  a  British  com- 

ii  die  negotiations  of  its  renewal."     All  these  mander- in-chief  in  their  favour ;  and  the  said 

UliJt  I  ations  did  not  prevent  the  said  Warren  women  of  high  rank  were  exposed,  not  only 

BMtings  firom  making  and  carrying  into  exe-  to  the  vilest  personal  indignities,  but  even  to 

Mion  the  said  mercenary  agreement  for  a  sum  absolute  want ;  and  these  transactions  being 

if  Boney,  the  payment  of  which  the  nabob  by  Colonel  Champion  communicated  to  the 

udeavoured  to  evade  on  a  construction  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  commenda- 

ft/UL  treaty ;  and  was  so  far  from  being  insist-  tions  for  his  intelligence,  and  orders  to  redress 

«1  €■,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  by  the  said  the  said  evils,  and  to  prevent  the  like  in  fu- 

Wvrai  Hastings,  that  when,  after  the  com-  ture,  by  means  which  were  suggested,  and 

pillion  of  the  service,  the  commander-in-chief  which  appear  to  have  been  proper  and  feasible, 

WM  cUrected  to  make  a  demand  of  the  money,  he  received  a  reprimand  firom  the  said  War- 

fti  ifent  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  at  the  ren  Hastings,  who  declared  that  we  had  no  au- 

nastime  assured  the  nabob,  *'  that  the  demand  thority  to  control  the  conduct  of  the  vizier  in 

VM  nothing  more  than  matter  of  form,  com-  the  treatment  of  his  subjects :  and  that  Colo- 

MB,  and  even  necessary  in  all  public  trans-  nel  Champion  desisted  from  making  furthw 

iMioM;  and  that,  although  the  board  con-  representations  on  this  subject   to  the   said 

dlered  the  claim  of  the  government  liter-  Warren  Hastings,  being  apprehensive  of  hav- 

lOy  doe,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  admin-  ing  already  run  some  risk  of  displeasing,  by 

iitntioo  to  prescribe  to  his  excellency  the  perhaps  a  too  free  communication  of  BtntU 
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Its.— TbttinoouequoBoeordMiaid  pr»- 
eeedingB  not  only  the  eminent  fiunilies  of  the 
chiefs  ^the  RohUla  nation  were  either  cut  off 
«r  banished,  and  their  wives  and  offspring  re- 
duced to  utter  ruin,  but  the  country  itself^  bere- 
finre  distinguished  above  all  others  for  the 
extent  of  its  cultivation,  as  a  garden,  not 
having  ««e  tpot  in  it  of  tinadtivaUd  groondi 
and  from  being  m  the  moat  Jhuriaking  ttate 
that  a  eomntry  eeuld  be,  was  by  the  inhuman 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  ill  go* 
^▼emment  during  the  ouisequent  usurpation, 
reduced  to  a  state  of  great  decay  and  depc^a* 
lation,  in  which  it  still  remains. 

That  the  Elast-India  company,  having  had 
reason  to  conceive,  that  for  the  purpose  of 
eoncealing  corrupt  transactions,  their  servants 
in  India  had  made  un&ir,  mutilated,  and  gar- 
bled communications  of  correspondence,  and 
■ometimes  had  wholly  withheld  the  same, 
nnde  an  order  in  their  letter  of  the  23d  of 
March,  1770,  in  the  following  tenoiir.--n 
"  The  govemour  singly  shall  correspond 
with  the  country  powers;  but  all  letters, 
before  they  shall  be  l^  him  sent,  must  be  com- 
municated to  the  otbin-  members  of  the  select 
eommittee,  and  receive  their  approbation ;  and 
also  all  letters  whaUoever,  which  may  be  re- 
oeived  by  the  govemour,  in  answer  to,  or  in 
course  of  correspondence,  shall  likewise  be 
laid  before  the  said  select  committee,  for  tibeir 
information  luid  consideration." — ^And  that  in 
their  instructions  to  their  govemour^eneral 
and  council,  dated  30th  March,  1774,  they  did 
repeat  their  orders  to  the  same  purpose  and 
effect. 

That  the  said  Warr^i  Hastings  did  not 
obey,  as  in  duty  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  said 
standing  orders ;  nor  did  communicate  all  his 
omrespondenoe  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the  c(Hn- 
pany's  agent  at  the  court  of  the  soubah  of  Oude, 
or  with  Colonel  Champion,  the  commander^ 
in-chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  the  Rohilla 
war,  to  the  select  committed;  and  when  after- 
wards, timt  is  to  say,  on  the  25th  of  October, 

1774,  he  was  required  by  the  majority  of  the 
council  appointed  by  the  act  of  parliament  of 

1775,  whose  opinion  was,  by  the  said  act,  di- 
rected to  be  taken  as  the  act  of  the  whole  coun- 
cil, to  produce  all  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton  and  Colonel  Champion,  for  the 
direction  of  their  future  proceedings  relative 
to  die  obscure,  intricate,  and  critical  trans- 
action aforesaid,  he  did  positively  and  pertina- 
cionsly  refuse  to  deliver  any  other  than  such 
parts  of  the  said  corresp<»denoe  as  he  thought 
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convenient ;  covering  Ua  ndd  illegal 
under  general  vague  prrtences  of  8ecre<7 
danger  from  the  connmmicatian ; 
aaid  order  and  instructioa  of  the  conrt  of< 
tors,  above  mentioned,  vras  urged  tol 
although  it  was  represented  to  him  by 
council,  that  they,  as  well  as  he,  wm 
hy  anoath  of  secrecy;  which  refiml  to 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  ( 
pecially  and  on  weig^  grounds  of 
pointed  tocases  of  diis  very  nature)  gMS 
to  much  jealousy,  and  excited  great 
cions  relative  to  the  motives  ud  \ 
on  which  the  Rohilla  war  had  been 
taken. 

That  the  said  Warrsn  Hastingj^  k 
grotmds  aliped  in  his  justification  offaii  i 
sal  to  communicate  to  hu  eollengaea  IB  ^ 
perior  council,  his  correspondeBce  wtt  ~ 
Middleton,  the  companjr's  resident  at  < 
was  guilty  of  a  new  dTenee;  arrogatiq^ 
himself  unprecedented  and  dangerans 
on  principles  utterly  subversive  of  aU  ertn 
discipline  in  service,  and  introduetory  ts 
rapt  confederacies  and  disobedience  ame^ 
company's  servants ;  the  said  Warran  BhM 
tings,  instated  that  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
pany's  covenant  servant,  the  pobUe 
for  transacting  the  company's  afiaks  at  _ 
court  of  the  soobah  ofOode,  and  as  such  reeiif*' 
ing  from  the  company  asalaryfbr  hisstrviMfl 
was  no  other  than  the  q0!eial  agetU  of  him  Hi 
said  Warren  Hastings,  and  that,  being  Mciiil' 
he  was  not  obliged  to  communicate  faSi  car* 
respondence. 

That  the  court  of  directon,  and  afterwarft' 
a  general  court  of  the  proprietors  of  theEaal^'^ 
India  company,  although  the  latter  ahiwwl 
&Tourahle  disposition  towards  the  said  Wtt* 
ren  Hastings,  and  expressed  (hut  witfasat  9M^ 
signing  any  ground  or  reason)  the  hi|jbMl 
opinion  oi  his  services  and  integrity,  did 

nimously  condemn  (along  with  bis  coi 

relative  to  the  Rohilla  treaty  and  wv)  W^, 
refusal  to  communicate  his  vdiole  correajpen** 
dence  with  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  snparlaf  *j 
council ;  yet  the  said  Warrai  HasCmga,  h 
defiance  of  the  opinionof  the  directnr8,andthi^' 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  general  court  ef  Atf! 
said  East-India  company,  as  well  as  the  pN^' 
cedent  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  direolioi%-* 
and  the  injuncticms  <^  an  act  of  paitiamwlj' 
has,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  ne^Mf  ^ 
made  any  communication  of  the  whole  of*  Hff' 
correspondence  to  the  govemour-genevml  Mi ' 
council,  or  to  the  court  of  diredors. 
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Angott,  177S,  inform  the  court  of  directors, 
n.  fHAW  AhLVM,  that  he  had  been  compelled^  while  a  priaoiur 

m  titmr  hand»,  to  grant  tmmuda  for  the  tur- 
,  iaa  loleinii  treaty  of  peace,  ecaiclad-  render  of  Corah  and  JlHabad  to  them ;  and  it 
6lh  of  August,  1766,  between  the  appears,  from  sundry  other  mmutes  of  their 
ta  QompaBy  and  the  late  nabob  of  own,  that  the  said  goremour  and  council  did 
Iwja  ul  D<mb^  and  highly  approved  at  all  times  consider  the  surrender  above  men- 
iBsd,  and  ratified  by  the  sau)  com-    tioned  as  eaitorted  from  the  king,  and  unquee^ 

is  agreed,  **  That  the  king  Shaw  tionably  an  act  of  violence,  which  could  not 
ail  remain  in  full  possession  of  Co-  alienate  or  impair  his  ri^t  to  those  provinces ; 
lachpart  of  the  province  of  Illiabad  and  that,  when  they  took  possession  thereof, 
w  possesses,  which  are  ceded  to  his  it  was  at  the  request  of  the  king's  naib  or  vice- 
as  a  royal  demesne,  for  the  support  roy,  who  put  them  under  the  council's  proteo- 
gaity  and  expenses.** — That  in  a  se-  tion ;  that  on  this  footing  Uiey  were  accepted 
pe«nent,  concluded  at  the  same  time  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council, 
the  king  Shaw  Allum  and  the  then  and  for  some  time  considered  by  them  as  a 
of  Bengal,  under  the  immediate  secu-  deposit  committed  to  their  care  by  a  prince,  to 
guarantee  of  the  English  company,  whom  the  possession  thereof  was  panicuUurly 
I  of  the  company  was  pledged  tor  the  guarantied  by  the  East  India  company. — In 
{for  the  annual  payment  oi  twenty-  their  letter  of  the  1st  of  March,  177S,  they  (the 
I  of  rupees,  for  his  support,  out  of  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council)  say, 
I  of  Bengal ;  and  that  the  said  com-  ^*  In  no  shape  can  this  compulsatory  cession 
I  than  receive  from  the  said  king  a  by  the  king  release  us  ftom  the  obligation  we 
tm  dewanny  of  the  provinces  of  Ben-  are  under  to  defend  the  provinces,  which  we 
ar,  and  Orissa,  on  the  express  condi-  have  so  particularly  guarantied  to  him."  But 
Mir  being  security  for  the  annual  pay-  it  ai^ars  that  they  soon  adopted  other  ideas, 
sna  aientioaed ;— that  the  East-Lndia  and  assumed  other  principles  concerning  this 
'  have  held  and  continue  to  hold,  the     object.    In  the  instructions  dated  the  1^  of 

so  grained,  and,  for  some  years,  June,  177S,  which  the  council  of  Fort  William 
iplisd  with  the  coiklitions  <»  which  gave  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  previous  to 
ipCedof  the  grant  thereof;  and  have  his  interview  with  the  nabob  Shuja  ul  Dow- 
Mi  acknowledged  that  thoy  held  the     la  at  Benares,  they  say,  that,  **  while  the  king 

m  mrtue  of  the  moguPe  granta.-^    continued  at  Delhi,  whither  he  proceeded  in 

aaid  court  of  directors,  in  their  let-  opposition  to  their  most  strenuous  remon- 
90th  Juno,  1769,  to  Bengal  declared,  strances,  they  should  certainly  consider  the 
f  asteemed  themselves  boimd  by  treaty  engagements  between  him  and  the  company  as 
tthe  king*s  person,  and  to  secure  him  dissolved,  by  this  alienation  from  them  and 
—ion  of  the  Corah  and  lUiahad  dis-  their  interest;  that  the  possession  of  so  rcH 
mdf  supposing  an  agreement  should  mote  a  country  could  never  be  expected  to 
nspecting  these  provinces,  between  yield  any  profit  to  the  company,  and  the  defence 
•ad  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  the  directors  of  it  must  require  a  perpetual  aid  of  their  for- 
j^  *<  that  they  should  be  subject  to  no  oes  ;**  yet,  in  the  same  instructions,  they  de- 
Wa  or  requisition  from  the  king,  ex-  clare  their  <^inion,  that,  ^*  if  the  king  should 
far  the  stipulated  tribute  for  Bragal,  make  overtures  to  renew  his  former  connec- 
MW  (the  governor  and  council)  were  tion.  Ma  right  to  reclaim  the  distrieta  of  Corah 
I  kta  agent,  or  remit  to  him  in  such  and  JUiahad  comldnot  with  propriety  be  diaput' 
ipfaa  mig^  direct."  ed\**  and  they   authorize  the    said  Warrcoi 

Ib  the  year  1772,  the  king  Shaw  AU  Hastings  to  restore  them  to  him,  on  condition 
>  hud  hitherto  resided  at  Allahabad,  that  he  ahottld  renounce  hia  claim  to  the  annual 
to  engagements  which  he  had  entered  tribute  of  twenty-mjf  laeka  of  rupeea,  herein- 
k  the  Maluuttas,  quitted  that  place,  before  mentioned,  atid  to  the  arreara,  which 
ipfiad  to  Delhi ;  but  having  soon  quar^  might  be  due  ;-^thereby  acknowledging  the 
lih  those  people,  and  afterwards  being  the  justice  of  a  claim,  which  Uiey  determined 
■JMoer,  had  be^i  treated  by  them  with  not  to  comply  with,  but  in  return  for  the  sur- 
al Aarespect  and  cruelty  :--ihat,  among  render  of  another  equally  valid  ; — that  never- 
■tances  of  their  abuse  of  their  imme-  theless  in  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  said 
war  over  him,  the  governor  and  ooun-  Warren  Hastings  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  on 
langal,  in  their  letter  of  the  16th  of    the  7th  of  September,  1779,  it  is  asserted,  that 
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hU  majesty  (meaning  the  king  Shaw  AUum)     army  to  defend  it,  at  the  requisitio 

having  abandoned  the  districts  of  Corah  and     Shuja  Dowla :  and  if  the  remote 

lUiabad,  and  given  a  sunnud  for  Corah  and  Cur-     those  provinces  made  the  defence 

rah  to  the  Mahrattas,  had  ther^y  forfeited  his     ficult  and  dangerous,  much  more 

right  to  the  said  districts ;"  although  it  was     cult  and  dangerous  enterprise  1 

well  known  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and     compan^s  force  in  an  attack  an 

had  been  so  stated  by  him  to  the  court  ofdireo-     the  Rohi lias,  whose  country  Is 

tors,  that  this  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  king     greater  distance  from  the  compa 

bad  been  extorted  from  him  by  violence,  while     which,  nevertheless,  the  said  "^ 

he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrat-     tings  agreed  to,   and  undertool 

tas ',  and  although  it  was  equally  well  known  to     time  when,  under  pretence  of  th 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  there  was  no-     defending  Corah  and  Illiabad, 

thing  in  the  original  treaty  of  1766,  which     provinces  to  Shuja  Dowla.     It  i 

could  restrain  the  king    from  changing   the     the  company  from  the  expense  ol 

place  of  his  residence,  consequently  that  his     country,  since  the  revenues  ther 

removal  to  Delhi  could  not  occasion  a  forfei-     ed  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  i 

ture  of  his  right  to  the  provinces  secured  to     and  these  revenues  justly  belong 

him  by  that  treaty.  P^^y  ^  lo°g  ^^  ^®  country  co 

That  the  said  Warr«i  Hastings^  in  the  re-     their  protection,  and  would  hav 

port  which  he  made  of  his  interview  and  ne-     ezponce  of  defending  it.     Fin 

gotiations  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  dated  the  4th     sum  of  fifly  lack  of  rupees,  stipi 

of  October,  1773,  declared  ''that  the  adminis-     said  Shuja  Dowla,  was  inadeq 

tration  would  have  been  culpable  in  the  highest     lue  of  the  country,  the  annu 

degree,  in  retaining  possession  of  Corah  and     which  were  stated  at  twenty<^i 

Illiabad  for  any  other  jntrpote  than  that  of    pees,  which  General  Sir  Robe 

making  an  advantage  by  the  diepoeal  of  them"     conmiander-in-chief  of  the  con 

and  therefore  he  had  ceded  them  to  the  vizier     affirms,  toas  certain,  and  too  g 

for  fifly  lacks  of  rupees ;  a  measure,  for  which     to  admit  of  a  doubt, 

he  had  no  authority  whatever  from  the  king         That  the  king  Shaw  AIlui 

Shaw  AUum,  and  in  the  execution  of  which     some  years,  the  annual  tribat 

no  reserve  whatever  was  made  in  favor  of  the     lacks  of  rupees  above  mentione 

rights  of  that  prince,  nor  any  care  taken  of    titled  to  continue  to  receive  it 

his  interests.  engagement  deliberately,  and  i 

That  the  sale  of  these  provinces  to  Shuja     consideration,  entered  into  w 

Dowla  involved  the  East-India  company  in  a     company's  servants,  and  appra 

triple  breach  of  justice,  since,  by  the  same  act,     fied  by  the  company  themselvet 

they  violated  a  treaty,  they  sold  the  property     gagement  was  absolute   and 

of  another,  and  they  alienated  a  deposit  com-     and  did  neither  express,  nor  su] 

mitted  to  their  friendship  and  good  faith,  and     in  which  the  said  king  shoali 

as  such  accepted  by  them ; — ^that  a  measure  of    company  should  have  a  right 

this  nature  is  not  to  be  defended  on  motives  of    tribute ; — ^that,  nevertheless,  tl 

policy  and  convenience,  supposing  such  mo-     Hastings  and  his  council,  im 

tives  to  have  existed,  without  a  total  loss  of  pub-     selling  the  king's  country  to  S 

lie  honour,  and  shaking  all  security  in  the  faith     solved  to  withhold,  and  actual 

of  treaties ;  but  that,  in  reality,  the  pretences     payment  of  the  said  tribute,  of 

urged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  sell-     Shaw  Allum  has  never  sine 

ing  the  kiiig's  country  to  Shuja  Dowla,  were     part;— that  this  resolution  o 

false  and  invalid.    It  could  not  strengthen  our     not  justified  even,  by  themse 

alliance  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla ;  since,  paying     pies  of  right  and  justice,  but 

a  price  for  a  purchase,  he  received  no  &vour,     policy  and  convenience,  by 

and  incurred  no  obligation.    It  did  not  free  the     founded  claims  of  right  and  ju 

company  from  all  the  dangers  attending  either     times  be  set  aside  and  defeatec 

a^  remote  property  or  a  remote  connection ;     ed  it  highly  impolitic  and  ui 

since,  the  moment  the  country  m  question  be-     the  draughts  of  the  king  until  tl 

came  part  of  Shuja  Dowla's  dominions,  it  was     fied  of  his  amicable  intentions. 

included  in  the  company's  former  guarantee  of    new  allies."    But  neither  had 

those  dominions,  and  in  case  of  invasion,  the     to   question  the  king's  amici 

company  www  obliged  to  send  part  of  their    nor  was  he  pledged  to  answer 
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u;  his  trusting  to  the  good  fkith  of  "  that  the  sword  which  gave  us  the  dominion 
lie,  and  reljing  on  their  assistance  to  of  Bengal,  must  be  the  instrument  of  its  pre- 
lum in  the  possession  of  his  capital,  servation.  and  that,  if  it  should  ever  cease  to 
re  been  imprudent  and  impolitic  ,*  but  be  ours,  tne  next  proprietor  would  derive  his 
isores,  however  ruinous  to  himself,  right  and  possession  from  the  same  natural 
DO  enmity  to  the  English,  nor  were  ehcaier.^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to 
iuctive  of  any  effects  injurious  to  the  answer  any  immediate  purpose,  adopts  any 
iterests.  And  it  is  plain,  that  the  principle  ofpolicy,  however  fidse  or  dangerous, 
ran  Hastings  and  his  council  were  without  any  regard  to  former  declarations 
iwure,  that  their  motives  or  pretences  made,  or  to  principles  avowed  on  other  ooca^ 
Iding  the  tribute  were  too  weak  to  sions  by  himself ;  and  particularly  that,  in  his 
iir  conduct,  having  principally  insist-  conduct  to  Shaw  Allum,  he  first  maintained, 
educed  state  of  their  treasury,  which,  that  the  grants  of  that  prince  were  of  no  avail, 
dftendered it impraeticcAleio comply  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Bengal  by  the 
pa^eTtts.  The  right  of  a  creditor  sword,  which  he  has  falsely  declared  the  source 
epoid  on  the  circumstances  of  the  of  right,  and  the  natural  charter  of  dominion ; 
1  the  contrary,  the  plea  of  inability  whereas,  at  a  later  period,  he  has  declared,  that 
virtual  acknowledgement  of  the  debt,  the  sovereignty  of  the  family  of  Shaw  Allum  is 
he  creditor's  right  were  denied,  the  universally  acknowledged,  and  that  the  com- 
I  be  superfluous.  pany  itself  derives  its  constituti(mal  domimco 
le  £astF>India  company,  naving  on  from  their  ostensible  bounty, 
violated  the  engagements,  and  re* 

le  conditions  on  which  they  received,  — — 
hitherto  held  and  enjoyed,  the  de- 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  fix>m  the  HI.    BENARES, 
r  Allum,  have  Uiereby  forfeited  all 

title  to  tho  said  dewanny  arising  part  i. 

lid  grant,  and  that  it  is  free  and  open  j^.  ^,  ^^  j^^,  ^^  ^^  jj  .^  ^jr  Senarea 
1  king  to  resume  such  grant,  and  to 

to  any  other  prince  or  state ; — ^that,  I. — That  the  territory  of  Benares  is  a 
inding  any  distress  or  weakness  to  fruitful,  and  has  been,  not  long  since,  an  order- 
may  be  actually  reduced,  his  lawful  ly,  well  cultivated  and  improved  province ;  of 
,  as  sovereign  o€  the  Mogul  empire,  great  extent ;  and  its  capital  city,  as  Warren 
sknowledged  in  India,  and  that  his  Hastings,  Esq.  has  informed  the  court  of  di- 
tlie  dewanny  would  sufficiently  au-  rectors,  in  his  letter  of  the  21st  of  November, 
nd  materially  assist  any  prince  or  1781,  '*  is  highly  revered  by  the  natives  of  the 
■0^  attempt  todispossess  the  East-  HindQ  persuasion;  so  that  many,  who  have 
ipany  thereof,  since  it  would  convey  acquired  independent  fortunes,  retire  to  close 
hkh  could  not  be  disputed,  and  to  theirdays  in  a  place  so  eminently  distinguished 
Aing  but  force  codd  be  opposed,  for  its  sanctity :"  and  he  further  acquaints  the 
dMM  opinions  be  more  strongly  im-  directors,  **  that  it  may  rather  be  considered 
■n  they  have  been  lately  by  the  said  as  the  seat  of  the  HindO  religion,  than  as  the 
Hastings  himself,  who,  in  a  minute,  capital  of  a  province.    But  as  its  inhabitants 
the  1st  of  December,  1784,  has  de-  are  not  composed  of  Hindtis  only,  the  former 
It  "  fiillen  as  the  house  of  Timur  is,  wealth,  which  flowed  into  it  from  the  offerings 
ha  relic  of  the  most  illustrious  line  of  pilgrims,  as  well  as  from  the  transactions 
fliem  world ; — that  its  tovereignty  i$  of  exchange,  for  which  its  central  situation  is 
[ifadbunofed^eci,  though  the  substance  adapted,  has  attracted  numbers  of  Mahome- 
ionger  exists ;  and  that  the  company  dans,  who  still  continue  to  reside  in  it  with 
ivas  its  constitutional  dominion  from  their  families."    And  these  circumstances  o« 
■bie  bounty.'*  the  city  of  Benares,  which  not  only  attracted 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  this  the  attention  of  all  the  different  descriptions  oi 
ga,  has  renounced  and  condemned  the  men  who  inhabit  Indostan,but  interested  them 
on  which  he  avowedly  acted  towards  warmly  in  whatever  it  might  suffer,  did,  in  a 
1  in  the  year  1773,  when  he  denied  peculiar  manner,  require,  that  the  govemoup- 
onmids  or  grants  of  the  mogul,  if  they  general  and  council  of  Calcutta  should  con- 
tiie  bands  of  another  nation,  would  duct  themselves  with  regard  to  its  rulers  and 
■  mtj  thing ;  and  when  he  declared,  inhabitants,  when  it  be(»me  dependent  on  tb 
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companyf  on  the  most  distinguished  principles  all  parties.*'  And  the  said  Harper,  in  his  I<l 
of  good  iSuth,  equity,  moderation,  and  mild-  ter  of  the  8th  October,  1770,  giving  an  accon 
neas.  of  the  investiture  aforesaid,  did  express  him 

self  in  these  words :  '^  I  will  leave  the  jcaa^ 
II. — That  the  rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  late  rajah,  and  others,  to  acquaint  you  how  I  ham 
prince  or  zemindar  of  the  province  aforesaid,  conducted  myself;  only  thus  much  let  meny 
was  a  great  lord  of  the  Mogul  empire,  depeo-  that  I  have  kept  a  strict  eye  not  to  HimmMt 
dent  on  the  same,  through  the  vizier  of  the  our  national  honour,  disinterestedness  and  ji» 
empire,  the  late  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  nabob  of  tice ;  which  I  will  conclude  has  had  a  greater 
Oude  ;  and  the  said  Bulwant  Sing,  in  the  com-  effect  in  securing  to  the  company  their  vast 
mencement  of  the  English  power,  did  attach  possessions,  than  even  the  force  of  arms,hoifh 
himself  to  the  cause  of  the  English  company ;  ever  formidable,  could  do."  The  president  of 
and  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  company  Calcutta  testified  his  approbati(»i  of  the  said 
did  acknowledge,  in  their  letter  of  the  26th  Harper's  conduct  in  the  strongest  terms,  thit 
of  May,  1768,  theit  Bulwant  Sing's  joining  as  is  in  the  following  :  **^  Your  (Usinterestedoess 
at  the  same  time  he  did,  was  oingrud  $ervieef  has  been  equally  distinguishable  as  your  abili* 
and  the  stipulation  in  his  favour  was  what  he  ties,  and  both  do  you  the  greatest  honour.' 
was  justly  entitled  to  :"^-and  they  did  com- 
mend **  the  care  that  had  been  taken  (by  the  FV.— That  the  agreement  between  the  ra- 
then  presidency)  of  those  that  had  shown  their  jah  and  nabob  aforesaid,,  continued  on  both 
attachment  to  them  (the  company)  during  the  sides  without  any  violation,  under  the  sanction 
war  ,*"  and  they  did  finally  express  their  hope  and  guarantee  of  the  East-India  company,  fiir 
and  expectation  in  the  words  folio witag :  "  The  three  years ;  when  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
moderation  and  attention  paid  to  those  who  being  then  president,  did  propose  a  further  ooo- 
have  espoused  our  interests  in  this  war,  will  firmation  of  the  said  grant ;  and  did,  on  tfaa 
restore  our  reputation  in  Hindostan,  and  that  12th  of  October,  1773,  obtain  a  delegation  fiir 
the  Indian  powers  will  be  convinced,  NO  himself  to  be  the  person  to  negotiate  the  same; 
breach  of  treaty  toUl  ever  have  our  eanction,^*     it  being  his  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  report 

of  October  4th,  1773,  that  the  rajah  was  not 
III. — That  the  rajah  Bulwant  Sing  died  on     only  entitled  to  the  inheritance  of  his  zemin- 
the  23d  of  August,  1770,  and  his  son,  Cheit    dary  by  the  grants  through  Captain  Harper, 
Sing,  succeeding  to  his  rights  and  pretensions,     but  that  the  preceding  treaty  of  Illiabad,  though 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta   (John  Cartier,     literally  expressing  no  more  than  a  security 
Esquire,  being  then  president)   did  instruct     personal  to  Bulwant  Sing,  did,  notwithstand- 
Captain  Gabriel  Harper  to  procure  a  confir-     ing,  in  the  true  sense  and  import  there<^,  ex- 
mation  of  the  succession  to  his  son  Cheit  Sing,     tend  to  his  posterity ;  ^^  and  that  it  had  bsea 
**  as  it  was  of  the  utmost  political  import  to     difiTerently  understood  (that  is  not  literally) 
the  company's  affairs ;  and  that  the  young  man     by  the  company,  and  by  this  administratioB ; 
ought  not  to  consider  the  price  to  be  paid  to     and  the  vizier  bad  6^ore  put  it  out  of  all  dis- 
satisfy the  vizier'ejealouty  and  avarice."    And     pute  by  the  solemn  act,  passed  in  die  rajal^t 
they  did  further  declare  as  follows :  *'  the  strong     &vour  on  his  succession  to  the  zemindary." 
and  inviolable  attachment  which  subsisted  be- 
twixt the  company  and  the  father,  makes  us        V. — That  the  council,  in  their  instractioH 
most  readily  interpose  our  good  offices  for  the     to  the  said  Govemour  Hastings,  did  empower 
son."    And  the  young  rajah  aforesaid  having     him  "  to  renewj  in  behalf  of  the  Rajah  Cheit 
agreed,  under  the  mediation  of  Captain  Har-     Sing,  the  stipulation  which  was  formerly  made 
per,  to  pay  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds     with  the  vizier,  in  consideration  of  his  serricei 
as  a  gifi  to  the  said  vizier,  and  to  increase  his     in  1764 ;"  and  the  government  was  aocordiof- 
tributeby  near  thirty  thousand  pounds  annually     ly  settled  on  the  rajah  and  his  posterity,  or  to 
a  deed  of  confirmation  was  passed  by  the  said     his  heirs,  on  the  same  footing  on  which  it  was 
yiziertothesaidrajah,aud  his  heirs,  by  which     granted  to  his  said  &ther,  excepting  the  ad- 
be  became  a  purchaser  for  valuable  considers-    dition  aforesaid  to  the  tribute ;  with  an  express 
tions  of  his  right  and  inheritance  in  the  zem-    provision,  "  that  no  increase  shall  ever  here- 
indary  aforesaid.  In  consequence  of  this  grant,     after  be  demanded."    And  the  grant  and  stipn* 
so  by  him  purchased,  the  rajah  was  solemnly     lation  aforesaid  was  further  ocmfirmed  by  ths 
invested  with  the  government  in  the  city  of    said  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  under  the  company^ 
Benares,  ^*  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  nu-     guarantee,  by  the  most  solemn  and  awful  form 
merous  people,  and  to  the  great  satis&ction  of    of  oath  known  in  the  iVIahomedan  religioBi 
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inserted  ia  the  body  of  the  deed  or  grant ;  and  amounting  to  Benares  sicca  rupees,  83i71,6M,« 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  strongly  impressed  12,  to  be  disposed  of  as  is  expressed  in  the 

with  the  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  protecting  following  article;  that  no  other  demand  6e 

the  rajah,  and  of  the  injustice,  malice,  and  ava-  made  on  him  either  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  or 

rice  of  the  said  Shuja  Dowla,  and  the  known  this  government ;  nor  any  kind  of  authority  mr 

family  enmity  subsisting  between  him  and  the  jurisdiction  be  exercised  by  either  within  th§ 

lajah,  did  declare,  in  his  report  to  the  council,  districts  assigned  to  him."     To  which  minut« 

ts  follows  :  <<  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  ra-  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  subjoin  the 

Mi's  ii^ritance,  and  perhaps  his  life,  are  no  following  observation  in  writing,  and  recorded 

longer  safe  than  while  he  enjoys  the  company's  therewith  in  the  council  books,  that  is  to  say ; 

protection,  which  is  his  due  by  the  ties  of  jus-  "  The  rajah  of  Benares,  from  the  tituation  ^ 

tioe,  and  the  obligations  of  public  faith."  Ivis  country;  which  is  a  frontier  to  the  province* 

of  Oude  and  Bahar^  may  he  made  a  serviceof 

VI.— That  some  time  after  the  new  confir-  ble  ally  to  the  company,  whenever  their  ^ff'mxt 
mation  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  shM  require  it.  He  has  always  been  consider^ 
1774,  the  govemour-general  and  council,  which  ed  in  this  light,  both  by  the  company  and  the 
had  been  formed,  and  the  members  thereof  ap-  sttceessive  members  of  the  late  council ;  but  to 
pointed,  by  act  of  parliament,  did  obtain  the  insure  his  attachment  to  the  company,  his  inters 
assignment  of  the  sovereignty  paramount  of  est  must  be  connected  tnth  it,  which  cannot  be 
Ae  said  government  by  treaty  with  the  nabob  better  ^ected  than  by  freeing  him  totally  Jrem 
of  Onde ;  by  which,  although  the  supreme  do«  the  REMAINS  of  his  present  vassalage,  un* 
■inioB  was  changed,  the  terms  and  the  condi-  der  the  guarantee  and  protection  of  the  com^ 
tioBs  of  the  tenure  of  the  rajah  of  Benares  pony ;  and  at  the  same  time  guarding  him 
remained ;  as  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  could  against  any  apprehensions  from  this  govern^ 
transfer  to  the  East-India  company  no  other  ment,  by  thus  pledging  its  faith  that  no  en- 
pr  greater  estate  than  he  himself  possessed  in  croachment  shcUl  ever  be  made  on  his  rights  6y 
or  over  the  said  zemindary.  But  to  obviate  the  company."  And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
iny  misconstruction  on  the  subject,  the  said  ings,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1775,  did  himself  pro- 
Warren  Hastings  did  propose  to  the  board,  pose,  among  other  articles  of  the  treaty  rela- 
thatwhateverprovisionmight  in  the  said  treaty  tivc  to  this  object,  one  of  the  following  te- 
he  made  lor  the  interest  of  the  company,  the  nour :  "  that  whilst  the  rajah  shall  continue 
same  should  be  *^  without  an  encroachment  on  faithful  to  these  engagements,  and  punctual  in 
the  just  rights  of  the  rajah,  or  the  engagements  his  payments,  and  shall  pay  duo  obedience  to 
eduaOy  eubsietiHg  with  himJ"  the  authority  of  this  government,  no  more  de» 

mands  shall  be  made  upon  him  by  the  honour- 

Vn. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  able  company  of  ANY  KIND ;  or,  any  pre- 

famring,  or  pretending  to  have,  an  extraordina-  tence  whatsoever,  shall  any  person  be  allowed 

ly  care  of  Uie  interest  of  the  rajah  of  Benares,  to  interfere  with  his  authority,  or  to  disturb  the 

£d,  oa  his  transfer  of  the  sovereignty,  propose  peace  of  his  country.''     And  the  said  article 

t  new  grant  to  be  conveyed  in  new  instru-  was,  by  the  other  members  of  the  council,  a«- 

Bwnts  to  the  said  rajah,  conferring  upon  him  sented  to  without  debate, 
forther  privileges;  namely,  the  addition  of  the 

sovereign  rights  of  the  mint,  and  of  the  right  IX. — ^On  transferring  the  rajah's  tribute 
of  criminal  justice  of  life  and  death  ;  and  he  from  the  nabob  to  the  company,  the  stipulation 
die  aaid  Warren  Hastings,  as  govemour-ge-  with  the  nabob  was  renewed  on  the  profiosi- 
neral,  did  himself  propose  the  resolutions  for  tion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  and 
that  porpose  incouncil,  in  the  following  words,  expressed  in  a  yet  more  distinct  manner; 
with  remarks  explanatory  of  the  principles,  namely,  "  that  no  more  demands  shall  be  made 
upon  which  the  grants  aforesaid  were  made :  upon  him,  by  the  honourable  company,  of  any 
namely,  kind  ;"  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  jus- 
Minute,  tification  of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  rajah 

"  a  complete  and  uncontrolled  authority  over 

Vin.— "  That  the  perpetual  and  indepen^  his  zemindary,"  did  enter  on  the  council  book 

dent  possession  of  the  zemindary  of  Benares,  the  following  reasons  for  investing  him  with 

and  its  dependencies,  be  confirmed  and  guar-  the  same ;  strongly  indicating  the  situation  in 

aetied  to  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  and  his  heirs  which  he  must  be  left  under  any  other  circum- 

Ibr  ever,  eubjeet  only  to  the  annual  payment  of  stances,  whether  under  the  nabob  of  Oude,  or 

lis  reoemtee  Mtherto  paid  to  t/ke  late  vin'sr,  under  the  English,  or  under  the  double  influ* 

Vol.  ni.— 8 
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•nee  of  both :  "  that  the  security  of  his  per-  of  the  intentions  of  the  company  towards  hin, 

SOD  and  podcessions,  from  the  company's  pro-  and  of  the  true  sense  and  construction  of  th« 

taction,  may  be  rated  equal  to  many  lacks  of  grants  to  him,  the  said  rajah,  to  be  made,  the 

rupees,  wMehj  though  »aved  to  hinij  are  no  lota  govemour-general  (he  the  said  Warren  Has- 

to  the  government,  on  which  he  depende,  being  tings)  and  council  did,  on  the  24tb  Auguirt, 

otf  artidee  of  invieible  expense ;  in  fees  to  the  1775,  instruct  Mr.  Fowke,  the  resident  at  the 

ministers  and  officers  of  the  nabob  ;  in  the  rajah's  court,  in  the  following  words :  "  It  is     \' 

charges  of  a  double  establishment  of  vackeels  proper  to  assure  the  rajah  we  do  not  mean  to 

to  both  governments ;  in  presents  and  charges  increase  his  tribute,  but  to  require  from  him  an 

of  accommodation  to  the  nabob,  during  his  resi-  exact  sum.     That,  under  the   sovereignty  of 

dance  at  any  place  within  the  boundaries  of  his  the  company,  we  are  determined  to  leave  him 

zemindary;  in  the  frauds,  embezzlements,  and  the  free  and  uncontrolled  management  of  the 

oppressions  exercised  in  the  mint  and  cutwally ;  internal  government  of  his  country,  and  the 

beside  the  allowed  profits  of  those  officers,  and  collection  and  regulation  of  tlie  revenues,  so 

the  advantages,  which  every  man  in  occasioned  long  as  he  adheres  to  the  terms  of  his  engage 

power,  or  in  the  credit  of  it,  might  make  of  the  ment ;  and  will  never  demand  any  augmmta- 

rajaiCs  known  weakness,  and  the  dread  he  stood  tion  of  the  annual  tribute  which  may  be  fiied." 
in  both  of  the  displeasure  of  the  nabob,  and 

Ike  Ul-wHl  of  individuals  among  the  English^  XI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and 
who  were  aU  considered,  either  in  their  present  the  council-general,  not  being  satisfied  with 
stations  or  connections,  or  the  right  of  success  having  instructed  the  resident  to  make  the  re- 
turn as  members  of  the  state  of  Bengal.  It  presentation  aforesaid,  to  renaove  all  suspi- 
would  be  scarce  possible  to  enumerate  all  the  cion  that  by  the  new  grants  any  attempt  should 
inconveniences  to  which  the  rajah  was  liable  insidiously  be  made  to  change  his  former  te- 
rn his  former  situation,  or  to  estimate  the  pre-  nure,  did  resolve  that  a  letter  should  be  writ- 
cise  effect  which  they  produced  on  his  revenue,  ten  by  the  govemour-general  himself  to  the 
and  on  the  gross  amount  of  his  expense  ;  but  rajah  of  Benares,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Fowke 
it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  both  were  the  resident,  together  with  his  credentials; 
enormous,  and  of  a  nature  the  most  likely  to  in  which  letter  they  declare  "  the  board  will- 
lessen  the  profits  of  government,  instead  of  irg  to  continue  the  grant  of  the  zemindary  to 
adding  to  them."  And  in  justification  of  his  him,in  as  fuU  and  ample  a  manner  as  hepos- 
proposal  of  giving  the  rajah  the  symbols  of  sessed  it  from  former  sovereigns ;  and  on  his 
sovereignty  in  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  paying  the  annual  tribute,  &c."  And  in  ex* 
in  the  coining  of  money,  as  pledges  of  his  in-  plaining  the  reasons  ibr  granting  to  him  the 
dependence,  he  states  the  deplorable  situation  mint  and  criminal  justice  they  inform  him,  that 
of  princes  reduced  to  dependence  on  the  vizier,  this  is  done  in  order  "  that  he  may  possess  an 
or  the  company,  and  obliged  to  entertain  an  uncontrolled  and  free  authority  in  the  regula- 
English  resident  at  their  court,  in  the  follow-  tion  and  government  of  his  zemindary." 
ing  words :   "  It  is  proposed  to  receive  the 

payment  of  his  (the  rajah's)  rents  at  Patna,  XII. — That,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1776, 

because  that  is  the  nearest  provincial  station,  the  board  and  council  did  order  that  the  pro- 

and  because  it  would  not  frustrate  the  inten-  per  instruments  should  be  prepared  ftw  con- 

tion  of  rendering  the  rajah  independent.     If  a  voyingto  the  rajah  aforesaid,  the  government 

resident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  money  and  criminal  justice  and  mint  of  Benares,  with 

as  it  became  due,  at  Benares,  ntch  a  resident  its  dependencies,  "  in  the  usual  form  ;  express 

would  unavoidably  acquire  an  influence  over  ing  the  conditions  already  resolved  on  in  the 

the  rajah,  and  over  his  country,  which  would  several  proceedings  of  the  board.""    And  on  the 

in  ^ect  render  Jam  master  of  both.    This  con-  same  day  a  letter  was  written  to  the  resident 

sequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought  com-  at  Benares,   signifying  that  they  had  ordered 

pletely  to  pass  without  a  struggle,  and  many  the  proper  instruments  to  be  prepared,  sped- 

appeals  to  council,  which,  in  a  government  fying  the  terms  concerning  the  remittance  of 

c<mstituted  like  this,  cannot  fail  to  terminate  the  rajah's   tribute  to  Calcutta,  as  well    as 

against  the  rajah ;  and  by  the  construction  to  "  the  several  other  conditions  which  had  been 

which  his  opposition  to  the  agent  would  be  lio'  already  agreed  to  ;  and  that  they  should  for- 

Ne,  might  eventually  draw  on  him  severe  re-  ward  it  to  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the  rajah." 

strutHons,  and  reduce  him  to  the  mean  and  dc  And  on  the  20th  of  March,  following,  the  board 

proved  state  of  a  mere  zemindar.*^  did  again  explain  the  terms  of  the  said  tribute 

X>^Thftt  in  order  to  satisfy  the  said  rajah  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  did 
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At  a  sanrnid  (grmnt  or  patent^  for  hU  But  the  resident,  on  receiving  the  same,  did 

Sing's)  zemindary  should  be  furnished  transmit  the  several  objections  made  by  the 

hese  and  the  conditiont  b^ore  agreed  rajah  thereto  ;  and  particularly  to  a  clause  in 

the  patent,  made  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
engagements  of  the  council  so  solemnly  and 

. — That  during  the  course  of  the  trans-  repeatedly  given ;  by  which  clause  the  former 

aforesaid  in  council,  and  the  various  patents  are  dedared  to  be  nulL    That  on  the 

«s  given  to  the  rajah  and  the  court  of  representation  aforesaid,  on  the  29th  July,  the 

t,  certain  improper  and  fraudulent  prac-  secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  new  and  pro- 

*e  used  with  regard  to  the  symbols  of  per  instruments^  omitting  the  clauee  deeUaing 

ire,  which  ought  to  have  been  given,  the  former  patenU  to  be  nuUf  and  the  said  new 

form  of  the  deeds,  by  which  the  said  patents  were  delivered  to  the  rajah ;  and  the 

ry  ought  to  have  been  granted ;  for  it  others,  which  he  objected  to,  as  well  as  those 

that  the  original  deeds  were  signed  by  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  originally, 

■d  on  the  4th  September,  1775,  and  were  returned  to  the  presidency.     But  neither 

ted  to  Mr.  Fowke,  the  resident  at  the  the  first  set  of  deeds,  nor  the  fraudulent  patent 

ourt :  and  that,  on  the  20th  of  Novem-  aforesaid,  nor  the  new  instruments  made  out 

wing,  the  court  of  directors  were  ac-  on  the  complaint  of  the  rajah,  omitting  the 

I  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  the  exceptional  words,  have  been  inserted  in  the 

tbat  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  had  been  in-  records,  although  it  was  the  particular  duty  of 

ith  the  sannud  (charters  or  patent)  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that  all  transactions 

»mindary,  and  the  kellaut  (or  robes  with  the  country  powers  should  be  faithfully 

iture)  in  all  the  proper  forms.    But,  entered ;  as  well  as  to  take  care  that  all  in- 

ft  of  October,  1775,  the  rajah  did  com-  struments  transmitted  to  them,  on  the  faith  of 

ho  govemour-general  and  council,  that  the  company,  should  be  honestly,  candidly,  and 

lut  (or  robes)  with  which  he  was  to  be  fairly  executed,  according  to  the  true  intent 

according  to  their  order,  '*t«  not  of  the  and  meaning  of  the  engagements  entered  into 

\d  as  that  which  he  received  from  the  on  the  part  cf  the  company  :  giving  by  the 

ier  on  the  like  occasion.**    In  conse-  said  complicated,    artificial,    and   fraudulent 

if  the  said  complaint,  the  board  did,  management,  as  well  as  by  his  said  omitting 

letln'to  the  resident  (^  the  11th  of  the  to  record  the  said  material  document,  strong 

Hith,    desire  him  "to  make  inquiry  reason  to  presume  that  he  did  even  then  me- 

ig  Uie  nature  of  the  kellaut,  and  invest  dilate  to  make  some  evil  use  of  the  deeds  which 

lame  of  the  eame  sort  on  the  part  of  this  he  thus  withheld  from  the  company,  and  which 

WBt,  instead  of  that  which  they  for-  he  did  afterwards  in  reality  make,  when  he 

lescribed  to    him."    And  it  appears  found  means  and  opportunity  to  eflect  hif  evil 

NTobable,  that  the  instruments  which  purpose. 
Ated  the  said  robes  of  investiture  were 

a  manner  comformable  to  the  orders  _— 
ctitms  of  the  board,  and  the  conditions 

I  agreed  to ;  as  the  rajah,  who  com-  PART  U. 
of  the  insufficiency  of  the  robes,  did 

»  complaint  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  Dxsioxrs  of  mr.  bastings  to  kuxh  thx 

Bots,  or  of  any  deviation  in  them  from  hajah  of  ben  ares. 
bad  formerly  received  fi'om  the  vizier. 

ipy  or  duplicate  of  the  eaid  deede  or  I.— That  the  tribute  transferred  to  the  com- 

mtt,  was  in  some  manner  surrepti*  pany  by  the  treaty  with  the  nabob  of  Oude, 

Utposed  of,  and  withheld  from  the  re-  being  250,000/.  a  year  sterling,  and  upwards, 

'the  company,  and  never  was  transmit^  without  any  deduction  wliatsoever,  was  paid 

«  eosai  of  directors,  monthly,  with  such  punctual  exactness,  as  had 

no  parallel  in  the  company's  dealings  with 

'.—That  several  months  afler  the  said  any  of  the  native  princes  or  with  any  subject 

ent  and  investiture,  namely,  on  the  15th  zemindar,  being  the  only  one  who  never  was 

1, 1776,  the  secretary  informed  the  court  in  arrears ;  and,  according  to  all  appearance, 

had  prepared  a  sannud,  cabbolut,  and  a  perfect  harmony  did    prevail  between  the 

[that  is,  a  patent,  an  agreement,  and  a  supremo  council  at  Calcutta  and  the  rajah. 

ill)  for  Cheit  Sing's  zemindary ;  and  But  though  the  rajah  of  Benares  furnished  no 

ud  otdired  the  same  to  be  executed,  oocasion  of  displeasure  to  the  board,  jet  U 


118  ARTICLES  OF  CHARGE 

since  appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  poys,  to  be  raised  and  maintained  at  Jus  own 

did,  at  some  time  in  the  year  1777,  conceive  jpetwe,'"  and  the  said  expense  was  estimated  at  be- 

dlspleasure  against  him.     In  that  year,  ho  the  tween  fiily  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
said  Warren  Hastings,  retracted  his  own  act 

of  resignation  of  his  office,  made  to  the  court         HI. — That  the  said  requisition  did  suppose 
of  directors  through  his  agent  Mr.  Macleane  ;  the  consent  of  the  rajah,  the   very  word  being 
and,  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to  sup-  inserted  in  the  body  of  his,  the  said  Warren 
port  him  in  his  authority,  brought  the  divisions  Hastings's  minute;  and  the  same  was  agreed  to, 
of  the  government,  according  to  his  own  ex-  though  with  some  doubts  on  the  parts  of  two  of 
pression,  '*  to  an  extremity  bordering  on  civil  his  colleagues,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler, 
violence."     This  extremity  he   attributes,  in  concerning  the  right  of  making  the  same,  even 
a  narrative  by  him  transmitted  to  the  court  of  worded  as  it  was.     But  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr. 
directors,  and  printed,  not  to    his  own  fraud  Wheler  soon  after  finding  that  the  rajah  was 
and  prevarication,  but  to  what  he  calls  *'  an  much  alarmed  by  this  departure  from  the  trea- 
attempt  to  wrest  from  him  his  authority ;"  and  ty,  the  requisition  aforesaid  was  strenuously 
in  the  said  narrative  he  pretends  that  the  rajah  opposed  by  them.     The  said  Hastings  did, 
of  Benares  had  deputed  an  agent  with  an  ex-  notwithstanding  this  opposition,  persevere,  and 
press  commission  to  his  opponent  Sir  John  by  his  casting  vote  alone  did  carry   the  said 
Clavcring. — This  fact,   if  it  had    been  true  unjust  and  oppressive  demand.     The  rajah 
(which  is  not  proved)  was  in  no  sort  crimi-  submitted,  after  some  murmuring  and  remon- 
nal  or  offensive  to  the  company's  government ;  8trance,to  pay  the  surn  required ;  but  on  the  ex- 
but  was  first  sight  nothing  more  than  a  proper  press  condition  (as  has  been  frequently  assert- 
mark  of  duty  and  respect  to  the  supposed  sue-  ed  by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  with- 
cession  of  office.     Nor  is  it  possible  to  con-  out  any  contradiction)  that  the  exaction  should 
ceive  in  what  manner  it  could  offend  the  said  continue  ^f /or  one  year  j  and  should  not  be> 
Warren  Hastings,  if  he  did  not  imagine  that  drawn  into  precedent.     He  also  requested  that 
the  express  commission,  to  which  in  the  said  the  extraordinary  demand  should  be  paid  along 
narrative  he  refers,  might  relate  to   the  disco-  with  the  instalments  of  his  monthlv  tribute : 
very  to  Sir  John  Clavering  of  some  practice,  but  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 
which  he  might  wish  to  conceal ;  the  said  Cla-  so  much  as  pretend  that  the  instant  payment 
vering,  whom  he  styles  "Aia  opponent"  having  was  at  all  necessary,  and  though  he  was  ur- 
been  engaged,  in  obedience  to  the  company's  ged  by  his  before-mentioned  colleagues  to  rao- 
ezpress  orders,  in  the  discovery  of  sundry  pe-  derate  his  proceedings,  he  did  insist  upon  im- 
culations,  and  other  evil  practices,   charged  mediate  payment  of  the  whole :  and  did  deliver 
upon  the  said  Hastings.     But  although,  at  the  his  demand  in  proud  and  insulting  language, 
time  of  the  said  pretended  deputation,  he  dis-  wholly  unfit  for  a  govemour  of  a  civilized 
sembled  his  resentment,  it  appears  to  have  ran-  nation  to  use  towards  eminent  persons  in  alli- 
kled  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  never  forgave  it,  ance  with,  and  in  honourable  and  free  depen- 
of  whatever  nature  it  might  have  been  (the  dei^ce  upon,  its  government ;  and  did  support 
same  never  having  been  by  him  explained)  ;  the  same  with  arguments  full  of  unwarrantable 
and  some  years  after  he  recorded  it  in  his  jus-  passion,  and  with  references  to  reports  affect- 
tification  of  his  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  ing  merely  his  o\vn  personal  power  and  coo- 
rajah,  urging  the  same  with  great  virulence  sideration,  which  reports  were  not  proved,  nor 
and  asperity  as  a  proof  of  presumption  of  his  attempted  to  be  proved  ;  and,  if  proved  fur- 
Ihe  said   rajah's  disaffection  to  the   compa-  nishing  reasons  insufficient  for  his  purpose, 
ny*s  government ;  and  by  his  subsequent  acts,  and  indecent  in  any  public  proceedings.     That 
he  seems  from  the  first  to  have  resolved,  when  the  said  Hastings  did  cause  the  said  sums  of 
opportunity  should  occur,  on  a  severe  revenge,  money  to  be  rigorously  exacted,  although  no 

such  regular  battalions  as  he  pretended  to  es« 

II.~-That  having  obtained,  in  his  casting  tablishasacolour  for  his  demands  on  the  rajah 

vote,  a  majority  in  council  on  the  death  of  Sir  were  then  raised,  or  any  steps  taken  towards 

John  Clavering  and  Mr.  Monson,  he  did  sud-  raising  them.  And  when  the  said  rajah  pleaded 

denly,  and  without  any  previous  general  com-  his  inability  to  pay  the  whole  sum  at  once,  be, 

munication  with  the  members  of  the  board,  by  the  said  Hastings,  persevering  in  his  said  out- 

a  minute  of  consultation  of  the^th  of  July,  rageous  and  violent  demeanour,  did  order  the 

1778,  make  an  extraordinary  demand,  namely,  resident  to  wait  on  the  rajah  forthwith,  and, 

'*  that  the  rajah  of  Benares  should  eonamt  to  the  "  demand  of  him  in  person,  and  by  writing,  the 

^.wu.u — ,j  ^  Hj,^  regular  battalions  of  w-  foil  payment  in  specie  to  be  made  to  hmMntkni 
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fire  days  oTftUch  demand ;  aod  to  declare  to  der  the  command  of  Major  Camac,  to  Bea»> 

him,  in  the  name  of  this  government,  that  his  res,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  oblige  you 

evading  or  neglecting  to  accomplish  the  pay-  to  a  compliance  :  and,  in  this  case,  the  whola 

ment  thereof  within  that  space  of  time  should  be  expense  of  the  corps,  from  the  time  of  its  march, 

deemed  equivalent  of  an  absolute  refusal;  and  will  fall  on  you." 
in  case  of  noncompliance  with  this  (the  resi- 
dent's) demand,  we  peremptorily  enjoin  you  to         YI. — That  the  said  rajah  did  a  second  and  a 

refrain  from  aU  further  intercourse  with  him  .*"  third  time  represent  to  the  said  Warren  Has- 

the  said  Hastings  appearingby  all  his  proceed-  tings,  that  he  had  broke  his   promise,  and 

ings,  to  be  more  disposed  to  bring  on  a  quar-  the  said  Hastings  did  in  no  manner  deny  th« 

rel  with  the  prince  of  Benares,  than  to  provide  same;  but  did  in  contempt  thereof,  as  well  as 

money  for  any  public  service,  of  the  original  treaty  between  the  company 

and  the  rajah,  order  two  battalions  of  troops 

IV.— That  the  said  demand  was  complied  to  march  into  his  territories,  and  in  a  manner 
with,  and  the  whole  thereof  paid  on  the  10th  the  most  harsh,  insulting,  and  despotic,  as  if 
of  October,  that  year.  And  the  said  rajah  did  to  provoke  that  prince  to  some  act  of  resis- 
write  to  the  said  Hastings  a  letter,  in  order  tance,  did  compel  him  to  the  payment  of  th« 
to  mitigate  and  molify  him,  declaring  to  the  said  second  unjust  demand;  and  did  extort  also 
said  Hastings,  that  his  sole  reliance  was  on  the  sum  of  2,000^  on  pretence  of  the  charge 
him, "  and  that  in  every  instance  he  depended  of  the  troops  employed  to  coerce  him. 
on  his  faith,  religion,  promises,  and  ac- 
tions." But  be,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  YII.— That  the  third  year,  that  is  to  say, 
as  if  the  being  reminded  of  his  faith  and  pro-  in^e  year  1780,  the  same  demand  was,  with 
mises  were  an  incentive  to  him  to  violate  the  the  same  menaces,  renewed ;  and  did,  as  be- 
same,  although  he  had  agreed  that  his  demand  fore,  produce  several  humble  remonstrances 
should  not  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and  the  and  submissive  complaints,  which  the  said 
payment  of  the  bO,000/.  aforesaid  should  con-  Hastings  did  always  treat  as  crimes  and  ofien- 
tinue  only  for  one  year,  did,  the  very  day  af*  ces  of  the  highest  order  :  and  although  in  the 
ter  he  had  received  the  letter  aforesaid,  renew  regular  subsidy  or  tribute,  which  was  month- 
a  d^my*^  of  the  same  nature,  and  on  the  very  ly  payable  by  treaty,  fifty  days  of  grace  were 
same  pretence,  this  year,  even  less  plausible  allowed  on  each  payment,  and  after  the  expi- 
thanthe  former,  of  three  battalions  to  be  rais-  ration  of  the  said  fifty  days,  one  quarter  per 
ed.  The  rajah,  on  being  informed  of  this  re-  cent,  only  was  provided  as  a  penalty,  he,  the 
qaisiti<Hi,  did  remind  the  said  Warren  Has-  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  some  short  de- 
tings  that  he  engaged,  in  the  last  year,  that  lay  of  payment  of  his  third  arbitrary  and 
but  one  payment  should  be  made,  and  that  he  illegal  demand,  did  presume,  of  his  own  au- 
should  act  be  called  upon  in  future ;  and  plead-  thority,  to  impose  a  fine  or  mulct  uf  10,000/. 
ing  inability  to  disdiarge  the  new  demand,  on  the  said  rajah ;  and  though  it  does  not  ap- 
declared  himself  in  the  following  words  to  the  pear  whether  or  no  the  same  was  actually  1»- 
said  Warren  Hastings  : — "  I  am  therefore  vied,  the  said  threat  was  soon  after  followed 
hopeful  you  will  be  kindly  pleased  to  excuse  by  an  order  from  the  said  Hastings,  for  the 
me  the  five  lacks  now  demanded,  and  that  no-  march  of  troops  into  the  country  of  Benares, 
thing  may  be  demanded  of  me  beyond  the  as  in  the  preceding  year. 
Mfw^iitit  expressed  in  the  pottah." 

VIII.— That   these  violent  and  insulting 

v.— That  on  the  day  afler  the  receipt  of  this  measures  failing  to  provoke  the  rajah,  and  he 

letter,  that  is,  on  the  26th  August,  1779,  he,  having  paid  up  the  whole  demand,  the  said 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nuuie  a  reply  to  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  to  drive  him 

the  said  letter  ;  and  without  any  remark  what-  to  extremities,  did  make  on  the  said  rajah  » 

soever  oo  the  allegation  of  the  rajah,  stating  sudden  demand,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 

to  him  his  engagement,  that  he,  the  said  ra-  tribute  or  subsidy  of  260,0002.  per  annum, 

jah,  should  not  be  called  upon  in  future,  he  '  and  over  and  above  the  50,000/.  extraordinary, 

says, "  I  now  repeat  my  demand,  that  you  do,  to  provide  a  body  of  cavalry  for  the  servioe  of 

on  the  receipt  of  this,  without  evasion  or  delay,  the  Bengal  government. 
pay,  die  five  lacks  of  rupees  into  the  hands  of 

Mr.  Thomas  Graham,  who  has  orders  to  re-        IX. — The  demand,  as  expressed  in  the  min^ 

eeive  it  from  you ;  and  in  case  of  your  refusal,  ute  of  consultation,  and  in  the  public  instrtlo- 

tw  eamiBon  the  two  battalions  oTsepoys,  un-  tions  of  the  board  to  the  resident  to  make  the 
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nquisitioiii  ii,  "  for  luch  part  of  the  cavalry  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  hinuelf  in  his 

entertained  in  his  service  as  he  can  spare ;"  narrative,  and  in  no  part  thereof  attempted  to 

tnd  the  demand  is  in  this,  and  in  no  other  man-  be  impeached,  is  more  worthy  of  credit ;  that 

ner  described  by  the  govemour-general  and  is  to  say, 

council  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors.  **  With  respect  to  the  horse,  you  desired  me 
But  in  a  narrative  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  your  letter  to  inform  you  what  number  1 
addressed  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  it  ap-  could  afford  to  station  with  you.  I  sent  you 
pears,  that  upon  the  rajah's  making  difficulties,  a  particular  account  of  all  that  were  in  my 
according  to  the  representation  of  the  said  Has-  service,  amounting  to  one  thousand  three  hun- 
tings, relative  to  the  said  requisition,  the  cor-  dred  horse,  of  which  several  were  stationed  at 
respowidence  concerning  which  the  said  Hast-  distant  places ;  but  I  received  no  answer  to 
ings  hath  fraudulently  suppressed,  he,  the  said  this.  Mr.  Markham  delivered  me  an  order 
Hastings,  instead  of  adhering  to  the  requisi-  to  prepare  a  thousand  horse.  In  compliance 
tion  of  such  cavalry  as  the  rajah  could  spare,  with  your  wishes,  I  collected  five  hundred 
and  which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of  council  horse,  and  a  substitute  for  the  remainder,  five 
ba  was  authorized  to  make,  did,  of  his  own  hundred  burkundasses  [matchlock  men],  of 
private  and  arbitrary  authority,  in  some  letter  which  I  sent  you  information  ;  and  I  told  Mr. 
whioh  he  hath  suppressed,  instruct  the  resident,  Markham  that  they  were  ready  to  go  to  what- 
Markham,  to  make  a  peremptory  demand  for  ever  place  they  should  be  sent.  No  answer, 
tOOO  cavalry,  which  be  well  knew  to  be  more  however,  came  from  you  on  this  head,  and  I 
than  the  rajah's  finances  could  support,  estimat-  remained  astonished  at  the  cause  of  it.  Re- 
iiig  the  provision  for  the  same  at  96,000/.  a  peatedly  I  asked  Mr.  Markham  about  an  an- 
year  at  the  lowest,  though  the  expense  of  the  swer  to  my  letter  about  the  horse ;  but  he  tokl 
tame  would  probably  have  been  much  more  :  me,  that  he  did  not  know  the  reason  of  no  an- 
which  extravagant  demand  the  said  Hastings  swer  having  been  sent.  I  remained  aston- 
could  only  have  made  in  hopes  of  provoking  ished." 
the  rajah  to  some  imprudent  measure,  or  pas- 

■ionate  remonstrance.     And  this  arbitrary  de-         XII. — That  the  said  Hastings  is  guilty  of 

iiiand  of  cavalry  was  made,  and  peremptorily  an  high  offence,  in  not  giving  an  answer  to 

insisted  on,  although  in  the  original  treaty  with  letters  of  such  importance,  and  in  concealing 

the  said  rajah,  it  was  left  entirely  optional  the  said  letters  from  the  court  of  directors,  as 

whether  or  not  he  should  keep  up  any  cavalry  well  as  much  of  his  correspondence  with  the 

at  all !  aud  in  the  minute  of  consultation  it  residents  ;  and  more  particularly  in  not  direct- 

was  expressly  mentioned  to  be  thus  optional ;  ing  to  what  place  the  cavalry  and  matchlock 

and  for  whatsoever  cavalry  he,  the  said  rajah,  men  aforesaid  should  be  sent,  when  the  rajah 

should  furnish,  he  should  be  paid  fifteen  rupees  had  declared  they  were  ready  to  go  to  what- 

per  month  for  each  private,  and  so  in  propor-  ever  service  should  be  destined  for  them,  andal^ 

tion  for  officers  ;  yet  the  demand  aforesaid  was  terwards  in  maliciously  accusing  the  rajah  for 

made  without  any  offer  whatsoever  of  provid-  not  having  sent  the  same, 
ing  the  said  payment  according  to  treaty. 

XIII.— That,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1781, 

X. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  soon  afler,  a  new  demand  for  the  support  of  the  three  fic- 
but  upon  what  ground  does  not  appear  by  any  titious  battalions  of  sepoys  aforesaid  was  made 
mioute  of  council,  or  from  any  correspondence  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  :  but,  whilst  the 
contained  in  his  narrative,  reduce  the  demand  rajah  was  paying  by  instalments  the  said  ar- 
te fifteen  hundred,  and  afterwards  to  one  thou-  bitrary  demand,  the  said  rajah  was  alarmed 
sand  ;  by  which  he  showed  himself  to  be  sen-  with  some  intelligence  of  secret  projects  on 
tSble  of  t^e  extravagance  of  bis  first  requisi-  foot  for  his  ruin ;  and  being  well  apprized  of 
tioa.  the  malicious  and  revengeful  temper  of  the 

said  Hastings,  in  order  to  pacify  him,  if  pos- 

XI. — That  in  consequence  of  these  requi-  sible,  offered  to  redeem  himself  by  a   large 

flitions,  as  he  asserts  in  his  narrative  aforesaid,  ransom,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand 

tfae  rajah*' did  offer  twohundred  and  fifty  horse,  pounds  sterling,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the 

but  sent  none."    But  the  said  Hastings  doth  company.     And  it  appears  that  the  said  alarm 

not  accompany  his  said  narrative  with  any  was  far  from  groundless  ;  for  Major  Palmer, 

▼oucher  or  document  whatever  ;  and  therefore  mie  of  the  secret  and  confidential  agents  of 

the  account  given  by  the  rajah,  and  delivered  the  said  Hastings,  hath  sworn,  on  the  4th  of 

to  the  s%id  Wftrren  Hastings  himself,  inserted  December,  1781,    at  the  desire  of  the  mutl 
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Warren  Hastings,  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  ry)  w«re  declared  to  require  early  ptmishmenK;- 
to  the  following  efTect :  that  is  to  say,  ''  that  and  in  his  wealth  toas  greats  and  the  cfunpth' 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  told  him,  the  ny^e  exigencies  pressing^  it  was  thought  a 
said  Palmer,  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  measure  of  policy  and  justice  to  exact  from 
rejected  the  offer  of  two  hundred  thousand  him  a  large  pecuniary  mulct  for  their  relief, 
pounds  made  by  the  rajah  of  Benares  for  the  The  sum  to  which  the  goveraour  declared  hit 
public  service :  and  that  he  was  resolved  to  resolution  to  extend  the  fine,  was  forty  or  filly 
convert  the  faiiUa committed  f^  the rey ah  into  a  lacks;  his  ability  to  pay  it  was  stiied  as  a 
public  ben^f  and  would  exact  the  sum  of  fact,  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  tl^ 
500,000/.  as  a  punishment  for  his  breach  of  two  alternatives,  on  which  the  govemour  de- 
engagements  with  the  government  of  Bengal,  clared  himself  to  have  resolved,  were,  to  tba 
and  acts  of  misconduct  in  his  zemindary :  and,  best  of  my  recollection,  either  a  removal  from 
if  the  rajah  should  absolutely  refuse  the  de-  his  zemindary  entirely ;  or,  by  taking  imms- 
mand,  that  he  would  deprive  him  of  his  zemin-  diate  possession  of  all  his  forts,  to  obtain  out 
dary,  or  transfer  the  sovereignty  thereof  to  the  of  the  treasure  deposited  in  them  the  above 
nabob  of  Oude.'*  sum  for  the  company." 


XIV. — ^And  Mr.  Anderson,  in  his  declara-  XV. — That,  in  the  declaration  of  the 

lion  from  Scindia's  camp,  on  the  4th  of  Jan-  Wheler,  the  time  of  the  conversation  afore* 

uary,  1782,  did  also,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  said  is  stated  to  be  on  the  eve  of  the  govern* 

Hastings,  depose  (though  not  on  oath)  concern-  our's  departure,  and  then  said  to  be  confiden- 

ing  a  conversation  between  him  and  the  said  tial ;  nor  is  it  said  or  insinuated  that  be  knew 

Hastings  (but  mentioning  neither  the  time  nor  or  ever  heard  thereof  at  a  more  early  period ; 

place  where  the  same  was  held);  in  which  though  it  appears  by  Major  Palmer's  affidavit, 

conversation,  afler  reciting  the  allegations  of  that  the  design  of  taking,  not  four  or  five,  hat 

the  said  Hastings  relative  to  several  particulars  id>soluteIy  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the 

of  the  delay  and  backwardness  of  the  rajah  in  rajah,  was  communicated  to  him  as  early  as  the 

paying  the  aforesaid  extra  demand,  and  his  month  of  June.    And  it  does  not  appear  by  the 

resolution  to  exact  from  the  rajah  **  a  conside-  declarations  of  the  said  Wheler,  he  did  ever 

rable  sum  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  com-  casually  or  officially  approve  of  the  measure ; 

pany^s  exigencies,"  he  proceeds  in  the  follow-  vdiidi  long  concealment  and  late  communica- 

ing  words :  "  that  if  he  (the  rajah)  consented,  tion,  time  not  being  allowed  to  his  colleague 

you  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  were  desi-  to  consider  the  nature  and  consequences  of 

rous  of  establiehing  his  possessions  on  the  most  such  a  project,  or  to  advise  any  precaution 

permanent  and  eligiblefooting ;  but,  if  he  refus-  concerning  the  same,  is  a  high  misdemeaooor, 
ed,  you  had  it  in  your  power  to  raise  m  large  sum 

for  the  company,  by  accepting  an  offer  which  XVI.— That  the  said  Hastings,  having  ibrm> 

had  been  made  for  his  districts  by  the  vizier."  ed  a  resolution  to  execute  one  of  the  three  rio* 

And  the  said  Anderson,  in  the  declaration  lent  and  arbitrary  resoluti<ms  aforesaid,  name- 

aforesaid,  made  at  the  request  of  the  said  ly,  to  sell  the  company's  sovereignty  over  Be* 

Hastings,  and  addressed  to  him,  expressed  nares  to  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  or  to  dispossew 

himself  as  follows  :  "  that  you  told  me  you  the  rajah  of  his  territories ;  or  to  seize  upoa 

had  communicated  our  designs  to  Mr  Wheler  his  forts,  and  to  plunder  them  of  the  treasure 

(his  only  remaining  colleague)  ;  and  I  believe,  therein  contained,  to  the  amoimt  of  four  or 

but  I  do  not  positively  recollect,  you  said  he  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  did  reject  the 

concurred  in  them."     But  no  trace  of  any  offer  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  tender- 

such  communication  or  concurrence  did,  at  ed  by  the  said  rajah  for  his  redemption  from 

the  time  referred  to,  or  at  any  time  ever  after,  the  injuries  which  he  had  discovered  that  the 

appear  on  the  consultations,  as  it  ought  to  have  said    Hastings   had   clandestinely  meditated 

done :  and  the  said  Hastings  is  criminal  for  against  him,  although  the  sum  albresaid  would 

having  omitted  to  enter  and  record  the  proceed-  have  been  a  considerable  and  seasonable  acqni- 

inf .     Tliat  the  said  Wheler  did  also  declare,  sition  at  that  time ;  the  said  Hastings  boag 

but  a  considerable  time  after  the  date  of  the  determined,  at  a  critical  period,  to  risk  the  eie- 

conversations  aforesaid  that,  "  on  the  eve  of  istence  of  the  British  empire,  rather  than  &il 

the  govemour-general's  departure,  the  said  in  the  gratification  of  his  revenge  agaioM  the 

Hastings  had  told  him,  that  the  rajah's  offen-  said  rajah. 

ces  (not  stating  what  offences,  he  having  paid  

ap  all  the  demands,  ordinary  and  extraordina-  XVH.— That  the  first  ofhii  three  imtitnl- 
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•d  projects,  namely,  the  depriving  the  rajah  their  characters,  and  improTident  in  their  un« 
of  his  territories,  was  by  himself  considered  derstandings,  his  favourites,  and  his  coropan- 
as  a  measure  likely  to  be  productive  of  much  ions  of  his  looser  hours.  These  had  every 
odium  to  the  British  government ;  he  having  cause  to  dread  the  effect  of  my  influence  on 
declared,  whatever  opinions  he  might  enter-  theirs  \  and  both  these,  and  the  relations  of  the 
tain  of  its  justice, ''  that  it  would  have  an  ap-  family,  whose  views  of  consequence  and  pow- 
pearance  of  severity ;  and  might  furnish  grounds  er  were  intercepted  by  our  participation  in  the 
unfavourable  to  the  credit  of  our  government j  administration  of  his  affairs,  entertained  a 
and  to  hie  oum  reputation,  from  the  natural  in-  mortal  hatred  to  our  nation,  and  openly  avow- 
iloence  which  every  act  of  rigour,  exercised  edit."  And  the  said  Hastings  was  well  aware, 
in  the  persons  of  men  in  elevated  »ituation»y  is  that  in  case  the  nabob,  by  hira  described  in  the 
apt  to  impress  on  those  who  are  too  remote  manner  aforesaid,  on  making  such  purchase, 
from  the  scene  of  action  to  judge,  by  any  evi-  should  continue  to  observe  the  terms  of  his 
dence  of  the  facts  tliemselves,  of  their  motives  father's  original  covenants  and  engagements 
or  propriety."  And  the  second  attempt,  the  with  the  rajah,  and  should  pay  the  company 
sum  of  money  which  he  aimed  at  by  attacking  the  only  tribute  which  he  could  lawfully  exact 
the  fortresses  of  the  rajah,  and  plundering  them  from  the  said  rajah,  it  was  impossible  that  he 
of  the  treasure  supposed  to  be  there  secured  could,  for  the  mere  naked  and  unprofitable 
besides  the  obvious  uncertainty  of  acquiring  rights  of  a  sovereignty  paramount,  afford  to 
what  was  Ujus  sought,  would  be  liable  to  the  offer  so  great  a  sum  as  the  rajah  did  offer  to 
same  imputations  with  the  former.  And  with  the  said  Hastings  for  his  redemption  from  op- 
regard  to  the  third  project,  namely,  the  sale  pression.  Such  an  acquisition  to  the  nabob 
of  the  company's  sovereignty  to  the  nabob  of  (while  he  kept  his  faith)  could  not  possibly 
Oude,  and  his  having  actually  received  propo-  be  of  any  advantage  whatever  to  him;  and 
tals  for  the  same,  it  was  an  high  offence  to  the  that,  therefore,  if  a  great  sum  was  to  be  paid 
company,  as  presuming,  without  their  authori-  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  it  must  be  for  the  pur- 
tj  or  consent,  to  put  up  to  sale  their  sovereign  pose  of  oppression,  and  violation  of  public 
rights  ;  and  particularly  to  put  them  up  to  sale  faith,  to  be  perpetrated  in  the  person  of  the 
to  that  very  person,  against  whom  the  inde-  said  nabob,  to  an  extent  and  in  a  manner, 
pendenceofthe  said  province  had  been  declared  which  the  said  Hastings  was  then  apprehen- 
by  the  govemour-general  and  council  to  be  ne-  sive  he  could  not  justify  to  the  court  of  direc- 
oeasary,  as  a  barrier  for  the  security  of  the  other  tors,  as  his  own  personal  act. 
provinces,  in  case  of  a  future  rupture  with  him. 

It  was  an  heinous  injury  to  tlie  said  rajah,  to  — — — 
attempt  to  change  his  relation  without  his 

consent,  especially  on  account  of  the  person  PART  IH. 
to  whom  he  was  to  be  made  over  for  money, 

by  reason  of  the  known  enmity  subsisting  be-  expulsion  of  the  rajah  of  beitares 
tween  his  family  and  that  of  the  nabob,  who 

was  to  be  the  purchaser  ;  and  it  was  a  griev-  I. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  be- 

ous  outrage  on  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  the  ing  resolved  on  the  ruin  of  the  rajah  aforesaid, 

semindary  of  Benares,  to  propose  putting  them  as  a  preliminary  step  thereto,  did,  against  the 

under  a  person  long  before  described  by  him-  express  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  re- 

aelf  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  to  want  the  move  Francis  Fowke,  Esq.  the  company's 

<|ualities  of  the  head  and  heart  requisite  for  resident  at  the  city  of  Benares,  without  any 

his  station ;"  and  a  letter  from  the  British  re-  complaint,  or  pretence  of  complaint  whatso- 

■ident  at  Oude,  transmitted  to  the  said  court,  ever,  but  merely  on  his  own  declaration,  that 

represents  him  "  to  have  wholly  lost,  by  his  he  must  have,  as  a  resident  at  Benares,  a  per- 

9pprauon»,  the  confidence  and  affections  of  son  of  his  own  special  and  personal  nomma- 

fais  own  subjects  ;''^  and  whose  distresses,  and  tion  and  confidence,  and  not  a  man  of  the  com- 

fiie  known  disorders  in  his  government,  he,  the  pany*s  nomination;  and  in  the  place  of  the 

said  Hastings,  did  attribute  solely  to  his  own  said  Francis  Fowke,  thus  illegally  divested  of 

bad  conduct  and  evil  character ;  admitting  al-  his  office,  did  appoint  thereto  another  servant 

•o  in  a  letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esq.  of  the  company  of  his  own  choice, 
and  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors, "  that 

many  circumstances  did  favour  suspicion  of  his  H. — That  soon  after  he  had  removed  the 

(the  nabob's)  fidelity  to  the  English  interest,  company's  resident,  he  prepared  for  a  journey 

the  aabob  being  surrounded  by  men  base  in  to  the  upper  provinces,  and  particularly  to 
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knares,  in  order  to  execute  the  wicked  and  observance  to  the  place  and  peraon  of  die 
erfidious  designs  by  him  before  meditated  and  said  Hastings,  but  which  the  said  Hastings  did 
3ntrived ;  and  although  he  did  communicate  afterwards  groundlessly  and  maliciously  r»- 
is  purpose  privately  to  such  persons  as  he  present  as  an  indication  of  a  design  upon  his 
lought  fit  to  intrust  therewith,  he  did  not  en-  life ;  and  the  said  rajah  came  into  the  pinnace, 
ir  any  thing  on  the  consultations  to  that  pur-  in  which  the  said  Hastings  was  carried,  and 
ose,  or  record  the  principles,  real  or  pretend-  in  a  lowly  and  suppliant  manner,  alone,  and 
d,  on  which  he  had  resolved  to  act,  nor  did  without  any  guard  or  attendance  whatsoever, 
e  state  any  guilt  in  the  rajah,  which  he  in-  intreated  his  favour;  and  being  received  with 
3nded  to  punish,  or  charge  him,  the  said  ra-  great  sternness  and  arrogance,  he  did  put  hit 
sih,  with  entertaining  any  hostile  intentions,  turban  in  the  lap  of  the  said  Hastings,  thereby 
be  effects  of  which  were  to  be  prevented  by  signifying,  that  he  abandoned  his  life  and  for- 
ny  strong  measure ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  tune  to  his  disposal,  and  then  departed ;  the 
id  industriously  conceal  his  real  designs  from  said  Hastings  not  apprehending,  nor  having 
be  court  of  directors,  and  did  fallaciously  en-  any  reason  to  apprehend,  any  violence  what- 
er  on  the  consultations  a  minute,  declaratory  soever  to  his  person. 
0  purposes  wholly  different  therefrom,  and 

vhich  supposed  nothing  more  than  an  amica-         IV. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  utmost 
>le  adjustment,  founded  on  the  treaties  between     security  and  freedom  from  apprehension,  did 
he  company  and  the  rajah,  investing  himself     pursue  his  journey,  and  did  arrive  at  the  city 
)y  his  said  minute  with  "  full  power  and  au-     of  Benares  on  the  14th  of  August,  1761,  somo 
hority  to  form  such  arrangements  with  the  ra-     hours  before  the  rajah,  who,  soon  after  his  ar« 
|ah  of  Benares,  for  the  better  government  and     rival,  intended  to  pay  him  a  visit  of  honour 
Doanagement  of  his  zemindary,  and  to  perform     and  respect  at  his  quarters,  but  was  by  the  said 
luch  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  interest,     Hastings  rudely  and  insolently  forbid,  until  he 
which  the  company  possesses  in  it,  as  he  shall     should  receive  his  permission.     And  the  said 
think ^t  and  consonant  to  the  mutual  engage-     Hastings,  although  he  had  previously  deter- 
ments mbaisting  between  the  company  and  the     mined  on  the  ruin  of  the  said  rajah,  in  order  to 
rajah;"  and  for  this  and  other  purposes  he  did     afford  some  colour  of  regularity  and  justice  to 
invest  himself  with  the  whole  power  of  the     his  proceedings,  did,  on  the  day  afler  his  ar- 
oouncil,  giving  to  himself  an  authority,  as  if  his     rival,  that  is,  on  the  15th  day  of  August,  1781, 
acts  had  been  the  acts  of  the  council  itself;     send  to  the  rajah  a  charge  in  writing,  which 
which,  though  a  power  of  a  dangerous,  unwar-     though  informal  and  irregular,  may  be  reduced 
rantable,and  illegal  extent,  yet  does  plainly  im«     tq  four  articles :  two  general,  and  two  particu- 
plythe  following  limits,  namely  that  the  acts     lar;  the  first  of  the  general,  being, '^  that  he 
done  should  be  arranged  with  the  rajah,  that  is,     (the  rajah)  had,  by  means  of  secret  agents,  en* 
with /a«  content;  and  secondly,  that  they  should     deavoured  to  excite  disorders  in  the  govern* 
be  consonant  to  the  actual  engagements  be-     ment,  on  which  he  depended:"  the  second, 
tween  the  parties  ;  and  nothing  appears  in  the     "  that  he  had  suffered  the  daily  perpetration 
minute  conferring  the  said  power,  which  did  ex-     of  robberies  and  murders,  even  in  the  streets 
press  or  imply  any  authority  for  depriving  the     of  Benares,  to  the  great  and  pi^lie  scandal 
rajah  of  his  government,  or  selling  the  sove-     of  the  English  name." 
reignty  thereof  to  his  hereditary  enemy,  or  for 

the  plunder  of  his  fort  treasures.  Y.— That  it  appears,  that  the  said  Warren 

Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  offoace,  contrary 
ni. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice,  in  the 
having  formed  the  plans  aforesaid  for  the  ruin  said  mode  of  charging  misdemeanours  with- 
oT  the  rajah,  did  set  out  on  a  journey  to  the  city  out  any  specification  of  person,  or  place,  or 
of  Beoares  with  a  great  train,  but  with  a  very  time,  or  act,  or  any  offer  of  specification  or 
small  force,  not  much  exceeding  six  companies  proofs,  by  which  the  party  charged  may  be 
of  regular  black  soldiers,  to  perpetrate  some  of  enabled  to  refute  the  same,  in  order  to  unjustly 
the  unjust  and  violent  acts  by  him  meditated  load  his  reputation,  and  to  prejudice  him  with 
and  resolved  on,  and  the  said  Hastings  was  regard  to  the  articles  more  clearly  specified. 
met,  according  to  the  usage  of  distinguished 

persons  in  that  country,  by  the  rajah  of  Be-  Yl.—That  the  two  specified  articles  relate 
naros  with  a  very  great  attendance,  both  in  to  certain  delays :  the  first,  with  regard  to  pay- 
boats  and  on  shore,  which  attendence  he  did  mentof  the  sums  of  m<Hiey  unjustly  extorted 
apparently  intend  as  a  mark  of  honour  and     as  aforesaid :  and  the  second,  thenon-oompli* 
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■ace  with  a  reqnitition  of  caralry ;  which  non-  you."    And  in  the  nid  tiwwer,  the  nid  njili 

compliance  the  said  Hastings  (even  if  the  said  complained,  but  in  the  most  modest  terms,  of 

charges  had  been  founded)  did  falsely,  and  in  an  injury  to  him  of  the  most  dangerous  and 

contradiction  to  all  law,  affirm  and   maintain  criminal  nature,  in  transactions  of  such  dm^ 

(in  his  accusation  against  the  rajah,  and  ad-  ment,  namely,  his  not  receiving  any  answer 

dressing  himself  to  him)  "  to  amount  to  a  tUreet  to  his  letters  and  petitions  ;  and  concluded  in 

charge  of   disaffection  and  infidelity  to  the  the  following  words :  "  I  have  never  swerred 

government  on  which  you  depend."    And  fur-  in  the  smallest  degree  from  my  duty  to  y«L 

ther  proceeded  as  follows  :  "  I  therefore  judg-  It  remains  with  you  to  decide  on  all  these  matp 

ed  it  proper  to  state  them  (the  said  charges)  ters.     I  am  in  every  case  your  slave.    Whit 

thus  fully  to  you  in  writing,  and  to  require  is  just  I  have  represented  to  yoa.     May  yow 

your  answer ;  and  this  I  expect  immediately ^  prosperity  increase  !** 
That  the  said  Hastings,  stating  his  pretended 

facts  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  the  nature  (as  VIII.—That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  wti 
be  would  have  it  understood)  of  high  treason,  bound,  by  the  essential  principles  of  natnrtl 
and  therefore  calling  for  znimmediate  answer,  justice,  to  attend  toUie  claim  made  by  the  re- 
did wilfully  act  against  the  rules  of  natural  jus-  jah  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  and  inquiry  into 
tice,  which  requires  that  a  convenient  time  the  matter  of  accusation  brought  against  him 
should  be  given  to  answer,  proportioned  to  the  by  the  said  Hastings,  at  a  time  and  place, 
greatness  of  the  offence  alleged,  and  the  heavy  which  furnished  all  proper  materials,  and  the 
penalties  which  attend  it;  and  when  he  did  presence  of  all  necessary  witnesses;  but  the 
arrogate  to  himself  a  right  both  to  charge  and  said  Hastings,  instead  of  instituting  the  said 
to  judge  in  his  own  person,  he  ought  to  have  al-  inquiry,  and  granting  trial,  did  receive  an 
lowed  the  rajah  full  opportunity  for  conferring  humble  request  for  justice  firom  a  great  prince 
with  his  ministers,  his  doctors  of  law,  and  his  as  afresh  offence,  and  a  personal  insult  to  him- 
accountants,  on  the  facts  charged,  and  on  the  self;  and  did  conceive  a  violent  passion  of 
criminality  inferred  in  the  said  accusation  of  anger,  and  a  strong  resentment  thereat,  de- 
disloyalty  and  dissatisfaction,  or  offences  of  daring,  that  he  did  consider  the  said  answer 
that  quality.  as  not  only  unsatisfactory  in  substance,  bnt 

offensive  in  style.  "  This  answer  you  will 
YIL— That  the  said  rajah  did,  under  the  perceive  to  be  not  only  unsatisfactory  in  sub- 
pressure  of  the  disadvantages  aforesaid,  deli-  stance  but  offensive  in  style ;  and  less  a  vin- 
ver  in,  upon  the  very  evening  of  the  day  of  the  dication  of  himself  than  a  recrimination  on  me. 
charge  a  full,  complete,  and  specific  answer  to  It  expresses  no  concern  for  the  causes  of 
the  two  articles  therein  specified ;  and  did  al-  complaint  contained  in  my  letter,  or  desire  to 
lege,  and  offer  proof,  that  the  whole  of  the  ex-  atone  for  them,  nor  the  smallest  intention  to 
traordinary  demands  of  the  said  Hastings  had  pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct.  An  answer 
been  actually  long  before  paid  and  discharged  ;  couched  nearly  in  terms  of  de6ance  to  reqni- 
and  did  state  a  proper  defence  with  regard  to  sitions  of  so  serious  a  nature,  I  could  not  but 
the  cavalry,  even  supposing  him  bound  (when  consider  as  a  strong  indication  of  that  tjnrit  of 
he  was  not  bound)  to  furnish  any.  And  the  independency  which  the  rajah  has  for  some 
said  rajah  did  make  a  direct  denial  of  the  truth  years  past  assumed,  and  of  which  indeed  I  had 
of  the  two  general  articles,  and  did  explain  early  observed  other  manifest  symtoms,  both 
himself  on  the  same  in  as  satisfactory  a  man-  before  and  from  the  instant  of  my  arrival."— 
ner,  and  as  fully  as  their  nature  could  permit ;  Which  representation  is  altogether,  and  in  all 
offering  to  enter  into  immediate  detail  of  the  parts  thereof,  groundless  and  injurious  ;  as  the 
points  in  issue  between  him  and  the  said  substance  of  the  answer  is  a  justification  pro- 
Hastings,  in  the  remarkable  words  following ;  per  to  be  pleaded,  and  the  style,  if  in  any 
'  My  enemies,  with  a  view  to  my  ruin,  have  thing  exceptionable,  it  is  in  its  extreme  hu- 
made  false  representations  to  you.  Now  that,  mility,  resulting  rather  from  an  unmanly  and 
happily  far  me,  you  have  yourself  arrived  at  abject  spirit,  timn  from  any  thing  of  an  offen* 
this  place,  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  all  the  sive  liberty  ;  but  being  received  as  disrespect- 
circumstances ;  first,  relative  to  the  horse;  ful  by  the  said  Hastings,  it  abundantly  indi- 
secondly,  to  my  people  going  to  Calcutta;  catesthetyrannicalarroganceof  the  said  Ha»- 
and,  thirdly,  the  dates  of  the  receipts  of  the  tings,  and  thedepression  into  which  the  natives 
particular  sums  above  mentioned.  Tou  will  are  sunk  under  the  British  government, 
then  know  whether  I  have  amused  you  with  a 
&lse  representation,  or  made  a  just  report  to        IX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  pre- 
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tending  to  have  been  much  alarmed  at  the  of-  cerity  of  his  offers,  and  himself  desenring  of 

tensive   language  of  the  said  rajah's  defence,  your  compassion  and  forgiveness." 
and  at  certain  appearances  of  independency ; 

whic     he  had  observed,  not  only  on  former  X.— That  a  further  order  was  given,  that 

occasions,    but  since  his  arrival  at  Benares  every  servant  ofthe  rajah  should  be  disarmed, 

(where  he  had  been  but  little  more  than  one  and  a  certain  number  only  left  to  attend  him, 

day)  and  which  appearances  he  never  has  spe-  under  a  strict  watch.     In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 

cified  in  any  one  instance,  did  assert  that  he  after  this  conversation,  two  companies  of  gre- 

conceived  himself   indispensably  obliged   to  nadier  sepoys  were  sent  to  the  rajah's  place 

adopt  some  decisive  plan  ;  and  without  any  by  the  said  Hastings ;  and  the  rajah  being  dis- 

further  inquiry  or  consultation  (which  appears)  mayed  by    this  unexpected  and  unprovoked 

with  any  person,  did,  at  ten  o'clock  ofthe  very  treatment,  wrote  two  short  letters  or  petitions 

night  on  which  he  received  the  before-men-  to  the  said  Hastings,  under  the  greatest  ap- 

tioned  full  and  satis&ctory,  as  well  as  submis-  parent  dejection  at  the  outrage  and  dishonour 

sive  answer,  send  an  order  to  the  British  resi-  he  had  suffered  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  (all 

dent  (then  being  a  public  minister  represent-  imprisonment  of  persons  of  rank  being  held 

ing  the  British  government  at  the  court  ofthe  in  that  country  as  a  mark  of  indelible  infamy ; 

said  rajah,  and  as  such  bound  by  the  law  of  and  he  also  in  all  probability  considering  his 

nations  to  respect  the  prince  at  whose  court  imprisonment  as  a  prelude  to  the  taking  away 

be  was  resident,  and  not  to  attempt  any  thing  his  life)  and  in  the  first  of  the  said  petitions  he 

against  his  person  or  state;  and  who  ought  did  express  himself  in  this  manner :  ''What- 

not  therefore  to  have  been  chosen  by  the  said  ever  may  be  your  pleasure,  do  it  with  your  own 

Hastings,  and  compelled  to  serve  in  thatbusi-  hands ;  I  am  your  slave.    What  occasion  can 

oess)  thai  he  shouU  on  the  next  morning  arrest  there  be  for  a  guard  ?"    And  in  the  other,  "  my 

the  said  prince  in  his  place,  and  keep  him  in  honour  was  bestowed  upon  me  by  your  high- 

his  custody  until  further  orders  ;  which  said  ness.  It  depends  on  you  alone  to  take  away,  or 

order  being  conceived  in  the  most  peremptory  not  to  take  away  the  country  out  of  my  hands. 

terms,  the  rajah  was  put  under  arrest,  with  a  In  case  my  honour  is  not  left  to  me,  how  shall 

puard  of  about  thii-ty  orderly  sepoys,  with  their  I  be  equal  to  the  business  ofthe  government? 

iwords  drawn;  and  the  particulars   thereof  Whoever,   with  his  hands  in  a  supplicating 

nrnre  reported  to  him  as  follows  :  posture,  is  ready  with  his  life  and  property, 

what  necessity  can  there  be  for  him  to  be  dealt 

"HonouRABLE  SIR,  with  in  this  way  ?" 

"  I  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your 

Drders  of  last  night,  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  XI.— « That  according  to  the  said  Hastings's 

orderlies,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Stalker  narrative  of  this  transaction,  he,  the  said  Has- 

to  Shewalla  Ghaut,  the  present  residence  of  tings,  on  account  ofthe  apparent  despondency. 

Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  acquainted  him  it  was  in  which  these  letters  were  written,  "  thought 

jrour  pleasure  he  should  consider  himself  in  it  necessary  to  give  him  some  encouragement ;" 

srrest ;  that  he  should  order  his  people  to  be-  and  therefore  wrote  him  a  note  of  a  few  lines, 

bave  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  for  that  carelessly  and  haughtily  expressed,  and  little 

any  attempt  to  rescue  would  be  attended  wUh  calculated  to  relieve  him  from  his  uneasiness, 

his   own    destruction.     The  rcgah  submitted  promising  to  send  to  him  a  person  to  explain 

quietly  to  the  arrest,  and  assured  me,   that  particulars;  and  desiring  him ''to  set  his  mind 

whatever  were  your  orders,  he  was  ready  im-  at  rest,  and  not  to  conceive  any  terrour  or  ap- 

plicitly  to  obey :  he  hoped  that  you  would  al-  prehension."    To  which  an  answer  of  great 

low  him  a  sybaistence ;  but  as  for  his  zemindar  humility  and  dejection  was  received, 
ry,  Ma  forte  f  and  his  treasure,  he  was  ready  to 

lay  them  at  your  feet,  and  his  Itfe  \f  required,  XU.— That  the  report  ofthe  rajah's  arreat 
He  express^  himself  much  hurt  at  the  igno-  did  cause  a  great  alarm  in  the  city,  in  the  sub- 
rainy,  which  he  affirms  must  be  the  conse-  urbs  of  which  the  rajah's  palace  is  situated, 
quenoe  of  his  confinement ;  and  entreated  me  and  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  people  were 
to  return  to  you  with  the  foregoing  submisttion,  filled  with  dismay  and  anger  at  the  outrage  and 
hoping  that  you  would  make  allowances  for  his  indignity  offered  to  a  prince,  under  whose  go- 
youth  and  inexperience,  and  in  consideration  vernment  they  enjoyed  much  ease  and  happi- 
of  his  father's  name  release  him  from  his  con-  ness.  Under  those  circumstances,  the  rajah 
finMDeni,  as  soon  as  he  should  prove  the  sin-  desired  leave  to  perform  his  ablutions ;  which 
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wu  refused,  unlegg  be  sent  for  water,  and  per-  fessions  (said  by  the  said  Hastings  to  be  iiid»< 

formed  that  ceremony  on  the  spot.     This  he  finite  and  unapplied)  of  fidelity  :  but  the  said 

did.     And  soon  after,  some  of  the  people,  who  Warren  Hastings,  though  bound  by  his  dutj 

BOW  began  to  surround  the  palace  in  eonside-  to  hear  the  said  rajah,  and  to  prevent  eztre- 

rable  numbers,  attempting  to  force  their  way  mities  if  possible,  being  filled  with  insolence 

into  the  palace,  a  British  officer,  commanding  and  malice,  did  not  think  it  "  becoming<^  him 

the  guard  upon  the  rajah,  struck  one  of  them  to  make  any  reply  to  it ;  and  that  he  thought 

with  his  sword.     The  people  grew  more  and  he  ordered  the  bearer  of  ihe  letter  to  be  told 

more  irritated  ;  but  a  message  being  sent  from  that  it  raquired  none.^^ 
the  rajah  to  appease  them,  they  continued,  on 

this  interposition,  for  a  while  quiet.  Then  XIV.'^-That  this  letter  of  submission  bar- 
the  rajah  retired  to  a  sort  of  stone  pavilion  or  ing  been  received,  the  said  rajah,  not  discour^ 
bastion,  to  perform  his  devotions,  the  guard  of  aged  or  provoked  from  using  every  attempt 
■epoys  attending  him  in  this  act  of  religion,  towards  peace  and  reconciliati(m,  did  again  sp- 
in the  mean  time,  a  person  of  the  meanest  sta-  ply,  on  the  very  morning  following,  to  Richard 
tion,  called  a  chudbar,  at  best  answering  to  our  Johnson,  Esquire,  for  his  interposition,  but  to 
common  beadle  or  tipstaff,  was  sent  with  a  no  purpose ;  and  did  likewise,  with  as  little 
message  (of  what  nature  does  not  appear)  from  effect,  send  a  message  to  CantA  Babu,  native 
Mr.  Hastings,  or  the  resident,  to  the  prince  steward  and  confidential  agent  of  the  said 
under  arrest ;  and  this  base  person,  without  Hastings,  which  was  aflerwards  reduced  into 
regard  to  the  rank  of  the  prisoner,  or  to  his  writing,  "to  exculpate  himself  firom  any  con- 
then  occupation,  addressed  him  in  a  rude,  hois-  cem  in  what  had  passed,  and  to  profess  his 
terous  muiner,  "  passionately  and  insulting-  obedience  to  his  toiil  (Hastings's)  in  whateuer 
ly,"  (as  the  said  rajah  has  without  contradic-  way  he  shouki  dictate."  But  the  said  Hast- 
tion  asserted)  *'  and,  reviling  him  with  a  loud  ings,  for  several  false  and  contradictory  rea- 
▼oice,  gave  both  him  and  his  people  the  vilest  sons  by  him  assigned,  did  not  tako  any  advan- 
i^use  '^  and  the  manner  and  matter  being  ob-  tage  of  the  said  opening,  attributing  the  same 
■ervable  and  audible  to  the  multitude,  divided  to  artifice  in  order  to  gain  time ;  but  instead  of 
only  by  an  open  stone  lattice  from  the  scene  accepting  the  said  submission,  he  did  resolve 
within,  a  firing  commenced  from  without  the  upon  flight  from  the  ci^  of  Benares,  and  did 
palace ;  on  which  the  rajah  again  interposed,  suddenly  fly  therefirom  in  great  confusion, 
and  did  what  in  him  lay  to  suppress  the  tu- 
mult, until  an  English  officer  striking  him  with  XV. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  perse- 
a  sword,  and  wounding  him  on  the  hand,  the  ^ere  in  his  resolutions  not  to  listen  to  any 
poeple  no  longer  kept  any  measures,  but  broke  submission,  or  offer  of  accommodation  what- 
through  the  inclosure  of  the  palace.  Theinso-  soever,  though  several  were  aflerwards  made 
lent  tipstaff  was  first  cut  down,  and  the  mul-  through  almost  every  person  who  might  be 
titude  falling  upon  the  sepoys  and  the  English  supposed  to  have  influence  with  him,  but  did 
officers,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  were  cause  the  rajah^s  troops  to  be  attacked  and  Cli- 
ent to  pieces ;  the  soldiers  having  been  order-  en  upon,  though  they  only  acted  on  the  de- 
ed to  that  service  without  any  charges  for  their  fensive  (as  the  rajah  has  without  contradiction 
pieces.  And  in  this  tumult  the  rajah,  being  asserted)  and  thereby,  and  by  his  preceding 
justly  fearful  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  refusal  of  propositions  of  the  same  nature,  and 
said  Hastings,  did  make  his  escape  over  the  by  other  his  perfidious,  unjust,  and  tyrannical 
walls  of  his  palace  by  means  of  a  rope,  formed  acts  by  him  perpetrated  and  dooe^and  by  his  U>- 
of  his  turban  tied  together,  into  a  boat  upon  tal  improvidence  in  not  taking  any  one  ration- 
the  river,  and  from  thence  into  a  place  of  se-  al  security  whatsoever  against  the  inevitable 
curity  ,*  abandoning  many  of  his  family  to  the  consequences  of  those  acts,  did  make  himself 
discretion  of  the  said  Hastings,  who  did  cause  guilty  of  all  the  mutual  slaughter  and  devasta- 
the  said  palace  to  be  occupied  by  a  company  tion  which  ensued,  as  well  as,  in  his  opinion,  of 
of  soldiers  afler  the  flight  of  the  rajah.  the  imminent  danger  of  the  total  subversion 

of  Uie  British  power  in  India,  by  the  risk  of 

XIII. — That  the  rajah,  as  soon  as  he  had  his  own  person,  which  he  asserts  that  it  did 

arrived  at  a  place  of  refuge,  did,  on  the  very  run ;  as  also,  "  that  it  ought  not  to  be  thought 

day  of  his  flight  send  a  suppliant  letter  to  the  that  he  attributed  too  much  consequence  to  his 

said  Hastings,  filled  with  expressions  of  con-  personal  safety,  when  he  supposed  thefaUof 

oem  (affirmed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  be  slight  the  British  empire  in  India  connected  with  it ; 

•xpressions)  for  what  had  happened,  and  pro-  and  that,  mean  as  its  substance  may  be,  its  ao* 
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1  qualities  were  equivalent  to  those,  of  troops  to  dispossess  them  of  her  said  rest- 
like  the  characters  of  a  talisman  in  the  dence,  and  to  seize  upon  her  money  and  effects 
n  mythology,  formed  the  essence  of  the  although  she  did  not  stand,  even  by  himself, 
self,  representation,  title,  and  the  esti-  accused  of  any  offence  whatsoever ;  preteod- 
' the  public  opinion.  That  had  he  fall-  ing,  but  not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to 
h  a  stroke  would  be  universally  consi-  prove  then  nor  since,  tJiat  the  treasures  therein 
s  decisive  of  the  national  fate.  Every  contained  were  the  property  of  the  rajah,  and 
»und  it  would  have  started  into  arms  not  her  own;  and  did,  in  order  to  stimulate  the 
it :  and  every  subject  of  its  own  domi-  British  sokliery  to  rapine  and  outrage,  issue 
mid,  according  to  their  several  abilities,  to  them  several  barbarous  orders,  ctmtrary  to 
come  its  enemy."  And  that  several  he  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  relative  to 
ind  has  declared,  that  though  the  said  their  property,  moveable  and  immoveable, 
was  not  struck,  great  convulsions  did  attended  with  unworthy  and  unbecoming  me- 
r  ensue  from  his  proceedings.  "  That  nsces,  highly  offensive  to  the  manners  of  the 
5  province  of  Oude  was  in  a  state  of  as  East,  and  the  particular  respect  there  paid  to 
Le  rebellion  as  that  of  Benares  :*'  and  the  female  sex ;  which  letters  and  orders  as 
'asions,  tumults,  and  insurections  were  well  as  the  letters  which  he  had  received 
ned  thereby  in  various  other  parts.  from  the  officers  concerned,  the  said  Hastings 

did  unlawfully  suppress,  until  (breed  by  the 

[. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  disputes  between  him  and  the  said  officers  to 

'  had  collected  his  forces  from  all  parts,  discover  the  same ;  and  the  said  orders  were 

:h  little  difficulty  or  bloodshed,  subse-  as  follow  : 

3  that  time,  on  the  part  of  his  troops,  "  I  am  this  instant  favoured  with  yours  of 
I  few  days,  entirely  reduce  the  said  pro-  yesterday.  Mine  of  the  same  date  (22d  Oo- 
r  Benares ;  and  did,  after  the  said  short  tober,  1781)  has  before  this  time  acquainted 
le  resisted  hostility,  and  cold  blood,  is-  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments  res- 
order  for  burning  a  certain  town,  in  pecting  the  rannee  (the  mother  of  the  Rajah 
le  accused  the  people  at  large  of  having  Cheit  Sing)  ;  I  think  every  demand  she  has 
*  upon  what  provocation  he  knows  not,"  made  to  you,  except  that  of  safety  and  respect 
wounded  sepoys,  who  were  prisoners  ;  for  her  person,  is  unreasonable.  If  the  re- 
order, being  generally  given,  when  it  ports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your  rejecting 
duty  to  have  made  some  inquiry  con-  her  q^ers,  or  any  negotiations  with  her,  would 
particular  offenders,  but  which  he  did  soon  obtain  you  possession  of  the  fort  upon 
nake  or  cause  to  be  made,  was  cruel,  your  own  terms.  I  apprehend  that  she  will 
n,  and  tended  to  the  destruction  of  the  contrive  to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  eonsidera^ 
«  of  the  company ;  and  that  this,  and  blepart  of  the  booty  by  being  steered  to  retire 
Hs  of  devastation  did  cause  the  loss  of  without  esamination.  But  this  is  your  consim 
nths  of  the  collections.  deration  and  not  mine.     I  shotUd  he  very  a&r~ 

ry  that  your  qfioers  and  soldiers  lost  ANY 

[I. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  PART  of  the  reward  to  which  they  are  so  well 

only  refuse  the  submissions  of  the  said  entitled;  bnt  I  cannot  make  any  objection,  as 

rhtch  were  frequently  repeated  through  you  must  be  the  best  judge  of  the  expediency 

persons  afler  he  had  left  Benares  and  of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the  rannee. 

ter  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the  compa-  What  you  have  engaged  for,  I  will  certainly 

ees,  but  did  proscribe  and  except  him  ratify ;  but  as  to  permitting  the  rannee  to  hold 

e  pardons  which  he  issued,  af\er  he  had  the  purgunnah  of  Hurluk,  or  any  other  in  the 

1  his  vengeance  on  the  province  of  Be-  zemindary,  without  being  subject  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  whatever, 
or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  far  m 

m. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  provision,  I  will  never  consent  to  it"    And  in 

i  to  a  certain  castle  called  Bidgigur,  another  letter  to  the  same  person,  dated  Be- 

dence  of  a  person  of  high  rank,  called  nares,  8d  of  November,  1781,  in  which  he  the 

the  mother  of  the  rajah  of  Benares,  said  Hastings  consents  that  the  said  woman 

hom  his  wife,  a  woman  described  by  of  distinction  should  be  allowed  to  evacuate 

I  Hastings  "  to  be  of  an  amiable  cha-  the  place,  and  to  receive  protection,  he  did  ex- 

'and  all  the  other  women  of  the  rajah*s  press  himself  as  follows :  "  I  am  willing  to 

and  the  survivors  of  the  family  cf  his  grant  her  now  the  same  conditions  to  iHiioh  I 

kilwant  Sing,  did  then  reside,  a  bocty  at  first  consented ;  providsd  that  she  drinriM 
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into  your  poOTetsion,  within  twenty-four  hours  XX. — That  the  goyemoar-general  War- 
from  the  time  of  receiving  your  message,  the  ren  Hastings,  in  exciting  the  hopes  of  the 
fort  ofBidzigurr,  with  the  treasure  and  effects  military  by  declaring  them  well  entitled  to  t)u 
lodged  therein  by  Cheit  Sing,  or  any  of  his  ad-  jdunder  of  the  fortress  aforesaid,  the  residence 
berents,  with  the  reserve  only,  as  above  men-  of  the  mother  and  other  women  of  the  rajah  of 
tioned,  of  such  articles  a*  you  shall  Uiink  neees-  Benares,  and  by  wishing  the  troops  to  secure 
9ary  to  her  »ex  and  condition,  or  as  you  shall  be  the  same  for  their  own  benefit,  did  advise  and 
diapoavdf  of  yourself  to  indidge  her  with.  If  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  orders  of  the 
she  complies,  as  I  expect  she  will,  it  will  be  court  of  directors,  and  to  his  own  opinion  of 
your  part  to  secure  the  fort,  and  the  property  his  public  duty,  as  well  as  tu  the  truth  and  re- 
it  contains,/or  the  ben^t  of  yourself  and  <ie-  ality  thereof;  he  having  some  years  before 
tachment.  I  have  only  further  to  request,  entered  in  writing  the  declaration  which  fol- 
that  you  will  grant  an  escort,  if  Panna  should  lows ; ''  The  very  ideaof  prize  money  suggests 
require  it,  to  conduct  her  here,  or  wherever  she  to  my  remembrance  the  former  disorders  which 
may  choose  to  retire  to.  But  should  she  refuse  arose  in  our  army  from  Uiis  soureey  and  had  a/- 
to  execute  the  promise  she  has  made,  or  delay  most  proved  fatal  to  U.  Of  this  circumstance 
it  beyond  the  term  of  twenty-four  hourSj  it  is  my  you  must  be  sufficioitly  apprized,  and  of  the 
positive  injunction  that  you  immediately  put  a  necessity  for  discouraging  every  expectation  of 
atop  to  any  further  intercourse  or  negotiation  this  kind  among  the  troops — it  is  to  be  avoided 
with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renew  it.  If  she  Wee  poison.  The  bad  effects  of  asimilar  mea- 
disappoints  or  tr\fle»  with  me,  after  I  have  aure  were  but  too  plainly  felt  in  a  former  pe- 
Bubjected  my  duan  to  the  disgrace  of  return-  riod,  and  our  honourable  masters  did  not  fail 
ing  inaffectually,  and  of  course  myself  to  dis-  on  that  occasion  to  reprobate  with  their  cen- 
credit,  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  wanton  qffront  sure,  in  the  roost  severe  terms,  a  practice  which 
and  indignity  ^  which  I  can  never  forgive,  nor  they  regarded  as  the  source  of  infinite  evils ; 
will  I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever,  but  and  which,  if  established,  would  in  their  judg- 
leave  her  exposed  to  those  dangers  which  she  ment,  necessarily  bring  corruption  and  ruin 
has  chosen  to  risk,  rather  than  trust  to  the  on  their  army." 
clemency  and  generosity  of  our  government. 

I  think  she  cannot  be  ignorant  of  these  consc  XXI. — That  the  said  Hastings,  after  be 
quenees^  and  will  not  venture  to  incur  them ;  had  given  the  licence  aforesaid,  and  that  in 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  I  place  a  dependency  consequence  thereof  the  booty  found  in  the 
on  her  offers,  and  have  consented  to  send  my  castle,  to  the  amount  of  23,27,813  current  ru- 
duan  to  her."  pees,  was  distributed  among  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed in  its  reduction,  the  said  Hastings  did 
XIX. — That  the  castle  aforesaid  surren-  retract  his  declaration  of  right,  and  his  per- 
dered  upon  terms  of  safety,  and  on  express  mission  to  the  soldiers  to  appropriate  to  tbem- 
condition  of  not  attempting  to  search  their  selves  the  plunder,  and  endeavoured,  by  vari- 
persons,  the  woman  of  rank  aforesaid,  her  fe-  ous  devices  and  artifices,  to  explain  the  same 
male  relations  and  female  dependants,  to  the  away,  and  to  recover  the  spoil  aforesaid  for 
number,  of  three  hundred,  besides  children,  the  use  of  the  company :  and  wholly  failing 
evacuated  the  said  castle ;  but  the  spirit  of  rapa-  in  his  attempts  to  resume,  by  a  breach  of  faith 
city  being  excited  by  the  letters  and  other  pro-  with  the  soldiers,  what  he  had  unlawfully  dis- 
ceedings  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  capitulation  posed  of  by  a  breach  of  duty  to  his  constituents, 
was  shamefully  and  outrageously  broken,  and  he  attempted  to  obtain  the  same  as  a  loan,  in 
in  despite  ofthe  endeavours  of  the  commanding  which  attempt  he  also  foiled;  and  the  afore- 
officer,  the  said  woman  of  high  condition,  and  said  money  being  the  only  part  ofthe  trea- 
her  female  dependents,  friends,  and  servants,  sures  belonging  to  the  rajah,  or  any  of  his 
were  plundered  oftheir  effects  they  carried  with  family,  that  had  been  found,  he  was  alto- 
them,  and  which  were  reserved  to  them  in  the  gether  frustrated  in  the  acquisition  of  eve- 
capitulation  of  their  fortress,  and  in  their  per-  ry  part  of  that  dishonourable  object,  which 
sons  were  otherwise  rudely  and  inhumanly  alone  he  pretended  to  and  pursued  throu^ 
dealt  with  by  the  licentious  followers  ofthe  a  long  series  of  acts  of  injustice,  in- 
camp ;  for  which  outrages,  represented  to  the  humanity,  oppression,  violence,  and  blood- 
said  Hastings  with  great  concern  by  the  com-  shed,  at  the  hazard  of  his  person  and 
manding  officer,  Major  Popham,  he,  the  said  reputation,  and  in  his  own  opinion,  at 
Hastings,  did  afterwards  recommend  a  late  the  risk  of  the  total  subversion  ofthe  British 
and  fhiitlesfl  redress.  empire. 
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XXn.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  good  military  stores,  although  the  cannon  was 
after  the  commission  of  the  offences  afore-  stated  by  the  same  authority  to  be  bad,  he,  the 
said,  being  well  aware  that  he  should  be  called  said  Warren  Hastings,  from  the  report  afore- 
to  an  account  for  the  same,  did,  by  the  evil  said,  did  maliciously,  and  contrary  to  the  prin- 
counsel  and  agency  of  Sir  Elijsih  Impey,  ciplcs  of  natural  and  legal  reason,  infer,  that 
knight,  his  majesty's  chief  justice,  who  was  the  insurrection  which  had  been  raised  by  his 
then  out  of  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  cause  own  violence  and  oppression,  and  rendered  for 
to  be  taken  to  Benares,  before,  or  by  the  said  a  time  successful  by  his  own  improvidence. 
Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  through  the  interven-  was  the  consequence  of  a  premeditated  design 
tion,  not  of  the  company's  interpreter,  but  of  a  to  overturn  the  British  empire  in  India,  and  to 
certain  private  interpreter  of  his,  the  said  exterminate  therefrom  the  British  nation ; 
Hastings's  own  appointment,  and  a  dependent  which  design,  if  it  had  been  true,  the  said 
on  him  called  Major  Davy,  several  declara-  Hastings  might  have  known,  or  rationally 
tions  and  depositions  by  natives  of  Hindostan ;  conjectured,  and  ought  to  have  provided 
and  did  also  cause  to  be  taken  before  the  said  against.  And  if  the  said  Hastings  had  re- 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  several  attestations  in  Eng-  ceived  any  credible  information  of  such  de- 
lish  made  by  British  subjects,  and  which  were  sign,  it  was  his  duty  to  lay  the  same  before  the 
aflerwards  transmitted  to  Calcutta,  and  laid  council-board,  and  to  state  the  same  to  the  ra- 
before  the  council-general ;  some  of  which  de-  jah  when  he  was  in  a  condition  to  have  given 
positions  were  upon  oath,  some  upon  honour,  an  answer  thereto,  or  to  observe  thereon ;  and 
and  others  neither  upon  ocUfi  nor  honour ^  but  not  afler  he  had  proscribed  and  driven  him 
all  or  most  of  which  were  of  an  irregular  and  from  his  dominions,  to  have  inquired  into  of^ 
irrelevant  nature,  and  not  fit  or  decent  to  be  fences  to  justify  the  previous  infliction  of  pun- 
taken  by  a  British  magistrate,  or  to  be  trans-  ishment 
mitted  to  a  British  government. 

XXVI.— That  it  does  not  appeaf,  that  in 

XXIII. — That  one  of  the  said  attestations  taking  the  said  depositions  there  was  any  per- 

(but  not  on  oath)  was  made  by  a  principal  son  present  on  the  part  of  the  rajah,  to  object 

minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  to  whom  the  to  the  competence,  or  credibility,  or  relevancy 

said  Hastings  had  some  time  before  proposed  of  any  of  the  said  affidavits,  or  other  attesta- 

to  sell  the  sovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of  tions,  or  to  account,  otherwise  than  as   the 

Benares  ;  and  that  one  other  attestation  (not  said  deponents  did   account,  for  any  of  the 

upon  oath)  was  made  by  a  native  woman  of  facts  therein  stated ;   nor   were  any  copies 

distinction,  whose  son  he,  the  said  Hastings^  thereof  sent  to  the  said  rajah,  although  the 

did  actually  promote  to  the  government  of  Be-  company  had  a  minister  at  the  place  of  his 

nares,  vacated  by  the  unjust  expulsion  of  the  residence,  namely,  in  the  camp  of  the  Mah- 

rajah  aforesaid,  and  who,  in  her  deposition,  did  ratta  chief  Scindia,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 

declare,  that  she  considered  the  expelled  rajah  transmit  to  the  company  any  matters  which 

as  her  enemy ;  and  that  he  never  did  confer  might  induce  or  enable  them  to  do  justice  to 

with  her,  or  suffer  her  to  be  acquainted  with  the  injured  prince  aforesaid.    And  it  does  not 

'any  of  his  designs.  appear  that  the  said  Hastings  has  ever  pro- 
duced any  witness,  letter,  or  other  document, 

XXrV. — That  besides  the  depositions  of  tending  to  prove  that  the  said  rajah  ever  did 

persons  interested  in  the  ruin  of  the  rajah,  carry  on  any  hostile  negotiation  whatever  with 

others  were  made  by  persons  who  then  re-  any  of  those  powers,   with  whom  he  was 

ceived  pensions  from  him,  the  said  Hastings  ,*  charged  with  a  conspiracy  against  the  com- 

and  several  of  the  affidavits  were  made  by  per-  pany,  previous  to  the  period  of  the  said  Hast- 

sons  of  mean  condition,  and  so  wholly  iliite-  ings  having  arrested  him  in  his  palace,  although 

rate  as  not  to  be  able  to  write  their  names.  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  various  agents  at 

the  courts  of  all  those  princes,  and  that  a  late 

XXV. — That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  principal  agent,  and  near  relation  of  a  minister 

also  cause  to  be  examined  by  various  proofs  of  one  of  them,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  called  Be- 

aod  essays,  the  result  of  which  was  delivered  narum  Pundit  was,  at  the  time  of  the  tumult 

is  upon  honour,  the  quality  of  certain  military  at  Benares,  actually  with  the  said  Hastings, 

■tor«s,  taken  by  the  British  troops  from  the  and  the  said  Benarum  Pundit  was  by  him 

•aid  rajah  of  Benares  ;  and  upon  the  report  highly  applauded  for  his  zeal  and  fidelity,  and 

that  the  same  were  of  a  good  quality,  and.exe-  was  therefore  by  him  rewarded  with  a  large 

cnted  by  persons  omveisant  in  the  making  of  pension  on  those  very  revenues  which  he  bad 


him  lo  settlfi  gppd  such  a  trauor  ant 

1  criminal 

»hic}|  would,  in  cffsM,  rcudw  him  th-  muLir 

lory,  ui>on  Ibe  most  eligible,  or  upon 
footing  wbBlever ;  whereby  Ihfl  said 

iber  lerri- 
any  other 
Hastings 

Etniggle,  and  many  appeals  to  the  cemnl, 

cannot  fait  to  terminaio  egaiart  the  rajab,  >ibI 

Dot  tu  ft  punishment  Tor  crimes,  bi 

It  that  the 
jseofox- 

to  Ibe  agent  would  be  liable,  mighl  evenCBjlr 

acluig  money. 

drair  on  him  sercre  restrictions,  and  end  ia 
reducing  Mm  to  the  tntao  and  defrmxd  «d 

XXVnr.— That  the  said  Wan 

en  Hast- 

o/aimtinJor." 

aforesaid  to  the  court  of  dir«tor.,  < 

iid  s«ert 

XXlX.-And  Ihe  said  Hastings,  in  l&l 

certain  fal«  faets,  known  by  him  (. 

)  be  such, 

and  did  dran  from  them  certain  false 

.anddan- 

geroua  inferences,  utterly  suboerai 

TO  of  (be 

eions,  x'hich  would  ensue  from  the  rajah's  )«■ 

rights  of  the  princes  and  subjects  i 

Jependont 

on  the  Britiih  nation  in  India,  ci 

mtrary  lo 

the  principles  of  all  just  govemn 

»nt,  and 

him  the  implied  symbols  of  dominion,  did  m- 

;  Britain; 

namely,  that  the  "  rajah  of  Benarei 

would  eiped  from  every  change  of  gortor 

a  vassal  or  tributary  prince;   and 

(hat  the 

mem  additiooal  demands  to  be  made  npM 

board  upon  the  tranafrr  of  the  lemindary  in  - 
ms,  were  not  to  be  understood  la  btar  the 
quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  upon  optional 
conditions  between  eijual  slatoB ;  that  Ihe  pay- 
ments to  be  made  by  him  were  not  a  tribute, 
but  a  rent ;  and  thai  the  mslrumenls  by  which 

diHer  from  common  grants  to  zemindare,  who 
were  tnerelj  subjects ;  bnt  that  being  nothin|i 
more  than  ■  comraoa  xemindar  and  mere  sub- 


..ii„. 


be  company.    But  that  by  proper  S 

6  dependent,  an  usefiil  barrier,  >• 
powerful  ally  to  the  company.  Bi 
Ltonld  be  neither,  if  the  coDdiliosi  e 
leiion  with   the   coDlptiiy  wCf*  W 
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w  property  La 
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Fori  William  in 


rs  oT  ths  council 
aicuiia,  appoint  anotoer  peraoa,  of  Iba 
1  ofMchip  Norrain,  a  descendaut  by  ihn 
er  from  the  late  Rajah  Bulwaot  Sing,  ta 

-       '  ;B{tl» 


^^^^^tk,,  m                                  vl^ 

rily  10  the  British  resident  over  both,  noiwitb- 

VH|^^^^^,  aad  initiuitoo-i  acting  afora- 

■Mil;  oiunely, '-  tliut  if  b<,  L^  icted  wiUi  an 

the  mischiefe  Likely  to   happen  to  the  «id 

unwuruilable    rigour,  and  cvbd    injualice, 

country  from  tho  establishment  of  a  rMidmt, 

and  his  oj>inion3  since  declared,  in  a  Islter  to 

(hat  Mtraordinary  moans  were  neeeasary,  and 

U»  court  of  directors,  dated  from  this  »«ry 

tbOTC  eierled  with  a  alrong  hand,  to  preserve 

place  (Bcoares)  the  Ut  of  OcUAor,  1184,  to 

Ibe  company's  inlerest  from  ainliing  under  the 

Ibe  same  or  eironger  effbct,  in  case  "  ajenti 

are  sent  into  the  country,  and  armed  with  ut- 

locondly,  if  he  saw  a  polilica!  nectnily  for 

Ihorily  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  and  cor- 

er  wiit  they  be  applitdJ' 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  Uu 
lurped  authority,  entirely  sal  aside  all 


al  for  their  (the  compa- 
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:es  of  own  appointment ;  and  did  enbanca  the  tribulo 

but  to  to  be  pud  from  the  province  from  250,0001. 

in  <A-  annuilly,  limited  by  treaty,  or  theroabouti,  to 

ition;  three  hundred  and  tbirly  Uiousand  pounds  <br 

le  go-  the  Brst  year,  and  to  four  hundred  thousand  fat 

es,  to  every  year  after ;  and  did  compel  the  adminia- 

Ldered  trator  aforesaid  (father  to  the  rajah)  lo  agree 

authority,  illegally  impose,  and  cauM  to  b* 
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Writd}  tumlry  injudicioui  and  oppressive  du-  firom  cMrryiag  on  oofvespoiklflBM  comwin 
ties  on  goo<L  imd  merchandize,  which  did  Che  deposition  of  the  said  administrator,  ud 
greatly  impair  the  tradu  of  the  province,  and  other  important  affairs  in  various  places, 
threaten  the  utter  ruin  tlicreof;  and  did  charge  That  in  the  letter  to  the  council,  requiring 
several  pensions  un  tlie  Kaid  revenui's,  of  his  the  confirmation  of  his  acts  aforesaid,  the  said 
own  mere  authority ;  and  did  send  and  ket>p  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only  propose  the 
ap  various  bodies  of  the  com|)any's  troops  in  confinement  of  the  said  administrator  at  Be* 
the  said  country ;  and  did  |>crrurni  sundry  nares,  although  by  his  impris(mment  he  mutt 
other  acts,  with  ro^janl  to  the  said  territory,  in  have  been  in  a  great  measure  disabled  from 
total  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  sovereign  recovering  the  balances  due  to  him,  and  for 
and  the  people,  and  in  violation  of  the  treaties  the  non-payment  of  which  be  was  thus  impri- 
and  agreements  aforesaid.  soned,  but  did  propose,  as  an  alternative,  his 

Tliat  the  said  Warren  Hastings  being  ab-     imprisonment  at  a  remote  fortress,  out  of  the 
■ent,  on  account  of  ill  heahh,  from  the  presi-     said  territory,  and  in  the  company's  provinces, 
dency  of  Calcutta,  at  a  place  called  Nia  Se-     called  Chunar ;  desiring  them  to  direct  the 
rai,  about  forty  miles  distant  therefrom,  did     resident  at  Benares  "  to  exact  from  Baboo 
carry  on  a  secret  correspondence  with  tlie  resi-     Dubbitzee  Sing  every  rupee  of  the  collectioos, 
dent  at  Benares  ;  and,  under  colour  that  the     which  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  made,  and 
instalments  for  the  new  rent  or  tribute  wero     not  brought  to  account ;  and  either  to  confine 
in  arrear,  did,  of  his  own  authority,  make,  in     him  at  Benares,  or  to  send  him  a  prisoner  to 
about  one  year,  a  second  revolution  in  the     Chunar,  and  to  keep  him  in  confinement  sntil 
government  of  the  territory  aforesaid  ;  and  did     he  shall   have   discharged  the  whole  of  the 
order  and  direct,  that  Durbcge  Sing  aforesaid,     amount  due  fi'om  him."    And  the  said  War^ 
fiither  of  the  rajah,  and  administrator  of  his     ren  Hastings  did  assign  motives  of  passion 
authority,  should  be  deprived  of  his  office  and     and  personal  resentment  for  the  said  unjust 
of  his  lands,  and  thrown  into  prison ;  and  did     and  rigorous  proceedings,  as   follows:    "I 
threaten  him  with  death,  although  he,  the  said     feel  myself,  and  may  be  allowed  <m  sudi  an 
Warren  Hastings,  had,  at  the  time  of  making     occasion  to  acknowledge  it,  personally  hurt 
his  new  arrangement,  declared  himself  sensi-     at  the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and  at  the  dis- 
ble  that  the  rent  aforesaid  might  require  abate-     credit  which  his  ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my 
ment ;  although  he  was  well  apprized,  that  the     appointment  of  him.     He  has  deceived  me; 
administrator  had  been  for  two  months  of  his     he  has  offended  against  the  government,  which 
administration  in  a  weak  and  languid  state  of     I  then  represented."    And  as  a  further  reason 
bod}',  and  wholly  incapable  of  attending  to  the     for  depriving  him  of  his  Jaghire,  (or  salary 
business  of  the  collections ;  though  a  consi-     out  of  land),  he  did  insinuate  in  the  said  letter, 
derable  drought  had  prevailed  in  the  said  pro-     but  without  giving  or  offering  any  proof^  '^  that 
▼ince,  and  did  consequently  affect  the  regu-     the  said  rajah  had  been  guilty  of  littU  and 
larity  and  produce  of  the  collections ;   and     mean  peculcUions^  although  the  appointments 
though  he  had  other  sufficient  reason  to  be-     assigned  to  him  had  been  sufficient  to  free 
Jieve  that  the  said  administrator  had  not  him-     him  from  the  temptations  thereto." 
•elf  received,  from  the  collectors  of  govern-         That  it  appears,  as  it  might  naturally  have 
«ent,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  rent     been  expected,  that  the  wife  of  the  said  admi- 
ia  arrear ;  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,     nistrator,  the  daughter  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the 
without  any  known  process,  or  recording  any     late  rajah  of  Benares,  and  her  son,  the  reign- 
answer,  defence,  plea,  exculpation,  or  apology     ing  rajah,  did  oppose,  to  the  best  of  their 
fi-om  the  party,  or  recording  &ny  other  grounds     power,  but  by  what  remonstrances,  or  upon 
of  rigour  against  him,  except  the  following     what  plea,   the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  resident,  not     never  inform  the  court  of  directors,  the  depo- 
only  gave  the  order  as  aforesaid,  but  did  afler-     sition,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation  of  the 
wards,   without  laying  any  other  or  better     estates  of  the  husband  of  the  one,  and  the  fa* 
ground  before  the  council-general,  persuade     ther  of  the  other  ;  but  that  the  said  Hastings, 
them  to,  and  did  procure  from  them,  a  con-     persisting  in  his  malice,  did  declare  to  the 
iirmation  of  the  aforesaid  cruel  and  illegal  pro-     said  council  as  follows:    "The  opposition 
ceedings,  the  correspondence  concerning  which     made  by  the  rajah  and  the  old  rannee,  both 
liad  not  been  before  communicated ;  he  plead-     equally  incapable  of  judging  for  ihemsdv€M, 
ing  his  ilkiess  for  not  communicating  the     does  certainly  originate  from  some  secret  in- 
^n^e,  though  that  ilUiess  did  not  prevent  him     fluence,  which  ought  to  be  checked  by  a  decid- 
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ed  and  peremptory  declaration  of  the  autho-  dress  of  his  grievances ;  and  that  it  does  not 

rity  oi  the  board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  appear  that  the  same  were  redressed,  or  even 

displeasure  at  their  presumption."  his  complaints  heard,   but  he  received  two 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not  satis-  peremptory  orders  from  the  supreme  coimcil 

fied  with  the  injuries  done,  and  the  insults  to  leave  the  said  city,  and  to  return  to  Benares ; 

and  disgraces  offered  to  the  family  aforesaid,  that  on  his  return  to  Benares,  and  being 

did,  in  a  manner  unparalleled,  except  by  an  there  met  by  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid,  he, 

act  of  his  own  on  another  occasion,  fraudu-  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  although  he  had 

lently  and  inhumanly  endeavour  to  make  the  reason  to  be  well  assured  that  the  said  Dur- 

wife  and  son  of  the  said  administrator,  con-  bitzee  Sing  was  in  possession  of  small  or  no 

trary  to  the  sentiments  and  the  law  of  nature,  substance,  did  again  cruelly  and  inhumanly, 

the  instruments  of  his  oppressions ;  directing  and  without  any  legal   authority,  order  the 

''  that  if  they  (the  mother  and  son  aforesaid)  said  Durbitzee  Sing  to  be  strictly  imprisoned  ; 

could  be  induced  to  yield  the  appearance  of  a  and  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  consequence 

chuxfvl  acquiescence  in  the  new  arrangement,  of  the  vexations,  hardships,  and  oppressions 

and  to  adopt  it  as  a  measure  formed  with  their  aforesaid,  died  in  a  short  time  after  insolvent ; 

participationj  it  would  be  better  than  that  it  but  whether  in  prison  or  not,  does  not  appear, 
should  be  done  by  a  declared  act  of  compul- 

aion,  but  that  at  all  events  it  ought  to  be  done."  —- ^— 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  de- 
clarations aforesaid,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  PART  Y. 

ings  did,  on  his  special  recommendation,  ap-  ^^^^^  kevolution  in  benahis. 
pomt,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  desires 

of  the  rajah  and  his  mother,  another  person  to  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having, 

the  administration  of  his  affairs,  called  Jagher  in  the  manner  before  recited,  divested  Durbege 

Deo  Seo.  Sing  of  the  administration  of  the  province  of 

That  the  company  having  sent  express  or-  Benares,  did,  of  his  own  arbitrary  will  and 
ders  for  the  sending  the  resident  by  them  be-  pleasure,  and  against  the  remonstrances  of 
fore  appointed  to  Benares,  the  said  Warren  the  rajah  and  his  mother,  (in  whose  name  and 
Hastings  did  strongly  oppose  himself  to  the  in  whose  right  the  said  Durbege  Sing,  father 
same ;  and  did  throw  upon  the  person  ap-  of  the  one  and  husband  of  the  other,  had  ad- 
pointed  by  the  company  (Francis  Fowke,  Es-  ministered  the  affairs  of  the  government,)  ap- 
quire)  several  strong  but  unspecified  reflec-  point  a  person,  called  Jagher  Deo  Sheo,  to 
tions  and  aspersions,  contrary  to  the  duty  he  administer  the  same. 

owed  to  the  companf",  and  to  the  justice  he  That  the  new  administrator,  warned  by  the 

owed  to  all  its  servants.  severe  example  made  of  his  predecessor,  is 

That  the  said  resident  being  appointed  by  represented  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as 

the  votes  of  the  rest  of  the  council,  in  obedi-  having  made  it  his  "  avowed  principle  (as  it 

ence  to  the  reiterated  orders  of  the  company,  might  be  expected  it  should  be)  that  the  sum 

and  in  despite  of  the  opposition  of  the  said  fixed  for  the  revenue  must  be  collected."  And 

Hastings,  did  proceed  to  Benares ;   and  on  he  did,  upon  the  principle  aforesaid,  and  by 

the  representation  of  the  parties,  and  the  sub-  the  means  suggested  by  a  principle  of  that 

mission  of  the  accounts  of  the  aforesaid  Dur-  sort,  accordingly  levy  from  the  country,  and 

bitzee  Sing  to  an  arbitrator,  did  find  him,  the  did  regularly  discharge  to  the  British  resident 

said  Durbitzee  Sing,  indebt  to  the  company  for  at  Benares,  by  monthly  payments,  the  sums 

a  sum  not  considerable  enough  to  justify  these-  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  it 

▼ere  treatment  of  the  said  Durbitzee  Sing ;  his  is  asserted  by  the  resident  Fowke  ;  buflhe 

wife  and  son  complaining,  at  or  about  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  assert,  that  his  an- 

same  time,  that  the  balances  due  to  him  from  nual  collections  did  hot  amount  to  more  than 

the  aumils,  or  sub-collectors,  had  been  re-  lacks  37,37,600,   or  thereabouts,  which  he 

ceived  by  the  new  administrator,  and  carried  says  is  much  short  of  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 

to  his  own  credit,  in  prejudice  and  wrong  to  vince.    and    is  about  twenty-four    thousand 

the  said  Durbitzee  Sing ;  which  representa-  pounds  short  of  his  agreement, 

lion,  the  only  one  that  has  been  transmitted  That  it  further  appears,  that  notwithstand- 

on  itie  part  of  the  said  sufferers,  has  not  been  ing  the  new  administrator  aforesaid  was  ap- 

contradicted.  pointed  two  months,  or  thereabouts,  after  the 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  Durbitzee  beginning  of  the  fuseli  year,  that  is  to  say, 

Sing  did  afterwards  go  to  Calcutta  for  the  re-  about  the  middle  of  November,  1782,  and  tha 
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fbnner  •dminifftntor  had  collected  a  certain  1781  andlTSt,  inthewordifi>nawiiig!<*&n^ 

portion  of  the  revenues  of  that  year,  amount-  ing  contrived,  by  making  forced  stages,  while 

ing  tu  17,000/.  and  upwards  ;  yet  he,  the  said  the  troops  of  my  escort  marched  at  the  ordh 

new  administrator,  upon  the  unjust  and  de-  nary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  of  five  days  at  Be- 

■tructive  principle  aforesaid,  suggested  by  the  narcs,  I  was  thereby  fiimished  with  the  means 

cruel  and  violent   proceedings   of   the  said  of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of 

Warren  Hastings  towards  his  predecessor,  the  province,  which  I  am  anxious  to  commu- 

did   levy  on  the   province,   within  the  said  nicate  to  you.     Indeed  the  inquiry,  which  was 

year,  the  whole  amount  of  the  revenues  to  be  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  upon  m«,  affected 

collected,  in  addition  to  the  sum  collected  by  me  with  very  mortifying  reflections  on  my 

his  predecessor  aforesaid,  inability  to  apply  it  to  any  useful  purpose. 

That,  on  account  of  a  great  drought  which  From  the  confines  of  Buxar  to  Benares,  I 

prevailed  in  the  province  aforesaid,  a  remis-  was  followed  KXidfatigned  by  the  clamours  of 

■ion  of  certain  duties  in  grain  was  proposed  the  discontented  inliabitants.      It  was  what 

by  the  chief  criminal  judge  at  Benares ;  but  I  expected  in  a  degree,  because  it  is  rare  that 

the  administrator  aforesaid,  being  fearful  that  the  exercise  of  authority  should  prove  satis- 

the  revenue  would  fall  short  in  his  hands,  did  fitctory  to  all,  who  are  the  objects  of  it.    The 

strenuously  oppose  himself  to  the  necessary  distresses,  which  were  produced  by  the  long 

relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city.  continued    drought,   unavoidably    tended  to 

That  notwithstanding  the  cantonment  of  heighten  the  general  discontent ;  yet  I  have 

.  fevcral  bodies  of  the  company's  troops  within  reason  to  fear  that  the  cause  existed  principaJbf 

the  province,  since  the  abolition  of  the  native  in  a  d^ective^  if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppresnve 

government,  it  became  subject,  in  a  particular  €uitmnistration."  "  Of  a  multitude  of  petitions, 

manner,  to  the  rajahs  upon  the  borders  ;  inso-  which  were  presented  to  me,  and  of  whidi  I 

much,  that  in   one  quarter,  no  fewer  than  took  minutes,  every  one,  that  did  not  relate  to 

thirty  villages  had  been  sacked  and  burned,  a  personal  grievance,  contained   the  repre- 

and  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  most  ex-  sentation  of  one  and  the  same  species  of  op- 

tremo  distress.  pression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an  influence 

That  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.      The 

at  Calcutta,  did  represent  that  the  collection  practice,  to  which  I  allude,  is  this  :  it  is  a& 

of  the  revenue  was  become  very  difficult ;  and,  firmed  that  the  aumils  and  renters  exact,  from 

besides  the  extreme  drought,  did  assign  for  a  the  proprietors  of  the  actual  harvest,  a  large 

cause  of  that  difficulty,  the  following  :  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent ;  tluit 

"  That  there  is  also  one  fund,  which,  in  is,  from  those,  who  hold  their  potta  by  the 

former  years,  was  applied  in  this  country  to  tenure  of  paying  one  half  of  the  produce  of 

remedy  temporary  inconveniences  in  the  rcve-  their  crops,  either  the  wholcj  without  subter- 

nue,  and  which  in  the  present  year  does  not  ex-  fuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  a  false 

ist.  This  was  the  private  fortunes  of  merchants  measurement,  or  other    pretexts  ;    and  from 

and  shrofls  (bankers)  resident  in  Benares,  from  those  whose  engagements  are  for  a  fixed  rent 

whom  aumils  (collectors)  of  credit  could  obtain  in  moneys  the  hal^  or  a  greater  proportion,  is 

temporary  loans,  to  satisfy  the  immediate  calls  taken  in  kind.     This  is  in  effect  a  tax  upon 

of  the  rajah.    These  sums,  which  used  to  cir-  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants ;  since  there  is 

culate  between  the  aumil  and  the  merchant,  scarce  afield  of  grain  in  the  province,  /  mt^A< 

have  been  turned  into  a  different  channel,  by  say  not  oncy  which  has  not  been  preserved  by 

bills  of  exchange  to  defiray  the  expenses  of  go-  the  incessant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  dig- 

vernment  both  on  the  west  coast  of  India,  and  ging  wells  for  their  supply,  or  watering  them 

also  at  Madras."    To  which  representation  it  from  the  wells  of  masonry,  with  which  their 

does  not  appear  that  any  answer  was  given,  or  country  abounds,  or  from   the  neighbouring 

that  any  mode  of  redress  was  adopted  in  con-  tanks,  rivers,  and  nullahs.     The  people,  who 

sequence  thereof.  imposed  on  themselves  this  voluntary  and  ex- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  traordinary  labour,  and  not  unattended  with 

passed  through  the  province  of  Benares  (Gau-  expense,  did  it  on  the  expectation  of  reaping 

zipore)  in  his  progress  towards  Gude,  did,  in  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  is  certain  they  would 

a  letter  dated  from  the  city  of  Lucknow,  the  not  have  done  it,  if  they  had  knovra  that  their 

2d  of  April,  1784,  give  to  the  council-board  at  rulers,  ^rom  whom  they  were  entitled  to  an  t»i- 

Calcutta  an  account  (highly  dishonourable  to  demni/ication,  would  take  from  them  what  they 

the  British  government)  of  the  efiect  of  the  so  hardly  earned.     If  the  same  administration 

arrangements  made  by  himself  in  the  years  continues,  and  the  country  shall  again  labour 
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under  want  of  rain,  every  Jield  toill  be  aban^     nest  I  was  for  his  observation  of  this  precau- 
donedf  the  revenue  fail,  and  thousands  perish     tion,  I  repeated  it  to  him  in  person,  and  dis- 
through  want  of  subsistence ;  for  who  will  la-     missed  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for  Uiat 
bour  for  the  sole  benefit  of  others,  and  to  make     purpose.     But,  to  my  great  disappointment,  / 
himself  the  subject  of  exaction  ?     These  prac-    found  every  place,  through  which  I  passed f 
tices  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  naib  himself,     abandoned ;  nor  had  there  been  a  man  left  in 
[the  administrator  forced  by  the  said  Warren     any  of  Viemfor  their  protection.    I  am  sorry 
Hastings  on  the  present  rajah  of  Benares.]     to  add,  that  from  Buxarto  the  opposite  bounds 
The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acts,  and     ary,  I  have  seen  nothing  but  traces  of  compleste 
which  he  acknowledged  to  myself,  is,  that  the     devastation  in  every  village ;  whether  caused 
whole  sum  fixed  for  the  revenue  of  the  province     by  the  followers  of  the  troops,  which  have  latehf 
must  be  collected ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,     passed  for  their  natural  relief,  and  I  know  not 
the  deficiency  arising  in  places  where  the     whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their  share, 
crops  have  &iled,  or  which  have  been  left  un-     or  from  the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants 
cultivated,  must  be  supplied  from  the  resour-     left  to  themselves,  and  of  themselves  deserting 
ces  of  others,  where  the  soil  has  been  better     their  houses.    I  wish  to  acquit  my  own  coun- 
suited  to  the  season,  or  the  industry  of  the     try  men  of  the  blame  of  these  unfavourable  ap- 
cultivators  hath  been  more  successfully  ex-     pearances,  and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit 
«rted :  a  principle  which,  however  specious     them ;   for  at  one  encampment  a  crowd  of 
and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear,  certainly     people  came  to  me,  complaining  that  their 
tends  to  the  mostpemidous  and  destnudive  con-     new  aumil,  {collector)  on  the  approach  of  any 
sequences.    If  this  declaration  of  the  naib  had     military  detachment,  himself  first  Jled  from  the 
been  made  only  to  myself,  I  might  have  doubt-     place ;  and  the  intuMtants,  having  no  one  to 
ed  my  construction  of  it ;  but  it  was  repeated     whom  they  could  apply  for  redress,  or  for  the 
by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it     representation  of  dieir  grievances,  and  being 
exactly  in  the  same  sense.     In  the  manage-     thus  remediless,  fied  also;  so  that  their  house* 
ment  of  the  customs,  the  conduct  of  the  naib,     and  ^ects  became  a  prey  to  any  person  who 
or  of  the  officer  under  him,  was  forced  also     chose  to  plunder  them.     The  general  conclu- 
upon  my  attention.     The  exorbitant  rates,  ed^•     sion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence 
acted  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods ;     from  such  a  state  of  facts ;  and  my  own  senses 
the  practice  of  exacting  duties  twice  on  the     bore  testimony  to  it  in  this  specific  instance ; 
same  goods,  first  from  the  seller,  and  after-     nor  do  I  know  how  it  is  possible  for  any  oM« 
wards  from  the  buyer ;   and  the  vexations,     cer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  atten- 
disputes,  and  delays,  drawn  on  the  merchants     tive  soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and 
by  these  oppressions,  were  loudly  complained     forbearance  of  his  people,  to  prevent  disor- 
of ;  and  some  instances  of  this  kind  were  said     ders  when  there  is  neither  opposition  to  hinder^ 
to  exist  at  the  very  time  I  was  at  Benares,     nor  evidence  to  detect  them.     These,  and  many 
Under  such  circumstances,  we  are  not  to  won-     other  irregularities,  I   impute  solely  to  the 
der  if  the  merchants  of  foreign  countries  are     naib,  and  recommend  his  instant  removal, 
discouraged  from  resorting  to  Benares,  and  if         *<  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  except  the 
the  commerce  of  that  province  should  annually     city  of  Benares,  the  province  is  in  ^ect  with' 
decay.     Other  evils,  or  imputed  evils,  have     out  a  government.     The  administration  of  the 
accidentally  come  to  my  knowledge,  which  I    province  is  misconducted,  and  the  people  op^ 
will  not  now  particularize ;  as  I  hope  that,    pressed,  trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue  in 
with  the  assistance  of  the  resident,  they  may     danger  of  a  rapid  decline,  from  the  violent  a^ 
be  in  part  corrected.     One  evil  I  must  men-    propriation  of  its  means,^^ 
tion,  because  it  has  been  verified  by  my  own         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recom^ 
observation,  and  is  of  that  kind  which  reflects     mend  to  the  council,  for  a  remedy  of  the  dis- 
an  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  na-     orders  and  calamities,  which  had  arisen  from 
tional  character.     When  I  was  at  Buxar,  the     his  own  acts,  dispositions,  and  appomtments, 
resident,  at  my  desire,  enjoined  the  naib  to     that  the  administrator  aforesaid  should  be  hoi- 
appoint   creditable  people    to    every  town,     stantly  removed  from  his  office;  attributing 
through  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and     the  aforesaid  *^  irregularities,  and  many  others, 
encourage  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their     solely  to  him  ,*"  although  on  his  own  repre- 
houses,  promising  to  give  them  guards  as  I     sentation  it  does  appear  that  he  was  the  sole 
approached,  and  they  required  it  for  their  pro-     cause  of  the  irregularities  therein  described  : 
tectum ;  and  that  he  might  perceive  how  ear-    neither  does  it  appear  that  the  administntOTi 
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so  by  Um  nki  Hasting*  Domimtod  uxi  re-  wkai  Aey  have  m  fubttt  to  eapectf ;  and,  ia 

■K>Ted,  was  ^rapcr\j  charged  and  called  to  proportkn  to  the  degree  of  this  aDcertainty, 

answer  (or  the  said  recited  irregularities,  or  their  efforts  and  expenses  in  promoting  the 

Ibr  the  many  other§  not  recited,  but  attrUmUd  cnltiration  will  be  languid  and  sparing. 

aoldy  to  him ;  nor  has  any  plea  or  excuse  ^  In  compliance  with  the  naib's  request,  I 

from  him  been  transmitted  to  the  board,  or  to  hare  written  to  all  the  anniils,  encooraging 

the  court  of  directors  ;  but  he  was,  at  the  in-  and  ordering  them  to  attend  to  the  cnhivatioB 

stance  of  the  said  Hastings,  deprired  of  his  of  their  respectire  districts.     Bat  I  oonceire 

■aid  office  contrary  to  the  principles  of  nato-  I  should  be  able  to  promote  this  rery  desin- 

nl  justice,  in  a  riolent  and  arbitrary  manner ;  Ue  intention  moch  more  effectually,  if  yoa 

which  proceeding,  combined  with  the  example  will  honour  me  with  the  communication  of 

Bade  of  his  predecessor,  must  necessarily  your  intentions  on  this  subject.     At  the  same 

leare  to  the  person,  who  should  succeed  to  the  time  I  cannot  help  just  remarking,  that  if  a 

said  office,  no  distinct  principle  upon  which  change  is  intended,  the  sooner  it  takes  place, 

be  might  act  with  safety.     But  in  comparing  the  more  the  bad  ^eeU  I  hare  described  will 

the  consequences  of  the  two  delinquencies  be  obviated." 

charged,  the  failure  of  the  pajrment  of  the  re-  That  the  council,  having  received  the  pro- 
venues  (from  whatever  cause  it  may  arise)  \b  position  for  the  removal  of  the  administrator 
more  likely  to  be  avoided  than  any  severe  aforesaid,  did  also  in  a  letter  to  him  (the  said 
course  towards  the  inhabitants  ;  as  the  former  Hastings)  condemn  the  frequent  changes  by 
&ult  was,  besides  the  deprivation  of  office,  at*  him  made  in  the  administratiixi  <^  the  collec- 
tended  with  two  imprisonments,  with  a  me-  tionofBenares;butdidc(Risenttosudialt«a- 
nace  of  death,  and  an  actual  death,  in  disgrace,  tions  as  might  be  made  without  encroaching 
poverty,  and  insolvency ;  whereas  the  latter,  on  the  rights  established  by  his  (the  said 
namely,  the  oppression,  and  thereby  the  total  Hastings^s)  agreement  in  the  year  1781,  and 
ruin  of  the  country,  charged  on  the  second  ad-  did  desire  him  to  transmit  to  them  his  plan 
ministrator,  was  only  followed  by  loss  of  office ;  for  a  new  administration, 
although  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  That  the  said  Hastings  did  transmit  a  plan, 
ftirther  assert  (but  with  what  truth  does  not  which,  notwithstanding  the  evils  which  had 
appear)  that  the  collection  of  the  last  adminis-  happened  from  the  former  frequent  changes, 
trator  had  fallen  much  short  of  the  revenue  of  he  did  propose,  a»  a  temporary  expedient  for 
the  province.  the  administration  of  the  revenues  of  the  said 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  was  province;  in  which  no  provision  was  made 
sensible  that  the  frequent  changes  by  him  for  the  reduction  or  remission  of  revenue,  as 
made  would  much  disorder  the  management  of  exigencies  might  require ;  or  for  the  extrac- 
the  revenues,  and  seemed  desirous  of  conceal-  tion  of  the  circulating  species  from  the  said 
ing  his  intentions  concerning  the  last  change  province  ;  or  for  the  supply  of  the  necessary 
imtil  the  time  of  its  execution.  Yet  it  ap-  advances  for  cultivation ;  nor  for  the  removal 
pears  by  a  letter  from  a  British  resident,  dated  or  prevention  of  any  of  the  grievances  by  him 
'he  23d  of  June,  1784,  *'  that  a  very  strong  re-  before  complained  of,  other  than  an  inspec- 

Strt  prevailed  at  Benares  of  his  (the  said  tion  by  the  resident  and  the  chief  criminal 
astings*s)  intentions  of  appointing  a  new  magistrate  of  Benares,  and  other  regulations 
naib  for  the  approaching  year ;  and  that  the  equally  void  of  effect  and  authority ;  and 
effect  is  evident,  which  the  prevalence  of  such  which  plan  Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  supreme 
an  idea  amongst  the  aumils  would  probably  council,  did  altogether  reject ;  but  the  same 
have  on  the  cultivation  at  this  particular  time,  was  approved  of^  as  a  temporary  expedient^ 
The  heavy  mofbssil  kists  (harvest  instal-  with  some  exceptions,  by  two  other  members 
ments)  have  now  been  collected  by  the  au-  of  the  board,  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  Macpher- 
ipils ;  the  season  of  tillage  is  arrived ;  the  son,  declaring  the  9aid  Warren  Hastingg  re- 
ryots  (country  farmers)  must  be  indulged,  8pon8U)le  for  the  temporary  expediency  of  the 
9nd  even  assisted  by  advances ;  and  the  aumil  same. 

must  look  for  his  returns  in  the  abundance  of  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the 

the  crop,  the  consequence  of  this  early  cUien-  plan  aforesaid,  having   strongly  objected  to 

Hon  to  tfie  ctdlivation.    The  effect  is  evident,  the  appointment  of  any  European  collectors, 

which  the  report  of  a  change  in  the  first  qfficer  that  is  to  say,  of  any  European  servants  of 

pfihe  revenue  must  have  on  the  minds  of  the  the  company  being  concerned  in  the  same, 

gumilti  by  having  them  at  an  uncertainty  t^f  declared  that  there  had  been  sufficient  experi* 
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enoe  of  tlie  ill  effects  of  their  beii^  so  em-  eiice  to  the  ord«n  of  the  East-InduicompAByy 
ployed  in  the  province  of  Bengal ;  by  which  arrogating  to  himself  the  nomination  ci  the 
the  said  Hastings  did  either,  in  loose  and  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  as  his  particu- 
general  terms,  convey  a  false  imputation  upon  lar  agent  and  representative,  and  rejecting  the 
the  conduct  of  the  company's  servants  em-  resident  appointed  by  the  company,  and  ob- 
ployed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  of  truding  upon  them  a  person  of  his  own  choice, 
Bengal,  or  he  was  guilty  of  a  criminal  neg-  did,  from  that  time,  render  himself  in  a  parti* 
lect  of  duty,  in  not  bringing  to  punishment  cular  manner  responsible  for  the  good  govem- 
the  particular  persons,  whose  evil  practices  ment  of  the  provinces  composing  the  domi- 
had  given  rise  to  such  a  general  imputation  nions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 
<Hi  British  subjects  and  servants  of  the  com- 
pany, as  to  render  them  unfit  for  service  in  III. — That  the  provinces  aforesaid  having 
other  places.  been,  at  the  time  of  their  first  connexion  with 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  in  the  company,  in  an  improved  and  flourishing 

the  course  of  three  years,  made  three  complete  condition,  and  yielding  a  revenue  of  more  than 

revolutions  in  the  state  of  Benares,  by  expel-  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  or  thereat 

ling,   in   the  first  instance,   the  lawful  and  bouts,  did,  soon  after  that  period,  begin  sensi- 

rightful  govemour  of  the  same,  under  whose  biy  to  decline ;  and  the  subsidy  of  the  British 

care  and  superintendence  a  large  and  certain  troops  stationed  in  that  province,  as  well  as 

revenue,  suitable  to  the  abilities  of  the  coun-  other  sums  of  money  due  to  the  company  by 

try,  and  consistent  with  its  prosperity,  was  treaty,  ran  considerably  in  arrear ;  although 

paid  with  the  greatest  punctuality;  and  by  the  prince  of  the  country,  during  the  time 

afterwards  displacing  two  effective  govern-  these  arrears  accrued,  was  otherwise  in  dis- 

ours,  or  administrators  of  the  province,  ap-  tress,  and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  his 

pointed  in  succession  by  himself;  and  in  con-  establishments, 
sequence  of  the  said  appointments,  and  violent 

and  arbitrary  removals,   the  said    province  IV.  That  the  prince  aforesaid,  or  nabob  of 

«  being  left  in  effect  without  a  government,"  Oude,  did,  in  humble  and  submissive  terms, 

except  in  one  city  only  ;  and  having,  after  all,  supplicate  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be 

settled  no  more  than  a  temporary  arrange-  relieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whose  licen^ 

ment ;  is  guilty  of  ad  high  crime  and  misde-  tious  behaviour  he  complained  of)  and  who 

meanour  in  the  destruction  of  the  country  were  stationed  in  his  country  without  any 

aforesaid.  obligation,  by  treaty,  to  maintain  them ;  plead- 
ing the  failure  of  harvest,  and  the  prevalence 

^-— .«  of  famine  in  his  country ; — a  compliance  with 

which  request,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

IT.     FIII17CESSSS  OF  oiTDE.  was  refused  in  unbecoming,  offensive,  and  inp 

suiting  language. 

I.— That  the  reigning  nabob  of  Oude,  com- 
monly called  Asoph  ul  Dowla,  (son  and  sue-  V. — That  the  said  nabob,  labouring  under 
cessour  to  Shuja  ul  Dowla,)  by  taking  into,  the  aforesaid  and  other  burthens,  and  being 
or  continuing  in  his  pay,  certain  bodies  of  re-  continually  urged  for  payment,  was  advised 
gular  British  troops,  and  by  having  afterwards  to  extort,  and  did  extort,  from  his  mother  and 
admitted  the  British  resident  at  his  court  into  grandmother,  under  the  pretext  of  loans  (and 
the  mansLgement  of  all  his  affairs,  foreign  and  sometimes  without  that  appearance,)  various 
domestic,  and  particularly  into  the  adminis-  great  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole 
tration  of  his  finances,  did  gradually  become,  to  630,000Z.  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  alleging 
in  substance  and  effect,  as  well  as  in  general  in  excuse,  the  rigorous  demands  of  the  East- 
repute  and  estimation,  a  dependant  on,  or  India  company,  for  whose  use  the  said  extorts 
vassal  of,  the  East-India  company ;  and  was,  ed  money  had  been  demanded,  and  to  which  l^ 
and  is,  so  mnch  under  the  controul  of  the  go-  considerable  part  of  it  had  been  applied, 
vemour-general  and  council  of  Bengal,  that, 

in  the  opinion  of  all  the  native  powers,  the .  VI. — That  the  two  female  parents  of  tb« 

English  name  and  character  is  concerned  in  nabob  aforesaid  were  am(»)g  the  women  oi  the 

every  act  of  his  government.  greatest  rank,  fiunily ,  and  distinction,  in  Asia; 

and  were  left  by  the  deceased  nabob,  the  8<m 

n. — That  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  con-  of  the  one,  and  the  husband  of  the  other,  in 

trary  to  law,  and  to  his  duty,  and  in  disobedi-  charge  of  c«rtain  considerable  part  of  his  trtir> 
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■oref  I  in  raonej,  and  other  ralaable  moTRa-  Oode  near  a  place  called  Cfaonar,  and  pov* 

Mes,  aa  well  aa  certain  landed  estates,  called  sening  an  entire  and  absolute  command  orer 

jagiures,  in  order  to  the  support  of  their  own  the  said  prince,  did,  contrary  to  justice  and 

dignity,  and  the  honourable  maintenance  of  equity,  and  the  security  of  property,  as  well 

hif  women,  and  a  ntmierous  offspring  and  as  to  public  (aith,   and  the  sanction  of  the 

their  dependents ;  the  said  family  amounting,  company's  guarantee,  under  the  colour  of  a 

fin  the  whole,  to  two  thousand  persons,  who  treaty,  which  treaty  was  conducted  secretij, 

were,  by  the  said  nabob,  at  his  death,  recom-  without  a  writt^i  document  of  any  part  of  the 

nended  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  care  proceeding,  (except  the  pretended  treaty  it- 

and  protecticm  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  self,)  authorize  the  said  nabob  to  seize  upon, 

and  confiscate  to  his  own  profit,  the  landed 

VII. — That  on  the  demand  of  the  nabob  of  estates,  called  jaghires,  of  his  parents,  kin- 

Oode  on  his  parents  for  the  last  of  the  sums,  dred,  and  principal  nobility ;  only  stipulating 

which  completed  the  six  hundred  and  thirty  a  pension  to  the  nett  amount  of  the  rent  of 

tiiousand  pounds  aforesaid,  they,  the  said  pa-  the  said  lands  as  an  equivalent,  and  that  eqoi- 

rents,  did  positively  refuse  to  pay  any  part  Talent  to  such  only,  whose  lands  had  been 

of  the  same  to  their  son  for  the  use  of  the  com-  guarantied  to  them  by  the  company :  but  pro- 

pany,  until  he  should  agree  to  certain  terms  Tided  neither  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  nor 

to  be  stipulated   in  a  regular  treaty ;   and,  in  any  subsequent  act.  the  least  security  (or 

among  other  particulars,  to  secure  them  in  the  payment  of  the  said  pension  to  those  for 

the  remainder  of  their  possessions,  and  also  whom  such  pension  was  ostensibly  reserved ; 

on  no  account  or  pretence  to  make  any  fur-  and,  for  the  others,  not  so  much  as  a  show  of 

ther  demands  or  claims  on  them ;  and,  well  indemnity ; — to  the  extreme  scandal  of  the 

knowing  from  whence  all  his  claims  and  ex-  British    government,  which,  valuing    itself 

actions  had  arisen,  they  demanded  that  the  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property,  did  expressly 

taid  treaty,  or  family  compact,   should  be  authorize,  if  it  did  not  commajid,  an  attack 

guarantied  by  the  govemour-general  and  coun-  ppon  that  right,  unprecedented  in  the  despo- 

cil  of  Bengal ;  and  a  treaty  was  accordingly  tic  governments  of  India, 
agreed  to,  executed  by  the  nabob,  and  guaran- 
tied by  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  the  resident  at         IX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 

Dude,  under  the  authority,  and  with  the  ex-  order  to  cover  the  violent  and  unjust  proceed- 

press  consent  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a  claim  of  right  in 

and  the  council-general,  and,  in  consequence  the  same  nabob  to  all  the  possessions  of  his 

thereof,  the  sum  last  required  was  paid,  and  said  mother  and  grandmother,  as  belonging  to 

discharges  given  to  the  nabob  for  all  the  mo-  him  by  the  Mahomedan  law ;   and  this  pre- 

ney  which  he  had  borrowed  from  his  own  mo-  tended  claim  was  set  up  by  the  said  Warren 

ther,  and  the  mother  of  his  father.  Hastings,  after  the  nabob  had,  by  a  regular 

That  the  distresses  and  disorders  in  the  na-  treaty,    ratified  and   guarantied  by  the  said 

bob's  government,  and  his  debt  to  the  compa-  Hastings  as  govemour-general,  renounced  and 

By,  continuing  to  increase,  notwithstanding  released  all  demands  on  them.  And  this  false 

the  violent  methods  before  mentioned,  taken  pretence  of  a  legal  demand  was  taken  up  and 

to  augment  his  resources,  the  said  Warren  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren  Hastuigs, 

Hastings,  on  the  2l8t  May,  and  on  the  Slst  without  laying  the  said  question  on  record  be- 

July,  1781,  (he  and  Mr.  Wholer  being  the  fore  the  council-general,  or  giving  notice  to 

only  remaining  members  of  the  council-gene-  the  persons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  support 

ral,  and  he  haviiig  the  conclusive  and  casting  their  rights  before  any  of  the  principal  magis- 

voice,  and  thereby  being  in  effect  the  whole  trates  and  expounders  of  the  Mahomedan  law, 

council,)  did,  in  the  name  and  under  the  au-  or  taking  publicly  the  opinions  of  any  person 

thority  of  the  board,  resolve  on  a  journey  to  conversant  therein, 
the  upper  provinces,  in  order  to  a  personal 


„  .  -  —     Hastings „^  ^^  .^ 

of  the  laid  council,  in  direct  violation  of  the  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  before 

4X>npany*a  orders,  forbidding  such  delegation,  divers  persons,  and  particularly  before  Sk 

-wTtT      nil.       u        .1  Elijah  Impey,  knight,  his  majesty's  chief  jus- 

•VIH.— That  the  s&id  Warren  Hastings,  tice,  acting  extra^judicially,  and  not  within 

wrkig  by  his  appointment  met  the  nabob  of  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  several  panioii- 
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l^eueleM,  irrelevant,  and  irregalar  affida-  tion  of  the  jaghires  aforesaid  was  to  be  con- 
vjtiy  consisting  of  matter  not  fit  to  be  deposed  sidered  as  a  measure  from  the  English,  and  to 
OBoath ;  of  reports,  conjectures,  and  hearsays ;  be  intended  for  their  benefit ;  and  as  such,  that 
some  <^the  persons  swearing  to  the  said  hear-  the  execution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him  ;  and 
sajs,  having  declined  to  declare  from  whom  the  execution  thereof  was  accordingly  forced 
they  heard  the  accounts  at  second-hand  sworn  upon  him.     And  the  resident,  Middleton,  on 
to :  the  said  affidavits  in  general  tending  to  the  nabob's  refusal  to  act  in  contradiction  to 
scpport  the  calumnious  charge  of  the  said  to  his  sworn  engagement,  guarantied  by  the 
Warren  Hastings,  namely :  that  the  aged  wo-  East  India  company,  and  in  the  undutiful  and 
men  before  mentioned  had  formed,  or  engaged  unnatural  manner  required,  did  totally  super- 
in,  a  plan  for  the  deposition  of  their  son  and  sede  his  authority  in  his  own  dominions,  con- 
sovereign,  and  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  sidering  himself  as  empowered  so  to  act  by 
English  nation :  and  neither  the  said  charge  the  instructions  of  the  said  Hastings,  although 
against  persons  whose  dependence  was  prin-  he  had  reason  to  apprehend  a  general  insur- 
cipally,  if  not  wholly,  on  the  good  faith  of  this  rection  in  consequence  thereof,  and  that  he 
nation,  and  highly  afibcting  the  honour,  pro-  found   it  necessary  to   remove    his    family, 
perty,  and  even  lives,  of  women  of  the  highest  "  which  he  did  not  wish  to  retain  there  in  case 
condition  :  nor  the  affidavits  intended  to  sup-  of  a  rupture  with  the  nabob,  or  the  necessity 
port  the  same,  extra-judicially  taken  ex-pcartef  of  employing  the  British  forces  in  the  reduc- 
and  without  notice,  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah  tion  of  hxs  aumils  and  troops ;"    and  he  did 
Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  commu-  accordingly,  as  sovereign,  issue  his  own  edicts 
nicated  to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  and  warrants,  in  defiance  of  the  resistance  of 
for  them  ;  nor  were  they  called  upon  to  an-  the  nabob,  in  the  manner  described  in  the  let- 
swer,  nor  any  explanation  demanded  of  them,  ters  aforesaid,  in  a  letter  of  6th  December, 

1781,  that  is  to  say,  "Finding  the  nabob  too- 
XI. — That  the  article  affecting  private  pro-  vering  in  his  determination  about  the  reftump^ 
perty  secured  by  public  acts,  in  the  said  pre-  tion  ofthejaghires,!  this  day,  in  presence  of, 
tended  treaty,  contains  nothing  more  than  a  and  with  the  minister's  concurrence,  ordered 
general  permission,  given  by  the  said  Warren  the  necessary  perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the 
Hastings,  for  confiscating  such  jaghires,  or  several  aumils  for  that  purpose;  and  it  was 
landed  estates,  with  the  modifications  therein  my  firm  resolution  to  have  despatched  them 
contained,  "  as  he  [the  nabob]  may  find  ne-  this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  see  them 
cessary ;"  but  does  not  directly  point  at,  or  punctually  and  implicitly  carried  into  execu- 
express  by  name,  any  of  the  landed  posses-  tion ;  but  before  they  were  all  transcribed,  I 
sions  of  the  nabob's  mother.  But  soon  afler  received  a  message  from  the  nabob,  who  had 
the  signing  of  the  said  pretended  treaty  (that  been  informed  by  the  minister  of  the  resolu* 
is,  on  the  29th  November,  1781,)  it  did  ap-  tion  I  had  taken,  entreating  that  I  would  with? 
pear  that  a  principal  object  thereof  was  to  hold  the  perwannal^  until  to-morrow  morning, 
enable  the  nabob  to  seize  upon  the  estates  of  when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  m^ 
his  female  parents  aforesaid,  which  had  been  satisfaction  on  this  point.  As  the  loss  of  a 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  East  India  compa-  few  hours  in  the  despatch  of  the  perwannahs 
ny.  And  although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  appeared  of  little  moment,  and  as  it  is  possible 
treaty,  aforesaid,  nothing  more  is  purported  the  nabob,  seeing  that  the  business  will  <U  all 
than  to  give  a  simple  permission  to  the  nabob  events  be  done^  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  ovm, 
to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  the  estates,  leav-  IJiave  consented  to  indulge  him  in  his  request; 
ing  the  execution  or  non-execution  of  the  same  but  be  the  result  of  our  interview  whatever  it 
wholly  to  his  discretion,  yet  it  appears,  by  may,  nothing  shaUpreveTit  the  orders  being  it" 
several  letters  from  Nathaniel  Middleton,  sued  to-morrow,  either  by  him  or  myself,  wUh 
Esquire,  the  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  of  the  concurrence  of  the  ministers.  Your  plea- 
the  6th,  7th,  and  9th  of  December,  1781,  that  sure  respecting  the  begums  I  have  learnt  fron;i 
no  such  discretion,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty.  Sir  Elijah ;  and  the  measure  heretofore  pro- 
was  left,  or  intended  to  be  left  with  him  the  posed  will  soon  follow  the  resumption  of  th^ 
said  nabob ;  but  that  the  said  article  ought  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed  from  the  for^ 
practically  to  have  a  construction  of  a  directly  mer  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  complete 
contrary  tendency ;  that,  instead  of  consider-  liquidation  of  the  company's  balance.'*— And 
ing  the  article  as  originating  from  the  nabob,  also  in  another  letter  of  the  7th  December, 
aikl  containing  a  power  provided  in  his  favour,  1781 , — "  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  ye»- 
whidi  tie  did  not  pomess  before,  the  confisca-  terday,  informing  you  of  the  steps  I  had  taken 
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In  regtrd  to  the  resumption  of  tJu  jagfurea,  oo  the  mibject  of  reraming  the  jaghirei,  aad 
JTds  morning  the  vizier  came  to  me  according  the  step  I  had  taken  in  consequence.  Bit 
to  hi*  agreement  J  but  seemingly  without  any  excellency  appeared  to  be  very  much  hurt  mi 
intention  or  detire  to  yield  me  satisfaction  on  incensed  at  the  meaaure;  and  loudly  eon^tlam 
Ihe  subject  under  discussion ;  for,  afUr  a  great  of  tJie  treachery  of  hi*  minuter*  ;  ,fir*tj  in  gin- 
deal  of  conversation,  consisting,  on  his  part,  of  ing  you  any  hope*  that  9uch  a  meature  umld 
trifling  evasion  and  puerile  excuses  for  with-  be  adopted ;  and  secondly^  m  tJiehr  promising 
holding  his  assent  to  the  measure,  though  at  me  their  u>hole  support  m  carrying  it  through: 
the  tame  time  professing  the  most  implicit  sub-  but,  as  I  apprehend j  rather  than  nifftr  st  lo  op- 
aitnton  to  your  wishes,  J  found  myself  unthout  pear  that  the  point  had  been  carried  m  opptti^ 
any  other  resource  than  the  one  of  employing  tion  to  his  wUl,  he  at  length  yielded  to  a  fUMn- 
that  excliMve  authority  with  which  I  consider  nal  acquiescence,  and  has  this  daj  issued  his 
your  instructions  to  vest  me :  J  therefore  de-  own  perwannahs  to  that  effect ;  dedaringf 
dared  to  the  nobob,  in  presence  of  the  minister  however ^  at  the  same  time,  both  to  me  and  his 
and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  J  desired  might  bear  ministers,  that  it  is  an  act  (tf  compulsion.  I 
witness  of  the  conversation,  that  J  construed  hope  to  be  able  in  a  few  days,  in  ccmsequenoe 
his  rejection  of  the  measure  proposed,  as  a  of  this  measure,  to  transmit  you  an  account 
breach  of  his  solemn  promise  to  you,  and  an  of  the  actual  value  and  produce  of  the  ja^iires, 
unwillingness  to  yield  that  assistance  which  opposed  to  the  nominal  amount  at  which  thej 
was  evidently  in  his  power,  towards  liquidating  stand  rated  on  the  books  of  the  sircar." 
■his  heavy  accumiUating  debt  to  the  company  ; 

and  that  I  must  in  consequence  determine,  in         XII. — That  the  said  Warren   Hastings, 

my  own  justification,  to  issue  immediately  the  instead  of  expressing  any  disapprobation  of 

perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  in  violation  of  the 

the  sanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  rights  secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother  and 

upon  to  make  that  his  own  act,  which  nothing  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince  of  Oode, 

but  the  most  urgent  necessity  could  force  me  and  not  less  in  violaticm  of  the  sovereign 

to  make  mine. — He  left  me  without  any  reply,  rights  of  the  nabob  himself,  did,  by  frequent 

but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  au-  messages,  stimulate  the  said  Middleton  to  a 

thorized  him  to  give  me  hopes,  that  my  requi-  perseverance  in,  and  to  a  rigorous  ezecotiaa 

sition  would  be  complied  with ;   on  which  I  of  the  same ;  and,  in  his  letter  from  Benares 

expressed  my  satisfaction,  but  declared,  that  I  of  the  25th  December,  1781,  did  "express 

could  admit  of  no  further  delays  ;  and  unless  doubts  of  his  firmness  and  activi^,  and,  above 

I  received  his  excellency's  formal  acquiescence  all,  of  his  recollection  of  his  instructions,  and 

before  the  evening,  I  should  then  most  assur-  their  importance ;  and  that,  if  he  could  not  re* 

edly  issue  my  perwannahs ;  which  /  have  ac-  ly  on  his  own  [power]  and  the  means  he  pos- 

eordingly  done,  not  having  had  any  assurances  sessed  for  performing  those  sorices,  he  would 

from  his  excellency,  that  could  justify  a  fur-  free  him  [the  said  Middleton]  from  the  eharg* 

ther  suspension.     I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  es,  and  would  proceed  hinudf  to  LucknoWi 

inform  you  of  the  effects  of  the  perwannahs,  and  would,  himself ^  undertake  them." 
which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it 

will  be  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  milita-  XIII. — That  very  doubtful  credit  is  to  be 
ry  aid,  I  am  not,  however,  entirely  without  given  to  any  letters  written  by  the  said  Mid- 
hopes  that  the  nabob,  when  he  sees  the  ineffica-  dleton  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when 
ey  of  further  opposition,  may  alter  his  conduct,  they  answer  the  purposes  which  the  said 
and  prevent  the  confusion  and  disagreeable  Warren  Hastings  had  evidently  in  view,  ths 
cons&juences,  which  would  be  too  likely  to  re-  said  Middleton  having  written  to  him  in  ths 
tultfrom  the  prosecution  of  a  measure  qfsuch  following  manner,  from  Lucknow,  SOth  De* 
importance  without  his  concurrence.  cember,  1781 : 

His  excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad, 
for  the  purpose  heretofore  mentioned,  in  three         XIV. — "  Mr  dear  sir,— I  have  this  day 

pT  four  days  :  /  wish  he  may  be  serious  in  his  answered  your  public  letter  in  the  fynn  yem 

intentionf  and  yon  may  rest  assured,  /  sfuUl  seem  to  expect.    I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  it 

apare  no  pain*  to  keep  him  to  it." And  fur-  that  may  appear  to  you  too  pointed.     Jtfyoii 

ther,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  December,  1781 —  wish  the  matter  to  be  otherwise  underatood  than 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  7th  /  have  taken  up  and  stated  it,  I  need  not  my  I 

instant,  informing  you  of  the  conversation  shall  be  ready  to  conform  to  whatever  yon  may 

which  had  passed  between  the  nabob  and  me,  prescribe,  and  to  take  ifpon  n^o^  mi^    ' 
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lame  of  the  (hitherto)  nonperformance  which  the  seizing  of  the  treasures  was  pro- 

"ipukUionemadeonbehalf  of  the  nabob,  posed,  was  also  directed;  not  one  only,  but 

til  do  assure  you,  I  myself  represented  both  sides  of  the  alternative  being  enforced 

xcellency  and  the  ministers,  conceiving  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  aforesaid 

your  desire,  that  the  appareni  aseump'  although  both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been 

the  reins  of  hie  government  (for  in  that  secured  to  them  by  a  treaty  with  the  East  In- 

)  undoubtedly  considered  it  at  the  first  dia  company. 
IS  specified  in  the  agreement  executed 
,  was  not  meant  to  be/u%  cmd  Uterathf        *  XVIII. — That  Sir  E  lijah  Impey,  knight, 

d,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  should  ^|^  majesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  William, 
methmg  to  show  on  your  side^  as  the  <]i<iundertakeajourney  of  nine  hundred  miles, 
gr  were  deprived  of  a  benq^  without  a  ^''o™  Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence  of 
!;  and  upon  the  faith  of  this  assurance  ^^^dth  and  pleasure ;  but  was  in  reality  in  the 

!  believe  I  may  safely  affirm  his  excel-  secret  of  these  and  other  irregular  transac- 
objecti(His  to  signing  the  treaty  were  tions,  and  employed  as  a  channel  of  confiden- 
ip.  If  I  have  understood  the  matter  *^^^  communication  therein.  And  the  said 
or  misconceived  your  design,  I  am  tru-  Warren  Hastings,  by  presuming  to  employ  the 
f  fiv  it ;  however^  it  is  not  too  late  to  ^^^^  chief  justice,  a  person  particularly  unfit  for 
he  errour ;  and  I  am  ready  to  under-  ^°  ^^iit,  in  the  transaction  of  afikirs,  primcL 
k{,  God  willing,  to  carry  through,  focie  at  least  unjust,  violent,  and  oppressive, 
r  you  may,  on  the  receipt  of  my  public  contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  sentiments 
'Ume  is  your  final  resolve,"  ^^  l&w  of  nature,  and  which  he  the  said  Has- 

tings was  sensible  "  could  not  fail  to  draw  ob- 
— That  it  appears,  but  on  his,  the  said  ^^^7  on  himself  by  his  participation,"  did 
oil's  sole  authority,  in  a  letter  from  disgrace  the  king's  commission,  and  render 
Middleton,  dated  Lucknow,  2d  De-  o<iious  to  the  natives  of  Hindoston  the  justice 
1781,  that  the  nabob  of  Oude,  wishing  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
the  measure  of  resuming  the  jaghires 

1,  did  send  a  message  to  him,  purport-  XIX. — That  although  the  said  Warren 
mt  if  the  measure  proposed  was  in-  Hastings  was,  from  the  beginning,  duly  in- 
9  procure  the  payment  of  the  balance  formed  of  the  violence  ofier«l  to  the  personal 
»  company,  he  could  better  and  more  inclinations  of  the  nabob,  and  the  "  apparent 
Mwly  effect  that  object,  by  taking  from  assumption  of  the  reins  of  his  government," 
ler  the  treasures  of  his  father,  which  ^or  the  purposes  aforesaid,  yet,  more  than  two 
iMrt  to  be  in  her  hands,  and  to  which  years  ailer,  he  did  write  to  his  private  agent, 
lima  right :  and  that  it  would  besuf-  Major  Palmer,  that  is  to  say,  in  his  letter  of 
at  he,  the  said  Hastings,  would  hint  the  6th  of  May,  1783,  **  that  it  has  been  a  mat- 
m  upon  it,  vjithout  giving  a  formal  t®»"  of  equal  surprize  and  concern  to  him,  to 
to  the  measure  proposed ;  and  that  ^®*"*  from  the  letters  of  the  resident,  that  the 
r  his   resolution  upon    the   subject     nabob  vizier  was  with  diflSculty,  and  almost 

e,  it  would  be  expedient  to  keep  it     unconquerable  reluctance,  induced  to  give  his 
adding,  "  the  resumption  of  the  jag-     consent  to  the  attachment  of  the  treasure  de- 
it  necessary  to  suspend  till  I  have     posited  by  his  father,  under  the  charge  of  the 
HWr  to  this  letter"  begum  his  mother,  and  to  the  resumption  of 

her  jaghire,  and  the  other  jaghires  of  the  indi- 

— That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  yiduals  of  his  family ;"   which  pretence  of 

thigs  did  write  any  letter  in  answer  to  ignorance  of  the  nabob's  inclinations  is  ficti- 

(•alofthe  said  Middleton,  but  he,  the  tious  and  groundless.     But  whatever  decep- 

itings  did  communicate  his  pleasure  ^^on  he  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  th© 

»  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  being  then  at  original  intention  of  the  nabob,  he  was  not, 

r,  lor  his,  the  said  Middleton's  infer-  nor  did  he  pretend  to  be,  ignorant  of  his,  the 

and  it  does  appear,  that  the  seizing  nabob's  reluctance  to  proceed  in  the  said  me»- 

iMores  of  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  snres  ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of  the  na- 

K9B  been  proposed  as  an  alternative  hob's  reluctance  to  their  full  execution,  and  yet 

id  nabob,  to  prevent  the  resumption  d>d  justify  the  same  as  follows : 

^rea,  waa  determined  upon  and  or-        XX.— "  I  desire  that  you  will  infiirm  him 

me  aaid  Hastings ;  and  the  resump- 

m  and  jagfaires,  for  the  nmaomof  eSeeOrtg; 
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(the  nabob)  that  in  these  and  the  other  roea-  the  treaty,  as  it  was  before;  the  declared  in- 
sures, which  were  either  proposed  by  him,  or  tent  of  the  article  being  only  to  remove  dit 
received  his  concurrence  in  the  agreement  restraint  of  the  company's  guarantee  fcnrbid- 
passed  between  us  at  Chunar,  I  neither  had,  ding  sucli  resumption,  but  furnishing  nothing 
nor  could  have  any  object  but  his  relief  and  which  could  authorize  putting  that  resumption 
the  strengthening  of  his  connection  with  the  into  the  hands  and  power  of  the  company,  to 
company  ;  and  that  I  should  not,  on  any  other  be  enforced  at  their  discretion.  And  with  re- 
ground,  have  exposed  myself  to  the  personal  gard  to  the  other  part  of  the  spoil  made  by 
obloquy,  which  they  could  not  fail  to  draw  up'  order  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  by  him,  in  the 
on  me  by  my  participation  in  them,  but  left  letter  aforesaid,  stated  to  be  made  equally 
him  to  regulate,  by  his  own  discretion,  and  by  against  the  will  of  the  nabob,  namely,  that 
his  own  means,  the  economy  of  his  own  finan-  which  was  committed  on  the  personal  and 
ces,  and,  with  much  more  cause,  the  assertion  moveable  pro-  erty  of  the  female  parents  of 
qf  his  domestic  right.  In  these,  he  had  no  the  nabob,  noising  whatsoever  in  relation  to 
regular  claim  to  my  interference ;  nor  had  I,  in  the  same  is  stipulated  in  the  said  pretended 
my  public  character,  any  claim  upon  him,  but  treaty, 
lor  the  payment  of  the  debt  then  due  from  him 

to  the  company,  although  I  was  under  the  XXII. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  assert- 
strongest  obligations  to  require  it  for  the  relief  ing  that  he  was  bound  to  the  acts  aforesaid  by 
of  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  aflTairs.—  public  duty,  and  even  by  national  faith,  in  the 
He  will  well  remember  the  manner  in  which,  very  instance  in  which  that  national  faith  was 
at  a  visit  to  him,  in  his  own  tent,  I  declared  by  him  grossly  violated';  and  in  justifying 
my  acquiescence  freely  and  without  hesitation  himself,  by  alleging  that  he  was  bound  to  the 
to  each  proposition,  which  afterwards  form  the  complete  execution  by  a  responsibility  to  the 
substance  of  a  written  agreement,  as  he  seve-  company,  which  he  immediately  served ;  and 
rally  made  them ;  and  he  can  want  no  other  by  asserting,  that  these  violent  and  rapacious 
evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  con-  proceedings,  subjecting  all  persons  concerned 
senty  nor  for  the  requests  which  I  added  as  in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be  the  means  ci 
the  means  of  fulfilling  his  purposes  in  them,  strengthening  the  connection  of  the  nabob 
Had  he  not  made  these  measures  his  own  op-  with  the  British  united  company  of  merdiants 
tion,  I  should  not  have  proposed  them ;  hut  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  did  disgrace  the 
having  once  adopted  them,  and  made  them  the  authority  under  which  he  immediately  acted. 
conditions  of  a  formal  and  sacred  agreement,  I  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justifying  his 
had  no  longer  an  option  to  dispense  with  them^  obligations  to  the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility 
but  was  bound  to  the  complete  performance  to  the  kingj  namely,  to  the  king  of  Grwt 
and  execution  ofthem^  as  points  of  public  du-  Britain,  did  endeavour  to  throw  upon  his  ma- 
ty  and  of  national  faith,  for  which  I  was  re-  jesty,  his  lawful  sovereign  (whose  name  and 
sponsible  to  my  king  and  the  company,  my  character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and  to 
immediate  superiours ;  and  this  was  the  reason  preserve  in  estimation  with  all  persons,  and 
for  my  insisting  on  their  performance  and  ex'  particularly  with  the  sovereign  princes,  the 
ecution,  when  I  was  told  that  the  nabob  himself  allies  of  his  government)  the  disgrace  and 
had  relaxed  from  his  original  purpose  and  ex-  odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  which  a  sove- 
pressed  a  reluctance  to  proceed  in  it."  reign  prince  was  by  him,  the  said  Hastings, 

made  an  instrument  of  perfidy,  wrong,  imd 

XXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  outrage  to  two  mothers  and  wives  of  sove- 

does  admit,  that  the  nabob  had,  originally,  no  reign  princes ;  and  in  which  he  did  exhibit  to 

regular  claim  upon  him  for  his  interference,  or  all  Asia  (a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmost 

he  any  claim  on  the  nabob,  which  might  en-  devotion  to  parental  authority)  the  spectacle 

title  him  to  interfere  in  the  nabob's  domestic  of  a  christian  governor,  representing  a  chris* 

concerns  ;  yet,  in  order  to  justify  his  so  invi-  tian  sovereign,  compelling  a  son  to  becoos 

dious  an  interference,  he  did,  in  the   letter  the  instrument  of  such  violence  and  extortion 

aforesaid,  give  a  false  account  of  the  said  against  his  own  mother, 

treaty,  which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  no-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  repeat* 

thmg  more  than  give  a  permission  to  the  nabob  ed  messages  and  injunctions,  and  under  meat" 

to  resume  the  jaghires,  if  HE  should  judge  ces  of"  a  dreadful  responsibility,"  did  urge  tin 

the  same  to  be  necessary;   and  did  therefore  resident  to  a  completion  of  this  barbarous  act; 

leave  the  right  of  dispensing  with  the  whole,  or  and  well   knowing  that  such  an  act  woaH 

any  part  thereof,  as  much  m  his  option  after  probably  be  resisted,  did  order  him»  tie  nil 
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resident,  to  use  the  British  troops  under  his  You  will  allow  them  to  hare  any  necessary 

direction  for  that  purpose ;    and  did  offer  the  and  convenience,    which  may  be  consistent 

assistance  of  further  forces,  urging  the  exe-  with  a  strict  guard  over  them." 
cution   in   the  following   peremptory  terms: 

"You  yourself  must  be  personally  present;         XXVI. — That  in  consequence   of  these 

you  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbear-  severities  upon  herself,  and  on  those  whom  she 

ance,  but  must  prosecute  both  services,  until  most  regarded  and  trusted,  the  mother  of  the 

the  begums  (princesses)  are  at  the  entire  mer-  said  nabob  did  at  length  consent  to  the  deliver- 

cy  oi  the  nabob,"  ing  up  of  her  treasures,  and  the  same  were 

paid  to  the  resident,  to  the  amount  of  the  bond 

XXIII. — That  in  conformity  to  the  said  given  by  the  nabob  to  the  company  for  his 

peremptory  orders,  a  party  of  British  and  balance  of  the  year  1779-80,   and  the  said 

other  troops,  with  the  nabob  in  the  ostensible,  treasure  "  was  taken  from  the  most  secret  re- 

and  the  British  resident  in  the  real  command,  cesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  eunuchs.*' 
were  drawn  towards  the  city  of  FyzabEul,  in 

the  castle  of  which  the  mother  and  grandmo-         XX VII. — That  the  nabob  continuing  still 

tber  of  the  nabob  had  their  residence  ;  and  af*  under  the  pressure  of  a  further  pretended  debt 

ter  expending  two  days  in  negotiation  (the  to  the  company,  for  his  balance  of  the  year 

particulars  of  which  do  not  appear)  the  resi-  1780-81,  the  resident,  not  satisfied  with  the 

dent  not  receiving  the  satisfaction  he  looked  seizure  of  the  estates  and  treasures  of  his 

for,  the  town  was  first  stormed,  and  aflerwards  j^rents  aforesaid,  although  he,  the  said  resi- 

the  castle  ;    and  little  or  no  resistance  beings  dent  did  confess  that  the  princess  mother  "  had 

made,  and  no  blood  being  shed  on  either  side,  declared,  with  apparent  truth,  that -she  had  de- 

the  British  troops  occupied  all  the  outer  in-  livered  up  the  whole  of  the  property  in  her 

closure  of  the  palace  of  one  of  the  princesses,  hands^  excepting  goods,  which,  from  the  ex- 

and  blocked  up  the  other.  perience  which  he,  the  resident,  had  of  the 

smcUl  produce  of  the  sales  of  a  former  payment 

XXIV. — That  this  violent  assault  and  for-  made  by  her  in  that  mode,  he  did  refuse,  and 

cible  occupation  of  their  houses,  and  the  fur-  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  certainly  would  have 

ther  extremities  they  had  to  apprehend,  did  not  amounted  to  little  or  nothing  ;"  did  proceed  to 

prevail  on  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  to  extort  another  great  sum  of  money,  that  is  to 

consent  to  any  submission,  until  the  resident  say,  the  sum  of  120,000^  sterling,  on  account 

sent  in  unto  them  a  letter  from  the  said  War-  of  the  last  pretended  balance  aforesaid.     In 

ren  Hastings  (no  copy  of  which  appears)  de-  order,  therefore,  to  compel  the  said  ministers 

daringhimself  no  longer  bound  by  the  guaran-  and  treasurers  either  to  distress  their  princi* 

tec,  aiid  containing  such  other  matter  as  tend-  pals  by  extorting  whatever  valuable  substance 

fld  to  remove  all  their  hopes,  which  seemed  to  might,  by  any  posibility,  remain  concealed, 

be  centered  in  British  faith.  or  to  furnish  the  said  sum  from  their  own  es- 
tates, or  from  their  credit  with  their  friends, 

XXV.— That  tho  chief  officers  of  their  he,  the  resident,  did  order  their  imprisonment 

household,  who  were  their  treasurers  and  con-  to  be  aggravated  with  circumstances  of  great 

fidential  agents,  the  eunuchs  Jewar  Ali  Kh^n  cruelty,  giving  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Francis 

and  Behar  Ali  Kdhn,  persons  of  great  emi-  Rutledge,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  in  the 

nence,  rank,  and  distinction,  who  had  been  in  following  words  : 
high  trust  and  favour  with  the  late  nabob,  were 

ignominiously  put  into  confinement  under  an         XXVIII. — "  Sir, — ^When  this  note  is  de- 

inferiour  officer,  in  order  to  extort  the  dis-  livered  to  you  by  Hoolas  Roy,  I  have  to  de« 

oovery  erf"  the  treasures  and  effects  committed  sire  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  be  put 

to  their  care  and  fidelity.     And  the  said  Mid-  in  irons,  keeping  them  from  all  food,  ^c.  agreem 

HeUrn  did  soon  after,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  able  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday, 
Itth  of  January,  1782,  deliver  them  over  for         (Signed)        "  Nathl.  Middletow." 
tiie  same  purpose  into  the  custody  of  Captain 

Neal  Stuart,  commanding  the  8th  regiment,         XXIX. — That  by  the  said   unjust  and 

by  his  order  given  in  the  following  words :  rigorous  proceeding,  the  said  eunuchs  wore 

*<  to  be  kept  in  close  and  secure  coc^nement,  compelled  to  give  their  engagement  for  the 

admitting  of  no  intercourse  with  them,  except-  payment  of  120,000Z.  sterling  aforesaid,  to  be 

|H£  by  their  four  menial  servants,  who  are  au-  completed  within  the  period  of  one  month ; 

fluyi^iU  to  attend  them  until  further  orders,  but  after  they  had  entered  into  the  said  conw 
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pulflory  engagemmt,  they  were  still  kept  in  on  the  said  extorted  bond,  no  more  than  aboit 

close  imprisonment,  and  the  mother  and  grand-  25,000/.  according  to  the  statement  of  t&i 

mother  of  the  nabob  were  themselves  held  un-  eunuchs,  and  not  above  fifty  thousand  acood-  j 

der  a  strict  guard ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  ing  to  that  made  by  the  resident, 
the  confiscated  estates  were  actually  in  the 

company's  possession,  and  found  to  exceed  the         XXXIII. — That  in  this  advanced  state 
amount  of  what  they  were  rated  at  in  the  gene-  of  the  delivery  of  the  extorted  treasure,  the 
ral  list  of  confiscated  estates;  and  although  ministers  of  the.  women  aforesaid  of  the  reign* 
the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  did  confess  ing  family  did  apply  to    Captain  Leomird 
*♦  that  the  object  of  distressing  the  bhow  be-  Jaques,  under  whose  custody  they  were  coo- 
gum  was  merely  to  obtain  a  ready  money  in-  fined,  to  be  informed  of  the  deficiency  with 
stead  of  a  dilaiory  pm/ment,  and  that  this  which  they  stood  charged,  that  they  might  en- 
ready  money  payment,  if  not  paid,  was  re-  deavour,  with  the  assistance  of  their  ^enU, 
coverable  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  upon  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  praying  that  tlray 
the  jaghires  in  his  possession  ;  and  that  there-  might,  through  his  mediation,  be  freed  from 
fore  it  was  not  worth  proceeding  to  any  ex-  the  hardships  they  suffered  under  their  cod- 
tremities  beyond  the  one  described,  (namely,  finement ;  to  which  application  they  received 
the  confinement  of  the  princesses,  and  the  im-  an  insolent  answer  from  the  said  Ridiard 
prisonment  and  fettering  of  their  ministers)  Johnson,  dated  February  27th,  1782,  decbur- 
upon  so  respectable  a  family."  ing,  that  part  of  what  he  had  received  in  pay- 
ment was  in  jewels  and  bullion;   and  tlait 
XXX. — That  after  the  surrender  of  the  more  than  a  month,  the  time  fixed  for  the  final 
treasure,  and  the  passing  the  bonds  and  obli-  payment,  would  elapse  before  he  could  dispow 
^tions  given  as  aibresaid,  the  resident  having  of  the  same  ;  insisting  upon  a  ready  money 
been  strictly  ordered  by  the  said  Warren  Has-  payment,  and  assuring  them,  "  that  the  day 
tings  not  to  make  any  settlement  whatsoever  on  which  their  agreement  expired,  he  should 
with  the  said  women  of  high  rank,  the  nabob  be  indispensably  obliged  to  recommence  sev»> 
was  induced  to  leave  the  city  of  Fyzabad  with-  rities  upon  them,  until  the  last  farthing  wai 
out  taking  leave  of  his  mother,  or  showing  her  fully  paid.'*    And  in  order  to  add  to  their  tef> 
any  mark  of  duty  or  civility.    And  on  the  rours  and  hardships,  as  well  as  to  find  sonw 
same  day  the  resident  left  the  city  aforesaid ;  pretext  for  the  further  cruel  and  inhuman  acU 
and  after  his  return  to  Lucknow,  in  order  to  intended,  an  apparently  groundless  and  injurh 
pacify  the  said  Hastings,  who  appeared  to  re-  ous  charge  was  suggested  to  the  imprisonei 
sent  that  the  nabob  was  not  urged  to  greater  ministers  aforesaid,  in  the  following  words  :-!• 
degrees  of  rigour  than  those  hitherto  used  *^  You  may  also  mention  to  them,  that  I  haft 
towards  his  mother,  he  the  said  resident  did,  reason  to  mspeel  that  the  commotions  raisei 
in  his  letter  of  the  6th  February,  give  him  an  by  Bulbudder  have  not  been  without  their 
assurance  in  the  following  words : — *'  I  shall,  suggestions  and  abetment^  which,  if  proved 
as  you  direct,  use  my  influence  to  dissuade  his  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  y>ro6a6&  breacb  | 
excellency  from  concluding  any  settlement  un-  of  their  agreement,  will  make  their  situatkB  1 
til  I  have  your  further  commands."  very  desperate."  I 


XXXI.— That  the  payment  of  the  bond        XXXIV.— That  on  the  receipt  of  the  8ai(l 

last  extorted  from  the  eunuchs  was  soon  after  letter,  that  is,  on  the  2d  March,  the  ministflif 

commenced,  and  the  grandmother,  as  well  as  aforesaid  did  aver,  that  they  were  not  able  t* 

the  mother,  were  now  compelled  to  deliver  obtain  cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and  other  e^ 

what  they  declared  was  the  extent  of  the  whole  fects  ;  but  that  if  the  goods  were  sold,  and. 

of  both  their  possessions,  including  down  to  they  released  from  their  confinement,  andpei^; 

their  table  utensils ;  which,  as  the  resident  euI-  mitted  (as  they  have  before  requested)  to  ga. 

mitted,  **  they  had  been,  and  were  still  de-  abroad  among  their  friends,  they  couki  soot. 

livering,  and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been  ob-  make  good  the  deficiency ;  ajid  they  did  ahwNi 

tained  of  their  having  more."  lutely  deny  "that  they  had  any  hand  in  thi 

commotions  raised  by  Bulbudder,  or  any  Viffj 

XXXII. — That  bullion,  jewels,  andgoods,  of  correspondence  with  him  or  his  adherea^a^ 
to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 

and  upwards,  were  actually  received  by  the         XXXV. — That  the  prisoners  aforesaii 

resident  for  the  use  of  the  company,  before  the  did  shortly  after,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  1^1 

23d  of  February,  1782 ;  and  there  remained,  March,  a  third  time  renew  their  appticatiQali^ 
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el  Middletoo,  Esquire,  the  resident,  first  officer  in  the  company's  service,  who  has 

request  that  the  jewels  remaining  in  suffered  in  his  property  by  an  independent 

Eiid  resident's  hands,  towards  the  pay-  conmiand.'' 

the  balance  remaining,  "might  be 

by  four   or  five  eminent  merchants,  XXXVII.— That,  in  about  two  months 

nen  and  Hind(is,  upon  oath,"  and  that  afler  the  said  prisoners  had  continued  in  irons 

!dance  should  afterwards  appear,  they  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  officer  on  guard, 

pon  their  release  get  their  friends  to  in  a  letter  of  the  18th  May,  did  represent  to 

the  same  :  and  they  did  again  repre-  the  resident  as  follows  : — ^^  The  prisoners, 

hardship  of  their  imprisonment,  and  Baher  and  Jewar  Ally  EMn,  who  seem  to  be 

relief;  and  did  again  assert  that  the  very  sickly,  have  requested  their  irons  might 

ions  thrown  upon  them  by  the  said  be  taken  off  for  a  few  days,  that  they  might 

1  Johnson  were  false  and  groundless ;  take  medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of 

bey  had  no  kind  of  intercourse,  either  the  place  where  they  are  confined.     Now,  as 

or  indirectly,  with  the  authors  of  the  I  am  sure  they  will  be  equally  (U  secure  with^ 

ioos  alluded  to,  and  that  they  did  stake  out  tfieir  trons  as  with  thenij  1  think  it  my  duty 

res  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereof  be-  to  inform  you  of  this  request  :   I  desire  to 

jght."  know    your    pleasure    concerning  it."    To 

which  letter  the  said  officer  did  leceive  a  di- 
XVI. — That,  instead  of  their  receiv-  rect  refusal,  dated  224  May,  1782,  in  the  fol- 
answer  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  reason-  lowing  words  : — I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my 
opositions,  concerning  either  the  ac-  power  to  comply  with  your  proposal  of  eafting 
tatad,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  of  their  fetters. 
rdief  firom  the  hardships  they  suffered.  Much  as  my  humanity  may  be  touched  by 
resident  Middleton,  did,  on  the  18lh  of  their  sufferings,  I  should  think  it  inexpedient 
[  numth,  give  to  the  officer,  who  had  to  afford  them  any  alleviation,  while  they  per- 
iled in  favour  of  the  said  prisoners,  an  sist  in  a  breach  of  their  contract  with  me  ;  and 
a  which  he  declared  himself  <'  under  the  indeed  no  indulgence  can  be  shown  them  with- 
eable  necessity  of  recurring  to  severi-  out  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  who,  instead  of 
enlbrce  the  said  payment ;  and  that  consenting  to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their 
therdbre  to  desire  that  you  immediate-  situation,  would  be  most  willing  to  multiply 
le  them  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  keep  them.*'  Endeavouring  to  join  the  nabob, 
9  until  I  shall  arrive  at  Fyzabad  to  whom  he  well  knew  to  be  reluctant  in  the 
rtber  measures  as  may  be  necessary."  whole  proceeding,  as  a  party  in  the  cruelties, 
Older  being  received  at  Fyzabad  the  by  which,  through  the  medium  of  her  servants, 
9r  it  was  given,  the  said  eunuchs  were  it  was  intended  to  coerce  his  mother. 
d  time  thrown  into  irons.    And  it  ap« 

that  (probably  in  resentment  for  the  XXXVIII. — That  the  said  resident,  in  a 
I  r^resentations  of  the  said  Captain  few  days  afler,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  1st  June, 
)  the  resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the  1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  in  command 
and  other  contingent  charges  of  the  im-  at  Fjrzabad,  did  order  the  account,  as  by  him- 
tkott  of  the  said  ministers  of  the  nabob's  self  stated,  to  be  read  to  the  prisoners ;  and, 
,  when  at  the  same  time  very  liberal  without  taking  any  notice  of  their  proposal 
(ODt  allowances  were  made  to  other  concerning  the  valuation  of  the  effects,  or  their 
;  and  the  said  Jaques  did  strongly  re-  denial  of  the  offences  imputed  to  them,  to  de- 
ate  against  the  same  as  follows : —  mand  a  positive  answer  relative  to  the  pay- 
lave  also  ordered  me  to  put  the  prison-  ment ;  and,  "  upon  receiving  from  them  a 
irons— this  I  have  done,  yet  as  I  have  negative  or  unsatisfactory  reply,  to  inform 
ioMtf  to  purchase  fetters,  or  supply  them  them  that,  all  further  negotiation  being  at  an 
Imt  way,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  you  end,  they  must  prepare  for  their  removal  to 
ocder  me  to  be  reimbursed.  And  why  Lucknow,  where  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
I  add  any  thing  more  ?  A  late  com-  answer  not  only  their  recent  breach  of  faith 
r  at  this  place,  I  am  told,  draws  near  as  and  solemn  engagement,  but  also  to  atone  for 
dMmaands  monthly  contingencies,  as  my  other  heavy  offences ;  the  punbhment  of  which, 
;  latter  for  hundreds.     However,  if  you  as  had  frequently  been  signified  to  them,  it  was 

rt  my  bill  paid,  be  so  obliging  as  to  in  their  power  to  have  mitigated  by  a  proper 

and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  de-  acquittal  of  themselves  in  this  transaction.** 

;  to  tho  world,  that,  I  believe  I  am  the  By  which  insinuations  concerning  the  pretend* 
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ed  offences  of  the  said  unhappy  parsons,  and 

the  manner  by  which  they  were  to  atone  for 
the  same,  and  by  their  never  having  been  spe- 
cifically and  directly  made,  it  doth  appear,  diat 
the  said  crimes  and  offences  were  charged  tor 
the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  and  not  upon 
principles,  or  for  the  ends  of  justice. 

XXXIX. — That  after  some  ineffectual 
negotiations  to  make  the  prisoners  pay  the 
money  which  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
in  their  power  to  pay,  they  were  again  threat- 
ened by  the  resident,  in   a   letter  to  Majcnr 
Gilpin,  dated  9th  June,  1782,  in  the  following 
terms  : — •*  I  wish  you  to  explain  once  more  to 
the  prisoners  the  imprudence  and  folly  of  their 
conduct  in  forcing  me  to  a  measure,  which 
must  be  attended  with  consequences  so  very 
serious  to  them ;  and  that,  when  once  they  are 
removed  to  Lucknow,  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to  show  them  mercy,  or  to  stand  be- 
tween them  and  the  vengeance  of  the  nabob. 
Advise  them  to  reflect  seriously  upon  the  un- 
happy situation  in  which  they  will  be  involved 
in  one  case,  and  the  relief  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  procure  them  in  the  other ;  and  let 
them  make  their  option." 

XL. — That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also, 
at  the  same  time,  receive  a  letter  from  the 
princess  mother,  which  letter  does  not  appear, 
but  to  which  only  the  following  insolent  re- 
turn was  made ;  that  is  to  say,  ^'  the  letter 
from  the  bhow  begum  is  no  ways  satisfactory, 
and  I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer  to 
it.  Indeed  all  correspondence  between  the 
begum  and  me  has  long  been  stopped ;  and  I 
request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her,  that 
I  by  no  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  main- 
tain any  friendly  intercourse  with  her,  until 
she  has  made  good  my  claim  upon  her  for  the 
balance  due." 

XLI. — That  in  consequence  of  these 
threats,  and  to  prevent  a  separation  of  the 
ministers  fi'om  their  mistresses,  several  plans 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  were  offered, 
both  by  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  and  the 
prisoners,  to  which  no  other  objection  appears 
to  have  been  made,  than  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired by  the  parties  to  discharge  the  com- 
paratively small  remainder  of  the  extorted 
bond  ;  the  officer  on  command  declaring  that, 
conformable  to  his  instructions,  he.  could  not 
receive  the  same. 

XLII. — That  the  prisoners  were  actually 
removed  from  the  city  of  their  residence  to  the 


city  of  Lucknow,  where  tlwy  wriTed  ob  lb  i 

24th  of  June,  1782,  and  were,  on  the  next  diy, 
tlireatened  with  severities,    *^  to  make  than 
discover  where  the  balance  might  be  procura- 
ble.''    And  on  the  28th,  it  should  seem,  that 
the  severities  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  were 
inflicted,  at  least  upon  one  or  them ;  for  tiw 
assistant  resident,  Johnson,  did,  on  that  daj, 
write  to  Captain  Waugh,  the  officer  com- 
manding the  guard,  the  letter  following,  foil 
of  disgrace  to  the  honour,  justice,  and  bumao* 
ity  of  the  British  nation. 

XLIII.— "  Sir,— The  nabob  having  deter- 
mined  to  inflict  corporal  puniahment  vpm  Ae 
prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  is  to  deeire, 
that  his  officers,  when  they  shall  come,  vaj 
have  free  access  to  the  prisoners,  BoAbtpff- 
miUed  to  do  with  them  as  they  shall  see  proper, 
only  taking  care,  that  they  leave  than  alwajB 
under  your  charge." 

XLIV.— That  the  said  Richaid  JohuKn 
did,  further  to  terrify  the  prisoners,  and  to  ei- 
tort  by  all  ways  the  remainder  of  the  said  no- 
just,  oppressive,  and  rapacious  demand,  tfareal* 
en  to  remove  them  out  of  the  nabob's  domin- 
ions into  the  castle  of  Chumagur,  in  order  for 
ever  to  separate  them  fh>m  their  principals) 
and  deprive  both  of  their  reciprocal  protectioo ! 
and  services,  and  did  order  a  furtho-  guard  to  I 
be  put  on  the  palace  of  the  grandmother  <^tlii 
nabob,  an  ally  of  the  company,  and  to  preveat 
the  entrance  of  provisions  to  her,  (whidi  order  I 
relative  to  the  guard  only  was  executed)  ao^j 
did  use  sundry  unworthy  and  insulting 
ces,  both  with  regard  to  herself  and  to  ber| 
principal  ministers. 

XLV. — That  a  proposal  was  soon  afttfl 
made  by  the  said  princess  and  her  dao^l 
in-law,  praying  that  their  ministers 
should  be  returned  to  Fyzabad,  and  offering 
raise  a  sum  of  money  on  that  conditio ; 
also  that  they  would  remove  from  one  of 
palaces,  whilst  the  English  were  to  be 
ted  to  search  the  other.    But  the  assistant 
sident,  Johnson,  did,  instead  of  a  conp! 
with  the  former  of  these  proposititms,  nnd 
following  orders,  dated  S^  July,  1782,  to 
officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the 
aforesaid :    "  some  violent  demands  ha^ 
been  made  for  the  release  of  the  (MrisoMr*: 
is  necessary  that  every  possible  precaution 
taken  for  their  security  ;  you  will  thereAra 
pleased  to  be  very  strict  in  guautting 
and  I  herewith  send  onot&er  pair  of  fa 
be  added  to  those  now  upon  the 
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And  ia  Mmrflr  to  the  teeond  propontion,  the  nid  month,  pMitiraly  reftwe  to  lutso  to  any 
flud  resktent  did  reply  in  the  following  terms ;  terms,  before  the  final  discharge  of  the  viHbole 
**  the  proposal  of  evacuating  one  palace,  that  of  the  demand ;  and  did  positively  forbid  the 
it  may  be  searched,  and  then  evacuating  the  commanding  officer  to  come  to  Lucknow  to 
next  upon  the  same  principle,  is  apparently  make  the  proposal  aforesaid,  in  the  terms  fol- 
fiiir  :  bat  it  is  well  known  in  the  first  place,  lowing :  "  as  it  is  not  possible  to  listen  to  any 
that  such  bricked  up,  or  otherwise  hidden,  terms  from  the  begums,  before  tlie  final  dis- 
treasure,  is  not  to  be  hit  upon  in  a  day  with-  charge  of  their  conditional  agreement  for  fifty- 
out  a  guide.     I  have  therefore  informed  the  five  lacks,  your  coming  here  upon  such  an 
nabob  of  this  proposal,  and  if  the  matter  is  to  agency  can  only  be  lost  of  time  in  completing 
be  reduced  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of  6,55,000,  for 
such  people  as  he  may  possess  for  information,  which  your  regiment  was  sent  to  Fyzabad.   I 
together  with  the  prisoners ;  and  when  in  pos-  must  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  no  efforts, 
■ession  of  the  ground,  by  pum^ng  the  prison-  gentle  or  harshj  unattempted  to  complete  this, 
ersj  or  by  such  othermeana  as  he  mctt/^nd  most  before  you  move  from  Fyzabad;  and  I  am 
^ffkctual  to  forward  a  successful  search  upon  very  anxious  that  this  should  be  as  soon  as 
■the  spot,  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  proposal  possible,  ca  I  want  to  employ  your  regiment 
made  by  the  bhow  begum."  upon  other  emergent  service  now  steering  frjf 

every  dekn/.** 
XLVI.— That,  probably  from  the  nabob's 
known  and  avowed  reluctance  to  lend  himself  XLYIII. — That  the  goods  aforesaid  were 
to  the  perpetration  of  the  oppressive  and  ini-  sent  to  Lucknow,  and  disposed  of  in  a  manner 
quitous  proceedings  of  the  representative  of  unknown ;  and  the  harsh  and  oppressive  mea* 
^  British  government,  the  scandalous  plan  sures  aforesaid  being  still  continued,  the  be« 
aforesaid  was  not  carried  into  execution:  and  gum  did,  about  the  middle  of  October,  1783, 
all  the  rigours  practised  upon  the  chief  minis-  cause  to  be  represented  to  the  said  Middleton 
ters  of  the  ladies  aforesaid  at  Lucknow  being  as  follows :  *'  that  her  situation  was  truly  piti- 
foond  ineffectual,  and  the  princess  mother  hav-  able ;  her  estate  sequestered  ;  her  treasury  ran- 
ing  declared  herself  ready  to  deliver  up  every  sacked ;  her  cojahs  prisoners ;  and  her  ser- 
thing  valuable  in  her  possession,  which  Baher  vants  deserting  daily  from  want  of  subsistence. 
Ally  Khkn  one  of  her  confidential  ministers  That  she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money,  to 
aforesaid  only  could  come  at,  the  said  change  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  company,  from 
of  prison  was  agreed  to  ;  but  not  until  the  na-  every  person  that  she  imagined  would  or  could 
bob's  mother  aforesaid  had  engaged  to  pay,  for  assist  her  with  any,  but  that  the  opulent  would 
the  said  change  of  prison,  a  sum  of  ten  thou-  not  listen  to  her  adversity.  She  had  hoped, 
■and  pounds,  (one  half  of  which  was  paid  on  that  theveardrobe  sent  to  Lucknow  might  have 
the  return  of  the  eunuchs,)  and  that  <'she  sold  for  at  least  one  half  of  the  company^s  de- 
would  ransack  the  zenana  (women's  apart-  mands  on  her ;  but  even  jewellery  and  goods, 
ments)  for  kincobs,  muslins,  clothes,  &c.  &c.  she  finds  from  woful  experience,  lose  their 
&c.  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  value  the  moment  it  is  known  they  come  from 
from  the  annual  allowance  made  to  her  for  her  her.  That  she  had  now  solicited  the  loan  of 
subsistence,  in  lieu  of  her  jaghire.'*  cash  from  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  she  failed 

in  that  application,  she  had  no  hopes  of  ever 

XL  VII.— That  soon  afler  the  return  of  the  borrowing  a  sum  equal  to  the  demand." — A 

aforesaid  ministers  to  the  place  of  their  impri-  hope  not  likely  to  be  realized,  as  the  said  Al- 

scnment  at  FyzabEul,  bonds  for  the  five  thou-  mas  Ali  was  then  engaged  for  a  sum  of  money 

■and  pounds  aforesaid,  and  goods,  estimated,  to  be  raised  for  the  company's  use,  on  the  se- 

according  to  the  valuation  of  a  merchant  ap-  curity  of  their  confiscated  lands,  the  restora- 

pointed  to  value  the  same,  at  the  sum  of  forty  tion  of  which  could  form  the  only  apparent 

thousand  pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  sell  security  for  a  loan, 
greatly  under  their  value,  were  delivered  to 

the  commanding  officer  at  Fyzabad ;  and  the  XLIX. — That  this  remonstrance  produced 

■aid  commanding  officer  did  promise  to  the  no  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  aforesaid  resident ; 

begum  to  visit  Lucknow  with  such  proposals  who  being  about  this  time  removed  from  his 

as  he  hoped  would  secure  the  small  balance  of  residency,  did,  in  a  letter  to  his  successonr, 

fi^n  thousand  pounds  remaining  of  the  un-  Mr.  Brisfow,  dated  23d  October,  1782,  in  ei^ 

jtkst  exaction  aforesaid.    But  the  said  resident  feet,  recommend  a  perseverance  in  the  cmri 

Middleton  did,  in  his  l^ter  of  the  17th  of  the  and  oppressive  restraints  aforesaia,  as  a  oer- 
VoL.  m.— 10. 
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tain  mMM  cirteoftting  the  rMMinder  of  the     of  admovrladguif  Mork  luwia  fai  Imim)  M 
extorted  bond;  and  that  the  lands,  with  which     the  laid  ministers,  in  tealiaony  of  hit  appio* 
the  princesses  aforesaid  had  been  endowed,     bation  of  their  late  serriceii. 
should  not  be  restored  to  them. 

LU.— Thai  the  said  Hastiagi  did  not  ody 
L. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  give  the  aforesaid  public  encoorageBieat  to  tbs 
duly  apprized  of  all  the  material  circumstances  ministers  of  the  nabob  to  betray  and  insult 
in  tho  unjust  proceedings  aforesaid;  but  did  their  master  and  his  fiunily,  in  the  raanofv 
nothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to  aforesaid,  but  whm  the  said  nabob  did  write 
prevent,  relieve,  or  mitigate,  the  sufferings  of  several  letters  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  ea- 
the  parties  affected  by  thcro  ;  on  the  contrary,  pressive  of  his  dislike  of  being  naed  as  an  in- 
he  did,  in  his  letter  oftheS5thofJanuary,  1782,  strument  in  the  dishonourable  ads  aforcssid, 
to  the  resident  Middleton,  declare,  that  the  and  refusing  to  be  further  ooocemed  thsroiiif 
nabob  having  consented  to  the  "  resumption  of  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  not  only 
the  jaghires  held  by  the  begums,  and  to  the  suppress  and  hide  the  said  letters  firon  tbs 
confiscation  of  their  treasures,  and  thereby  in-  view  of  the  court  of  directors,  bat  in  his  iik> 
volved  my  own  name,  and  the  credit  of  the  structions  to  the  resident  BristoWydid^attn* 
company  in  a  participation  of  both  measures,,  bute  them  to  Hyder  Beg  KhAn,  nEiinister  to  the 
I  have  a  right  to  require  and  iruiH  on  the  com'  nabob,  (whom  in  other  respects  he  did  beibre, 
pUte  execution  of  them ;  and  I  look  to  you  for  and  ever  since,  support  against  his  asstflr,) 
their  execution,  declaring,  that  I  shall  hold  and  did  express  himself  with  great  aeoni  ind 
you  accountable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that  contempt  c^the  said  nabob,  and  with  mudi  as^ 
he  did  write  to  the  nabob  a  letter  in  the  same  parity  against  the  said  minister ;  affirming,  in- 
peremptory  manner ;  but  the  said  letter  has  proud  and  insolent  terms,  that  he  had,  "  by  an 
been  suppressed.  abuse- of  his  influence  over  the  nabob,  be,  tha 

nabob-himself^  being  {oM^heeverwuuibeinAt 
LI. — That  he,  the  said  Hastings,  ilirther     hanti»oftomeper$on)ainer€dpkermhi${^ 
did  manifest  the  concern  he  took  in,  and  the    faid  mimster's)  hamU^jdartd  to  make  him  (the 
encouragement  which  he  gave  to,  the  procei>d-     nabob)  auume  a  very  unbetMndng  tone  of  re- 
ings  aforesaid,  by  conferring  honours  and  di»-     fusal,  reproach,  and  resentmoat,  in  opposition 
tinctions  upon  the  ministers  of  the  nabob,     to  meaauree  recommended  6y  ME,  and.  even 
whom  he,  the  nabob,  did  consider  as  having  in     to  octe  done  by  MY  authority  ^'  the  said  Hasl- 
the  said  proceedings  disobeyed  him  and  be-     ings,  in  the  instruction  aforesaid,  particolaris* 
trayed  him,  and  as  instruments  in  the  disho-     ing  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  tka- 
nour  of  his  family,  and  the  usurpation  of  his     confiscation  of  the  treasure»  that  had  been  so- 
authority.— That  the  said  ministers  did  make     long  suffered  to  remain  in  the  bands  of  hii  (the 
addresses  to  the  said  Hastings  for  that  pur-     nabob's)  mother.    But  the  letters  of  the  at* 
pose  (which  addresses  the  said  Hastings  hath    bob,  which  in  the  said  instnicticMis  he  refiNa 
suppressed) ;  and  the  resident  Middleton  did,     to,  as  containing  an  opposition  to  the  measures' 
with  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  February,  1782,     recommended  by  him,  and  which  he  as8ertft> 
transmit  the  same ;  and  did,  in  the  said  letter,     was  conveyed  in  a  very  unbecoming  tc»e  of 
acquaint  the  said  Hastings, ''  that  the  minis-     refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  he  the  said 
ters  of  the  nabob  had  incurred  much  odium  on     Hastings  hath  criminally  withheld  from  the 
account  of  their  participation  in  his  measures,     company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  Us 
and  that  they  were  not  only  considered  by  the    duty ;  and  the  more,  as  the  said  letters  nnrt 
party  of  the  dispossessed  jaghiredars,  and  the     tend  to  show  in  what  manner  the  said  nabob 
mother  and  uncle  of  the  nabob,  but  by  the  no-    did  feel  the  indignities  offered  to  his  mothari 
hob  Mmeelff  as  the  dependanle  of  the  English    and  the  manner  in  which  the  said  ministMy 
govemrnent,  which  they  certainly  are,  and  it  is    notwithstanding  their  known  dependence  oa 
by  its  declared  and  most  ohvUme  support  alone,     the  English  government,  did  express  their 
that  they  can  maintain  the  authority  and  influ-     sense  of  the  part  which  their  sovereign  was 
ence  which  is  indispensably  necessary."    And     compelled  to  act  in  the  said  disgraceful  mea- 
the  said  Middleton  did  therefore  recommend,     sures.     And  in  further  instructions  to  him  the 
"  that  they  should  be  honoured  with  some  tes-     said  new  resident,  he  did  declare  his  approb^ 
timony  of  his  (tho  said  Hastings's)  approba-     tion  of  the  evil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well  as  his 
tion  and  &your."    And  he,  the  said  Warren     resoluticm  of  compelling  the  nabob  to  those 
Hastings,  did  send  kellauts,  or  robes  of  ho-     rigorous  proceedings  against  his  parsnt,  froa 
Hour  (the  most  public  and  distinguished  mode     which  he  had  long  shown  himsalf  so  ftiy 
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in  the  lon<Nniig  wordb :  <<  Uie  sevens  hkf  any  diractioiw  to  gire  bm  ooneanuBg  it. 
ties,  winch  haTe  been  increased  towards  the  I  also  beg  leare  to  acquaint  you  I  sent  tor  Le- 
begiiins,  were  most  justly  merited,  by  the  ad-  tafit  Ali  Kh4n,  the  cojah,  who  has  the  charge 
▼antage  which  they  took  of  the  troubles  in  of  them,  and  who  informs  me  it  is  well  ground- 
which  I  was  persoiudly  inrolred  last  year,  to  ed,  that  they  have  sold  every  thing  they  had, 
create  a  rebellion  in  the  nabob's  government,  even  to  the  elothee  from  thnr  back»f  and  now 
and  to  complete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  have  no  meane  ofstUmMting." 
was  impending  on  ours."  '*  If  it  is  the  na- 
bob's desire  to  forget  and  to  forgire  their  past  LIV . — That  the  distresses  of  the  said  wo* 
oflhpces,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing  men  grew  so  urgent  on  the  night  of  the  said  6th 
tbem,  in  pension,  the  nominal  amount  of  their  of  March,  the  (ky  when  the  letter  above  recit- 
jagiiires;  but  if  he  shall  ever  qffer  to  restore  ed  was  written,  that  Captain  Leonard  Jaques 
their  jaghires  to  them,  or  to  give  them  any  pro-  aforesaid  did  think  it  necessary  to  write  again, 
petty  im  land,  after  the  warning  which  they  on  the  day  following,  to  the  British  resident, 
have  given  bin  by  the  dangerous  abuse  which  in  the  following  wwds  c  *'  I  beg  leave  to  ad- 
thej  formerly  siade  of  his  indulgence,  you  dress  you  again  concerning  the  women  in  the 
most  remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms  against  Khord  Mohul,  [the  lesser  palace.]  Their  be- 
lt^ fou  must  not  permit  su^  an  event  to  take  haviour  last  night  was  so  furious,  that  there 
jpfaoe,  until  this  government  shall  have  receiv-  seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their  pro- 
ed  uformation  of  it,  and  shall  have  had  time  ceeding  to  the  uttermost  extremities,  and  that 
to  interpose  its  influence  for  the  prevention  of  they  would  either  throw  themeelvee  frwn  tha 
itb"  Aad  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  did,  toato,  or  force  open  the  doore  of  the  xenanah, 
m  the  manner  aforesaid,  potiitively  refuse  to  I  have  made  every  inquiry  concerning  the 
afdmit  the  nabob  to  restore  to  his  mother  and  cause  o/t  their  complaints,  and  find  from  La* 
grandmother,  any  part  of  their  landed  estates  tafit  Ally  Khdn,  that  they  are  in  a  ttarving 
for  their  maintenance,  did  well  know  that  the  condition^  having  sold  all  their  olothea  and  n«- 
revenoes  of  Uie  said  nabob  were  at  that  time  oessariea^  and  now  have  not  wherewithal  to  «i^ 
so  &r  applied  to  the  demands  of  the  company,  port  nature  ,*  and  as  my  instructions  are  quite 
(by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  aggravated  silent  on  this  head,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
bfljond  the  whole  of  what  they  did  produce,)  how  to  proceed  in  case  they  were  to  force  the 
or  wwe  otherwise  so  far  applied  to  the  pur^  doors  <^the  zenanah,  as  I  suspect  it  will  bap- 
poses  <^  several  of  the  servants  of  the  company  pen,  should  no  subsistence  be  very  quickly  sent 
and  others,  the  dependants  of  him  the  said  to  them.'' 
Hastings,  that  none  of  the  pensions  or  allow- 
ances assigned  by  the  said  nabob,  in  lieu  of  LV .— That  in  consequence  of  these  repre- 
ihe  said  estates  confiscated,  were  paid,  or  were  sentations,  it  appears  that  the  said  resident, 
likely  to  be  discharged  with  that  punctuality,  Richard  Johnson,  did  promise  that  an  appli- 
which  was  necessary  even  to  the  scanty  sub-  cation  should  be  made  to  certain  of  the  ser- 
of  the  persons,  to  which  they  were  in  vants  of  the  nabob  vizier,  to  provide  for  their 
and  appearance  applied.    For,  subsistence. 


LIU. — That,  so  early  as  the  6th  of  March,  LVI. — That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved 

1782,  Captain  Leonaitl  Jaques,  who  com*  firom  the  duty  of  imprisoning  the  women  of 

■Mnded  the  forces  on  duty  for  the  purpose  of  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  Oude, 

dbtressing  the  several  women  in  the  palaces  an  ally  of  the  company,  who  dwelt  in  the  said 

St  Fyzabad,  did  complain  to  the  resident,  Ri-  lesser  palace,  and  Major  Gilpin  being  ap- 

chard  Johnson,  in  the  following  words  :  "  The  pointed  to  succeed,  the  same  malicious  design 

women  belonging  to  the  Khord  Mohul  (or  less-  of  destroying  the  said  women,  or  the  same 

er  palace)  complain  of  their  being  in  want  of  scandalous  neglect  of  their  preservation  and 

svery  necessary  of  life,  and  are  at  last  driven  subsistence,  did  still  continue ;  and  Major  Gil- 

to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get  on  pin  found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  new  re- 

dM  top  of  the  zenanah,  make  a  great  disturb-  sident,  Bristow,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  Oci 

anee,  and  last  night  not  only  alarmed  the  sen-  tober,  1782,  as  follows : 
tinels  posted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at 

Asm;  they  threaten  to  throw  themselves  from  LVII. — ^'^  Sir, — ^Last  night,    about  eight 

the  walls  of  the  zenanah,  and  also  to  break  out  o'clock,  the  women  in  the  khord  mohul  pesser 

of  it.    Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  palace]  or  zenanah  [women's  apartment]  un- 

of  tins  nnttsr,  and  to  request  to  know  if  you  der  the  charge  of  Latafut  Ally  Kh&n, 
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bUd  on  the  topi  of  die  boildiiigt,  erying  ma  ter  Hyder  Beg  Kh&ii,  the  luAtt  of  the  ftHmot 

mMf  lametUabU  manner  for  food,  that  far  the  aforesaid  fetl  again  into  estreoM  distreea ;  ail 

Uut  four  d<9«  they  had  got  but  a  very  eeanty  the  resident  did  again  complain  to  the  §ui 

aUetwance,  and  that  yteterdcnf  they  had  got  minisler,  who  was  considered  to  be,  and  rsdly 

none.  and  substantially  was,  the  minister  of  the  go- 

vemour-geoeral  Warren  Hastings  aforssudy 

L  VUI. — <'  The  mtUmehaly  cries  of  famine  and  not  of  the  nabob,  (the  said  nabob  beinf, 

are  more  easily  imagined  than  described ;  and  according  to  the  said  Hastings's  own  acoooBt, 

from  their  representation,  I  fear  the  nabob's  "  a  cipher  in  his  [the  said  minister's]  hands,") 

agents  for  that  business  are  Tery  inattentire ;  that  the  iunds  allowed  for  their  subsistian 

I  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  ao  were  not  applied  for  their  support.    Bat  bo(« 

quainted  with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excel-  withstanding  all  these  repeated  complaiirts  mi 

looey  the  nabob  may  cause  his  agents  to  be  remonstrances,  and  the  constant  promise  of 

more  circumspect  in  their  conduct  towards  amendment  on  the  part  of  his,  the  said  Hast^ 

these  poor  unhappy  women."  ings's  minister,  the  supply  was  not  more  pka* 

tifiil  or  more  regular  tbu)  before. 
LIX.-^That,  although  the  resident  Bris- 

tow  did  not  then  think  himself  authorized  to  LXIlI.--*>That  the  said  resident  Bristow^ 

remove  the  guard,  he  did  apply  to  the  minister  finding,  by  experience,  the  inefficacy  of  ths 

of  the  nabob,  who  did  promise  some  relief  to  courses  which  had  been  pursued  with  regard  U> 

the  women  of  the  late  nabob,  confined  in  the  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  rdgning 

lesser  palace ;  but  apprehending,  with  reason,  prince  of  Oude,  and  baring  received  a  report 

that  the  minister  aforesaid  might  not  be  more  from  Major  Gilpin,  informing  him  diat  all 

ready  or  active  in  making  the  necessary  pro-  which  could  be  done  by  force,  had  been  done} 

▼ision  for  them  than  on  former  occasions,  he  and  that  the  only  hope  which  remained,  for 

did  render  himself  personally  responsible  to  realizing  the  remainder  of  the  money  nnjas^ 

Major  Gilpin  for  the  repayment  of  any  sum  exacted  as  aforesaid,  lay  in  more  lenient  ■e* 

equal  to  one  thousand  pound;}  sterling,  which  thods ;  he,  the  said  resident,  did,  at  his  own 

he  might  procure  for  the  subsistence  of  the  suf-  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the  guard  from 

ferers.    But  whatever  relief  was  given  (the  the  palaces,  the  troops  being  long  and  modi 

amount  thereof  not  appearing)  the  same  was  vranted  for  the  defence  of  the  firontier,  and 

soon  exhausted ;  and  the  number  of  persons  to  other  material  services ;  and  did  release  the 

be  maintained  in  the  said  lesser  palace  being  said  ministers  of  the  said  women  of  rank,  wh0 

eight  hundred  women,  the  women  of  the  late  had  been  confined  and  put  in  irons,  and  vari* 

sovereign,  Shoja  ul  Dowla,  and  several  of  the  ously  distressed  and  persecuted,  as  afore^a* 

younger  children  of  the  said  sovereign  prince,  cited,  for  near  twelve  months, 
besides  their  attendants.  Major  Gilpin  was 

obliged,  on  the  16th  of  November  following,  LXIV.— That  the  manner  in  which  ths 

again  to  address  the  resident  by  a  representa-  said  inhuman  acts  of  rapacity  and  viokncs 

tion  of  this  tenour  :  "  Sir,  the  repeated  cries  were  felt  both  by  the  women  of  high  tank  cob- 

of  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mohul  Zenanah  cerned,  and  by  all  the  people,  strongly  i^pears 

for  subsistence  have  been  truly  melancholy.  in  the  joy  expressed  on  their  release,  which 

took  place  on  the  5th  of  December,  1782 ;  aad 

LX.— **  They  beg  most  fnteoudyfor  liberty,  is  stated,  in  two  letters  of  that  date  from  M*- 

ikat  they  may  earn  their  daily  bread  by  labori-  jor  Gilpin  to  the  resident,  in  the  words  I* 

eus  servitude,  or  to  be  relieved  from  their  misery  lowing : 
by  immediate  death. 

LXV. — *^I  have  to  acknowledge  the  r»- 

LXI. — **  In  consequence  of  their  mihappy  ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  and  in 

situation,  I  have  this  day  taken  the  liberty  of  consequence  immediately  enlarged  the  priso»> 

drawing  on  you  in  favour  of  Ramnarain,  at  ers  Behar  Ally  Khftn  and  Jewar  Ally  KtAtt 

ten  (feys  sight,  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  rupees,  from  their  confinement ;  a  circumstance  that 

ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid  to  Cojah  gave  the  begums,  and  the  city  of  Fyndwd  is 

Latafut  Ally  Cawn,  under  whose  charge  that  general,  the  greatest  satislaction. 
cenanah  is.'' 

T  yrrr     n,.  LXVI.— "  In  tears  €ir  joy,    Befav  tad 

liXII.— That,  notwithstanding  all  the  pro-  Jewar  Ally  Kh4n  expressed  their  sincere  a^ 

uhm  and  reiterated  engagemants  of  the  minis-  knowledgments  to  the  govBrnoar-geaeral,  U 
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iWefoej  the  nabob  vizier,  and  to  you,  sir,  tha  vizier  to  enforce  the  mott  effectual  «»fiTffy 

for  restoring  them  to  that  invaluable  blessing,  for  that  purpose."    And  the  resident  did,  ia 

liberty « for  which  they  would  ever  retain  the  his  answer  to  the  board,  dated  31st  March, 

most  grateful  remembrance;  and,  at  their  re-  1783,  on  this  peremptory  order,  again  detail 

quest,  I  transmit  you  the  enclosed  letters.  the  particulars  aforesaid  to  the  said  Warren 

Hastings,  referring  him  to  his  former  corres- 

LXVII. — "  I  wish  you  had  been  present  pondence,  stating  the  utter  impossibility  of 

at  the  enlargement  of  the  prisoners.    The  qui-  proceeding  further  by  force,  and  mentioning 

▼ering  lips,  with  the  tears  of  joy  stealing  down  certain  other  disgraceful  and  oppressive  cir^ 

the  poor  men*s  cheeks,  was  a  scene  truly  af-  cumstances ;  and  in  particular^  that  the  com- 

'wting.  pany  did  not,  in  plundering  the  mother  of  the 

reigning  prince  of  her  wearing  apparel  and 

IjXVIII.— "  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  beasts  of  carriage,  receive  a  value  in  the  least 

men  will  avail,  you  will,  at  the  last  t&ump  !  equal  to  the  loss  she  suffered;  the  elephants 

be  translated  to  the  happiest  regions  in  hea-  having  no  buyer  but  the  nabob,  and  the  clothes, 

ven."  which  had  last  been  delivered  to  Middleton  at 

a  valuation  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  were  so 

LXIX.— And  the  resident  Bristow,  know-  damaged  by  ill  keeping  in  warehouses,  that 
ing  bow  acceptable  the  said  proceeding  would  they  could  not  be  sold,  even  for  six  months 
be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude,  and  the  neigh-  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  ^ght  thousand 
booring  independent  countries,  did  generously  pounds ;  by  which  a  loss  in  a  single  article 
and  politically  (though  not  truly)  in  his  letter  was  incurred  of  twenty-two  thousand  pounds 
to  the  princess  mother  attribute  the  said  relief  out  of  the  fifty,  for  the  recovery  of  which  (sup- 
given  to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  minis-  posing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such  rigorous 
ten,  to  the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  means  had  been  employed,  afler  having  actu- 
ings,  agreeably  to  whose  orders  he  pretended  ally  received  upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand 
to  act ;  asserting  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  pounds  in  value  to  the  company,  and  extorted 
"  was  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  restor-  much  more  in  loss  to  the  suffering  individuals. 
ed  to  her  dignity  and  consequence.**  And  the  And  the  said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted 
account  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid  was  regu-  with  the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  said  Hast- 
larly  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ings,  in  order  to  leave  no  means  untried  to 
an  the  SOth  of  December,  1782,  with  the  rea-  appease  him,  not  contented  with  the  letter  to 
SODS  and  motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  the  govemour-general  and  council,  did,  on  the 
report  of  the  officer  concerning  the  inutility  of  same  day,  write  another  letter  to  Idmpcariicu^ 
further  force,  attended  with  sundry  documents  Uarly^  in  which  he  did  urge  several  arguments, 
concerning  the  famishing,  and  other  treatment,  the  necessity  of  using  of  which  to  the  said 
of  the  women  and  childten  of  the  late  sove-  Hastings,  did  reflect  great  dishonour  on  this 
r«gn ;  but  the  same  appear  to  have  made  no  nation,  and  on  the  christian  religion  therein 
proper  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  said  professed ;  viz.  ^'  that  he  had  experienced  great 
Warren  Hastings ;  for  no  answer  whatsoever  embarrassment  in  treating  wiUi  her,  [the  mo- 
was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  the  Sd  of  ther  of  the  reigning  prince,]  for,  as  the  mother 
Afardi,  1783,  when  the  said  Hastings,  writing  of  the  vizier,  the  people  look  up  to  her  with 
in  his  own  character  and  that  of  the  council,  great  respect ;  and  any  hard  measures,  prac- 
did  entirely  pass  by  all  the  circumstances  be-  tised  against  women  of  her  high  rank,  create 
fi>re  recited,  but  did  give  directions  for  the  re-  discontent,  and  affect  our  national  character.** 
aewal  of  measures  of  the  like  nature  and  ten-  And  the  said  resident,  after  condemning,  very 
dency  with  those,  which  (for  several  of  the  last  unjustly,  her  conduct,  added,  <*  still  she  is  the 
months  at  least  of  the  said  proceeding)  had  mother  of  the  prince  of  the  country,  and  the 
been  employed  with  so  little  advantage  to  the  religious  prejudices  of  musaubnen  prevail  too 
iaterest,  and  with  so  much  injury  to  the  repu-  strongly  in  their  minds  to  forget  her  situation, 
tatioa,  <^  the  company,  his  masters,  in  whose 

name  he  acted ;  expressing  himself  in  the  said  LXX. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

letter  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1783,  as  follows :  did  not  make  any  answer  to  the  said  letter. 

"  We  desire  you  will  inform  us  what  means  But  the  mother  of  the  prince  aforesaid,  as  well 

hiye-been  taken  for  recovering  the  balance  as  the  mother  of  his  father,  being,  in  conse- 

ftbe  pretended  balance  of  the  extorted  money]  quence  of  his  the  said  Hastings*s  directions, 

doe  from  the  begums  [princesses]  at  Fyzabad;  incessantly  and  rudely  pressed  by  their  d^ 

and,  if  neeesaary,  you  must  recommend  it  to  scendant,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  to  pay 
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to  ^  last  farthing  of  the  demand,  they  did  aoo  q>pointed  to  ooorej  intelligcnee  to  lam 

both  positively  redise  to  pay  any  part  of  the  from  Fyzabad,  in  the  following  particulan, 

pretended  balances  aforesaid,  until  their  land-  highly  disgraceful  to  the  hoBOOTi  justicei  vod 

ed  estates  were  restored  to  them  ;  on  the  secu-  humanity  of  this  nation : 
rity  of  which  alone  they  alleged  themselves  to 

be  in  a  condition  to  borrow  any  money,  or  LXXII.'*-^"  The  ladies,  their  attendants, 
even  to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  them-  and  servants,  were  still  as  clanKMXMis  as  fast 
■elves  and  their  numerous  dependants.  And,  night.  Letafiit,  the  deroga,  went  to  them  vod 
in  order  to  put  some  end  to  these  diflbrences,  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of 
the  vizier  did  himself,  about  the  beginning  (^  their  conduct,  at  the  same  time  assuring  them, 
August,  178S,  go  to  Fyzabad,  and  did  hold  that  in  a  few  days  all  their  allowances  would 
divers  conferences  with  his  parents,  and  did  be  paid ;  and,  should  not  that  be  the  case,  be 
cotaent  and  engage  to  restore  to  them  their  would  advance  them  ten  days  suhsisteoce,  upon 
landed  estates  aforesaid ;  and  did  issue  an  or^  condition,  that  they  returned  to  their  hsbita- 
der,  that  they  ^ould  be  restored  accordingly  :  tion.  None  of  them,  however,  C(»sented  to 
but  his  minister  aforesaid,  having  before  his  his  proposals ;  but  were  still  intent  upon  mak- 
eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of  him  the  said  ing  their  escape  through  the  bazar,  [marit^ 
Warren  Hastings,  did  persuade  his  master  to  place,]  and  in  consequence  formed  themselves 
dishonour  himself,  in  breaking  his  faith  and  into  a  line,  arranging  themselves  in  the  fbt« 
engagement  with  his  mother  and  the  mother  c^  lowing  order :  the  children  in  the  front ;  be- 
his  father,  by  first  evading  the  execution,  and  hind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  and  be- 
aflerwards  totally  revoking  his  said  public  and  hind  them  again  their  attendants  ;  but  their 
solemn  act,  on  pretence  that  he  had  agreed  to  intentions  were  frustrated  by  the  opposition 
the  grant  "  from  shame,  being  in  their  pre-  which  they  met  from  Letafut's  Sepoys, 
sence,  [the  presence  of  his  mother  and  grand- 
mother,] and  that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  LXXUI. — "  The  next  day  Letafnt  went 
time ;'' — the  said  minister  declaring  to  him,  twice  to  the  women,  and  used  his  endeavours 
that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  he  allowed  them  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenanah,  pro- 
*'  money  for  their  necessary  expenses,  and  that  mising  to  advance  them  10,000  rupees ;  which, 
would  be  doing  enough"  upon  the  money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed 

to  comply  with ;  but  ni^t  coming  <»,  nothing 
LXXI.— That  the  faith  given  for  the  re-  transpired, 
storation  of  their  landed  estates  being  thus  vio- 
lated, and  the  money  for  necessary  expenses  LXXIV.—- "  On  the  day  following  their 
being  as  ill  supplied  fis  before,  the  women  and  clamours  were  more  violent  than  usual.  Le- 
childrjen  of  the  late  sovereign,  fiUher  of  the  tafut  went  to  consult  with  them  on  the  businesf 
reigning  prince,  continued  exposed  to  frequent  of  yesterday,  offering  the  same  terms.  De- 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life;  and,  pending  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they 
being  sorely  pressed  by  famine,  they  were  consented  to  return  to  their  apartments,  which 
compelled  to  break  through  all  the  principles  they  accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three  of 
(^  local  decorum  and  reserve,  which  constitute  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their  attendants.  Le- 
the dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that  part  of  the  tafiit  then  went  to  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  to 
world,  and  afler  great  clamour  and  violent  at-  consult  with  him  upon  what  means  they  should 
tempts,  for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  enclop*  take.  They  came  to  a  resolution  of  driving 
sure  of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  them  in  by  force ;  and  gave  orders  to  their 
the  public  market,  in  order  to  move  the  com-  sepoys  to  beat  any  one  of  the  women  who 
passion  of  the  people,  and  to  beg  their  bread,  should  attempt  to  move  forward.  The  sepoys 
they  did,  on  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  consequently  assembled ;  and,  each  one  being 
the  extremity  of  exposing  themselves  to  public  provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  dion,  by 
view — an  extremity,  implying  the  lowest  state  dint  of  beating,  into  the  zenanah.  The  wo- 
of disgrace  and  degradation ;  to  avoid  which  men,  seeing  the  treachery  of  Letafut,  proceed- 
many  women  in  India  have  laid  violent  hands  ed  to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys, 
upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to  the  and  again  attempted  to  get  out ;  but  finding 
public  market-place  with  the  starving  children  that  impossible,  from  the  gates  being  shot, 
of  the  late  sovereign,  and  the  brothers  and  sis-  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones 
tors  of  the  reigning  prince  !-i-A  minute  ac^  and  bricks  till  about  teia ;  when  fiiMlJ!^  their 
count  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  was  written  situation  desperate,  they  retired  into  the  kung 
Jo  the  British  resident  at  Lucknow  by  the  per-  mohul,  and  forced  Uieir  way  firom  thence  into 
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€kB  pabce^  and  (Kiperaed  thoouelTes  about  the  of  the  disturbancei.    The  mother  of  Shuja 

heme  and  garden ;  after  this  they  were  desir-  Dowla  returned  for  answer,  that  after  there 

ooB  <^  gating  into  the  hegum^s  apartment,  but  being  no  accounts  kept  of  crores  of  revenues, 

she  ^ing  apprized  of  their  intention  ordered  she  was  not  surprised,  that  the  &mily  of  Shuja 

her  doors  to  be  shut.    In  the  mean  time,  Le-  Dowla,  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  sub- 

tafiit  and  Hushmund  Ally  Cawn  posted  sen-  sistence,  should  be  obliged  to  expose  them- 

tries  to  secure  the  gates  <^  the  lesser  mahal.  selves  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.    After 

During  the  whole  of  this  conflict,  all  the  ladies  bewailing  their  misfortunes,  and  shedding  mar 

aad  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view  (^  ny  tears,  the  begum  took  her  leave,  and  re» 

the  sepoys.   The  begum  then  sent  for  Letafut  tamed  home." 

and  HnahaoBd  Ally  Cawn,  whom  she  severe-  That  the  said  affecting  narrative  being  sent, 

ly  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon  knowing  with  others  of  the  same  nature,  on  the  ^th  of 

Ae  causes  of  this  infiunous  behaviour.     They  January,  1784,  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

pleaded  in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of  he  did  not  order  any  relief  in  consequence 

hewing  it,  as  the  treatment  the  women  had  met  thereof,  or  take  any  sort  o[  notice  whatsoever 

wiUi  had  been  conformable  to  his  excellency  of  the  said  intelligence. 
the  vizier's  orders.    The  begum  alleged,  that 

efveo  admitting,  that  the  nabob  had  given  those  LXXV . — That  the  court  of  directors  did 

Mders,  they  were  by  no  means  authorized  in  express  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  seiz- 

diis  manner  to  disgrace  the  family  of  Shuja  ing  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did  declare  to 

Dowla ;  and  should  they  no)t  receive  their  al-  him  the  said  Hastings,  '*  that  the  only  conso- 

lowanoe  for  a  day  or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  lation  they  felt  on  the  occasion  is,  that  the 

great  moment :  what  WM  passed  was  now  at  amount  of  those  jaghires,  for  which  the  oom- 

an  end,  but  that  the  ^zier  should  certainly  be  jpany  toere  guaranteeSf  is  to  be  paid  through 

acquainted  with  the  whole  <^  the  affair,  and  our  resident  at  the  court  of  the  vizier ;  and  it 

that  whatever  he  desired  she  should  implicitly  very  materially  concerns  the  credit  of  your 

complj  with.    The  begum  then  sent  for  five  govemour  on  no  account  to  n^iar  euch  pay» 

of  the  children,  who  were  wounded  in  the  a&  mente  to  be  evaded.*^    But  the  said  Warren 

fray  of  Ust  night,  and,  after  endeavouring  to  Hastings  did  never  make  the  arrangement  sup- 

aoothe  them,  she  sent  again  for  Letafut  and  posed  in  the  said  letter  to  be  actually  made, 

Hushmund  AUy  Cawn,  and  in  the  presence  of  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to  pay  lliem  the 

the  chikken  expressed  her  disapprobati<ni  of  amount  of  their  j.aghires#  or  to  make  any  pay- 

their  conduct,  and  the  improbability  of  Asuf  ment  to  them. 

nl  Dowla's  suffering  the  ladies  and  children  of  And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  or- 

Shuja  Dowla  to  be  disgraced  by  being  exposed  dered  by  the  court  of  directors  to  restore  to 

to  the  view  of  the  rabble.    Upon  which  Leta-  them  their  estates,  in  case  the  charges  made 

fiit  produced  the  letter  from  the  nabob,  at  the  upon  them  should  not  be  found  true,  he  the 

•ame  time  representing,  that  he  was  amenable  said  Hastings  did  contumaciously  and  cruelly 

only  to  the  orders  of  1^  excellency,  and  that  decline  any  compliance  with  the  said  orders 

wlwitever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to  obey ;  until  his  journey  to  Lucknow,  when  he  did,  as 

and  thitt  had  the  ladies  taught  proper  to  have  he  says,  "  conformably  to  the  orders  of  the 

retired  into  their  apartments  quietly,  he  would  court  of  directors,  and  more  to  the  inclination 

not  have  used  the  means  he  had  taken  to  com-  (^the  nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them  their  jag*^ 

pel  them.     The  begum  again  observed,  that  hires,  but  with  the  defalcation,  according  to 

vhat  had  happened  was  now  over.    She  then  his  own  account,  of  a  large  portion  of  their  re- 

^ve  the  children  400  rupees,  and  dismissed  spective  shares ;"  pretending,  without  the  least 

them,  and  seat  word  by  Jumrud  and  the  other  probability,  that  the  said  defalcation  was  a 

^OBudis,  that  if  the  ladies  would  peaceably  re-  **  voluntary  concession  on  their  part.''    But 

tire  to  their  apartmenU,  Letafut  would  supply  what  he  has  left  to  them  for  their  support,  or 

tiiem  with  8  or  4,000  rupees  for  their  personal  in  what  proportion  to  that  which  he  has  taken 

aspenses,  and  recommended  to  them  not  to  in-  away,  he  has  no  where  stated  to  the  court  of 

ear  any  furthor  disgrace,  and  that  if  they  did  directors,  whose  faith  he  has  broken,  and  whose 

net  tkialc  proper  to  act  agreeably  to  her  direo-  orders  he  has  thus  eluded,  whilst  he  pretended 

lioiMi,  they  would  do  wrong.    The  ladies  fol-  to  yield  eotne  obedience  to  tfaem. 
lowed  her  advice,  and  ah>yit  toi  at  night  wont 

hack  into  the  zenanah.    The  next  morning  LXXVI. — That  the  said  Warren  Haat- 

Ibe  begom  waited  upon  the  mother  of  Shuja  ings  having  made  a  malicious,  and^  ill-atqp* 

Dffwla,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circumstances  ported  charge,  backed  by  certain  unsatisfkctoiy 
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■fBdaritf,  u  a  gromid  for  hk  seiziiig  on  the  fore,  on  principlef  of  BttonA  jnstiee,  tokn 

jaghires,  and  the  treasares  of  the  vizier'g  mo-  inatituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support  «f  fell 

ther,  solemnly  guarantied  to  them ;  the  court  so  improbable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  em 

of  directors  did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  of  for  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  for  the  n^ 

February,  1783,  express  themselves  as  follows  foctioo  of  the  court  oif  directors,  to  takeastnif 

concerning  that  measure  ;— '*  which  the  go-  part  in  the  said  inquiry,  did  set  himself  is  of* 

vemour-general  (he  the  said  Warr«i  Hast-  position  to  the  same,  and  did  carry  widi  hn 

ings)  in  his  letter  to  your  board  the  23d  Janu-  a  majority  of  council  against  tke  said  mpaf 

ary,  1782,  has  declared  he  strenuotufy  eneou-  into  the  justice  of  the  cause,  or  any  prop«i> 

raged  and  tuppcrted ;  we  hope  and  trust,  for  tion  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers ;  aasertii^ 

the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  mea-  **  that  the  reasons  of  the  court  of  directors,  if 

sore  appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all  transmitted  with  the  orders  for  the  inquiry, 

Hindostan.     The  govemour-general  has  in-  will  prove  in  efiWst  an  order  for  collecrkig  eth 

formed  us,  that  it  can  be  well  attested,  that  the  dence  to  the  jttatyieatum  and  ae^Utml  •/  (hf 

begums  (the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  begume,  and  not  for  the  inveatigatien  of  Ik 

nabob  aforesaid)  principaUy  excited  and  sup-  truth  of  the  ehargee  which  have  been  preftmi 

ported  the  late  commotions ;  and  that  they  car-  againat  themJ*   That  Mr.  Stables  did  not  pro> 

ried  their  inveteracy  to  the  Knglish  nation  so  pose,  (as  in  the  said  Hastings's  minvte  k 

fiir,  at  to  aim  at  our  utter  e^irj>tUion.**^ADd  groundlessly  supposed,)  that  the  reasons  flf 

the  court  of  directors  did /iirther  declare  as  fol-  the  court  of  directors  should  be  transmitted 

lows : — "  that  it  no  where  appears  from  the  with  the  orders  for  an  inquiry.     But  the  ^ 

papers  at  present  in  our  possession,  that  they  prehension  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of  the 

(the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  c€  probable  result  of  the  inquiry  proposed  did 

Oude)  excited  any  commotions  previous  to  the  strongly  indicate  his  sense  of  his  own  gailtf 

imprisonment  of  Rajah  Cbeit  Sing,  and  only  and  the  innocence  of  the  parties  accused  by 

armed  themselves  in  consequence  of  that  trans-  him  ;  and  if,  by  his  construction,  Mr.  St^ 

action ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  such  a  conduct  bles's  minute  did  indicate  an  inquiry  merely 

proceeded  from  motives  of  self-defence,  under  for  the  ju8tificati(«  of  the  parties  by  him  ac« 

an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might  cused,  (whidi  construction  the  motion  did  not 

likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  contri-  bear,)  it  was  no  more  than  what  the  obvioiB 

butions."— And  the  said  court  of  directors,  in  rules  of  justice  would  well  support :  his  own 

giving  their  orders  for  the  restoration  of  the  proceedings  having  been  ear  pcate  ;  he  having 

jaghires,  or  for  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  employed  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  take  affidavits 

through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order  for  against  the  women  of  high  rank  aforesaid,  not 

the  restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  on  only  without  any  inquiry  made  on  their  part, 

condition,  that  it  should  appear  from  inquiry,  but  without  any  communication  to  them  of  his 

that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  practices  practice  and  proceedings  against  them;  and 

charged  upon  them  by  the  said  Hastings.   Mr.  equity  did  at  least  require,  that  they,  with  his 

Stables,  one  of  the  council-general,  did,  in  e:(e-  own  knowledge,  and  by  the  subordinates  of  his 

cution  of  the  said  conditional  order,  propose  own  government,  should  be  allowed  a  public 

an  inquiry,  leaduig  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  inquiry  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  heavy  o^ 

condition,  and  did  enter  a  minute  as  follows :  fences,  with  which  they  had  been  by  hincfauB- 

"  that  the  court  of  directors,  by  their  letters  of  destinely  charged, 
the  14th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not  to  be  sa- 
tisfied, that  the  disaffection  of  the  begums  to        LXXVIT.— That  he,  the  said  Hastings, 

this  government  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  in  order  to  effectually  stifle  the  said  inquiry, 

evidence  before  them ;  I  therefore  think,  that  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute,  aaserU 

the  late  and  present  resident,  and  commanding  ing,  that  the  said  inquiry  would  be  productive 

officer  in  the  vizier's  country  at  the  time,  <*of  evils  greater  than  any  which  have  already 

should  be  called  on  to  collect  what  further  in-  taken  place,  and  tohich  time  fuu  ahnoet  obStO' 

formation  they  can  on  this  subject,  in  whidi  rated  f^  as  also  the  following — "  If  I  am  right* 

the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  government  is  ly  informed,  the  nabob  vizier  and  the  beguns 

so  materially  conetamod ;  and  tlmt  such  infor-  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good-will.     It  woald 

mation  may  be  transmitted  'to  the  court  of  di-  ill  become  this  government  to  interpose  ili 

rectors.''    And  he  did  further  propose  heads  influence  by  any  act  which  might  lend  to  re> 

snd  modes  of  inquiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  rive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  eoen- 

edpressed  by  the  court  of  directors.    But  the  sion  would  be  sufficient  to  eflfect  it.    They 

laid  Warren  Hastings,  who  ought,  long  be-  will  instantly  take  fire  on  inich  a  <leelaimtk% 
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proclaim  tlie  judgmoit  of  the  company  in  also  sensible,  that  the  restoration  of  her  landed 

their  fiivour,  demand  a  reparation  of  tho  acts,  estates,    recommended  by  the  court  of  di- 

which  they  will  construe  wrongs,  with  such  a  rectors,  could  not  produce  any  ill  effect  on 

MMtenoe  warranting  that  construction,  and  the  mind  of  the  said  son,  as  it  was  <*  with  aU 

either  aiocept  the  invitation,  to  the  proclaim-  most  unconquerable  reluctance  he  had  been 

ed  acandal  of  the  nabob  vizier,  which  will  not  persuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them."    And  at 

«U  to  the  credit  of  our  government;  or  remain  the  time  of  his  submitting  to  become  an  in- 

m  his  dominions,  but  not  under  his  authority,  strument  in  this  injustice,  did  ''declare"  both 

to  add  to  his  vexations,  and  the  disorders  of  to  the  resident  and  his  ministers,  that  it  was 

the  country,  by  continual  intrigues  and  sedi-  an  act  of  compulsion." 
tione.     Elnough  already  exists  to  affect  his 

peace  and  the  quiet  of  his  people.    If  we  can-        LXXIX. — ^That  the  said  Hastings  fuiv 

BOt  heal,  let  us  not  inflame,  the  wounds,  which  ther,  by  insinuating,  that  the  women  in  ques- 

Jkeee  been  inMUed"^-'**  If  the  begums  think  tion  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  a  /or- 

themaehres  aggrieved  to  such  a  degree  as  to  eign  juriediction  against  a  son  and  grandson, 

joetify  them  m  an  oppeoi  to  a  foreign  jurie^  could  not  forget,  that  he  himself,  being  thi^ 

diction  ;  to  i^ppeal  to  it  against  a  man  stand-  foreign  jurisdiction  (if  any  jurisdiction  there 

mg  in  the  relation  of  schd  and  grandson  to  was)  did  himself  direct  uid  order  the  inju- 

thorn;  to  appeal  to  the  jtutice  of  thoae^  who  ries  ;  did  himself  urge  the  calumnies ;  and  did 

Aeee  been  the  abettore  and  inetrumente  of  their  himself  cause  to  be  taken  and  produced  the 

tfltpulerf  worongs^  let  us  at  least  permit  them  unsatisfactory  evidence,  by  which  the  women 

tobe  the  judges  oftheir  own  feelings,  and  pre-  in  question  had  sufibred;  and  that  it  wu 

fer  their  complaints,  before  we  offer  to  re-  against  him  the  said  Hastings,  and  not  against 

drees  them.     They  will  not  need  to  be  prompt-  their  son,  that  they  had  reason  to  appeal, 

ed.     I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  sim-  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  inquiry  was  moved 

plicity  of  official  language  in  saying,  the  ma-  for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer,  or  ap- 

jeaty  of  justice  ought  to  be  approached  with  peal,  of  the  sufferers,  but  upon  the  ill  impres- 

aolicitation,  not  descend  to  provoke  or  invite  siun,  which  the  said  Ha^ings's  own  conduct, 

it,  much  less  to  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  state  of  it,  and 

of  wrongs,  and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  on  his  own  evidence  in  support  of  it,  had 

the  denunciation  of  punishments  before  trial,  made  on  the  court  of  directors,  who  were  his 

and  even  before  accusation.''  lawful  masters,  and  not  suitors  in  his  court. 

And  his  arrogating  to  himself  and  his  col- 

LXXVIII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  leagues  to  be  a  tribimal,  and  a  tribunal,  not 

iDgs,  in  attempting  to  pass  an  act  of  indem-  for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice,  but  of  refus- 

nity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion  for  ing  inquiry,  was  an  high  offence  and  misde- 

the  sufferings  of  others,  supposing,  the  lat-  meanour  (particularly  as  the  due  obedience  to 

ter  almost  obliterated  by  time,  did  not  only  the  company's  orders  was  eluded  on  the  inso- 

■K>ck  and  insult  over  the  sufferings  of  the  al-  lent  pretence,  <'  that  the  majesty  of  justice 

Kes  of  the  company,  but  did  show  an  indecent  ought  to  be  approached  with  solicitation,  and 

eontempt  of  the  nnderstandings  of  the  court  of  that  it  would  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion 

directors;  because  his  violent  attempts  on  the  of  wrongs  and  the  promise  of  redress,'*)  in  a 

property  and  liberty  of  the  mother  and  grand-  govemour,  whose  business  it  is,  even  of  him* 

mother  <^tke  ally  aforesaid  had  not  their  first  self,  and  unsolicited,  not  only  to  promise,  but 

eommeneement  much  above  two  yesLrs  before  to  nJbrd,  redress  to  all  those  who  should  su& 

that  time,  and  had  been  continued,  without  fer  under  the  power  of  the  company,  even  if 

abatement  or  relaxation  on  his  part,  to  the  tfieir  ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the 
very  time  of  his  minute ;  the  nabob  having,     imbecility  of  their  sex,  or  the  fear  of  irritat- 
by  the  instigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings's     ing  persons  in  rank  and  station,  should  pre- 
instrument  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  not  two  months     vent  them  from  seeking  it  by  formal  soUcitap 
before  the  date  of  the  consultation,  been  oblig-     tion. 
ed  a  second  time  to  break  his  foith  with  re- 
lation to  the  estates  of  his  mother  in  the  man-        LXXX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
ner  herein  before  recited.    And  the  said  Hast-     at  the  time  when  he  pretended  ignorance  of 
inga  did  not,  and  could  not,  conceive  that  the     all  solicitation  for  justice  on  the  part  of  the 
dearing  the  modier  could  revive  any  animo-     women  aforesaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did  re- 
eky betwen  her  and  her  son,  by  whom  she  ne-    fuse  the  inquiry  moved  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
fwhikdbeenaoouaed.  The  said  Hastings  was    Stables,  had  in  all  probability  received  from 
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the  resident  Middletoo,  or  if  he  had  made  the  bad  with  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn,  he  introdooed 
■lightest  inquiry  from  the  said  Middleton,  a  subject  respecting  the  nabob  yirier,  trfaidi, 
then  at  CalcutU,  might  immediately  receive,  however  it  may  be  disagreeable  for  you  to 
an  account  that,  they  did  actually  solicit  the  know,  and  consequently  for  me  to  communi- 
■aid  resident,  through  Major  Gilpin,  for  re-  cate,  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  laying  before 
dress  against  his  the  said  Hastings's  calum-  you.    He  told  me  he  had  received  inforroatioo 
nious  accusation,  and  the  false  testimony  by  from  Lucknow,  that,  by  the  advice  of  Hyder 
which  it  was  supported  ;  and  did  send  the  Beg  Cawn,  the  vizier  bad  determined  to  bring 
same  complaint  to  the  resident  Middleton,  by  his  grandmother,  the  widow  of  Sufilar  Jung, 
the  said  G  ilpin,  to  be  transmitted  to  him  the  said  from  Fyzabad  to  Lucknow,  with  a  view  of  geU 
Hastings  and  the  council  so  early  as  the  19th  ting  a  further  sum  of  nxmey  from  her,  by 
of  October,  1782 :  and  that  she. the  mother  of  seizing  on  her  eunuchs,  dicing  up  the  apart- 
the  nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the  same  to  the  ments  of  her  house  at  Fyzabad,  and  putting 
resident  Bristow,  asserting  their  innocence,  her  own  person  under  restraint.     This,  be 
and  accompanying  the  same  with  the  copies  said,  he  knew  was  not  an  act  of  our  goveni- 
c/  letters  (the  originals  of  which  they  asserted  ment,  but  the  mere  advice  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn, 
were  in  their  hands)  from  the  chief  witnesses  to  which  the  vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend, 
against  them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  let*  He  added,  that  the  old  begum  had  resolved 
ters  did  directly  overturn  the  charges  or  in-  rnther  to  put  herself  to  death  than  submit  to 
■inuations  in  the  affidavits  made  by  them ;  and  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put  upon  her ;  that 
that  instead  of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  if  such  a  circumstance  should  happen,  there  is 
upon  them  and  thair  parties  by  the  instigation  not  a  man  in  Hindostanj  who  will  attribute  Ihe 
c£  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  or  by  her  minis-  act  to  the  vizier  [nabob  of  Oudcy]  but  every  one 
ters,  they  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon  did  at-  toill  fix  the  odium  on  theJEnglishf  who  might 
tribute  their  preservation  to  them,  and  to  their  eanly,  by  the  infiuenee  they  so  largely  exer- 
■ervices  ;  and  did,  with  strong  expressions  of  ctse  in  their  own  concerns  thersj  have  prevented 
gratitude  both  to  the  mother  of  the  nabob  and  such  unnatural  conduct  in  the  vizier.    He 
to  her  ministers,  fblly  acknowledge  the  same,  therefore  called  upon  me,  as  the  English  re- 
Which  remonstrance  of  the  mother  of  the  presentative  in  this  quarter,  to  inform  you  of 
nabob,  and  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and  this,  that  you  may  prevent  a  step  which  will 
Gordon,  are  annexed  to  this  charge  ;  and  the  destroy  all  confidence  in  the  English  nation 
said  Hastings  is  highly  criminal  for  not  hav-  throughout  Hindostan,  and  excite  the  bitterest 
ing  examined  into  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  resentment  in  all  those,  who  by  blood  are  con- 
remonstrance,  nected  with  the  house  of  Sufilar  Jung.' '    He 

concluded  by  saying  "  that  if  the  vizier  so 
LXXXI. — That  the  violent  proceedings  little  regarded  his  family  and  personal  hcmour, 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  diet  tend  to  im-  or  his  natural  duty,  as  to  wish  to  disgrace  his 
press  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  some  of  Other's  mother  for  a  sum  of  money,  let  him 
whom  were  allied  in  blood  to  the  oppressed  plunder  her  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  send 
wmnen  of  rank  aforesaid,  with  an  ill  opinion  her  safe  up  to  Delhi,  or  Agra,  and  poor  as  I 
of  the  faith,  honour,  and  decency  of  the  British  am,  I  will  furnish  subsistence  for  her,  which 
nation;  and  accordingly,  on  the  journey  afore-  she  shall  possess  with  safety  and  honour, 
said  made  by  the  nabob  from  Lucknow  to  though  it  cannot  be  adequate  to  her  rank.— 
Fyzabad,  in  which  the  said  nabob  did  restore.  This,  sir,  is  a  most  exact  detail  of  the  con- 
in  the  manner  before-mentioned,  the  confis-  versation  (as  far  as  related  to  that  afiair)  on 
eated  estates  of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  the  part  of  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn.  On  my 
and  did  afterwards  revoke  his  said  grant,  it  ap-  part  I  could  only  say,  that  I  imagined  the  a^ 
pears,  that  the  said  journey  did  cause  a  general  fair  was  misrepresented,  and  that  I  shouM 
alarm  (the  worst  motives  obtaining  the  most  write  as  he  requested.  Let  me  therefore  re- 
easy  credit  with  regard  to  any  future  proceed-  quest  that  you  will  enable  me  to  answer,  in  a 
ing  on  account  of  the  foregone  acts,)  and  more  effectual  manner,  any  further  questicms 
excited  great  indignation  among  the  ruling  on  this  subject." 
persons  of  the  adjacent  country ;   insomuch 

that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the  said  Warren  LXXXII.— "  As  Mirza  Shuffee's  grand- 
Hastings,  at  the  court  of  the  King  Shaw  Al-  fiuher  was  brother  to  Sufdar  Jung,  there  can 
lum  at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  be  no  doubt  of  what  his  declaration  meanSi 
to  Mr.  Bristow,  resident  at  Oude  as  follows :  and  if  this  measure  of  dismissing  the  old  b*> 
<»"  the  evening  of  the  7th,  at  a  conference  I  gum  should  be  persisted  in,  I  should  not,  fifon 
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dM  state  of  afikin,  and  the  character  of  the  self  an  accuser  of  the  resident  Middleton,  for 

Amir  of  Omrah,  be  surprized  at  some  inune-  the  want  of  a  literal  execution  of  his  orders  in 

daate  and  Tiolentresolutionbe  adopted  by  him."  the  plans  of  extortion  and  rapine  aforesaid; 

the  criminal  nature,  spirit,  and  tendency,  of  the 

LXXXIU.— That  Mirza  Shuflfee,  men-  said  proceedings,  for  the  defective  execution 

tioned  in  this  correspondence,  (who  has  since  of  which  he  brought  the  said  charge,  appear- 

been  murdered)  was  of  near  kindred  to  the  ing  in  the  defence  or  apology  made  by  Mr. 

lady  in  question  (grandmother  to  the  nabob,)  Middleton,  the  resident,  for  his   temporary 

was  resident  in  a  province  immediately  ad-  and  short  forbearances, 
joining  to  the  province  of  Oude,  and  from 

proximity  of  situation  and  nearness  of  con-  LXXXYI.— "  It  could  not,  I  flatter  my- 
nexion,  was  likely  to  have  any  intelligence  self,  be  termed  a  long  or  unwarrantable  delay, 
coooeming  his  female  relations  from  the  best  (two  days)  when  the  importance  of  the  bu- 
authority.  siness,  and  the  peculiar  embarrassments  at- 
tending the  prosecution  of  it  to  its  desired  end 
LXXXIV. — That  the  resident  Bristow,  are  considered.  The  nabob  was  son  to  tho 
oa  receiving  this  letter  did  apply  to  the  said  begum  whom  we  were  to  proceed  against ;  a 
Hyder  Beg  Cawn  for  an  explanation  of  the  son  against  a  mother  must  at  least  save  appear- 
nabob's  intentions,  who  denied,  that  the  na-  ancea  in  fua  mode  of  proceeding.  The  pro- 
bob  intended  more  than  a  visit  of  duty  and  duce  of  his  negotiation  was  to  be  received  by 
ceremony ;  which,  whatever  his  dispositions  the  company.  Receiving  a  benefit,  accom- 
might  have  been,  and  probably  were,  towards  panying  loe  nabob,  withdrawing  their  proteo- 
his  own  mother,  was  not  altogether  probable,  tion,  were  circumstances  sufficient  to  mark 
as.  it  was  well  known,  that  he  was  on  very  the  JEngUeh  as  the  principal  movers  in  this  6tt- 
bid  terms  with  the  mother  of  his  father  ;  and  nness.  At  a  court,  where  no  opportunity  is 
it  appears,  that  intentions  of  a  similar  nature  lost  to  throw  odium  on  us,  so  favourable  an 
had  been  before  manifested  even  with  regard  occasion  was  not  missed  to  persuade  the  nabob, 
Co  his  own  mother,  and  therefore  €A>tained  the  that  we  instigated  him  to  dishonour  his  family 
more  easy  credit  concerning  the  other  women  for  our  benefit.  The  impressions  made  by 
of  high  rank  aforesaid,  especially  as  the  evil  these  suggestions  constantly  retarded  the  pro- 
designs  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  abund-  gross  and  more  than  once  actually  broke  off 
antly  known  ;  and  that  the  said  Hastings,  upon  the  business ;  which  rendered  the  utmost  cau- 
whom  he  did  wholly  depend,  continued  to  re-  tion  on  my  part  necessary,  especially  as  I 
eommend  **  the  most  effectual,  that  is,  the  had  no  assistance  to  expect  from  the  ministers, 
most  violent,  means  for  the  recovery  of  the  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  business, 
small  remains  of  his  extorted  demand.'*  But  In  the  east  it  is  well  known  that  no  man, 
although  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  resident  either  by  himself  or  his  troops,  can  enter  the 
did  give  credit  to  the  said  report,  yet  the  efloct  walls  of  a  zenana,  scarcely  in  the  case  of  act- 
of  the  same  on  the  minds  of  the  nei^bouring  ing  against  an  open  enemy,  much  less  of  oit 
princes  did  make  it  proper  and  necessary  to  aUy  ;'~an  aUy  acting  against  his  own  mother, 
direct  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  same,  which  The  outer  walls,  and  the  begum's  agents, 
was  not  done  ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  were  all  that  were  liable  to  immediate  attack ; 
any  further  inquiry  was  made  into  the  true  mo-  they  were  dealt  with,  and  successfully,  as  the 
tivra  tor  this  projected  journey  to  Fyzabad,  event  proved." — "  He  had  before  observed  to 
nor  into  the  proceedings  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  correspondence,  what 
although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew,  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  to  be  true,  "that 
tkat  all  the  acts  of  the  nabob  and  his  principal  no  further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted 
ministers  were  constantly  attributed  to  him  ;  could  be  used  against  females  in  that  country ; 
and  that  it  was  known,  tluit  secret  agents,  as  where  force  could  be  employed  it  was  not 
well  as  the  company's  regular  agent,  were  em-  spared.  That  the  place  of  concealment  was 
ployed  by  him  at  Lucknow  and  other  places,  only  known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  couki 

not  be  drawn  out  of  the  women's  apartmentSi 

LXXXV. — That  the  said  Hastings,  who  where  they  had  taken  refuge,  and  from  which, 

did,  on  pretence  of  the  Majesty  of  justice,  re-  if  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  storm  them» 

fiise  to  inquire  into  the  charges  made  upon  the  they  might  escape  ;  and  the  secret  of  the  mo- 

female  parents  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  in  justi-  ney  being  known  only  to  them,  it  was  necev* 

finti**«>  of  the  violence  ofllered  to  them,  did  sary  to  get  their  persons  into  his  hands,  which 

volantarily  and  of  his  own  accord  make  bun*  ooiUd  be  obtained  by  negoUation  only."—- The 
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nsklent  concluded  his  defence  by  declaring  his  After  the  death  of  Shuja  IXmla,  most  of  his 

**  hope,  that  if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  ungrateful  servanU  were  constantly  labouring 

was  fulfilled,  he  should  be  no  longer  held  crimi-  to  gratify  their  enmity  ;  but  finding  from  the 

nal  for  a  deviation  from  the  precise  letter  of  firm  and  sincere  friendship,  which  subsisted 

tbem."  between  me  and  the  Englbh,  that  the  accom- 
plishment (^  their  purposes  was  frustrated, 

LXXX  VII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  they  formed  the  design  of  occasioning  a  breach 

ines  did  enter  a  reply  to  this  answer,  in  support  in  that  alliance,  to  insure  their  own  success. 

oThis  criminal  charge,  continuing  to  insist,  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  my  son  Asuf  ul 

'*  that  his  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally  Dowla  had  formerly  threatened  to  seize  my 

obeyed,"  although  he  did  not  deny,  that  the  jaghire  :  but  upon  producing  the  treaty  signed 

above  difficulties  occurred,  and  the  above  con-  by  you,  and  showing  it  to  Mr.  Middleton,  he 

sequences  must  have  been  the  result ;  and  interfered,  and  prevented  the  impending  evil, 

though  the  reports  of  the  military  officers  — The  conspiration  now  framed  an  accusation 

charged  with  the  execution  of  his  commission,  against  me  of  a  conduct,  which  I  had  never 

confirmed  the  moral  impossibility,  as  well  as  conceived  even  in  idea,  of  rendering  assist- 

inutility  in  point  of  profit,  of  forcing  a  son  to  ance  to  Rajah  Cheit  Sing.     The  particulars 

jgreator  violence  and  rigour  against  his  mother,  are  as  follow  : — My  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla  and 

his  ministers  with  troops  and  a  train  of  ar^ 
LXXXVIII. — That  the  said  Hastings,  tillery,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Middleton,  on 
after  all  the  acts  aforesaid,  did  presume  to  de-  the  16th  of  the  month  of  Mohurum,  arrived 
clare  on  record,  in  his  minute  of  the  23d  Sep-  at  Fyzabad,  and  made  a  demand  of  a  crore  of 
tember,  1783,  that  whatever  may  happen  of  the  rupees. — ^As  my  inability  to  pay  to  vast  a 
events,  which  he  dreads,  in  the  train  of  af-  ■  sum  was  manifest,  I  produced  the  treaty  y<m 
fiurs  now  subsisting,  he  shall  at  least  receive  signed  and  gave  me,  but  to  no  effect ;  their 
this  consolation  under  them,  that  he  used  his  hearts  were  determined  upon  violence.  I  ol^ 
utmost  exertions  to  prevent  them  ;  and  that  ferred  my  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla,  whose  will  is 
ia  the  annals  of  the  nations  of  India,  which  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches,  or  even  life 
have  been  subjected  to  the  British  dominions,  itself,  whatever  money  and  goods  1  was  poa- 
HE  shtdl  not  be  remembered  among  their  op^  sessed  of;  but  an  amicable  adjustment  seem- 
frenowt,^  And,  speaking  of  certain  alleged  ed  not  worth  accepting  ;  be  demanded  the  de- 
indignities  offered  to  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  livering  up  the  fort,  and  the  recall  of  the  troops, 
certain  alleged  suspicions  of  his  authority  with  that  were  stationed  for  the  preserving  the 
regard  to  the  management  of  his  household,  peace  of  the  city.  To  me  tumult  and  dis- 
he  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  minute,  cord  appeared  unnecessary.  I  gave  up  these 
endeavour  to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  British  points,  upon  which  they  seized  upon  my  bead 
nation,  severely  animadverting  on  such  o^  eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Behar  Ally 
fences,  making  use  of  the  following  terms  :  Cawn,  and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  afler 
^'  If  there  be  a  spark  of  generous  virtue  in  having  obliged  them  to  sign  a  bond  for  siz^ 
the  breasts  of  any  of  my  countrymen,  who  lacks  of  rupees  ;  they  were  thrown  into  pri^ 
shall  be  the  readers  of  this  compilation,  this  son,  with  fetters  upon  their  feet,  and  denied 
letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  finmi  the  nabob]  fi>od  and  water.  I,  who  had  never,  even  in 
shall  stand  for  an  instrument  to  awalcen  it  to  my  dreams,  experienced  such  an  oppression, 
the  call  of  vengeance  against  so  flagitious  an  gave  up  all  I  had  to  preserve  my  honour  and 
abuse  of  authority,  and  reproach  to  the  Bri-  dignity  :  but  this  would  not  satisfy  their  de- 
tish  name.  mands  ;  they  charged  me  with  a  rupee  and 

^_^  a  half  batta  upon  each  mohur,  and  on  this 

account  laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount 

From  her  EaceUeney  (he  Bhow  Begum  to  of  six  lacks  some  thousand  rupees,  and  sent 

Mr,  Bristowy  Reeident  at  the  Vmer^a  court.  Major  Gilpin  to  exact  the  payment.     Major 

Gilpin,  according  to  orders,  at  first  was  op- 
There  IS  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  portunate ;  but  being  a  man  of  experience, 
way  of  information  a  detail  of  my  sufferings,  and  of  a  benevolent  disposition,  when  fae  was 
From  common  report,  and  the  intelligence  of  convinced  of  my  want  of  means,  be  changed 
those  who  are  about  you,  the  account  of  them  his  conduct,  and  was  willing  to  apply  to  the 
will  have  reached  your  ears  j  I  will  here  re-  shroffs  and  bankers  to  lend  me  the  money. 
late  a  part  of  them.  But  with  tho  loss  of  my  jaghires,  my  cndU 
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wa  sunk :  I  could  not  raise  the  sum  ;  at  last,  Copy  qf  a  letttr  from   Colonel  Hannay    to 

feeling  my  helpless  situation,  I  collected  my  Jetoar  Ally  Cawn  and  Bahar  Ally  Caum, 
wardrobe  and  furniture,  to  the  amount  of  about 

three  lacks   of  rupees,  besides  fifly  thousand  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  friendly 

rupees,  which  I  borrowed  from  one  place  or  letter,  fraught  with  benevolence  ;  and  what- 

other,  and  sent  Major  Gilpin  with  it  to  Luck-  ever  favours  you,  my  friends,  have  been  pleased 

now.    My  sufferings  did  not  terminate  here,  to  confer  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  afforded  ne 

The  disturbances  of  Colonel  Hannay  and  Mr.  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Gordon  were  made  a  pretence  for  seizing  my  Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  friendshipi 

jagfaire.     The  state  of  the  matter  is  this  ;  I  am  in  expectation,  that  the  aforesaid  gentle* 

when  Colonel  Hannay  was  by  Mr.  Hastings  man,  with  his  baggage  will  arrive  at  Fyzabad 

ordered  to  march  to  Benares  during  the  troubles  in  safety,  that  the  same  may  oblige  and  afford 

ofCbeit  Sing,  the  Colonel,  who  had  plundered  satisfaction  to  me.    A  letter  from  Mr.  Gor- 

the  whole  country^  tuaa  incapable  of  proceeding ,  don  is  enclosed  to  you— -I  am  in  expectation 

from  the  tadon  of  thousands  ofzemindarSj  who  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a  cover  to  the  ai/mil 

had  aeixed  Oiis  favourable  opportunity  ,*  they  of  Saundaj  to  the  end  that  the  aumil  may  for^ 

harrassed  Mr.  Gordon  near  Junivard,  imd  the  ward  it  to  the  above  mentioned  gentlensMUli 

zemindars  ofthatplaceandAcberpore  opposed  and  procure  his  reply.    Whenever  the  an- 

his  march  from  thence,  till  he  arrived  near  swer  arrives  let  it  be  delivered  to  Hoolas  Roy, 

Sanda.     As  the  Sanda  Nutta,  from  its  over^  who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

flowing,  was  difficult  to  cuross  without  a  boat,  Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  respecting 

Mr.  Gordon  sent  to  the  fouzdar  to  supply  your  health.     (Continue  to  honoor  me  with 

him  :  he  replied,  the  boats  were  all  in  the  your  correspondence, 
river,  but  would  according  to  orders  assist 

him  as  soon  as  possible.    Mr.  Gordon's  situ-  Copy  of  a  letter  from   Colonel  HanMy  to 

ation   would  not  admit  of  his  waiting  ;  he  Jewar  and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn, 
forced  the  Nutta  upon  his  elephant,  and  was 

hospitably  entertained  and  protected  by  the  Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends,  remain 
fouzdar  for  six  days.  In  the  mean  time  a  let-  under  the  protection  of  God. 
ter  was  received  by  me  from  Colonel  Hannay,  Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindness 
desiring  me  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad.  accompanied  by  an  honorary  letter  from  the 
As  my  friendship  for  the  English  was  always  begum  saib,  of  exalted  dignity,  and  enclosing 
sincere,  I  readily  complied,  and  sent  some  a  letter  trcm  Mr.  Gordon,  sent  through  yoor 
companies  of  nejeebs  to  escort  Mr.  Gordon,  hircarahs,  obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 
and  all  his  effects,  to  Fyzabad  ;  where,  having  With  respect  to  what  you  communicate  re- 
provided  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected  his  garding  your  not  having  received  an  answer 
junction  with  Colonel  Hannay.  The  letters  to  your  friendly  epistle,  I  became  perfectly 
of  thanks  I  received  from  both  these  gentlemen  astonished  as  a  reply  was  written  from  Mo- 
npon  this  occasion  are  still  in  my  possession ;  hadree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  danger  of  the 
copies  of  which  I  gave  in  diarge  to  Major  road,  that  it  never  arrival ;  not  to  die  small- 
GKlpin,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Middleton,  est  neglect  on  my  side  (or  of  mine.) 
that  he  might  forward  them  to  the  govemour-  I  now  send  two  letters  to  you  ;  one  by  tlie 
general.  To  be  brief,  those,  who  have  load-  dawk  people,  and  the  second  by  one  of  my 
ed  me  with  accusations,  are  now  clearly  con-  hircarahs  (who  will  present  them  to  yon) 
victed  of  fklsehood.  But  is  it  not  extraordi-  which  you  certainly  will  receive, 
nary,  notwithstanding  the  justness  of  my  cause,  I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased 
that  nobody  relieves  my  misfortunes  ?  Why  with  the  friendship  you  have  shown, 
did  Major  Gilpin  return  without  effect  ?  You  wrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy 
My  prayers  have  been  constantly  offered  to  concerning  Mr.  Gordon. — Verily,  from  the 
heaven  for  your  arrival ;  report  has  announced  kindness  of  you,  my  indulgent  friends,  my 
It ;  for  which  reason  I  have  taken  up  the  pen,  heart  is  quite  easy.  You  also  observed  alki 
and  request  you  will  not  place  implicit  con-  mentioned,  that  as  Mr.  Gordon's  coming  with 
fidence  in  my  accusers,  but  weighing  in  the  those  attached  to  him  (probably  his  sepoys 
scale  of  justice  their  falsehoods  and  my  repre-  and  others)  might  be  attended  with  diflScolty, 
sentations,  yon  will  exert  your  influence  in  if  I  approved  he  should  be  be  invited  alone  to 
patting  a  period  to  the  misfortunes  with  which  Fyzabad.— My  friends,  I  place  my  expeeta- 
[  am  overwhelmed.  tions  entirely  upon  your  friendships,  and  ie«fv 
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h  to  you  to  tdopt  the  nwiiner,  in  which  the 
■aid  gentleman  may  arrive  in  security  with- 
out molestation  at  Fyzabad  ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  let  the  plan  be  so  managed,  that  it  may 
ftot  come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  zemindars  ; 
in  this  case,  you  are  men  of  discernment. 
However,  he  is  to  come  to  Fyzabad ;  extend 
your  assistance  and  endeavours. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  begum  saib,  of  high 
dignity,  has  received  authentic  intelligence 
firom  the  camp  at  Benares.  Favour  me  with 
the  contents  or  purport. 

From  Mr.  Gordon^s  letter,  I  understand, 
that  Mirza  Imaum  Baksh,  whom  you  des- 
patched thither  (Saunda)  has  and  still  con- 
tinues to  pay  great  attention  to  that  gentle- 
man ;  which  affords  me  great  pleasure. 

An  answer  to  the  begum's  letter  is  to  be 
presented.  I  also  send  a  letter  (torn  Mr.  Gor- 
don, which  please  to  forward. 

An  addnu  from    Colonel  Hannay   to  the 

Begum* 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  gene- 
rosity, &c.  whom  God  preserve. 

Tour  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  and 
benevolence,  that  through  your  unbounded  ge- 
nerosity and  goodness  was  sent  through  grace 
and  &vour,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  in  a 
fortunate  moment;  and  whatever  you  were 
pleased  to  write  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  "  that 
as  at  this  time  the  short-sighted  and  deluded 
ryots  had  carried  their  disturbances  and  ra- 
vages beyond  all  bounds,  Mr.  Gordon*s  com- 
ing with  his  whole  people  (or  adherents) 
might  be  attended  with  difficulty ;  and  there- 
fore, if  I  chose,  he  should  be  invited  to  come 
alone."  Now,  as  your  highness  is  the  best 
judge,  your  faithful  servant  reposeth  his  most 
unlMunded  hopes  and  expectation  upon  your 
highness,  that  the  aforesaid  Mr.  GoHon  may 
arrive  at  Fyzabad  without  any  apprehension 
or  danger.  I  shall  be  then  extremely  honoured 
and  obliged. 

Considering  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and 
fiiithfbl  servant,  continue  to  h<mour  and  exalt 
me  by  your  letters. 

What  further  can  I  say  ? 

A  copy  of  an  addre$»  from  Mr,  Gordon  to 
the  Begum, 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  gene- 
rosity, whom  God  preserve. 

After  presenting  the  usual  professions  of 
aervitode,  &c.  in  the  cust<miary  manner  mj 
address  is  presented. 


Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  peti- 
tion of  your  servant  from  Goondah,  exalted 
me.  From  the  contents,  I  became  unspetk- 
ably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred. 
May  the  Almighty  protect  that  royal  purity, 
and  bestow  happiness,  increase  of  wealth,  aod 
prosperity. 

The  wel&re  of  your  servant  is  entirely 
owing  to  your  favour  and  benevolence.  A  few 
days  have  elapsed  since  I  arrived  at  Goondah 
with  the  Colonel  Saib. 

This  is  presented  for  your  highness's  infor- 
mation. I  cherish  hopes  firom  your  generosity, 
that,  considering  me  in  the  light  of  one  6f 
your  servants,  you  will  always  continue  to 
exalt  and  honour  me  with  your  gracious 
letters. 

May  the  sim  of  prosperity  continually 
shine! 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mahommed  Jewar  AUg 
Cawn  and  Bahar  jiUy  Cawnj  from  Mr* 
Gordon, 

Sirs,  my  indtflgent  firiends^ 
Remain  under,  &c«  &c« 

After  complimMits.  I  hare  (he  pleasure 
to  acquaint  you,  that  yesterday,  having  taken 
leave  of  you,  I  passed  the  night  at  Noorgunge, 
and  the  next  morning  about  ten  or  eleven 
o*clock,  through  your  fiivour  and  benevolence, 
arrived  safe  at  Goondah ;  Mur  Aboo  Buksh, 
zemindar,  and  Mur  Rustum  Ally,  accompa- 
nied me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of 
you,  my  beneficent  firiends  ?  May  the  Supreme 
Being,  for  this  benign,  compassicMiate,  humane 
action,  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and  increase 
your  prosperity,  and  speedily  grant  me  the 
pleasure  of  an  interview.  Until  which  time 
continue  to  favour  roe  with  fi-iendly  letters, 
and  oblige  me  by  any  conunands  in  my  power 
to  execute. 

May  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with 
success ! 

My  compliments,  &c.  &c.  &c 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from    Cohnd-  Bannay  !• 
Jewar  AUy  Cawn  and  Bahar  AUy  (haan, 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends, 
Remain  under  theprotectionof  the  Supreme 
Being. 

After  compliments,  and  signifying  my  earn- 
est desire  of  an  interview,  I  address  you. 

Tour  fiiendly  letter,  fiaught  with  kindness, 
I  had  the  pleasure  to  receiTe  in  a  propitioas 
hour,  and  your  inexpressible  kindness  in  send* 
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lag  tor  Mar  Nassar  AUj  with  a  force  to  the  small  remains  of  hit  territocy  mider  a  ■•• 

Sannda,  tor  the  purpose  of  onxlucting  Mr.  questrator  or  collector  appointed  by  Almas 

Gordon,  with  all  his  baggage,  who  is  now  an*  Ali  KMn,  who  did  grievously  afflict  and  op* 

rived  at  Fyzabad.  press  the  prince  and  territory  aforesaid. 

This  event  has  afforded  me  the  most  exces-  That  the  hardships  of  his  case  being  fro- 

sive  pleasure  and  satisfaction.    May  the  Om-  quently  represented  to  Warren  Hastings,  £s- 

nipotence  preserve  you,  my  steadfast    firm  quire,  he  did  suggest  a  doubt,  whether  "  that 

fiiends.     The  pen  of  firiendship  itself  cannot  little  ought  to  be  still  subject  to  tribute,"  indi- 

sofficiently  express  your  generosity  and  bene-  eating,  that  the  said  tribute  might  be  hard  and 

volence,  uid  that  of  the  begum  of  high  dignity,  inequitable;  but  whatever  its  justice  might 

who  so  graciously  has  interested  herself  in  have  been,  that  "  from  the  earlieai  period  of 

this  matter.    Enclosed  is  an  address  for  her,  our  cmmection  with  the  present  nabob  of  Oude, 

which  please  to  forward.    I  h<^  from  your  it  htd  invariably  omtinued  a  part  of  the  funds 

friendship,  until  we  meet,  you  will  continue  to  assigned  by  his  excellency  as  a  provision  for 

hcmour  me  with  an  account  of  your  health  and  the  liquidation  <^  the  several  public  demands 

welfiu-e.    What  further  can  I  write  1  o£  thia  government  (Calcutta)  upon  hkn ;  aad 

in  cmisequence  of  the  powers  the  board  deem- 
ed it  expedient  to  vest  in  the  resident  at  hia 
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ccMirt,  finr  the  collection  of  the  company's  a** 
signments,  a  sezauwil  [a  sequestrator]  haa 


always  been  stationed  to  enforce,  by  every 

I. — That  a  prince  called  Ahmed  KhAn  means  in  his  power,  the  payment  of  the  tri» 

was  ofa&mily  amongst  the  most  distinguish-  bote."    And  the  said  tribute  was,  in  conse- 

ed  in  Hindostan,  and  of  a  nation  ftmous  quoice  of  this  arrangement,  not  paid  to  the 

through  that  empire  for  its  valour  in  acquiring,  nabob,  but  to  the  British  resident  at  Oude  9 

and  its  polii^  and  prudence  in  well  governing,  and  the  same  being  therefore  under  the  dirao* 

the  territories  it  had  acquired,  calleid  the  Pa-  tion.  and  for  the  sole  use,  of  the  coii^>aay,  and 

tans,  or  Afghans,  of  which  the  Rohillas  were  indeed  the  prince  himself  wholly  dependent^ 

a  branch.     The  said  Ahmed  KMn  had  fixed  the  representatives  of  the  said  company  wera 

his  residence  in  the  city  of  Farruckabad,  and  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the  prince, 

in  the  first  wars  of  this  nation  in  India  the  and  for  the  good  government  of  the  country, 
said  Ahmed  Kh4n  attached  himself  to  the 

company  against  Shuja  Dowla,  then  an  enemy,  11.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 

now  a  dependent  on  that  company.    Ahmed  on  the  22d  <^May,  1780,  represent  to  the 

KUUi,  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  was  dis-  board  of  Calcutta  the  condition  of  the  said 


of  a  large  part  of  his  dominions  by  country,  in  the  following  manner 
the  prevalence  of  the  Mahratta  power :  but        **  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity 

Us  son,  a  minor,  succeeded  to  his  pretensions,  or  authorUy  in  his  government  (the  Farrucka- 

and  to  the  remainder  <^  his  dominions.    The  bad  government)  among  other  obvunu  eouaeef 

Mahrattas  were  expelled  by  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  it  may,  no  doubt,  be  owing,  that  the  country 

the  late  vizier,  who,  finding  a  want  of  the  ser-  of  Farruckabad  is  become  an  almo&t  enUr* 

vices  of  the  son  and  successour  of  Ahmed  watte,  vntkout  cuUiva^on  or  inhabitatUs ;  that 

KUUi,  called  Mouzaffer  Jung,  did  not  only  the  capital,  which,  but  a  very  shorttimeago,  was 

gnaran^  him  ih  the  possession  of  what  be  distinguished  as  one  of  the  moatpoptdtm*  and 

then  actually  held,  but  engaged  to  restore  all  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindostan,  at 

the  other  territories,  which  had  been  occupied  present  exhibits  nothing  6tt<  scenes  of  the  most 

by  the  Mahrattas:  and  this  was  confirmed,  by  wretched  poverty,  desolation,  and    misery: 

repeated  treaties  and  solemn  oaths  by  the  late  and  the  nai)ob  himself,  though  in  possession 

vizier  and  by  the  present ;  but  neith«'  the  late  of  a  tract  of  country,  which  with  only  com» 

nor  the  presrat  vizier  fulfilled  their  engage-  mon  care,  is  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an 

meots,  or  observed  their  oaths :  the  former  annual  revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty 

hacring  withheld  what  he  stipulated  to  restore,  lacks  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand  pounds) 

and  the  latter  not  <mly  subjecting  him  to  a  with  no  vdHtary  eatabUtkment  to  ntmntaxHf 

trSbnte,  instead  of  restoring  him  to  what  his  eearetiy  commanding  the  meane  of  bare  eub^ 

fiOber  had  unjustly  withheld,  but  having  made  netenee,**    And  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

a  fintber  invasion  by  depriving  him  of  fifteen  taking  into  consideration  the  said  state  of  the 

of  Us  districts,  levying  the  tribute  of  the  country,  and  its  prince,  and  that  the  latter  had 

tdwle  00  the  little  that  remained,  and  putting  vr^erred  frequent  oompiamU^  (which  oom* 
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^kintB  the  nid  Hastiiiffl  to  that  time  did  not  as  before  and  after,  the  said  Hastinfi,  irib 
lay  before  the  board,  as  his  duty  required)  pretended  not  to  dare  to  reliere  those  oppress 
**  o/*  the  kardthipa  and  indignitietj  to  which  ed  by  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  assume  a  com- 
be is  subjected  by  the  conduct  of  the  sezauwil  plete  authority  over  the  said  nabob  himself, 
[sequestrator]  stationed  in  the  country  for  the  and  did  dare  to  oppress  him. 
purpose  of  levying  the  annual  tribute,  which 

he  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  soubah  of  IV.— >That  the  second  principle,  assumed 

Oude ;  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  de-  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as  ground  for 

«lare  himself  "  extremely  desirous,  as  well  voluntarily  abandoning  the  protection  of  those 

firom  motives  o/*  common  justtetf  as  due  regard  whom  he  had  before  undertaken  to  relieve,  on 

to  the  rcmk  v>hieh  that  chief  hotde  among  the  the  eole  strength  of  hie  oton  authority^  and  in 

princee  t^f  Hindoatanj  of  affording  him  relief."  full  confidence  of  the  lawful  foundation  there> 

And  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the  of,  and  for  delivering  over  the  persons  so  tak- 

means  of  the  said  relief,  did,  with  the  consent  en   into  protection,  under  fake  names  aod 

of  the  board,  order  the  said  native  sequestra-  pretended  descriptions,  to  known  oppressioD, 

tor  to  be  removed,  and  an  English  resident,  a  asserting,  that  the  reputation  of  the  company 

servant  of  the  company,  to  be  appointed  in  his  was  saved  by  removing  this  apparent  partici- 

room,  declaring,  "  he  understood  a  local  inter*  pation,  when  the  new,  as  well  as  the  old,  ar- 

ibrence  to  be  indiepensaNy  necessary  for  rear  rangements  were  truly  and  substantially  acts 

Using  the  vizier's  just  demands."  of  the  British  government,  was  disingenuous, 

deceitful,  and  used  to  cover  unjustifiable  de- 
III.— That  the  said  native  sequestrator bemg  signs,  since  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well 
withdrawn,  and  a  resident  appointed,  no  com-  knew,  that  all  oppressions  exercised  by  the 
plaint  whatever  concerning  the  collection  of  nabob  of  Oude  were  solely,  and  in  this  in- 
the  revenue,  or  of  any  indignities  offered  to  stance  particularly,  upheld  by  Briti^  force, 
the  prince  of  the  country,  or  oppression  of  and  were  imputed  to  this  nation ;  and  because 
Us  subjects  by  the  said  resident,  was  made  to  he  himself,  in  not  more  than  three  days  after 
the  superiour  council  at  Calcutta ;  yet  ihe  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtue 
iaid  Warren  Hastings  did,  nevertheless,  in  a  thereof,  did  direct  the  British  resident  at 
certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty  made  Oude  in  orders,  to  which  he  required  his  mM 
at  Chunar  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  on  the  19th  implicit  o6edtence,  "  that  the  ministers  (the 
of  September,  1781,  at  the  request  of  the  nabob  of  Oude's  ministers)  are  to  choose  off 
said  nabob,  conserrt  to  an  article  therein, "  that  aumils  and  collectors  of  revenue  with  year 
Bo  English  resident  be  appointed  to  Farrucka-  concurrence."  And  the  dishonour  to  the  corn- 
bad,  and  liiat  the  present  be  recalled ;"  and  pany  in  thus  deceitfully  concurring  in  oppres- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  sion,  which  they  were  able  and  were  bound  to 
nabob  of  Oude  was  ill  affected  towards  the  prevent,  is  much  aggravated  by  the  said  War- 
said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  that  he  was  ren  Hastings's  receiving  fi-om  the  person,  to 
already  supposed  to  have  oppressed  him,  did  whose  oppression  he  had  delivered  the  said 
justify  his  conduct  on  the  principles,  and  in  prince,  as  a  private  gift  or  donation  to  him- 
ttie  words  following  :  "  that  if  the  nabob  Mo-  self,  and  for  his  own  use,  a  sum  of  rooneyy 
zaffer  Jung  muat  endure  oppression,  {and  I  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
dare  not  at  tMs  time  propote  his  total  rdief)  it  and  upwards,  which  might  give  just  ground 
concerns  the  reputation  of  our  government  to  <^  suspicion,  diat  the  said  gift  from  the  op- 
remove  our  parHeipation  in  it"  And  the  said  pressour  to  the  person  surrendering  the  per- 
Warren  Hastings  making,  recording,  and  act-  son  injured  to  his  mercy,  might  have  had 
ing  upon  the  first  of  the  said  false  and  inhu-  some  share  in  the  said  erimiaal  transaction, 
man  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to  this  na- 
tion, namely,  that  princes  paying  money  V. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
wholly  for  the  use  of  the  company,  and  di-  (in  die  paper  justifying  the  said  surr^ider  of 
rectly  to  its  agent,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prince,  put  by  himself  under  the  proteo- 
British  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power  the  tion  of  the  East-India  company)  assert, 
said  revenue  was  in  effect  collected,  must  of  **•  that  it  was  a  fact,  that  the  nabob  Mnzzattor 
necessity  endure  oppression,  and  that  our  go-  Jung  (the  nabob  of  Farruckabad)  is  equally 
yemment  at  any  time  dare  not  propose  their  urgent  with  the  nabob  vizier  fw  the  removal 
Mai  relief,  was  an  high  offence  and  misde-  of  a  resident,"  without  producing,  as  be 
meanour  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  ought  to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove 
the  rather,  because  in  the  said  treaty,  as  well  his  improbable  assertion,  namely,  his  assertioa 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGS.  168 

that  the  oppressed  prince  did  apply  to  his  senrant  of  theconpany,  (and  nothing  appears 
known  enemy  and  oppressour,  the  nabob  of  to  show  him  otherwise)  to  a  judicial  office  of 
Oude,  (who,  if  he  would,  was  not  able  t  j  re-  high  trust ;  thereby  taking  away  all  credit 
lieve  him  against  the  will  of  the  English  go-     from  any  grounds  asserted  or  insinuated  b^ 

vernment)  rather  than  to  that  English  govern-  the  said  Hastings  for  delivering  the  said  nabob 

ment,  which  he  must  have  conceived  to  be  of  Farruckabad  to  the  hand  ofa  known  enemy 

more  impartial,  to  which  he  had  made  his  and  oppressour,  who  had  already,  contrary  to 

former  complaint,  and  which  was  alone  able  to  repeated  treaties,  deprived  him  of  a  large  part 

reUeve  him.  of  his  territories. 

VI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in         VII. — That  on  the  said  Warren  Hastings's 

the  said  writingi  did  further  convey  an  insinu-  representation  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  lo 

ation  of  an  ambiguous,  but  on  any  construe-  the  court  of  directors,  they  did  heavily  and 

tion,  of  a  suspicious  and  dangerous  import ;  justly  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for 

viz.  "  it  is  a  fact,  that  Mr.  Shee's  (the  resi-  the  same,  and  did  convey  their  censure  to  him, 

denOs)  authority  over  the  territory  of  Far-  recommending  relief  to  the  sufibring  prince, 

ruckabad  is  in  itself  as  much  subversive  of  but  without  any  order  for  sending  a  new^esi- 

that  {of  tht  lawful  rulers)  as  that  of  the  vi-  dent ;  being,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  prevent- 

zier's  aumil  (collector)  ever  was,  and  is  the  ed  from  taking  that  step  by  the  faith  <^  the 

more  opprestive,  as  the  power  from  whence  it  treaty  made  at  Chunar. 
is  derived  is  greater."    The  said  assertion 

proceeds  from  a  supposition  of  the  illegality         VIII.— That  all  the  oppressions  foreseen 

both  of  the  nabob's  and  the  company's  govern-  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  he 

roent ;  all  consideration  of  the  title  to  authority  made  the  article  aforesaid  in  the  treaty  of  Chu- 

being  therefore,  on  that  supposition,  put  out  nar,  did  actually  happen  ;  for,  immediately  on 

of  the  question,  and  the  whole  turning  only  the  removal  of  the  British  resident,  the  coun^ 

upon  the  exercise  of  authority,  the  said  Hast-  try  of  Farruckabad  was  subjected  to  the  dis- 

ing*s  suggestion,  that  the  oppression  of  go-  cretion  of  a  certain  native  manager  of  reve- 

▼emment  must  be  in  proportion  to  its  power,  nue,  called  Almas  AH  Khan,  who  did  im- 

is  the  result  of  a  false  and  dangerous  princi-  poverish  and  oppress  the  country,  and  insult 

pie,  and  such  as  it  is  criminal  for  any  person  the  prince,  and  did  deprive  him  of  all  subsis- 

mtrusted  with  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men,  tence  from  his  own  estates  ,*  taking  from  him 

to  entertain,  much  more  publicly  to  profess  as  even  his  gardens,  and  the  tombs  of  his  ances* 

a  rule  of  action,  as  the  same  hath  a  direct  tors,  and  the  funds  for  maintaining  the  same, 
tendency  to  make  the  new  and  powerful  go- 

▼enunent  of  this  kingdom  in  India  dreadflil  to  IX.—* That,  on  complaint  of  those  proceed* 
the  natives,  and  odious  to  the  world.  But  if  ings,  the  said  Hastings  did,  of  his  oyvn  au- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  mean  thereby  thority,  and  without  communicating  with  his 
indirectly  to  insinuate,  that  oppressions  had  council,  direct  the  native  collector  aforesaid  to 
been  actually  exercised  under  the  British  au-  be  removed,  and  the  territory  of  Farruckabad 
thority,  he  was  bound  to  inquire  into  these  op-  to  be  left  to  the  sole  management  of  its  natu- 
pressions,  and  to  animadvert  on  the  person  ral  prince.  But  in  a  short  time  the  said 
gnihy  of  the  same,  if  proof  thereof  could  be  Hastings,  pretending  to  receive  many  com- 
had  ;  and  the  more,  as  the  authority  was  given  plaints,  purporting  that  the  tribute  to  the  na* 
by  himself,  and  the  person  exercising  it  was  by  bob  remained  wholly  unpaid,  and  the  agent  to 
himself  also  named.  And  the  said  Warren  the  prince  of  Farruckabad  at  the  presidency, 
Hastings  did  on  another  occasion  assert,  that  and  afterwards  chief  manager  to  the  prince 
"  whether  they  were  well  or  ill  founded,  he  aforesaid,  having,  as  the  said  Warren  Host- 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain."  But  ings  saith,  "  had  the  insolence  to  propagate  a 
it  is  not  true,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  or  report  thut  the  interference^  to  which  hismas- 
eooM  want  such  opportunity ;  the  fact  being,  ter  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  /jwr- 
tfaat  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  never  chased  through  him,"  he  the  said  Hastmgs  did 
cause  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  any  sup-  again  (but,  as  before,  without  the  council) 
posed  abuses,  during  the  said  residency,  but  "  withdraw  his  protection  and  interference  al- 
did  give  a  pension  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  together"  on  or  id>out  the  month  of  August, 
year  to  the  said  late  resident,  as  a  compensa-  1782,  and  did  signify  his  resolution,  through 
tion  to  him  for  an  injury  received,  and  did  sS-  the  resident  Middletcm,  to  the  nabob  vizier, 
terwards  promote  the  resident,  as  a  fiiithful  But  the  said  Hastings  asserts  **  that  the  con- 

Vot.  111.-11. 
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■eqnence  of  thb  Ms  own  leooikl  dereliction  of  ceived,  added  to  the  oammdion  I  hone  LONG 

the  prince  of  Tamickabad  was  am  aggravated  SINCE  entertained  of  the  necessity  of  such 

renewed  of  the  severities  exercised  against  his  an  ajtpoiniment  for  the  preservation  of  ourna- 

government,  and  the  re-appointment  of  a  se-  tional  credity  and  the  means  of  rescuing  an  an- 

2a  wall,  with  powers  delegated  or  assumed,  to  cient  and  respectable  family  from  ruin." 

the  lUter  extinction  of  the  rights  of  Muzutfer  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length 

Junt;,  and  actually  depriving  him  of  the  means  perform  what  he  thought  had  long  since  beet 

of  subsistence."     And  the  i»aid  Hastings  did  necessary,  and  in  contradiction  to  his  engage- 

receive,  on  the  16ih  of  F^ebruary,  1783,  from  roents  with  the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  Cbunar; 

the  prince  aforesaid,  a  bitter  complaint  of  the  and  against  his  strong  remonstrances,  urging 

same  to  the  following  tenour :  his  humiliation  from  this  measure,  and  the 

"  The  miseries  which  have  fallen  upon  my  faith  of  the  agreement,  and  against  his  own 

country,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  which  former  declaration,  that  it  concerned  the  repii- 

have  been  heaped  upon  me  by  the  re-appoint-  tat  ion  of  our  government  to  remove  our  par- 

ment  of  the  sezawall  are  such,  that  a  relation  ticipation  in  the  oppressions,  which  he,  the 

of  them  would,   I   am  convinced,  excite  the  said  Hastings,  supposed  the  prince  of  Far- 

strongest    feelings  of  compassion    in    your  ruckabad  must  undergo,  did  once  more  rocom- 

breast.     But  it  is  impossible  to  relate  them  ;  mend  to  the  council  a  British  resident  at  Far- 

on  one  side,  my  country  ruined,  and  uncuU  ruckabad,  and  the  withdrawing  the  native  se* 

tivated,  to  a  degree  of  desolation  which  ex-  zawall ;  no  course  being  left  to  the  saidHast- 

ceeds  all  description ;  on  the  other,  my  do-  ings  to  take,  which  was  not  a  violation  of 

mestic  concerns  and  connections  involved  in  some  engagement,  and  a  cootradicti<Mi  to  some 

such  a  state  of  distress  and  horrour^  that  even  principle  of  justice  and  policy  by  him  delibe- 

the  relations,  the  children,  and  the  wives  of  my  rately  advanced,  uid  entered  on  record. 

fcUher,  are  starving  in  want  of  daily  breads  That  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  resident, 

and  are  on  the  point  of  flying  voluntary  exiks  and  having  arrived  at  Farruckabad  on  the25tb 

from  their  country,  and  from  each  other.**  of  February,  1784,  with  instructioDs  to  inquire 

But  although  the  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  minutely  into  the  state  of  the  country  and  the 
16th  of  February,  receive  and  admit  the  jus-  ruling  fsunily,  he,  the  said  resideirt  Willes,  in 
tice  of  the  said  complaint,  and  did  not  deny  obedience  thereto,  did  fully  explain  to  him,  the 
the  urgent  necessity  of  redress,  the  said  let-  govemour-general,ihesaid  Warren  Hastings, 
ter  containing  the  following  sentence  :  ''if  (be  being  then  out  of  the  company's  provin- 
there  should  by  any  delay  in  your  acceptance  ces,  at  Lucknow,  on  a  delegation,  wluch  re- 
of  this  proposal,  my  existence  and  the  existence  spected  this  very  country  as  part  of  the  de- 
of  my  family  will  become  difficult  and  doubtful:^*  pendencies  of  Oude)  the  situation  of  the  pro- 
and  although  he  did  admit  the  interference  to  vince  of  Farrucki^iad ;  but  the  said  Wvreo 
be  the  more  urgently  demanded,  "  as  the  ser-  Hastings  did  not  take  or  recommend  any  mea- 
vices  of  the  English  troops  have  been  added  sure  whatsoever  for  the  relief  thereof  in  con- 
to  enforce  the  authority  of  the  sezawall,"  and  sequence  of  the  said  representation ;  nor  even 
although  he  admits  also,  that  even  before  that  communicate  to  the  council-general  the  sakl 
time  similar  complaints  and  applications  had  representation  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  28tb 
been  made,  yet  he  did  withhold  the  said  letter  of  June,  1783,  that  is,  sixteen  months  from 
of  complaint,  a  minute  of  which  he  asserts  he  the  arrival  of  the  resident  at  his  station,  that 
had,  at  or  about  that  time,  prepared  for  the  re-  any  thing  was  laid  before  the  board  relative 
lief  of  the  sufferer,  firom  the  board  of  council,  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  tho  distressed 
and  did  not  so  much  as  propose  any  thing  re-  country  aforesaid,  and  that,  not  firom  the  said 
lative  to  the  same  for  seven  months  after,  viz.  Warren  Hastings,  but  from  other  members  of 
until  the  6th  of  October,  1783 ;  the  said  letter  the  council ;  which  purposed  neglect  of  doty, 
and  minute  being,  as  he  asserts,  "  withheld,  jomed  to  the  preceding  wilful  delay  of  seven 
from  causes  not  necessary  to  mention,  from  months  in  proposing  the  said  relief  originally^ 
presentation.'*  By  which  means  the  said  caused  near  two  years  delay.  And  Uie  sud 
country  and  prince  did  suffer  a  long  continu-  Warren  Hastings  is,  further  culpable  in  not 
ance  of  unnecessary  hardship,  from  which  tho  commtmicating  to  the  council  board  the  mder, 
said  Hastings  confessed  it  was  his  duty  to  re-  which  he  had,  of  his  own  authority,  and  witb> 
lieve  them,  and  that  a  British  resident  was  out  any  powers  from  them,  given  to  the  sud 
necessary  at  Farruckabad  "  from  a  sense  ot  resident  Willes,  and  did  thereby  prevent  then 
•submission  to  the  implied  orders  of  the  court  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  counteract  the 
of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  1783,  lately  re-  ill  effects  of  the  said  order ;  which  order  pur- 
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ported  that  the  said  Willes  was  not  to  inter-  him  from  a  minister  of  the  company,  depen- 
fere  with  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad's  go-  dant  on  the  governour-general  in  council,  to  a 
vemment,  for  the  regulation  of  which  he  was  dependant  upon  an  unresponsible  power  ;  in 
in  effect  appointed  to  tlie  residency ;  declaring  this  also  acting  without  the  council,  and  by 
as  follows  :  I  rtly  much  on  your  moderation  his  own  usurped  authority  :  and  accordingly 
and  good  judgment,  which  I  hope  will  enable  the  resident  did  declare  in  his  letter  of  the 
you  to  regulate  your  conduct  towards  the  na-  24th  of  April,  1785,  "that  the  situation  of 
bob  and  his  servants  in  such  a  manner,  that,  the  country  was  more  distressful  than  when 
vnthout  interfering  in  the  exectUive  part  of  his  he  (the  prince  of  Farruckabad)  addressed  him- 
govemmentf  you  may  render  him  essential  self  for  relief  in  1783,  and  that  he  was  sorry 
service  by  your  council  and  advice."  And  this  to  say,  that  his  appointment  at  Farruckabad 
restriction  the  said  Hastings  did  impose,  was  of  no  use."  That  though  the  okl  tribute 
which  totally  frustrated  the  purpose  of  the  re-  could  not  be  paid,  owing  to  famine,  and  other 
sident's  mission,  though  he  well  knew,  and  causes,  it  was  increased  by  a  new  imposition, 
had  frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  making  the  whole  equal  the  entire  gross  pro- 
and  weakness  of  the  said  nabob  of  Farrucka-  duce  of  the  revenue ;  and  therefore  there  will 
bad,  and  his  subjection  to  unworthy  servants,  not  be  "  any  thing  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
And  in  the  minute  of  consultation,  upon  which  nabob  and  family.''^  And  the  uncles  of  the 
he  founded  the  appointment,  he  did  state  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the 
nabob  of  Farruckabad  ''  as  a  weak  and  unex-  late  Ahmed  Khan  (who  had  rendered  import- 
perienced  young  man,  who  had  abandoned  him-  ant  services  to  the  company)  and  their  chil- 
self  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  his  servants  ;  dren,  in  a  petition  to  the  resident,  represented, 
and  the  restoration  of  his  independence  was  that  soon  after  the  succession  of  Mouzaffer 
followed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engagements  Jung  '*  their  misery  commenced.  The  jag- 
he  had  promised  to  fulfil,  attended  by  pointed  hires,  (lands  and  estates,)  on  which  they  sub- 
instances  of  contumacy  and  disrespect."  And  sisted,  were  disallowed.  Our  distress  is 
in  the  said  minute  the  said  Hastings  adds  (as  great,  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food, 
before  mentioned)  his  principal  servant  and  Though  we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining 
manager  had  propagated  a  report,  that  the  our  situation,  yet,  could  we  have  found  a  mode 
«*  interference,  (namely  his  the  said  Hastings's  of  conveyance,  we  would  have  proceeded  to 
interference)  to  which  his  master  owed  the  Calcutta  for  redress.  The  scarcity  of  grain 
power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by  this  season  is  an  additional  misfortune.  With 
him,"  the  principal  servant  aforesaid :  yet  he,  difficulty  we  support  life.  From  your  pre- 
the  said  Hastings,  who  had  assigned  on  record  sence  without  the  provinces  we  expect  relief. 
the  character  of  the  said  nabob,  and  the  con-  It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  company  to  deprive 
duct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid  report  the  zemindars  and  jaghiredars  of  the  means 
of  his  principal  servant,  so  highly  dishonour-  of  subsistence.  To  your  justice  we  look 
able  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  up." 

taking  away  the  independency  of  the  nabob  of  This  being  the  situation  of  the  person  and 
Farruckabad,  and  the  subjecting  him  to  the  family  of  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad  and  his 
oppression  of  the  nabob  of  Oude's  officer,  Al-  nearest  relations,  the  state  of  country  and  its 
mar  AH,  did  again  establish  the  pretended  in-  capital,  prevented  from  all  relief  by  the  said 
dependence  of  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad,  Warren  Hastings,  is  described,  in  the  follow- 
and  the  real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  words,  by  the  resident  Willes  : 
perBdious  servants,  not  against  the  nabob  of  "  Almas  Ali  has  taken  the  pergunnah  of 
Oude,  but  against  a  British  resident  appointed  Marara  at  a  very  inadequate  rent,  and  his  au- 
Vy  himself  ("as  a  character  eminently  qualified  mils  have  seized  many  adjacent  villages ;  the 
for  such  a  charge")  for  the  correction  of  those  pergunnahs  of  Cocuimow  and  Souje  are  con- 
evils,  and  for  rendering  the  prince  aforesaid  stantly  plundered  by  his  people.  The  collec- 
an  useful  ally  to  the  company,  and  restoring  tion  of  the  gauts  near  Futty  Ghur  has  been 
his  dominions  to  order  and  plenty.  seized  by  the  vizier's  cutwal,  and  the  zemin- 
Tbat  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  disable  dars  in  four  pergunnahs  are  so  refractory  as  to 
the  resident  at  Farruckabad  by  his  said  probi-  have  fortified  themselves  in  their  gurries,  and 
bitary  letter,  but  did  render  his  very  remaining  to  refuse  all  payments  of  revenue.  This  ia 
«t  all  in  that  station  perfectly  precarious  by  a  the  state  of  the  pergunnahs  ;  and  Farrucka^ 
adbsequent  letter,  rendering  him  liable  to  dis-  bad^  which  was  once  the  seat  of  great  opulence 
Mussioa  by  the  vizier — thereby  changing  the  and  trade^  is  now  daily  deserted  by  its  tnhtMt- 
ie&nre  of  the  resident's  office,  and  changing  ants  ,*  its  walls  mouldering  awayt  without  po* 
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lice,  toUhoui  proieetion ;  espoted  to  the  depre-  other  purpose  than  those  of  vengeanee  vbA 

datioriB  of  a  banditti  of  ttoo  or  three  hundred  corruption." 

robbers,  who,  night  after  night,  erUer  it  for         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  declare 

plunder,  murdering  all  who  oppose  them.    The  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  in  his  opinion 

ruin  that  has  overtaken  this  country  is  not  to  be  the  mode  of  relief  most  effectual,  and  most 

wondered  cU,  when  it  is  considered  that  there  lenient  with  regard  to  Farruckabad,  woald  bo 

has  been  no  stable  government  for  many  years,  to  nominate  one  of  tho  family  of  the  prince 

There  has  been  the  nabob  vizier's  authority,  to  superintend  his  affairs,  and  to  secure  the 

his  ministers,  the  residents  at  Lucknow,  the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which  appears  to  be 

sezawalls,  the  camp  authority,  the  nabob  Mu-  most  connected  with  the  rights  of  the  rsling 

zuffer  Jung's,  and  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  family,  whilst  it  provides  against  the  imbeci- 

advisers.     No  authority  sufficiently  predomi-  lity  of  the  natural  lord,  and  is  free  from  hii 

nant  to  establish  any  regulations  for  the  bene6t  objection  to  a  resident,  is  the  only  one  whidi 

of  the  country,  whilst  each  authority  had  been  the  said  Hastings  never  has  executed,  or  eves 

exerted,  as  opportunity  offered,  for  temporary  proposed  to  execute, 
purposes."  That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreement! 

"  Such  being  the  present  deplorable  state  of  aforesaid,  has  left  the  company  in  such  an  al- 

Farruckabad  and  its  districts,  in  the  ensuing  temative,  that  they  can  neither  relieve  the 

year  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  revenue,  if  said  prince  of  Farruckabad  from  oppression 

some  regulations  equal  to  the  exigency  be  not  without  a  breach  of  the  engagements  entored 

adopted.     The  whole  country  will  be  divided  into  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  with  the  nabob 

between  the  neighbouring  powerful  aumils,  vizier,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  nor  suffer 

the  refractory  zemindars,  and  banditti  of  rob-  him  to  remain  under  the  said  oppressi<m  with- 

bers  ;  and  the  patans,  who  might  be  made  out  violating  all  faith,  and  all  the  rules  of  jua- 

useful  subjects  will  fly  from  the  scene  of  an-  tice  with  regard  to  him.    And  the  said  Hast- 

archy.     The  crisis  appears  now  come,  that  ings  hath  directly  made  or  authorized  no  less 

either  some  plan  of  government  should  be  re-  than  six  revolutions  in  less  than  five  years  in 

solved  on,  so  as  to  form  faithful  subjects  on  the  aforesaid  harassed  province  ;   by  whidi 

the  frontier,  or  the  country  be  given  up  to  its  frequent  and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all 

fate  ;  and  if  it  be  abandoned,  there  can  be  lit-  of  them  made  in  contradiction  to  all  his  own 

tie  doubt  but  that  the  Mahrattas  will  gladly  declared  motives  and  reasons  for  the  several 

seize  on  a  station  so  favourable  to  incursions  acts  successively   done  and  undone  in  this 

into  the  vizier's  dominions,  will  attach  to  their  transaction,  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and 

interest  the  Hindoo  zemindars,  and  possess  the  disorders  in  its  administration,  have  been 

themselves  of  forts,  which  with  little  expense  highly  aggravated  ;  and  in  the  said  irregular 

made  formidable,  would  give  employment  per-  proceedings,  and  in  the  gross  and  complicated 

haps  to  the  whole  of  our  force,  should  it  be  violations  of  faith  with  all  parties,  the  said 

ever  necessary  to  recover  them.*'  Hastings  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  nisdf- 

That  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  repre-  meanours. 
sentation  aforesaid,  made  by  the  resident  at 

Farruckabad,  did  propose  and  record  a  plan  — — — 

for  the  better  government  of  the  said  country, 

but  did  delay  the  execution  of  the  same,  until         ri.  destructiow  or  thi  rajah  or 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  said  Hastings  sahlone. 

with  the  noble  vizier  should  be  known ;  but 

the  J»aid  Hastings,  as  for  as  in  him  lay,  did  en-        I. — That  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  Shnjt 

tirely  set  aside  any  plan  that  could  be  formed  ul  Dowla,  did  (on  what  reasons  of  policy,  or 

for  that  purpose  upon  the  basis  of  a  British  re-  pretences  of  justice,  is  unknown)  dispossess 

sident  at  Farruckabad,  by  engaging  with  the  a  certain  native  person  of  distinction,  or  emi- 

said  nabob  vizier,  that  no  British  influence  nent  rajah,  residing  in  the  country  of  Sahlone, 

shall  be  employed  within  his  dominions,  and  <<  the  lineal  descendent  of  the  most  powerfiil 

he  has  engaged  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  Hindoo  family  in  that  part  of  Hindostan/*  of 

him  to  any  other  mode  of  relation ,  and  he  his   patrimonial  estate;    and   conferred  the 

has  informed  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  same,  or  part  of  the  same,  on  his  (thenabob^i 

territories  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruin-  mother,  as  a  jaghire  [or  estate]  for  the  tern 

ed,  if  residents  are  sent  into  them,  observing,  of  her  life ;  and  the  mother  of  the  pabob,  in 

that  "  residents  never  will  be  sent  for  any  order  to  quiet  the  country,  and  to  satisfy,  IB 
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Id  measure,  the  principal  and  other  inhabi-  pectation  his  duty  in  restoring  the  tranquillity 
tants,  did  allow  and  pay  a  certain  pension  to  of  the  country,  and  in  relieving  the  honour  of 
Che  said  rajah ;  which  pension,  on  the  general  the  English  government,  did  absolutely  re- 
confiscation  of  jaghircs  (made  at  the  instiga-  quire.  But,  instead  of  making  such  provision, 
tion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,)  and  by  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head ;  and  several 
the  letting  of  lands  so  confiscated  to  farmers  bodies  of  British  troops  being  employed  to 
at  rack-rents,  was  discontinued,  and  refused  pursue  him,  after  many  skirmishes  and  much 
to  be  paid;  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  bloodshed,  and  mutual  waste  of  the  country, 
pension,  **  on  account  of  the  personal  respect  the  said  rajah,  honoured  and  respected  by  the 
borne  to  the  rajah  (as  connections  with  him  natives,  was  hunted  down,  and  at  length  killed 
are  sought  for,  and  thought  to  confer  honour)"  in  a  thicket, 
did  cause  an  universal  discontent,  and  violent 

eommotions,  in  the  district  of  Sahlone,  and  

other  parts  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with 

great  consequent  effusion  of  blood,  and  inter-  vn.  OONTBACTf . 
rnption,  if  not  total  discontinuance,  to  the 

ooUection  of  the  revenues  in  those  parts,  other  That  the  court  of  directors  of  the  East* 

than  as  the  same  was  irregularly,  and  with  India  company  had  laid  down  the  following 

great  damage  to  the  country,  enforced  by  Bri-  fundamental  rules  for  the  conduct  of  such  of 

tiflh  troops.  the  company's  business  in  Bengal,  as  could 

be  performed  by  contract ;  and  had  repeatedly 

II. — That  Mr.  Lumsdaine,  the  officer  em-  and  strictly  ordered  the  govemour  andcoumsil 

ployed  to  reduce  those  disordered  parts  of  the  of  Fort  William  to  observe  those  rules ;  viz. 

province  to  submission,  after  several  advan-  that  all  contracts  should  be  publicly  advertis- 

tages  gained  over  the  rajah  and  his  adherents,  ed,  and  the  most  reasonable  proposal  accept- 

and  expelling  him  from  the  country,  did  re-  ed ;  that  the  contracts  of  provisions,  and  for 

preaent  the  utter  impossibility  of  bringing  it  furnishing  draught  and  carriage  bullocks  for 

U>  a  permanent  settlement  "•  merely  by  forci-  the  army  should  be  anntuil ;  and  that  they 

>le   methods ;  as  in  any  of  his  (the  rajah's)  should  not  fail  to  advertise  for  and  receivei 

incorsions,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  bring  proposals  for  those  contracts  every  year, 

sren  a  force  with  him,  as  the  zemindars  [land-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct 

9d  proprietors  and  freeholders]  are  much  at-  disobedience  to  the  said  positive  orders,  and,  ' 

acbed  to  the  rajah,  whom  they  consider  as  as  the  directors  themselves  say,  by  a  most  de^ 

beu  hereditary  prince,  and  never  &il  to  assist  Uberate  breach  of  his  duty,  did,  in  September, 

lim ;  and  that  his  rebellion  against  govern-  1777,  accept  of  proposals  offered  by  Ernest 

nent  is  not  looked  on  as  a  crime  i"  and  Mr.  Alexander  Johnson  for  providing  draught  and 

Ltumadaine  declared  it  "  as  his  clear  opinion,  carriage  bullocks,  and  for  victualling  the  Euro- 

iia^  the  allowing  the  said  rajah  a  pension,  peans,  without  advertising  for  proposals,  as  he 

niitable  to  his  rank  and  influence  in  the  country,  was  expressly  commanded  to  do,  and  extended 

irould  be  the  most  certain  mode  of  obtaining  the  contract  for  three  years,  which  was  posi- 

i  permanent  peace ;"  alleging,  among  other  CO-  tively  ordered  to  be  annual;  and,  notwith- 

^t  reasons,  **  that  the  expense  of  the  force  standing  that  extension  of  the  period,  which 

lecessary  to  be  employed  to  subdue  the  coun-  ought  at  least  to  have  been  compensated  by 

ry,  might  be  spared  and  employed  elsewhere  ;  some  advantage  to  the  company  in  the  condi- 

md  that  the  people  would  return  to  their  vil-  tions,  did  conclude  the  said  contract  ttpoa 

ages  with  their  cattle  and  effects,   and  of  terms  less  advantageous  than  the  preceding  conm 

mme  government  have  some  security  for  the  tract,  and  therefore  not  on  the  lowest  terms  pro- 

•venae,  whereas  at  present  they  have  none ;"  curable  : — that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 

PmI  the  representation  containing  that  prudent  defiance  of  the  judgment  and  lawful  orders  of 

nd  temperate  council,  given  by  a  military  his  superiours,  which  in  this  case  left  him  nq 

of  undoubted  information,  and  perfect  ex-  option,  declared,  that  he  disapproved  of  pub^ 

in  the  local  circumstances  of  the  Ushing  for  proposals,  aad  that  the  contract  uhu 

itry,  was  transmitted   by    the    resident  reduced  too  lowcdready :  iherehy  B.vowinghim- 

Matow  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  self  the  advocate  of  the  contractor,  against 

id  wiUuIly  and  criminally  omit  to  order  any  whom,  as  representative  of  the  company,  an4 

vliaf  to  the  said  rajah  in  conformity  to  the  guardian  of  their  interest,  he  properly  waf 

{aoeral  sense  and  wishes  of  the  inhabitants ;  party,  and  preferring  the  advantage  of  the  con- 

tcomplianeewith  whose  so  reasonable  an  ex*  tractor  to  those  of  Ui  own  constitusnts  and 
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employers :— that  the  court  of  directors  of  the  precedented,  and  evidently  abeurd,  could  htve 
East-India  company,  having  carefully  consi-  no  real  object  but  to  enrich  the  contractor  al 
dered  the  circumstances  and  tendency  of  this  the  company's  expense ;  since  either  the  ser- 
transaction,  condemned   it  in   the   strongest  vice  was  not  dangerous,  and  then  the  establish* 
terms,  declaring,  that  they  would  not  permit  mcnt  was  totally  unnecessary,  or,  if  it  was  a 
the  contract  to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  dangerous  service,  it  was  evidently  the  inte- 
tbe  contractor  should  think  himself  aggrieved,  rest  of  the  contractor  to  avoid  such  danger, 
and  take  measures  in  consequence,  by  which  the  and  not  to  hazard  the  loss  of  his  ship  or  men, 
company  became  involved  in  loss  or  (damage,  which  must  be  replaced  at  his  own  exp«ise ; 
they  should  certainly  hold  the  majority  of  and  therefore  that  an  active  and  faithful  dis- 
the  council  responsible  for  such  loss  or  damage,  charge  of  the  contractor's  duty  was  incompa- 
and  proceed  against  them  accordingly." — That  tible  with  his  interest, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  or-         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further 
ders,  which,  the  directors  say,  were  plain  and  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and  in  breach 
unequivocal,   did,  in  January,  1777,  receive  of  the  established  rule  of  their  service,  did,  in 
firom  George  Templer,  a  proposal,  essentially  the  year  1777,  conclude  a  contract  with  the 
different  from  the  advertisement  published  by  master  and  deputy-master   attendant  of  the 
the  govemour-general  and  council  for  receiv-  company's  marine  or  pilot  service  for  supply- 
ing proposals  for  feeding  the  company's  ele-  ing  the  said  marine  with  naval  stores,  and  exe- 
phants,  and  did  accept  thereof,  not  only  with-  cuting  the  said  service  for  the  terra  of  two 
out  having  recourse  to  the  proper  means  for  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals; 
ascertaining  whether  the  said  proposal  was  that  the  use  and  expenditure  of  such  stores, 
the  lowest  that  could  be  offered,  but  with  an-  and  the  direction  of  the  pilot  vessels,  are  uo- 
other  actually  before  the  board,  nearly  30  per  der  the  management,  and  at  Jthe  disposition  <^ 
cent,  lower  than  that  made  by  the  said  George  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of  his  office: 
Templer,  to  whom  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that  he  is  officially   the  proper  and  regular 
granted  a  contract,  in  the  terms  proposed  by  check  upon  the  person  who  furnishes  the  stores, 
the  said  Templer,  for  three  years,  and  did  af-  and  bound  by  his  duty  to  take  care  that  all 
terwards  extend  the  same  to  five  years,  with  contracts  for  furnishing  such  stores  are  duly 
new  and  distinct  conditions  accepted  by  the  and  faithfully  executed :  that  the  said  Warren 
said  Warren  Hastings,  without  advertising  Hastings,  by  uniting  the  supply  and  the  check 
for  fi-esh  proposals,  by  which  the  company  in  the  same  hands,  did  not  only  disobey  the 
were  very  considerable  losers  : — on  all  which  company's  specific  orders,  and  violate  the  fun- 
the  court  of  directors  declared,    "  that   this  damental  rules  and  practice  of  the  service, 
waste  of  their  property  could  not  be  permitted ;  but  did  overset  the  only  just  and  rational  prio- 
that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  had  dis-  ciple,  on  which  this,  and  every  other  service 
regarded  their  authority,  and  disobeyed  their  of  a  similar  nature,  ought  to  be  conducted ; 
orders,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers  ;"  and  and  did  not  only  subject  the  company's  ipte- 
they  ordered,  that  the  contract  for  elephants  rest,  in  point  of  expense,  to  firaud  and  collu- 
should  be  annulled ;  and  the  said  directors  fur-  sion,  but  did  thereby  expose  the  navigatioD  of 
ther  declared,  that  *'  if  the  contractor  should  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest  hazard  and  dis- 
recover  damages  of  the  company  for  breach  of  tress ;  considering,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
engagement,  they  were  determined,  in  such  master-attendant  to  take  care  that  the  pilot 
case,  to  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  those  vessels  are  constantly  staticmed  in  the  roads  to 
members  of  the  board  who  had  presumed,  in  wait  the  arrival  of  the  company's  ships,  espe- 
direct  breach  of  their  orders,  to  prefer  the  in-  cially  in  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  they 
terest  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the  com-  should  be  in  a  constant  condition  to  keep  the 
pany." — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  sea;  whereas  it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of 

in  the  year  1777,  conclude  with Forde  the  contractor,  in  the  first  instance,  to  equip 

a  contract  for  an  armed  vessel  (or  the  pilotage  the  said  vessels  as  scantily  as  possible,  and 
of  the  Chittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of  afterwards  to  expose  them  as  little  as  possible 
the  coast  and  river  against  the  incursions  of  to  any  service,  in  which  the  stores  to  be  re- 
robbers  for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  further  placed  by  him  might  bo  lost  or  consumed ;  and 
disobedience  of  the  company*s  orders  respect-  finally,  that  in  June,  1779,  the  said  contract 
ing  the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and  was  prolonged  to  the  said  master-attendant, 
with  a  considerable  increase  of  expense  to  the  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  further 
company  : — that  the  farming  out  the  defence  period  of  two  years  firom  the  expiration  of  the 
of  a  country  to  a  contractor,  being  wholly  un-  first,  without  aidvertising  for  propoeab.  That 
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it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  preceding  reet.    That  the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as 
OMitracts  have  been  annulled,  or  the  charges  they  were  advised  of  the  first  appointment  of 
attending  any  of  them  abated,  or  that  the  court  the  said  agenry,  declared  that  they  considered 
of  directors  have  ever  taken  any  measures  to  the  commission  of  20  per  cent,  as  an  ample 
compel  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  indem-  compensation  to  the  agent;  and  did  positively 
nify  the  company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  order,  that,  according  to  the  engagement  of 
of  the  preceding  loss  incurred  by  the  con-  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  "  the  commission, 
tracts.  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  said  agent,  should  be 
That  in  the  year  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  reduced    to  20  per  cent."      That  the  said 
ings  did  recommend  and  appoint  John  Belli,  John  Belli  did  positively  refuse  to  refund  any 
at  that  time  his  private  secretary,  to  be  agent  part  of  the  profits  he  had  received,  or  to  sufan 
for  supplying  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  mit  to  a  diminution  of  those  which  he  was 
with  victualling  stores :  that  the  stores  were  still  to  receive;  and  that  the  said  Warren 
to  be  purchased  with  money  advanced  by  the  Hastings  has  never  made  good  his  own  volun- 
company  ;  and  that  the  said  agent  was  to  be  tary  and  solemn  engagement  to  the  court  of 
allowed  a  commission,  or  per  centage,  for  his  directors  herein  above  mentioned  :  and  as  his 
risk  and  trouble:  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  failure  to  perform  the  said  engagement  is  a 
what  sum  would  be  a  reasonable  compensa-  breach  of  faith  to  the  company,  so  his  por- 
tion for  the  agent,  the  govemour-general  and  formance  of  such  engagement,  if  he  had  per- 
council  agreed  to  consult  some  of  the  princi-  formed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge  him- 
pal  merchants  of  Calcutta :    that  the   mer-  self  for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ou^t 
diants,  so  consulted,  reported  their  opinion,  to  be  taken  as  presumptive  evidence  of  a  coo- 
that  20  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  nection  between  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
stores  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  to  and  the    said    agent,  his  private  secretary ; 
Uie  agent :  that,  nevertheless,  the  said  War-  which  ought  not  to  exist  between  a  govemour 
ren  Hastings,  supported  by  the  vote  and  con-  acting  in  behalf  of  the  company,  and  a  con- 
currence of  Richard  Barwell,  then  a  member  tractor  making  terms  with  such  governour/or 
of  the  supreme  council,  did  propose  and  carry  the  execution  of  a  public  service, 
it,  that  30  per  cent,  per  annum,  should  be  al-  That,  before  the  expiration  of  the  conttaot 
lowed  upon  all  stores  to  be  provided  by  the  herein    before    mentioned  for  supplying  the 
agent :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  pro-  army    with  draught  and  carriage    buUucks, 
fessed,  that  ^^  he  preferred  an  agency  to  a  con-  granted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  £r- 
tract  for  this  service;  because,  if  it  were  per-  nest  Alexander  Johnson  for  three  years,  the 
formed  by  contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose  and  carry 
and  the  world  would  know  what  provision  was  it  in  council,  that  a  new  contract  should  be 
made  for  the  defence  of  the  fort ;"  as  if  its  be-  made  on  a  new  plan,  and  that  an  offer  thereof 
ing  publicly  known,  that  the  fort  was  well  pro-  should  be  made  to  Richard  Johnson,  brother 
vided  for  defence,  were  likely  to  encourage  an  imd  executor  of  the  said  contractor,  without 
enemy  to  attack  it.     That  in  August,  1779,  advertising  for  proposals,  for  the  term  oi  Jive 
in  defiance  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  him-  yeart:  that  this  offer  was  volurUarUy  accepted 
self  for  preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract,  the  by  the  said  Richard  Johnson,  who  at  the  same 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose,  and  carry  time,  desired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  con- 
it,  that  the  agency  should  be  converted  into  a  tracts  should  be  made  out  in  the  name  of 
eoniraetf  to  be  granted  to  the  said  John  Belli,  Charles  Crofles,  the  company's  accountant 
without  advertising  for  proposals,  and  fixed  for  and  sub-treasurer  at  Fort  William  :  that  the 
the  term  of  five  years,  *'  pretending  that  he  said  Charles  Crofles  offered  the  said  Richard 
had  received  frequent  remonstrances  from  the  Johnson  as  one  of  his  securities  for  the  per- 
said  agent  concerning  the  heavy  losses  and  in-  formance  of  the  said  contract,  who  was  ao 
eoDTeniences,  to  which  he  was  subjected  by  cepted  as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings ; 
the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency  ;"  notwith-  and  that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor, 
standing  it  appeared,  by  evidence  produced  at  the  contract  for  victualling  the  Europeans 
the  board,  that,  on  a  supply  of  about  37  000/.  serving  at  the  presidency  was  added  to  and 
he  had  already  drawn  a  commission  of  22.0002.  united  with  that  for  furnishing  bullocks,  and 
and  upwards.     That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  fixed  for  the  same  period  ;  that  this  extensicm 
ings  pledged  himself,  that,  if  required  by  the  of  the  period  of  the  said  contracts  was  not 
court  of  direetaraf  the  prq/iu  arising  from  the  compensated  by  a  diminution  in  the  charge  to 
agency  should  be  paid  into  the  company's  tretp-  be  incurred  by  the  company  oo  that  account, 
mgry,  cmd  approj^ioiod  as  the  court  should  dif  as  it  ought  to  have  bean;  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
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the  charge  was  immoderately  increased  by  property,  his  object  was  to  purchase  the  at- 
the  new  contracts ;  insomuch  that  is  was  tachnient  of  a  number  of  individuals,  and  to 
proved,  by  statements  and  computations  pro-  form  a  party  capable  of  supporting  and  pro- 
duced at  the  board,  that  the  increase  on  the     tecting  him  in  return. 

victualling    contract    would,  in    five    years         That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  the  same 
amount  to  40,00(M. ;  and  that  the  increase  on     principles,  it  appears,  that  excessive  salaries 
the  bullock  contract,  in  the  same  period,  would     and  emoluments,  at  the  East-India  company's 
amount    to    above    four    hundred    thousand     charge  and  expense,  have  been  lavished  by  the 
pounds :   that  when   this,   and    many    other     said  Warren  Hastings  to  sundry  individuals, 
weighty    objections    against   the   terms    of     contrary  to  the  general  principles  of  his  duty, 
the  said  contracts  were  urged  in  council  to     and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  positive  or- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  declared,  that     ders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;   particularly, 
Ae  thotUd  deliver  a  reply  thereto ;  but  it  does     that  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  court  of 
not  appear,  that  he  did  ever  deliver  such  a  re-     proprietors  <^  the  East  India  company,  and 
ply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of  any     by  an  instruction  of  the  court  of  directors,  it 
part  of  his  conduct  in  this  transaction.     That     was  provided,  and    expressly  ordered,  that 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  1773,  by  which  the     there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir  John  C la- 
first  govemour-general  and  council  were  ap-     vering    "  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds 
pointed,  did  expressly  limit  the  duration  of     sterling  per  annum  in  full  for  his  services  as 
their  office  to  the  term  of  five  years,  which     commander-in-chief,    in    lieu    of   travelliDg 
expired  in  October,  1779,  and  that  the  several     charges,  and   of  all  other  advantages    and 
contracts,  herein  before  mentioned,  were  grant-     emoluments  whatever :"  and  whereas  the  court 
ed  in  September,  1779,  and  were  made  to     of  directors  positively  ordered,  that  the  late 
continue ^ve  years  after  the  expiration  of  tlie     **  Sir  Eyre  Coote  should  receive  the  same  pay 
government,  by    which  they  were  granted ;     as  command^-in-chief  of  their  forces  in  In- 
that  by  this  anticipation  the  discretion  and     dia,  as  was  received  by  Lieutenant  General 
judgment  of  the  succeeding  government,  re-     Sir    John    Clavering  ;'* — the    said    Warren 
specting  thetubject-matter  of  such  contracts,     Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  short  time 
was  taken  away,  and  any  correction  or  im-     after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did 
provement   therein    rendered    impracticable,     propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  that  a  new 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  might  have     establishment  should  be  created  for  Sir  Eyre 
been  justified  by  the  rules  and  practice,  or  by     Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of  expense  would 
the  necessity  of  the  public  service,  in  binding     be  incurred  by  the  India  company   to  the 
the  government  by  engagements  to  endure  one     amount  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year 
year  after  the  expiration  of  his  own  office ;  but     and  upwards,  exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to 
on  no  principles  could  he  be  justified  in  ex-     his  salary  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year,  pro- 
tending such  engagements  beyond  the  term  of     vided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as  a  mem- 
one  year,  much  less  on  the  principles  he  has     ber  of  the  supreme  council,  and  exclusive  of 
avowed,  namely,  "  that  it  was  only  an  act  of     and  in  addition  to  his  salary  of  six  thousand 
common  justice  in  him  to  secure  every  man     pounds  a  year  as  commander-in-chief,  appoint- 
eonnecUd  vjith  ?tim,  as  far  as  he  legally  could,     ed  for  him  by  the  company,  and  expressly  fix- 
firom  the  apprehension  of  future  oppression."     ed  to  that  amount. 

That  the  oppression,  to  which  such  apprehen-  That  the  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust, 
sion,  if  real,  must  allude,  could  only  consist  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  vras 
in,  and  arise  out  of  the  obedience,  which  he  guilty  in  this  transaction,  is  highl}'  aggravated 
feared  a  future  government  might  pay  to  the  by  the  following  circumstances  connected 
orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  by  making  all  with  it:  that  from  the  death  of  Sir  John 
contracts  annual,  and  advertising  for  proposals  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 
publicly  and  indififerently  from  all  persons  Bengal,  Uie  provisional  command  of  the  army 
whatever,  by  which  it  might  happen  that  such  had  devolved  to,  and  been  vested  in.  Brigadier 
beneficial  contracts  would  not  be  ccmstantly  General  Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer  on 
held  by  men  oormeeUd  toith  him,  the  said  that  establishment :  that  in  this  capaci^,  and 
Warren  Hastings :  that  this  declaration  made  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  declared, 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  combined  with  "  standing  no  way  distinguished  fi-om  the  other 
all  the  circumstances  of  Uiese  transactions,  officers  in  the  army,  but  by  his  accidental  suo- 
leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that,  in  disobeying  cession  to  the  first  place  on  the  list,**  he,  the 
the  company's  orders,  and  betraying  the  trust  said  Giles  Stibbert,  had,  by  the  recommenda- 
repoMd  in  him  at  guardian  of  the  oompany*!    lion  and  procurement  of  the  said  Warrw 
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Histiogs,  reeehred  and  enjoyed  a  salary,  and  the  18th  of  October,  1780,  did  condemn  and 
other  allowances,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  prohibit  the  continuation   of  the  allowances 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifly-four  pounds  above-mentioned  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the 
twelve  shillings  per  annum. — That  Sir  Eyre  following  words  :  "  these  allowances  appear 
Coote,  soon  after  his  arrival,  represented  to  to  us  in  a  light  so  very  extraordinary,  and  so 
the  board,  that  a  considerable  part  of  those  al-  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  a  resolution  of  the 
lowances,  amounting  to  8,22(M.  10«.  per  an-  general   court  of  proprietors  respecting  the 
num,  ought  to  devolve  to  himself,  as  com-  allowance  made  to  General  Clavering,  that 
mander-in-chief  of  the  company's  forces   in  we  positively  direct,  that  they  be  discontinued 
India ;  and  stating,  that  the  said  Giles  Stib-  immediately,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  afte 
bert  could  no  longer  be  considered  as  com-  the  receipt  of  this  letter."     That  on  the  27th 
mander-in-chief  under  the  presidency  of  Fort  of  April,  1 781 ,  the  govemour-general  and  coun- 
William,  made  a  formal  demand  of  the  same,  cil,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  directors, 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  re-  did  signify  the  same  to  the  commissary  gene- 
ducing  the  allowances  of  the  said  Giles  Stib-  ral,  as  an  instruction  to  him,  that  the  extraor- 
bert  to  the  establishment  at  which  they  stood  dinary  allowances  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  ahmdd 
during  General  Clavering's  command,  and  for  be  discontinued^  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after 
the  continuance  of   which,  after  Sir   Eyre  that  day ;  that  it  appears,  nevertheless,  that 
Coote's  arrival,  there  could  be  no  pretence,  the  said  extra  allowances  (amounting  to  above 
continued  the  allowances  of  thirteen  thousand  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were 
eight  hundred  and   fifly-four  pounds  twelve  continued  to  be  charged  to  the  vizier,  and 
■hillings  per  annum  to  the  said  Giles  Stib-  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  defiance  of  the  or- 
bert ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  ap-  ders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  in  defiance  of 
pease  and  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  said  Sir  the  consequent  resolution  of  the  govemour^ 
Eyre  Coote,  did  create  for  him  that  new  esta-  general  and  council ;  and  in  contradiction  to 
blishment,  herein  before  specified,  of  eighteen  the  terms  of  the  original  motion,  made  by  the 
thousand  pounds  per  annum;  insomuch,  that  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  adding  those  allow- 
instead   of   the  allowance    of  six    thousand  ances  to  the  debit  of  the  vizier,  viz.  "  that 
pounds  ayear,  in  lieu  of  travelling  charges  and  they  should  continue  till  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  re- 
ef all  emoluments  and  allowances  whatsoever^  turn  to  the  Carumnassa.''     That  Sir  Eyre 
to  which  the  pay  and  allowances  of  command-  Coote  arrived  at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of 
er-in-chief  were    expressly   limited    by  the  August,  1780,  and  must  have  crossed  the  Ca- 
united  act  of  the  legislative  and  executive  rumnassa,   in  his  return  from  Oude,  some 
powers  of  the  company,  the  annual  chargo  to  weeks  before,  when  the  charge  on  the  vizier, 
be  borne  by  the  company  on  that  account  was  if  at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceased, 
increased  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  That  it  appears  that  the  said  allowances  were 
enormous  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  two  continued  to  be  charged  against  the  vizier,  and 
hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  ten  shillings  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  three  years  afler, 
sterling.  even  while  he  was  serving  in  the  Carnatick, 
"  That  on  the  Ist  of  November,  1779,  the  and  that  this  was  done  by  the  sole  authority 
«iid  Warren  Hastings  did  move  and  carry  it  and  private  command  of  the    said  Warren 
0  council,  that  the  resident  at  the  vizier's  Hastings. 

eourt  should  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  That  the  East  India  company  having 
all  the  extra  allowances  and  charges  of  the  thought  proper  to  create  the  office  of  advocate- 
commander -in-chief  when  in  the  field,  with  general  in  Bengal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  John 
orders  to  add  the  same  to  the  debit  of  the  vi-  Day  to  that  office,  it  was  resolved  by  a  gene- 
net's  account,  as  a  part  of  his  general  subsidy ;  ral  court  of  proprietors,  that  a«alary  of  3,000/. 
the  charge  to  commence  fi-om  the  day  on  which  a  year  should  be  allowed  to  the  said  Sir  John 
the  general  shall  pass  the  Carumnassa,  and  to  Day,  in  full  consideration  of  all  demands  and 
continue  till  his  return  to  the  same  line.**  allowances  whatsoever  for  his  services  to  the 
That  this  additional  expense,  imposed  by  the  company  at  the  presidency  of  Fort  William  : 
■aid  Warren  Hastings  on  the  vizier,  was  un-  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheless, 
just  in  itself,  and  a  breach  of  treaty  with  that  shortly  afler  Sir  John  Day's  arrival  in  Bengal, 
prince,  the  specific  amount  of  the  subsidy  to  did  increase  the  said  Sir  John  Day's  salary 
be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a  treaty,  and  allowances  to  six  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
to  which  no  addition  could  justly  be  made,  but  in  direct  disobedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
at  the  previous  requisition  of  the  vizier,  court  of  proprietors,  and  of  the  order  of  the 
That  the  court  of  diiectore,  in  their  letter  of  court  of  diree*«rs :  that  the  directors,  as  soon 


172 


ARTICLES  OF  CHABGK 


as  thej  were  infixmed  of  this  proceeding,  <le- 
dared,  "  that  they  held  themMelvea  bound  by 
die  resolution  of  the  general  court,  and  that 
tiiey  could  not  allow  it  to  be  disregarded  by 
die  company's  servants  in  India ;"  and  order- 
ed that  the  increased  allowances  should  be 
Ibrthwiih  discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  aAer  hav- 
ing first  thought  it  necessary,  in  obedience  to 
die  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  stop 
the  extraordinary  allowance,  which  he  had 
Ijranted  to  Sir  John  Day,  did  afterwards  re- 
solve, that  the  allowance,  which  had  been 
■truck  off,  should  be  repaid  to  him,  upon  his 
signing  an  obligation  to  refund  the  amount 
which  he  might  receive,  in  case  the  directors 
■hould  confirm  their  former  orders,  already 
twice  given  :  that  in  this  transaction,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  autlmrity  of 
the  company,  eluded  the  repeated  orders  of 
the  directors,  and  exposed  the  company  to  the 
risk  and  uncertainty  of  recovering,  at  a  distant 
period,  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a 
sum  of  money,  which  they  had  positively  or- 
dered him  not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  by  the 
death  of  Colonel  Monson,  the  whole  power  of 
the  government  of  Fort  William  devolved  to 
the  govemour  and  one  member  of  the  council ; 
and  that  from  that  time  the  govemour-general 
and  council  have  generally  consisted  of  an 
even  number  of  persons,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  casting  voice  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  usually  prevailed  in  the  decision 
of  all  questions.     That  about  the  end  of  the 
year  1776,  the  whole  civil  establishment  c^  the 
said  government  did  not  exceed  205,399/.  per 
annum;  that  in  the  year  1783,  the  said  civil 
establishment  had  been  increased  to  the  enor- 
mous annual  sum  of  927,945/.     That  such  in- 
crease in  the  civil  establishment  could  not 
have  taken  place,  if  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, who  was  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
with  the  power  annexed  to  the  casting  voice, 
had  not  actively  promoted  the  said  increase, 
which  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and  which  it 
was  his  duty  toJiave  prevented  :  that  by  such 
immoderate  waste  of  the  property  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  by  such  scandalous  breach  of  his 
fidelity  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
baid  Warren  Hastings  to  gain  and  secure  the 
attachment  and  support  of  a  multitude  of  indi- 
viduals, by  whose  united  interest,   influence, 
and  intrigues,  he  hoped  to  be  protected  against 
any  future  inquiry  into  his  conduct :  that  it 
was  of  itself  highly  criminal  in  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  to  have  so  wasted  the  property 
of  the  East^India  company,  and  that  the  pur- 


pose to  be  obtained  by  such  waste  was  a  grett 
aggravation  of  that  crime.  That  among  the 
various  instances  of  profusi(Hi,  by  which  the 
civil  establishment  of  Fort  William  was  in- 
creased to  the  enormous  annual  sum  herein 
before  mentioned,  it  appears  that  a  salt  office 
was  created  of  six  commissioners,  whose  an- 
nual emoluments  were  as  follows  :  vix. 

President,  or  comptroller,  per  annum 

18,480/. 
Ist  member       ....     13,100/. 

Sd    do 11,480/. 

Sd    do 13,183/. 

4th  do 6.257/. 

5th  do 10,307/. 


72,807/. 


That  a  board  of  revenue  was  created  by  the 
lid  Wairen  Hastings,    consisting  of  five 
whose    annual    emolumoits 


commissioners. 


were  as  follows  :  viz. 

1st  member,  per  annum 
2d    do.     .        .        .         . 
Sd    do.     •        •        •        < 

4th  do 

5th  do.    •        • 

.     10,950L 
.      9,100/. 
.      9,100/. 
.      9,000/. 
.      9,000/. 

47,350/. 

That  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  first  mem- 
ber of  the  said  board,  did  not  execute  the  du- 
ties, though  he  received  the  emoluments,  of 
the  said  oflice ;  having  acted,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  the  time,  as  ambassadour  to  Madajee 
Scindia,  with  a  further  salary  of  4,280/.  a 
year ;  making  in  all,  15,230/.  a  year. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  create 
an  oflice  of  agent  victualler  to  the  garrison  of 
Fort  William,  whose  profits,  on  an  average 
of  three  years,  were  15,970/.  per  annum: 
that  this  agency  was  held  by  the  post-master^ 
general,  who,  in  that  capacity,  received 
2,200/.  a  year  from  the  company,  and  who 
was  actually  no  higher  than  a  writer  in  the 
service  :  the  person  who  held  these  lucrative 
offices,  viz.  John  Belli,  was  private  secretary 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a 
nominal  office  of  resident  at  Goa,  where  the 
company  never  had  a  resident,  nor  business  (^ 
any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave  the  said  nomi- 
nal office  to  a  person,  who  was  not  a  cov^ 
nanted  servant  of  the  company,  with  an  allo^ 
ance  of  4,280/.  a  year. 
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Th&t  these  instances  are  proofs  of  a  crimi-  been  ordered  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
nal  profusion  and  high  breach  of  trust  to  the  said  agent,  did  report  to  the  govemour-general 
India  company  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  council,  that  he  found  them  to  b«  correct  m 
under  whose  government,  and  by  means  of  the  additions  and  ccUculalions ;  und  ihaiUhen  the 
whose  special  power,  derived  from  the  effect  said  Larkins  adds  the  following  declaration  : 
of  his  casting  voice,  all  the  said  waste  and  "  the  agent  being  upon  honour  with  respect  to 
profusion  did  take  place.  the  sums  charged  in  his  accounts  for  the  cost 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as     of  the  articles  supplied,  I  did  nut  think  my- 
the   court  of  directors   affirm,   the  company     self  authorized  to  require  any  voucher  oi  the 
were  in  the  utmo^  distress  for  money ^  and  ai'     sums  charged  for  the  demurrage  of  sloo\  /), 
most  every  department  in  arrear,  and  when  it      either  as  to  the  time  of  detention,  or  the  rata 
appears  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  and     of  the  charge,  or  of  those  for  the  articles  lost 
urgent  want  of  grain  at  Fort  St.  George,  the     in  going  down  the  river  ;  and  on  that  ground 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  accept  of  a  propo-  I  thought  myself  equally  bound  to  admit  the 
sal  made  to  him  by  James  Peter  Auriol,  then  sums  acknowledged  as  received  for  the  sales 
secretary  to  the  council,  to  supply  the  presi-  of  goods  returned,  without  requiring  vouchers 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  rice  and  other  of  the  rates  at  which  they  were  sold."     That, 
articles,  and  did  appoint  the  said  Auriol  to  be  in  this  transaction,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
the  agent  for  supplying  aU  the  other  presiden-  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and 
cies  with  those  articles  :  that  the  said  Warren  duty  in  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the 
Hastings  declared,  that  the  intention  of  the  company's  money,  and  in  subjecting  the  corn- 
appointment  "  was  most  likely  to  be  fulfilled  pany  to  a  profusion  of  expense,  at  all  times 
by  a  liberal  consideration  of  it,''  and  there-  wholly  unjustifiable,  but  particularly  at  the 
fore  allowed  the  said  Auriol  a  commission  of  time  when  that  expense  was  incurred.     That 
15  percent,  on  the  whole  of  his  disbursements;  the    said   Warren    Hastings   was   guilty   of 
thereby  rendering  it  the  direct  interest  of  the  breach  of  orders,  as  well  as  breach  of  trust,  in 
said  Auriol  to  make   his  disbursements  as  not  advertising  generally  for  proposals ;  in 
great  as  possible ;  that  the  chance  of  capture  not  contracting  indifferently  for  the  supplies 
by  the  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea,  was  to  be  with  such  merchants  as  might  offer  to  furnish 
at  the  risk  of  the  India  company,  and  not  of  them  on  the  lowest  terms  ;  in  giving  an  enor- 
the  said  Auriol ;  that  the  said  Warren  Hast-  mous  commission  to  an  agent,  and  that  cum- 
inos  declared  personally  to  the  said  Auriol,  mission  not  confined  to  the  prime  cost  of  the 
*'  that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  articles,  but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  of 
his    long  and  faithful  services."     That  the  his  charges  ;  in  accepting  of  the  Aonour  of  the 
president  and  council  of  Bombay  did  remon-  said  agent  as  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  cost 
strate  against  what  they  called  the  enormoita  of  the  articles  supplied,  and  for  all  charges 
am<mnt  of  charges  of  the  rice,  with  which  whatever,  on  which  his  commission  was  to  be 
they  were  supplied,  which  they  state  to  be  computed ;  and  finally,  in  giving  a  lucrative 
nine  rupees  a  bag  at  Calcutta,  when  they  agency  for  the  su^ly  of  a  distressed  and 
themselves  could  have  contracted  for  its  de-  starving  province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretary 
livery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  risk  and  charges,  of  state,  whose  labours  in  that  capacity  ought 
at  five  rupees  and  three-sixteenths  per  bag ;  to  have  been  rewarded  by  an  avowed  public 
and  that  even  at  Madras,  where  the  distress  salary,  and  not  otherwise.     That,  after  the 
and  demand  was  greatest,  the  supplies  of  grain  first  year  of  the  said  agency  was  expired,  the 
by  private  traders,  charged  to  the  company,  said  Warren  Hastings  did  agree,  that  for  the 
were  nineteen  per  cent,  cheaper  than  that  future  the  commission  to  be  drawn  by  the  said 
supplied  by  the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the  agent  should  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent., 
risk  of  the  sea,  and  of  capture  by  the  enemy,  which  the  governour-general  and  coimcil  then 
That  it  is  stated  by  the  court  of  directors,  declared  to  be  the  customary  amount  drawn  by 
that  the  agent^s  commission  on  a  supply  of  a  merchants ;  but  that,  even  in  this  reduction  of 
nngle  year  (ihe  said  commission  being  not  the  commission,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
only  charged  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  rice,  was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did  not  in  fact 
but  also  on  the  fi-eight,  and  on  all  other  charges)  reduce  the  commission  from  15  to  6  per  cent., 
would  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-six  having  immediately  after  resolved,  that  he,  the 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  agent,  should  be  allowed  the  current  interest 
by  the  said  Arnold  himself  is  admitted  to  of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  draughts  on  the  trea- 
amount  to  18,292Z.:  that  William  Larkins,  the  sury  from  the  day  of  their  dates,  until  they 
mooomptant^general  at  Fort  William,  having  should  be  completely  liquidated ;  that  the  le- 
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gml  intereflt  of  monejr  in  Bengal  is  twelre  per  coancil  an  account  of  varioiu  rami  of  money 
cent,  per  annum,  and  the  current  interest  from  paid  by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
eight  to  ten  per  cent.  amounting  to  40fi00l.  and  upwards,  for  offioes 

and  employments  corruptly  disposed  of  by  the 
^— ^^  faid  Warren  Hastings,  and  did  offer  and  en- 

gage to  prove  and  establish  the  same  by  suffi- 
Tin.  PBESBiTTf.  cient  evidence.     That  this  account  is  staled 

with  a  minute  particularity  and  precision;  the 
That,  before  the  appointment  of  the  go-     date  of  each  payment,  down  to  that  of  small 
Temour>general  and  council  of  Fort  William     sums,  is  specified  ;  the  various  coins  in  whidi 
by  act  of  parliament,  the  allowances  made  by     such  payments  were  severally  made,  are  dis- 
tbe  East-India  company  to  the  presidents  of    tinguished  ;  and  the  different  persons  through 
that  government  were  abundantly  sufficient ;     whose  hands  the  money  passed  into  those  of 
and  that  the  said  presidents  in  general,  and     the  said  Warren  Hastings,  are  named ;  thst 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  particularly,  was     such  particularity  on  the  face  of  such  a  charge, 
restrained  by  a  specific  covenant  and  inden-     supposing  it  false,  is  favourable  to  the  party 
ture,  which  be  entered  into  with  the  company,     wrongfully  accused,  and  exposes  the  accuser 
from  accepting  any  gifts,  rewards,  or  gratui-     to  an  instant  and  easy  detection  ;  for  though, 
ties  whatsoever,  on  any  account  or  pretence     as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  has  ob- 
whatsoever.     That  in  the  regulating  act  pass-     served  on  another  occasion,  "  papers  may  be 
ed  in  the  year  1773,  which  appointed  the  said     forged,  and  evidences  may  appear  in  numben 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  govemour-gene-     to  attest  them,  yet  it  must  always  be  an  easy 
ral  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  a  salary  of    matter  to  detect  the  falsity  of  any  forged  paper 
25,000/ .  a  year  was  established  for  him,  to     produced  by  examining  the  witnesses  separate^ 
which  the  court  of  directors  added,  "  that  he     ly,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  subsequent  cross- 
should  enjoy  their  principal  houses,  with  the     examination,  in  which  case,  if  &lse,  they  will 
plate  and  furniture,  both  in  town  and  country,     not  be  able  to  persevere  in  one  regular  con- 
refU  free.**    That  the  same  law  which  created     sistent  story." 

the  office  and  provided  the  salary  of  the  said         Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such 
Warren  Hastings,  did  expressly,  and  in  the     particularity  in  the  charge  to  detect  the  false- 
clearest  and  most  comprehensive  terms  that     hood  thereof,  and  if  no  attempt  to  disprove 
could  be  devised,  prohibit  him  from  receiving     it,  and  no  defence  whatever  be  made,  a  pre- 
any  present,  gift,  or  donation,  in  any  manner,     sumption  justly  and  reasonably  arises  in  fa- 
or  on  any  account  whatsoever ;  and  that  the     your  of  the  truth  of  such  charge.     That  the 
•aid  Warren  Hastings  perfectly  understood     said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  offering  any 
the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding     thing  in  his  defence,  declared,  that  he  toould 
ferce  of  this  prohibition,  before  he  accepted  of    not  mffer  Nundcomar  to  appear  before  the 
the  office,   to  which    it  was  annexed.     He     board  as  his  accuser.     That  he  attempted  to 
knew,  and  had  declared,  that  the  prohibition     indict  his  said  accuser  for  a  conspiracy,  in 
Vfos  positive  and  decisive ;  that  it  admitted    ■  which   he  failed ;  and   that  the  said  Rajah 
neither  of  r^nement  or  misconstruction ;  and     Nundcomar  was  soon  afler,  and  while   his 
ihatf  in  his  opinion^  an  opposition  toould  be  to    charge  against  the   said    Warren    Hastings 
hteur  the  penalty .  was  depending  before  the  council ,  indicted  upon 

That,  notwithstanduig  the  covenants  and  an  English  penal  statute,  which  does  not  ex- 
engagements  above  mentioned,  it  appears  in  tend  even  to  Scotland,  before  the  supreme 
the  recorded  proceedings  of  the  govemour-  courtof  judicature,  for  an  offence  said  to  have 
general  and  council  of  Fort  William,  that  been  committed  several  years  before,  and 
•undry  charges  have  been  brought  against  the  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  was 
said  Warren  Hastings  for  gifls  or  presents  condemned  and  executed.  That  the  evi- 
corruptly  taken  by  him  before  the  promulga-  dence  of  this  man,  not  having  been  encounter- 
tion  of  the  act  of  1773,  in  India,  and  that  ed  at  the  time  when  it  might  and  ought  to 
these  charges  were  produced  at  the  council  have  been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  re- 
board  in  presence  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  mains  justly  in  force  against  him,  and  is  not 
ings :  that,  in  March,  1775,  the  late  Rajah  abated  by  the  capital  punishment  of  the  said 
Nundcomar,  a  native  Hindoo,  of  the  highest  Nundcomar,  but  rather  confirmed  by  the  time 
east  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  and  circumstances  in  which  the  accuser  of  the 
■ociety  by  the  offices  which  he  had  held  under  said  Warren  Hastings  suffered  death.  That 
the  country  goyemment,  did  lay  before  the    one  of  the  offices,  for  which  a  part  of  the 
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money  aboye  mentioned  is  stated  to  have  thought  necessary  to  be  made  at  smne  tiaw 

been  paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  or  other  ;  and  which  he  would  be  thought  to 

given  by  him  to  M unny  Begum,  the  widow  of  have  deferred  to  a  period  more  suitable  and 

the  late  Myr  Jaffier,  nabob  of  Bengal,  whose  convenient  than  that  in  which  the  facts  were 

son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at  pre-  recent,  and  other  charges  of  the  same  nature 

sent.     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  against  him  was  fresh  and  unimpaired  in  the 

been  instructed  by  the  court  directors  of  the  minds  of  men. 

East  India  company  to  appoint  a  minister  to  That  on  the  30th  of  March,  1775,  a  mem* 
transact  the  political  affairs  of  the  govern-  her  of  the  council  produced  and  laid  before 
ment,  and   to  select  for  that  purpose  some  the  board  a  petition  from   Mir   Zein  Abul 
person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  go-  Dheen,  (formerly  farmer  of  a  district,  and  who 
vemment,  to  be  minister  and  guardian  of  the  had  been  in  creditable  stations)  setting  forth 
aabob^s  minority."    That,  for  these  offices,  that  Kh&n  Jehan  Kh&n,   then   phou^ar  of 
and  for  the  execution  of  the  several  duties  Hooghly,  had  obtained  that  office  from  the 
belonging  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  said  Warren  Hastings,  with  a  salary  of  iev- 
selected  and  appointed  the  said  Munny  Be-  enty-two  thousand  sicca  rupees  a  year ;  and 
gum,  a  woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  that  the  said  phousdar  had  given  a  receipt  <^ 
incapable  of,  such  offices,  and  restrained  from  bribe  to  the  p<Uron  of  the  city,  meaning  War* 
acting  in  such  capacities  by  her  necessary  se-  ren  Hastings,  to  pa^  him  annually  thirty-six 
elusion  fnim  the  world,  and  retirement  in  a  thousand  rupees  a  year,  and  abo  to  his  ban- 
leraglio.     That  a  considerable  deficiency  <n*  yan,  Cantoo  Baboo,  four  thousand  rupees  a 
embezzlement  appearing  in  this  woman's  ao-  year,  out  of  the  salary  above  mentioned.   That 
count  of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  she  volun-  by  the  36th  article  of  the  instructions  given  to 
tarily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  her  seal,  the  govomour-general  and  council,  they  are  di- 
that  she  had  given  15,000/.  to  the  said  War-  rected  "  immediately  to  cause  the  strictest  in- 
rcn  Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  de-  quiry  to  be  made  into  all  oppressions  which 
daration  corresponds  with  and  confirms  that  might  have  been  committed  either  against  the 
part  of  the  charge  produced  by  Rajah  Nund-  natives  or   Europeans,  and   into  all  abuses 
comar,  to  which  it  relates.     That  neither  this,  that  might  have  prevailed  in  the  collection  of 
nor  any  other  part  of  the  said  charge,   has  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of  the  civil  govern- 
been  at  any  time  directly  denied  or  disputed  ment  of  the  presidency,  and  to  communicate 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  made  to  the  directors  all   information  which   they 
to  his  &ce,  and  though  he  was  repeatedly  ac-  might  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  to 
cused  by  his  colleagues ,  who  were  appointed  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of  the  com- 
by  parliament  at  the  same  time  with  himself,  pany's    money."     That    the  above    petition 
of  peculation  of  every  sort.     That  instead  of  and  instruction  having  been  read  in  council, 
promoting  a  strict  inquiry  into  his  conduct  for  it  was  moved  that  the  petitioner  should  be  or- 
the  clearance  of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  dered  to  attend  the  next  day  to  make  good  hia 
did  repeatedly  endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  charge.     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  de- 
all    inquiry,  by  attempting   to  dissolve   the  clared,  "that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  pur- 
meetings  of  the  council,  at  which  such  char^  pose  of  the  majority  to  make  him  the  sole  ob- 
ges  were  produced,  and  by  other  means  ;  and  ject  of  their  personal  attacks.     That  they  had 
has  not  since  taken  any  steps  to  disprove  or  taken  their  line  and  might  pursue  it.     That  he 
refute    the  same.     That    the  said  Warren  should  have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this 
Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  September,  1775,  transaction,  but  as  they  would  be  equally  ap- 
assured  the  court  of  directors,  "  that  it  was  plicable  to  mcna/  othere,  which  in  the  course  of 
bis  fixed  determination  most  fully  and  liberally  this  business  were  likely  to  be  brought  before 
to  explain  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  the  board,  he  should  say  no  more  on  the  sub- 
on  the  points  on  which  he  had  been  injuri-  ject ;"  and  he  objected  to  the  motion.     That 
ously  arraigned,  and  to  afford  them  the  clear-  by  the  preceding  declaration  the  said  Warren 
est  conviction  of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  Hastings  did  admit,  that  many  other  charges 
propriety  of  his  motives  for  declining  a  present  were  likely  to  be  brought  against  him,  and 
defence  of  it ;"  and  having  never  since  given  that  such  charges  would  be  of  a  similar  nai* 
to    the  court  of    directors  any  explanation  ture  to  the  first,  viz.  a  corrupt  bargaining  tat 
whatever,  much  less  the  full  and  liberal  ex-  the  disposal  of  a  great  office,  since  he  declared 
planation  he  had  promised  so  repeatedly,  has  that  his  remarks  on  that  transaction  would  be 
thereby  abandoned  even  that  late  and  pro-  equally  applicable  to  the  rest;  and  that,  by  ob- 
traeted  defence,  which  he  himself  must  have  jecting  to  the  motion  for  the  personal  attend* 
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•nee  of  the  iccuser,  he  resisted  and  disobeyed  to  the  manners  either  of  Hindoos  or  Mnwel 
the  company's  instructions  ;  and  did,  as  far  as  men  ;  and  that  if,  under  such  pretences  the 
depended  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  obstruct  natives  were  to  be  exempted  from  taking  an 
and  prevent  all  inquiry  into  the  charge.  That  oath,  when  examined  by  the  governour  and 
in  so  doing  he  failed  in  his  duty  to  the  compa-  council,  all  the  inquiries  pointed  out  to  them 
ny ;  he  disobeyed  their  express  orders,  and  did  by  the  company's  instructions  might  stop,  or 
leave  the  charge  against  himself  without  a  be  defeated.  .That  no  valid  reason  was,  or 
reply,  and  even  without  a  denial ;  and  with  could  be  assigned,  why  the  said  phousdar 
that  unavoidable  presumption  against  his  in-  should  not  be  examined  on  oath ;  that  the 
nocence,  which  lies  against  every  person  ac-  charge  was  not  against  himself:  and  that,  if 
cused ,  who  not  only  refuses  to  plead,  but,  as  any  questions  had  been  put  to  him  tending  te 
fiur  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  make  him  accuse  himself,  he  might  luive  d^ 
examination  of  the  charge,  and  to  stifle  all  dined  to  answer  them.  That,  if  he  could  have 
inquiry  into  the  truth  of  it.  That  the  motion  safely  sworn  to  the  innocence  of  the  said  War- 
having  been  nevertheless  carried,  the  said  ren  Hastings,  from  whom  he  received  his  em- 
Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  day  following,  ployment,  he  was  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well 
declare,  *'  that  he  could  not  sit  to  be  confront-  as  justice,  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  te 
ed  with  such  accusers,  nor  suffer  a  judicial  have  consented  to  be  examined  on  oath.  That 
inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  board  (^  which  not  having  done  so,  and  having  been  support- 
he  was  president ;  and  declared  the  meeting  ed  and  abetted  in  his  refusal  by  the  said  War- 
of  the  board  dissolved."  That  the  board  ren  Hastings  himself,  whose  character  and 
continued  to  sit  and  examine  witnesses,  ser-  honour  were  immediately  at  stake,  the  whole 
▼ants  of  the  phousdar,  on  oath  and  written  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the  charge 
evidence,  being  letters  under  the  hand  and  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force  against 
aeol  of  the  phousdar,  all  directly  tending  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  who  on  this  occa- 
prove  the  charge ;  viz.  that  out  of  the  salary  sion  recurred  to  the  declaration  he  bad  be- 
of  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a  year  paid  fi>re  made  to  the  directors,  viz.  *^  that  he 
by  the  company,  the  said  phousdar  received  would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every 
but  thirty-two  thousand,  and  that  the  remain-  circumstance  of  his  conduct/'  but  has  never 
•  der  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  since  that  time  given  the  directors  any  expla- 
ings  and  his  banyan.  That  the  phousdar,  nation  whatsoever  of  his  said  conduct.  And 
though  repeatedly  ordered  to  attend  the  finally,  that  when  the  court  of  directors,  in 
board,  did,  under  various  pretences,  decline  January,  1776,  referred  the  question  (concoiH 
attending,  until  the  19th  of  May,  when  the  ing  the  legality  of  the  power  assumed,  and 
letters  stated  to  be  his,  that  is,  under  his  hand  repeatedly  exercised  by  the  said  Warrea 
and  seal,  being  shown  to  him,  it  was  proposed  Hastings,  of  dissolving  the  council  at  his 
by  a  member  of  the  board,  that  he  should  be  pleasure)  to  the  late  Charles  Sayer,  then 
asked,  whether  he  had  any  objection  to  swear  standing  council  of  the  East  India  company, 
to  the  truth  of  such  answers  as  he  might  the  said  Charles  Sayer,  declared  his  opinion 
make  to  the  questions  proposed  by  the  boa^.  in  favour  of  the  power  ;  but  concerning  the 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  objected  to  use  and  exercise  of  it  in  cases  stated,  did  de- 
his  being  put  on  oath.  That  the  question  was  clare  his  opinion  in  the  following  words  :  "  I 
nevertheless  put  to  him  in  consequence  of  a  believe  he,  Warren  Hastings,  is  the  first  go- 
resolution  of  the  board.  That  he  first  declined  vernour  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquir- 
to  swear,  under  pretence  that  it  toaa  a  matter  ing  into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  inno- 
of  aerioua  consequence  to  his  character  to  take  cent."  Before  he  could  summon  three  eoua- 
an  oath ;  and,  when  it  was  finally  left  to  his  cils  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  tirae  fully  to 
option,  he  declared,  "mean  people  might  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  sueh con- 
swear,  but  that  his  character  would  not  allow  duct,  to  convince  every  body  beyond  a  doubt  of 
him  ;  that  he  coukl  not  swear,  and  had  rather  his  conscious  guilt. 

subject  himself  to  a  loss."     That  the  evi-  That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  the 

dence  in  support  of  the  charge  being  on  oath  council,  constituting  a  lawful  act  of  the  gover- 

was  in  this  manner  left  uncontradicted ;  that  it  nour-general  and  council,  the  said  Kh&n  Jefaan 

was  admitted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  Kh&n  was  dismissed  from  the  office  of  phoos- 

that  neither  Mussulmen  or  Hindoos  are  for-  dar  of  Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  autho- 

bidden  by  the  precepts  of  their  religion   to  rity  of  the  board.     That,  wjthin  a  few  weeks 

swear.     That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  said  War-  afler  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  Monsoa, 

ren  Hastings  asserted,  that  it  was  repugnant  the  number  of  the  council  being  iben  eveo. 
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and  all  qaestions  being  then  determined  by  hj  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  he  bad  ao- 
the  governour-general's  casting  voice,  the  tually  deposited  the  sum  above  mentioned 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  move,  and  carry  it  in  the  hands  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer 
in  council,  that  the  said  Kh^  Jehan  Kh^  for  their  service,  it  does  not  appear,  that "  any 
should  be  restored  to  his  office ;  and  that  re-  entry  whatsoever  of  that,  or  any  other  pay- 
storation  not  having  been  preceded,  accompa-  ment  by  the  governour-general,  was  made  in 
nied,  or  followed,  by  any  explanation  or  de-  the  treasury  accounts,  at  or  about  the  time  ;** 
fence  whatsoever,  or  even  by  a  denial  of  the  nor  is  there  any  trace,  in  the  company's 
specific  and  circumstantial  charge  of  coUu-  books,  of  its  being  actually  paid  into  their 
sion  with  the  said  Khan  Jehan  KhSm,  has  con-     treasury. 

finned  the  truth  of  the  said  charge.  It  appears,  then,  by  the  confession  of  the 

That,  besides  the  sums  charged  to  have  been  said  Warren  Hastinj^s,  that  this  money  was 
paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  said  received  by  him  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
Nundcomar,  and  Munny  Begum,  and  Kh^  he  has  converted  it  to  the  property  and  use  of 
Jehan  Kh^in,  and  besides  the  sum  of  1 10,0002. ,     the  company. 

already  mentioned  to  have  been  accepted  with-         That   in  a  letter  from    the  said   Warren 
out  hesitation  by  him  as  a  present  on  the  part     Hastings  to  the  said  court  of  directors,  dated 
of  the  nabob  of  Oude  and  that  of  his  minis-     the  22d  of  May,  1782,  but  not  despatched,  as 
ters,  the  circumstances  of  which  have  been     it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at  that  time, 
particularly  reported  to  the  house  of  commons,     but  detained  and  kept  back  by  the  said  War- 
it  appears  by  the  confession  of  the  said  War-     ren  Hastings  till  the  16th  of  December  fol- 
ren  Hastings,  that  he  has,  at  different  times     lowing,  he  has  confessed  the  receipt  of  various 
since  the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  1773,  re-     other  sums,  amounting  (with  that  which  he 
ceived  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the     accepted  from  the  nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly 
express  prohibition  of  the  said  act,  and  his     200,000/.,  which  sums  he  affirmed  had  been 
own  declared  sense  of  the  evident  intent  and     converted  to  the  company's  property  through 
obligation  thereof.      That   in  the  month   of    his   means,    but    without    discovering    from 
June,  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made     whom,  or  on  what  account,  he  received  the 
to  the  council,  what  he  called  *'  a  very  unu-     same.     That,  instead  of  converting  this  mo- 
sual  tender,  by  offering  to  exonerate  the  com-     ney  to  the  company's  property,  as  he  affirm- 
pany  from  the  expense  of  a  particular  mea-     ed  he  had  done,  it  appears  that  he  had  lent 
sure,  and  to  take  it  upon  himself;  declaring     the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  company  upon 
that  he  had  already  deposited  two  lacks  of    bonds  bearing  interest,  which  bonds  were  de- 
rupees  (or  twenty-three  thousand  pounds)  in     manded  and  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught 
the  hands  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer  for     that  yet  appears,  have  never  been  given  up  or 
that  service."     That  in  a  subsequent  letter,     cancelled.     That    for    another    considerable 
dated  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  he  inform-     part  of  the  above  mentioned  sum  he  has  taken 
ed  the  court  of  directors,  that  "  this  money,     credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit  of  his  own 
by  whatever  means  it  came  into  their  pos-     property,  and  therefore  demandable  by   him 
session,  was  not  his  oum ;"  but  he  did  not     out  of  the  company's  treasury  at  his  discre- 
then,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  since,  made     tion.     That  all  sums  so   lent  or  deposited 
known  to  the  court  of  directors  from  whom,     are  not  alienated  from  the  person  who  lends 
or  on  what  account,  he  received  that  money,     or  deposits  the  same ;  consequently,  that  the 


as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  first 
instance  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  said  direc- 
tors signified  to  him  their  expectation  that  he 
should  communicate  to  them  "  immediate  in- 


declaration  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings, that  he  had  converted  the  whole  of  these 
sums  to  the  company  s  property,  was  not 
true ;  nor  would  such  a  transfer,  if  it  had 
formation  of  the  channel  by  which  ihis  money  really  been  made,  have  justified  the  said  War- 
caroe  into  his  possession,  with  a  complete  il-  ren  Hastings  in  originally  receiving  the  mo- 
lustration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  so  extraor-  ney;  which,  being  in  the  first  instance  con- 
dinary  an  event :"  but,  from  evidence  examined  trary  to  law,  could  not  be  rendered  legal  by 
in  England,  it  has  been  discovered  that  this  any  subsequent  disposition  or  application 
money  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  thereof;  much  less  would  it  have  justified  the 
ings,  from  Cheyt  Sing,  the  rajah  of  Benares,  said  Warren  Hastings  in  delaying  to  make  a 
who  was  soon  after  dispossessed  of  all  his  a  discovery  of  these  transactions  to  the  court 
property,  and  driven  from  his  country  and  of  directors,  until  he  had  heard  of  the  inqui- 
government  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings.  ries  then  begun,  and  proceeding  in  parliament ; 

That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  made     in  finally  making  a  discovery,  such  as  it  iSy 


178  ARTICLES  OP  CHARGE 

in  tennt  die  moit  intriotte,  obicure,  and  con-  qairy  into  the  miacooduct  of  any  peitNin,  k 

tradictory.     That,  instead  of  that  full   and  whom  pecuniary  trust  is  reposed.     That  the 

clear  e  planation  of  his  conduct,  which  the  said    Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  above 

court  of  directors  demanded,  and  which  the  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration    to  the 

Mid  Warren  Hastings  was  bound   to   give  court   of   directors   in  the  following  terns: 

them,  he  has  contented  himself  with  telling  *'  Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  from  mj 

the  said  directors,  that  '^  if  this  matter  was  to  own  cash  many  sums,  which,  tbongh  reqoirell 

be   exposed   to  the  view  of  the  public,  his  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  sti- ' 

reasons  for  acting  as  he  had  done  might  fiir-  tion,  I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  mj 

nish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  which    it  public  accounts,  and  my  own  fortune  being 

would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.     That   he  unequal  to  so  heavy  a  dnrge,  I  have  resolv- 

either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts  fi^m  ed  to  reimburse  myself  in  a  mode  the  most 

public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for    the  suitable  to  the  situation  of  your  affairs,  by 

amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  studied  ciiarging  the  same  in  my  durbar  accounts  of 

design,  which  his  memory  could  at  that  dis-  the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  sum 

tance  of  time  verify  ;  and  that  he  cotdd  have  privately  received^  -and  appropriated  to  votu 

concealed  them  from  their  eye  and  that  of  the  service  in  the  same  manner  with  other  sums 

public    for  ever.*'     That  the  discovery,  as  received  on  account  of  the  honourable  corapt* 
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far  as  it  goes,  establishes  the  guilt  of  the  said  ny,  and  already  carried  to  their  account.' 
Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  That,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  the 
law,  but  does  not  warrant  a  conclusion  that  he  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  in  posses- 
has  discovered  att  that  he  may  have  taken,  sion  of  the  government  of  Fort  William 
That,  on  the  contrary,  such  discovery  not  be-  about  twelve  years,  with  a  clear  salary,  or 
ing  made  in  proper  time,  and  when  made  be-  avowed  emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than 
ing  imperfect,  perplexed,  and  wholly  unsatis-  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year, 
&ctory,  leads  to  a  just  and  reasoni&hle  pre-  exclusive  of  which  all  the  principal  expenses 
sumption,  that  other  facts  of  the  same  nature  of  his  residence  were  paid  for  by  the  compa- 
have  been  concealed,  since  those,  which  he  ny.  That  if  the  services  moitioned  by  him 
has  confessed,  might  have  been  for  ever ;  and  were  required  to  enable  him  to  execute  the 
that  this  partial  confession  was  either  extorted  duties  of  his  station,  he  ought  not  to  have 
from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  dread  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his  public  accounts 
of  detection,  or  made  with  a  view  of  removing  at  the  times  when  the  expenses  were  incurred, 
suspicion,  and  preventing  any  further  inquiry  That  if  it  was  true,  as  he  affirms,  that  when 
into  his  conduct.  he  first  engaged  in  these  expenses  he  had  no 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  intention  to  carry  them  to  the  account  of  the 
to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  21st  of  Febru-  company,  there  was  no  subsequent  change  in 
ary,  1784,  has  confessed  his  having  privately  his  situation  which  could  justify  his  departing 
received  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount  from  that  intention.  That  if  his  own  fortune 
of  which  he  has  not  declared,  but  which,  in  the  year  1784  was  unequal  to  so  heavy  a 
from  the  application  he  says  he  has  made  of  charge,  the  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier 
it,  could  not  be  less  than  thirty-four  thousand  period  must  have  been  still  more  unequal  to 
pounds  sterling.  That  he  has  not  informed  so  heavy  a  charge.  That  the  fact  so  asserted 
the  directors  from  whom  he  received  this  mo-  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  leads  directly  to 
ney,  at  what  time,  nor  on  what  account ;  but,  an  inference  palpably  false  and  absurd,  viz. 
on  the  contrary,  has  attempted  to  justify  the  that  the  longer  a  govemour-general  holds  that 
receipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  appli-  lucrative  oflice,  the  poorer  he  must  become, 
cation  of  it,  which  was  unauthorized  and  un-  That  neither  would  the  assertion,  if  it  were 
warrantable,  and  which,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  true,  nor  the  inference,  if  it  were  admitted, 
for  receiving  money  privately ^  would  consti-  justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  said  War- 
tute  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous  na-  ren  Hastings,  in  resolving  to  reimburse  him- 
ture  to  the  company's  service.  That  in  at-  self  out  of  the  company's  property  without 
tempting  to  justify  the  receipt  and  application  their  consent  or  knowledge.  That  the  ac- 
of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured  to  es-  count  transmitted  in  this  letter  is  styled  by 
tablish  principles  of  conduct  in  a  governour,  himself  on  aggregate  of  a  contingent  tuxemnt 
which  tend  to  subvert  all  order  and  regularity  of  twelve  years.  That  all  contingent  accounts 
in  the  conduct  of  public  business;  to  encour^  should  be  submitted  to  those  who  ought  to 
age  and  facilitate  fraud  and  corruption  in  all  have  an  official  control  over  them,  at  annual 
offices  of  pecuniary  trust,  and  to  defeat  all  in-  or  other  shorter  periods,  in  order  that  the  ez- 
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peo9e  already  incurred  may  be  checked  and  ground  of  argument  stated  to  show  that  it 
examined  and  similar  expenses,  if  disapproved  might  be  credible,  that  any  native  of  India 
o(^  may  be  prohibited  in  time ;  that,  after  a  had  voluntarily  and  gratuitously  given  money 
very  long  period  is  elapsed,  all  check  and  con-  privately  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  that 
trol  over  such  expenses  is  impracticable ;  is,  without  some  prospect  of  a  benefit  in  re- 
and,  if  it  were  practicable  in  the  present  in-  turn,  or  some  dread  of  his  resentment  if  he 
stance,  would  be  completely  useless,  since  the  refused.  That  is  not  a  thing  to  be  believed, 
said  Warren  Hastings,  without  waiting  for  that  any  native  would  give  large  sums  pri- 
tbe  consent  of  the  directors,  did  resolve  to  re-  vately  to  a  govemour,  which  he  refused  to 
imburse  himself.  That  the  conduct  of  the  give  or  lend  publicly  to  government,  unless 
said  Warren  Hastings  in  witMiolding  these  it  were  to  derive  some  adequate  secret  advan- 
accounts  for  twelve  years  together,  and  then  tage  from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid  some  mis- 
resoJving  to  reimburse  himself  without  the  chief  horn  the  enmity,  of  such  govemour. 
consent  of  his  employers,  has  been  fraudulent  That  the  late  confessions  made  by  the  said 
in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  second  amounts  Warren  Hastings  of  money  received  against 
to  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority  law  are  no  proof  that  he  did  not  originally 
pJaced  over  him  by  law  ;  and  that  he  has  intend  to  appropriate  the  same  to  his  own  use 
tho-eby  set  a  dangerous  example  to  his  sue-  such  confessions  having  been  made  at  a  sut 
cesBors,  and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office  picious  moment,  when,  and  not  before  he  was 
under  him.  That  the  mode  in  which  he  has  apprized  of  the  inquiries  commenced  in  the 
rMod»ur8ed  himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much  house  of  commonis,  and  when  a  dread  of  the 
higher  order,  and  greatly  aggravates  whatever  consequence  of  those  inquiries  might  act  up- 
was  already  criminal  in  the  other  parts  of  this  on  his  mind ;  that  such  confessions,  from  the 
transaction.  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  obscure,  intricate,  and  contradictory  man- 
in  declaring  that  he  should  reimburse  himself  ner  in  which  they  are  made,  imply  guilt  in 
by  crediting  the  company  by  a  sum  privately  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  far  as  they  go ; 
reuioedy  has  acknowledged  himself  guilty  of  that  they  do  not  furnish  any  colour  of  reason 
an  illegal  act  in  receiving  money  privately,  to  conclude  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  mo- 
That  he  has  suppressed  or  withheld  every  par-  ney  which  he  may  have  corruptly  received  * 
ticular,  which  could  throw  any  light  on  a  con-  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  warrant  a  just 
duct  so  suspicious  in  a  govemour,  as  the  jpri-  and  reasonable  presumption,  that  in  discover- 
WEte  receipt  of  money.  That  the  general  ing  some  part  of  the  bribes  he  had  received,  he 
ecmfessioo  of  the  private  receipt  of  a  large  hoped  to  lull  suspicion,  and  thereby  conceal 
som  in  gross,  in  which  no  circumstance  of  and  secure  the  rest. 

time,  place,  occasion,  or  i>erson,  nor  even  the  That  the  court  of  directors,  when  the  for- 
amount,  is  specified,  tends  |o  cover  or  protect  mer  accounts  of  these  transactions  came  be- 
any act  of  the  same  nature  (as  far  as  a  gene-  fore  them,  did  show  an  evident  disposition  not 
ral  confession  can  protect  such  acts)  which  to  censure  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  but  to 
may  be  detected  bereafler,  and  which  in  fact  give  the  most  favourable  construction  to  his 
may  not  make  part  of  the  gross  sum  so  con-  conduct ;  that  nevertheless  they  found  them- 
fessed,  and  that  it  tends  to  perplex  and  de-  selves  obliged  "  to  confess  that  the  statement 
feat  all  inquiry  into  such  practices.  That  the  of  those  transactions  appeared  to  them  in  ma- 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  direc-  ny  parts  so  unintelligible j  that  they  felt  them- 
tors  that  he  has  resolved  to  reimburse  him-  selves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the 
self  in  a  mode  most  suitable  to  the  sittuUion  of  goveraour-general  for  an  explanation,  agree- 
tkeir  qffairSy  viz.  by  receiving  money  privately  aUy  to  his  promise  voluntarily  made  to 
againtt  law,  has  stated  a  presumption  highly  them." 

injurious  to  the  integrity  of  the  said  directors;         That  their  letter,  containing  this  requisi- 

viz.  that  they  will  not  object  to,  or  even  in-  tion,  was  received  in  Bengal  in  the  month  of 

qaire  into  any  extraordinary  expenses,  incur-  August,  1784,  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

red  and  charged  by  their  governours  in  India,  ings  did  not  embark  for  England  until  the  2d 

provided   such  expenses  are  reimbursed   by  of  February,  1785,  but  made  no  reply  to  that 

money  privately  and  illegally  received.    That  letter  before  his  departure,  owing,  as  he  has 

he  has  not  explained  what  that  situation  of  since  said,  to  a  variety  of  other  more  impor- 

their  afiliirs  was,  or  could  be,  to  which  so  tant  occupations.    That,  under   pretence  of 

dangerous   and  corrupt  a  principle  was  or  such  occupations,  he  neglected  to  transmit  to 

mi^t  be  applied.    That  no  evidence  has  been  the  court  of  directors  a  copy  of  a  paper, 

prmioced  to  prore  that  it  was  true,  nor  any  whidi,  he  says,  contained  the  only  account  he 

Vol.  IIT.-.12. 
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ever  kept  of  the  transaction.    That  such  a  indeed,  declared  that  his  motive  for  lending 

paoer,  or  a  copy  of  it,  might  have  heen  trans-  to  the  company,  or  depositing  in  their  trea- 

mitted  without  interrupting  other  important  sary  in  his  own  name,  money,  which  he  has, 

occupations,  if  any  could  be  more  important  in  other  places,  declared  to  be  their  property, 

than  that  of  giving  a  clear  and  satisfactory  was  to  avoid  ostentation,  and  that  leneUng 

answer  to  the  requisition  of  the  directors,  the  money  was  the  lecut  liable  to  reflection;  « 

That,  since  his  arrival  in  England,  he  has  yet,  when  he  has  stated  these  and  other  con-  ' 

written  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  that  court,  jectural  motives  for  his  conduct,  he  declare! 

professedly  in  answer  to  their  letter  above  he  will  not  affirm^  though  he  iajhrmly  penuad- 

mentioned,  but  in  &ct  giving  no  explanation  erf,  that  those  were  fas  sentiments  on  the  occur    ^ 

or  satisfaction  whatsoever  on  the  points  which  sion.     That  of  one  thing  only  the  said  War- 

they  had  declared  to  be  unintelligible.     That  ren  Hastings  declares  he  is  certain ;  viz. 

the  terms  of  his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  ob-  "  That  it  was  his  design  originally  to  have 

scure,  such  as  a  guilty  man  might  have  re-  concealed  the  receipt  orall  the  sums  except 

course  to,  in  order  to  cover  his   guilt,  but  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the     ;^ 

such  as  no  innocent  man,  from  whom  nothing  court  of  directors ;    but  that    when  fortiiM     ]*; 

was  required  but  to  clear  his  innocence,  by  threw  a  sum  in  his  way  of  a  magnitude  which    -] 

giving  plain  answers  to  plain  questions,  couki  could  not  be  concealedy  and  the  peculiar  deli-    ^ 

possibly  have  made  use  of.     That  in  his  let-  cacy  of  \aa  situation  at  the  time  in  which  he    \ 

ter  of  the  11th  of  July,  1785  he  says,  'Uhat  had  received  it  made  him  more  circumspect  of 

he  has  been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  infor-  appearances,  he  chose  toapprize  his  employers 

mation  required  as  above  was  y6<ea?p«ctedyro)fi  of  it.**     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  io- 

lum :  that  the  submission  which  his  respect  forms  the  directors  that  he  had  endorsed  the 

would  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the  com-  bonds  taken  by  him  for  money  belonging  to 

mand  imposed  on  him,  was  lost  to  his  recoU  the  company,  and  lent  by  him  to  the  compa- 

lection^  perhaps  from  the  stronger  impression,  ny,  in  order  to  guard  against  their  becoming 

which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  a  claim  on  the  company ^  as  a  part  of  hit 

led  on  his  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  estatey  in  the  everU  of  his  de(xth  ;  but  he  has 

as  a  reprehension  for  something  which  had  not  affirmed,  nor  does  it  any  where  appear, 

given  offence  in  his  report  of  the  original  that  he  has  surrendered  the  said  bonds,  as  he 

transaction,  than  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  ought  to  have  done.     That  the  said  Warren 

a  further  elucidation  of  it."  Hastings,  in  affirming  that  he  had  not  time 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  aflect-  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  di- 

ing  to  doubt  whether  the  information  express-  rectors,  while  he  was    in  Bengal — in   net 

ly  required  of  him  by  his  employers  was  ex-  bringing  with  him  to  England  the  docoments 

pected  or  not,  has  endeavoured  to  justify  a  necessary  to  enable  him    to  answer  those 

criminal   delay  and   evasion    in    giving   it.  questions,  or  in  pretending  that  he  has  not 

That,  considering  the  importance  of  the  sub-  brought  them — in  referring  the  directors  back 

ject,  and  the  recent  date  of  the  command,  it  again  to  Bengal  for  those  documents,  and  for 

is  not  possible  that  it  could  be  lost  to  his  7e-  any  further  information,  on  a  subject  on  which 

collection ;  much    less  is  it  possible  that  he  he  has  given  them  no  information,  and  partica- 

could  have  understood  the  specific  demand  of  larly  in  referring  them  back  to  a  person  in 

an  answer  to  specific  questions  to  be  intended  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which,  he  says,  contained 

only  as  a  reprehension  for  a  former  offence ;  viz.  the  only  account  he  ever  kept  of  the  transac- 

the  offi^nce  of  withholding  from  the  directors  tion,  while  he  himself  professes  to  doubt  whe- 

that  very  explanation  which  he  ought  to  havQ  ther  the   paper  be  stUl  in  bang,  whether  it 

given  in  the  first  instance.  That  the  said  War-  be  in  the  hands  of  that  perscm,  or  whether 

ren  Hastings,  in  his  answer  to  the  said  ques-  that  person  can  recollect  any  thing  distin^ 

tions,  cautiously  avoids  affirming  or  denying  concerning  it — has  been  guilty  of  gross  eva- 

any  thing  in  clear  positive  terms,  and  professes  sions,  and  palpable  prevarication  aind  deceit, 

to  recollect  nothing  with  absolute  certainty,  as  well  as  of  contumacy  and  disobedience  to 

That  he  has  not,  even  now,  informed  the  di-  the  lawful  orders  of  the  court  of  directors; 

rectors  of  the  name  of  any  one  person,  from  and  thereby  confirmed  all  the  former  evidence 

whom  any  part  of  the  money  in  question  was  of  his  having  constantly  used  the  influence  of 

received,  nor  what  was  the  motive  of  any  one  his  station  for  the  most  scandalous,  illegal,  and 

oerson  for  giving  the  same.    That  he  has,  corrupt  purposes. 
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iz.  sxtioRATiOR  OF  THX  OFFics  ov  court  by  the  act  of  the  ISth  year  of  hit  pre- 

AOTEKHonit*osN£&AL,  8«nt  majesty,  nominate  and  appoint  Edward 

Wholer,  Esquirei  to  succeed  to  the  oflice  in 

That  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  his  the  council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,whicb 
agent,  Lanchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  on  the  will  become  vacant  by  the  said  resignation, 
10th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1776,  ^^sig-  if  such  nomination  shall  be  ^proved  by  his 
aified  to  the  court  of  directors  his  desire  to  re-  majesty  t"  which  nomination  and  appoint- 
ngn  his  office  of  govemour-general  of  Ben*  ment  was  afterwards,  in  due  form,  approved 
g^,  and  requested  their  nomination  of  a  sue-  and  confirmed  by  his  majesty, 
cessour  to  the  vacan<7,  which  would  be  there-  That  the  court  of  directors  did,  by  a  post- 
by  occasioned  in  the  supreme  council,"  the  script  to  their  general  letter,  dated  25th  Octo- 
ODurt  <^  directors  did  thereupon  desire  the  her,  1776,  acquaint  the  govemour-general  and 
said  Lanchlin  Macleane  "  to  inform  them  of  council  at  Calcutta  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
^  authority  under  which  he  acted  in  a  point  said  resignation,  of  their  appointment  of  Ed- 
of  such  very  great  importance  f^  and  the  said  ward  Wheler,  Esquire,  to  fill  the  said  vacan- 
Tfi^irf^lin  Macleane  "  signifying  thereupon  cy,  and  of  his  majesty's  approbation  of  the 
Us  readiness  to  give  the  court  every  possible  said  appointment,  together  with  the  grounds 
satis&ction  on  ^t  subject,  but  the  powers  of  their  said  proceedings  ;  and  did  transmit  to 
with  which  he  was  intrusted  by  the  papers  in  the  said  govenour-general  and  council  copies 
Us  custody,  being  mixed  with  other  matters  of  the  said  instruments  of  appointment  and 
tif  a  natnre  extremely  confidential,  he  would  confirmation.'' 

sobnnt  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  any  That  the  said  despatches  from  the  court  of 
dvee  of  the  members  of  the  court,"  the  said  directors  were  received  at  Calcutta,  and  were 
eourt  of  directors  empowered  the  chairman,  read  in  council  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  in 
deputy  chairman,  and  Richard  Becher,  Es-  the  year  1777;  and  that  Warren  Hastings,  Es- 
quire, to  inspect  the  authorities,  powers,  and  quire,  having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  the  go- 
directions,  with  whidi  Mr.  Macleane  was  vernment  to  his  successour,  General  Claver* 
ihmished  by  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  the  pro-  ing,  and  having  observed  a  profound  silence 
positions  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  on  the  subject  of  the  said  despatches,  he,  the 
October,  1776,  and  to  report  their  opinion  said  General  Clavering,  did,  on  the  next  day, 
there(m.  And  the  said  conmiittee  did  accord-  being  the  20th  of  June,  by  a  letter  addressed 
ingly,  on  the  23d  of  the  said  month,  report,  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  require  him  to 
**  tluit,  having  conferred  with  Mr.  Macleane  surrender  the  keys  of  Fort  William  and  of 
on  the  subject  of  his  letter  presented  to  the  the  company's  treasuries ;  but  the  said  War- 
court  the  lltik!'.  instant,  they  found,  that,  from  ren  Hastings  did  positively  refuse  to  comply 
tbe  purport  of  Mr.  Hastings's  instructions,  with  the  said  requisition,  "  denying  that  his 
contained  in  a  paper  in  his  own  hand-writing  office  was  vacated,  and  declaring  his  resolution 
given  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  produced  by  him  to  assert  and  maintain  his  authority  by  every 
to  them,  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  would  not  legal  means." 

continue  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  unless  That  the  said  General  Clavering,  conoeiv* 
cotain  conditions,  therein  specified,  could  be  ing  that  the  office  of  govemour-general  was  va> 
obtained,  of  which  they  saw  no  probability ;  cated  by  the  arrival  of  the  said  despatches, 
and  Mr.  George  Vansittart  had  declared  to  which  acquainted  the  council-general  of  the 
them,  that  he  was  present  when  these  instruc-  resignation  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and 
tions  were  given  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  when  the  appointment  of  the  said  Edward  Wheler, 
Mr.  Hastings  empowered  Mr.  Macleane  to  Esquire,  and  that  he,  the  said  General  Gla- 
declare  his  resignation  to  the  said  court ;  that  vering,  had  in  consequence  thereof  legally 
Mr.  Stewart  had  likewise  confirmed  to  them  succeeded,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
that  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  him,  that  he  the  13th  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reign, 
had  given  directions  to  the  above  purpose  by  to  the  said  office  of  govemour-general,  become 
Mr.  Macleane."  vacant  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  did,  in  virtuo 
And  the  court  of  directors,  having  received  thereof,  issue  in  his  own  name  summonses  to 
from  the  said  report  due  satisfaction  respect-  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Fran- 
ing  the  authority  vested  in  the  said  Lanchlin  cis.  Esquire,  members  of  the  council,  to  at^ 
Macleane  to  propose  the  said  resignation  of  tend  the  same ;  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
the  office  of  govemour-general  of  Bengal,  did  said  Philip  Francis,'  Esquire,  who  obeyed 
unanimously  resolve  to  accept  the  same ;  and  the  said  summons,  did  take  the  oaths  as  go- 
did  also,  under  powers  vested   in  the  said  Ternour-general«  and  did  sit  and  preside  in 
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council  as  gorenoar-geDerftl ;  tnd  prepared    authority  therein  in  virtue  of  their  offices,  or 
seycral  acts  and  resolutions  in  the  said  capa-     as  a  court  of  justice,  but  were  consulted,  and 
citjr  of  gOTemour^general,  and  did  amongst     interposed  their  advice  only  as  individuals,  by 
other  things,  prepare  a  proclamation  to  be  made     the  voluntary  reference  of  the  parlies  in  the 
of  his  said  succession  to  the  government,  and     said  dispute.     And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  said     ings,  by  his  declaration  entered  in  minutes  of 
proclamation;  but  did  not  carry  any  of  the  acts  council,    "that  it  was  his  determination  to 
or  resolutions  so  prepared  into  execution.  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the  judges,"  and  by 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  not-  the  measures  he  had    previously  taken  as 
withstanding  thereof,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  aforesaid  to  enforce  the  same  by  arms,  did 
resolution  to  assert  and  maintain  his  authori'*  risk  all   the  dangerous  consequences  ai>ove 
ty,  illegally  and    unjustifiably  summon    the  mentioned ;  which  must  have  taken  place,  if 
council  to  meet  in  another  department,  and  the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip  Fran- 
did  sit  and  preside  therein,  apart  from  the  said  cis,  Esquire,  had  not  been  more  tender  of  the 
General  Clavering  and  his  council;  and  in  public  interests,  and  less  tenacious  of  their 
conjunction  with  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  own  rights,  and  had  persisted  in  their  claim, 
who  concurred  therein,  issued  sundry  orders,  as  they  were  by  law  entitled  to  do,  the  extrar 
and  did  sundry  acts  of  government  belonging  judicial  interposition  of  the  judges  notwith- 
to    the    office    of    governour-general ;    and,  standing ;  and  from  which  claim  they  receded 
amongst  others,  did  order  several  letters  to  be  only  from  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
written  in  the  name  of  the  govemour-general  the  settlement,  and  to  prevent  the  mischiefi 
and  council,  and  did  subscribe  the  same,  to  which  the  illegal  resistance  of  the  said  War- 
the  commandant  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Wil-  ren  Hastings  would  otherwise  infallibly  have 
Ham,  and  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Bar-  occasioned. 

rackpore,  and  to  the  commanding  officers  at         That  afler  the  said  judges  had  delivered 

the  other  stations,  and  also  to  the  provincial  their  opinion,  "  That  the  place  and  office  of 

councils  and  collectors  in  the  provinces,  en-  govemour-general  of  this  presidency  had  not 

joining  them  severally  "to  obey  no  orders,  yet  been  vacated  by  Warren  Hastings,  and  that 

excepting  such  as  should  be  signed  by  the  said  the  actual  assumption  of  the  government  by  the 

Warren  Hastings,or  a  majority  of  his  council."  member  of  the  council  next  in  succession  to 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  any  deduction 

the  said  proceedings,  which  were  contrary  both  which  could  be  made  from  the  papers  eommu- 

to  law  and  to  good  fiiith,  constitute  a  double  nicated  to  them,  would  be  absolutely  illegal  ;'* 

government,  thereby  destroying  and  annihilate  and    afler  the  said  General  Clavering  and 

ing  all    government  whatever ;   and   by  his  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  had  a^gai&cA  to  the 

■aid  orders  to  the  military  officers,  did  pre-  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  a  letter  dated  the 

pare  for  open  resistance  by  arms,  exposmg  21st  of  June,  **  their  intention  to  acquiesce  in 

ffiereby  the  settlement,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  the  opinion  of  the  judges  ;**  and  when  the  diA 

subject  of  or  dependent  on  the  British  govern-  ferences  in  the  supreme  council  were  by  these 

ment,  whether  native  or  European,  not  only  to  means  composed,  and  the  calamities  conse- 

political  distractions,  but  to  the  horrours  of  quent  thereon  were  avoided,  the  said  Warren 

civil  war ;  and  did,  by  exposing  the  divisions  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  did 

and  weakness  of  the  supreme  government,  once  more  endanger  the  public  peace  and  se- 

and  thereby  loosening  the  obedience  of  the  curity,  by  other  illegal,  unwarrantable,  and 

provinces,  shake  the  whole  foundation  of  Bri-  tmprovoked  acts  of  violence ;  having  omitted 

tish  authority,  and  imminently  endanger  the  to  summon  either  the  said  General  Clavering, 

existence  of  the  British  nation  in  India.  or  the  said  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  to  coun- 

That  the  said  evils  were  averted  only  by  oil :  and  having,  in  council  held  thus  private- 

the  moderation  of  the  said  General  Clavering  ly  and  clandestinely,  and  contrary  to  law,  on 

and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  in  consenting  to  Uie  22d  day  of  June,  come  the  following  reso- 

a  reference,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  cf  lutions,  viz. 

the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  judica-        "  Resolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders, 

ture,  althou^  they  entertained  no  doubt  them-  and  declarations  of  Lieutenant-General  John 

■elves  on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  Clavering,  recited  in  the  foregoing  papers 

the  validity  of  General  Clavering's  instant  [meaning  the  proceedings  of  General  Claver* 

right  to  the  chair ;  and  although  they  were  ing  in  his  separate  council  on  the  20th  of 

not  in  any  way  bound  by  law  to  consult  the  June]  he  has  actually  usurped  and  assumed, 

■aid  judges,  who  had  no  legal  or  judicial  and  taken  possession  of  the  place  and  office  of 
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gavemom^geoonl  of  the  prraideiicy  of  Fort  on  tho  t4th  of  June,  tiM  Mid  Warrai  Haat* 

William,  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the  act  of  the  ings  did  again  omit  to  nimmon  General  CI»- 

13th  of  his  present  majesty  to  Warren  Hast^  vering  to  council,  and  did  again,  together  wilh 

ings,  Esquire.  Richard   Barwell,   Esquire,  who  concurred 

"  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  therein,  adhere  to  and  confirm  the  said  illegal 

C layering  has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  resolutions  come  to  on  the  two  former  days,  de- 

Burrendered,  and  vacated  the  office  of  seniour  daring,  **  that  they  could  not  be  retracted  bat 

counsellour  of  Fort  William,  in  Boigal.  by  the  present  authority  of  the  law,  or  by  fii- 

"  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  ture  orders  from  home;*'  and  aggravating  the 

Clavering  has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  guilt  of  the  said  unjustifiable  acts  bj  declar- 

surrendered,  and  vacaied  bis  place  of  com-  ing,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  <<  that 

naader-in'Kdiief  of  the  company's  forces  in  they  were  not  the  precipitate  eOhctB  of  an 

India.  instant  and  passionate  impulse,  bat  the  firuita 

"  Resolved,  that  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  of  long  and  most  temperate  deliberations,  of 

by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  parliament  and  by  inevitable  necessity,  and  of  the  strictest  sense 

the  death  of  the  honourable  George  Monson,  of  public  duty,  and  a  conviction  equal  in  ita 

Esquire,  is  promoted  to  the  office  of  seniour  impression   on  his  mind    to   absolute  oer* 

counsellor  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  William,  tainty." 

in  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  the  said  relin-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  the 
qoishment,  resignation,  surrender,  and  vaca-  less  excusable  in  this  obstinate  adherence  to 
tion  of  General  Clavering.  his  former  unjust  proceedings,  as  the  said  d*» 
**  Resolved,  that  the  office  of  commander-  clarations  were  made  in  answer  to  a  motion 
in-chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  India,  by  made  by  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  re- 
tbe  relinquishment,    resignation,  surrender,  versal  of  the  said  proceedings,  and  to  a  mi- 
and  vacation  ofGeneral  Clavering,  and  by  the  nute  introducing  the  said  motion;  in  which 
death  of  the  honourable  George  Monson,  Es-  Mr.  Francis  set  forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible 
quire,  does  no  longer  exist.  manner,  and  in  terms  with  which  the  court  of 
**  Resolved,  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  directors  have  since  declared  their  «itireoon- 
legality  of  our  proceedings,  Lieutenant-Gene-  currence,  both  the  extreme  danger  and  the  il« 
ral  John  Clavering  be  not  in  future  summoned  legality  and  invalidity  of  the  said  proceedings 
or  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  govemour-  of  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell, 
general  and  council ."  Esquire,  concluding  the  said  minute  by  the  fol- 
And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Rich-  lowing  conciliatory  declaration :  '*  and,  that 
ard  Barwell,  Esquire,  did  again  sit  in  council  this  salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded  bj 
on  the  next  day,  being  the  23d  of  June,  with-  any  idea  or  suspicion  that  General  Clavering 
out  summoning  either  General  Clavering,  or  may  do  any  act   inconsistent  with  The  ao- 
Philip  Francis,  Esquire ;  and  did  come  to  quiescence,  which  both  he  and  I  have  avow- 
several  other  resolutions,  and  make  several  ed  in  the  decision  of  the  judges,  I  will  under- 
orders,  contrary  to  law  and  justice,  and  in-  take  to  answer  for  him  in  this  respect ;  or 
consistent  wiih  the  tranquillity  and  the  securi-  that,  if  he  should  depart  from  the  true  spirit 
ty  of  the  settlemoit ;  that  is  to  say,  they  or-  and  meaning  of  that  aoquiescooce,  I  will  not 
dered  their  secretary  "  to  notify  to  General  be  a  party  with  him  in  such  proceedings." 
Clavering,  that  the  board  had  declared  his  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  could  not 
<^ices  of  seniour  counsellour  and  commander-  plead  ignorance  of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the 
in-chief  to  be  vacant;  and  to  furnish   him  said  illegal  acts,  as  it  appears  from  the  pro- 
with  a  copy  of  these  proceedings,  containing  oeedings  of  the  four  preceding  days,  that  he  wa« 
the  groimds  of  the  board  for  the  aforesaid  de-  well  acquainted  widi  the  tenure  by  which  the 
daration.''  members  of  the  council  held  their  offices  un- 
And  they  ordered  extracts  <^  the  said  pro-  der  the  act  of  the  13th  of  his  present  majesty, 
oeedings  *'  to  be  issued  in  general  order8,with  and  had  stated  the  same  as  a  ground  for  re- 
letters  to  all  the  provincial  councils  and  mili-  taining  his  own  (^ce,  contrary  to  an  express 
tary  stations,  directing  than  to  publish  the  declaration  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  an 
same  in  general  orders :"  and  they  resolved,  instrument  under  the  sign  manual  of  his  nut> 
"  that  all  military  returns  be  made  to  the  go-  jesty :  and  the  judges  o£  the  supreme  court, 
vemour-general  and  council  in  their  military  in  their  reasons   for  their  decision  in   hit 
department,  until  a  commander-in-chief  shall  favour,  had  stated  the  provisions  in  the  atoA 
be  appointed  by  the  company."  act,  so  fiur  as  th^  related  to  the  matter  in  dl0» 
That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  say,  pute ;   from  which'  it  appeared,  that  thar* 
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were  bat  finv  groands  on  which  the  office  of  the  more  indecent  in  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

mny  memher  of  tlie  council  could  be  vacated  ;  ings,  as  he  was  at  the  same  moment  dba- 

Mtmely,  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  pro-  vowing  and  refusing  to  give  efiect  to  his  own 

motion.     And  as  the  act  confined  the  power  clear  and  express  resignation,  according  to 

of  removal  to  ^^  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  word  as 

vuccessours,  upon  representation  made  by  the  used  in  the  said  act,  made  by  bis  agent,  daly 

court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  company  authorized  and  instructed  by  himself  so  to  do, 

for  the  time  being  ;**  and  conferred  no  such  to  an  authority  competent  to  receive  and  ac- 

power  on  the  govemour-general  or  a  majority  eept  the  same. 

of  the  council,  to  remove,  on  any  ground,  or  That  although  tho  said  Warren  Hastings 
for  any  cause  whatever,  one  of  their  col-  did  afterwards  recede  from  the  said  ille^ 
leagues ;  so,  granting  the  claim  of  General  measures  in  compliance  with  the  opiniim  auod 
Clavering  to  the  chair,  and  his  acts  done  in  advice  of  the  judges  again  interposed,  and  did 
fiirtberance  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal  and  thereby  avoid  the  guilt  of  such  ftuther  acts, 
criminal  in  whatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  and  the  blame  of  such  further  evils,  as  must 
fomiah  to  the  rest  of  the  council  any  ground  have  been  consequent  on  a  persistence  tbere- 
lo  remove  him  from  his  office  of  counsellour  in  ;  yet  he  was,  nevertheless,  still  guilty  of 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act :  and  the  illegal  acts  above  described  ;  and  the  same 
there  could  therefore  remain  only  his  rengrui'  are  great  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 
iion  or  promotioHy  as  a  possible  means  of  va-  That  although  the  judges  did  decide  that 
eating  his  said  office.  But  with  regard  to  the  the  office  of  governour-general,  held  by  the 
promotion  of  General  Clavering  to  the  office  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  ipso  facto  and 
of  govemour-general,  although  he  claimed  it  mstanter  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  the  said 
himself,  yet,  as  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  admit  despatches  and  documents  transmitted  by  the 
it,  and  as  in  fact  it  was  even  receded  from  by  eourt  of  directors  ;  and  did  consider  the  said 
General  Ciavering,  it  could  not  be  considered,  consequences  of  the  resignation  as  awaiting 
at  least  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  valid  ground  some  future  act  or  event  for  its  complete  and 
fer  vacating  his  office  of  seniour  counsellour,  effectual  operation  ;  yet  the  said  judges  did 
since  the  act  requires  for  that  purpose,  not  not  declare  any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  inva- 
a  rejected  claim,  but  an  actual  and  effectual  lidity  of  the  said  acts  of  Lauchlin  Macleane, 
promoticm  %  and  General  Clavering's  office  Esquire,  as  not  being  binding  on  his  princi- 
of  counsellour  could  no  more  be  vacated  by  pal,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  nor  did  they 
such  a  naked  claim,  unsupported  and  disal-  declare  any  opinion  that  the  obligation  of  the 
lowed,  than  the  seat  of  a  member  of  the  house  said  resignation  was  not  from  the  beginning 
of  commons  could  be  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  conclusive  and  effectual,  although  its  opera- 
issued  to  supply  the  vacancy,  by  his  claim  to  tion  was  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  on 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  Chiltem  Hun-  account  of  the  distance  between  England  and 
dreds,  when  his  majesty  has  refused  to  ap-  India,  to  take  place  only  in  future ;  or  that 
point  him  to  said  office.  And  with  regard  the  said  resignation  made  by  Lauchlin  Mac- 
to  resignation,  aUhougfa  the  said  Warren  leane.  Esquire,  was  only  an  offer  or  proposal 
Hastings,  as  a  colour  to  his  illegal  resolutions,  of  a  resignation  to  be  made  at  some  future  and 
had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  **  resigned  '*  indefinite  period,  or  a  mere  intimation  of  the 
amongst  those  of  "  relinquished,  surrendered,  desire  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  re- 
and  vacated,"  yet  he  well  knew  that  General  sign  at  some  future  and  indefinite  period,  and 
Clavering  hnd  made  no  offer  nor  declaration  that  the  said  resignation,  notwithstanding  the 
of  hie  resignation  of  his  offices  of  seniour  acceptance  thereof  by  the  court  of  directors, 
counsellour  and  commander-in-chief;  and  that  and  the  regular  appointment  and  confirma- 
he  did  not  claim  the  office  of  govemour-gene-  tion  of  a  successour,  was  still  to  remain  op- 
ral  on  the  ground  of  any  such  resignation  tional  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  be  ra- 
made  by  himself,  but  on  the  ground  of  a  re-  tified  or  departed  from  at  his  future  choice  or 
signatien  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  pleasure ;  nor  did  the  said  judges  pronounce, 
which  resignation  the  said  Warr^i  Hastings,  nor  do  any  of  their  reasonings,  which  accom- 
did  not  admit ;  and  the  use  of  the  term  re-  panied  their  decision,  tend  to  establish  it  as 
aipted,  on  that  occasion,  was  therefore  a  mani-  their  opinion,  that  even  the  time  for  ratifying 
femt  and  wilful  misconstruction  and  misappli-  and  completing  the  said  transaction  vras  to 
cation  of  the  words  o(  the  act  of  his  present  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  said  Warren 
majesty.  And  such  misinterpretation  and  Hastings ;  but  they  only  delivered  their  opin- 
ftlM  extension  of  the  term  of  resignation  was  ion,  as  aforesaid,  that  his  said  office  "  has  not 
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ya  been  vacated,  and  therefore  that  the  actual  a  half  after  the  date  of  the  said  reaolatioo ; 
assumption  of  the  government  by  the  member  and  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly  declaring, 
of  the  council  next  in  succession  was,  in  the  that  he  did  not  consider  his  resignation  as 
actual  circumstances,  and  rebus  sic  stantibus^  binding  for  the  present.  And  the  said  inten- 
illegal."  tion  was  manifested,  if  possible,  still  more 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  does  no-  directly  and  expressly  in  a  letter  written  by 
where  himself  contend,  that  the  said  resigna-  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  di- 
tion  was  not  iJ>solute,  but  optional,  according  rectors,  dated  the  15th  of  August,  1777,  being 
to  the  true  meaning  and  understanding  of  the  almost  two  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  said 
parties  in  England,  and  so  &r  as  the  acts  of  despatches  ;  in  which  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  and  the  court  of  ings  declares,  that  "  he  did  not  hold  himself 
directors  were  binding  on  him ;  but,  on  the  bound  by  the  notification  made  by  Mr.  Mao- 
contrary,  he  grounds  his  refusal  to  complete  leane,  nor  by  any  of  the  acts  consequent  of 
the  same,  not  on  any  interpretation  of  the  it," 

words  in  which  the  said  resignation,  and  the  That  such  appearing  to  have  been  the  in* 
other  instruments  afwesaid  were  conceived,  tention  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  General 
but  rather  on  a  disavowal  (not  direct  indeed,  Clavering  was  justified  in  immediately  as- 
but  implied)  of  his  said  agent,  and  of  the  suming  the  government,  without  waiting  for 
powers  under  which  the  said  agent  had  claim-  any  future  act  of  the  said  Warr^i  Hasting! 
ed  to  act  in  his  behalf.    Neither  did  the  said  for  the  actual  surrender  of  the  said  govem- 
Warren  Hastings  ground  his  said  refusal  on  ment,  none  such  being  likely  to  happen ;  and 
any  objection  to  the  particular  day,  or  period,  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  was  justified  in  sup- 
or  circumstances,  in  which  the  requisition  of  porting  General  Clavering  in  the  same  on 
General   Clavering  was  made;  nor  accom-  the  soundest  principles  ofjustice,  and  on  a  maz- 
pany  the  said  refusal  with  any  qualification  in  im  received  in  courts  of  equity,  namely,  that 
that  respect,  or  with  any  intimation  that  he  no  one  shall  avail  himself  of  his  own  wrong ; 
would,  at  any  future  or  more  convenient  sea-  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or  negfoct  to  per- 
son, comply  with   the  same ;  although  such  form  that  which  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  righta 
an  intimation  might  probably  have  induced  of  others  shall  not  be  prejudiced  thereby,  but 
General  Clavering  to  wave  an  instant  and  im-  such  acts  shall   be  deemed  and  reputed  to 
mediate  claim  to  the  chair,  and  might,  there-  have  been  actually  performed,  and  all   the 
fore,  have  prevented    the  distractions  which  consequences  shall  be  enforced,  which  would 
happened,  and   the  greater  evils  which  im-  have  followed  from  such  actual  performance, 
pended,  in  consequence  of  the  said  claim  of  And    therefore  the  resolutions    moved  and 
General  Clavering,  and  the  said,  tefusal   of  voted  in  council  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Warren  Hastings,   Esquire.     Bdt  the  said  declaring  the  offices  of  General  Clavering  to 
WarrenHastingsdid,on  the  contrary,  express  be  vacant,  were  not  only  illegal,  inasmuch, 
his  said  refusal  in  such  general  and  unqualified  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  no  autho- 
terms  as  intimated  an  intention  to  resist  ab-  rity  to  warrant  such  a  declaration,  even  on 
solutely  and  altogether,  both  then  and  at  any  the  supposition  of  the  acts  of  General  Claver- 
future  time,  the  said  requisition  of  General  ing  being  contrary  to  law ;  but  the  said  reao- 
Clavering.    And   the    subsequent   proceed-  lutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and  crimi- 
ings  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  do  all  con-  nal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  acts  done  by  Gene- 
cur  in  proving  that  such  was  his  intention ;  ral   Clavering,  which  were   made  the  pre- 
fer he  did  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  ad-  tence  of  that  proceeding,  were  strictly  regular 
vice  of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution    in  and  legal. 

council  "  that  all  parties  be  placed  in  the  same  That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

situation  in  which  they  stood  before  the  re-  ings  to  ratify  the  resignation,  and  his  disavow^ 

ceipt  of  the  last  advices  from  England ;  reserv-  al  of  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane,  his  agent, 

ing  and  submitting  to  a  decision  in  England  is  not  justified  by  any  thing  contained  in  hit 

the  ^  respective  claims   that  each  party   nmy  said  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  on 

conceive  they  have  a  right  to  make,  but  not  the  15th  of  August,  1777,  the  said  Warren 

acting  upon  those  claims  till  such  decision  Hastings    no  where  directly  and  positively 

shall  arrive  in  Bengal ;"  thereby  clearly  and  asserting,  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane 

explicitly  declaring,  that  it  was  not  his  in-  was  not  his  agent,  and  had  not   both  full 

taction  to  surrender  the  government  until'such  and  general  powers,  and  even  particular  ia- 

deeision  shoukl  arrive  in  Bengal,  which  could  structiona  for  this  very  act ;   although    the 

not  be  expected  in  less  time  than  a  year  and  said  Warren  Hastings  uses  many  indiract  tnd 
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cireuitoot,  bat  inmfficieot  and  inapplicable  in-  ingi,  Eaqaire,  waa  a  breadi  of  Adth  with  tbt 
f  inuations  to  that  effect.  And  the  said  letter  court  of  directors,  and  hi>  majesty's  ministers 
does,  on  the  contrary,  contain  a  clear  and  ex-  in  England;  as  the  said  resignation  was  not 
press  avowal,  that  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  merely  a  voluntary  offer,  without  any  conside- 
wos  his  confidential  agent,  and  that  in  that  ca-  ration,  and  therefore  subject  to  be  recalled  or 
pacity  he  acted  throughout  and  particularly  in  retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Warrea 
this  special  matter,  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  Hastings,  but  ought  rather  to  be  considered 
And  the  said  letter  does  further  admit  in  as  having  been  the  result  of  a  negotiation  car- 
affect  the  instructions  produced  by  the  said  ried  on  between  Mr.  Macleane  for  the  benefit 
Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  on  the  one 
Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  and  relied  on  hand,  and  by  the  court  of  directors  for  the  io- 
and  confided  in  by  the  court  of  directors,  by  terests  of  the  company  on  the  other ;  which 
which  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane  appeared  view  of  the  transaction  will  appear  the  more 
to  be  specially  empowered  to  declare  the  said  probable,  when  it  is  considered  that  at  the  time 
resignation ;  the  words  of  the  said  instruc-  of  the  said  resignation,  a  strict  inquiry  bad 
tion  being  as  follows :  "  that  he  (Mr.  Hast-  been  carrying  on  by  the  court  of  director! 
mgatoill  not  continue  in  the  government  of  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings; 
Bengal*^  **  unless  certain  conditions  therein  and  the  solicitor  and  counsel  to  the  company, 
specified  can  be  obtained  :**  and  the  words  and  other  eminent  counsel,  bad  given  it  as 
of  the  said  letter  being  as  follow :  '*  What  their  opinions,  on  cases  stated  to  them,  that 
I  myself  know  with  certainty  or  can  recol-  there  were  grounds  for  suing  the  said  Warren 
lect  at  this  distance  of  time,  concerning  the  Hastings  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equi^ ;  and 
powers  and  instructions  which  were  given  to  that  the  company  would  be  entitled  to  re> 
Messieurs  Macleane  and  Graham,  when  they  cover  in  the  said  suits  against  Warren  Hastr 
undertook  to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  ings.  Esquire,  several  very  large  sums  of 
circumstantially  relate.  money  taken  by  him  in  his  office  of  gover- 

'*  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers,  which  nour-general,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  breach 

were  presented  to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  his  covenants,  and  of  his  duty  to  the  com- 

of  their  departure  from  Bengal ;  one  of  which  pany  and  the  public ;  and  the  court  of  direo- 

comprises  four  short  propositions,  which  I  re-  tors  had  also  come  to  various  severe  resolu- 

quired  a»  the  concUtione  of  my  being  coi\firmed  tions  of  censure  against  the  said  Warren 

in  tJtU  government^*  Hastings,  and  amongst  others  to  a  resolution 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  recall  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  re- 
does here  artfblly  somewhat  change  the  words  move  him  from  his  office  of  govemour-gener- 
of  his  written  instructions  (and  which,  hav-  al,  to  amjjKcr  for  sundry  great  crimes  and 
ing  in  his  possession,  he  n)ight  as  easily  delinquen^es  by  him  committed  in  his  said 
Mve  given  verbatim)  to  other  words  which  office. 

may  appear  less  explicit,  yet  they  are  in  fact  And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable, 

capable  of  only  the  same  meaning ;  for  as,  at  that  the  said  resignation  was  tendered  and  ac- 

the  time  of  giving  the  said  instructions  to  his  cepted  as  a  consideration  for  some  beneficial 

agents,  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his  office,  concessions  made  in  consequence  thereof  to 

he  could  want  no  confirmation  therein,  except  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  his  said  danger- 

hie  oum;  and,   in  such  circumstances,  <<  to  ous  and  desperate  condition, 

require  certain  things,  as  Ihe  ooruiitioni  of  hit  And  the  said  refusal  was  also  an  act  of 

heing  eor\firmed  in  Ids  government,  is  tanta-  great  disrespect  to  the  court  of  directors  and 

mount  to  a  declaration,  that  fie  loiU  not  con^  to  his  majesty ;  and  by  rendering  abortive 

tinue  in  hie  govfmment,  unlet*  Ihxfte  eopditiont  their  said  measures,  solemnly  and  deliberate* 

can  be  obtained."    And  the  said  attempt  at  ly  taken,  and  ratified  and  confirmed  by  lus 

prevarication  can  serve  its  author  the  less,  as  majesty,  tended  to  bring  the  authority  oif  the 

either  both  sentences  have  one  and  the  same  court  of  directors,  and  of  his  majesty  iiatooo» 

meaning,  or  if  their  meaning  be  different,  tempt. 

the  original  instructions  in  his  own  hand-  And  the  said  refusal  was  an    injury  to 

writing,  or,  in  other  words  the  thing  itself,  Seneral  Clavering. 

must  be  preferred  as  evidence  of  iu  contents  to  And  was  also,  or  might  have  been,  a  great 

A  loose  statement  of  its  purport,  founded,  per-  injury  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esqnire. 

Jiaps,  on  a  loose  recollection  of  it  at  a  great  And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  U 

distance  of  time.    .  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Esquure,  as  also  to  Mr. 

.    That  the  refusal  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  whoM  kmoaf 
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and  yeradtf  were  tbereb^r  broogfat  into  qaee-  wmi  added  a  perminicm  to  Mr.  Fruer  to 

tioD,  doubt,  and  suspicion.  make  dobundij  or  special  repairs,  whenever 

And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  the  he  should  judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge 

affairs  of  the  servants  of  the  company  in  In-  of  government. 

dia,  by  shaking  the  confidence  to  be  placed  in         That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  man- 

their  agents  by  those  persons  with  whom  it  ner  of  their  acceptance  by  the  supreme  coun- 

migfat  be  for  their  interest  to  negotiate  on  cil,  without  having  previously  advertised  for 

any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus  sub-  proposals,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  duration, 

jecting  the  communication  of  persons  abroad  were  made  in  direct  violation  of  the  special 

with  those  at  hcMne  to  difficulties  not  known  orders  of  the  court  of  directors, 
before.  That  so   (ar  from  any  advantage  having 

been  obtained  for  the  company  in  the  terms  of 

— — —  these  contracts,  in  consideration  of  the  length 

of  time  for  which  they  were  to  continue,  the 

Z.  fUROXOii-OEinBKAi.'8  COHT&AOT.  expense  of  government  upon  this  article  was 

increased  by  these  engagements  to  a  very 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  great  amount, 
year  1777,  did  grant  to  the  surgeon-general  a        That   it  appears  that   this  contract   had 

oootract  for  three  years,  for  ddfraying  every  been    held  for  some   years   before   by  the 

kind  of  hospital  and  medicine  expense,  not  rajah  of  Burdwan,  at  the  rate  of  25,000  ru- 

only  in  breach  of  the  general  order  of  the  pees  per  annum. 

eoort  of  directors  with  respect  to  the  duration         That  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  re- 

of  contracts,  but  in  direct  opposition  to  a  pairs,  after  an  accurate  and  diligent  survey  of 

INuticular  order  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  bunds  and  pools,  and  the  provincial  coun- 

of  the  SOth  of  March,   1774,  when  they  di-  cil  of  Burdwan,  upon  the  best  information 

rected,  "  that  the  surgeon  should  not  be  per<  they  could  procure,  had  delivered  it  as  their 

oiitted  to  enjoy  any  emolument  arising  from  his  opinion  to  the  governour-general  and  council, 

being  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients ;  and  before  the  said  agreement  was  entered  into, 

that  the  occupations  of  surgeon  and  contractor  that  after  the  heavy  expense  (stated  in  Mr. 

should    be  forthwith  separated."     That   the  Kinlock*s  estimate,  viz.  119,405  sicca  rupees) 

said  contract  was  in  itself  highly  improper,  if  disbursed  as  they  recommended,  the  charge 

and   inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  ser-  in  future  seasons  would  be  greatly  reduced, 

vice ;  as  it  afforded  the  greatest  temptation  to  ami  after  one  thorough  and  iffeetwd  repair , 

abuse,  and  established  a  pecuniary  interest  in  they  concaved  a  email  annual  evpeMe  would 

the  surgeon-general,  contrary  to  tho  doties  of  he  euffleieni  to  keep  the  burtde  up  and  prevent 

bis  station  and  profossicm.  ihar  going  to  decay. 

That  whatever  extraordinary  and  unusual 

— — «—  damages  the  pools  and  bunds  might  have  sus- 
tained, either  from  the  neglect  of  the  rajah's 

XI.  coiTTBACTS  TOR  POOLBUiTDr  officers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the  then  late 

REPAIRS.  rains,  and  the  torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to 

justify  the  expense  of  the  first  year,  yet  as 

That  the  governour-general  and  eouiicil  they  were  all  considered  and  included  in  the 

at  Fort  William  did,  on  the  motion  and  re-  estimate  for  that  year,  there  could  be  no  pre- 

comm«idation  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  tence  for  allowing  and  continuing  so  large  and 

enter  into  a  contract  with  Archibsild  Frazer,  burthensome  a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per 

Esquire,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1778,  for  the  annum  for  the  four  succeeding  years. 
npairs  of  the  pools  and  banks  in  the  pro-         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  his 

vince  of  Burdwan,  for  two  years,  at  the  rate  minutes  of  the  12th  of  February,  1778,  him- 

of  120,000  sicca  rupees   for  the  first  year,  self  support  that  opinion,  in  the  comparison 

and  80,000  rupees  for  tbe  second  year.  to  be  nwde  between  Mr.  Thomson's  propo- 

Tfaat  on  the  19th  of  December,  1778,  the  sals  of  undertaking  the  same  service   for 

nod  Warren  Hastings  did  further  persuade  60,000  rupees  a  year,  for  nine  years,  and 

tiie  snpreme  council   to   prolong   the   term  the  terms  of  Mr.  FraseHs  contracts ;  prefer- 

of  the  above  cotitract  with  Archibald  Fra-  ring  the  latter,  because  these  were  < Mo  effect  a 

ler  for  the  space  of  three  years  more  on  complete  repair,  which  could  hardly  be  oon- 

tbe  same  conditions ;  naiiwly,  the  payment  of  eluded  in  any  season,  and  the  tubseqnant  ez« 

80,()00  sicca  mpeet  for  each  year.    To  -which  peose  would  be  but  trifling. 
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Notwilhfltifkding  which,  the  nid  Warren  meet,  and  managed  by  a  contractor,  the  coa- 
Hastings  urged  and  prevailed  upon  the  council  tracts  for  providing  it  were  subject  to  the 
to  allow  the  first  year  the  full  amount  propos-  company's  fundamental  regulation,  namely,  to 
ed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his  estimate  of  the  ne-  be  put  up  to  auction,  and  disposed  of  to  the 
cessary  repairs,  and  did  burthen  the  company  best  bidder ;  and  that  the  company  particu- 
with  what  he  must  have  deemed  to  be,  for  the  larly  ordered  that  the  commodity,  when  pro- 
greater  part  an  unnecessary  expense  of  80,000  vided,  should  be  consigned  to  the  board  of 
rupees  per  annum  for  four  years.  trade,  who  were  directed  to  dispose  thereof 

That  the  permission  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  by  public  auction, 

to  make  dobunds,  or  new  and  additional  em-  That  in  May,  1777,  the  said  Warren  Hast^ 

bankments  in  aid  of  the  old  ones,  whenever  ings  granted  to  John  Mackenzie  a  contract 

he    should    judge    them   necessary,  at    the  for  the  provision  of  opium,  to  contmue  three 

charge  of  government  (the  said  charge  to  be  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals; 

yerified  by  the  oath  of  the  said  Frazer,  with-  that  this  transaction  was  condemned  by  the 

oat  any  voucher)  was  a  power  very  much  to  court  of  directors,  notwithstanding  a  clause 

be  suspected,  and  very  improper  to  be  en-  had  been  inserted  in  that  contract,  by  whidi  it 

trusted  to  a  contractor,  who  had  already  cove-  was  left  open  to  the  court  of  directors  to  aoool 

nanted  to  keep  the  oki  pools  in  perfect  re-  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  firat  or  se* 

pair,  and   to  construct  new  (mes  wherever  cond  year. 

the  old   pools  had  been  broken  down  and  That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1780  the 

washed  away,  or  where  the  course  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to 

rivers  might   have   rendered  new  ones  ne-  the  order  above  mentioned,  did  take  away  the 

cessary,  in  consideration  of  the  great  sums  sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of  trade, 

stipulated  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  govern-  though  he  disclaimed,  at  the  same  time,  any 

ment.  irUerUion  qf  implying  a  centure  on  their  num- 

That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  agement, 
and  the  permission  afterwards  annexed  to  the  That  in  March,  1781,  the  said  Warren 
second  of  the  said  grants,  become  much  Hastings  did  grant  to  Stephen  Sulivan,  son  of 
more  reprehensible  from  the  consideration  of  Lawrence  Sulivan,  chairman  of  the  court  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  person,  to  whom  directors  of  the  East-India  company,  a  con- 
such  a  grant  was  made.  tract  for  the  provision  of  opium,  without  ad- 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  service  re-  vertising  for  proposals,  and  without  even  re- 
quired local  knowledge  and  experience,  which  ceiving  any  written  proposals  firom  him,  the 
tfie  said  Archibald  Frazer,  being  an  officer  in  said  Sulivan  ;  that  he  granted  this  contract 
the  supreme  court  of  justice,  could  not  have  for  four  years,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
possessed.  Sulivan,  did  omit  that  clause,  which  was  in- 
serted in  the  preceding  contract,  and  by  which 
■  ■  it  was  rendered  liable  to  be  determined  by 

orders  from  the  company ;  the  said  Warren 

XIX.  coiTTBACTS  FOK  OPIUM.  Hastings  declaring,  Contrary  to  truth,  that socfa 

clause  was  now  unnecessary,  as  the  directors 

That  it  appears,  that  the  opium  produced  had  approved  the  contract. 

in  Bengal  and  Bahar  is  a  considerable  and  That  the  said  Sulivan  had  been  but  a  few 

lucrative  article  in  the  export  trade  of  those  months  in  Bengal  when  the  above  contract 

provinces ;  that  the  whole  produce  has  been  was  given  him ;  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  the 

ibr  many  years  monopolized  either  by  indi-  country  and  to  all  the  local  commerce  thereof 

yiduals  or  by  the  government ;  that  the  court  and  therefore  unqualified  for  the  management 

of  directors  of  the  East-India  company,  in  of  such  a  concern ;  and  that  the  said  SuU- 

consideration  of  the  hardship  imposed  on  the  van,  instead  of  executing  the  contract  lum- 

native  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  lands,  self,  did,  shortly  after  obtaining   the  aane, 

who  were  deprived  of  their  natural  right  of  assign  it  over  to  John  Benn  and  otbert ;  and 

dealing  with  many  competitors,  and  compelled  in  consideration  of  such  assignment  did  re- 

to  sell  the  produce  of  their  labour  to  a  single  ceive  firom  the  said  Benn  a  great  sum  of  mo- 

nonopolist,  did  authorise  the  govemour-gene-  ney. 

ral  and  council  to  give  up  that  commodity  as  That,  firom  the  preceding  fhcts,  aa  well  ts 

-  an  article  of  commerce.  firom  sundry  other  circumstances  of  restrio- 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  ti<nis  taken  <^  (particularly  by  abolishing  Uis 

to  be  a  monopoly  for  the  benefit  of  gov«m«  oflSne  of  inspector  into  the  quality  of  tba  ooi- 
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um)  and  of  lMBe6ekl  cUnses  introduced,  it  modity,  for  which,  either  in  the  ordintry 

appears  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  gave  and   regular    course  of  public    auction,  or 

this  contract  to  the  said  Stqihen  Suiivan  in  even  by  private  contract,  there  was,  as  he 

coDtradictioa  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di-  affirmed,  no  sale,  did,  under  pretence  of  finding 

rectors,  and  witiMmt  any  regard  to  the  inte-  a  market  for  the  same,  engage  the  company 

rests  of  the  India  company,  ibr  thesole  purpose  in  an  enterprise  of  great  and  certain  expense, 

of  creating  an  instant  fortune  for  the  the  said  subject  to  a  manifest  risk,  and  full  of  disgrace 

Solivan  at  the  expense  of  the  India  company,  to  the  East-India  company,  not  only  in  their 

without  any  claim  of  service  or  pretence  of  political  character,  as  a  great  sovereign  pow- 

merit  on  his  part,  and  without  any  apparent  er  in  India,  but  in  their  commercial  character, 

motive  whatever,  except  that  of  securing  or  as  an  eminent  and  respectable  body  of  mer- 

rewarding  the  attachment  and  support  of  his  chants :  and  that  the  execution  of  this  cntor- 

father,  Lawrence  Suiivan,  a  person  of  great  prise  was  accompanied    with  sundry  other 

antbori^  and  influence  in  the  direction  of  the  engagements  with  other  persons,  in  all  of 

eompany's  affiurs,  and  notoriously  attached  which  the  company's  interest  was  constantly 

to  and  connected  with  the  said  Warren  Hast-  sacrificed  to  that  of  individuab  favoured  by 

ings.  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Stephen  Suiivan  neither  poa«  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  first  en- 
sesssed,  nor  pretended  to  possess,  any  skill  gaged  in  a  scheme  to  export  one  thousand 
in  the  hosiness  of  his  contract ;  that  he  ex-  four  hundred  and  sixty  chests  of  opium,  on 
erted  no  indostry,  nor  showed,  or  could  show,  the  company's  account,  on  board  a  ship  be- 
any exactness  in  the  performance  of  it,  since  longing  to  Cudbert  Thornhill ;  half  of  which 
be  immediately  sold  the  contract  for  a  sum  of  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  coasting  voyage, 
money  to  another  person  (for  the  sole  pur-  and  the  remainder  in  Canton.  That  besides 
pose  of  which  sale  it  must  be  presumed,  the  the  freight  and  commission  payable  to  the 
same  was  given)  by  which  person  another  said  Thornhill  on  this  adventure,  twelve  pie- 
pntl  was  to  be  made ;  and  by  that  person  the  ces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  company  were 
same  was  again  sold  to  a  third,  by  whom  a  lent  for  arming  the  ship ;  though  his  original 
third  profit  was  to  be  made.  proposal  was,  that  tho  ship  should  be  armed 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastmgs,  at  the  at  his  expense.     That  this  part  of  the  adven- 

very  time  when  he  engaged  the  company  in  a  ture,  depending  for  its  success  on  a  prudent 

cmitract  for  engrossing  the  whole  of  the  opium  and  fortunate  management  of  various  sales 

produced  in  Bengal  and  Bahar  in  the  ensuing  and  resales  in  the  course  of  a  circuitous  voy- 

foor  years,  on  terms  of  such  exorbitant  pro-  age ;  and  being  exposed  to  such  risk  both  of 

fit   to  the  contractor,  affirmed,  "  there  was  sea  and  enemy,  that  all  private  traders  had 

little  pr(»pect  of  selling  the  opium  in  Bengal  declined  to  be  concerned  in  it ;  was  particu- 

at  a  reasonable  price ;  and  that  it  was  but  larly  unfit  for  a  great  trading  company,  and 

natural  to  suppose  that  the  price  of  opium  could  not  be  undertaken  on  their  account  with 

would  faU  from  the  demand  being  lessened ;"  any  rational  prospect  of  advantage, 
that,  in  a  letter  dated  the  5th  of  May,  1781,        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  soon  after 

he  informed  the  directors,  **  that  owing  to  the  engaged  in  another  scheme  for  exporting  two 

indifferent  state  of  the  markets  last  season  to  thousand  chests  of  opium  directly  to  China 

the  eastward,  and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of  on  the  company's  account,  and  for  that  pur- 

insorance,  which   the  war   had  occasioned,  pose  accepted  of  an  offer  made  by  Henry 

they  t^  not  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  opi-  Watson,  the  company's  chief  engineer,  to 

om  of  the  present  year  to  so  great  an  advan-  convey  the  same  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  and 

tage  as  they  expected ;  and  that  more  than  to  deliver  it  to  the  company's  supercargoes. 

one  half  of  it  remained  still  in  their  ware-  That  afler  the  offer  of  the  said  Henry  Watson 

booses."     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  accepted,  a  letter  from  him  was 

was  gnilty  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  his  produced  at  the  board,  in  which  he  declared, 

cmstituents,  and  his  employers  in  monopoliz-  that  he  was  unable  to  equip  the  ship  with  a 

ing  for  their  pretended  use  an  article  of  com-  proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requested  that 

merce,  for  which  he  declared  no  purchasers  he  might  be  furnished  with  thirty-six  guns  from 

had  q^eredf  and  that  there  was  little  project  the  company's  stores  at  Madras  ;  with  which 

rf  €my  offering ;  and  the  price  of  which,  he  request  the  board  complied.     That  it  ap- 

■aid,  it  was  but  natural  to  suppose  unndd  faU,  pears  that  George  Williamson,  the  compa- 

Tbat  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  by  ny's  auctioneer  at    Calcutta,    having  com- 

faia  own  act,  loaded  the  company  with  a  com-  plained,  that  by  this  mode  of  exportmg  tho 
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opium,  which  used  to  be  sold  by  publie  fbr  a  better  market.  The  factory  estimate 
auction,  he  lost  his  commission  as  auctioneer,  the  hn  to  the  company,  including  port  char- 
the  board  allowed  him  to  draw  a  commission  ges,  demurrage,  and  fUctory  charges  allowed 
of  one  per  cent,  on  all  the  opium  which  had  the  captain,  at  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  hun- 
been  or  was  to  be  exported.  That  it  ap-  dred  and  ninety-three  dollars,  or  about  twentf 
pears,  that  the  contractor  (or  opium  (whose  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
proper  duties  and  emoluments,  as  contractor.  That  the  company's  factory  at  China,  sfUf 
ended  with  the  delivery  of  the  opium)was  also  stating  the  foregoing  facts  to  the  court  of  di- 
allowed  to  draw  a  commission  on  the  opium  rectors,  conclude  with  the  following  genenl 
then  shipping  on  the  company's  account ;  but  observations  thereon  ;  "  on  a  review  of  d»sa 
for  what  reason,  or  on  what  pretence,  does  not  circumstances,  with  the  extravagant  and  ana- 
appear,  sual  terms  of  the  freight,  demurrage,  iuAoij 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  charges,  &c.  &c.  we  cannot  help  being  a 
to  pay  the  said  Stephen  Sulivan  in  advance  opinion,  that  private  ccmsiderations  have  beet 
for  the  opium  furnished,  or  to  be  furnished,  suffered  to  interfere  too  much  fat  any  benefit 
by  him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract,  did  that  may  have  been  intended  to  the  hoooort* 
borrow  the  sum  of  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  at  ble  company.  We  hope  for  the  honourabfo 
eight  per  cent,  or  two  hundred  thousand  court's  approbation  of  otur  conduct  in  this 
pounds  sterling,  to  be  repaid  by  draughts  to  affair.  The  novelty  and  nature  of  the  con- 
be  drawn  on  the  company,  by  their  supercar-  signments  have  been  the  source  of  muchtroo- 
goes,  in  China,  provided  thoopium  consigned  ble  and  anxiety;  and,  though  we  wished  to 
to  them  should  arrive  safe ;  but  that  if  the  ad-  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  do  more,  we  mil 
venture  failed,  whether  by  the  loss  of  the  truly  say  we  have  exceeded  our  expectations." 
ships  or  otherwise,  the  subscribers  to  the  above  That  every  part  of  this  transaction,  from 
loan  were  to  be  repaid  their  capital  and  into-  the  monopoly,  with  which  it  commenced,  t* 
rest  out  of  the  company's  treasury  in  Bengal,  the  contraband  dealing,  with  which  it  condod- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  ed,  criminates  the  said  Warren  Hastings  with 
this  manner  purchased  a  commodity,  for  wilful  disobedience  of  orders  and  a  continned 
which  ho  said  there  was  no  sale,  and  paid  for  breach  of  trust ;  that  every  step  taken  in  it 
it  with  money  which  he  was  obliged  to  bor-  was  attended  with  heavy  loss  to  the  companjf 
row  at  a  high  interest,  was  still  more  crimi-  and  with  a  sacrifice  of  their  interest  to  that  of 
nal  in  his  attempt  or  pretended  plan  to  intro-  individuals,  and  that  if  finally  a  profit  had  re- 
duce it  clandestinely  in  to  China.  That  the  im-  suited  to  the  company  from  such  a  transsG' 
portation  of  opium  into  China  is  forbidden  by  tion,  no  profit  attending  it  could  compensate 
the  Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium,  on  for  the  probable  risk  to  which  their  trade  in 
seizure,  is  burnt ;  the  vessel,  that  imports  it,  China  was  thereby  exposed ;  or  for  the  oer- 
confiscated ;  and  the  Chinese,  in  whose  posses-  tain  dishonour  and  consequent  distrust  which 
sion  it  may  be  foimd  for  sale,  punished  with  the  East-India  company  must  incur  in  tbs 
death.  eyes  of  the  Chinese  government,  by  being  ea* 

That  the  govemour-general   and    council  gaged  in  a  low,  clandestine  traffic,  pr(^bited 

were  well  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  by  the  laws  of  the  country, 
prohibitions  and  penalties,  and  did  therefore 

inform  the  supercargoes  in  China,  that  the  ■■ 
ship  belonging   to  the  said   Henry  Watson 

would  enter  the  river  at  China  as  an  armed  ziii.  APPOiirrMEirr  or  b.  j,  sULTfiJf. 
ship,  and  would  not  he  reported  <u  bearing  a 

cargo  of  opium;  that  being  contraband  trade.  That,  in  the  month  of  February,  1781| 

That  of  the  above  two  ships,  the  first,  belong-  Mr.  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,  secretary  to 

ing  to  Cudbert  Thornhill,  was  taken  by  the  the  select  committee  at  Fort  St.  Greorge,  ^ 

French  *,  and    that  the  second,  arriving    in  plied  to  them  for  leave  to  proceed  to  Calcutta 

China,  did  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  on  JUa  private  offmra.    That  being  the  oonfi* 

distress  to  the  company's  supercargoes  there,  dential  secretary  to  the  select  conwiittee  at 

who  had  not  been  previously  consulted  on  the  Fort  St.  George,  and  consequently  possessed 

formation  of  the  plan,  and  were  exposed  to  of  all  the  views  and  secrets  of  the  company, 

great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  execution  of  as  far  as  they  related  to  that  government,  he 

uieir  part  of  it.     That  the  ship  was  delayed,  went  privately  into  the  service  of  the  nabob 

at  a  demurrage  of  an  hundred  dollars  a  day,  of  Arcot ;  and,  under  the  pretence  of  i«o- 

for  upwards  of  three  months,  waiting  in  vain  ceeding  to  Calcntta  on  hii  private  banBaaf) 
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x>k  a  oonminioD  fibm  Um  said  nabob  Willianii  at  the  ipacfal  recommeiMlatioD  and 

l^ovemoar-geiieral  and  council,  to  nego-  instance  of  Warren  Haatingt,  Eiquire,  then 

ith  them  in  &voar  of  certain  projects  of  governour-general,  and  contrary  to  the  declared 

d  nabob,  which  had  been  reprobated  by  opinion  and  protest  of  three  of  the  members  ol 

npany.  the  council ;  viz,  Philip  Francis  and  Edward 

t  the  said  Sulivan  was  soon  after  ap-  Wheler,  Esquires,  who  were  present;  and 

1  back  again  by  the  said  Warren  Hast^  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  was  absent  (by 

the  office  of  resident  at  the  durbar  of  the  whose  absence  the  casting  voice  of  the  said 

ibpb  of  Arcot.    That  it  was  a  high  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed,)   did 

ind  misdemeanour  in  the  said  Hastings  conclude  a  treaty  of  perpetual  firiendship  and 

>arage  so  dangerous  an  example  in  the  alliance,  oflfensive  and  defensive,  with  a  Hin* 

ny'a  service,  and  to  interfere  nnbeces-  doo  prince,  called  the  Ranna  of  Goliud,  (or 

with  the  government  of  Madras  In  the  the  express  purpose  of  using  the  ibrces  of 

■ge  <^  the  duties  peculiarly  ascribed  to  the  said  ranna  in  opposition  to  the  Mahrattas* 

y  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  compa^  That,  among  other  articles,  it  was  stipu* 

the  purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  lated  with  the  said  ranna,  by  tlie  said  Warren 

ofidraitial  situation  a  man  who  had  so  Hastings,  "that  whenever  peace  should  be  con* 

y  committed  a  breach  of  trust  to  hia  eluded  between  the  company  and  the  Mahratta 

rera.  itate,  the  roaha  rajah  should  be  included  as  a 

t  the  court  of  directors,  in  the  letter  to  party  in  the  treaty  which  should  be  made  for 

I,  dated  the  ISth  of  July,  1782,  and  that  purpose,  and  his  present  possessions, 

id  there  on  the  18th  of  February,  178S,  tosetber  with  the  fort  of  Gualior,  which  of 

iiemn  and  revoke  the  said  appointment,  old  belonged  to  the  fiunily  of  the  maha  rajah, 

be  said  directors,  in  theirs  to  Fort  St.  if  it  should  be  then  in  his  possession,  and 

9,  dated  die  28th  of  August,  1782,  and  such  countries  as  he  should  have  acquir- 

id  there  the  Slst  of  January,  178S,  did  ed   in   the  course   of  war,  and   which    it 

condemn  the  conduct  of  the  said  Suli-  should   then  be  stipulated  to  leave  in  his 

lad,  in  order  to  deter  their  servants  hands,  should  be  guarantied  to  him  by  such 

ractices  of  the  same  kind,  did  dumiu  treaty." 

fm  their  service.  That  in  the  late  war  against  the  Mahrattas 

t  the  said  Hastings  knowing  that  the  the  said  ranna  of  Gohud  did  actually  join  the 

olivan's  appointment  had  been  con-  British  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 

i  and  revoked  by  the  court  of  directors,  Muir,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and 

wCending  that  on  the  16th  of  March,  1,200  cavalry,  and  did  then  serve  in  person 

be  did  not  know  that  the  said  Sulivan  against  the  Mahrattas,  thereby  affording  ma^ 

MBMSsed  from  the  company's  service,  tmial  assistance,  and  rendering  essential  ser- 

that  iact  was  known  at  Madras  on  the  nee  to  the  company. 

the  preceding  January,  did  recomm«xi  That,  in  conformity  to  the  above  mentioned 
id  Sulivan  to  be  ambasadour  at  the  treaty,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
f  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  subabdar  of  the  peace,  concluded  on  the  ISth  of  October,  1781, 
,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  and  orders  between  Colonel  Muir  on  the  part  of  the  En- 
court  of  directors.  glish  company,  and  Madajee  Scindia  the 
t  even  admitting,  what  is  highly  impro-  Mahratta  general,  the  said  ranna  of  Gohud 
that  the  dUmimon  of  the  said  Sulivan  was  expressly  included, 
le  service  of  the  said  company  was  not  That,  notwithstanding  the  said  express  pro- 

at  Calcutta  in  forty-three  days  fi-om  vision  ud  agreement,  Madajee  Scindia  pro- 

s,  the  last  mentioned  nomination  of  the  ceeded  to  attack  the  forts  and  lay  waste  the 

slivan  was  made  at  least  in  contempt  territories,  of  the  said  ranna,  and  did  onder- 

misure  already  expressed  by  the  court  take  to  prosecute  a  war  against  him  for  the 

Btors  at  his  former  appointment  to  the  space  of  two  years ;  in  the  course  of  which 

of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  which  was  the  ranna  and  his  fiunily  were  reduced  to  ex« 

\f  known  to  the  said  Hastings.  treme  distress,  and  in  the  end  be  was  deprived 

of  his  forts,  aiid  the  whole,  not  only  of  his 

""""""  acquired  possessions,  but  of  his  original  do- 

ziT.  RAVVA  or  OOHVO.  minions,  so  specially  guarantied  to  lum  by  the 

British  government  in  both  the  above-men- 

LT  on  the  second  of  December,  1779,  tioned  treaties, 

rsnoor-general  and  cooneil  of  Fort  That  the  said  Warren  Hasfingi  was  duly 
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tnd  regularly  inibrmed  of  the  progress  of  the  him,  and  is  ezpressive  of  the  latirfidiQii 

war  against  the  ranna,  and  of  every  event  which  the  said  Hastings  acknowledges  him- 

thereof ;  notwithstanding  which,  he  not  only  self  to  have  enjoyed  in  the  distresses  of  tbt 

neglected  in  any  manner  to  interfere  therein  said  ranna,  the  ally  of  the  company, 
in  favour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  to  use  any  en-         That  the  measures  therein  recommended 

deavours  to  prevent    the  infraction  of   the  appear  rather  to  have  been  designed  to  satisfy 

treaty,  but   gave  considerable   countenance  Madajee  Scindia,  and  to  justify  the  condoet 

and  encouragement  to  Madajee  Scindia  in  of  the  British  government  in  not  having  takes 

his  violation  of  it,  both  by  the  residence  of  a  more  active  and  a  more  hostile  part  agaimt 

the  British  minister  in  the  Mahratta  camp,  the  said  ranna,  than  an  intMPcession  on  Ims 

and  by  the  approbation  shown  by  the  said  behalf. 

Warren  Hastings  to  the  promises  made  by  That  plough  no  c<»sideration  of  good  bhh, 
his  agent  of  observing  the  strictest  neutrality,  or  observance  of  treaties,  could  indoce  the 
notwithstanding  he  was  in  justice  bound,  and  said  Hastings  to  incur  the  hazard  o/t  any  bos- 
stood  pledged  by  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  tile  exertion  of  the  British  force  for  Um  de> 
engagements,  to  protect  and  preserve  the  said  fonce  or  the  relief  of  the  allies  of  the  eon- 
ranna  from  those  enemies,  whose  resentment  pany,  yet  in  the  said  private  letter  he  direct* 
ho  had  provoked  only  by  his  adherence  to  the  ed,  that,  in  case  his  mediation  s.houM  be  ao 
interests  of  the  British  nation.  cepted,  it  should  be  made  a  specific  eondi6(m 

That,  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  sound  that,  if  the  tcdd  ranfia  should  take  advanU^ 
the  disposition  of  Madajee  Scindia,  relative  of  Seindia*s  absence  to  renew  his  hostUituSf 
to  a  pacification  between  him  and  the  ranna  «oe  ought  in  that  ccue,  on  requisition,  to  w> 
of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1783,  Mr.  vade  the  dominions  of  the  ranna, 
Anderson,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had  That  no  beneficial  effects  could  have  been 
received,  did  clearly  and  explicitly  declare  to  procured  to  the  said  ranna  by  an  offer  of  media' 
Bhow  Bucksey,  the  minister  of  the  Madajee  tion  delayed  till  Scindia  no  longer  wanted 
Scindia,  the  sentiments  of  the  said  Warren  **our  assistance  to  crush  so  fallen  an  enemaff 
Hastings,  in  the  words  following : — "  that  it  at  the  same  time  that  no  reason  was  given 
was  so  far  from  your  (the  said  Hastings')  to  Scindia  to  appr^end  the  danger  d£  draw- 
meaning,  to  intercede  in  his  (the  said  ran-  ing  upon  himself  the  resentment  of  the  Bri- 
na*8)  favour,  that  I  only  desired  him  to  sound  tish  government  by  a  disregard  cS  their  propo- 
Scindia's  sentiments,  and  in  case  he  was  de-  sal,  and  the  destruction  of  their  ally, 
sirous  of  peace,  to  mention  what  I  said ;  but  That  it  was  a  gross  and  scandalous  mockery 
if  he  seemed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the  war,  I  in  the  said  Hastings  to  defer  an  application  to 
begged  that  he  would  not  mention  a  syllable  obtain  honourable  terms  for  the  ranna,  and  safe- 
of  what  had  passed,  but  let  the  matter  drop  ty  for  his  person  and  family,  till  he  had  been  de- 
entirely.'*  prived  of  his  principal  fort,  in  defence  of  wfaicii 

That  it  afterwards  appeared  in  a  minute  bis  uncle  lost  his  life,  and  on  the  eaptere  of 
of  the  said  Hastings,  in  council  at  Fort  WiU  which  his  wife,  to  avoid  the  disbcmour  con- 
Ham,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1783,  that  he  sequent  upon  falling  into  the  bands  of  her 
promised,  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  the  enemies,  had  destroyed  herodf  by  an  esplo- 
council,  to  write  to  Lieutenant  James  Ander-  non  of  gunpowder, 

son  in  favour  of  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  and  lay        That,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 

his  letter  before  the  board.  offer  of  mediation  was  ever  actually  made, 

That  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  pro-  or  any  influence  exerted,  either  tar  the  safety 

fessing  not  to  recollect  his  said  promise,  did  of  the  ranna's  person  and  family,  or  in  miti- 

neglect  to  write  afojcmcU  letter  to  Lieutenant  gation  of  the  rigorous  intentions  supposed  by 

Anderson  in  favour  qf  the  said  ranna  of  Go~  Lieutenant  Anderson  to  have  been  entertained 

hudf  and  that  the  private  letter,  the  extract  of  against  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  after  hissor- 

which  the  said  Hastings  did  lay  before  the  render. 

board  on  the  21st  of  Ck:tober,  1783,    so  far         That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructioas 

from  directing  any  effectual  interference  in  given  by  him  to  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  hii 

favour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  commanding  his  conduct  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  peace 
agent,  the  said  James  Anderson,  to  interpose     with  the  Mahrattas,  expressed  his  determi- 

the  mediation  of  the  British  government  to  nation  to  desert  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the 
procure  "  honourable  terms  "  for  the  said  ran-     following  words  :  **  you  will  of  course  be  at- 

na,  or  even  '*  safety  to  his  person  and  farni*  tentive   to  any  engagements  subsisting  be> 

(y>"  contains  the  bitterest  invectives  against  tween  us  and  other  powers,  in  settling  die 
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tcniifl  </  pMM  and  allianoe  with  the  Mah-  fossed,  '<  that  the  most  neteA  obgerfinoe  of 
nttas ;  I  except  firom  this  the  ranna  of  Go-  treaties,  justice,  and  good  fluth,  were  necei- 
bod.*'     **  Leave  him  to  settle  his  own  affairs  sary  to  the  existence  of  the  fiational  interests 
with  the  Mahrattas."  in  that  country.    And  though  the  said  Hast- 
That    the  said   Anders<m    appears    very  ings  has  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
assiduously  to  have  sought  for  grounds  to  laws  of  this  kingdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine  • 
justify    the  execution  of  this    part   of  his  **  by  the  punishment  of  persons  in  the  posses- 
Jnstradions,  to  which,  however,  he  was  at  all  sion  of  power,  who  may  be  impelled  by  the  pro- 
events  obli^d  to  conform.  vocation  of  ambition,  avarice,  or  vengeancsi 
That  even  after  his  application  for  that  pur-  stronger  than  the  restrictions  of  integrity  and 
pose  to  the  Mahrattas,  whose  testimony  was  honour,  to  the  violation  of  this  just  and  wise 
much  to  be  suspected,  because  it  was  their  maxim.'' 

interest  to  accuse,  and  their  determined  ob-  That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing 
ject  to  destroy  the  said  ranna,  no  satisfactory  from  these  his  own  principles,  with  a  niU  and 
proof  was  obtained  of  his  defection  from  the  just  sense  of  the  guilt  he  would  thereby  in- 
engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the  cur,  and  in  sacrificing  the  allies  of  this  coun- 
eompany.  try  ^<  to  the  provocation$  of  anUntion,  awaie^, 
That,  moreover,  if  all  the  duurges,  which  or  vengeance"  in  violation  of  the  national 
have  been  pretended  against  the  ranna,  and  have  &ith  and  justice,  did  commit  a  gross  and  wit- 
been  alleged  by  the  said  Hastings  in  justifi-  ful  breach  of  his  duty,  and  was  thereby  gnUtj 
cati<m  of  his  conduct,  had  been  well  founded,  of  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanour, 
and  proved  to  be  true,  the  subject  matter  of 

those  accusations  and  the  proo&,  by  which  — — — 
they  were  to  be  supported,  were  known  to 

Colooel  Muir  before  the  conclusion  oftho  xt.&xvxhuxs* 
treaty  he  entered  into  with  Madajee  Scindia : 

and  therefore,  whatever  suspicicMiB  may  havo  part  x. 
been  entertained,  or  whatever  degree  of  crimi- 
nality may  have  been  proved  against  the  said  That  the  property  of  the  lands  in  Ben- 
ranna,  previous  to  the  said  treaty,  firom  the  gal,  is,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of 
time  he  was  so  provided  for  and  included  in  that  country,  an  inheritable  property,  and  that 
the  said  treaty,  he  was  fully  and  justly  enti-  it  is,  with  few  exceptions,  vested  in  certain 
tied  to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by  the  natives,  called  zemindars,  or  landholders,  un- 
company,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and  der  whom  other   natives,  called  talookdars 
receive  the  protection  of  the  British  govern-  and  ryots,  hold  certain  subordinate  rights  of 
ment.  property,  or  occupancy,  in  the  said  lands: 
That  these  considerations  were  urged  by  that  the  said  natives  are  Hindoos,  and  that 
Mr.  Anderson  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  their  righU  and  priviUgea  are  grounded  upon 
in  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  June,  1781,  and  the  possession  of  regular  grants^  a  long  »erie§ 
were  enforced  by  this  additional  argument,  of  family  sueeesnon,  and  fair  purchase :  that 
"  that  in  point  of  policy,  I  believe  it  ought  it  appears  that  Bengal  has  been  under  the 
not    to   be  our  wish,    that   the   Mahrattas  dominion  of  the  Mogul,  and  subject  to  a  Ma^ 
should  ever  recover  the  fortress  of  Gualior;  homedan  government,  for  above  two   hun- 
it  fcMrms  an  important  barrier  to  our  own  pos-  dred  years.     That,  while  the  Mogul  govem- 
sessioos.    In  the  hands  of  the  ranna  it  can  be  ment  was  in  its  vigour,  the  property  of  z»* 
of  no  prejudice  to  us ;  and  notwithstanding  minders  was  held  sacred ;  and  that  either  by 
the  present  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace  voluntary  grant  fi-om  the  said  Mogul,  or  by 
betwixt  us  and  the  Mahrattas,  it  seems  high-  composition  with  him,  the  native  Hindoos 
ly  expedient  that  there  shoukl  always  remain  were  lefi  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed 
some  strong  barrier  to  separate  us,  on  this  possession  (^  their  lands,  on  the  single  condi- 
side  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and  powerful  tion  of  paying  a  fixed,  certain,  and  unalterable 
nation."  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  to  the  Mogul  govern- 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  highly  ment :  that  this  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  was 
culpable  in  abandoning  the  said  ranna  to  the  called  the  aussU  jumnuif  or  original  ground* 
§arj  of  his  enemies,  thereby  forfeiting  the  rent  of  the  provinces,  and  was  not  increased 
honour,  and  injuring  the  credit  (^  the  British  firom  the  time  when  it  was  first  settled  in 
nation  in   India,  notwithstanding   the  said     1573,  to  1740,  when  the  regular  and  effective 
Hastings  was  fully  convinced,  and  had  pro-    Mogul  government  ended :    that,  fit>m  that 
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time  to  1 765,  invasions,  usurpations,  and  Ta-  tual  interest  which  the  fenner  bath  in  the  co*m> 

rious  revolutions  took  place  in  the  government  try,  and  because  his  inheritance  cannot  be 

of   Bengal,    in   consequence  of  which   the  removed;  and  it  would   be    improbable  that 

country  was  considerably  reduced  and  iropove-  he  should  risk  the  loss  of  it  by  eloping  from 

fished,  when  the  East-India  company  receiv-  his  district,  which  is  too  frequently  practised 

ad  from  the  present  Mogul  emperor,  Shk  by  a  farmer  when  he  is  hard  pressed  for  the 

Alum,  a  grant  of  the  dewanny,  or  collection  of  payment  of  his  balances,  and  as  frequently 

the  revenues  :  that,  about  the  year  1770,  the  predetermined  when  he  receives  his  farm:" 

provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  were  visited  that  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  deck- 

with  a  dreadful    famine  and  mortality,   by  rations  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings . 

which  at   least  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  loss  of  one-third  of  the   inhabitaats, 

perished :  "  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did, 

bas  declared,  "  that  he  had  always  heard  the  immediately  after  his  appointment  to  the  gov- 

loss  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a  third,  and  in  emment,  in  the  year  1772,  make  an  arbitrary 

many  places  near  one-half,  of   the  whole ;  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five  years,  at  a 

and  that  he  knew  not  by  what  means  such  a  higher  rate  than  had  ever  been  received  be- 

loss  could  be  recruited  in  four  or  five  years,  fore,  and  with  a  progressive  and  accumulating 

and  believed  it  impossible."     That,  neverthe-  increase  on  each  of  the  four  last  years  €£  ths 

less,  tbe  revenue  was  molenUy  kept  up  to  iti  said  settlement. 

former  ftandard,  that  is,  in  the  two  years  im-         That  notwithstanding  the  right  of  properQr 
mediately  preceding  tbe  appointment  c^  the  and  inheritance,  repeatedly  acknowleidged  I7 
said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  government  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be  in  the  zemia* 
Fort  William ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  dars,  and  other  native  landholders ;  and  DOt« 
remairting  two-third*  of  the  inhabitants  toere  withstanding  he  had  declared  ^*  that  the  seen* 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  lands  now  left  without  rity  of  private  property  is  the  greatest  en* 
euUivalion'^  and  that  from  the  year  1770  to  couragement  to  industry,  on  which  the  wealth 
the  year  1775,  the  country  had  languished^  of  every  state  depends;''  the  said  Warrea 
«md  the  evil  continued  enhancing  every  day  :  Hastings,  nevertheless,  in  direct  violation  ci 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  those  acknowledged  tights  and  principles,  did 
the  secret  committee  of  the  court  of  direct-  universally  let  the  lands  of  Bengal  in  farm 
ors,   dated    1st  September,    1772,  declared,  for  five  years;    thereby  destroying  all  the 
'*  that  the  lands  had  suffered  unheard-of  de-  rights  of  private  property  of  the  zemindars; 
population   by  the  famine  and  mortality  of  thereby  delivering  thB  management  of  their 
1769  ;  that  the  collections,  violently  kept  up  estates  to  formers,  and  transferring  by  a  most 
to  their  former  standard,  had  added   to  the  arbitrary  and  unjnst  act  of  power,  the  whole 
distress  of  the  country,  and  threatened  a  gene-  landed  property  of  Bengal  from  the  ownen 
ral  decay  of  the  revenue,  unless  immediate  to  strangers  :  that,  to  accompli^  this  iniqui- 
remedies  were  applied  to  prevent  it."     That  tons  purpose,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
the  said    Warren    Hastings    has    declared,  did  put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up  to  a  pretended 
"  that,  by  intrusting  the  collections  to  the  he-  public  auction,  and  invited  all  persons  tomakt 
reditary  zemindars,  the  people  would  be  treat-  proposals  for  farming  the  same^  thereby  en- 
ed  with  fnore  tenderness,  the  rents  more  im-  couraging  strangers  to  bid  against  tbo  proprie- 
proved,  and  cultivation  more  likely  to  be  en-  tors  ;  in  consequence  of  which  not  only  tbe 
couraged  ;  that  they  have  a  perpetual  interest  said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  tbe  posses- 
in  the  country  ;  that  their  inheritance  cannot  sion  and  management  of  their  estates,  but  t 
be  removed ;    that  they  are  the  proprietors ;  great  part  of  the  lands  fell  into  the  hands  of 
that  the  lands  are  their  estates,  and  their  in-  banyans,  or  principal  black  servants  of  Bri- 
heritance;  that,  from  a  long  continuance  of  tish  subjects,  connected  with  and  protedel 
the  lands  in  their  families,  it  is  tobeconclud-  by  the  government:  and  that  the  said  War* 
ed  they  have  rivetted  an  authority  in  the  dis-  ren  Hastings  himself  has  since  declared,  that 
trict,  acquired  an  ascendency  over  the  minds  by  this  way,  the  lands  too  generally  fell  mto 
of  the  ryots,  and  ingratiated  their  qffections,  the  hands  of  desperate  or  knavish  advenitp' 
That,  from  continuing  the  lands  under  the  rers :  that,  before  the  measure  herein  before 
management  of  those  who  have  a  natural  and  described  was  carried  into  execution,  the  said 
perpetual  interest  in  their  prosperity,  solid  Warren  Hastings,  did  establish  certain  fun- 
advantages  might  be  expected  to  accrue :  that  damental  regulations  in  council,  to  be  observe 
the  zemindar  would  be  less  liable  to  failure  or  ed  in  executing  the  same  :  that,  among  tbeee 
deficiencies  than  the  former,  from  the  perpe-  regulations,  it  was  specially  and  etrictfy 
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dered,  that  no  fiurm  should  exceed  the  annual  fiums,  for  which  he  was  actually  engaged,  lie 
amount  <^  one  lack  of  rupees ;  and  **  that  no  has  acknowledged  an  influence  over  his  ser- 
peshear,  banyan,  or  other  servant,  of  what-  vant,  and  has  used  that  influence  for  a  par- 
ever  denomination,  or  the  collector,  or  rela-  pose  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  the  India 
tion  or  dependant  of  any  such  servant,  should  company,  namely,  to  deprive  them  of  the  se- 
be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  directly  or  in-  curity  of  the  said  Cantoo  Baboo's  engage- 
directly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to  ment  for  fiurms,  which  on  trial  he  had  found 
be  security  for  any  farmer;"  that,  in  direct  not  beneficial,  or  not  likely  to  continue  bene- 
violation  of  these  his  own  regulations,  and  in  ficial,  to  himself;  and  that  if  it  was  improper 
-   breach  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  him,  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  should 
and  sufficiently  declared  by  the  manifest  duty  be  the  judge  of  any  disputes  in  which  his  ser- 
of  his  station,  if  it  had  not  been  expressed  vant  might  be  involved  on  account  of  his 
and  enforced  by  any  positive  institution,  he,  farms,  that  reason  ought  to  have  obliged  him 
the  said  Warren  Ha:itings,  did  permit  and  to  prevent  his  servant  from  being  engaged  in 
.  suffer  his  own  banyan,  or  principal  black  any  farms  whatever,  or  to  have  advised  his 
steward,  named  Cantoo  Baboo,  to  hold  farms  said  servant  to  relinquish  the  remainder  of 
b  diflerent  Pergunnas,  or  districts,  or  to  be  his  farms,  as  well  as  those  which  the  said  War- 
secarity  for  farms,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  ren  Hastings  affirms  he  quitted  by  his  advice : 
lacks  of  rupees  [130,000/.  or  upwards]  per  that  on  the  subject  of  the  said  charge,  the 
annum ;  and  that,  after  enjoying  the  whole  of  court  of  directors  of  the  East-India  company 
those  farms  for  two  years,  he  was  permitted  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions :  "iZe- 
ky  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  relinquish  iolvedj  that  it  appears  that  the  conduct  of  the 
two  of  them ;  that  on  the  subject  of  the  farms  late  president  and  council  of  Fort  William, 
held  by  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  said  Warren  Hast-  in  Bengal,  in  suffering  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  pre- 
ings  made  the  following  declaration :  "  Ma-  sent   govemour-generaPs    banyan,    to    hoki 
ny  of  bis  farms  were    taken  without    my  farms    in    different    pergunnas    to  a    large 
knowledge,  and  almost  all  against  my  advice,  amount,  or  to  be  security  for  such  farms,  con- 
1  had  no  right  to  use  compulsion,  or  authori-  trary  to  the  tenour  and  spirit  of  the  17thregu- 
ty;  nor  could  I  with  justice  exclude  him,  lation  of  the  committee  of  revenue  at  Fort 
because  he  was  my  servant,  from  a  liberty  al-  William,  of  the   14th  of  May,   1772,  and 
lowed  to  all  other  persons  in  the  country.    Tho  afterwards  relinquishing  that  security  without 
&nns  which  he  quitted,  he  quitted  by  my  ad-  satisfaction  made  to  the  company,  was  highly 
vice,  because  I  thought  that  he  might  engage  improper,  and  has  been  attended  with  con- 
bim^elf  beyond  his  2U)ilities,  and  be  involved  giderable  loss  to  the  company  :*'  and  that,  in 
b  disputes  which  I  did  not  choose  to  have  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  the  said  War- 
come  before  me  as  judge  of  tliem."    That  ren  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  gross  collusion 
the  said  declaration  contains  sundry  false  and  with   his   servant,  and   manifest    breach  of 
contradictory  assertions :  that,  if  cUmost  aU  trust  to  his  employers  :  that,  whereas  it  was 
the  said  farms  were  taken  against  his  advice,  acknowledged  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
it  cannot  be  true,  that  many  of  them  were  that  the  country,  in  the  years  1770  and  1771, 
taken   without  his  knowledge :  that,  whether  had  sufi*ered  great  depopulation  and  decay ; 
Cantoo  Baboo  had  been  his  servant  or  not,  and,  that  the  collections  of  those  years,  liav- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  bound  by  his  ing  been  violently  kept  up  to  their  former 
ewn  regulations  to  prevent  his  holding  any  standard,  had  added   to  the  distress  of  the 
fiuTOS  to  a  greater  amount  than  one  lack  of  country, — the    settlement    of   the    revenues 
rupees  per  annum ;  and  that  the  said  Cantoo  made  by  him  for  five  years,  commencing  the 
Baboo,  being  the  servant  of  the  governour-  1st  May,  1772,  instead  of  offering  any  abate- 
general,  was  excluded  by  the  said  regulations  ment  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  hadsur- 
fi-om  holding  any  farms  whatever  ;  that  if  (as  vived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  East-India 
the  directors  observe)  it  was  thought  danger-  company  a  promise  of  great  increase  of  reve- 
ous  to  permit  a  banyan  of  a  collector  to  be  nue,  to  be  exacted  from  the  country  by  the 
concerned  in  farms,  the  same  or  stronger  objec-  means  herein  before  described  :  that  this  set- 
tioDs  wouki  always  lie  against  the  governour's  tlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerably 
banyan  being  so  concerned  :    that  the  said  short,  even  in  the  first  of  the  five  years,  when 
Warren  Hastings  had  a  right  and  was  bound  the  demand  was  the  lightest ;  and  that,  on  the 
by  his  doty  to  prevent  his  servant  from  hold-  whole  of  the  five  years,  the  real  oollectioiM 
iag  the  same  :    that,  in  advising  the  said  fell  short  of  the  settlement  to  the  enormoui 
Cantoo  Baboo  to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half  fterling. 
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and  apwardi :  that  socli  a  Mttlemeiit,  if  it  to  maintain  them,  and  that  they  voom 

had  beeoi  or  could  liave  been  rigoroualy  ex-  be  productive  of  expense  to  the  compm 

acted  from  a  country  already  ao  distresaed,  and  unnurited  vexation  to  the  partiee 
firom  a  population  so  impaired,  that,  in  the 

belief  of  the  said  Warren  HastingSi  it  was  — _ 

impossible  that  such  loss  could  be  recruited 

in  four  or  five  years,  would  tiave  been  in  iact,  B  E  T sir  u  x. 

what  it  appeared  to  be  in  form,  an  act  of  the 

most  cruel  and  tyrannical  oppressicMi;  but  that  part  zi. 

the  real  use  made  of  that  unjust  demand  up- 
on the  natives  of  Bengal  was  to  oblige  them        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  I 

to  compound  privately  with  persons  who  ft>rm-  sundry  occasions,  declared  his  deliberaM 

ed  the  settlement,  ami  who  threatened  to  ea^  ion  generally  against  all  innovations,  ai 

force  it :  that  the  enormous  balances  and  re-  ticularly  in  the  collection  and  manages 

missions  on  that  settlement  arose  firom  a  gene-  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  that  "  he  wm 

ral  collusion  between  the  farmers  and  collect-  aware  of  the  expense  and  inconvenienco^ 

ors,  and  from  a  general  peculation  and  em-  ever  atieruU innovations o/all kind* oai^ 

bezzlement  of  the  revenues,  by  which   the  institution.     That  innovations  are  abm 

East-India  company  was    grossly  imposed  tended  with  difficulties  and  inconvenieoei 

on,  in  the  first  instance,  by  a  promised  in-  innovations  in  the  revenue  with  a  su8M 

cr«(weof  revenue;  and  defirauded,  in  the  second  of  the  collections;  that  the  continual, 

not  only  by  the  failure  of  that  increase^  but  tions  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  rcN 

by  the  revenues  falling  short  of  what  they  and  the  continual  usurpation   of  tha- 

were  two  years  preceding  the  said  settlement  of  the  people,  have  fixed  in  the  mindi 

to  a  great  amount.     That  the  said  Warren  ryots  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  ordinal 

Hastings,  being  then  at  the  head  of  the  gov-  government :"  that  the  court  of  directon 

emment  of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the  repeatedly  declared  their  apprehension 

said  imposition,  fraud,  peculation,  and  embez-  a  sudden  transition  from  one  mode  toM 

zlemcnt,    and    is    principally  and  specially  in  the  investigation  and  collection  of 

answerable  for  the  same ;  and  that  whereas  revenue,  might  have  alarmed  the  inhdp 

sundry  proofs  of  the  said  peculation  and  em-  lessened   their  confidence  in   the  coh| 
bezzlement  were  brought  before  the  court  of    proceedings,  and   been  attended  witk 

directors,  the  said  directors  (in  a  letter  dated  evils  i"  that  the  said  Warren  Hastiii|i 

4th  of  March,  1778,  and  signed  by  William  mediately  afler  his  appointment  to  thefl 

Devaynes  and  Nathaniel    Smith,  Esquires,  ment  of  Fort  William,  in  April,  1719 

now  chairman  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  said  abolish  the  office  of  nmb  duan,  or  nalir 

court,  and  members  of  this  house)  did  de-  lector  of  the  revenues,  then  existing;  4 

clare,  that,  "  although  it  was  rather  their  wish  did,  at  the  same  time,  appoint  a  coM 

to  prevent  future  evils,  than  to  enter  into  a  of  the  board  to  go  on  a  circuit  throa| 

severe  retrospection  of  past  abuses,  yet,  as  provinces,  and  to  form  a  settlem^it  i 

in  some  of  the  cases  then  before  them,  they  revenues  for  five  years  :  that  he  did  difl 

conceived  there  had  been  flagrant  corruption^  point  sundry  of  the  company's  serrH 

and  in  others  great  oppressions  committed  on  have  the  management  of  the  collectioi 

the  native  inhabitants,  they  thought  it  unjust  one  in  each  district,  under  the  title  of  dl 

to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  pass  wholly  unpun-  that  he  did  then  abolish  the  general  Im 

ished  ;  and  therefore  they  directed  the  gover-  revenue  or  council  at  Muxadavad  for  A 

nour-general  and  council  forthwith  to  com-  lowing  reasons : "  that  while  the 

mence  a  prosecution  against  the  persons  who  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue, 

composed  the  committee  of  circuit,  and  their  correspondence  with  the  collectors, 

representatives,  and  against  all  other  proper  ried  on  by  a  council  at  Muxadavad,  tki 

parties ;"  but  that  the  prosecutions,  so  order-  hers  of  the  administration  at  Calcutta  1 

ed  by  the  court  of  directors  in  the  year  1778  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  th(HtM|| 

nave  never  been  brought  to  trial ;  and  that  the  comprehensive  knowledge,  which  ooM 

said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  23d  of  De-  result  from   practical    experience:  ihl 

sember,  1783,  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  whkk 

that  orders  shoiUd  be  given  for  with/drawing  lished  a  new  system,  which  enjoioii 

the  said  prosecutions ;  declaring,  that  he  was  new  regulations  and  inquiries,  couU  m 

clearly  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground  perly  be  delegated  to  a  subordinate  M 
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sad  it  became  abtolutely  oeceuary,  that  the  aboliih  the  aakl  prorSiidal  ooimeilf ,  did,  in 
busiiiess  of  the  revenues  should  be  conducted  the  beginning  of  the  year  1781,  again  diaiigo 
Miukr  the  immediate  observation  ctnd  direction  the  whole  system  of  the  collectiooa  of  the 
of  the  board  :*^  that,  in  November,  1773,  the  public  revenue  of  Bengal,  as  also  the  ad- 
said  Warren  Hastings  abolished  the  office  of  ministration  of  civil  and    criminal    justice^ 
collector,  and  transferred   the  collection  and  throughout   the    provinces.     That    the  said 
management  of  the  revenues  to  several  coun-  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  May, 
cits  ot'  revenue,  commonly  called  provincial  1781,  advising  the  court  of  directors  df  the 
councils:  that,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1774,  said  changes,  has  falsely  affirmed  "thai  the 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  earnestly  qfftred  plan  of  supermtending  and   collecting  the 
^  advice    (to   the    governour-general    and  public  revenue  of  the  provinces,  through  the 
council  then  newly  appointed  by  act  of  par-  agency  of  provincial  councils,  had  been  in- 
liament)  for  the  continiuUion  of  the  said  sys-  stituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  pur- 
tem  of  provincifd  councils  in  aU  its  parts:  pose  of  introducing  another  more  permanent 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  22d  mode  by  an  easy  and  gradual  change  ,*"  that, 
of  April,  1775,  transmit  to  the  directors  a  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
formal  plan  for  the  future  settlement  of  the  from  the  year    1773  to  the  year  1781,  has 
revenues,  and  did  therein  declare,  that,  "with  constantly  and  uniformly  insisted  on  the  wis- 
respect  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  col  lee-  dom  of  that  institution,  and  on  the  necessity 
tion  of  the  revenue,  and  the  administration  of  of  never  departing  from  it :  that  he  has,  'in 
justice,  none  occurred  to  him  so  good  as  the  that  time,  repeatedly  advised  that  the  said 
system  which  was  already  established,  of  pro-  institution  should  be  confirmed  in  perpetuity 
vincial  councils :"  that,  on  the  18th  of  Janua-  by  an  act  of  parliament :  that  the  said  total 
ry,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  trans-  dissolution  of  the  provincial  councils  was  not 
mit  to  the  court  of  directors  a  plan  for  the  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gradual  change, 
better  administration  of  justice  :  that,  in  this  nor  by  any  gradations  whatever;  but  wassud- 
plan,  the  establishment  of  the  said  provincial  den  and  unprepared,  and  instantly  accomplish- 
councils  was  specially  provided  for  and  con-  ed  by  a  single  act  of  power :  and  that  the 
firmed ;   and  that  Warren  Hastings  did  re-  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of  the 
commend  it  to  the  directors  to  obtain  the  sane*  said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee 
tion  of  parliament  for  a  cor^firmaiion  of  the  of  revenue,   consisting  of  four  covenanted 
scud  plan:  that,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1776,  servants,  on  principles   opposite    to    those 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  transmit  to  tlie  which  he  had  himself  professed,  and  with  ex- 
court  of  directors  the  draught  or  scheme  of  elusive  powers,  tending  to  deprive  the  mem- 
an  act  of  parliament  for  the  better  administra-  hers  of  the  supreme  council  of  a  due  know* 
tion  of  justice  in  the  provinces,  in  which  the  ledge  of,    and  inspection  into,  the  manage- 
said  establishment  of  provincial  councils  is  ment  of  the  territorial  revenues,  specially  and 
specially   included,  and  special  jurisdiction  unalienably  vested  by  the  legislature  in  the 
assigned    to  the    said  councils.     That    the  governour-general  and  council,  and   to  vest 
court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  Feb-  the  same  solely  and    entirely  in    the  said 
ruary,  1777,  did  give  the  following  instruc-  Warren  Hastings.     That  the  reasons  assign- 
tion  to  the  governour-general  and  council, .  a  ed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  constitut- 
majority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  Jbhn  Clavering,  ing  the  said  committee  of  revenue,  are  in- 
Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  dis-  compatible  with  those  which   he  professed, 
approved  of  the  plan  of  provincial  councils,  when  he  abolished  the  subordinate  council  ck 
**  If  you  are  fully  convinced,  that  the  estab-  revenue  at  Muxadavad  :  that  he  has  invested 
llshment  of  provincial  councils  has  not  an-     the  said  committee,  in  the  fullest  manner,  v^th 
swered,  nor  is  capable  of  answering,  the  pur-     ail  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  govemouT" 
poses  intended  by  such  institutions,  we  here*  general  and  council :   that   he  has  thereby 
by  direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for   the     contracted  the  whole  power  and  office  of  the 
collection  of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the     provincial  councils  into  a  small  compass,  and 
same  to  us ybr  our  consideration.^^     That  the     vested  the  same  in  four  persons  appointed 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  his     by  himself  :**>  that  he  has  thereby  taken  the 
own  sentiments  repeatedly  declared,  and  to     general  transaction  and  cognizance  of  reye- 
his   own  advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately     nue  business  out  of  the  supreme  council : 
ffiven,  and  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the     that  the  said  committee  are  empowered  to 
directors,  to  whom  he  transmitted  no  previous     conduct  the  current  business  of  the  revenue  de- 
communication  whatever  of  his  intention  to     partment,  without  reference  to  the  supreme 
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traordinary  occurrence*,  cUuma  and  proposaU, 
OM  may  require  the  special  orders  of  the  board: 
that  even  the  instruction  to  report  to  the 
board,  in  extraordinary  cases,  is  nugatory  and 
fallacious,  being  accompanied  witli  limitations 
which  make  it  impossible  for  tlie  said  board 
to  decide  on  any  questions  whatsoever ;  since 
it  is  expressly  provided  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  that,  if  the  members  of  the  committee 
difffer  in  opinion,  it  is  not  expected  that  every 
dissentient  opinion  should  be  recorded ;  conse- 
quently, the  supreme  council,  on  any  refe- 
rence to  their  board  can  see  nothing  but  the 
resolutions  or  reasons  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  without  the  arguments  on  which 
the  dissentient  opinions  might  be  founded :  and 
since  it  is  also  expressly  provided  by  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  that  the  determination  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee  should  not  there- 
fore  be  stayed,  unless  it  should  be  so  agreed 
by  the  majority  ;  that  is,  that  notwithstanding 
the  reference  to  the  supreme  council,  the 
measure  shall  be  executed  without  waiting 
for  their  decision.  That  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  delivered  his  opinion,  with 
many  arguments  to  support  the  same,  in  fa- 
vour of  long  leases  of  the  lands  in  preference 
to  annual  settlements ;  that  he  has  particu- 
larly declared,  "  that  the  farmer  who  holds 
his  farm  for  one  year  only,  having  no  inte- 
rest in  the  next,  takes  what  he  can  with  the 
hand  of  rigour,  which  even  in  the  execution  of 
legal  claims,  is  oficn  equivalent  to  violence. 
He  is  under  the  necessity  of  being  rigid,  and 
even  cruel ;  for  what  is  left  in  arrear  after  the 
expiration  of  his  power,  is  at  best  a  doubtful 
debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be  tempt- 
ed to  exceed  the  bounds  of  right,  and  to  aug- 
ment his  income  by  irregular  exactions,  and 
by  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences 
will  not  be  wanting,  vebere  the  farms  pass 
annually  from  one  hand  to  another.  That 
the  discouragements  which  the  tenants  (eel 
from  being  transferred  every  year  to  new 
landlords,  are  a  great  objection  to  such  short 
leases  ;  that  they  contribute  to  injure  the  cul- 
tivation, and  dispeople  the  lands.  That,  on 
the  contrary,  from  long  farms,  the  farmer  ac- 
quires a  permanent  interest  in  his  lands  :  he 
will,  for  his  own  sake,  lay  out  money  in  as- 
sisting his  tenants  in  improving  lands  already 
cultivated,  and  in  clearing  and  cultivating 
waste  lands."  That,  nevertheless,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  having  left  it  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  committee  of  revenue,  appointed  by 
him  in  1781,  to  fix  the  time  for  which  the 
ensuing  settlement  should  be  made ;  and  the 
said  committee  having  declaredi  that,  with 


respect  to  the  period  of  the  leases  in  generali 
it  appeared  to  the  committee  that  to  UmU  then 
to  one  year  would  be  the  best  period ;  he,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  approved  of  that  limi- 
tation, in  manifest  contradiction  to  all  bii 
own  arguments,  professions,  and  declarations, 
concerning  the  fatal  consequences  of  annual 
leases  of  the  lands ;   that,  in  so  doing,  tbe 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  bold  himself 
bound  or  restrained  by  the  orders  of  the  court 
of  directors,  but  acted  upon  his  own  discre- 
tion ;  and  that  he  has,  for  partial  and  inter- 
ested  purposes,  exercised  that  discretion,  in 
particular  instances,  against  his  own  general 
settlement  for  one  year,  by  granting  perpetual 
leases  of  farms  and  zemindarios  to  persons 
specially  favoured  by  him ;  and  particularly 
by  granting  a  perpetual  lease  of  the  zeminda- 
ry  of  Baharbund  to  his  servant  Cantoo  Baboo 
on  very  low  terms ;  that,  in  all  the  preceding 
transactions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
act  contrary  to  his  duty,  as  governour  of  Fort 
William,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  employ- 
ers, and  contrary  to  his  own  declared  sense 
of  expediency,  consistency,  and  justice;  and 
thereby  did  harass  and  afflict  the  inhabitants 
of  the  provinces  with  perpetual  changes  in 
the  system  and  execution  of  the  government 
placed  over  them,  and  with  continued  inno- 
vations and  exactions  agamst  the  rights  of  the 
said  inhabitants :   thereby  destroying  all  se- 
curity to  private  property,  and  all  confidence 
in  the  good  faith,  principles,  and  justice  of  tbe 
British  government :  and  that  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  having  substituted  his  own  io- 
struraents  to  be  the  managers  and  collectors 
of  the  public  revenue,  in  the  manner  herein 
before  mentioned,  did  act  in  manifest  breach 
and  defiance  of  an  act  of  the  13th  of  his  pre- 
sent majesty,  by  which  the  ordering  and  man' 
agement  and  government  of  all  the  territorial 
revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar^ 
and  Orissa,  were  vested  in  the  govemour- 
general  and  council,  without   any  power  of 
delegating   the  said  trust  and   duty  to  any 
other  persons ;  and  that  by  such  unlawful  de- 
legation of  the  powers  of  the  council  to  a 
subordinate  board  appointed  by  himself,  he, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  unite 
and  vest  in  his  own  person  the  ordering,  gov- 
ernment, and  management  of  all    the  said 
territorial  revenues :  and   that,  for  the  said 
illegal  act,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  is 
solely  answerable,  the  same  having  been  pro- 
posed and  resolved  in  council,  when  the  goT- 
ernour-general  and  council  consisted  but  of 
two  persons  present ;  namely,  tbe  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  and  the  late  Edward  Wheier» 
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ind  when  consequently  the  gover-  amount)  no  more  than  140,000r.  sterling  for 

al,  by  virtue  of  the  casting  voice,  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  household 

he  whole  power  of  the  government,  and  family  of  the  nabob,  and  for  the  mainte- 

all    the  changes  and   innovations  nance  of  his  government,  as  well  as  for  the 

•re  described,  ihe  pretence  used  by  payment  of  the  public  debts  due  within  the 

arren  Hastings,  to  recommend  and  province, 
same  to  the  court  of  directors  has 

iuch  changes  and  innovations  would  III. — That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad  a 

with  increase  of  revenue,  or  di-  regular  brigade  of  tbe  company's  troops  to  be 

f  expense  to  the  East-India  com-  stationed  in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of 

such  pretence,  if  true,  would  not  Oude,  was  kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the 
a  justification  of  such  acts  ;  but  said  nabob ;  in  addition  to  which  a  temporary 
pretence  is  false  and  groundless,  brigade  of  the  same  troops  was  added  to  his 
ng  the  administration  of  the  said  establishment,  together  with  several  detached 
astings,  the  territorial  revenues  corps  in  the  company's  service,  and  a  great  part 
ed;  that  the  charges  of  collecting  of  his  own  native  troops  were  put  under  the 
ive  greatly  increased ;  and  that  the  command  of  British  officers. 
3n  Hastings,  by  his  neglect,  mis- 
it,  and  by  a  direct  and  intended  IV. — Tliat  the  expense  of  the  company's 
e  company's  property,  is  chargea-  temporary  brigade  increased  in  the  same 
id  answerable  for,  all  the  said  de-  year  (the  year  of  1779)  upwards  of  80,000/. 
cnue,  and  all  the  said  increase  of  sterling  above  the  estimate  ;  and  the  expense 

of  the  country  troops  under  British  officers, 

in    the   same  period,  increased  upwards  of 

— ^-^  40,000/.   sterling;   and   in  addition    to   the 

aforesaid    ruinous    expenses,  a    large    civil 

MISDEMEANOURS  IN  OUDE.  establishment  was   gradually,  secretly,  and 

without  any  authority  from  the  court  of  di- 

k.T  the  province  of  Oude  and  its  rectors,  or  record  in  the  books  of  the  council- 

3S    were,  before    their  connexion  general  concerning  the  same,  formed  for  the 

ibordination  to,  the  company,  in  a  resident ;  and  another  under  Mr.  Wombwell, 

c<Hidition  with  regard  to  culture,  an  agent  for  the  company ;   as  also  several 

and  population,  and  their  rulers  pensions  and  allowances,  in  the  same  secret 

>al  nobility  maintained  themselves  and  clandestine  manner,  were  charged  on  the 

of  affluence  and   splendour  ;  but  revenues  of  the  said  nabob  for  the  benefit  of 

y  after  the  period  aforesaid    the  British  subject,  besides  large  occasional  gifU 

both  of  the  country  and  of  its  to  persons. in  the  company's  service. 
a  sensibly  and  rapidly  to  decline ; 

lat  the  revenue  of  the  said  province,  V. — That   in  the  month  of   November, 

iie    lowest  estimation   had   been  1779,  the  said  nabob  did  represent  to  Mr. 

lie  commencement  of  the  British  Purling,  the  company's  resident  aforesaid,  the 

t  upwards  of  three  millions  ster-  distressed  state  of  his  revenues,  in  the  follow- 

ly  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised  ing  terms  :  "  During  three  years  past,  the  ex- 

riment  to  the  country)  did  not  in  pense  occasioned  by  the  troops  in  brigade, 

79,  exceed  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  and  others  commanded  by  European  officers, 

subsequent  years  did  fall  much  has  much  distressed  the  support  of  my  house- 
it  sum,  although  the  rents  were  hold,  insomuch  that  the  allowances  made  to 
ivanced,  and  the  country  grievous-  the  seraglio  and  children  of  the  deceased  na- 
J  in  order  to  raise  it.  bob  have  been  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  what 

it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted 

it  in  the  aforesaid  year,  1779,  the  in  a  very  distressed  manner  for  two  years 

the  East-India  company  on  the  past.    The  attendants,  writers,  and  servants, 

ude  are  stated  by  Mr.  Purling,  &c.  of  my  court  have  received  no  pay  for 

It  at  the  court  of  Oude,  to  amount  two  years  past ;  and  there  is,  at  present,  no 

of  1 ,360,000/.  sterling  and  up-  part  of  the  country  that  can  be  allotted  to 

ing  (upon  the  supposition  that  the  the  pa3niient  of  my  fitther's  private  creditors, 

oiue  should  amount  to  the  sum  of  whose  applications  are  daily  pressing  upon 

sterling,   to  which   it  did   not  me.    All  these  difficttltiet  I  have  for  these 
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three  jetrt  pest  ttniggled  through  and  (bund  sal,  and  afterwards  to  compel  him  to  keep  On 

this  consolation  therein,  that  it  was  complying  troope  in  hU  pay  during  your  pleaeure,  yew 

with  the  pleasure  of  the  honourable  company,  intents  are  unjti»t ;  and  a  correspondent  con- 

and  in   the  hppe   th^t  the  supreme  council  duct  toould  r^ect  great  dishonour  on  the  com' 

would  make  inquiry  froip  impartial  persons  pany.^* 
into  my  distresned  situation ;  but  I  am  now 

forced  to  a  representation.     From  the  great        VI I. ▼-That  in  answer  to  the  decent  and 
increase  of  expense  the  revenues  were  neccs-  humble  representation  aforesaid  oflhe  nabob  of 
sarily  farmed  out  at  a  high  rqte ;  and  doficien-  Oude,  the  allegations  of  which,  so  far  as  thej 
cies  followed  yearly.     The  country  and  cul-  relate  to  the  distressed  state  of  the  nabob's 
tivation  is  abandoned,  and  this  year,  in  par-  finances,  and  his  total  inability  to  discharge 
ticular,  from   the  excessive  drought,  deduc-  the  demand*  made  on  him,  were  confirmed  bj 
lions  of  many  lacks  "  [stated  by  the  resident,  the  testimony   of   the    English   resident  at 
in  his  letter  to  the  board  of  the  13th  of  the  Oude,  and  which  the  said  Hastings  did  nol  deny 
month  following,  to  amount  to  25  lacks,  or  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part  thereof,  he,  the  said 
250,000/.  sterling]   "  have  been  allowed  the  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of  certain 
farmers,  who  were  still  lefl  unsatisfied.      I  political  dangers,  declare  the  relief  desired  tobe 
have  received  but  just  sufficient  to  support  without  hesitation  totally  inadmissible;*'  and 
my  absolute  necessities,  the  revenues  being  did  falsely  and  maliciously  insinuate,  "  that 
deficient  to  amount  to  15  lacks   [150,000/.  the  tone,  in  which  the  demands  of  the  nabob 
sterling]  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the  old  were  asserted,  and  the  season  in  which  they 
chieftains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  useful  were  made,  did  give  cause  for  the  most  alarm* 
attendants  of  the  court,  were  forced  to  leave  ing   suspicions."     And     the    said    Warreo 
it,  and  there  is   now   only  a  few  foot  and  Hastings  did,  in  a  letter  to  the  said  nabob 
horse  for  the  colie^tiop  of  my  revenues ;  and  aforesaid,  written  in  haughty  and  insolent 
should  the  zemindars  be  re/rac.tory,  tl\ere  i^  language,  and  without  taking  any  notice  of 
not  lef\  a  sufficient  number  to  reduce  them  to  the  distresses  of  the  said  nabob,  alleged  and 
obedience."    And  the  said  nabob  did  there-  verified  as  before  recited,  "  require  and  in- 
fore  pray,  that  the  assignments  for  the  new  sist  upon  your  [the  nabob's]  granting  tuncawa 
brigade,  the  corps  of  horse,  and  the  other  de-  [assignments]  for  the  full  amount  of  their  [the 
tached  bodies  of  the  company's  troops,  might  company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  cur- 
not  be  required  from  him  ;  alleging,  "  that  rent  year,  and  on  your  reserving  funds  suffi- 
the  former  was  not  only  quite  useless  to  bis  cient  to  answer  them,  even  should  the  d^cien- 
government,  but  moreover  the  cause  of  much  cies  of  your  revenues  compel  you  to  Uavi 
loss  both  in  the  revenues  and  customs ;  and  your   own  troops  unprovided  for,  or  to  dis- 
that   the  detached  bodies  of  troops,  under  band  a  part  of  them  to  enable  you  to  ^fftd 
their  European  officers,  brought  nothing  but  t<." 
confusion  into  the  affairs  of  his  government, 

and  were  entirely  their  own  masters,"  VIII. — That  in  a  letter,  written  at  the 

same  time  to  the  resident  Purling,  and  intend- 

VI. — That  it  appears,  that  the  said  nabob  ed  for  his  directions  in  enforcing  on  the  nabob 

was  not  bound  by  any  treaty  to  the  mainte-  the  unjust  demands  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren 

nance,  without  his  consent,  even  of  the  o^  Hastings  hath  asserted,  in  direct  contradiction 

brigade;  the  ppurt  of  directors  having,  in  to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  said 

their  letter  of  the  16th  December,  1775,  ap-  nabob  and  the  company,  "that  he  [the  nabob] 

proved  of  Jc^eping  the  same  in  his  service,  stands  engaged  to  our  government  to  mun- 

"  provided  jt  uxfs  done  with  the  free  consent  tain  the  English  armies,  which,  at  his  own 

of  the  soitbafi,  and  by  no  means  without  it."  request,  have  been  formed  for  the  protection 

And  the  new  brigade,  and  temporary  corps,  of  his  dominions  *,  and  that  it  is  our  part,  and 

were  rais^)  on  the  express  condition  that  the  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what  man^ 

expense  thereof  should  be  charged  on  the  tier  and  at  what  time  these  shall  be  reduced 

nabob  only  "for  so  long  a  time  as  he  should  and  withdrawn,''*    And  in  a  minute  of  con- 

require  tf^  qorps  for  his  service**    And  the  sultatien,  when  the  aforesaid  measure  wis 

court  of  directors  express  to  the  governour-  proposed  by  the  said   Hastings  to  the  su- 

general  an<|  poui^cil  their  sense  of  the  said  preme  council,  he  did  affirm  and  maintaiot 

agreement  in  the  following  terms :  *'  but  if  that  the  troops  aforesaid  **  had  now  no  sepo- 

you  intend  to  tvstX  your  influence,  first  to  rqU  or  distinct  existence  from  oura,  and  may 

induce  tbs  yizier  to  fcquipsee  i;i  yoiur  pjropo*  be  properly  said  to  consist  of  our  whoU  mili- 
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tabtiffaoMiitywiditheeieeptioBonljof  with  any  «felftfi  difBeoltiM,  tnntnig  thej 

mpMH  infkntry ;  ftod  that  they  could  would  learn  them  from  other  quarters,  and 

I  ttMbdrawn    without    imposing   on  that  he  should  be  relieved  by  their  friendship : 

ipany  the  additional  bwrthen  of  them,  **  but  (he  says)  when  the  knife  hadptnetraUd 

anding  nine  battalions  of  disciplined  to  the  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded  with  such' 

and  three  regiments  of  horse.*'  heavy  distresses,  that  I  could  no  longer  live 

in  expectations,  I  then  wrote  an  account  of 

—That  in  the  minute  of  consultation  my  difficulties.    The  answer  1  have  received 

id,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hath  to  it  is  such,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpressi- 

in  justification  of  the  violent  and  ar-  ble  grief  and  affliction.     I  never  had   the 

proceedings  aforesaid,  asserted,  "  that  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the 

-angement  of  measures  between  the  council,  that  you  would  have  given  your  or- 

I  government  and  their  allies,  the  na-  ders  in  so  c^fflieting  a  manner  in  which  you 

>wers  of  India,  must,  in  case  of  disa^-  never  before  wrote,  and  I  could  never  have 

nt  about  the  necessity  thereof,  be  de-  imagined.    I  have  delivered  up  all  my  pri« 

y  the  strongest  ,*"  and  hath  thereby  ad-  vate  papers  to  him  [the  resident]  that  aiher 

a  dangerous  and  most  indecently-ex-  examining  my  receipts  and  expenses,  he  may 

I  position,  subversive  of  the  rights  of  take  whatever  remains.      That  as    I  know 

and  tending  to  breed  war  and  confu-  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you  [the  com- 

Dstead  of  cordiality  and  co-operation  pany  and  council]  I  have  not  &iled  to  obey 

It  them,  and  to  destroy  all  confidence  of  in  any  instance ;  but  requested  of  him  that  it 

ices  of  India  in  the  faith  and  justice  of  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my 

iglish  nation ;  and  the  said  Hastings,  necessary  expenses.     There  being  no  other 

fiirther,  in  the  minute  aforesaid,  pre-  funds  but  those  for  the  expenses  of  my  niut- 

to  threaten  to  "  bring  to  punishment,  seddies,  [clerks  and  accountants]  household 

influence  [his  the  said  Hastings's  in-  expenses,  and  servants,  &c.   he   demanded 

I  can  produce  that  effect,  those  ineendi'  these  in  such  a  manner,  that  being  remedilesS| 

'ho  have  endeavoured  to  make  them-  I    was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  ro- 

the  instruments  of  division  between  quired.      He    has  accordingly  stopped    the 

th,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants  for  30  years, 

lance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  du-  whether  sepoys  [soldiers]  mntseddies  [seereto- 

a  prince,  engaged  in  an  unequal  alii-  ries  and  accountants]  or  household  servants, 

ith  a  presiding  state— that  of  repre-  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  kitchen, 

the  grievances  of  his  subjects  to  that  together  with  thejaghires  of  my  grandmother, 

owerful  state,  by  whose  acts  they  su^  mother,  and  aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and 

mng  thereby  the  governing  power  in  dependat^,  which  were  for  their  support,** 
^orance  of    the  effects   of  its  own 

ea,  and   to  the  oppressed  people  no  XII.— That  in  answer  to  the  letter  afore* 

tioice  than  the  alternative  df  an  unquali-  said,  the  resident  received  from  the  said  War- 

Hnission,  or  a  resistance  productive  of  ren  Hastings  and  council  an  order  to  perse* 

lences  more  fatal.  vere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullest  extent,  that 

is  to  say,  to  the  amount  of  1,400,000{.  tter^^ 

•That  all  relief  being  denied  to  the  ling. 

in  the  manner  and  on  the  grounds 

id,  the  demands  of  the  company  on  the  XIII. — That  on  the  15th  of  May,  the  na^ 

ibob  in  the  year  following,  that  is  to  bob  replied,  complaining  in  an  humble  and 

1   the  year  1780,  did  amount  to  the  suppliant  manner  of  his  distressed  situation, 

MU  sum  of  1,4()0,000<.  sterling,  and  that  he  had  at  first  opposed  the  assigning  to 

tress  of  the  province  did  rapidly  in-  the  use  of  the  company  the  estates  of  hit 

mother,  of  his  grandmother,  of  one  of  hit 
uncles,  and  of  the  sons  of  another ;  but  that, 

—That  the  nabob,  on  the  24th  of  Feb-  in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  the  gentle* 

of  the  same  year,  did  again  write  to  men  of  the  council,  it  had  been  done,  to  thn 

nremour-general,    the    said    Warren  amount,  on  the  whole,  of  80,000^.  sterling  a 

gfl,  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  his  year,  or  thereabouts ;  that  whatever  effeeta 

It  friendship  to  the  company,  and  his  were  in  the  country,  with  even  his  table,  hk 

noa  and  obedience  to  their  orders ;  animals,  and    the  salaries  of  hit  Mrvantfi 

MTting,  that  he  had  not  troubled  them  were  granted  in  assignmanta  {  that  bendM 
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thote,  if  they  were  reeolfed  t^j^  to  compel  nabob ;  and  that  unlest  some  effectual  mea- 

him  to  give  up  the  estates  of  Eu  parents  and  sures  were  taken  for  his  relief,  be^tbeoa- 

relations,  which  were  granted  them  for  their  bob]  must  be  under  the  necessM^^jplMNii^ 

maintenance,  they  were  at  the  company's  dis-  his  country,  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta, 

fDsal ;  saying,  "  If  the  council  have  directed  to  represent  the  situation  of  his  government. 

ou  to  attach  them,  do  it ;  in  the  country  no  Ami  Mr.  Wheler  did  declare,  that  thegover- 

further  sources  remain.     I  have  no  means ;  nour-general's  representation  of  the  stale  of 

for  I  have  not  a  subsistence.     How  long  shall  that  province  "was  but  too  well   founded; 

1  dwell  upon  my  misfortunes?"  and  was  convinced,  that  it  would  require  his 

utmost  abilities  and  powers,  applied  and  ex* 

XIV. — That  the  truth  of  the  said  reraon-  ercised  on  the  spot,  to  restore  it  to  its  former 

strances  was  not  disputed,  nor  the   tone  in  good  order  and  affluence.** 
which  tliey  were  written  complained  of,  the 

same   being    submissive,  and   even    abject,  XVII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

though  the  cause  (his  distresses)  was  by  the  in  consequence  of  the  minute  aforesaid,  did 

said  Hastings,  in  a  great  degree  and  in  tt>rm3  grant  to  himself,  and  did  procure  the  consent 

the  most  offensive,  attributed   to  tlie  nabob  of  his  only  colleague,  Edward  Wheler,  £s* 

himself;   hut  no  relief  was  given,   and  the  quire,  to  a  commission  or  delegation,  with 

same  unwarrantable  establishments,  maintain-  powers  ''  to  assist  the  nabob  vizier  in  forming 

ed  at  the  same  ruinous  expense,  were  kept  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 

up.  peace  and  good  order  of  his  government,  the 

improvement  of  his  revenue,  and  the  adjust- 
XV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ment  of  the  mutual  concerns  subsisting  be> 
having  considered  as  incendiaries  those  who  tween  him  and  the  company."  And  in  the 
advised  the  remonstrances  aforesaid,  and  to  said  commission  or  delegation,  he,  the  said 
prevent  the  same  in  future,  having  denounced  Warren  Hastings,  did  cause  to  be  inserted 
vengeance  on  those  concerned  therein,  did,  certain  powers  and  provisions  of  a  new  and 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  his  power  all  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to  say,)  reciting 
representations  of  the  state  of  the  court  and  the  business  before  mentioned,  he  did  convey 
country  aforesaid,  and  to  subject  both  the  one  to  himself  "  such  authority  to  enforce  the 
and  the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and  same,  as  the  govemour- general  and  cmmcU 
to  draw  to  himself  and  to  his  creatures  the  might  or  could  exercise  on  occasions^  in  wtuch 
management  of  the  nabob's  revenues,  in  defi-  they  could  be  warranted  to  exercise  the  same; 
ance  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  to  form  and  conclude  such  several  engage- 
a  second  time  recall  Mr.  Bristow,  the  com-  ments  or  treaties  with  the  nabob  vizier,  the 
pany's  resident,  from  the  court  of  Oude  ;  hav-  government  of  Barar,  and  with  any  chiefs  or 
ing  once  before  recalled  him,  as  the  said  di-  powers  of  Hindostan,  as  he  should  judge  ex- 
rectors  express  themselves,  *'  without  the  pedient  and  necessary."  Towards  the  con- 
shadow  of  a  charge  being  exhibited  against  elusion  of  the  act  or  instrument  aforesaid  are 
him;"  and  having,  on  the  occasion  and  time  the  words  following;  viz.  "it  is  hereby  declar- 
now  stated  produced  no  specific  charge  against  ed,  that  all  such  acts,  and  all  such  engagements 
the  said  resident ;  and  he,  the  said  Hastings,  or  treaties  aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  on  the 
did  appoint  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  to  governour-general  and  council  in  the  same 
succeed  him,  it  being  his  declared  principle,  manner,  and  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  been 
that  he  must  have  a  person  of  his  oum  confi-  done  and  passed  by  the  speci^c  and  immediate 
dence  in  that  situation.  concurrence  and  actual  junction  of  the  govern 

nour- general  and  council^  in  council  assembled.^ 
XVI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  And  the  said  powers  were,  by  the  said  War- 
after  he  had  refused  all  relief  to  the  distresses  ren  Hastings,  given  by  himself  and  the  said 
of  the  nabob,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  Wheler,  under  the  seal  of  the  company,  on 
had  described  those  who  advised  the  repre-  the  3d  July,  1781. 
aentation  of  the  grievances  of  Oude  as  tncen- 

<i»anc«,  did  himself,  in  a  minute  of  the  21st  XVIII. — That  the  said  commission,  dele- 
May,  1781,  describe  that  province  *^  as  fallen  gating  ts  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the 
ipto  a  state  of  great  diswder  and  confusion,  whole  fuqiBtions  of  the  council,  is  destructive 
»nd  its  resources  in  an  extraordinary  degree  to  the  constitution  thereof;  and  is  contrary 
diaainished ;"  and  did  state,  that  his  presence  to  the  company's  standing  orders ;  and  ia  il« 
in  tha  said  province  was  requested  by  the  legal. 
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XIX.^That  in  virtue  of  those  powers,  the  nabob's  possessions,  at  our  own  ejrpente* 
and  the  illegal  delegation  aforesaid,  the  said  It  is  true,  we  charge  the  nabob  with  this  ex- 
Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  finished  his  pense  :  but  the  large  balance  already  duo  from 
business  at  Benares,  did  procure  a   meeting  him  shows  too  justly  the  little  prospect  thero 
with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  at  a  place  called  was  of  disengaging  ourselves /rom  a  burthen^ 
Chunar,  upon  the  confines  of  the  country  of  which  was  daily  adding  to  our  distresses,  and 
Benares,  and  did  there  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  must  soon  become  insupportable,  although  it 
pretended   treaty  with   the  said  nabob;  one  were   granted    that  the   nabob's    debt,    then 
part  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  suffered  to  accumulate,  might  at  some  future 
pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a  series  of  requi-  period  be  liquidated ;  and  that  this  measure 
sitions  presented   to  him  by  the  nabob,  but  would  substantially  effect  an  instant  relief  to 
which  requisitions,  or  any  copy  of  thereof,  or  the  pecuniaiy  distresses  of  the  company." 
of  any  other  material  document  relative  there- 
to,  he  did  not  at  the  time  transmit  to  tho  XXII. — That  Nathaniel   Middleton,  the 
presidency  ;    the  said  Warren  Hastings  in-  resident,  did  also  declare,  that  he  would  at  all 
forming  Mr.  Wheler  that  the  resident.  Mid-  times  testify,  "  that  upon  the  plan  of  theTore- 
dleton,  had  taken  the  authentic  papers  rela-  going  years  the  receipts  from  the  nabob  were 
live  to  this  transaction  with  him  to  Lucknow ;  only  a  deception,  and  not  an  advantage,  but  an 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Warren  injury  to  the  company ;"  and  "  that  a  remis- 
Hastings  did  ever  reclaim  the  said  papers  in  sion  to  the  nabob  of  this  instifferable  burthen 
order  to  record  them  at  the  presidency,  to  be  was  aprqfit  to  the  company."    And  the  said 
transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  as  it  Hastings  did  assert,  that  the  force  of  the 
was  his  duty  to  do.  company  was  not  be  lessened  by  withdraw- 
ing the  temporary  troops  ;  although  (when  it 
XX.— That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  suited  the  purpose  of  the  said  Hastings,  in 
of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  compa-  denying  just  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the 
njr,  was,  that  in  consideration  of  the  nabob's  said  nabob  of  Oude)  he  had  not  scrupled  to 
inability   (which    inability  the   preamble  of  assert  the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions  by 
the  treaty  asserts  to  have  been  *'  repeatedly  him  maintained  in  justification  of  the  treaty 
and  urgently  represented ")   to  support   the  of  Chunar,  having  in  his  minute  aforesaid,  of 
expenses  of  the  temporary  brigade,  and  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  asserted,  "  that 
tl^e  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  also  of  the  these  troops  "  [the  troops  maintained  by  the 
British  officers,  with  their  battalions,  and  of  nabob  of  Oude]  ''  had  no  separate  or  distinct 
other  gentlemen,  who  were  then  paid  by  him,  existence,  and  may  be  properly  said  to  con- 
the   several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  other  sist  of  our  whole  military  establishment,  with 
gentlemen  (with  the  exception  of  the  resi-  the  exception  only  of  our  European  infan- 
deut's  office,  then  on  the  nabobs  list,  and  a  try ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  withdrawn^ 
regiment  of  sepoys  for  the  resident's  guard)  without  imposing  on  the  company  the  additional 
should,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  months,  burthen  of  their  expense,  or  disbanding  nine 
be  no    longer  at  his   [the  nabob's]  charge,  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,  and  three 
**  The  true  meaning  of  this  being,  that  no  regiments  of  horse." 
more  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the  pay 

and  allowances  of  a  regiment  of  sepoys,"  (as  XXIII. — That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hast^ 

aforesaid  to  the  resident)  amounting  in  the  ings,  in  justification  of  his   agreement    to 

whole  to  342,000/.  a  year,  should  be  paid  by  withdraw  the  troops  aforesaid  from  the  terri- 

the  nabob.     And  that  no  qfficers,  troops,  or  tories  and  pay  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  fbr- 

others,  should  be  put  upon  the  nabobs  esUtbUsh-  ther  declare,  "  that  he  had  been  too  much  ac- 

nunty   exclusive  of  those  in  the  said  treaty  customed  to  the  tales  of  hostile  preparation, 

stipulated.  and  impending  invasions,  against  all  the  evi- 
dence of  political  probability,  to  regard  them 

XXI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raised  for  the 

did  defend  and  justify  the  said  articles,  in  purpose  of  perpetuating  or  multiplying  com- 

which  the  troops  aforesaid  were  to  be  remov-  mands ;"  and  be  did  trust  "  all  ideas  of  dan- 

•d  from  the  nabob's  establishment,  by  declar-  ger  from  the  neighbouring  powers  were  al'o- 

ing  as  follows :    *<  that  the  actual  disburse-  gether  visionary ;  and  that,  even  if  they  bad 

■MOts  to  those  troops  had  fallen  upon  our  been  better  founded,  this  mode  of  anticipating 

monJundM^  and  that  fo€  support  a  body  of  possible  evils  would  be  more  mischievous  than 

troops,  established  •oUHy  for  the  defence  of  any  thing  they  had  reason  to  apprehend,"  and 
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that  the  internal  state  of  the  nabob's  domin-  even  hi»  own  endeavoun  vxndd  he  aUendid 

ions  did  not  require  the  continuance  of  the  toilh  much  success." 
said  troops ;    and   that    the   nabob,   "  whose 

concern  it  was,  and  not  ours^**  did  affirm  the  XXVI. — That  at  the  time  of  making  the 
same,  notwithstanding  he,  the  said  Hastings  said  treaty,  and  at  the  time  when,  under  co- 
had  before,  in  answer  to  the  humble  supplica-  lour  of  the  distress  of  ihe  nabob  of  Oude.and 
tions  of  the  nabob,  asserted,  that  **  it  was  our  the  failure  of  all  other  means  for  his  relief,  he 
part,  and  not  his^  to  judge  and  determine  in  the  said  Hastings  broke  the  company's  faith 
what  manner,  and  at  what  time,  they  should  with  the  parents  of  the  nabob,  and  first  en- 
be  reduced  or  withdrawn."  couraged,  and  afterwards  compelled,  him  to 

despoil  them  of  their  landed  estates,  money, 
XXIV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  jewels,  and  household  goods,  and  while  the 
in  support  of  his  measure  of  withdrawing  the  said  nabob  continued  heavily  in  debt  to  the 
said  brigade,  and  other  troops,  did  also  repre-  company,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did, 
sent,  that  '*  the  remote  stations  of  those  **  without  hesitation,"  accept  of  and  receive 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  be-  from  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  his  ministers, 
yond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  board  af-  (who  are  notoriously  known  to  be  not  only 
forded  too  much  opportunity  and  temptation  under  his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute 
for  unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  command)  a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift,  or  pre- 
contagion  of  "peculation  and  rapacity  through-  sent,  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
out  the  whole  army ;  and  as  an  instance  there-  ling,  and  upwards :  that  even  if  the  said  pre- 
of,  that  a  court  martial,  composed  of  officers  tended  gift  could  be  supposed  to  be  voluntary, 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  unani-  it  was  contrary  to  the  express  provision  of 
mously  and  honourably,  *  most  honourably,*  the  regulating  act  of  the  13th  year  of  his  ma- 
acquitted  an  officer  upon  an  acknowledged  jesty's  reign,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  all 
fact,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  presents  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 
would  have  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  contrary  to  his  own  sense  of  the  true  intent 
the  severest  punishment."  and  meaning  of  the  said  act,  declared  upon  a 

similar,  but  not  so  strong  a  case;  that  is, 
XXV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  where  the  service  done,  and  the  present  offer- 
having,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  contradicted  ed  in  return  for  it,  had  taken  place  before  the 
all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by  him  assigned  promulgation  of  the  above  laws  in  India ;  on 
for  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  establishment,  that  occasion  he  declared,  '^  that  the  excla- 
and  having  declared  his  own  conviction,  that  sion  by  an  act  of  parliament  ttdmitted  no 
the  whole  was  a  fallacy  and  imposition,  and  abatement  or  evasion^  wherever  its  authority 
a  detriment  to  the  company  instead  of  a  bene-  extended." 
fit,  circumstances  (if  they  are  true)  which 

he  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  XXVII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour  in  ings,  confiding  in  an  interest,  which  he  sup- 
carrying  on  the  imposture  and  delusion  afore-  posed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the  East-Io- 
said,  and  in  continuing  an  insupportable  bur-  dia  house,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
then  and  grievance  upon  the  nabob  for  several  court  of  directors  to  violate  the  said  act,  and 
years,  without  attending  to  his  repeated  sup-  to  suffer  him  to  appropriate  the  money  so  ille- 
plications  to  be  relieved  therefrom,  to  the  gaily  accepted  by  him  to  his  own  profit  as  a 
utter  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  the  destruc-  reward  for  his  services, 
tion  of  the  discipline  of  the  British  troops,  by 

diffusing  among  them  a  general  spirit  of  pecu-  XXVIII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

lation  ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  committed  ings  has  since  declared  to  the  court  of  direct- 

a  grievous   offence   in   upholding   the  same  ors,  that  when  fortune  threw  a  sum  in  hii 

pernicious  system,  until,  by  his  own  confes-  way  (meaning  the  sum  of  money  above  men- 

sion  and  declaration,  in  his  minute  of  the  21st  tioned)  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not  be 

of  May,  1781,  "  the  evils  had  grown  to  so  concealed,  he  chose  to  apprize  his  employers  of 

great  an  height,  that  exertions  will  be  requir-  it ;  thereby  confessing,  that,  but  for  the  magni- 

ed  more  powerful  than  can  be  made  through  tude  of  the  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  bs 

the  delegated  authority  of  the  servants  of  the  concealed,  he  never  would  have  discovered  it 

company  now  in  the  province ;  and  that  hn  to  them.    And  the  said  unlawful  present  be> 

was  far  from  sanguine  in  his  expectations,  that  ing  receiyed  at  the  tifiie  wheo,  for  reaseoi 
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directly  contradictory  to  all  his  former  re- 
corded declarations,  he  did  agree  to  remove 
the  aforesaid  troops  from  the  nabob's  domin- 
ions, and  to  recall  the  pensioners  aforesaid,  it 
must  be  presumed  that  he  did  not  agree  to 
give  the  relief  (which  he  had  before  so  ob- 
stinately refused)  upon  the  grounds  and  mo- 
tives of  justice,  policy,  or  humanity,  but  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  money  aforesaid, 
which  in  a  time  of  such  extreme  distress  in 
the  nabob's  affairs  could  not  be  rationally 
given,  except  for  those  and  other  conces- 
sions stipulated  for  in  the  said  treaty,  but 
which  bad  on  former  occasions  been  refused. 

XXIX. — That  notwithstanding  his,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings's,  receipt  of  the  present 
Df  100,000/.  as  aforesaid,  he  did  violate  every 
>ne  of  the  stipulations  in  the  said  treaty 
XMitained;  and  particularly  he  did  continue 
.n  the  country,  and  in  the  service  of  the  nabob 
>f  Oude,  those  troops,  which  he  had  so  re- 
:enlly  stipulated  to  withdraw  from  his  country 
ind  to  take  from  his  establishment ;  for,  up- 
)n  the  24ih  of  December  following,  he  did 
>rder  the  temporary  brigade,  making  10  bat- 
talions of  500  men  each,  to  be  again  put  on 
iie  vizi«r's  list ;  although  he  had  recently 
iDformed  the  court  of  directors,  through  Ed- 
nrard  Wheler.  Esquire,  that  any  benefit  to 
ye  derived  from  the  nabob's  paying  that  bri- 
gade was  a  faUacy  and  a  deception^  and  that 
the  same  was  a  charge  upon  the  company, 
ind  not  an  cUleviation  of  its  distresseSj  as  well 
Ls  an  insupportable  burthen  to  the  nabob: 
iius  having,  within  a  short  space  of  time, 
Lwice  contradicted  himself,  both  in  delaration 
ukI  in  conduct. 

XXX. — That  this  measure  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  a  treaty  of  not  three  months  dura- 
Li<Hi,  was  so  injudicious,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  "  nothing  less 
than  blows  could  effect  it :"  he  the  said  resi- 
dent further  adding,  '^  that  the  nabob  was  not 
even  able  to  pay  off  the  arrears  still  due  to  it 
[the  new  brigade  ;]  and  that  the  troops  being 
all  in  arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present 
payment,  so  large  a  body  assembled  here  [viz. 
at  Lucknow]  without  any  means  to  check  and 
control  them,  nothing  but  disorder  could  fol- 
low. As  one  proof  that  the  nabob  is  as  bad- 
ly off  for  funds  as  we  are,  I  may  inform  you, 
that  his  cavalry  rose  this  day  upon  him,  and 
and  west  all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand 
firom  13  to  18  months  arrears,  and  were  with 
great  difficulty  persuaded  to  retire,  which  was 
probably  more  footed  by  a  body  of  troops 


getting  under  arms  to  go  Against  them,  than 
any  other  consideration."  But  the  letter  of 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  24th  of 
December,  giving  the  above  orders  for  the 
infraction  of  the  treaty,  and  to  which  the  let- 
ter, from  whence  ihe  foregoing  extracts  are 
taken,  is  an  answer,  doth  not  appear,  any 
otherwise  than  as  the  same  is  recited  in  the 
answer. 

XXXI. — That,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
orders and  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  afore- 
said had  continued  and  increased,  and  that 
three  very  large  balances  had  accumulated, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  the  trea- 
sury accounts  at  Calcutta  to  be  examined  and 
scrutinized,  and  an  account  of  another  ar- 
rear,  composed  of  various  articles,  pretended 
to  have  accumulated  during  seven  years 
previous  to  the  year  1799,  (the  articles  com- 
posing which,  if  they  had  been  just,  ought 
to  have  been  charged  at  the  times-  they  sever- 
ally became  due)  was  sent  to  the  resident, 
and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  amount 
of  260;000/.  sterling ;  which  unexpected  de- 
mand, in  so  distressed  a  situation,  did  not  a 
little  embarrass  the  nabob.  But  whilst  he 
and  his  ministers  were  examining  into  the 
said  unexpected  demand,  another,  and  fiflh 
balance,  made  up  of  similar  forgotten  articles, 
was  demanded,  to  the  amount  of  140,000/. 
sterling  more.  Which  said  two  last  de- 
mands did  so  terrify  and  confound  the  nabob 
and  his  ministers,  that  they  declared  that 
the  resident  *'  might  at  once  take  the  country, 
since  justice  was  out  of  the  question." 

XXXII.— That  the  said  Hastings,  in- 
order  to  add  to  the  confusion,  perplexity, 
and  distress  of  the  nabob's  affairs,  did  send 
to  his  court  (in  which  he  had  already  a  resi- 
dent and  an  assistant  resident)  two  secret 
agents.  Major  Palmer  and  Major  Davy,  and 
did  instruct  Major  Palmer  to  make  a  variety 
of  new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  company 
of  600,000/.  sterling,  although  he  well  knew 
the  nabob  was  himself  heavily  in  arrear 
to  the  company,  and  was  utterly  unable  to 
discharge  the  same,  as  well  as  in  arrear  to 
his  own  troops,  and  to  many  individuals,  and 
that  he  borrowed  (when  he  could  at  all  bor- 
row) at  an  interest  of  near  thirty  per  cent. 
To  this  demand  was  added  a  new  bribe,  or 
unlawful  present  to  himself,  to  the  amount  of 
100,000/.  sterling,  which  he  did  not  refuse 
as  unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  m- 
delicate  in  the  nabob's  present  situation ;  and 
did,  as  if  thti  same  was  his  own  prc^Mr^, 
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presume  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  desire  the  and  dependants  of  his  family;  the  annotl 

transfer  of  it,  as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  value  of   the  said    estates  thus  confiscated 

company  his  masters.     To  this  second  de-  amounting  to  435,000/.  sterling,   or  therea- 

mand  he,  the  said  Hastings,  added  a  third  de-  bouts,  upon  an  old  valuation,  but  stated  by  the 

niand  of  120,000/.  sterling,  for  four  additional  resident   Middleton  as  being  found  to  yield 

regiments  on   the  nabob's  list,  aflcr  he  had  considerably  more, 
solemnly  engaged  to  take  off  the  ten,  with 

which  it  had  been  burlhened  ;   the  whole  of        XXXV. — That  the   violent  and  unjust 

the  claims,  through  his  private  agent  afore*  measure  aforesaid,  subversive  of  property,  ut- 

said,  making  the  sum  of  820,000/.  sterling.  terly  destructive  of  several  ancient  and  conside- 
rable families,  and  most  dishonourable  to  the 

XXXIII. — That    the  demands,   claims,  British  government,  did  produce  an  universal 

&c.  made  bv  the  said  Warren  Hastings  upon  discontent,  and  the  greatest  confusion  through- 

the    government    of   Oude,    in     that    year,  out  the  whole  country ;  the  said  confiscated 

amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  2,530,000/.  lands  being  on  this  occasion  put  to  rackrenls, 

sterling,  and  being  joined  to  the  arrears  to  and   the  people  grievously  oppressed.    And 

troops,  and  some  internal  failures,  amounting  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  redress,  at  least 

to  255,000/.  sterling  more,  the  whole  charge  for  a  considerable  time,  the  said  confiscated 

arose  to  2,785,000/.  sterling  ;  which  was  con-  estates  were  mortgaged  (it  appearing  otber- 

siderably  more  than  double  the  net  produce  of  wise  impracticable  to  make  an  approach  to- 

the  nabob's  revenue,  the  same  only  amounting  wards  satisfying  the  exorbitant  demaiKJs  of  the 

to  1,450,000/.  "  nominal  revenue,  never  com-  said  Hastings)  for,  a  great  sum  to  certain  usu- 

pletely  realized."  rious  bankers  or  money-dealers  at  Benares. 

XXXIV. — That,  towards  providing  for  XXXVI. — That  besides  these  enormous 
these  extravagant  demands,  he,  the  said  War-  demands,  which  were  in  part  made  for  the 
ren  Hastings,  did  direct  and  authorize  another  support  of  several  corps  of  troops  under  Bri- 
breach  of  the  public  faith,  given  in  the  trea-  tish  officers,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar, 
ty  of  Chunar.  For,  whereas,  by  the  second  ought  to  have  been  removed,  very  large  extra 
article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  it  was  lefl  to  charges,  not  belonging  to  the  military  list  of 
die  nabob's  discretion,  whether  or  not  he  the  said  nabob,  and  several  civil  charges  and 
should  resume  the  landed  estates,  called  pensions  were  continued,  and  others  newly  put 
jaghires,  within  his  dominions  ;  and  notwith-  on,  since  the  treaty  of  Chunar  ;  namely,  an 
standing  the  said  Hastings,  in  defence  of  the  allowance  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  of  15,554  ru- 
said  article,  did  declare  that  the  nabob  should  be  pees  per  month,  (upwards  of  18,664/.  ster- 
left  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  authority  and  ling  a  year)  and  an  allowance  to  Trevor 
pleasure  respecting  them,  yet  he  the  said  Hast-  Wheler,  Esquire,  of  5,000  rupees  per  month 
ings  did  authorize  a  violent  compulsion  to  be  (or  6,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards  a  year,)  and 
used  toward  the  said  nabob  for  accomplishing  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  of  a  miii- 
an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  tary  nature,  to  British  subjects,  amounting  to 
landed  property;  and  in  so  doing  he  did  also  little  less  than  140,000/.  yearly;  and  if  other 
compel  the  nabob  to  break  his  faith  with  all  allowances,  not  included  in  the  estimate, 
the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed  that 
in  violating  the  assurance  of  his  own  original  sum,  besides  much  more,  which  may  justly 
grants,  but  his  assurance  recently  given,  when,  be  suspected  to  have  been  paid,  no  part  where- 
being  pressed  by  the  company,  he  [the  nabob]  of  had  at  that  time  been  brought  fbrv?ard  to 
had  made  a  temporary  seizure  of  the  profits  any  public  account, 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  of  a 

compulsory  loan,  for  the  re-payment  of  XXXVII. — That  the  commander  of  one 
which  he  gave  his  bonds  and  obligations ;  and  of  these  corps,  of  whose  burthen  the  said  na- 
although  he  had  at  the  same  time  solemnly  bob  did  complain,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
pledged  his  faith,  that  he  never  would  again  re-  Alexander  Hannay,  who  did  fkrm  the  revenues 
Bort  to  the  like  oppressive  measure,  yet  he,  the  of  certain  districts,  called  Baraiich  and  Go- 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  cause  him  to  be  rachpore,  which  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 
compelled  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  at  ninth  article  of  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Bris- 
least  sixty'seyen  of  the  principal  persons  of  tow,  did  estimate  at  23  lacks  of  rapees,  or 
his  country,  comprehending  therein  his  own  230,000/.  per  annum ;  but  under  his,  the  said 
nearest  relations,  and   the  ancient  fHends  Hannay*8,  management,  the  collectionf  did 
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very  greatly  decline ;  eomplamts  were  made  were  perpetrated  with  impunity ;  and  even  in 

that  the  countries  aforesaid  were  harrassed  and  the  capital  city  of  Lucknow,  the  seat  of  the 

oppressed,  and  the  same  did  fall  into  confusion,  sovereign  power,  there  was  no  court  of  justice 

and,  at  last,  the  inhabitants  broke  out  into  a  whatever  to  take  cognizance  of  such  offences, 
general  rebellion. 

XL. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
XXXVIII. — That  the  far  greater  part  of  when  he  did  interfere  in  the  government  of 
the  said  heavy  list  was  authorized  or  ordered  Oude,  was  obliged  by  his  duty  to  interfere  for 
by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  the  pur-  the  good  purposes  of  government,  and  not 
pose  of  extending  his  own  corrupt  influence,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money 
For  it  doth  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  be  therefrom,  and  enriching  his  own  dependants, 
did  pretend,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  which  latter  purpose  alone  he  did  effect  in 
Chunar  aforesaid,  to  remove  the  company's  the  manner  before  mentioned,  but  not  one  of  the 
servants,  "  civil  and  military,  from  the  court  former.  For  the  said  Hastings,  having  pro- 
and  service  of  the  vizier,"  he  did  assert  that  cured  the  extraordinary  powers  given  by  and  to 
he  thereby  did  *'  diminish  his  own  influence,  himself  by  his  delegation  of  the  3d  of  July, 
as  well  as  that  of  iiis  colleagues,  by  narrowing  1781,  did  declare  the  same  to  be  for  thepurpose,. 
the  line  of  patronage  ,*"  which  proves  that  the  among  many  others,  "  of  assisting  the  nabob 
offices,  pensions,  and  other  emoluments  afore-  vizier  in  forming  such  regulations  as  may  be 
said,  in  Oude,  were  his  patronage,  as  his  pa-  necessary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  his 
tronage  could  not  be  diminished  by  taking  government  and  the  improvement  of  his  re- 
away  the  said  offices,  &c.  unless  the  same  venue."  And  in  consequence  of  the  said 
had  been  substantially  of  his  gift;  and  he  powers  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  the 
did,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  reformation  treaty  of  Chunar,  obtain  an  article  from  the 
aforesaid,  express  both  his  knowledge  of  the  nabob,  by  which  the  said  nabob  did  promise 
existence  of  the  said  excessive  and  abusive  to  attend  to  his  advice  in  the  reformation  of 
establishments,  and  his  sense  of  his  duty  in  his  civil  administration  ;  and  he  did  give  cer- 
taking  them  away ;  for  in  agreeing  to  the  tain  instructions  to  the  resident,  Middleton, 
article  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  abolishing  to  which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the  most 
the  said  establishments  he  did  declare  him-  implicit  obedience;  and  did  in  one  article 
self  actuated  solely  by  motives  of  justice  to  thereof  direct  him  to  urge  the  nabob  to  en- 
the  nabob,  and  a  regard  to  the  honour  of  our  deavour  gradually,  if  it  could  not  be  done  at 
national  character  ,*"  and,  according  to  his  once,  to  establish  courts  of  adawlet,  [justice] 
own  representation,  the  said  servants  of  the  and  that  the  darogas  [chief  criminal  magis- 
company,  civil  and  military,  "  by  their  num-  tratesj  moulabies  [consulting  or  assistant 
bers,  their  influence,  and  the  enormous  amourU  lawyers]  and  other  oflicers  should  be  selected 
of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emoluments,  by  the  ministers,  with  his,  the  resident's,  con- 
were  an  intolerable  burthen  on  the  revenues  currence  :  and  aflerwards,  in  his  instructions 
and  authority  of  the  vizier  ;  and  exposed  us  to  the  resident  Bristow,  desiring  him  to  pur- 
to  the  envy  and  resentment  of  the  whole  coun-  sue  the  same  object,  he  declared  his  opinion, 
(ry.  by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adhe-  *Mhat  the  want  of  such  courts,  and  the  ex- 
rents  of  the  vizier  from  the  reward  of  their  treme  licentiousness  occasioned  thereby,  is 
services  and  attachment."  one  of  the  most  disreputable  defects  in  his  high- 
ness the  nabob's  government.  And  that  while 
XXXIX. — That  the  revenue  of  the  coun-  they  do  exist,  every  man  knows  the  hazard 
try  being  anticipated,  mortgaged,  and  dilapi-  which  he  incurs  in  lending  his  money."  But 
dated  by  the  counsel,  concurrence,  connivance,  he  did  give  him,  the  said  resident,  no  positive 
and  influence,  and  often  by  the  direct  order  of  instruction  concerning  the  same,  supposing 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  civil  the  establishment  of  such  courts  a  matter  of 
government,  magistracy,  and  administration  of  difficulty  ;  and  did  therefore  give  him  a  lati- 
justice,  gradually  declined,  and  at  length  totally  tude  in  hb  proceedings  therein, 
ceased  through  the  whole  of  the  vast  provinces, 

which  compose  the  territory  of  Oude  ;  and  no         XLI. — That  the  said  resident  Bristow  did, 

power  was  visible  therein,  but   that  of  the  however,  in  conformity  to  the  said  instruc 

fiu^mers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by  bodies  of  tions,  at  last  given  with  such  latitude,  endeay* 

troops  ta  enforce  the  collections,  insomuch  our  to  prevail  on  the  said  minister  gradual^ 

that   robberies,  assassinations,  and  acts   of  ly  to  introduce  courts  of  justice  for  the  cog«- 

erery  description  of   outrage  and  violence  nizance  of  crimes,  by  beginning  to  establish  m 
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criminal  court  under  a  native  judge,  to  judge  jaghires,  and  the  proceedings  agunst  the  bm- 

according  to  the  Mahomedan  law  in  the  city  ther  and  grandmotber  of  the  nabob,  totally  to 

Lucknow.     But  Hyder  Beg  Kh^,  a  minis-  supersede    his  authority,   and   to  force  his 

ter  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  nomina-  inclinations  in  acts,  which  overturned  all  the 

tion,  and  solely  dependent  upon  him  did  elude  laws  of  property,  and  offered  violence  to  all 

and  obstruct,  and  in  the  end  totally  defeat,  the  the  sentiments  of  natural  affection  and  duty ; 

establishment  of  the  »ame»  and  accusing  at  the  same  lime  his  insiruments 

for  not  going  to  tlie  utmost  lengths  in  the  eze- 

XLII.— That    the  obstruction  aforesaid,  cut  ion  of  his  said  orders,  is  guilty  of  an  high 

and  the  evil  consequences  thereof,  were  duly  crime  and  misdemeanour, 
represented  to  the  said  Hastings  :  and  though 

the  said  Hastings  had  made  it  the  fourth  ar-         XLIV. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  higb- 
ticle  of  a  criminal  charge  against  the  resi-  ly  aggravate    his  offence  in  discountenaociog 
dent  Middleton,  "  that  he  did  not  report  to  and  discouraging  the  re-establishment  of  nia- 
the  govemour-general,  or  to  the  board,  the  gisiracy,  law,  and  order,  in  the  country  of  Oudf, 
progress   which   he  haul  made  from  time  to  inasmuch  as  he  did,  in  the  eighth  article  of  his 
time  in  his  endeavours  to  comply  with  his  instructions   to   the  resident   order    him   to 
instructions;  and  that,  if  he  met  with  any  exercise  powers, which  ought  to  have  been 
impediments    in  the  execution  of   ihem,  he  exercised  by  lawful  magistrates,  and  in  a  man- 
had  omitted  to  state  those  impediments,  and  ner  agreeable  to  law.     And  in  the  said  article 
to  apply  for  fresh  orders  upon  them  ;"  yet  he,  he  did  state  the  prevalence  of  rebellioo  in 
the   said   Hastings,  did  give   no   manner  of  the  said  country  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion  could 
support  to  the  resident  Bristow  against  the  exist  in  a  coimtry,  in  which  there  was  no  ma- 
said  Hyder  Beg  Kli^n,  and  did  not  even  an-  gistracy,  and  ho  protection  for  life  or  property, 
swer  several  of  his  letters,  the  said  Bristow's  and    in  which    the  native   authority  had  no 
letters,  stating  the  said  impediments,  or  take  force   whatever ;   and   in  which    he   himself 
any  notice  of  his  remonstrances  ;  but  did  at  states  the  exercise  of  British  authority  to  be 
length  revoke  his  own  instructions,  declaring  an  absolute  usurpation  :  and  he  did  acconling- 
ihal  he,  the  said  resident,  should  not  presuine  ly  direct  a  rigorous  prosecution  against  tbe 
to  act  upon  the  same;  and  yet  did  not  fur-  offence  of  rebellion  under  such  circumstances, 
nish  biin   with   any  others,  upon   which  he  but   "  with   a   fair   and    impartial   inquiry," 
might  act,  but  did  uphold  the  said  Hyder  Beg  when  he  did  not  permit  the  establishment  of 
Khdn  in  the  obstruction  by  him  given  to  the  those  courts  of  justice  and  magistracy,  by 
performance  of  ihe  first  and  and  fundamental  which  alone  rebellion  could  be  prevented,  or 
duty  of  all  government ;  namely,  the  admin-  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  relative  to  the 
istration  of  justice,  and  protection  of  the  lives  same  could  be  had.     And  particularly  he  did 
and  property  of  the  subject  against  wrong  and  instruct  the  said  resident  to  obtain  the  nabob's 
violence.  order    for  employing    some  sure  means  for 

apprehending  certain  zemindars,  and  particu- 

XLTn. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  after-  larly  three,  in  the  instructions  named,  whom 

wards  proceed  to  the  length  of  criminating  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  cause  to  be  appre- 

the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  for  his  endea-  bended  upon  what  he  calls  good  information, 

vours  to  establish  the  said  necessary  court,  as  founded  upon  some  facts,  to  which  he  asserts 

an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  nabob's  gov-  he  has  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses, 

ernment ;  when,  if  the  nabob  in  his  own  pro-  "  that  they   had   the  destruction  of  Colonel 

per  person  and  character,  and  not  the  afore-  Hannay  and  the  officers  under  his  command, 

said  Hyder  Beg  (who  was  a  creature  of  the  as    their  immediate  object,  and  ultimately 

said  Hastings)  had  opposed  the  re-establish-  the  extirpation  of  the  English  influence  and 

ment  of  justice  in  the  said  country,  it  was  power  throughout  all  the  nabob's  dominions;'* 

the  duty  of  the  said  Hastings  to  have  pressed  and  that  they  did  still  persevere  in  their  rebel- 

the  same  upon  him  by  every  exertion  of  his  lious  conduct  without  deviation,  "  though  the 

influence.     And  the  said  Wurren  Hastings,  nabob's  and  not  our  government,  was  then  the 

in  his  pretended  attention  to  the  nabob's  au-  object  of  it."     And  he  did  direct  the  said  re- 

thority,  when  exercised  by  his  the  said  Hast-  sident,  if  it  should  appear,  "  on  a  fair  and 

ings^s  minister  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  regular  inquiry ^  that  their  conduct  towards 

courts  of  justice  for  the  [)roteclion  of  life  and  the  nabob  had  been  such  as  had  been  reported 

property,  at   the  same  time  that  he  did  not  to  be,  to  insist  upon  the  nabob's  punishing 

hesitate,  in  the  case  of  the  confiscation  of  the  them  with  death ;  and  to  treat  with  tbe  sams 
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rigour  every  zemindar,  and  every  subject)  who  pointed  at  in  my  instructions,  as  the  most 

shall  be  the  leader  in  a  rebellion  against  his  disreputable  defect  in  his  highness's  govem- 

autbority."  ment :  yet  the  minister  seems  determined  on 

abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary 

XLV. — That  the  crime  of  the  said  Hast-  an  institution.  The  office  of  chief  justice, 
ings,  in  his  procedure  aforesaid,  was  further  as  held  by  Molovy  Morobine,  was  ever  nuga« 
highly  aggravated  by  his  having  received  in-  tory,  but  now  it  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  con- 
formation of  several  striking  circumstances,  tempt.  The  original  establishment,  inode- 
which  strongly  indicated  the  necessity  of  a  quate  as  it  was,  is  mouldering  away,  and  the 
regular  magistracy  and  a  legal  judicature,  officers  now  attached  to  it  are  literally  starv- 
from  the  total  failure  of  justice,  affiscting  not  ing,  as  no  part  of  their  allowance  has  been 
only  the  subjects  at  large,  but  even  the  reign-  paid  for  above  six  months  past.  He  himself 
ing  family  itself;  as  also  of  the  causes  why  has  proposed  to  resign  his  appointment,  being 
no  legal  magistracy  could  exist,  and  why  the  evety  way  preclude  from  a  possibility  of 
princes  of  the  reigning  family  were  not  only  exercising  the  duties  of  it." 
exposed  to  the  attacks  of  assassins,  but  even 

to  a  want  of  the  protection,  which  might  be        XL  VI. — That  it  appears  by  the  said  letter, 

had  from  their  servants  and  attendants,  who  and  the  papers  therewith  transmitted,  as  well 

were  driven  from  their  masters  for  want  of  as  other  documents  in  the  said  correspondence, 

that  maintenance,  which  the  princes   their  that  in  consequence  of  the  distress  brought 

masters  could  not  procure,  even  for  them-  upon  the  nabob's  finances,  certain  of  the  nrin- 

selves.  And  the  circumstances  aforesaid  were  ces  his  brethren,  the  children  of  Shuja  ut 

detailed  to  him  the  said  Hastings  by  the  resi-  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  the  country, 

dent  Bristow,  in  a  letter  from  Lucknow,  dated  were  put  upon  pensions  unsuitable  to  tlieir 

the  29ih  January,  1784,  to  the  governour-  birth  and  rank,  and  by  the  mismanagement  of 

general  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  the  minister  aforesaid  (appointed  by  the  said 

council  of  Bengal,  in  the  terms  following  :.  Warren  Hastings)  for  two  years  together  no 

*^  The  frequent  robberies  and  murders,  per-  considerable  part  of  the  said  inadequate  pen* 
petrated  in  his  excellency's,  the  vizier's  do-  sion  was  paid ;  and  not  being  able  to  main" 
minions,  have  been  too  oflen  the  subject  of  tain  the  attendants  necessary  for  their  protcc- 
my  representations  to  your  honourable  board,  tion  in  a  city,  in  which  all  magistracy  and 
From  tlie  total  want  of  police,  hardly  a  day  justice  was  abolished,  they  were  not  only 
elapses  but  I  am  informed  of  some  tragical  liable  to  suffer  the  greatest  extremities  of 
event,  whereof  the  bare  recital  is  shocking  to  penury,  but  their  lives  were  exposed  to  the 
humanity.  About  two  months  since  an  at-  attempts  of  assassins.  The  condition  of  one 
tempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Rajah  Ticket  of  tho  said  princes,  called  the  Nabob  Bahadur, 
Roy,  the  acting  minister's  confidential  agent;  is  by  himself  strongly  expressed  in  three  let- 
but  he  happily  escaped  unhurt.  Nabob  Beha-  ters  to  the  said  resident  Bristow,  the  first 
dre,  his  highneiffi's  brother ,  has  not  been  so  dated  the  28lh  of  December,  1783  ;  the  second, 
fortunate,  as  will  appear  from  translations  of  the  7th  of  January,  1784  ;  and  the  third,  the 
two  of  his  letters  to  me,  No.  1,  which  I  have  15th  of  January,  1784,  which  letters  were 
the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information,  duly  transmitted  in  the  despatch  of  the  29th  of 
Although  my  feelings  are  sensibly  hurt,  and  the  same  month  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
my  compassion  strongly  excited  by  the  dis-  and  are  as  follow : 

graceful  and  miserable  state  of  poverty,  to  "  Your  own  servant  carried  you  the  account 
which  his  excellency's  brothers  axe  reduced^  of  what  he  himself  was  an  eye-witness  to, 
yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  afler  the  affair  of  last  night.  These  are  the 
to  interfere  with  effect.  My  efforts  on  a  particulars: — about  midnight  my  aunt  re 
former  occasion  failed  of  success,  and  my  ceived  twelve  wounds  from  a  ruffian,  of  which 
interposition  now  tvoiUd  only  excite  the  resent-  she  died.  I  also  received  six  successive  stabs, 
ment  of  the  minister  towards  the  unhappy  suf-  which  alarmed  the  people  of  the  house,  who 
ferers,  in  consequence  cf  their  application  to  set  up  a  shouting ;  whereupon  the  assassin 
«i«,  from  whom  alone,  however,  they  hope  run  off.  Besides  being  without  food,  or  the  . 
for  relief  from  their  present  distress,  which,  means  of  providing  ar^,  this  misfortune  has 
their  near  connexion  with  the  vizier  consi-  be&llen  me.  /  am  desirous  of  sending  the 
dered,  is  both  shameful  and  unprecedented.  cq/Jln  to  your  door.  It  is  your  duty,  both  for 
That  no  regular  courts  of  justice  have  been  the  sake  of  God  and  of  Christ,  to  execute  jus- 
established  in  this  country  is   particularly  tice,  and  to  inquire  what  harm  I  have  done  to 
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the  murderer  sufficient  to  deserve  assassina-  feel  the  pain  and  affliction  of  my  wounds ;  aod 

tion,  or  even  injury.     You  now  stand  in  the  no  person  has  regarded  my  solicitations  forrt- 

place  of  his  excellency  the  vizier.     I  request  dress,  sought  after  the  assassin^  and  brought 

you  will  do  me  justice.     What  more  can  I  him  to  condign  punishment^  yourself  except- 

lay  7  ed."     "  In   like   manner,  as  the  honourable 

P.  S.     *'  I  am  also  desirous  to  show  you  govemour-general  has   adopted   my  brother 

my  wounds."  Saadut  AllaCawn  for  his  son,  and  relieved 

him  from  the  vexation,  affliction,  and  depend* 

From  the  same,  29lh  of  January,  1784.  cnce  of  this  place,  would  it  be  extraordmary, 

that  you  also  should,  in    your  bounty  zuA 

**  You  may  have  been  duly  informed  of  all  favour,  consent  to  adopt  me,  who  do  not  pos- 
the  circumstances  relative  both  to  the  murder  sess  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  permit  me  to 
of  the  innocent,  and  of  my  being  wounded,  as  attend  you  to  whatever  part  of  the  world 
well  by  my  former  letter,  as  by  the  messen-  you  may  travel,  whereby  1  shall  at  all  times 
ger,  whom  you  sent  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  derive  honour  and  advantage?  Formerly, 
my  health,-  and  I  have  every  reason  to  hope  us  three  brothers,  Saadut  Ally, Myrza Jungly 
from  your  ki  own  kindness,  that  you  will  not  and  I,  the  poor  and  oppressed  were,  in  the 
be  deficient  in  seeking  out  the  assassin,  presence  of  our  blessed  father,  treated  alike. 
J  am  at  this  moment  overwiielmed  in  miff  or"  Now  the  ministers  of  this  government  put 
tune.  IVhilst  the  blood  is  flowing  from  my  me  upon  a  fooling  with  our  younger  brothers, 
wounds,  neither  /,  nor  my  children,  nor  my  who  have  lately  left  the  zenana,  and  whose 
servants,  have  wherewithal  to  procure  sub"  expenses  are  small.  On  this  scale  which  is 
sistence ;  nor  have  I  it  in  my  power  either  to  in  every  respect  insufficient  for  my  main- 
purchase  remedi«»s,  or  to  reward  the  physi-  tenance,  they  pay  the  pitiful  allowance  only 
cian — Uis  for  the  sake  of  God  alone  thcU  he  when  it  is  their  pleasure  to  do  it.  My  situation 
attends  me.  Thus  loaded  with  calamity  upon  has  for  years  past  been  increasing  in  wretch- 
calamity,  I  am  unable  tu  support  life,  for  I  edness  to  a  degree,  that  /  am  in  want  cf  daily 
find  no  relief  from  any  affliction  either  day  or  bread,  and  my  servcmts  and  cmimals  are  dy- 
night.  Do  you  now  stand  in  the  place  of  my  ing  of  hunger.  My  distresses  are  so  gnat, 
father ;  grant  me  fresh  life  by  speedy  acts  of  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  pay  a  daum  to 
benevolence.  to  the  surgeons  for  the  cure  of  my  wounds; 

"  For  these  two  last  years  his  excellency  and  they  too  are  discouraged  from  (affording 
established  a  pension  for  me  of  twenty  thou-  me  their  assistance,  or  furnishing  me  with 
sand  rupees;  but  I  never  received  the  full  medicines.  How  then  is  it  possible  for  me  to 
amount  of  it,  either  last  year  or  the  year  be-  exist  ?  Considering  you  as  my  patron,  par- 
fore.  Should  it,  however,  be  paid  me,  though  ticipating  in  my  afflictions,  I  have  represent- 
inadequatc  to  my  desires,  I  shall  still  be  ena-  ed  the  circumstances  concerning  my  situa- 
bled  to  support  myself.  From  the  beginning  tion  ;  and  I  hope  from  your  friendship,  that 
of  this  year  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  re-  you  will  honour  me  with  a  favourable  answer." 
ceived  a  farthing,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  though, 

if  you  afford  protection  to  the  oppressed,  all  XL VII. — The  resident  Bristow  did  also 
my  wishes  will  be  accomplished.  I  was  de-  receive  a  strong  application  from  three  others 
sirous  of  waiting  on  you  with  my  family,  of  the  brethren  of  the  reigning  sovereign, call- 
that  you  might  be  an  eye-witness  to  their  ed  MirzaHyder  Ali,  Mirza  Ennayut  Ali,and 
condition  ;  but  I  was  advised  not  to  stir  out  Mirza  Syef  Ali,  representing  their  very  pitia- 
on  account  of  my  wounds.  What  more  can  ble  case,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March, 
I  say  ?"  1783,  in  which,  among  other  particulars,  are 

contained  the  following : 

The  following  extracts  are  made  from  the  "  Our  situation  is  not  fit  to  be  represented. 

third  letter  from  the   same  prince ;   dated  For  two  years  we  have  not  received  a  htibba 

January  \hth,  1784.  on  account  of  our  tunc  w  [assignment  on  the 

revenue]  though  the  ministers  have  annually 

"  The  particulars  of  the  late  and  unforeseen  charged  a  lack  of  rupees,  and  never  paid  us 

misfortune,  with  which  I  have  been  over-  anything.    After  all  we  are  the  sons  of  Shi^a 

tvhelmed,  are  not  unknown  unto  you ;  that  tU  Dowla !    It  is  surprising,  having  such  a 

the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt,  the  prop  and  friend  as  you,  our  situation  is  arrived  at  that 

ruler  qf  my  family,  was  shed,  and  in  the  same  pass,  that  we  shou  Id  be  in  distress  for  dry  bread 

manner  I  too  was  wounded.    Until  now  I  and  clothes.    Whereas  you  have  done  many 
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generous  acts,  be  pleased  so  to  snow  us  your  of  going  to  Calcutta,  and  declared,  that  if  he, 

favour,  that  by  some  means  we  may  receive  the  said  Anderson,  **  would  give  him  the  sraall- 

our  allowances  from  the  company's  treasury,  est  encouragement,  he  would  quit  all  his  fol- 

and  not  be  obliged  to  depend  upon,  and  solicit  lowers,  and  come  alone,  and  would  take  up 

others  for  it."  his  residence  under  his  protection."    And 

the  said  Anderson  did  declare,  that  he  thought 

XLVm. — That  one  of  the  princes  afore-  it  **  would  be  policy,  and  much  to  the  credit 

said,  called  the  Mirza  Jungly,  about,  the  be-  of  our    government,    that    some    provision 

ginning  of  the  year  1783,  was  obliged  to  fly  should  be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in  our  tcrri- 

from  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  tories." 
to  leave  his  country  and  connexions ;  and  as 

the  resident  Bristow,  writing  from  Lucknow,  XLIX. — That  the  said  Bristow  did  repre- 
hath  observed,  **  he  went  to  try  his  fortune  at  sent  the  aforesaid  circumstances  to  Hyder 
other  courts  in  preference  to  starving  at  home.  Beg  Cawn,  minister  to  the  nabob  of  Oude, 
which  might  have  been  his  fate  by  all  accounts  declaring  it  his  opinion,  "  that  his  highness's 
at  this  place."  And  the  said  prince  sought  brothers  thus  taking  refuge  with  a  foreign 
for  succour  at  the  court  of  one  of  the  neigh<  prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the  vizier,  and  it 
bouring  Mahomedan  princes ;  but  conceiv-  would  be  advisable,  that  an  allowance  should 
ing  some  disgust  at  the  treatment  he  met  be  granted  to  him  upon  the  fooling  of  his 
with  there,  he  departed  from  thence,  and  on  brothers,  that  he  might  remain  in  the  pre- 
the  8th  of  February,  1783,  arrived  at  the  sence."  But  the  nabob  was  induced  to  refuse 
Mahratta  camp,  while  David  Anderson,  Es-  to  his  brother  any  offer  of  any  allowance 
quire,  was  there  in  the  character  of  minister  beyond  the  two  hundred  pounds  per  month, 
plenipotentiary  to  the  company,  with  a  view,  allowed,  but  not  paid,  to  his  other  brothers ; 
if  his  reception  there  should  not  prove  an-  and  which  the  said  prince  did  observe  to  Mr. 
swerable  to  his  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  Anderson,  "  that  it  was  not  only  inadequate 
southward.  And  the  said  Anderson,  proba-  to  his  expenses,  but  infinitely  less  (as  the 
bly  considering  this  event  as  of  very  great  truth  was)  than  what  his  excellency  has  set- 
importance  to  the  honour  of  the  British  gov-  tied  on  many  persons  of  inferiour  rank,  who 
emment,  as  well  as  to  its  interests,  on  the  have  not  so  good  a  claim  to  his  support : 
one  hand,  by  exhibiting  the  son  and  brother  and  that  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable 
of  a  sovereign  prince,  from  whom  the  compa-  him  to  live  at  Lucknow,  where  all  his  friends 
ny  had  received  many  millions  of  money,  a  and  relations  were,  and  so  many  of  his  infe- 
fugitive  from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  for  riours  lived  in  a  state  of  affluence."  In  case, 
bread  through  the  courts  of  India  ;  and  on  the  therefore,  it  could  not  be  increased,  ho  re- 
other  the  consequences,  which  might  arise  quested  leave  to  live  in  the  company's  pro- 
from  the  Mahrattas  having  in  their  posses-  vinces,  or  at  Calcutta,  for  that  in  any  of 
sion,  and  under  their  influence  a  son  of  the  these  situations  "  he  could  with  less  difficulty 
late  nabob  of  Oude,  did  without  delay  advise  regulate  his  expenses."  And  he  did  declare, 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  event  afore-  that,  if  his  request  was  granted  to  him,  he 
said  ;  and  he  did  also  write  to  Mr.  Bristow,  would  immediately  quit  all  prospects  with 
tho  resident  at  the  court  of  the  nabob  vizier,  Scindia.  To  these  propositions  he  received 
several  letters  of  the  9th  and  20th  of  Februa-  a  very  discouraging  answer  from  his  brother's 
ry,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and  6th  of  April,  minister,  containing  a  positive  and  final  refu- 
1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  should  betaken  sal  of  any  increase  of  allowance,  obtaining 
for  his  return,  and  establishment  in  his  own  only  the  nabob's  permission  to  retire  into  the 
country.  And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  company's  provinces :  but  Mr.  Anderson 
the  resident  Bristow,  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  take  any 
that  on  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  prince,  bro-  steps  for  the  prince's  retreat  into  the  said  pro- 
tber  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oude,  at  the  vince  without  Scindia's  concurrence,  who,  he 
Mahratta  camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  observed,  would  use  every  art  to  detain  him  ; 
pitched  close  to  that  of  Mr.  Anderson ;  but  and  accordingly  did  offer  him  the  command 
finding  this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mahratta  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  to  be  paid  directly 
general,  Scindia,  he  afterwards  removed  :  from  his  own  treasury,  and  60002.  sterling  a 
and  that  he  showed  a  strong  attachment  to  the  year  for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horse,  and  to 
English,  and  was  inclined  to  throw  himself  settle  upon  him  a  landed  estate  of  4000^.  a 
apon  their  generosity ;  that  he  was  desirous  year  as  a  proyision  for  his  wife  and  children  ; 
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which  honourable  offers  it  appears  be  did  ao  enforre  the  necessity  <^  a  proper  use  of  tltf 

oept|  and  did  and  doth  remain  in  the  Mahrat-  British  influence  (the  only  real  govenunent 

ta  service.  then  existing)  in  the  province  aforesaid  for  » 

regulation  of   the   economy  of   the  vizier's 

L. — That  during  the  whole  course  of  this  court,  as  well  as  for  the  proper  administratioo 

transaction  ihe  said  Warren   Hastings  was  of  the  public  concerns,  civil   and  military, 

duly  advised  thereof,  first  by  a  very  early  let-  which  were  in  the  greatest  disorder ;  and  tbo 

ter  from  the  said  Anderson,  and  afterwards  by  said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligation 

the  resident  Bristow,   who,  on   the  23d  of  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  un- 

April,  1783,  transmitted  to  him  his  whole  derstand  it  to  be  his  duty  so  to  do;  and  that 

correspondence  with    Mr.   Anderson.     But  he  was  therein  warranted  by  the  spirit  of  the 

what  answer  or  instructions  the  said  Warren  treaty  of  Chunar,  as  well  as  by  other  uni* 

Hastings  did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  versal  powers  of  control,  and  even  of  supo^- 

appear,   he  not   having    recorded   any  thing  cession,  supposed  by  him  to  exist  in  the  re* 

upon  that  subject.     But   it  appears  that  to  lation  between   the  British  government  and 

the  resident  Bristow,  who  required  to  be  in-  that  of  Oude,  and  accordingly  he  did,  in  hii 

formed  whether  the  reception  of  the  fugitive  instructions  to  the  resident   Middleton,  to 

prince  aforesaid  in  the  company's  provinces  which  he  required  his  most  implicit  obedience, 

would  meet  bis  approbation,  he  gave  no  an-  direct  him  to  an  interference  in  and  control 

swer  whatsoever ;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  upon  all  the  affairs  concerning  the  revenues, 

or  worse,  with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an  ally  the  military  arrangements,  and  all  the  other 

of  the  company,  who  showed  a  strong  attach-  branches  of  the  nabob's  govemmeat. 
ment  and  preference  to  the  English  nation, 

and  by  suffering  him  without  any  known  effort  LIII. — That  upon  his  recall  of  the  said 
to  prevent  it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  cause  Middleton,  he,  in  his  instructions  to  the  resi- 
and  fortunes  of  the  Mahrattas,  who,  he,  the  dent  Bristow,  dated  23d  of  October,  1781,  did 
said  Hastings,  well  knew,  did  keep  up  claims  at  large  set  forth  the  situation  of  the  court 
upon  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  and  government  of  Oude,  the  situation  and 
and  had  with  difficulty  been  persuaded  to  in-  character  of  the  nabob,  of  the  acting  ministo*, 
elude  the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  he,  and  of  the  British  resident,  at  that  court ;  and 
having  suffered  him  first  to  languish  at  home  did  plainly,  distinctly,  and  without  reserve, 
in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  subsis-  describe  the  extent  of  the  authority  to  beejer- 
tence,  and  afterwards  taking  no  step,  and  cbed  by  the  last  of  these  persons,  as  well 
countenancing  no  negotiations  for  his  return  as  the  unqualified  compliance  to  be  expected 
from  his  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at  the  fi-om  the  two  former.  And  he  did  according- 
same  time  that  several  of  his,  the  said  Hast-  ly  declare,  that  ^^  from  the  nature  of  ouroofi- 
ings's  creatures  had  each  of  them  allowances  nexion  with  the  government  of  Ovde,  and 
much  more  considerable  than  would  have  suf^  from  the  nabob's  incapacity,  a  necesnty  wiU 
ficed  for  the  satisfaction  and  comfort  of  him,  for  ever  exist j  while  we  have  the  claim  of  a 
the  said  fugitive  prince— was  guilty  of  a  high  subsidy  upon  the  resources  of  his  country,  of 
crime  and  misdemeanour.  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently  sub- 
stituting it  ENTIRELY,  in  the  place  of» 

LI. — That  the  indigent  condition  before  avowed  and  constitutional  authority  tn  the 

related  of  the  other  brothers  of  the  nabob  was  administration  of  his  {the  nabob*s)   govern/- 

also  duly  transmitted   to  the  said  Warren  ment ;"  and  he  did  further  in  the  said  instnio* 

Hastings,  but  he  did  never  order  or  direct  any  tions,  namely,  in  instruction  the  fourth,  di- 

steps  whatsoever  to  be  taken  towards  the  re-  rect  the  said  resident  in  the  words  following : 

lief  of  the  family  of  a  reigning  prince,  who  **  I  must  have  recourse  to  you  for  the  intro- 

were  daily  in  danger  of  perishing  by  famine  duction  of  a  new  system  in  that  government; 

through  the  effect  of  his  measures,  and  those  nor  can  I  omit,  whilst  I  express  my  reUann 

of  a  person,  whom  he  supported  in  power  on  you  for  that  purpose,  to  repeat  the  senti- 

against  the  will  and  inclination  of  the  said  ments,  which  I  expressed  in  the  verbal  in- 

prince  and  his  family.  structions,  which  I  gave  at  your  departure, 

that  there  can  be  no  medium  in  the  relation  6e- 

LII. — That  the  foregoing  instances  of  the  tween  the  resident  and  the  minister^  but  ettAer 
penury,  distress,  dispersion,  and  exile  of  the  the  resident  must  be  the  slave  and  vassal  of  ths 
reigning  fiimily,  as  well  as  the  general  disor-  minister,  or  the  minister  at  the  absolute  dispo- 
ser in  all  the  affairs  of  Oude,  did  strongly  sal  of  the  resident,^*    And  he,  the  said  Hast- 
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logs,  did  state,  in  the  said  article  of  the  in-  perfy  leave  the  resident  a  discretionary  power 

structions  aforesaid,  that  though  the  conduct  for  his  deviation  from  any  part  of  his  instruc- 

of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khiui  had  been  higb-  tions  ;  interposing  a  caution  for  his  security 

ly  reprehensible,  and  that  he  was  much  dis-  and  direction,  that,  as  much  as  he  could,  he 

pleased  thereat,  he  would  prefer  him  to  any  would  leave  the  subject  free    for  his   (the 

other,  on  account  of  his  ability  and  know-  said  Hastings's)  correction  of  it ;  and  would 

ledge  of  business,  with  the  following  proviso,  instantly  inform  him,  or  the  board,  according 

**  if  he  would  submit  to  hold  his  office  on  such  to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his  rea- 

conditions  as  I  require.    He  exists  by  his  de-  sons  for  it. 
pmidence  on  the  influence  of  our  government. 

It  must  be  advisable  to  try  him  by  the  mode  LVI. — That  besides  the  institution  of  the 

of  conciliation ;  at  the  same  time  that  in  your  courts  of  justice,  as  before  recited,  four  other 

final  conversation  with  him  it  will  be  necessary  principal  objects  in  the  reformation  of  the  af- 

to  declare  to  him,  in  the  pkunett  temUf  the  fairs  of  Oude  were  expressly  recommended  to 

footing  and  condition,  on  which  he  shall  be  per-  the  residents  Middleton  and  Bristow,  and 

mitted  to  retain  his  place ;  with  the  alterna-  must  be  understood  to  be  the  conditions,  up- 

tive  of  a  dismission,  and  a  scrutiny  into  his  on    which    the    said    Hastings    must    have 

cooduet,  if  he  refuses  it.     In  the  first  place,  meant  to  have  it  understood,  that  the  acting 

I  will  not  receive  from  the  nabob,  as  his  let-  minister  of  Oude  was  to  hold  his  employ- 

ters  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  «^position ;  but  ment,  namely,  the  limitation  of  the  nabob's 

shall  consider  every  such  attempt  as  an  irisult  personal  expenses ;  the  reduction  of  the  na- 

on  our  government.    In  the  second  place,  I  bob's  troops  in  number,  and  the  change  in 

shall  expect,  that  nothing  is  done  in  his  offi-  arrangement ;  the  appointment  of  proper  col- 

cial  character  but  with  your  knowledge  and  lectors  for  the  revenues ;  and  the  appointment 

participation."  of  proper  officers  for  all  oarts  of  the  executive 

administration. 
LIV. — That  the  said  Hastings  having  de- 
scribed, in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  relative  LVII. — That  the  first  object,  namely,  that 
aituation  of  the  resident  and  minister,  he  did  of  the  limitation  of  the  nabob's  personal  ex- 
state  also  the  relative  situation  of  the  said  penses,  and  separating  them  from  the  public 
minister  and  his  master  the  nabob,  declaring,  establishments,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did 
**  that  the  minister  did  hold  without  control  state  as  the  first  and  fundamental  part  of  his 
the  onparticipated  and  entire  administation,  regulation,  and  that,  upon  which  all  the  others 
with  all  the  powers  annexed  to  that  govern-  would  depend ;  and  did  declare,  "  that  in 
ment ;  the  nabob  beingf  as  he  ever  must  be  in  order  to  prevent  the  vizier's  alliance  from 
the  hands  of  some  person^  a  mere  cypher  in  being  a  clog  instead  of  an  aid  to  the  compa- 
Als"  [the  minister's.]  And  having  thus  ny,  t^  most  essential  part  is  to  limit  and  sc- 
stated  the  subordination  of  the  minister  to  parate  his  personal  disbursements  from  the 
the  resident,  and  the  subordination  of  the  public  accounts :  they  mwt  not  exceed  what 
nabob  to  the  minister,  he  did  naturally  de-  he  has  received  in  any  of  the  last  three 
ckure,  *<  that  the  first  share  of  the  responsibili-  years."  And  as  to  the  public  treasury  and 
ty  would  rest  upon  the  said  resident."  And  disbursements,  he,  ,the  said  Hastings,  did,'  in 
be  did  fbrther  declare,  *■*  that  the  other  condi-  the  said  instructions,  wholly  withdraw  them 
tiens  did  follow  distinctly  in  their  places,  be-  from  the  personal  management  or  interibrence 
cause  he  did  consider  <Ae  resident  as  responsi-  of  tho  nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and 
bis  for  them,**  direct,  "  that  they  should  be  under  the  sole 

management  of  the  ministers,  with  the  resi- 

LV.— That  for  the  direction  of  the  resi-  dent's  concurrence."    And  on  the  appoint- 

dent  in  the  exercise  of  so  critical  a  trust,  ment  of  the  resident  Bristow,  in  October, 

wherein  all  the  true  and  substantial  powers,  1782,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  order  and  di- 

of  government  were  in  an  inverted  relation  rect  him  in  every  point  of  the  instructions  to 

and  proportion  to  the  official  and  ostensible  Middleton,  not  revoked  or  qualified  by  his 

antborities,  and  in  which  the  said  Hastings  then  instructions,  to  which  he  did  require  hit 

did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing  [the  said  resident  Bristow's]  "  most  attentive 

for  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently  for  and  literal  obedience." 
substituting  entirely  the  British  authority  '*  in 

the  place  of  the  avowed  and  constitutional  LVIII. — That  the  said  resident  Bristow 

^Terament,"  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  pro  did,  in  consequence  of  tho  renewal  to  him  of 
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Um  Mikl  imtructioDS  as  aforesaid,  eodeayour  record  as  aibresaid,  that  in  a  letter,  wbickb 

to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  nabob's  ezpen-  had  lately  received  from  the  nabob,  the  nu* 

ses ;  but  he  was  in  that  particular  traversed  ister  had  the  presumption  to  make  the  nabob 

and  counteracted,  and  in  the  end  wholly  de-  declare  that  which  was  true  to  be  J^dte;  and 

feated,  by  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  Kb&n.  that  *'  his  making  use  of  the  nabob  in  sucli 

And  though  the  obstructions  aforesaid,  agree-  a  manner  did  show  how  thin  the  veil  was  hj 

ably  to  thwD  instructions  given  to  Middleton,  which  he  covered  hie  own  actt ;  and  that  sock 

and  to  him,  the  said  Bristow,  were  repre-  artifices  would  only  tend  to  make  them  the 

sented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  more  criminal  from  the  faUehood  and  dt^lh 

resident  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hast-  city  with  which  th^  were  oaaodaUdJ* 
ings  did  give  no  kind  of  support  to  the  said 

resident,  or  take  any  steps  towards  enabling  LX.— That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  np- 

him,  the  said  resident,  to  efiectuate  the  said  on  the  letters  pretended  to  be  written  by  tls 

necessary  limitation  and  distribution  of  ez-  nabob,  as  well  as  on  those  actually  writtea 

penses,  by  himself  the  said  Hastings  order-  hy  the  minister,  without  previously  comsiii- 

ed  and  prescribed ;  nor,  if  he  disapproved  the  nicating  the  matter  of  the  said  «v^w^p^^nt  to 

proceedings  of  the  said  resident,  did  he  give  the  said  resident,  and  did  give  credU  to  t]» 

him  any  instructions  for  the  forbearance  of  same  \  and  coming  as  aforewid  irom  a  persoo 

the  same,  or  for  the  exerting  his  duty  in  any  by  himself  (the  sajd  Hastings)  charged  wiik 

other  mode;  nor  did  he  call  for  any  illus-  artifice,  fiilsehood,  and  duplici^,  and  with 

tration  from  him  of  any  thing  doubtflil  in  his  abusing  to  his  own  evil  purposes  the  name  aod 

correspondence,  nor  state  to  him  any  com-  sosi  of  his  master,  without  his  knowledge, 

plaint  made  privately  of  lus  conduct,  in  order  sod  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the 

to  receive  thereon  an  explanation ;  but  he  did  &cts    and  circumstances ;    and  did  thereon 

leave  him  to  pursue,  at  bis  discretion,  the  ex-  ground  an  accusation  against  the  said  rest- 

tensive  powers  before  described,  to  effect  the  dent,  Bristow,  before  the  board  at  Calcutta, 

reformation,  which  he  was  directed  to  accom-  i°  which  he  did  represent  the  conduct  of  the 

plisli  under  the  responsibility  denounced  to  said    Bristow,  in  attempting    to  limit  the 

him  as  aforesaid,  if  he  should  £ul  therein,  as  household  expenses  of  tho  nabob,  as  aniodig- 

he  was  supposed  to  be  substantially  invested  nity,  *'  which  no  man  living,  however  meaa 

with  all  the  powers  of  government.  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  io 

it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  oth* 
LIX. — That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  er,  but  with  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  eveij 
instruction,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  counte-  manly  principle."  And  he  did  further  ac- 
nance,  or  more  probably  cause  or  direct  a  re-  cuse  the  said  Bristow,  for  that  in  lus  proceed- 
presentation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  acting  ings  in  the  regulation  of  the  nabob's  bouse* 
minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  complaining  hold  "  he  should  receive  to  himself  or  Mr. 
grievously  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for  both  (the 
aforesaid,  as  usurpations  on  the  nabob's  autho-  arrangement  has  nev«r  been  well  defined)  tha 
rity,  and  indignities  on  his  person.  And  al-  money  assigned  for  the  suppcurt  of  the  nabob's 
though  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  instruct  the  household  ;  issue  it  as  he  pleased,  not  to 
resident,  Bristow,  to  inform  the  said  Hyder  the  nabob,  but  to  the  menial  c^ficers  of  bia 
Beg  Kh&n,  that  he  would  not  receive  from  household:  dispose  of  his  superfluous  horses, 
the  nabob,  as  hit,  letters  directed  by  the  spirit  and  other  cattle ;  determine  bow  many  ele* 
of  opposition,  but  should  consider  every  such  phants  were  necessary  to  the  state  of  the  vi- 
attempt  9s  hie  [the  minister's]  as  an  insult  zier  of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domestics 
on  our  government ;  yet  he  did  receive,  as  Ais,  for  his  attendance  ;  and  pry  into  the  kitchen 
the  nabob's  own  letters,  and  as  written  from  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity 
the  impressions  on  his  own  mind,  and  as  the  of  victuals  which  ought  to  be  dressed  in  it; 
suggestions  of  his  own  judgment,  letters  to  control  the  accounts  of  these  disbursements; 
the  same  efl'ect  as  those  written  by  the  minis-  and  appropriate  to  his  own  use  (for  that  the 
ter,  although  he  had  declared  upon  record,  that  consequence  was  inevitable,  if  he  chose  it) 
the  said  "  nabob  was  a  mere  cypher  in  his  the  residue  produced  by  those  economical  ra- 
the said  minister's  hands,"  and  <*  that  he  had  trenchments." 
dared  to  use  both  the  nabob's  name,  and  even 

his  seal,  affixed  to  letters  either  directed  to  LXI.-— That  the  said  charge  is  niaUotous 

the  nabob,  or  written  as  from  him  without  his  and  insidious,  because  the  attempt  to  intro" 

knowledge  '^  and  although  he  did  assert,  or  duce  proper  officers  for  the  maiuifenMOt  U 
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koosehold  expenses,  so  considerable,  that  the  and  of  account,  which  might  preyent  the  said 

said  Hastings  iias  stated   the  allotment  for  minister  Hyder  Beg  KMkn,  or  the  British 

the  same  at  300,000/.  sterling  yearly,  and  resident,  or  any  other,  from  embezzling  or 

that  other  accounts  have  carried  it  to  400,000/.  misapplying  the  same.    But  the  total  want 

sterling,  and  upwards,  and  to  keep  proper  and  of  offices  aforesaid   in  every  department  of 

regular  accounts    thereof,  was  a  necessary  government  did  furnish  occasion  of  conceal- 

regulation,  and  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  the  ing  all  frauds,  clandestine  presents,  or  pen- 

m^bob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation  either  sions  to  a  govemour-general,  commander-in* 

of  his  person  or  authority,  which  was  specially  chief,  or  other  servant  of  the  company, 
provided  for  in  the  regulations,  as  no  expense 

could  be  incurred  but  by  his  own  personal  LXII.-— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
warrant  under  his  sign  manual ;  nor  doth  who  did  pretend  so  deep  a  concern  for  the  in- 
th«re  appear  therein  any  thing  but  what  is  dignities  supposed  to  be  suffered  by  the  nabob, 
<^  absolute  necessity  to  prevent  embezzle-  merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of  un- 
nent  to  his  prejudice.  And  the  said  Hast*  necessary  expenses  relative  to  his  kitchen, 
ings  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of  the  iomestics,  &c.  did  show  no  attention  or  com* 
instructions  to  the  said  resident,  that  no  ad-  passion  to  the  said  nabob,  when,  in  the  year 
ministration  can  be  properly  conducted  with-  1779,  the  said  nabob  represented  that  the  pen- 
out  regular  offices;  and  that  in  the  whole  sions  ofhis  old  servants  for  thirty  years,  the  ex- 
province  of  Oude  ^' there  was  not  one^  the  penses  of  his  &mily  and  kitchen,  together  with 
wfto/e  being  engrossed  by  the  minister:"  of  the  jaghires  of  his  grandmother,  mother,  and 
fHnch  minister,  in  the  14th  article,  he  de-  aunts,  and  of  his  brothers  and  dependants, 
glares  bis  suspicion,  that  the  nabob  did  not  given  for  their  support,  were  not  regulated, 
receive  the  whole  and  punctual  payment  of  but  stopped, 
the  sum  assigned   for   the  purpose  of  the 

lioasehold,  but  that  some  part  had  been  by  LXIII. — That  the  other  articles  of  regu- 
iiim  withheld  from  the  nabob ;  and  that,  from  lation,  namely,  the  reform  of  the  troops  in 
private  information  he  had  lately  received,  he  number  and  in  arrangement,  the  appointment 
had  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  actually  oi  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues,  and  the 
^  case.  And  the  said  Hastings  well  knew  general  constitution  of  officers  for  the  execu- 
tfaat  the  nabob's  household  had  been  ill  con-  tive  administration,  were  in  like  manner  to- 
ducted  ;  that  the  allowances  of  his  servants  tally  defeated  by  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Kh4n. 
had  not  been  paid ;  that  his  distress  was  And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive  a  charge 
scandalous ;  and  that  his  nearest  relations  from  him,  and  did  adopt  it  as  his  own,  repre- 
were  in  a  famishing  condition  :  and  the  said  senting  the  endeavours  of  the  resident  to  act 
Hastings  did  also  well  know  that  the  house-  in  the  regulations  aforesaid  agreeably  to  the 
hold  of  the  nabob  was  provided  for  or  neg-  spirit  of  his  instructions,  and  in  confidence 
Iscted,  not  at  his  own  discretion,  but  at  that  of  the  powers  vested  in,  and  the  respon- 
of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khiin ;  and  he  did,  sibility  imposed  upon  him,  the  said  resident, 
in  the  14th  article  aforesaid,  instruct  the  re-  as  usurpations  of  the  authority  and  pre- 
sident Bristow  to  show  every  ostensible  and  rogative  of  the  nabob ;  and  he,  the  said  Hast- 
•xtemal  mark  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  in  or-  ings  did  make  criminal  charges  thereon 
der  to  induce  him  to  become  himself  the  against  the  said  resident  Bristow,  of  which 
mover  of  every  act  necessary  for  the  advanc-  charges  the  council  board  did,  on  hearing  the 
ing  of  his  own  interests,  and  the  discharge  of  same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow, 
his  debts  to  the  company,  declaring,  "  that  fully  acquit  him. 
ihey  never  could  be  effected  while  the  minis- 
ter retained  that  ascendancy  over  him,  which  LXIV. — That  the  said  Hastings,  by  abet- 
be  at  present  holds  by  the  means  of  a  nearer  ting  Hyder  Beg  Khdn,  a  person  described  by 
and  more  private  intercourse,  and  by  affect-  him  as  aforesaid,  in  his  opposition  to  all  the 
ing  to  be  the  mediator  of  his  rights  against  the  plans  of  necessary  reformation  proposed  by 
claims  of  our  government."  And  the  said  Hast-  the  said  Hastings  himself,  and  having  sug- 
ings  did  further  well  know,  that  there  was  no  gested  no  other  whatever  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
way  of  ascertaining  the  payment  of  the  assign-  answer  the  purposes,  for  which  he  had  stipu- 
ment  for  the  nabob's  household,  either  for  the  lated  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  for  the  interfe- 
general  purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to  rence  of  the  resident  in  every  branch  of  the 
the  particular  objects  to  which  they  ought  to  nabob's  government,  did  thereby  frustrate 
be  fl4>plied,  without  regular  offices  of  receipt  every  one  of  the  good  ends  proposed  by  him 
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in  the  said  treaty  of  Cfauoar,  and  did  grossly  his  secret  agent  Palmer,  did  pretend,  and  pori- 

abuse  his  trust  in  giving  the  exorbitant  pow-  tively  assert,  that  they  had  no  share  in  iIm 

era  before  recited,  and   asserting    them    to  letters  aforesaid   from  the   nabob's  and  Ha 

exist  in  the  British  resident,  without  suffer-  minister,  there  was  an  original  note  to  the 

ing  them,  even  in  appearance,  to  answer  any  nabob's  letters  of  accusation,  referring  to  dis- 

of  the  proper  and  justifiable  ends,  for  which  tinct  parts  and  specified  numbers  of  the  ageDt 

any  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  exist  Palmer's  secret  correspondence  with  the  said 

in  any  government.  Warren  Hastings ;  and  the  said  letter,  with 

the  said  reference,  was,  through  inadvertence, 

LXV. — That  there  is  just  ground  to  vio-  laid  before  the  board, 
lently  presume,  that  not  only  the  letters  in 

the  name  of  the  nabob  aforesaid  were  dictated  LXVI.—- That  the  said  Warren  Hastisgi, 
to  him  by  his  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khi^n,  in  having  thrown  the  government  of  Oude  into 
whose  hands  the  said  Hastings  has  described  great  confusion  and  distress,  and  thereby  pre- 
his  master  to  be  "  a  mere  cypher,"  &c.  but  vented  the  discharge  <^  the  debt,  or  pretend* 
which  Hyder  Beg  was  the  known  inutrumen(  ed  debt,  to  the  company,  did  by  all  the  said 
of  the  said  Hastings ;  but  that  the  conduct  and  intrigues,  machinaticms,  and  charges,  aim  at 
letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  the  filling  the  said  office  of  resident  at  Oode 
were,  in  effect  and  substance  prescribed  and  with  his  own  dependants,  or  by  himself  per- 
dictated  to  him  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  sonally,  as  it  appears,  that  he  did  first  pro- 
ings,  or  his  secret  agent,  Palmer,  by  his  direc-  pose  to  place  in  the  said  office  his  secret 
tion ;  because  it  is  notorious,  that  the  powers  agent.  Palmer,  and  that  afterwards,  when  he 
of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  were  solely  supported  was  not  able  to  succeed  therein,  he  did  pro- 
by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  who,  according  to  pose  nominally  to  abolish  the  said  office,  but 
the  state  of  (avour  or  displeasure  in  which  he  in  efllbct  to  fill  it  by  himself;  proposing  to  the 
■tood,  hath  frequently  promised  him  sup-  council,  and  rendering  himself  responsible 
port,  or  threatened  him  with  dismission  and  (but  not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the 
punishment :  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  company's  debt  within  a  certain  givea  time,  if 
thought  that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  he  were  permitted  and  commissioned  by  the 
as  to  oppose  the  company's  resident,  acting  council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  province ; 
under  the  instructions  of  (he  govemour-gene-  and  did  inform  them,  that  he  was  privately 
ral  and  council,  and  to  accuse  him  with  so  well  assured  that  in  a  few  days  he  shoukl  re- 
much  confidence,  and  in  a  manner  so  different  ceive  an  invitation  to  that  effect ;  and  he  did 
from  the  usual  style  of  supplication  on  all  state  (as  in  the  year  1781  he  had  stated  as  a 
other  occasions  employed  by  that  court,  if  he  reason  for  his  former  delegation)  "  that  the 
had  not  been  previously  well  assured  that  his  state  of  the  country  was  so  disordo'ed  in  its 
writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing  to  revenue  and  administration,  and  the  credit 
the  person  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for  and  influence  of  the  nabob  himself  so  much 
his  power,  his  fortune,  and  perhaps  for  his  shook  by  tlie  late  usurpation  of  his  authority, 
life.  Secondly,  because,  when  it  suited  the  and  the  contests  which  attended  it,  as  to  re- 
purposes  of  the  said  Hastings,  on  a  former  quire  the  accession  of  an  extraneous  aid  to 
occasion,  that  is,  in  the  year  1784,  to  remove  restore  the  powers,  and  to  reanimate  the  C(hi- 
the  resident  Bristow  aforesaid  from  his  office,  stitution  of  his  government ;"  although  be  the 
a  letter  from  the  nabob  was  laid  before  the  said  Hastings  did  for  a  long  time  before  attri- 
council  board  at  Calcutta,  proposing,  that  in  bute  the  weakness  of  his  government  to  an 
order  to  prevent  the  effects  of  the  said  Bris-  extraneous  interference.  And  the  said  coun- 
tow's  application  to  Europe  for  redress,  the  cil,  on  his  engagement  aforesaid,  did  consent 
said  Hastings  should  send  him  draughts  of  thereto;  and  he  did  accordingly  receive  a 
letters,  which  he,  the  said  nabob,  would  write  commission,  enabling  him  to  act  in  the  affairs 
in  his  own  name  and  character  to  the  king,  of  Oude,  not  only  as  the  resident  might  have 
to  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  to  the  court  of  done,  but  as  largely  as  the  council-general 
directors,  expressing  himself,  in  the  letter  niight  legally  delegate  their  own  powers, 
aforesaid,  in  the  words  following :  viz.  "  to 

prevent  his  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,  LXVII. — That   the  said  Warren  Hast- 

send  me,  if  you  think  proper,  the  draughts  of  ings,  in  accepting  the  said  commission,  did 

letters,  which  /  may  write  to  the  king,  the  subject  his  character,  and  the  reputation  of  his 

vizier,  and   the   chiefi    of  the    company."  office,  to  great  imputations  and  suspici(His  by 

Thirdly,  that  though  the  said  Hastings,  and  taking  upon  himself  an  inferiour  office,  out  of 
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which  another  had  upon  his  intrigues  been  re-  in  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  the  aumils 
raored  by  a  perpetual  obstruction,  which  ren-  [collectors]  elandestinely  reserved  for  their 
dered  it  impossible  for  him  to  perform  hisdu-  own  we^  were  of  course  exhausted,  in  which 
ty,  or  to  obey  his  instructions  ;  and  he  did  state  no  person  would  accept  of  the  charge  of 
increase  the  said  grounded  suspicions  by  ex-  the  collections  on  a  positive  engagement,  nor 
ercising  that  office  in  a  government,  from  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  10th  of  July." — And 
whence  it  wa5  notorious  he  had  himself  re-  in  another  letter,  dated  from  Benares,  the  Ist 
ceiyed  an  unlawful  gift  and  present  from  the  of  October  following,  he  repeats  the  same  ac- 
ninisters,  and  in  which  he  had  notoriously  counts  ;  and  that  the  ''country  could  not  bear 
suffered  many,  and  had  himself  actually  di-  further  additions  of  expense ;  that  it  had  no 
rected  seme  acts  ef  peculation,  by  granting  inlets  of  trade  to  supply  the  issues,  that  were 
▼arioas  pensions  and  emoluments,  to  the  pre-  made  from  it ;"  [the  exceptions  stated  there 
jodice  of  the  revenue  of  a  distressed  country,  being  inconsiderable]  <'  therefore  every  rupees 
which  he  was  not  authorised  to  grant.  which  is  drawn  into  your  treasury  [the  com- 
pany's] from  its  circulation,  will  accelerate 
LXVIII.— -That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  the  period  at  which  its  ability  must  cease  to 
(ags  did  proceed  unto  the  said  province  of  Oude  pay  even  the  stipulated  subsidy."  Notwith- 
ai^er  colour  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the  standing  this  state  of  the  country,  of  which  he 
disorders  described  to  be  existing  in  the  same,  was  well  apprized  before  he  left  Calcutta, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  the  company's  pretend-  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  prince 
ed  debt.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  been  frequently  but  in  vain  represent- 
wbo  had  thought  fit  to  recall  the  company's  ed  to  him,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  forbear 
resident  appointed  to  that  office  by  the  court  his  oppressive  exactions,  be  did,  in  order  to 
of  directors,  and  to  suspend  his  office,  did,  furnish  the  council  with  a  colour  for  permit- 
notwithstanding,  of  his  own  choice  and  selec-  ting  him  to  recall  the  company's  resident,  and 
tion,  and  on  his  own  mere  authority,  take  to  exercise  the  whole  powers  of  the  company 
with  htm  in  his  progress  a  large  retinue,  "and  in  his  own  person  without  any  check  wbat- 
a  numerous  society  of  English  gentlemen,  to  soever,  or  witness  of  his  proceedings,  ex- 
eompose  his  family,"  which  he  represents  as  cept  the  persons  of  his  own  private  choice, 
necessary;  although  in  a  letter  from  that  make  the  express  and  positive  engagement 
very  place,  to  which  he  took  that  very  nu-  aforesaid,  which,  if  understood  of  a  real  and 
merous  society,  he  informs  the  court  of  di-  substantial  discharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  of 
rectors,  "  that  his  own  consequence,  and  that  ^e  total  of  the  company's  finances,  was  gross- 
of  the  nation  he  represents,  are  independent  ly  fallacious ;  because,  at  the  very  time,  he 
ef  show ;"  and  after  his  arrival  there,  be,  the  must  have  been  perfectly  sensible,  that  in  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  write  from  Luck-  then  state  of  the  revenues  and  country  of 
BOW,  the  capital  of  that  province,  a  letter  Oude  (which  are  in  effect  the  company's  reve- 
dated  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  to  the  court  of  nues,  and  the  company's  country)  the  debt,  or 
directors,  in  which  are  several  particulars  to  pretended  debt  aforesaid,  asserted  to  be 
the  following  purport  or  tenour,  and  which  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  there- 
he  points  out  to  the  directors  **  to  be  circum-  abouts,  could  not  be  paid  without  contracting 
stances  of  no  trivial  information,"  namely,  another  debt,  at  an  usurious  interest,  without 
'*■  that  he  had  found,  that  the  lands  in  that  pro-  encroaching  on  the  necessary  establishments, 
vince,  as  well  as  in  some  parts  more  immedi-  or  on  private  property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the 
ately  under  the  company,  have  suffered  in  a  army,  or  without  grievous  oppression  of  the 
grievous  manner,  being  completely  exhausted  country,  or  all  these  altogether.  And  it  doth 
of  their  natural  moisture  by  the  total  failure  appear,  that  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
of  one  entire  season  of  the  periodical  rains,"  towards  the  said  payment  of  debts  was  bor- 
with  a  few  exceptions,  which  were  produced  rowed  at  Calcutta  by  the  nabob's  agent  there, 
only  **"  by  the  uncommon  labour  of  the  bus-  but  at  what  interest  is  not  known.  It  ap- 
bandman."  And  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Whe-  pears  also,  that  other  sums  were  borrowed  for 
ler.  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  council-gene-  arrear  of  the  interest,  on  which  40,000/.  ster- 
ral,  from  Benares,  the  20th  of  September,  ling  appears  in  the  company's  claims  for  the 
1784,  he  says  that  *'  the  public  revenues  had  current  year,  and  that  various  deductions  were 
declined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  in  made  from  the  jaghires  restored  to  the  be- 
tkree  successive  years;  and  all  the  stores  of  gums,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  nabob's 
grain,  which  the  providence  of  the  husband-  family ;  and  it  did  and  doth  appear,  that  an 
man  (as  he  was  informed  was  their  custom)  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and  new  brigade, 
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bat  whether  the  same  be  growing  or  not,  doth  omTuI  or  revpoasiUe  sapwinteiidaoce  m  (^ 

not  appear  ;  yet  he  halh  not  hesitated  to  assert,  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  nabob's  govers- 

that  he  had  **  provided  for  the  complete  dis-  ment;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unpartici- 

c^iarge  in  one  year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  pated,  and  entire  administratiim,  with  all  the 

the  accumulation  of  mani/,  and  from  a  coun-  powers  annexed  to  the  government,  on  the 

try,  whose  resources  have  been  wasted  and  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khl^n,  to  whom  he  pn- 

dissipated  by  three  successive  years  of  drought  vaUed  on  the  nabob  vizier  to  commit  the  entire 

and  one  of  anarchy."    But  the  said  Hastings  charge  of  his  revenuee,  although  he  knew  that 

never  did  even  realize  the  payments  to  be  his  master  was  a  cypher  in  his  hands  ;  that  be 

made  in  the  first  year  (as  he  confesses  in  the  *^  had  affixed  his  seal  to  letters  written  without 

said  letter)  except  by  an  anticipation  of  the  his  knowledge,  and  such  as  evidently  teixled 

second  ;    and  though  he  states  in  his  letter  to  promote  Hyder  Beg  Khdn's  influence  and 

aforesaid    tho    following    facts  and  engage-  interest ;"  that  his  said  master  did  not  ooui- 

ments,  that  is  to  say,  '^  that  a  recovery  of  so  der  him  as  a  minister  of  his  choice^  but  as  an 

large  a  part  of  your  properly   [the  compa-  instrument  of  his  degradation ;  that ''  he  exists 

ny'sj  will  afford  a  seasonable  and  substantial  as  a  minister  by  his  depend^oce  on  the  Cal- 

relief  to  the  necessities  of  your  government,  cutta  government,  and  that  the  nabob  himself 

and  enable  it  (for  such  is  my  confident  hope)  had  no  other  opinion  of  him ;  that  it  is  by  its 

to  begin  on  the  reduction  of  your  debt  at  irite-  declared  and  most  obvious  support  alons  that 

rest  before  the  conclusion  this  year  (I  mean  he  could  maintain  his  authority  and  influence." 

the  year  of  this  computation.)"     Whereas  And  in  his  instructicms  to  his  secret  agent, 

the  said   Warren    Hastings  did  apply   the  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of  May,  1782,  to 

whole  produce  of  the  revenue  to  tho  mere  pay  ease  his  mind,  and  remove  his  jealousy  with 

of  some  part  of  the  British  army  in  Oude ;  regard  to  British  interference,  he  did  instruct 

and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence  him  "  that  much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be 

that  he  had  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  required  in  your  declarations  on  this  subje^, 

to  Calcutta,  nor  to  any  other  place  (except  lest  they  should  be  construed  to  extend  to  aa 

the  fifty  thousand  pounds  taken  from  Almas  immediate  change  in  the  administration  of  his 

Ali  Khdn,  and  said  to  be  remitted  to  Surat)  afiairs  or  the  instruments  of  it.     Their  per- 

for  the  said  "  substantial  relief,"  in  conso-  sons  must  be  considered  as  sacred,  while  they 

quence  of  the  said  pretended  ''  recovery  oi  act  with  the  partidpaHon  of  our  influenee.^ 

property,"  admitting,  that  it  had  been  sug-  This  distinction  the  nabob  understands ;  nor 

gested  to  him  and  not  by  him  denied,  that  he  will  it  be  either  necessary  or  proper  to  allude 

had  ''disappointed   the  popular  expectation  to  it,  unless  he  himself  should  first  introduce 

by  not  adopting  the  policy,  which  he  had  on  the  subject."    And  the  said  Hastings  did  as- 

the  conception  of  better  grounds,  rejected;  sume,  as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lowest  order, 

nor  did  he  begin  the  reduction  of  the  interest  to  prescribe  to  him  the  conditions  oiwwhich  he 

debt "  at  the  time  stated,  nor  at  any  time  ;  is  to  hold  his  place,  to  threaten  him  with  scni- 

but  the  whole  (he  well  knowing  the  state  of  tinies  into  his  conduct,  with  dismission,  wiUi 

the  country  from  whence  the  resources  afore-  punishment ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  falsehood 

said  wore  by  him  promised)  was  apremeditat-  and  duplicity  ;  and  that  he  had  made  his  mas- 

ed  deceit  and  imposition  on  the  board  of  coun-  ter  assert  what  was  true  to  be  false;  that  be 

cil,  his  colleagues,  and  on  the  court  of  direct-  suspected  he  had  withheld  from  his  master  what 

ors,  his  masters.  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that  the  event  of 

his  having  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  entrust  bim 
LXIX. — That  no  traces  of  regulation  ap-  as  aforesaid  was,  according  to  his,  the  said 
pear  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings's  own  letter,  written  to  the  said  Hyder 
Hastings  during  his  residence  at  Lucknow  in  Beg  Kh^in  himself,  *'  an  accumulation  of  dis- 
conformity  to  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  tress,  debasement,  and  dissatisfaction  to  Hbs 
treaty  of  Chunar,  or  of  his  instructions  to  nabob,  and  of  disappointment  and  disgrace  to 
Middleton  and  Bristow,  or  of  the  proposed  ob-  me.  Every  measure,  which  he  had  himself 
jects  of  his  own  commission.  But  he  did,  in  proposed,  and  to  which  he  had  solicited  my 
lieu  thereof,  pretend  to  free  the  nabob's  go-  assistance,  has  been  so  conducted  as  to  give 
vernment  from  the  interference  of  the  com-  him  cause  of  displeasure;  there  are  no  ofiicers 
pany's  servants,  and  the  usurpation  (as  he  established  by  which  his  afi*airs  could  be  re- 
calls it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby  to  restore  it  gularly  conducted ;  mean,  incapable,  and  in- 
to its  proper  tone  and  energy;  whereas  the  digent  men  have  been  appointed  aumils  of 
measures  he  took  were  such  as  to  leave  no  the  district,  without  authority,  and  without  tho 
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tdeana  of  penional  protection ;  some  of  them  Hyder  Beg  Khdn,  as  the  said  Hasting  has 
have  been  murdered  by  the  zemindars,  and  admitted,  *'  bad  entrusted  the  greatest  part  of 
those  zemindars,  instead  of  punishment,  have  his  revenues,  without  any  pledge  or  security 
been  permitted  to  retain  their  zemindaries  for  his  fidelity."  And  afterwards  the  said 
with  independent  authority  ;  all  the  other  Hastings  charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  an 
zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebellion,  and  intention  of  removing  from  the  nabob's  do- 
to  insult  the  authority  of  the  sircar,  without  minions ;  he  states,  *'  as  taking  with  him," 
any  attempt  made  to  suppress  them  ;  and  the  and  therefore  being  possessed  of  "  an  immense 
company's  debt,  instead  of  being  discharged  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlements  and 
by  the  assignments^  and  extraordinary  sources  oppressions,  and  an  army  raised  for  its  pro- 
of money  provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likely  tection." 
to  exceed  .even  the  amount  at  which  it  stood 

at  the  time  in  which  the  arrangement  with  his  LXXTI,— That  the  sakf  Warren  fiastingf 

excellency  was  concluded.      The  growth  of  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  impressed  with  th« 

thcMe  evils  was  early  made  known  to  me,  and  evil  character,  daugerous  designs,  and  immo' 

their  ^ects  foreboded  in  the  same  order  and  derate  power  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  i  that  her 

manner  as  they  have  since  come  to  pass.    In  did  insert,  among  his  instructions  to  the  resi*' 

such  a  state  of  calamity  and  disgrace,  I  can  dent  Bristow,  an  order  ot'  a  dangerous  an(f 

no  longer  remain  a  passive  spectator ;  nor  unwarrantable  nature,  in  whici!?  upon  his,  ther 

would  it  be  becoming  to  conceal  my  senti-  said  Hastings's,  simple  allegation  of  offences^ 

ments,  or  qualify  the  expression  of  them.     I  not  accurately  described  or  specifacd    with 

now  plainly  tell  you,  that  you  are  answerable  regard  either  to  the  fact,  the  nature  pf  the 

for  every  misfortune  and  dofect  of  the  nabob  offence,  or  the  proof,  he  was  required  to  ur  JO 

vizier's  government."    And  after  giving  or-  the  nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many 

tiers,  and  expressing  some  hopes  of  better  be-  qualifications  in  the  said  instructions,  full  of 

baviour,  he  adds,  ^'  If  I  am  disappointed,  you  fraud  and  duplicity,  calculated  to  ensnare  the 

will  impose  on  me  the  painful  and  humiliating  said  resident  Bristow,  and  to  throw  upon  him 

necessity  of  acknowledging  to  him  that  I  have  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the  said 

been  deceived,  and  of  recommending  the  ex-  Almas  Ali  Kh^n,  if  he  should  continue  at 

amination  of  your  conduct  to  his  justice,  both  large  contrary  to  his  orders,  or  to  reject  him, 

for  the  redress  of  his  own  and  the  company's  the  said  resident,  to  the  shame  and  scandal  of 

grievances,  and  for  the  injury  sustained  by  apprehending  and  putting  to  death  by  means, 

both  in  their  mutual  connexion.    Do  not  re-  which,  in  the  circumstances,  must  necessarily 

ply  to  me  J  that  what  I  have  written  is  from  be  such  as  would  be  construed  into  treachery ; 

the  suggestion  of  your  enemies  ;  nor  imagine  he,  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khdn,  being  from  na- 

that  I  have  induced  myself  to  write  in  such  ture  sind  situation  suspicious  and  watchful, 

plain  and  declaratory  terms,  without  a  clear  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  collection, 

insight  into  all  the  consequences  of  it,  and  a  or  farmer  of  the  most  important  part  of  the 

fixed  determination  upon  them."  revenues,  with  an  extensive  jurisdiction  an* 

nexed,  and  at  the  head  of  fourteen  thousand  of 

LXX. — That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenour  his  own  troops ;  and  having  been   recently 

of  the  power  of  the  said  minister,  and  such  accepted  by  the  resident  Middleton  as  security 

his  character,  as  given  by  the  said  Warren  for  large  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the 

Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally  compel  bankers  of  Benares  to  the  use  of  the  Kast- 

thc  nabob  to  receive  him,  who  did  constantly  India  company ;  which   orders  (  if  the  said 

support  him  against  the  nabob  his  master,  as  resident  would  or  could  have  executed  them  ) 

well  as  against  the  company's  resident ; — the  must  have  raised  a  universal  alarm  among  all 

delivering  over  to  such  person  his  master,  his  the  considerable  men  of  the  country  concerned 

family,  his  country,  and  the  care  of  the  British  in  the  government,   and  would  have  been  a 

interests  therein,  without  control  or  public  in-  means  of  subverting  the  public  credit  of  the 

spection,  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  company  by  the  murder  of  a  person  engaged 

for  very  great  sums  of  money,  that  had  been 

LXXI. — That  the  next  person,  whom  the  advanced  for  their  use. — And  the  said  instruc- 

said  Hastings  did  invest  with  power  in  the  tions  are  as  followeth  : 

said  country,  was  a  certain  opulent  and  pow-  "  If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subsist 

erful  native  manager  of  revenue,  called  Almas  between  them  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of 

Ali  Khin,  closely  connected  with  the  said  the  residency,  it  must,  however  exceptionable, 

Hyder  Beg  KhSln ;   and  to  whom  the  said  be  faithfully  observed :   but  if  he  has  been 
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guilty  of  any  crlmiiMil  offence  to  the  nabob,  eaid  Almas  AH  Khftn's,  fiirins  of  reroiue,  or 
his  master,  for  which  no  immunity  is  provided  a  great  part  of  tliem,  should  be,  on  the  expi- 
in  the  engagement,  or  he  shall  break  any  one  ration  of  his  lease,  taken  out  of  his  hands,  as 
of  the  conditions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly  en-  being  too  extensive,  and  supplying  the  means 
join  you,  and  it  must  be  your  special  care  to  of  a  dangerous  power  in  the  country  ;  but  yet 
endeavour,  either  by  force  or  surprise,  to  secure  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  mly 
his  person  and  bring  him  to  justice.  By  continue  him  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
bringing  him  to  justice  I  mean,  that  you  urge  revenues,  but  did  give  him  a  new  lease  tbere- 
the  nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  punish  him  of  for  the  term  of  five  years.  And  on  this 
with  death,  as  a  necessary  example  to  deter  renovation  and  increase  of  trust  the  said  War- 
others  from  the  commission  of  the  like  crimes;  ren  Hastings  did  not  consent  to  produce  the 
nor  must  you  desist  until  this  is  effected. — I  informer,  upon  whose  credit  he  had  made  his 
cannot  prescribe  the  means;  but  to  guard  charge  of  capital  crimes  on  the  said  Almas  AH, 
myself  against  the  obloquy,  to  which  I  may  and  he  directed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call 
be  exposed  by  a  forced  misconstruction  of  this  upon  him  to  make  good  his  charges  ;  but  in- 
order  by  those  which  may  hereaHer  be  em-  stead  of  this,  totally  changing  his  relation  to 
ployed  in  searching  our  records  for  cavils  and  (he  said  Almas  Ali,  did  himself  labour  to 
informations  against  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  procure  from  all  part  attestations  to  prove  him 
forbid,  and  protect  against  the  use  of  any/raw-  not  guilty  of  the  perfidy  and  disloyalty,  of 
dulenl  arli/ice  or  treachery  to  accomplish  the  which  the  said  Hastings  himself  appears  to 
end  which  I  have  prescribed  ,*  and  as  you  alone  have  been  to  that  time  his  sole  accuser,  as  he 
are  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  course  ob-  hath  since  been  his  most  anxious  advocate; 
■serve  the  greatest  secrecy,  that  it  may  not  but  though  he  did  use  many  endeavours  to 
transpire;  but  I  repeat  my  recommendation  of  acquit  Almas  Ali  of  his  intended  flight,  yet 
it,  as  one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties  concerning  his  embezzlements  and  oppressions, 
of  your  office."  the  most  important  of  all  charges  relative  to 

that  of  the  revenue  and  collection,  he  the  said 
LXXIII.— That  among  the  reasons  as-     Hastings  hath  made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by 
signed  for  putting  to  death  the  said  Almas     which  it  might  appear  that  he  was  not  as  fully 
Ali,  which  the  paid  Hastings  did  recommend     guilty  thereof  as  he  had  always  represented 
directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  resident,  "  as     him  to  be.     But  some  time  after  he  the  said 
one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties  of    Warren  Hastings  had  arrived  at  Lucknow,  in 
his  office,"  was  in  substance,  "  that  by  his     the  year  1784,  he  suggested  to  the  said  Abnas 
extensive  trust  with  regard  to  the  revenues  he     Ali  Khdn  the  advance  to  the  company's  use 
had  been  permitted  to  require  independency;     a  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand 
that  the  means  thereof  had  been  long  seen,  and     pounds,  or  thereabouts  ;  and  the  said  suggest- 
the  effects  thereof  foretold   by  every  person     ed  advance  was  (as  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  government,  ex-     asserts,  no  witness  or  document  of  the  trans- 
cept  those  immediately  interested  in  it :"  and     action   appearing)  "  cheerfully,  and  without 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge     hesitation,  complied  with,  considering  it  as  an 
the  said  Almas  Ali  with  embezzlement  of  the     evidence  seasonably  offered  for  the  general  re- 
revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people ;  and     futation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  disloy- 
nothing  appears  to  disprove  the  same,  but     alty ;" — which  practice  of  charging  wealthy 
much  to  give  ground  to  a  presumption,  that     persons  with  treason  and  disloyalty,  and  af- 
the  said  Almas  Ali  did  grievously  abuse  the     tm^ards  acquitting  them  on  the  pa3rment  of  a 
power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer  and  col-     sum  of  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the 
lector  of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppression     honour,    justice,  and   government  of  Great 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  which  had     Britain ;  and  the  offence  is  highly  aggravated 
been  rented  to  him  by  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n,  virith     by  the  said  Hastings's  declaration  to  tfie  court 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Warren     of  directors,  that  the  charges  against  Almas 
Hastings.  Ali  Kh^n  have  been  too  laboriously  ui^ed 

against  him ;  and  carried  at  one  time  to  such 
LXXIV. — That  the  resident  Bristow,  an  excess  as  had  nearly  driven  him  to  aban- 
declining  the  violent  attempt  on  the  life  of  don  his  country  ^^fw  the  preservation  of  his 
Almas  Ali,  deceitfully  ordered  by  the  said  life  and  honour  ;"  and  thus  to  give  "  a  colour 
Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  weighty  reasons,  to  the  charges  themselves,"  when  he  the  said 
drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  said  Hastings's  Warren  Hastings  did  well  know,  that  he  hia- 
own  instructions,  recommend,  that  his  the     self  did  consider  as  a  crime,  and  did  make  it 
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in  article  in  a  ibmutl  accosaiion  against  the  LXXYII.— That  it  appears,  by  the  extra- 
resident  Middleton,  that  he  did  not  inform  him  ordinary  recommendation  aforesaid,  asserted 
the  said  Hastings  of  the  supposed  treasons  of  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  to  be  enforced  by 
Almas  Ali  Kh4n«  and  of  his  design  to  aban-  the  "  obligcUiom  of  justice  and  good  failh,** 
don  the  country,  when  he  himself  did  most  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at  the  time  of 
laboriously  urge  the  charges  against  him ;  and  writing  the  said  letter,  had  made  an  agree- 
when  no  attempt  appears  to  hare  been  made  ment  to  withdraw  the  British  interference, 
against  the  life  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  Kh&n,  represented  by  him  *'  as  a  ruinous  and  disre- 
except  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,     putable  system,"  out  of  the  dominions  of  the 

nabob  of  Oude.  But  the  instrument  itself  in 
LXXV. — That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  which  the  said  agreement  is  made,  (if  at  all 
pounds  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  publically  tak-  existing)  does  not  appear ;  nor  hath  the  said 
en  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings^  as  an  ad-  Hastings  transmitted  any  documents  relative 
vanee  for  the  use  of  the  company,  if  given  as  to  the  said  treaty,  which  is  a  neglect  highly 
a  consideration,  or  fine,  on  account  of  the  criminal ;  especially  as  he  has  informed  the 
renewal  for  a  long  term  of  civil  authority  and  company,  in  his  letter  from  Benares,  "  that 
militarycommand,  and  the  collection  of  there-  he  has  promised  the  nabob  that  he  will  not 
venues  to  an  immense  amount,  the  same  being  abandon  him  to  the  chance  of  any  other  mode 
at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  of  relation  ;  and  most  confidently  given  him 
yearly,  was  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  inte-  assurance  of  the  ratification  and  cor\firmtUion 
rest  granted,  that  it  may  justly  be  presumed  of  that,  which  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  es- 
it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  public  ground  or  tablished  between  his  government  and  the 
condition,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  dele-  company ;"  the  said  confident  assurance  be- 
gate,  out  of  all  reach  of  resumption  or  cor-  ing  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced, 
faction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and  enor-  and  made  without  any  sort  of  authority  from 
mous  profit,  for  so  long  a  term  to  a  known  op-  the  court  of  directors  ;  an  agreement,  preclud- 
pressour  of  the  country.  ing  on  the  one  hand,  the  operation  of  the 

discretion  of  his  masters  in  the  conduct  of 
LXXVI.— That  Warren  Hastings  being     their  affairs,  or,  on  the  other,  subjecting  them 
•.t  Lucknow  in  eonsequence  of  his  deputa-     to  the  hazard  of  an  imputation  on  their  faith, 
lion  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  letter  from  that  city,     by  breaking  an  engagement  confidently  made 
dated  30th  of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the     in  their  name,  though  without  their  consent, 
court  of  directors,  ''  as  his  last  and  ultimate     by  the  first  officer  of  their  government. 
hopCf  that  their  wisdom  would  put  a  ^nal  pe-         That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude 
riod  to  the  ruinous  and  disreputable  system     the  operation  of  such  discretionary  conduct 
of  interference,  whether  avowed  or  secret,  in     in  the  administration  of  this  kingdom,  as  cir* 
the  affairs  of  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  and  with-     cumstances  might  call  for,  has  informed  th» 
draw /or  ever  ^tr(/7i/ence  by  which  it  is  main-     directors,  that  he  has  gone  so  far  as  even  ta 
tained  ;**  and  that  they  ought  to  confine  their     condition  the  existence  of  the  revenue  itself 
views  to  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  old  bri-     with  the  exclusion  of  the  company,  his  mas- 
gade  stationed  in  Oude  by  virtue  of  the  first     ters,  from  all  interference  whatsoever ;  for  i» 
treaty   with  the  reigning  nabob;  expressing     his   letter  to   Mr.  Wheler,  dated   Benares, 
himself  in  the  following  words  to  the  court  of    20th   September,    1784,  are   the    following 
directors  :  "  If  you  transgress  that  line,  you     words :  "  tlie  aumils  [collectors]  demanded 
may  extend  the  distribution  qf  patronage,  and     that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  their  en- 
add  to  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  and  to  the     gagements,  that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force 
nominal  riches  of  Great  Britain ;  but  your     for  the  complete  term  of  their  leases,  provided 
own  interests  will  suffer  by  it ;  and  the  ruin     that  no  foreign  authority  was  exercised  over 
of  a  great  and  once  flourishing  nation  toiU     them ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  their  engage^ 
be  recorded  as  the  work  of  your  cuiministra-     ments  were  to  cease  whenever  they  should  be 
Uon,  with  an  everlasting  reproach  to  the  Bri'     interrupted  in  their  functions  by  the  interfe* 
tiah  name.     To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join     renceofan  English  agent.    This  requisition 
the  obligatwns  of  justice  and  goodfaith^  which     was  officially  notified   to  me  by  the  acting 
cut  ffjEt  every  pretext  for  your  exercising  any     minister,  and  referred  to  me  in  form  by  the 
■power  or  authority  in  this  country,  as  long  as     nabob  vizier,  for  my  previous  consent  to  it :  I 
ihe  sovereign  of  it  fulfils  the  engagements  he     encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my  consent  to  it.'* 
hai  articled  with  you,''*  And  the  said  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of 
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the  high  protumption  to  infi>rffl  his  mid  mas- 
ters, that  he  has  taken  that  course  to  compel 
them  not  to  violate  the  assurances  given  by 
him  in  their  name  : — "  there  is  one  condi- 
tion, [namely,  the  above  condition,]  which 
eutntudly  connect*  the  cor\firmation  of  the 
BettUment  it*e{f  with  the  interests  qf  the  com-' 
pany," 

LXXVin.— That  thesaid  Warren  Hast- 
ings, who  did  show  an  indecent  distrust  of 
the  company's  faith,  did  endeavour,  before 
that  time,  at  other  times,  namely,  in  his  in- 
structions to  his  secret  agent,  Major  Palmer, 
dated  the  6th  of  May,  of  1782,  to  limit  the 
confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  the  duration  of  his  own  power,  in 
the  following  words  in  the  5th  article :  ^'  It  is 
very  much  my  desire  to  impress  the  nabob 
with  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  faith  and 
justice  of  our  government ;  that  is  to  say,  in 
my  own^  while  I  am  at  the  head  of  it :  1  can- 
not be  answerable  for  the  acts  of  others  inde- 
pendent of  me." 

LXXIX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did,  in  his  letter,  dated  Benares,  the  1st 
of  October,  1784,  to  the  court  of  directors, 
write,  "  that  if  they  [the  directors]  manifested 
no  symptoms  of  an  Hntended  interference,  the 
objects  of  his  engagements  will  be  obtained ; 
'h<il  if  ft  different  policy  shall  be  adopted  ;  if 
new  agents  are  sent  into  the  country,  and 
armed  with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  ven- 
geance or  corruption  {/or  to  no  other  xoiU 
they  be  applied ;)  Hi  new  demands  are  made 
on  the  nabob  vizier,  ^and  accounts  over- 
charged on  one  side,  with  a  wide  latitude 
taken  on  the  other,  to  swell  his  debt  beyond 
the  means  of  payment ;  ^if  political  dangers 
are  portended,  to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of 
burtbening  his  country  with  unnecessary  de- 
fences and  enormous  subsidies ;  ^or  if  even 
abstaining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the 
nabob'^s  rights,  your  government  shall  show  but 
a  degree  of  personal  kindness  to  the  partisans 
of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  construc- 
tive indication  of  partiality  and  dissatifac- 
tion  furnish  grounds  for  the  expectation  of 
an  approaching  change  of  system  ; — I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labours  will  prove 
abortive." 

LXXX. — That  all  the  measures  depre- 
cated in  future  by  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings, 
with  a  reference  to  former  conduct,  in  his  seve- 
ral letters  aforesaid,  being    (so  far  as  the 


•ame  aro  intelli^iUe)  six  in  namber,  hvn 
been  all  of  them  the  proper  acts  and  measurei 
of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself;  for  be 
did  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  and  did  aA 
terwards  continue  and  support  that  interfe- 
rence (which  he  now  informs  the  court  of  di- 
rectors "  is  ruinous  and  disreputable,"  and 
which  the  very  symptom*  of  an  intention  to 
renew  he  considers  in  the  highest  degree  dan- 
gerous;) he  did  direct,  with  a  controlling  and 
absolute  authority  in  every  department  gov- 
ernment, and  in  every  district  in  the  domin- 
ions of  the  nabob  of  Oude.^-Secondly,  the 
appointment  of  agents,  which  was  emineatljr 
the  act  of  his  own  administration ;  he  not 
only  retaining  many  agents  in  the  country  of 
Oude,  both  "  secret  and  avowed"  but  also 
sending  some  of  them,  in  defiance  to  the  or- 
ders of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  whom, 
in  his  said  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  1784, 
he  assigns  *'  vengeance  and  corruption "  as 
the  only  motives,  that  can  produce  such  ap- 
pointments.— Thirdly,  that  he  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  did  instruct  one  of  the  said  agents 
and  did  charge  him  upon  pain  of**  a  dreadful 
responsibility^*^  to  perform  sundry  acts  of 
violence  against  persons  of  the  highest  dis- 
tinction, and  nearest  relation  to  the  prince; 
which  acts  were  justly  liable  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  *^  vengeance^*  in  the  execution,  and 
which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the  defence  of  Mid- 
dleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did  declare  to 
be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  "  corruption  in 
the  relaxation." — Fourthly,  that  he  did 
raise  new  demands  on  the  vizier,  **■  and  over- 
charge accounts  on  one  side,  and  take  a  wide 
latitude  on  the  other,^  by  sending  up  a  new 
and  before  unheard-of  overcharge  of  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  not 
made  by  the  resident,  or  admitted  by  the 
vizier;  and  by  adding  the  same,  did  swell 
his  debt  "beyond  the  means  of  payment;" 
and  did  even  insert,  as  the  ninth  article 
of  his  charge  against  Middleton,  **  his  omit- 
ting to  take  any  notice  of  the  additional 
balance  of  rupees  26,48,571,  stated  by  the 
accountant-general  to  be  due  from  the  vizier 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1780,'*  to  which  he  did 
add  fourteen  lacks  more,  making  together  the 
above  sum. — Fifthly,  that  he,  the  said  Warrea 
Hastings  did  assign  "  political  danger "  in 
his  minute  of  the  ISth  of  December,  1779, 
ibr  hurthening  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  "  with 
unnecessary  defences  and  enormous  subsi- 
dies," with  regard  to  which  he  then  declared, 
that  "  it  was  our  part,  not  his  (the  nabob's) 
to  judge  and  to  determine." — ^And  sixthly,  that 
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oe  did  not  only  show  the  design  but  the  fact  of  Hastings's]  instructions,  the  nabob's  part  of 

personal. kindness  to  the  partisans  of  what  he  the  engagement  will   prove  of  still  greater 

here  calls,  as  well  as  in  another  letter,  and  in  benefit   to  him  than  to  our  government,  in 

one  minute  of  consultation,  a  *^  late  usurpa-  whose  behalf  it  was  exacted ;   and  that  the 

tion,''  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  partidpcUion,  which  is  allowed  our  resident 

most  obnoxious  c^   the  instruments  of  the  in   the    inspection  of  the    public    treasure, 

said  late  usurpation  (if  such  it  was)  Rich-  will  secure  the  receipt  of  the  company's  de- 

ard    Johnson,  Esquire,  with  an   honourable  mands,  whilst  the  influence  which  our  govern^ 

and  profitable  embassy  to  the  court  of  the  mentwUL  ALWAYS  possess  over  the  pubUe 

nizam.  minister  of  the  nabobs  and  authority  of  our 

otony  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  securing 

LXXXI. — ^That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  an  attentive  and  faithful  discharge  of  their 


ings,    therefore,  by  assuming  an  authority,  veral  trusts,  both  towards  the  company  and 

which  he  himself  did  consider  as  an  usurpa^  the  vizier." 
Uouj  and  by  acts,  in  virtue  of  that  usurped 

authority,  done  in  his  own  proper  person,  LXXXIII. — ^And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
and  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and  pro-  ings  did  not  only  settle  a  plan,  of  which  the 
ceeding  (though  with  some  mitigation,  for  agency  and  interference  aforesaid  was  a  part, 
which  one  of  them  was  by  him  censured  and  and  assert  the  beneficial  consequences  thereof, 
accused)  under  his  own  express  and  positive  but  did  also  record,  that  the  same  "  was  a 
orders  and  instructions,  and  thereby  establish-  great  public  measure,  constituted  on  a  large 
ing,  as  he  himself  observed,  *'  a  system  of  and  established  system,  and  destructive,  in 
interference,  disreputable  and  ruinous,  which  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest  and  fortune 
could  only  be  subservient  to  promote  patron-  of  many  patronized  individuals ;"  and  in  con- 
age,  private  interest,  private  embezzlement,  sequence  of  the  said  treaty,  he,  the  said  War- 
corruption,  and  vengeance,"  to  the  public  de-  ren  Hastings,  did  authorize,  and  positively 
triment  of  the  company,  "  and  to  the  ruin  of  require,  his  agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and 
a  once  flourishing  nation,  and  eternally  re-  control  and  regulate,  cUl  the  nabob^s  affairM 
proachful  to  the  British  name ;"  and  for  the  wJuUsoever ;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
evil  effects  of  which  system, "  as  his  sole  and  having  made  for  the  company,  and  in  its 
ultimate  hope  "  and  remedy,  he  recommends  name,  an  acquisition  of  power  and  authority, 
an  entire  abdication  for  ever,  not  only  of  even  if  it  had  been  abused  by  others,  he  ought 
all  power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  in-  to  have  remedied  the  abuse,  and  brought  the 
terference  and  influence  of  Great  Britain ; —  guilty  to  condign  punishment,  instead  of  mak- 
is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  ing  another  treaty  without  their  approbation, 

consent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not 

LXX  XII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  communicated  to  them  ;  by  which  it  appears 

ings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar  of  the  29th  of  he  has  annulled  the  former  treaty,  and  the 

November,  1781,  has  represented  that  very  authority  thereby  acquired  to  the  company,  as 

influence  and    interference  (which  in   three  a  grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from 

public  papers  he  denominates  "  a  late  usurpo/^  the  general   corruption  of  their  service,  no 

tion  ")  as  being  authorized  by  a  regular  treaty  other  remedy  could  be  applied  than  a  formal , 

and  agreement,  voluntarily  made  with   the  renunciation  of  their  power  and  influence ;  for 

nabob  himself  at  a  place  called  Chunar,  on  the  which  said  actings  and  doings  the  said  Warren 

19th  of  September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which  Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mis- 

hath  been  transmitted  to  the  court  of  direct-  demeanour. 
oni ;  and  that  three  persons  were  present  at 

the  execution  of  the  same,  two  whereof  were  LXXXIV. — That  the  company's  amiy 
Middleton  and  Johnson,  his  agents,  and  resi-  in  India  is  an  object  requiring  the  most  vigi- 
dents  at  Oude,  the  third,  the  minister  of  the  lant  and  constant  inspection,  both  to  the  bap- 
nabob.  And  he  did  in  his  paper  written  pinessofthe  natives,  thesecurity  of  the  British 
to  the  council-general  and  transmitted  to  power,  and  to  its  own  obedience  and  disci- 
the  court  of  directors,  not  only  declare,  that  pline ;  and  does  require  that  inspection  in  pro- 
the  said  interference  was  agreed  to  by  the  portion  as  it  is  removed  from  the  principal 
said  nabob,  and  sealed  with  his  seal,  bat  seatof  government;  and  the  number  and  disci- 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  him ;  assuring  pline  of  the  troops  kept  up  by  the  native  prin- 
the  said  council,  *'  that  if  the  resident  perform-  ces,  along  with  British  troops,  is  also  of  great 
ed  his  duty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the  said  moment  and  importance  to  the  same  ends  : 
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that  Warfen  Hastings,  Esquire,  pretendiDg  tish  troops,  whidi  by  treaty  was  to  rontfalf 
to   pursue  the   same,  did,    iu  Tirtue  of  aa  had  been  directed,  by  the  instmctioos  of  the 
authority  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Cbunar  said  Hastings  to  the  resident  Middleton,  sad 
aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  and  to  which  he  to  the  resident  Bristow,  **  not  to  be  employed 
did  demand  a  most  implicit  obedience,  that  all  at  the  requisition  of  the  vizier  otherwise  than 
officers  of  the  nabob's  army  should  be  ap-  through  the  resident ;"  and  the  said  direcCioB 
pointed  with  the  concurrence  of  the  resident ;"  was  properly  given,  it  not  being  fit  that  Bri- 
and  supposing  the  case,  that  persons  of  obnox-  tish  troops  should  be  imder  the  sole  dvcetion 
ious  description,  or  of  known  disaffection  to  of  foreign  independent  princes  or  of  any  other 
the  British  government  should  be  appointed  than  the  British  government ;  yet,  notwitb- 
(of  which  he  left  the  resident  to  be  the  judge)  standing  the  proper  and  necessary  directioo 
he  did  direct  in  the  following  words  :  "  you  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hath 
are  in  such  case  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  left  the  said  troops,  by  hb  new  treaty,  witb* 
and  if  the  vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice,  out  any  local  control,  or  even  inspection,  not-* 
you  are  peremptorily,  cmd  in  my  name^  to  op-  withstanding  his  powers  imder  the  treaty  of 
pose  it  as  a  breach  qf  his  agreement  ,*"  and  he  Cbunar,  and  his  own  repeated  ordov,  and  notp* 
did  also  direct,  that  the  ^'  mootiana  [or  sol-  withstanding  the  mischiefi  and  dangers  which 
diers  employed  for  the  collection  of  revenue]  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  foresee  woaU 
should  be  reformed,  and  reduced  into  one  corps  result  therefi'om,  if  left  under  the  sole  direo- 
for  the  whole  service :  and  that  no  infantry  tion  of  the  nabob,  and  their  own  discretion, 
should  be  left  in  the  nabob's  service  but  what  the    said    Hastings    having  stipulated  with 
may  be  necessary  for  his  body  guard ;" — and  the  said  nabob  not  to  exercise  any  authori^, 
be  did  further  order  and  direct  as  follows :  or  even  influence  secret  or  avovred,  within 
**  that  in  quelling  disturbances  the  commander  his  dominions, 
of  the  forces  should  assist  you  [the  said  resi- 
dent] on  the  requisition  of  the  vizier,  commu-  LXXXYI. — That  the  crime  of  the  said 
nicated  through  you  to  him  [the  said  com-  WarrenHastings,  in  attempting  thus  to  aban- 
mander]  or  at  your  own  single  application.  It  don  the  British  army  to  the  sole  discretion  of 
is  directed,  that  the  regiment  ordered  for  the  the  nabob  of  Oude,  is  exceedingly  aggravated 
immediate  protection  of  your  office  and  per-  by  the  description  given  by  him  severally  of 
son  at  Lucknow  shall  be  relieved  every  three  the  said  nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  British 
months,  and  during  its  stay  there  shall  act  army  stationed  for  the  defence  of  his  domin- 
solely  and  exclusively  under  your  orders."  ions ;  in  his  letters  to  the  court  of  directors, 
And  it  appears,  in  the  course  of  the  compa-  and  in  his  minutes  of  consultation,  and  par- 
ny's  correspondence,  that  the  country  troops,  ticularly  in  his  letter  of 
under  the  nabob's  sole  direction,  would  be  ill-  immediately  on  the  accession  of  the  nabob, 
disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse ;  he  did  inform  the  said  court,  '<  that  the  nabob 
and  therefore  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  had  not,  by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the 
order,  that  **  no  infantry  should  be  kept  in  head  or  heart  which  fitted  him  for  that  office, 
his  service  ;"  yet  it  appears  that  the  said  War-  though  there  was  no  dispute  concerning  his 
ren  Hastings  did  make  an  arrangement  for  a  right  to  succeed  ;"  and  some  years  afterwards, 
body  of  native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  con-  when  his  accounts  must  have  been  rendered 
trol  or  inspection  of  the  British  government,  more  certain,  he  did,  in  his  minute  of  consul' 
and  left  a  written  order  in  the  hands  of  Major  tation,  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  (rego- 
Palmer  (oneof  Am  agents,  who  had  been  con-  larly  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors) 
tinued    there,  though  the  company  was  not  upon  a  discussion  for  withdrawing  certain 
permitted  to  employ  any)  to  be  transmitted  to  troops,  kept  up  in  the  nabob's  country  without 
Colonel  Curoming,  as  soon  as  an  adequate  his  consent,  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hast* 
force  shall  be  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  ings,  strongly  urge  as  follows,  "  the  neeembf 
nabob's   frontier  by  detachments    from   the  of  maintaining  the  influence  and  force  which 
nabob's  own    battalions ;    the  said  Colonel  we  possess  in  the  country ;  that  the  diaor- 
Cumming's  forces,  whom  the  others  wore  to  ders  of  his  state  [the  nabob  of  Oude's  state] 
supersede  and  replace,  consisting  wholly  of  and   dissipation  of    his    revenues   are   the 
infantry,  and  which,  being  intended   for  the  effects  of  his  own  conduct,  which  has  fiuled, 
same  service,  were  probably  of  the  the  same  not  so  much  from  the  usual  eflTects  of  ffic»» 
constitution.  padti/,  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he  has 

made  of  the  ministers  of  his  power,  and  the 

LXXXy . — That  the  old  brigade  of  Bri-  participation  of  his  confidence.    I  forbear  to 
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expatiate  further  on  bis  character ;  it  is  suffi-  resident  a  control  iii  the  nomination  of  the 

cient,  that  I  am  understood  by  the  members  officers  of  his  army,  has  asserted,  "  that  the 

of  this  board,  who  must  know  the  truth  of  my  necessity  of  the  reservation  arose  from  a  too 

alhisions.     Mr.   Francis  [a  member  of  the  well  known  defect  in  the  nabob's  character ; 

boardj  surely  was  not  aware  of  the  injury  he  if  this  c?ieck  be  withdrawn,  and  the  choice 

did  me  [Warren  Hastings]  by  attributing  to  left  absolutely  to  the  nabob,  the  first  com- 

the  spirit  of  party  the  character  I  gave  Asuph  mands  in  his  army  will  be  filled  with  the  most 

ul  Dowla  [the  nabob  of  Oude ;]  he  himself  worthless  and  abandoned  of  his  subjects ;  his 

knows  it  to  be  true ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  no-  late  commander-in-chief  is  a  signal  and  scan- 

torieties  wftich  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  dalous  instance  of  this." 
evidence.     I  was  forced  to  the  allusion  I  made 

by  the  imputation  cast  on  this  government^  as  LXXXVIH. — And    the    Said    Warren 
having  caused  the  evils  which  prevail  in  the  Hastings,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors, 
governTnent  of  the  nabob  of  Oudcy  which  I  dated  Benares    the  l3th  of  October,   1784, 
could  only  answer  by  ascribing  them  to  their  even  aAer  he  had  made  the  aforesaid  renun- 
true  causcj  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  elation  of  the  company's  authority  and  influ- 
nabob  ofOude.^^    And  the  resident  (appoint-  ence  to  the  nabob,  did  write,  "  that  the  na- 
ed  by  the  said  Hastings  against  the  orders  of  bob,  though  most  gentle  in  his  manners,  and 
the  court  of  directors)  as  his  particular  confi-  endued  with  an  understanding  much  above  the 
dential   representative,  one  whom    the  said  common  level,  has  been  unfortunately  bred 
nabob  did  himself  request  might  be  continued  up  in  habits  that  draw  his  attention  too  much 
with  him,  by  an  engagement  in  writing  for  from  his  own  afiairs,  and  oflen  subject  him 
ever,  did  some  time  before,  that  is  on  the  3d  to  the  guidance  of  instdious  and  unworthy 
of  January,  1779,  assure  the  said  Hastings  conjidants;"  which,  though   move    decently 
and  the  council-general,  "  that   such  is  his  expressed  with  regard  to  the  nabob  than  in 
excellency's    [the  nabob  of  Oude's  disposi-  his  former  minutes,  substantially  agrees  with 
tion,  and  so  entirely  has  he  lost  the  confi-  them.    And  the  said  Warren  Hastioga  did  in* 
dence  and  afiections  of  his  subjects,  that  un-  form    the  court  of  directors,  after  he  had 
less  some  restraint  is  imposed  on  him,  which  solemnly  covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  corn- 
would  efiectually  secure  those  who  live  under  pany's  influence  on  the  assurances  and  prO' 
the  protection  of  his  government,  from  vio-  mises  of  a  person  so  by  himself  described, 
lence  and  oppression,  I  am  but  too  well  con-  that  for  reasons  grounded  on  his  knowledge 
yinced  that  no  man  of  reputation  or  property  of  the  imbecility  of  the   character  of   the 
will  long  continue  in  these  provinces."    And  nabob,  he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  **  that 
that  the  said  resident  proceeds  to  an  instance  he  might  be  at  hand  to  counteract  any  attempt 
of  oppression  and  rapine,  ^*  out  of  many  of  to  defeat   the  effect  of  his  proceedings   at 
the  naJbob's,  which  has  caused  a  total  disaffec-  Lucknow ;"  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler 
tion  and  want  of  confidence  among  bis  sub-  from  the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  fol- 
jects ;  he  hoped  the  board  would  take  it  into  lowing  words;  ''I  am  still  near  enough  to 
their  humane  consideration,  and  interpose  their  attend  to  the  first  effects  of  the  execution, 
ir^uencCf  and   prevent  an  act  which  would  and  to  interfere  with  my  influence  for  the  re- 
inevitably  bring  disgrace  upon  himself,  and  a  moval  of  any  obstructions  to  which  they  are 
proportionable  degree  of  discredit  on  the  na-  or  may  be  liable."    He  therefore  found  that 
tional  character  of  the  English  which  I  con-  there  was  none,  or  but  an  insufficient  securi- 
sider  to  be  more  or  less  concerned  in  every  ty  to  the  effect  of  his  treaty,  but  in  his  own 
act  of  his  administration."  direct  personal  violation  of  it;     What  other- 
wise was  wanting  in  the  security  for  the  na- 
LXXXVII. — ^That    no    exception   was  bob's  engagements  was  to  be  supplied  as  fol- 
ever  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  lows ;  "  the  most  respectable  persons  of  his 
the  truth  of  these  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of  family  will  be  employed  to  counteract  every 
the  observation  of  the  said  resident,  which  he  other,  which  may  tend  to  warp  him  from  it : 
did  transmit  to  the  court  of  directors.     And  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  such  assistance 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  was  wanting.^*    And  in  another  letter,  "  that 
Chunar,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  he  had  equal  ground  to  expect  every  degree 
speaking  of  the  restraints  which  had  been  put  of,  support,  which  could  be  given  it  by  the 
by  him  the  said  Hastings  on  the  nabob,  rela-  Jlrst  characters  of  his  family  ^  who  are  warmly 
tire  to  his  own  mootiana,  or  forces  for  collec-  and  zealously  interested  in  it :"  the  principal 
lion  and  police,  the  necessity  of  giving  the  male  character  of  the  family,  and  of  the  nwat 
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iaBueoce  in  tfaii  ftmily,  bein^  Stdar  Jumg,  From  which  repreMatalioo  (if  die  aid  Wai- 
ODcle  to  the  nabob ;  and  the  first  female  cha-  rco  Hastisgs  did  not  &UeIj  and  anjustlj  ao- 
racters  of  the  family  being  the  mother  and  cose  and  slander  the  oompaBy's  serrice)  it  ap- 
grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  all  of  peared,  that  the  peculation  which  infected  tbe 
whom,  male  and  female,  he,  the  said  Warren  whole  army,  derived  from  the  taint  which  it 
Hast'mgs,  in  sundry  letters  of  his  own,  in  the  Iiad  in  Oude,  and  so  fiOal  to  the  discipline  of 
transmission  of  various  official  documents,  the  troops,  would  be  dangerously  incrnsed  bj 
and  even   in   affidavits  studiously  collected,  his  trea^  and  agreement  aferesaid  with  the  na- 
and  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  bob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  counsel  to  tbo 
his  short  residence  at  Lucknow  and  Benares,  court  of  directors 
did  himself  reprefient  as  persons  entirely  dis- 
affected   to  the  English  power  in  India,  as  LXXXIX. — That  it  appears,  that  after 
having  been  principal  promoters,  if  not  origi-  the  said  Warren  Hastings  bad,  on  grounds  so 
nal   contrivers,  of  a   general    rebellion   and  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  anid  govem- 
revolt  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  English  roent,  agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the  Britidi  tn- 
nation  ;  and  as  such,  be,   the  said  Warren  fluence  and  interference  from  the  govemment 
Hastings,  did  compel  the  nabob  reluctanly  to  of  Oude,  on  account  of  the  disorders  in  tbe 
take  from  them  their  landed  estates ;  and  yet  said  government,  solely  produced  by  his  ova 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  had  tbe  pre-  criminal  acts  and  criminal  connivances,  tint 
sumption  to  attempt  to  impose  on  tbe  East-  he  did  overturn  his  own  settlement  as  sooo 
India  company,  by  pretending  to  place  his  re-  as  be  had   made  it;   and  did,  after  he  had 
liance  on  those  three  persons  for  a  settlement  abolished  the  company^s  residency  as  a  grie- 
favourable  to  tbe  company's  interests,  on  his  vance,  wholly  violate  bis  own  solemn  agree- 
renunciation  of  all   their  power,  authority,  ment;  for  he  did,  for  his  private  purposes, 
and  influence,  and  on  his  leaving  their  army  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent.  Major 
to  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  discretion  of  a  Palmer,  a  number  of  officers  and  pensioners, 
stranger,  meriting  in  his  opinion  the  descrip-  at  a  charge  to  the  revenues  of  the  country 
tion  given  by  him  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  by  greatly  exceeding  that  of  the  establishmeot 
him  frequently  asserted  to  be  politically  in-  under  Mr.  Bristow,  which  be  did  represent  is 
capable  of  supporting  his  own  power  without  frightfully  emormous,  and  which  he  pretended 
the  aid  of  the  forces  of  the  company.     And  to  remove;  the  former  amounting  to  112^5(U.) 
the  offence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  latter  only  to  64^202/. 
abandoning  a  considerable  part  of  the  British 

army  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  is  much  in-  XC. — That  his  own  secret  agent,  Major 

creased  by  the  description  which  he  has  him-  Palmer,  did   receive  a  salary  or  allowance 

self  given  of  the  state  of  the  said  army,  and  equal  to  22,800Z.  a  year  out  of  the  distmsed 

particularly  of  that  part  thereof  which  is  sta-  province  of  Oude  ;  and  this  tbe  said  Palmer 

tioned  in   the  nabob  of  Oude*s  dominions,  did  declare  not  to  be  more  than  he  absolutely 

For  he  did  himself,  on  tbe  29th  of  November,  did,  really  and  bona  Jidt  spend ;  and  thai  Im 

1781,  transmit  the  information  following,  on  had  retrenched  considerably  "  in  some  of  lh« 

that  subject,  to  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  articles,  since  the  expense  has  been  borne  by 

*' that  the  remote  stations  of  those  troops,  the  vizier,  and  in  every  particular  he  made  as 

placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  little  parade  and  appearance  as  his  station 

notice  and  control  of  the  board  [the  council-  would  admit,**  his  station  being  that  of  tbe 

general  at  Calcutta,  afforded  too  much  oppor-  said  Warren  Hasting's  private  agent.    Bat  if 

tunity   and     temptation    for    unwarrantable  the  said  large  salary  must  be  considered  as 

emoluments^  and  excited  the  contagion  of  pectin  merely  equal  to  the  expenses,  large  secret 

lalion    and    rapacity  throughout    the    whole  emoluments  must  be  presumed  to  attend  it 

army ;    a    most    remarkable    instance,    and  in  order  to  make  it  a  place  advantageous  U 
uncontrovertible  proof  of  the  prevalence  of    the  holder  thereof.     That  the  said  Palmer  die 

this    spirit,   has    been    seen    in    the   court-  apply  to  the  board  at  Calcutta   for  a  new 

martial   upon  Captain  Erskine,  where   the  authority  to  continue  the  same  establishments, 

court,  composed  of  officers  of  rank  and  re-  he  conceiving  their  continuance  **  after  the 

spectable  characters,  unanimously  and  hon-  period  of  the  govemour-general's  departure, 

ourably  {most  honourably,)  upon  an  acknoWt  depended  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and 
ledged  fact,  acquitted  him,  which  in  times  of    not  upon  the  authority  of  the  govemour-gene' 

stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed  ral^  under  the  sanction  of  which  ihey  were  et- 

a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment."  tablished  or  confirmed,^ 
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XCI. — ^Tbat  the  said  Warran  HiAStitigs,  aoces  to  reoeira  from  tba  ▼ixiar ;  tbay  amoum 
in  order  to  rain  the  resident  Bristow,  and  to  to  sicca  rapew   15,654  per  month,  and  he 
justify  himself  for  his  farmer  proceedings  re-  has  been  paid  up  by  the  vizier  to  the  SOth  of 
specting  him,  did  bring  before  the  board  a  August,  1762.     The  governour  has  directed 
new  charge  against  him  for  having  paid  a  me  to  write  to  you,  to  request  you  to  receive 
large  establishment  of  oliices  and  pensions  to  what   is  due  from  the  vizier  from  the  SOth 
the  company's  servants  from  the  revenues  of  August  last,  at  the  rate  of  Lucknow  sicca 
Oode ;  and  the  said  Bristow,  in  making  his  rupees  15,554  per  month,  and  send  me  a  bill 
defence    against    the  charge  aforesaid,  did  for  the  amount,  the  receipt  of  which  I  will 
plead,  that  he  had  found  all  the  allowances  acknowledge  in  the  capacity  of  Sir  Eyre 
on  his  list  established  before  his  last  appoint-  Coote's  attorney  ,*  and  the  governour  desiree 
ment  to  the  residency ;  that  they  liad  grown  that  you  will  continue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre 
to  that  excess  in  the  interval  between  bis  first  Coote's  field-allowances  at  the  same  rate,  and 
removal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 
hie  re-appointment ;  and  having  adduced  ma-  (Signed)       "Charles  CROFTXt." 
my  reasons  to  roako  it  highly  probable  that  "  CaleuUaf  January  25, 1783." 
the  said  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with  it,  and  did  approve  of  the  expensive  XCIII. — That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid 
eatablishments,  which  he,  the  said  Bristow,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  said  field-allowances 
simply  had  paid,  but  not  imposed,  he  did  al-  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude,  on  whidi 
lege,  besides  the  official  assurances  of  his  pre-  the  said  allowances  were  charged,  but  in  the 
decessour  Middleton,  certain  facts,  as  amount-  Camatic. 
ing  to  a  direct  proof  that  the  governour-gene- 

ral,  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  the  XCIV.— That  from  the  declaration  o£  the 

vizier's  granting  large  salaries  to  more  than  said  Hastings  himself^  that  it  wae  the  cod- 

one  European  gentleman ;  and  the  first  in-  viction  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper,  that 

stance  was  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who,  could  alone  oblige  and  compel  him  to  ocfcnoio- 

exclusive  of  bis  pay  from  the  company,  which  ledge  certain  of  his  aforesaid  practices,  and 

was  lj440l,  a  year,  claimed  from  the  vizier,  that  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  se^-defence 

with  Mr.  Hastings's  knowledge,  the  sum  of  could  have  mduced  Mr.  Bristow  to  make  pub- 

9,76S<.  a  year,  and  upwards,  making  together  lie  another,  and  much  stronger,  instance  di  the 

11,203/.  per  annum. — The  next  was  Mr.  Tre-  same,  it  is  to  be  violently  presumed,  that 

vor  Wheler,  who  did  receive  upon  the  same  where  these  two,  or  either,  or  both,  necessities 

establishment,  when  he  was  fourth  assistant  did  not  exist,  many  evil  and  oppressive  prao- 

«t  Oude,  6,000/.  a  year ;  and  which  last  (act  tices  of  the  said  Hastings  do  remain  undisco- 

the  said  Hastings  has  admitted  upon  record,  vered.     That  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  con- 

*'  that  the  accusatiims  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  tests  between  him,  the  said  Hastings,  and  the 

^r,  Cowper  did  oblige  and  compel  him  to  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  before-men- 

acknowledge,"  denying  at  the  same  time  that  tioned  particulars,  but  the  whole  of  the  expen- 

the  allowances  of  the  residents  Middleton  sive  civil  establishments  for  English  servants 

mod  Bristow,  except  in  this  single  instance,  at  Oude,  would  have  been  for  ever  concealed 

^ere  ever  authorized  by  him ;  whereas  his  from  the  directors  and  from  Parliament ;  and 

own  agent  Palmer  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  yet  the  said  Hastings  has  had  the  audacity  to 

S7th  of   March,   1785,  represent  that    the  pretend  so  complete  an  ignorance  of  the  facts, 

■aid  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not   more  that  representing  the  vizier  as  objecting  to  the 

mad  larger)  were  by  him  authorized  or  con-  largeness  of  the  payments  made  by  Bristow, 

firmed.  and  stating  a  very  reduced  list,  which  he  was 

willing  to  allow  for,  amounting  to  90,000/.  a 
XCII.— That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  year,  the  said  Hastings  did  affect  to  be  alarm- 
ftlso  produce  the  following  letter  in  proof  that  ed  at  the  magnitude  even  at  the  list  so  cur- 
Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  approved  of  large  tailed,  expressing  himself  as  follows,  in  his 
■alariea  to  British  subjects  upon  the  revenues  minute  of  the  7th  December,  1784 :  '*  for  my 
of  Oude,  and  which  he  did  declare  that  nothing  own  part,  when  the  vizier's  minister  first  in- 
bat  the  necessity  of  self-defence  could  have  formed  me  that  the  amount  which  his  master 
indoced  him  to  produce.  had  authorized,  and  was  willing  to  admit,  for 

the  charges  of  the  residency,  and'  the  allow^ 

<(  Dear  Bristow.  ances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Ludknow,  wtti 

^  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allow-  25,000  rupees  per  month,  I  own  I  was  stsrf|«l 
Vol.  m.— 15 
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•t  the  mafnitude  of  tiie  imi,  and  wu  lome  Reza  Kh&n  held  in  the  country,  and  tbecosB- 

days  hesitating  in  my  mind  whether  I  could  denceof  the  people  in  him,  they,  the  preeident 

with  propriety  admit  of  it."    Whereas   he  and  council  did  inform  the  court  of  directors, 

well   knew    that  the  three  sums  alone,  of  in  their  letter  of  the  SOth  of  September,  1765| 

which  the  necessities  aforesaid  had  compelled  that  '<as  Mahomed  Reza  Khim's  Ami  id' 

the  discovery,  did  greatly  eaceed  that  sum,  ministration  was  irreproachable,  they  deter- 

of  which,  at  the  first  h^ing,  he  affects  to  mined  to  continue  him  in  a  share  of  the  ao- 

have  been  so  eiceedingly  alarmed,  and  thrown  thority ;''  and  this  information  was  not  given 

into  a  state  of  hesitation,  which  continued  lightly,  but  was   founded   upon  an  inquiry 

for  some  days ;   and  although  be,  the  said  into  his  conduct,  and  a  minute  examination 

Hastings  was  conscious  that  he  had  at  the  of  charges  made  against  him  by  his  rivals  in 

▼ery  time  authorized  an  establishment  to  more  the  nabob's  court ;  they  having  msuiuated  to 

than  four  times  the  amount  thereof.  the  nabob,  that  a  design  was  formed  for  depos* 

ing  him,  and  placing  Mahomed  Reza  on  his 

XG v.— '■That  in  the  said  deceits,  preva-  throne ;  but  on  examination  the  presid«nt  aid 

rications,  contradictions,    malicious  accusa-  council  declare,  that  "  he  had  so  openly  aod 

tions,  fraudulent  concealments,  and  compelled  candidly  accounted  for  every  rupee  didMirs- 

discoveries,  as  well  as  in  the  said  secret,  cor-  ed  from  the  treasury,  that  they  could  sot, 

nipt,  and  prodigal  disposition  of  the  revenues  without  injury  to  his  character,  and  injustice 

of  Oude,  as  well  as  in  his  breach  of  faith  to  to  his  conduct,  during  his  short  administatioB, 

the  nabob  in  continuing  expensive  establish-  refuse  continuing  hun  in  a  share  of  the  gih 

ments  under  a  private  agent  of  his  own,  after  vemment/' 
he  had  agreed  to  remove  the  company's  agent, 

the  said  Warren  Hasthigs  is  guihy  of  a  high  V.— ^That  the  company  had  reason  to  be 

offence  and  misdemeanour  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  made,  so  bras 

it  regarded  him;  the  president  and  council 

■  having  ii^rmed  them  in  the  following  year, 

in   their  letter    of  the    9th  of    December, 

XVII.  MAHOMSD  RKZA  KBAHT.  1766,  that  "  the  large  increase  of  the  rere* 

nue  must  in  a  great  measure,  be  ascribed  to 

I. — That  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  Mr.   Sykes's    assiduity,  and  to  Makemed 

the  company,  cm  the  acquisition  of  the  duan-  Reza  Khan^s  profound  hMwledge  in  the/- 

nee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the  country-govern-  nances. " 
ment  under  the  inspection  of  the  resident  at 

the  nabob's  durbar,  in  the  first  instance,  and  VI. — That  the  then  president  and  councii, 

that  of  the  president  and  council  in  the  last ;  finding  it  necessary  to  make  several  reforms 

and  for  that  purpose  they  did  stipulate  to  in  the  administration,  were  principally  aided 

assign,  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  in   the  same  by  the  suggestion,  advice  and 

nabob,  an  annual  allowance  from  the  reve-  assistance  of  the  said  Mahomet  Reza  Kbftn; 

Hues,  equal  to  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors  of 

a  year.  the  24th  of  June,  1767,  they  state  their  reso* 

lution  of  reducing  the  emoluments  of  office, 

II. — That  during  the  country-government,  which  before  had   arisen  firom  a  vari^  of 

the  principal  active  person  in  the  administra-  presents,  and  other  perquisites,  to  fixed  al- 

tion  of  affairs  for  rank  and  for  reputation  of  lowances ;  and  they  state  the  merits  of  Mt- 

probity,  and  of  knowledge  in  the  revenues  and  homed  Reza  Kh§ji  therein,  as  well  as  the  in- 

the  laws,  was  Mahom^  Reza  Kh§ji,  who,  portance,  dignity,  and  responsibility  of  his  sta- 

besides  large  landed  property,  was  possessed  tion,  in  the  following  manner  : 

of  offices,  whose  emoluments  amounted  near-  *'  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^  has  now  qf  him' 

ly,  if  not  altogether,  to  one  hundred  thousand  »e{f  with  great  delieaey  of  honour,  represent* 

pounds  a  year.  ed  to  us  the  evil  consequences  that  must  en- 
sue from  the  continuance  of  this  practice; 

III.*— That  the  company's  servants,  in  the  since,  by  suffering   the  principal  officers  of 

beginning,  were  not  conversant  in  the  affairs  the  government  to  depend  for  the  support  of 

of  the  revenue,  and  stood  in  need  of  natives  their  dignity  on  the  precarious  fond  ofperqni- 

of  integrity  and  experience  to  act   in  the  sites,  they,  in  a  manner,  oblige  them  to  {MU** 

management  thereof.     On  that  ground,  as  sue  oppressive  and  corrupt  measures,  equally 

well  as  in  regard  to  the  rank  which  Mahomed  injurious  to  the  country  and  the  company; 
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and  they  aocordmgly  aisigned  twelre  lacks  Upplication  to  boaineM,  hit  health  was  coo- 

of  rupees  for  the  maintenance  and  support  siderably  impaired,  whidi  gave  occasion  in 

of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  and  two  the  year  following,  that   is,  in  February, 

other  principal  persons,  who  held  in  their  1768|  to  a  fresh  acknowledgment  of  his  ser- 

hands  the  most  important  employments  of  that  vices,  in  these  terms:  '*  we  must  in  justice 

goremmeat ;  haring  regard  to  their  elevated  to  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  express  the  high 

stations,  and  to   the  expediency  oi  support-  sense  we  entertain  of  his  abilities,  and  <^  the 

ing  them  in  all  the  show  and  parade  requisite  indefatigable  attention  he  has  shown  in  the 

to  keep  up  the  authority  and  influence  of  their  execution  of  the  in^ortant  trust  reposed  in 

req>ective  <^ce8,  as  they  are   all  men  of  him ;  and  we  cannot  but  lament  the  prospect 

weight  and  consideration  in  the  country,  who  of  losing  his  services  from  the  present  declin- 

held  places  of  great  trust  and  profit  under  the  ing  state  of  his  health.*' 
former   government.    We   further  propose, 

ky  this  act  of  generosity,  to  engage  their  cor«  VIII.— That  as,  in  the  kicrease  of  the  re- 
dial  services,  and  confirm  them  steady  in  our  venue,  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  KhIUi  was 
interests,  since  they  cannot  hope,  from  the  employed  as  a  person  likely  to  improve  the 
most  successful  ambition,  to  rise  to  greater  same  without  detriment  to  the  people,  so, 
advaatages  by  any  chance  or  revolution  of  af>  when  the  state  of  any  province  seemed  to  re- 
fidrs.  At  the  same  time  it  was  reasonable  we  quire  a  remission,  he  was  employed  as  a  per- 
riioukl  not  lose  sight  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^'s  son  disposed  to  the  relief  of  the  people  with- 
past  services ;  he  has  pursued  the  company's  out  fraud  to  the  revenue ;  and  this  was  ex- 
interest  with  steadiness  and  diligence )  his  pressed  by  the  president  and  council  as  fol- 
abilities  qualify  him  to  perform  the  most  im-  lows,  with  relation  to  the  remissions  granted 
portant  swices.  The  unavoidable  charges  in  the  province  of  Bahar ;  "  that  the  general 
of  his  particular  situation  are  great ;  in  knowledge  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  in  all 
Agnity  he  stands  second  to  the  nabob  only ;  matters  relative  to  the  Duannee  revenues, 
and  as  he  engages  to  increase  the  revenues,  induced  us  to  consent  to  such  deductions 
without  injustice  or  oppression,  to  more  than  being  made,  from  the  gena^l  state  of  that 
tbe  amount  of  his  salary,  and  to  relinquuh  province  at  the  last  poonah,  as  may  be  deem- 
ihu€  advaiUagei  to  the  amount  of  eight  lacka  ed  irrecoverable,  or  such  as  may  procure  an 
of  rupees  per  annum,  which  he  heretofore  en-  immediate  relief  and  encouragement  to  the 
joyed,  we  thought  it  proper,  in  the  distribu-  ryots  in  the  future  cultivation  of  their  lands.'' 
tion  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Reza 

Kh^  in  a  light  superiour  to  the  other  minis-  IX.-^That  the  Said  Mahomed  Aeza  Kh&n, 

ters.    We  have  only  to  observe  further,  that  ill  the  execution  of  the  said  great  and  impor- 

great  and  enormous  as  the  sums  must  appear  tant  trusts  and  powers,  was  not  so  much  as 

which  we  have  allotted  for  the  support  of  the  suspected  of  an  ambitious  or  encroaching 

Ministers  of  government,  we  will  not  hesi-  spirit,  which  might  make  him  dangerous  to 

tate  to  pronounce  that  it  is  necessary  and  rea-  the  company's,  then  recent  authority,  or  which 

•onaMe,  and  will  appear  so  on  the  considera-  might  render  his  precedence  injurious  to  the 

tion  of  the  power,  which  men  employed  on  consideration  due  to  his  colleagues  in  ofiice ; 

tiiese  important  services  have,  either  to  ob-  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  a  plan 

•tnict  or  promote  the  public   good,  unless  having  been  adopted  for  dividing  the  admin- 

their  integrity  be  confirmed  by  the  ties  of  gra-  istration,  in  order  to  remove  the  nabob's  jeal- 

titude  and  interest/'  ousies,  the  same  was  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
verted by  the  ambition  **  of  two  of  his  col- 

VII.—^Tbat    the    said    Mahomed    Reza  leagues,  and  the  ewcesaive  moderation  qf  Ma- 

Khiincontinuedwith  the  same  diligence,  spirit,  homed  Reza  Kh&ri"    And  for  a  remedy  of 

and  fidelity,  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  the  inconveniences  which  might  arise  from  the 

bim,  which  confprehended  a  large  proper-  excess  of  an  tuxommodating  temper,  though 

tion  of  the  weight  of  government,  and  par-  attended  with    irreproachable  integrity,   the 

ticnlarly  of  tbe  collections^  and  his  attach-  president  and  council  did  send  one  of  their 

iiient  to  the  interest  of  the  company,  and  own  members,  as  their  deputy,  to  the  nabob 

his    extensive   knowledge,   were    again,   in  of  Bengal,  at  his  capital  of  Muxadavad ;  and 

tlM  coarse  of  the  year  1767,  fully  acknow^  this  measure  appears  to  have  been  adopted 

ledged,  and  stated  to  the  court  of  directors ;  flcMr  the  support  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  in 

and  it  further  appears,  that  by  an  incessant  consequence  of  an  inquiry  made,  and  advice 


t32  ARTICLES  OP  CHARGE 

only  the  tamily  witli  the  prince,  but  the  go-  eoncerns  of  goyomment,  and  the  adminiftn- 

vemment  and  justice  of  a  great  kingdom,  tion  of  justice,  and  did  endeavour  to  dispose 

into  such  insufficient,  corrupt,  and  scandalous  of  the  offices  relative  to  the  same  for  their 

bands  ;  and  though  he  has  declared  his  opin-  corrupt  purposes,  and  to  rob  the  nabob's  ser- 

ion,  "  that  our  national  character  is  concerned  vants  of  their  due  allowances  ;  and  in  bis 

in  tlie  character  which  the  nabob  may  obtain  letter  of  the  1st  September,  1778,  be  sent  a 

in  the  public  opinion,"  on  obtaining  a  ma-  complaint  to  the  board,  stating  "  that  certain 

jority  in  council,  without  any  complaint,  real  bad  men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the 

or  pretended,  to  remove  the  said  Mahomed  nabob's    temper,   by  whose    instigation  be 

Reza  from  all  his  offices,  and  did  partition  acU."    And  after  complaining  of  the  sligbu 

hid  salary  as  a  spoil  in  the  following  manner :  he  received  from  the  nabob,  he  adds,  "  tbiu 

— to  Munny  Begum,  the  dancing  girl  afore-  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me  sometimes 

said,  an  additional  allowance  of  seventy-two  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kindness,  just 

thousand  rupees  [7,200/.]  a  year ;  to  the  na-  as  they  think   proper  to  advise  him;  their 

bob's  own  mother,  but  half  that  sum,  that  is  view  is,  that,  by  compelling  me  to  displeasure 

to  say,  36,000  rupees  [3,6002.]  a  year ;  to  at  most  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force 

Rajah  Gourdas,  son  of  Nundcomar  (whom  he  me  either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join 

bad  described  as  a  weak  young  man)  72,000  with  them,  and  act  by  their  advice,  and  ap- 

nipees  [7,200{.]  a  year,  as  comptroller  of  point  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to  the 

the  household  ;   and  to  a  magistrate  called  different  (^ces,  from  which  they  might  draw 

Sudder  ul  Hock,  who  in  real  subserviency  to  profit  to  themselves.** 
the  said  Munny  Begum  was  nominally  to  act 

in  the  department  of  criminal  justice  78,000  XXI.-^That,  in  a  subsequent  Letter  to  the 

[7,800/.]  a  year ;  the  total  of  which  allow-  govemour,  the  said  superint^ident  of  justice 

ances  exceeding  the  salary  of  Mahomed  Re-  did  inform  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ai 

sa  Kh&n  by  18,000  rupees  [1,800/.]  yearly,  the  audacious  ajid  corrupt  manner  in  whicfa, 

he  did,  for  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  purposes  by  violence,  fraud,  and  forgery,  the  eunudis 

aforesaid,  order  the  same  to  be  made  up  from  of  Munny  Begum  bad  abused  the  nid)ob's 

the  company's  treasury.  name,  to  deprive  the  judicial  and  execatory 

officers  of  justice  of  the  salaries,  which  they 

XIX.— That  Mr.  Francb  and  Mr.  Who-  ought  to  have  drawn  from  the  company's 

ler  haying  moved  that  the  execution  of  the  treasury,  in  the  following  words  :-»-**  The  be- 

aforesaid  arrangement,  the  whole  expense  of  gum*s  ministers,  before  my  arrival,  with  the 

which,    ordinary,    and    extraordinary,    was  advice  of  their  counsellours,  caused  the  nabob 

charged   upon  the  company's  treasury,  and  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which 

therdbre  could  not  be  evnn  colourably  dispos-  they  received,  at  two  different  times,  near 

ed  of  at  the  pretended  will  of  the  said  nabob,  50,000  rupees  [6,000/.]  in  the  name  of  tbe 

might  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  of  the  officers  of  the  adawlut,  fousdary,  &c.  from  the 

court  of  directors  thereon  should  be  known ;  company's  circars ;  and  having  drawn  up  an 

and  the  same  being  resolved  agreeably  to  law  account  current  in  the  mctnner  they  vcWud, 

by  a  majority  of  the  council  then  present,  they  had  got  tbe  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  sent  it 

the  said  Hastings,  urging  on  violently  the  to  me.**    And  in  the  same  letter  he  asserts, 

immediate  execAition  of  his  corrupt  project,  ''  that  these  people  had  the  nabob  entirely  in 

and  having  obtained,  by  the  return  of  Richard  their  power.'* 
Barwell,  Esquire,  a  majority  in  council  in 

his  own  casting  vote,  did  rescind  the  afore-  XXII.—- That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

said  resolution,  and  did  carry  into  immediate  upon  this  representation,  did,  notwithstandbg 

execution  the  aforesaid  most  unwarrantable,  his  late  pretended  opinion  of  the  fitness  toA 

mischievous,  and  scandalous  design.  the  right  of  the  nabob  to  the  sole  administra- 
tion of  his  own  affairs,  authoritatively  forbid 

XX. — That    the    consequences,    which  him  fVom  any  interforence  therein,  and  ordhr- 

might  be  expected  from  such  a  plan  of  admin-  ed,  that  the  whole  should  be  left  to  the  nof* 

istration,  did  almost  instantly  flow  from  it.  gistrate  aforesaid ;  to  which  tbe  nabob  did, 

For  the  person  appointed  to  execute  one  of  the  notwithstanding  his  pretended  independence, 

offices,  which  had  been  filled  by  Mahomed  yield  an  immediate  and  unreserved  suboiis- 

Reza  Ehlui,  did  soon  find  that  the  eunuchs  of  sion  ;  for  the  said  Hastings's  order  being  given 

Munny  Begum  began  to  employ  their  power,  on  the  first  of  September  at  Calcutta,  he  re> 

with   superiority  and  iosobnce  in  all   the  ceived  an  answer  from  Muxadavad  on  the 
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third,  in  the  following  tenns : — "  Agreeably  fore  request  that  your  excellency  will  give 

to  your  pleasure  I  have  relinquished  all  con-  the  strictest  injunctions  to  all  your  depend* 

cern  with   the  affairs  of  the  fousdary  and  ants,  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any 

adawlut,  leaving  the  entire  management  in  matter  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  adawlat 

Judder  ul  Hock's  hands.*'    Which  said  cir-  and  fousdary  ;  and  that  you  will  yourself  re- 

cumstance,  as  well  as  many  others,  abundantly  linquish  all  interference  therein,  and   leave 

proves  that  all  the  nabob's  actions  were,  in  them  entirely  to  the  management  of  Sudder 

truth  and  fact,  entirely  governed  by  the  influ-  ul  Hock  Kh&n  :  this  is  absolutely  necessary 

ence  of  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that  however  to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquilli- 

the  said  Hastings  may  have  publicly  discour-  ty  .*'    And  he  concluded  by  again  recommend- 

aged    the  corrupt   transactions  of  the  said  ing  the  nabob  to  withdraw  all  interference 

court,  yet  he  did  secretly  uphold  the  autho-  with  the  administrator  aforesaid ;  "  otherwise 

rity  and  influence  of  Munny  Begum,  who  a  measure,  which  I  adopted  at  your  excellen- 

did  entirely  direct  with  his  knowledge  and  cy''s  request,  and  with  a  view  to  your  satisfac- 

eountenance,  all  the  proceedings  therein.  For,  tion,  and  the  benefit  of  the  country  will  beat- 

,  tended  with  quite  contrary  effects^  aaid  bring 

XXTII. — That  on  the  13th  of  the  same  discredit  on  me.** 
month  of  September  he  did  receive  a  further 

complaint  of  the  corrupt  and  fraudulent  prac-  XXIV. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 
tices  of  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  said  Munny  letter  aforesaid,  in  which  he  so  strongly  coo- 
Begum  ;  and  these  corrupt  practices  did  so  demns  the  acts,  and  so  clearly  marks  out  the 
continue  and  increase,  that  on  the  10th  of  mischievous  effects  of  the  corrupt  influence, 
October,  1778,  he  was  obliged  to  confess,  in  under  which  alone  the  nabob  acted,  and  under 
the  strongest  terms,  the  pernicious  conse-  which  alone,  from  his  known  incapacity,  and 
quences  of  his  before-created  unwarrantable  his  dependence  on  the  person  supported  by 
wad  illegal  arrangements ;  for,  in  a  letter  of  the  said  Hastings,  he  could  act.  did  ^ ropoee 
that  date  to  the  nabob,  he  expresses  himself  to  put  all  the  offices  of  justice  (which  on  an- 
as follows  :  "  At  your  excellency's  request,  other  occasion  he  had  requested  him  to  |>«r- 
I  sent  Sudder  ul  Hock  Kh&n  to  take  on  him  mxi  to  remain  in  the  hands  which  then  held 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adaw-  them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  telling  him,  or 
lut  and  fousdary,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  rather  the  woman  and  eunuchs  who  governed 
only  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  your  ex-  him,  ^*  that  if  his  excellency  has  any  plan 
cellency,  but  that,  through  his  abilities  and  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  in  future, 
experience,  these  affairs  would  have  been  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and 
conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  have  secured  every  attention  shall  be  paid  to  give  your  ex- 
tbe  peace  of  the  country,  and  the  happiness  of  cellency  satisfaction.*'  By  which  means  not 
the  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  con-  only  particular  parts,  as  before,  but  the  whole 
Gem  I  learn,  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  system  of  justice  was  to  be  afloat  and  to  be 
being  attended  with  the  expected  advantages,  subject  to  the  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  cor- 
that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fousdary  and  adaw-  rupt  cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs, 
lot  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable, 

and  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetra-  XXV. — That  the  court  of  directors,  OB 

ted  throughout  the  country.    This  is  evidently  receiving  an  account  of  the  above  arrange- 

owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority  in  ments,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  spirit, 

tile  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.     I  intention,  and  probable  effect  of  the  same,  did, 

tiwrefore  addressed  your  excellency  on   the  in  a  clear,  firm,  and  decisive  manner,  express 

importance  and   delicacy  of  the  affairs   in  Uieir  condemnation  of  the  measure,  and  their 

^lestion,  and  of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  rejection  and  reprobation  of  all  the  pretended 

power  in  the  hands  of  the  person  chosen  to  grounds  and  reasons  on  whidi  the  same  wis 

administer  them  ;  in  reply  to  which  your  ex-  supported ;  marking  distinctly  his  prevarict- 

eellency  expressed  sentiments  coincident  with  tion  and  contradictions    in   the  same,  and 

mine ;  notwithstanding  which,  your  depend-  pointing  to  him  their  full  conviction  of  the 

ants  and  people,  actuated  by  uHfifk  and  cnxi-  unworthy  motives  on  which  he  had  made  so 

rieum*  vtetos,  have  by  their  interference  to  im-  shameful  an  arrangement ;  telling  him,  in  the 

peded  the  ImsinesM,  as  to  throw  the  whole  country  i7th  paragraph  of  their  general  letter,  of  the 

into  a  ttate  of  confusion ;  from  which  nothing  4th  of  February,  1779,  "  the  nabdb's  lettan 

eon  retrieve  it  but  an  unUmited  power ^  lodged  of  the  25th  and  SOth  of  August,  of  the  8d  of 

in  the  hande  of  the  mperintenderit.    I  there-  September,  and  17th  of  November,  learo  vm 
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no  doubt  of  ihe  tru§  design  of  this  wrfroonit-  authority  of  the  said  court  of  direecora ;  by 

mary  buaiiWMi  being  to  bnng  fonoard  Munny  which  means  the  arrangement,  three  timei 

Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with  impro-  either  ratified  or  expressly  ordered  by  them, 

per  power  and    influence,  notwithstanding  was  wholly  defeated;   the  aforesaid  corrupt 

our  former  declaration,  that  so  grecU  a  part  system  was  continued ;  Mahomed  Reza  Eh&D 

of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embezzled  was  not  restored  to  his  office ;  and  a  lessoD 

and  misapplied  under  her  superintendence.**  was  taught  to  the  natives  of  all  ranks,  that 

the  declared  approbation,  the  avowed  sanctioo, 

XX  VL— 'That  in  consequence  of  the  cen-  and  the  decided  authority  of  the  court  of  direct* 

sure  and  condemnation  of  the  unwarrantable  ors  were  wholly  nugatory  to  their  protectioa 

measures  <^  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  against  the  corrupt  influence  of  their  servanti. 
the  court  of  directors  on  the  aforesaid  and 

other  weighty  and  substantial  grounds,  they  XXVIII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
did  order  and  direct  as  follows,  in  the  20th  ings,  on  a  reconciliation  with  Mr.  Frands, 
paragraph  of  the  general  letter  of  the  same  oneof  the  council-general,  who  made  it  a  coo- 
date  :  "  As  we  deem  it  for  the  welfare  of  dition  thereof,  tliat  certain  of  the  company's 
the  country,  that  the  office  of  naib  soubadar  orders  should  be  obeyed,  and  that  Maliomed 
be  for  the  present  continued,  and  that  this  Reza  Khka  should  be  restored  to  his  offices, 
high  office  should  be  filled  by  a  person  of  wis-  did,  a  considerable  time  after,  notwitfastaod- 
dom,  experience,  and  of  approved  fidelity  to  ing  the  pretended  reluctance  of  the  nab(^, 
the  company ;  and  as  we  have  no  reason  to  and  his  pretended  freedom,  make,  for  his  ooo- 
alter  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Reza  venience  in  the  said  accommodation,  the  ar- 
Xh&n,  in  our  letter  of  24th  of  December,  rangement,  which  he  had  unwarrantably  and 
1776  ;  we  positively  direct,  that  you  forthwith  illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
signify  to  the  nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowla,  our  directors ;  and  did,  of  his  own  authority  and 
pleasure,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  be  im-  that  of  the  board,  restore  Mahomed  Reza 
mediately  restored  to  the  office  of  naib  souba-  KMn  to  his  offices, 
dar;  and  we  further  direct,  that  Mahomed 

Reza  Kh&n  be  again  assur^  of  the  continu-  XXIX. — That  80<m  after  the  departure 

ance  of  our  favours,  so  long  as  a  firm  attach-  of  the  said  Mr.  Francis  he  did  again  deprire 

ment  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  a  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khiln  of  his  said 

proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  bis  station,  offices,  and  did  make  several  great  dianges  in 

shall  render  him  worthy  of  our  protection."  the  constitution  of  the  criminal  justice  in  the 

said  country ;  and  afler  having,  under  pretence 

XXVII. — That  the  aforesaid  direction  did  of  the  nabob's  sufficiency  for  the  management 
convey  in  it  such  evident  and  cogent  reason,  of  his  own  afiairs,  displaced,  without  any 
and  was  so  far  enforced  by  justice  to  indi-  specific  charge,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever, 
viduals,  and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happi«  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  he  did  submit 
ness  of  the  natives,  as  well  as  by  the  com-  the  said  nabob  to  the  entire  direction,  in  all 
mon  decorum  to  be  observed  in  all  the  trans-  parts  of  his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  his  own 
actions  of  government,  that  the  said  Hastings  nomination.  Sir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did 
ought  to  have  yielded  a  cheerful  obedience  order  an  account  of  the  most  minute  paits  of  bis 
thereto,  even  if  he  had  not  been  by  a  positive  domestic  economy  to  be  made  out,  and  to  be 
statute,  and  his  relation  of  servant  to  the  delivered  to  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  tbe 
company,  bound  to  that  just  submission,  following  words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him 
Tet  the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denying  or  entitled,  INSTRUCTIONS  from  the  go- 
evading  any  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  vemour-general  to  the  Nabob  Mobarek  jH 
the  court  of  directors,  or  controverting  the  Dowla,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  manage- 
Bcandalous  motives  assigned  by  them  for  his  ment  of  his  aflairs :  ^'  you  will  be  pleased 
conduct,  contumaciously  refuse  obedience  to  to  direct  your  mutta  seddies  to  form  an  ao- 
the  above  positive  order,  on  pretence  that  the  count  of  the  fixed  sums  of  your  monthly  ex- 
nabob,  who,  he  had  declared  it  on  record,  ''  to  penses,  such  as  servants  wages  in  the  difie- 
be  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  a  rent  departments,  pensions,  and  other  allow* 
mere  pageant,  and  without  even  the  shadow  of  ances,  as  well  as  of  the  estimated  amount  of 
authority,'*  did  dissent  fi-om  the  same  ;  and  variable  expenses,  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  Jofaa 
hb  did  encourage  the  said  nabob  or  rather  the  Doyley,  far  my  infection,  I  have  given 
jMinuehs,  the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Be-  sudi  orders  to  Sir  John  Doyley  as  will  ena- 
j^tt|  to  oppose  himself  and  themselves  to  the  ble  him  to  propose  to  you  such  reductions  of 
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dw  pensions  and  other  allowmnces,  and  such  XXXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

a  distribution  of  the  rariable  expenses,  as  did  order  the  said  stipend  (which  was  to  be 

shall  be  proportionable  to  the  total  sum  of  distributed,  in  the  minutest  particular,  accord- 

jour  monthly  income;   and  I  must  request  ing  to  the  said  Hastings's  personal  direc- 

yott  vnll  conform  to  it"  And  he  did,  in  the  tions)  to  be  paid  monthly,  not  to  any  officer 

sufaeequent  articles  of  his  said  instructions,  of  the  nabob,  but  to  the  said  resident  Sir 

order  the  whole  management  to  be  directed  by  John  Doyley.     And  whereas  the  govemour- 

the  said  Sir  J(^  Doyley,  subject  to  his  own  general  and  council  did,  on  the  appointment 

directions,  as  aforesaid ;  and  did  even  direct  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n,  according  to  their 

what  company  he  should  keep ;  and  did  throw  duty,  instruct  him  that "  he  do  conform  to  the 

reflections  on  some  persons,  in  places  the  orders  of  the  company,  which  direct  that  an 

nearest  to  him,  as  of  bad  character  and  base  annual  account  of  the  nabob's  expenses  be 

origin — persons,  whom  he  should   decline  to  transmitted,  through  the  resident  at  the  dur- 

name  as    such,  " unless  he  heard  that  they  bar,  for  the  inspection  of  this  board"  the 

■tiU  availed  themselves  of  his  goodness  to  said  Hastings,  in  making  his  new  establish- 

retain  the  places  which  they  improperly  hold  ment  in  favour  of  his  resident,  did  wholly  omit 

near  his  person."   And  he  did  particularly  the  said  instruction,  and  did  confine  the  said 

order  the  said  nabob  not  to  admit  any  Eng-  communication    to  himself  privately.    And 

Hrii,  but  such  as  the  said  Sir  J<^n  Doyley  in  fact  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  account 

dioakl  approve,  to  his  presence ;  and  did  re-  whatsoever  of   the    disposition  of  the  said 

peat  the  said  order  in  the  following  peremp-  large  sum,    exceeding  £  160,000  sterling    a 

tory  manner:  "  yaa  must  forbid  any  person  oi  yo&ri  has  been  laid  before  the  board,  or  at 

f^  nation  to  be  intruded  into  your  presence,  least  that  any  such  account  has  been  trans- 

without  his  introduction."    And  he  did  re-  mitted  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  is 

quire    his    obedience    in    the    authoritative  not  fitting,  that  any  British  servant  of  the 

■tyle :  "  I  shall  think  m3rself  obliged  to  in-  company  should  have  the  management  of  any 

terfere  in  another  manner y  if  you  neglect  it."  public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum, 

without  a  public  well-vouched  account  of  the 

XXX.— That  he,  the  said  Warren  Has-  specific  expenditure  thereof. 
tings  did  insult  the  captive  condition  of  the 

lai^  nabob,  by  informing  him,  in  his  imperious  XXXI I. — That  the  court  of  directors  did, 
instructions  aforesaid,  that  this  total,  blind,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1766,  propose  certain 
and  implicit  obedience,  in  every  respect  what-  rules  for  regulating  the  correspondence  of  the 
aoever,  to  Sir  John  Doyley  and  himself  per-  resident  with  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  in  which 
■onally,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  they  did  direct,  as  a  principle  for  the  said  re- 
board,  "  was  the  very  conditions  of  the  com-  gulations,  as  follows,  (paragraph  16  :)  "  We 
pliance  of  the  govemour-general  and  council  would  have  his  correspondence  to  be  car- 
with  his  late  requisiti(»i ;"  which  requisi-  ried  on  with  the  select  committee  through  the 
lion  was,  that  he  should  enjoy  the  free  ami  vn-  channel  of  the  president ;  he  should  keep  a 
controlled  management  of  his  own  affairs,  diary  of  all  his  transactions.  His  corresp<nid- 
And  though  the  said  captive  did  offer,  as  he,  ence  with  the  natives  must  be  publicly  condu^- 
the  said  Hastings,  himself  admits, /bur  /acX»  of  ed ;  copies  of  all  his  letters,  sent  and  receiv- 
his  stipend,  at  that  time  reduced  to  sixteen  ed,  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  presidency, 
lacks,  for  the  free  use  of  the  remaindery  yet  he  with  duplicates  and  triplicates  to  be  trana- 
did  place  him,  the  said  nabob,  in  the  state  of  mitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by  every 
■arvitode  in  the  said  instructions  laid  down  but  ship." 
a  Tory  short  time  after  he  had  assumed  and  used 

the  aaid  nabob's  independent  rights  as  a  ground  XXXUI.— That  the  president  and  select 

fcr  refusing  to  obey  the  compan3r's  (mlers ;  and  committee  (Lord  Clive  being  then  president) 

•llhoagh  he  has  declared,  or  pretended,  on  did  approve  of  the  whole  substantial  part  of 

•Bother  occasion,  which  he  would  have  thought  the    said  regulation,  (the   diary  excepted ;) 

flinular,  that  any  attempt  to  limit  the  house-  and  the  principle,  in  all  matters  of  account, 

hoM  expenses  of  the  nabob  of  Oode  was  an  ought  to  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  what- 

indigni^,  "  which  no  man  living,  however  ever  limitations  may  have  been  given  to  the 

■Maa  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  coadi-  office  of  resident.    Tet  he,  the  said  Warrea 

tioD  in  it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good 

tdier,  witiwut  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  every  rules,  orders,  and  late  preced«it  in  eoilbrmi^ 

mufy  priBciple.'*  to  the  MWe,  did  not  tlt^  withlnU  any  oidaf 
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for  the  pmrpow,  bat,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  stroo^y  prescribed  and  enforced  by  the  <»- 

business  of  the  said  durbar  in  a  clandestine  ders  of  the  court  of  directors,  did  (at  a  time 
manner  for  his  own  purposes,  did,  as  afore-     when  he  was  engaged  in  a  negotiation,  the 

■aid,  exclude  all  English  from  an  intercourse  declared  purpose  of  which  was  to  give  peace 

with  the  nabob,  who  nii;>ht  carry  complaints  or  to  India)  concur  with  the  captain-general  of 

representations  to  the  board,  or  tiie  court  of  the  Mahratta  state,  called  Madajee  Scindia, 

directors,  of  his  condition,  or  the  conduct  of  in  hostile  designs  against  the  few  remaining 

the  resident  ;  and   did  further,  to  defeat  all  territories  of  that  same  Mogul  emperour,  by 

possible  publicity,  insinuate  to  him  to  give  the  rirtue  of  whose  grant  the  company  actually 

preference   to  verbal   communication   above  possess  the  government,  and  enjoy  the  r^ 

letters,  in   the  words  fdlowing,   of  the  9th  venues,  of  great  provinces,  and  also  agaiost 

article  of  his  instructions  to  the  nabob :  **  At*  the  possessions  of  a  Mahomedan  chief  called 

though  I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  fire-  Nudjif  Cawn,  a  perscm  <^  much  merit  with 

quently,  yet,   as  many  matters  will  occur,  the    East-India  company;    in    acknowled|^ 

which  cannot  be  so  easily  explained  by  let-  ment  of  which  they  had  granted  him  a  poh 

ters  as  by   eonverseUion,  I  desire,  that  you  sion,  included  in  the  tribute  due  to  the  king, 

will  on  such  occasions  give  your  orders  to  and,  together  with  that  tribute,  taken  from 

him  respecting  such  points  as  you  may  desire  him  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  ei- 

to  have  imparted  to  me ;  and  I,  postponing  pressly  guarantied  to  him  by  the  cowpwf. 

every  other  concern,  will  give  an  immediate,  Withboth  these  powers  the  company  had  been 

and  the   most  satisfactory  reply  concerning  in  friendship,  and  were  actually  at  peace  at 

them."    Accordingly,  no  relation  whatsoever  the  time  of  the  said  clandestine  concurrence 

has  been  received  by  the  court  of  directors  of  in  a  design  against  them  ;  and  the  said  Has- 

the  said  nabob's  affairs ;  nor  any  account  of  tings  hath  since  declared,  that  the  right  of  one 

the  money  monthly  paid,  except  from  public  <^  them,  namely,    "  the  right  of  the  Mogul 

fame,  which  reports    that  his  affairs  are  in  emperour  to  our  assistance  has  been  constants 

great  disorder,  his  servants  unpaid,  and  ma-  ly  acknowledged." 
ny  of  them  dismissed,  and  all  the  Mussul- 

men  dependent  on  his  family  in  a  state  of  in-  III. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at 

digence.  the  time  of  his  treacherous  C(»icurrence  in  a 

design  against  a  power,  which  he  was  him- 

— ^—  self  of  opinion  we  were  bound  to  assist,  and 

against  whom  there   was   no  doubt  he  was 

XTiii.      THE  MOGUL  DELIVERED  UP  TO  bound  neither  to  form  nor  to  c<»icur  in  any 

THE  MAHRATTAs.  hostilo  attempt,  did  give  a  caution  to  Colonel 

Muir,  to  whom  the  negotiation  aforesaid  was 

I. — That  Sh&h  Allum,  the  prince  com-  intrusted  on  the  part  of  the  conq>any,  against 

monly  called  the  Great  Mogul,  or,  by  emi-  *'  inserting  any  thing  in  the  treaty  which  might 

nence,  The  King,  is,  or  lately  was  in  the  pos-  expressly  mark  our  knowledge   of  his    [the 

session  of  the  antient  capital  of  Hindostan  ;  Mahratta  general's]  views  or  conctarrenee  in 

•and  though  without  any  considerable  tern-  them."    Which  said  transaction  was  fiiD  of 

tory,  and  without  a    revenue  sufficient  to  duplicity  and  fraud;  and   the  crime  (^  the 

maintain  a  moderate  state,  he  is  still  much  said  Hastings  therein  is  aggravated  by  his 

respected  and  considered ;  and  the  custody  of  having  some  years  before  withheld  the  trfliute; 

his  person  is  eagerly  sought  by  many  of  the  which  by  treaty  was  solemnly  a^eed  to  be 

princes  in  India,  on  account  of  the  use  to  be  paid  to  the  said  king,  on  pretence  tint  he 

made  of  his  title  and  authority  ;  and  it  was  had  thrown  himself,  for  the  recovery  of  his 

for  the  interest  of  the  East^-India  company,  city  of  Delhi,  aa  the  [H'otection  of  the  Mabf 

that,  while  on  one  hand  no  wars  shall  be  en-  rattas,  whom  the  saidWarren  Hasting  then 

tered  into  in  support  of  his  pretensions,  on  called  the  natural  enemies  of  the  companj) 

the  other  no  steps   should  be  taken,  which  and  the  growth  of  whose  power  he  then  al* 

may  tend  to  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  leged  to  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  interest 

any  of  the  powerful  states  of  that  country ;  but  of  this  kingdom  in  IncQa. 
that  he  should  be  treated  with  friendship,  good 

fiuth,  and  respectfol  attention.  IV. — That  after  having  concorred,  in  the 

manner  before  mentioned,  in  a  desiijn  <^  dtf 

IL — That  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradio-  Mahrattas  against  the  Mogid ;  and  notwitb- 

taon  to  this  safo,  just,  and  honourable  polk^i  standing  he,  the  said  Warre*.  HMtngi^.bad 
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f  declared,  "  that  with  him  [the  Mo-  a  letter  to  him  from  his  agent  Major  Browne, 

[r  connexion  had  been  a  long  time  sus-  dated  at  Delhi,  on  the   SOth  of  December, 

,  and  A*  wished  never  to  tee  it  renewed^  178S,  viz.  that  letter,  to  which  the  foregoing 

d  proved  a  fatal  drain  to  the  wealth  of  references  are  made,  in  which  the  said  Browne 

,  and  the  treasury  of  the  company,  did    directly   press,  and    indirectly    (thou^ 

yielding  one  advantage  or  possible  re-  sufficiently    and    strongly)    suggest    several 

even  of  remote  benefits,  in  return,"  highly  dangerous  measures  for  realizing  the 

i  Warren  Hastings  did  nevertheless,  general  offers  and  engagements  of  the  said 

bout  the  month  of  March,  1783,  with  Warren  Hastings ; — proposing,  that  besides  a 

ity  and  consent  of  the  members  of  the  proportion  of  field-artillery,  and  a  train  of 

)ut  by  no  authoritative  act,  despatch,  battering  canncm  for  the  purpose  of  sieges, 

its  of  him  the  govemour-general  only,  six  regiments  of  sepoys  in  the  company's  ser- 

t  as  agents  of  the  govemour-general  vice  should  be  transferred  to  that  of  the  said 

imdl,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  cer-  king,  and  that  certain  other  corps  should  also 

arsons,    among    whom    were    Major  be  raised  for  the  said  service  in  the  English 

)  and  Major  IXvy,  to  the  court  of  the  provinces   and  dependencies,  to  be  immedi- 

Delhi,  and  did  there  enter  into  cer-  ately  under  the  king's  [the  Mogul's]  orders, 

gagements  with  the  said  king  by  the  and  to  be  maintained  by  assignments  of  ter« 

of  those  agents,  and    did    carry  on  ritorial  revenue  within  the  province  of  Oude, 

private  and  dangerous  intrigues  for  a  dependent  member  of  the  British  govern- 

I    purposes,  particularly    for   making  ment,  but  with  a  caution  against  having  any 

favour  of  the  said  king,  against  some  British  officer  with  the  same  ;  the  said  Major 

or  princes  not  precisely  described,  but  Browne  expressing  his  caution  as  Mowedi ; 

as  may  be  inferred  from  a  subsequent  — •*'  If  any  European    officer  be  with  this 

oodence,  were    certain    Mahomedan  corps,  a  very  nice  judgment  indeed  must  di- 

in  the    neighourhood  of  Delhi    in  rect  the  choice;  for  scarce  any  are  in  the 

vith  the  company,  and  some  of  them  smallest  degree jfft  for  such  employ,  but  much 

time  in  the  actual  service,  and  in  the  more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good."    And  the 

at  confidence  and  favour  of  the  said  letter  aforesaid  being  without  any  observation 

;  and  he  did  order  Major  Browne  to  thereon,  or  any  disavowal  of  the  matters  of 

>  the  Mogul  king  to  provide  for  the  fact,  or  of  the  counsels  so  strongly  and  autho- 

Bxpense  of  any  troops  the  Sh^h  [the  ritatively  delivered  therein  by  tiie  said  War- 

ng]  might  require ;  and  the  proposal  ren  Hastings's  agent,  and  without  any  mark 

cordiogly  accepted  with  the  conditions  of  disapprobation  of  any  part  of  his  plan, 

d ;  by  which  proposal,  and  acceptance  whether  that  of  the  assigtiment  of  terrritory 

\  the  East-India  company  was  placed  belonging  to   the  company's  allies  for  the 

ttt^on  of  great  and  perplexing  diffi-  maintenance    of  troops,  which  were  to  be 

ince  either  they  were  to  engage,  at  an  by  that  plan  put  under  the  orders  of  a  foreign 

ed  expensey  in  new  wars,  contrary  to  independent  power,  or  that  of  employing  the 

rders,  contrary  to  their  general  declar-  said  troops  without  any  British  officer  with 

cy,  and  contrary  to  the  published  reso-  them ;  or  fbr  his  alarming  observation  by  him 

of  the  house  of  commons,  and  whoUy  entering  on  the  company's  records,  which,  if 

i^tible  with  the  state  of  their  finances ;  not  an  implied  censure  on  the  nature  of  the 

•reserve  peace,  they  must  risk  the  im-  service,  in  which  British  officers  are  supposed 

Q  of  a  new  violation  of  faith,  by  de-  improper  to  be  trusted,  is  a  strong  reflection 

from  an  agreement  made  on  the  vo-  on  the  character  of  the  British  officers,  which 

proposal  of  their  own  government ;  was  to  render  them  unfit  to  be  employed  in 

ant  of  the  said  Hastings  having  de-  an  honourable  service — ^the  said  Warren  Haa- 

in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  by  tings  did  thereby  give  a  countenance  to  the 

mnunicated  to  the  board,  "that  the  bu-  said  unwarrantable  and  dangerous  proposals 

of  assisting  the  Shih  [the  Mogul  em-  and  reflections, 
can  and  must  go  on,  if  we  wish  to  be 

in  India,  or  regarded  as  a  nation  of  YI. — That,  a  considerable  time  before  the 

id  honour."  production  and  circulation  of  Migor  Browne's 

letter,  the  said  Hastings  did  enter  a  minute 

-That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  of    consultation,  containing   a   proposition 

EOth  day  of  January,  1784,  send  in  cir-  similar  in  the  general  intent  to  tiiat  in  the 

1  to  the  other  members  of  the  council  said  letter  contained  fbr  assisting  the  Mogul 
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with  a  miliury  force ;  but  the  other  membera  grmnt  breach  and  violatioa  of  their  ordot, 

of  the  board  did  disagree  thereto,  and  being  which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of  parliament 

alarmed  at  the  disposition  so  strongly  shown  to  obey, 
by  the  said  Hastings  to  engage  in  new  wars, 

and  dangerous  foreign  connexions,  and  possibly  VIII. — That  the   said    Hastings   having 

having  intelligence  of  the  proceedings  of  his  early  in  the  year  1784  procured  to  himself  a 

agent,  did  call  upon  hira  to  produce  his  in-  deputation  to  act  in  the  upi>er  provinces,  the 

structions  to  Major  Browne  ;  and  he  did,  on  council,  being  well  aware  of  his  disposition  to 

tlie  5lh  of  October,  1783,  and  not  before,  enter  engage  in  unwarrantable  designs  against  the 

on  the  consultations  a  certain  paper,  purport-  neighbouring   states,   did    expressly   confine 

iiig  to  be  the  instructions  which  he  had  given  his  powers  to  the  circumstance  of  his  actual 

to  Major  Browne  tlie  proceeding  March,  the  residence  within  the  company's  provinces;  but 

time  of  his,  the  said  Browne's  appointment ;  it  appears  diat  ways  were  found  out,  by  which 

in  which  pretended  instructions  no  direction  he  hoped  to  defeat  the  precautions  of  the 

whatsoever  was  given  to  the  effect  of  his,  the  board  :    for  the   said  Warren  Hastings  did 

said  Hastings's  minute  of  consultation,  or  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  coun- 

propounded :  that  is  to  say,  no  power  was  try  of  Oude,  to  the  court  of  directors  a  certain 

given  in  the  said  instructions  to  make  a  di-  postscript  of  a  letter  dated  4th  of  May,  1784, 

rect  offer  of  military  aid  to  the  Mogul,  or  to  in  which  he  informs  the  court,  that  the  son 

form  the  arrangements  stated   by  the  said  and  heir-apparent  of  the  great  Mogul  had 

Browne,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  taken  refuge  with  him,  and  the  nabob  of  Oude ; 

as  having  been  made  by  the  express  authority  that  he  had  a  conference  with  that  prince  on 

of  the  said  Hastings  himself.     But  the  said  the   10th  of  the  same  month  of  May,  "  no 

instructions  contained  nothing  further  on  that  person  being  either  present  or  within  hear- 

subject  but  a  conditional  direction,  that  in  ing"  during  the  same,  and  that  in  the  said 

case  a  military  force  should  be  required  for  conference  the  prince  had  informed  him  of 

the  Mogul's  aid  or  protection,  the  Major  is  the  distresses  of  his  father,  and  his  wish  for 

to  know  the  service  on  which  it  is  to  be  the  relief  of  the  king,  and  the  restorati(»i 

employed,  and  the  resources  from  whence  it  of  the  dominions  of  his  house,  as  well  as  to 

is  to  be  paid ;  and  the  instructions  produced  rescue   him  from  the  power  of  certain  per- 

as  his   real  instructions   by  the   said  Has-  sons  not  named,  who  degraded  him  into  a 

tings  are  so  guarded  as  to  caution  the  said  mere  instrument  of  their  interested  and  sordid 

Browne  against  taking  any  part  in  the  in-  designs  ;  and  that  on  a  failure  of  his  applica- 

triguei  of  those  who  are  about  the  king's  person,  tion   to  him,  he  would  either  return  to  his 

By  which  letters,  instructions,  and  transac-  father,  or  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to 

tions,  compared  with  each  other,  it  appears  England ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

that    the  said  Warren  Hastings,  afler  six  did  give  him  an  answer  to  the  following  eA 

months'  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the  feet:  "  That  our  [the  British]  govemmenthad 

Company's  order)   any  instructions  to  the  just  obtained  relief  from  a  state  of  universal 

said  Browne,  did  at  last  enter  a  false  paper  warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose  ;  duit 

as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other  secret  our  whole  nation  was  weary  of  war,  and 

instructions  totally  different  fi-om,  and  even  dreaded  the  renewal  of  it,   and  would  he 

opposite   to,  his  public    ostensible  instruc-  equally  alarmed  at  any  movement,  of  loAtcft 

tions,  thereby  to  deceive  the  council,  and  to  it  could  not  see  the  issue  or  progress^  but 

carry  on,  with  less  obstructions,  dark  and  dan-  which  might  eventually  tend  to  create  new  h»$- 

gerous  intrigues,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  tilities,  that  he  came  hither  [to  Ludaiow] 

court  of  directors,  to  the  true  policy  of  this  with  a  limited  authority,  and  could  not,  if  he 

kingdom,  and  to  the  safety  of  the  British  pos-  chose  it,  engage  in  any  business  of  that  air 

sessions  in  the  east.  ture  without  the  concurrence  of  his  eoUeagma 

m  Q^Sce,  who  he  bdieved  would  he  averse  t» 

VII. — That  the  said  letter  from  Majw  it,  that  he  woukl  represent  the  same  to  the 

Browne  was  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  joint  members  of  his  own  government,  and 

transmitted  to  Uie  court  of  direcUurs,  without  wait  their  determination.     In  the  mean  tims 

being  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the  previ-  he  advised  the  fHrince  to  make  adraneet  to 

ous  correqpondeDce ;  by  whidi  wilful  con-  Madajee  Scindia,  both  because  our  goren- 

caalmentthe  said  Warren  Hastings  is  guil-  maatwas in  intimate  astdsworneonneadoHmik 

ty  of  an  high  and  crimioal   disrespect  to  him,  and  because  he  was  the  effectual  head <if 

tU  court  of  directors,  and  of  a  most  fla-  the  Mahratta  state;  besides,  that  he,  the  fail 
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Warren    Hastings,  feared   fab    [Scindia's]  his  said  positire  and  recent  engagements,  or 

taking  the  other  side  of  the  question,  unless  without  giving  any  explanation  with  regard 

he  was  early  prevented."  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  must 

appear  to  the  said  prince,  either  as  the  person 
IX. — That,  in  the  statement  of  this  dis-  not  only  contracting  engagements,  but  aetu- 
course,  there  is  much  criminal  reserve  to-  ally  being  the  first  mover  and  proposer  of 
wards  the  court  of  directors,  it  not  appearing  them,  without  any  authority  from  his  eoU 
distinctly  what  the  objects  were,  nor  who  the  league8y  and  against  theirs  and  the  general  in- 
persons  concerned,  nor  what  the  side  was,  clination  of  the  British  nation,  and  on  that 
which  he  apprehended  the  M ahrattas  might  ground  not  to  be  trusted  ;  or  that  he  had  used 
take,  if  not  prevented  by  his  advances ;  and  Uiis  plea  of  disagreement  between  him  and 
in  the  discourse  itself  there  were  many  parti-  his  council  as  a  pretence,  set  up  without  co- 
culars  highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  lour  or  decency,  for  a  gross  violation  of  his 
the  said  conversation,  in  which  he  describes  own  engagements ;  leaving  the  princes  and 
himself  as  declining  a  compliance  with  the  states  of  the  country  no  solid  ground,  on 
request  of  the  prince  on  account  of  the  aver-  which  they  can  or  ought  to  contract  with  the 
sion  (therein  strongly  expressed)  of  his  col-  company,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  all  pub- 
leagues,  of  the  company,  and  of  the  whole  licconfidence,  and  to  the  equal  disgrace  of  the 
British  nation,  to  engage  in  any  measures,  national  candour,  integrity,  and  wisdom, 
which  might  even  "  eventually  lead  to  hostili' 

ties  " — he  spoke  to  the  prince  as  if  he  had  X. — That,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  same 
been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  oflTers,  which  place,  Lucknow,  the  16th  of  the  following 
bat  five  months  before  had  been  made  to  the  June,  1784,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in- 
king his  father  on  the  part  of  that  very  go-  forms  the  court  of  directors,  that  Major 
vemment  (whose  repugnance  to  such  mea-  Browne,  their  agent  to  the  Mogul,  had  arriv- 
snres  he  then  for  the  first  time  chose  to  ed  there  in  the  character  also  of  agent  from 
profess,  but  which  he  always  bad  known)  the  Mogul  with  two  sets  of  instructions 
through  Major  Browne  the  company's  repre^  from  two  opposite  parties  in  bis  ministry, 
sentative  at  the  court  of  Delhi,  "to  provide  for  which  instructions  were  directly  contrary  to 
the  entire  expense  of  any  troops,  which  the  each  other ;  the  first,  which  were  the  ostensible 
sh&h  [the  king]  might  require ;"  and  that  this  instructions,  being  to  engage  the  said  Hast- 
was  "  what  the  resident  had  aivoaye  pro-  ings,  in  the  Mogul's  name,  to  enter  into  a 
posed  to  the  king,  and  bis  confidential  minis-  treaty  of  mutual  alliance  with  the  chief  of 
ters  ;"  the  said  Browne  further  declaring,  the  country,  then  minister  to  the  said  Mogul, 
'*  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the  said  propO'  called  AflTrasaib  Kh&n  ;  the  second  were  from 
sals,  certain  arrangements  for  the  sh&h's  ser-  another  principal  person,  called  Mudjed  ul 
vice,  by  troops,  were  not  immediately  ordered,  Dowla,  also  a  minister  of  the  said  Mogul 
in  his  opinion  all  our  [English  government's]  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  confidential^  for 
^ers  and  promises  will  be  considered  as  distinction ;)  which  were  directly  destructiy» 
false  and  insidious."  This  being  the  known  of  the  former ;  and  the  said  latter  instruc- 
state  of  the  business,  as  represented  by  the  tions,  to  which  it  seems  credence  was  to  be 
said  Hastings's  own  agent,  and  this  the  pub-  given,  were  sent  "  under  the  most  solemn  ad- 
lic  opinion  of  it,  although  to  impose  on  the  jurations  of  secrecy."  The  purpose  of  these 
ignorance  of  the  prince  with  regard  to  the  latter  and  secret  instructions  was  to  require 
proceedings  at  his  father's  court  would  have  the  company's  aid  in  freeing  the  Mogul  from 
been  unworthy  in  itself,  yet  he,  the  said  the  oppressions  of  his  servants,  namely,  from 
Warren  Hastings,  could  not  hope  to  succeed  the  oppressions  of  the  said  J^asaib,  be- 
in  such  imposition,  as  in  the  postscript  afore-  tween  whom  and  the  company  Major  Browne 
said  he  represents  the  said  prince  [who  was  (at  once  agent  to  that  company,  and  to  two 
the  king's  eldest  son,  and  thirty-six  years  of  opposite  factions  in  the  Mogul's  court)  ac- 
age]  as  a  person  of  considerable  qualifica-  cepted  a  power  to  make  a  treaty  of  mutual 
tions,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  trans-  alliance  under  the  sanction  of  his  sovereign  ; 
actions  at  his  father's  court,  and  as  one,  who  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  he,  Warren 
had  long  held  the  principal  and  most  active  Hastings,  did  discountenance  the  double  deal- 
part  in  the  little  that  remained  of  the  admin-  ing  and  fraudulent  agencies  of  his  and  the 
ittration  of  Shah  AUum.  And  the  said  Hast-  company's  minister  at  that  court ;  or  did  disa- 
ings  conferring  with  a  prince  so  well  instruct-  vow  any  particular  in  the  letter  fi'om  him  the 
ed,  without  making  the  slightest  allusions  to  said  Browne,  of  the  30th  of  December,  1783, 
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stating  the  offcn  made  od  his  pert  to  the  was   sndi,   that  their  reeentmeat  of  such 

Mogul,  so  contradictory  to  his  Ute  declara-  clandestine  interference  was  to  be  dreaded; 

tions  to  the  heir  apparent  of  that  monarch,  or  but  that,  where  the  powers  were  weak  and  fri* 

did  give  any  reprimand  to  the  said  Browne,  gile,  such  intrigues  might  be  allowed, 
or  did  show  any  mark  of  displeasure  against 

him,  as  having  acted  without  orders,  but  did  XlH. — That  the  said  Hastings,  (urthef  to 

again  send  him  with  renewed  consequence,  to  persuade  the  court  of  directors   to  invoke 

t^  court  aforesaid.  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul,  and  to 

reconcile  this  measure  with  his  former  ooa- 

XI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  duct  and  declared  opinions,  did  write  to  than 
•till  pursuing  his  said  evil  designs,  did  apply  to  the  following  effect ;  that  *'at  thit  forfner 
to  the  council  for  discretionary  powers  rela-  period,  to  which  the  ancient  poli<^^'  wttb  re- 
tive  to  the  intrigues  and  factions  in  the  Mogul's  gard  to  the  Mogul  applied,  the  kln^s  audwrl- 
court,  giving  assurances  of  his  resolution  ty  was  suflSciently  respected  [whidi  he  ktew 
not  to  proceed  against  their  sense ;  but  the  not  to  be  true,  having  himself  declared,  in 
•aid  council,  being  fully  aware  of  his  disposi-  his  minute  of  the  25th  of  October,  1774, 
tion,  and  having  Major  Browne's  letter,  re-  *  that  he  remained  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capi- 
corded  by  himself,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tal  of  the  empire,  a  mere  cypher  in  the  admin- 
before  them,  did  refuse  to  grant  the  said  dis-  istration  of  it']  to  maintain  itself  against 
cretionary  powers ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  did  common  vicissitudes.  That  he  would  not 
exhort  him  "  most  sedulously  and  cautiously  have  advised  interference  if  the  king  himself 
to  avoid,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  diffe-  retained  the  exercise  of  it,  however  fuUe^  in 
rent  princes  in  India,  whatever  may  commit,  his  own  hands.  That  if  it  [the  Mogul's 
or  be  strained  into  an  interpretation  of  com-  authority]  is  suffered  to  receive  its  final  ex- 
mitting,  the  company,  either  as  to  their  army  tinction,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  U)haipouer 
or  treasure;"  observing,  <<that  the  compa-  may  ar»se  ou/ q/* tto  ruins,  or  what  events  may 
ny's  orders  are  positive  against  their  interfe-  be  linked  in  the  same  chain  of  revelation 
rence  in  the  objects  of  dispute  between  the  with  it :  but  your  interests  may  suffer  by  it- 
country  powers."  your  reputation  certmrdy  will,  as  his  ri^  to 

our  assistance  has  been  conUanUy  admotc- 

XII. — That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  ledged,  and  by  a  train  of  consequences,  to 
and  natural  interpretation  given  by  the  coun-  which  our  government  has,  not  intentionally, 
oil  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  given  birth ;  but  most  especially  by  the  move- 
to  justify  his  dangerous  intrigues,  the  said  ments,  which  its  infinence,  by  too  near  an  ap- 
Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  proach  has  excited,  it  has  unfortunately  be- 
June,  1784,  to  the  said  court,  did,  in  a  most  come  the  efficient  instrument  of  a  great  por- 
insolent  and  contemptuous  manner,  endeav-  tion  of  the  king's^resent  distresses  and  dan- 
our  to  persuade  them  of  their  ignorance  of  gers  ;"  intimating  (as  well  as  the  studied  ob- 
the  true  sense  of  their  own  orders,  and  to  scurity  of  his  expressions  will  permit  any 
limit  their  prohibition  of  interference  with  thing  to  be  discerned)  that  his  own  late  in* 
the  disputes  of  the  country  powers  to  such  trigues  had  been  among  the  Causes  of  the  dis- 
Gountry  powers  as  are  permanent ;  express-  tresses  and  dangers,  which,  by  new  intrigues, 
ing  himself  as  follows  :  "  The  faction,  which  he  did  pretend  to  remove  :  and  he  did  con- 
now  surrounds  the  throne  [the  Mogul's  elude  this  part  of  his  letter  with  some  loose 
throne]  is  widely  different  from  the  idea  which  general  expressions  of  his  caution  not  to  affect 
your  commands  are  intended  to  convey  by  the  compsiny's  interests  or  revenues  by  any 
the  expressions,  to  which  you  have  generally  measures  he  might  at  that  time  take, 
applied  them,  of  country  powera,  to  which 

that  o( permanency  is  a  necessary  adjunct;  XIY. — ^That  the  principle,  so  far  as  the 

and  which  may  be  more  properly  compared  same  hath  been  directly  avowed,  of  the  said 

to  a  splendid  bubble,  which    the    slightest  proceedings  at  the  Mogul's  court,  was  as  al- 

breath  of  opposition  may  dissipate  with  every  together  irrational,  and  the  pretended  object 

trace  of  its  existence.'*    By  which  construe-  as  impracticable,  as  the  means  taken  in  pur- 

tion  the  said  Hastings  did  endeavour  to  per-  suit  of  it  were  fraudulent  and  dishonourable, 

suade  the  court  of  directors,  that  they  meant  namely,  the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in  some 

to  confine  their  prohibition  of  sinister  in-  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  and  te 

trigues  to  those  powers  only,  who  could  not  his  fi'ee-agency  in  the  conduct  of  his  afiairs. 

be  easily  hurt  by  them,  and  whose  strength  For  the  said  Hastings,  at  the  very  time,  is 
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e  did  with  the  greatest  apparent  eam«  (besides  the  total  want  of  all  military  and 

urge    the   purpose^  which   he  pre-  civil  ability)  possessed  no  territories,  troops, 

to  have  in  view,  with  regard  to  the  or  other  means  of  serving  and  supporting 

Emd  liberty  of  the  Mogul  emperour,  him ;  but  was  himself  solely  upheld  by  his  in- 

Bsent  him  as  a  person  wholly  disquali-  fluence  over  his  master ;  neither  doth  the  said 

d   even  indisposed,  to  take  any  ac-  Hastings  free  him  any  more  than  the  persons 

rt  whatsoever  in  the  conduct  of  his  more  efficient,  who  were  to  be  destroyed, 

airs  ;  and  that  any  attempt  for  that  from  a  disposition  to  alienate  the  king  from 

would  be  utterly  impracticable :  and  an  atention  to  his  aflairs,  and  from  all  confi* 

lath  stated  to  the  court  of  directors  as  dence  in  his  own  family ;  but,  on  the  contra^ 

r  of  public  notoriety,  in  his  said  letter  ry,  he  brings  him  forward  as  the  very  first 

1 6th  of  June,  1784,  in  the  following  among  the  instance  he  adduces  to  exmnplify 

cal  and  decisive  terms :  the  practices  of  the  ministers  against  their 

tf  need  not  be  told  the  character  of  the  sovereign  and  his  children, 
hose  inertness,  and  the  habit  of  long 

g,  has  debased  his  dignity  and  the  XVI. — That  the  said  Warren  HastingSi 

of  his  house  b^ond  the  power  qf  re-  recommending  in  general  terms,  and  yet  con- 

aiher  the  one  or  the  other.    Whilst  demning  in  detail,  every  part  of  his  own  pre- 

sonal  repose  is  undisturbed,  he  will  tended  plan,  as  impracticable  in  itself,  and  as 

0  live  in  the  meaneet  state  qf  indi'  undertaken  in  fovour  of  persons,  all  of  whom 
mder  the  rule  of  men  whose  views  are  he  describes  as  incapable,  and  the  principal 

1  by  avarice,  and  the  power,  which  as  indisposed  to  avail  himself  thereof,  must 
rive  from  his  authority,  rather  than  have  had  some  other  motives  for  thb  long,  in- 
anyshareof  it  to  his  own  sons,  though  tricate,  dark,  and  laborious  proceeding  with 
iction  for  them  is  boundless  in  every  the  Mogul,  which  must  be  sought  in  his  ao- 
ispect ;  from  a  natural  jealousy,  found>  tions,  and  the  evident  drift  and  tendency 
le  experience  of  a  very  different  com-  thereof,  and  in  declarations,  which  were 
1  of  those  circumstances,  which  once  brought  out  by  him  to  serve  other  purposes, 
as  a  temptation  and  example  of  un-  but  which  serve  fully  to  explain  his  real  in- 
ambition  in  the  princes  of  the  royal  tentions  in  this  intrigue. 

His  ministers,  from  a  policy  more 

ble,  have  constantly  employed  every  XVII. — That  the  other  members  of  the 

of  influence  to  confirm  this  disposi-  council-general    having  abundantly  certified 

id  to  prevent  his  sons  from  having  any  their  averseness  to  his  intrigues,  and  even 

n  the  distribution  of  affairs,  so  as  to  having  shown  apprehensions  of  his  going  per- 

tablished  a  complete  usurpation  of  the  sonally  to  the  Mogul  and  the  Mahrattas  for 

>rerogative  under  its  own  sanction  and  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  same,  the  said 

ige."  Hastings  vras  driven  headlong  to  acts,  which 

did  mudi  more  openly  indicate  the  true  nature 

.-^That   the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  purpose  of  his  machinations ;  for  he  at 

given  this  opinion  of  the  sovereign,  length  recurred  directly,  and  with  little  dis- 

«e  freedom  he  pretended  so  anxious  a  guise,  to  the  Mahrattas,  and  did  open  an  in- 

I,  did  describe  the  minister,  with  whom  trigue  with  them,  although  he  was  obliged  to 

long  acted  in  concurrence,  and  from  confess,  in  his  letter  aforesaid  of  the  16th 
be  had  just  received  the  extraordinary  June,  1784,  that  the  exception,  which  he  con- 
embassy  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  tended  to  be  implied  in  the  orders  of  the  court 
ig  the  deliverance  of  his  master,  the  of  directors,  forbidding  the  intermeddling  in 
,  from  the  usurpations  of  his  minieteraf  the  disputes  of  "  the  country  powers,'*  name- 
»ws  :  "  The  first  minister,  Mudjud  ul  ly,  "  powers  not  permanent,"  did  by  no  means 
,  is  totally  deficient  in  every  military  apply  to  the  Mahrattas ;  and  he  informs  the 

;  conceited  of  his  own  superiour  ta-  court  of  directors,  that  he  did,  on  the  very 

and  formed   to  the  practice  of  that  first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the 

I  policy  which  generally  defeats  its  own  Mogul's  son,  write  to  Mr.  James  Anderson, 

»,  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  mas-  to  apprize  the  Mahratta  chief,   Scindia,  of 

The  reality  of  the  said   attachment  that  event ;"  for  which,  as  he  was  unprepared, 

t  improbable,  but  altogether  useless,  as  he  desired  his  [the  said  Scindia*s}  advice  for 

id  minister  was  the  only  one  among  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  of  it."    Which 

UMapal  persons  about  the  king,  who  method  of  calling  for  the  advice  of  a  foreign 
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power  to  regnUto  hit  political  conduct,  in-  ntta  cUeC    It  10  pluBf  tiMreCire,  tiat  bi 

stead  of  being  regulated  therein  by  the  adrico  did  all  along  coocor  with  tte  Mahrattas  ia 

of  the  British  council  and  the  standing  orders  their  designs  against  the  said  king  aad  )m 

of  the  court  of  directors,  was  a  procedure  ministers,  imder  the  treacherous  pretence  d 

highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggrarated  supporting  the  authority  of  the  former  aguast 

by  his  not  communicating  the  said  correspon-  the  latter,  and  did  contrive  uid  effect  the  nua 

dence  to  the  council-general,  as  by  his  duty  ho  of  them  all.     For,  first,  he  did  give  eril  tad 

was  bound  to  do;   but  it  does  abundantly  fimudulent  counsel  to  the  heir  apparent  of  tbs 

prove  hi:)  concert  with  the  Mahrattas  in  all  Mogul  "to  make  advances  to  thiB  Mahrattas,' 

that  related  to  his  negotiations  in  the  Mogul  when  he  well  knew,  and  had  expressly  ooa> 

court,  which  were  carried  on  agreeably   to  eorred  in,  the  designs  of  that  state  agaiast 

t^ir  advice,  and  in  subserviency  to  their  views  his  father's  [the  Mogul's  dominimis ;  uk  fof- 

and  purposes.  ther  to  engage  and  entrap  the  said  prince,  did 

assert,  that "  our  government "  [meaning  the 

XVIII. — That,   in  consequence  of  the  British  government]   was   in    intimate  and 

cabal  begun  with  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  chief  sworn  connexion  with  Mahadajee  Scisdia," 

Scindia  did  send  his  "  familiar  and  confiden-  when    no    alliance,  offensive  or    defensiie, 

tial  ministers  "  to  him,  the  said  Hastings,  be-  appears  to  exist  between  the  said  Scindiaand 

ing  at  Lucknow,  with  whom  the  said  Hast-  the  East-India  company,  nor  can  exist,  odi- 

ings  did  hold    several    secret    conferences,  erwise  Uian  in  virtue  of  some  secret  agree* 

without  any  secretary,  or  other   assistant;  ment  between  him  the  said  Scindiaand  War* 

and  the  said  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  ren  Hastings,  entered  into  by  the  latter  with* 

the  court  of  directors  any  minutes  thereof^  out  the  knowledge  of  his  colleaf^es,  aad  tht 

but  bath  purposely  involved  even  the  general  government,  and  never  commanicated  to  thf 

effect  and  tendency  of  these  conferences  in  court  of  directors.     And  secondly,  he  did,  in 

such  obscurity,  that  it  is  no  otherwise  possi-  order  to  further  the  designs  of  the  Mahrattas, 

ble  to  perceive  the  drift  and  tendency  of  the  contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  Mogiul 

same,  but  by  the  general  scope  of  counsels  and  his  authority  by  setting  on  foot,  throngfa 

and  acts  relative  to  the  politics  of  the  Mogul,  the  aforesaid  Major  Browne,  sundry  perplex- 

and  of  the  Mahrattas  together,  and  by  the  d-  ed  and  intricate  negotiatoins,  contrary  to  pub> 

nal  event  of  the  whole,  which  is  sufficiently  lie  faith,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  British  na- 

visible.     For,  tion;  by  which  he  did  exceedingly  increase  the 

confusion  and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's  court, 

XIX. — That  the  said  Hastings  had  do-  exposing  the  said  Mogul  to  new  indignities, 

dared,  in  his  said  letter  of  the  16th  June,  insults,  and  distresses,  and  almost  all  of  the 

1784,  that  the  Mogul's  right  to  our  assistance  northren  parts  of  India  to  great  and  ruinous 

had  been  constantly  acknowledged ;  that  the  convulsions,  until  three  out  of  four  of  the 

Mogul  had  been  oppressed  by  the  lesser  Ma-  principal  chieflains,  some  of  them  possessing 

homedan  princes  in  the  character  of  his  ofli-  the  territories  lately  belonging  to  Nudjiff 

cers  of  state,  and  military  commanders ;  and  Cawn,  and  maintaining  among  them  eighty 

he  did  plainly  intimate,  that  the  said  Mogul  thousand  troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and  some 

ought  to  be  relieved  from  that  servitude.    And  of  which  chiefii  were  the  ministers  aforesaid, 

he  did,  in  giving  an  account  to  the  court  of  being  cut  off  by  their  mutual  disseotioos, 

directors  of  the  conferences  aforesaid,  assure  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  being  at  length  deliver- 

them,  that "  his  inclinations  [the  inclinations  ed  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia  be^ 

of  the  Mahratta  chief  aforesaid]  were  not  came  uncontrolled  ruler  of  the  roysX  army ; 

very  dissimilar   from  his   own ;"   and    that  and  the  person  of  the  Mogul,  with  the  use  of 

"  neither  in  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance,  all  his  pretensions  and  claims,  fell  into  the 

would  he  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  into  mea-  hands  of  a  nation  already  too  powerful,  to- 

Bures,  which  shall  tend  to  weaken  their  con-  gether  with    an  extensive   territory,  which 

nexion,  nor  in  thi»  even  to  oppose  his  [the  said  entirely  covers  the  company's  possessions  and 

chief's]  inclinationa ;"  the  said  Hastings  well  dependencies  on  one  side,  and  particularly 

knowing,  as  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Muir  he  those  of  the  nabob  of  Oude. 
has  confessed,  that  the  inclinations  of  the  said 

Scindia  were  to  seize  on  the  Mogul's  territo-  XX. — That  the  circumstances  of  these 
ries,  and  that  he  himself  did  secretly  concur  countries  did,  in  the  opini(H)  of  the  said  War- 
therein,  though  he  did  not  formally  insert  his  ren  Hastings  himself,  sufficiently  inHirat^*  to 
conciurrence  in  the  treaty  with  the  said  Mah-  him  the  necessity  of  not  aggrandizing  any 
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• « « 

power  whatioevor  on  dMir  borden,  he  having  And  6nally,  the  said  Warren  Haitingi,  in  oon* 

in  the  aforesaid  letter  of  the  16th  of  June,  tradiction  to  sundry  declarations  of  his  own, 

giTOi  a  deliberate  opinion  of  the  situation  of  concerning  the  necessity  of  curbing  the  power 

Oude,  in  the  words  following :  "  that,  whilst  of  theMahrattas,  and  to  the  principle  of  sundry 

we  are  at  peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it  measures  undertaken  by  himself  professedly  for 

is  only  in  this  quarter  that  your  possessions  un-  that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  house  of 

der  the  government  of  Bengal  are  vulnerable."  commons,  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  S8th 

And  he  did  further  in  the  said  letter  state,  that,  May,  1782,  against  any  measures,  that  tend- 

*'  if  things  had  continued  as  they  had  been  to  that  ed  to  unite  the  dangerous  powers  of  the  Mah* 

time  with  a-  divided,  government,"  [viz.  the  ratta  empire  under  one  active  command,  has 

company's  and  the  vizier's,  which  sovemment  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  company,  that, 

he  had  himself  established,  and  under  which  it  **  while  Scindia  lives,  every  accession  of  ter- 

ever  must  in  a  great  degree  remain,  whilst  the  ritory  obtained  by  him  will  be  an  advantage 

said  country  continues  in  a  state  of  depend-  to  this  [the  British]  government ;"  which,  if 

eace]   *'  the  tUghtesl  shock  from  a  foreign  it  was  true  as  respecting  the  personal  dis- 

hand,  or  even  an  accidental  internal  eommih,  positions  of  Scindia,  which  there  is  no  rea^ 

lioii,  might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  confu-  son  to  believe,  yet  it  was  highly  criminal  to 

sion,  and  produced  the  most  fatal  consequen-  establish  a  power  in  the  Mahrattas,  which 

ees."    In  this  perilous  situation  he  made  the  must  survive  the  man,  in  confidence  of  whose 

above-recited  sacrifices  to  the  ambition  of  the  personal  dispositions  a  power  more  than  per^ 

Mahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so  actively  coun-  sonal  was  given,  and  which  may  hereafter 

tenance  and  forwkrd  their  proceedings,  and  (all  into  hands  disposed  to  make  a  more  hos- 

with  so  fiill  a  sense  of  their  effect,  that  in  tile  use  of  it. 
his  minute  of  the  24th  December,  1784,  he 

has  declared,   that  in  the  countries,  which        XXII.— That  in  consequence  of  all  the 

border  on  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  vizier,  before-recited  intrigues,  the  Mogul  emperour 

or  OB  that  quarter  of  our  own,  in  effect  there  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Mahrattas,  he,  the 

if  no  other  power.^^    And  he  did  further  ad-  said  Mogul,  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the 

mit,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mahratta  chief  bead  of  the  Mahratta  state  to  be  vicegerent 

aforesaid,  so  near  the  borders  of  the  nabob's  of  the  Mogul  empire,  an  authority  which  su- 

dominions,  was  no  cause  of  suspicion ;  for,  persedes  that  of  vizier,  and  has  thereby  con- 

"  that  it  is  the  effect  of  hit  oum  eolicitationf  solidated  in  the  Mahratta  state  all  the  powers 

and  is  ao  far  the  effect  of  an  act  of  that  go-  acknowledged  to  be  of  legal  authority  in  In* 

vemment.  dia ;  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  ac- 
quired, and  have  actually  already  attempted 

XXI.— That,  in  further  pursuit  of  the  to  use,  the  said  claims  of  general  superi- 

same  pernicious  design,  he,  tlie  said  Warren  ority  against  the  company  itself;  the  Mah- 

Hastings  did  enter  into  an  agreement  to  with-  rattas  claiming  a  right  in  themselves,  to  a 

draw  a  very  great  body  of  the  British  troops  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  provin- 

out   of  the   nabob's  dominions;    asserting,  ces  in  the  company's  possession,  and  claiming, 

however  truly,  yet  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  in  right  of  the  Mogul,  the  tribute  due  to  him ; 

own   declarations,    that  "this    government  by  which  actings  and  doings  the  said  Hastings 

[meaning  the  British  government]  has  not  any  has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought  the  Bri- 

right  to  force  defence  with  its  maintenance  tish  provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  on 

upon  him  "  [the  nabob ;]  and  he  did  thus  not  the  Mahratta  state  ;  and  in  order  to  add  to 

only  avowedly  aggrandize  the  Mahratta  state,  the  aforesaid  enormous  claims  a  proportion- 

and  weaken  the  defence  upon  the  frontier,  but  ed  force,  he  did  never  cease,  during  his  stay 

did  as  avowedly  detain  their  captain-general  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  its  in- 

in  force  on  that  very  frontier,  notwitbstand-  crease  :  for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one 

ing   he  was  well    apprized    that    they  bad  great  object  of  the  Mahratta  policy  is  to 

designs  against  those  dependent  territories  of  unite  under  their  dominion  the  nation  or  reli- 

Oude,  which  they  had  with  difficulty  been  per-  gious  sect  of  the  seiks,  who  being  a  people 

suaded,  even  in  appearance,  to  include  in  the  abounding  with  soldiers,  and  possessing  large 

treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  they  have  never  re-  territories,  would  extend  the  Mahratta  power 

nounced  their  claims  upon  certain  large  and  over  the  whole  of  the  Vast  countries  to  the 

Taluable   portions  of  them,  and  have  shown  north-west  of  India, 
evident  signs  of  their  intentions,  on  the  first  . 
opportunity,  of  asserting  and  enforcing  them.        XXIII. — That  the  sud  Warren  Hastingt, 

Vol.  III.— 16 
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further  to  angmflot  the  power  of  the  said  Mah-  the  mid  HasthigB,  being  determined  to  pur- 
rattas,  and  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  sue  his  scheme  for  aggrandizing,  at  any  rate, 
British  possessions,  having  established  in  the  Mabratta  power,  in  whose  adult  growth, 
force  the  said  Mohrattas  on  the  frontier,  as  and  the  recent  effects  of  it,  he  could  see  oo 
afore  recited,  and  finding  the  council-general  danger,  did  pursue  the  design  of  war  against 
averse  in  that  situation  to  the  withdrawing  a  nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its  in&ncy, 
the  British  forces  therefrom,  and  for  disband-  from  whom  he  had  received  no  injury,  and  in 
ing  them  to  the  extent  required  by  the  said  whose  present  state  of  government  he  did  oot 
Hastings,  did  in  a  minute  of  the  4th  Decern-  apprehend  any  mischief  whatsoever;  and 
ber,  1784,  after  stating  a  supposition,  that,  finding  the  council  fixed  and  determined  on 
contrary  to  his  opinion,  the  said  troops  should  not  disbanding  the  frontier  regiments,  and 
not  be  reduced,  propose  to  employ  them  under  thinking,  that  therein  he  had  found  aa  advan- 
the  command  of  the  Mogul's  son,  then  under  tage,  he  did  ground  therein  the  foUowing 
the  influence  of  the  Mahrattas,  in   a  war     proposition : 

against  the  aforesaid  people  or  religious  sect  **  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is 
called  seiks,  defending  the  same  on  the  follow-  to  be  continued,  it  may  be  surely  better  c<xi- 
ing  principles  :  "  I  feel  the  sense  of  an  obli-  tinued  for  some  useful  purpose,  than  to  keep 
gation  imposed  on  me,  by  the  supposition  I  up  the  parade  of  a  great  military  corps  de- 
have  made,  to  state  the  mode  of  rendering  the  signed  mt'rely  to  lie  inactive  in  its  quarters, 
detachment  of  use  in  its  prescribed  station.  On  this  ground,  therefore,  and  on  the  sup- 
and  of  affording  the  appearance  of  a  cause  position  premised,  I  revert  to  ray  original 
for  its  retention."  sentiments  in  favour  of  the  prince's  plan ; 

but  as  this  will   require  some  qualification 
XXIV. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  ad-     in  the  execution  of  it,  I  will  state  my  re- 
mit, that  there  was  no  present  danger  to  the     commendation  of  it  in  the  terms  of  a  prO^ 
company's  possessions  from  that  nation,  which     position,  viz.  That  if  it  shall  be  the  resolu- 
could  justify  him  in  such  a  war,  as  he  had  de-     tion  of  the  board  to  continue  the  detachment 
clared,  that  the  Mahrattas  were   the  only     now  under   the  command   of  Colonel    Sir 
power,  that  bordered  on  the  company's  posses-     John  Cumraing  at  Furruckabad  ;  and  if  the 
sions  and  those  of  the  vizier ;  but  he  did  as-     prince  Mirza  Jehander  Sh§ii shall  apply,  vnth 
sign  as  a  reason  ibr  going  to  war  with  them,     the  authority  of  the  king,  and  the  concurrence 
their  military  and  enthusiastic  spirit ;   the     of  Madajee  Scindia,  for  the  assistance  of  an 
hardiness  of  their  natural  constitution ;  the     English  military  force,  to  act  in  conjunction 
dangers,   which  might  arise  from  them   in     with  him,  to  expel  the  seiks  from  the  ter- 
some  future  time,  if  they  should  ever  happen     ritories,  of  which  they  have  lately  possessed 
to  be  united  under  one  head,  they  existing  at     themselves  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may 
present  in  a  state  little  different  from  anarchy;     be  granted,  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said  de- 
and  he  did  predict  great  danger  from  them,     tachment  allotted  to  that  service  as  shall  be 
and  at  no  very  remote  period,  "  if  this  people     hereailer  judged  adequate  to  it." 
be  permitted  to  grow  into  maturity  without 

interruption,"  And  though  he  doth  pretend,  XXVI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
that  the  solicitations  of  the  heir  apparent  of  did,  in  the  said  proposal,  endeavour  to  circum- 
the  Mogul,  who,  he  says,  did  repeatedly  and  vent  and  overreach  the  council>general,  by 
earnestly  solicit  him  to  obtain  the  permission  converting  an  apparent  and  literal  compliance 
to  use  the  company's  troops  for  the  purpose  with  their  resolution  into  a  real  and  substan- 
aforesaid,  had  weight  with  him  ;  yet  he  doth  tial  opposition  to,  and  disappointment  thereof, 
declare,  as  he  expresses  himself  in  the  min-  For  his  first  proposal  was  to  withdraw  the 
ute  aforesaid,  that  "  a  stronger  impulse,  aris-  company's  troops  from  the  vizier's  country,  oo 
ing  from  the  hope  of  blasting  the  growth  of  a  the  pretence  of  relieving  him  from  the  bur- 
generation,  whose  strength  might  become  fatal  then  of  that  establishment,  but  in  reality  with 
to  our  own,  strongly  pleaded  in  my  mind  for  a  view  of  facilitating  the  Mahratta  preten- 
supporling  his  wishes."  sions  on  that  province,  which  would  then  be 

deprived  of  the  means  of  defence.  And 
XXV.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  the  council  rejected  the  said  proposal, 
after  forcibly  recommending  the  plan  afore-  on  the  express  ground  of  danger  to  the  pro- 
said,  did  state  strong  objections,  that  did,  "  in  vince,  by  withdrawing  from  the  Mahrattas  the 
his  judgment,  outweigh  the  advantages,  which  restraint  of  our  troops,  the  said  Hastings, 
might  arise  from  a  compliance  with  it.'*    Yet     finding  his  first  scheme  in  fiivour  of  the  M^ 
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nttas  against  the  provlnoM  dependent  on  the  jndgmeiit  of  the  Mnruits  in  that  eettlenent, 

company  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  coun-  and  to  gain  from  tbem  a  Actiouf  oountenaBoa 

dl  to  concur  in  the  said  measure  of  withdraw-  and  support,  previous  to  the  judgment  and 

ing  the  troops,  did  then  endeavour  to  obtain  opinion  of  the  court  of  directors,  his  lawful 

the  same  purpose  in  a  different  way ;  and  in*  superiours. 
stead  of  leaving  the  troops,  according  to  the 

intention  and  policy  of  the  council,  as  a  check  III.— That  the  court  of  directors  having 

to  the  ambition  and  progress  of  the  Mah>  come  to  certain  resolutions  of  fact  relative  to 

rattas,  he  proposed  to  employ  them  in  the  ao-  the  engagements  subsisting    between  theoi 

tual  furtherance  of  those  schemes  of  aggran-  and  the  rajah  of  Benares,  and  the  manner  in 

dizement,  of  which  his  colleagues  were  jeal-  which  the  same  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part 

ous,  and  which  it  was  the  object  of  their  re-  of  the  rajah,  did,  in  the   fifth    resolution) 

solution  to  counteract.  which  was  partly  a  resolution  of  opinion,  do* 

clare  as  follows :— "  That  it  appears  to  this 

XXVII. — That  in  the  whole  of  the  let-  court  that  the  conduct  of  the  govemour-gene* 

ters,  negotiations,  proposals,  and  projects  of  ral  towards  the  rajah  whilst  he  was  at  Be* 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  relative  to  the  Mo-  nares,  was  improper ;  and  that  the  imprison* 

gul,  he  did  appear  to  pursue  but  one  object,  ment  of  his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him 

namely,  the  aggrandizement  of  the  lately  hos-  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  and  others,  was 

tile  and  always  dangerous  power  of  the  Mah-  unwarrantable  and  highly  impolitic,  and  may 

rattas  ;  and  did  pursue  the  same  by  means  tend  to  weaken  the  confidence,  which  the  nft* 

highly  dishonourable  to  the  British  character  tive  princes  of  India  ought  to  have  ia  the  jua* 

for  honour,  justice,  candour,  plain-dealing,  tice  and  moderation  of  the  company's  govern* 

moderation,  and  humanity.  raent." 


■  t y. — That  the  said  rraolutions  being  trans* 

mitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he,  tba 

Xtx.   LifiEL    oir  THX    COURT  ot  Said  Warren  Hastings,  did  write,  wad  cauM 

DIRECTORS.  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  certain  &lae, 

insolent,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  pur- 

I. — That    Warren   Hastings,    Esquire,  porting  to  be  a  tetter  from  him,  the  said 

was,  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1783,  a  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  directors, 

servant  of  the  East-India  company,  and  was  dated  Fort  William,  20th  March,  1783,  **  cal* 

bound  by  the  duties  of  that  relation  not  only  culated  [as  the  directors  truly  affirm]  to  bring 

to  yield  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  court  contempt,  as  well  as  an  odium,  on  the  court  of 

of  directors,  but  to  give  to  the  whole  of  their  directors  for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion  ;** 

service  an  example  of  submission,  reverence,  and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to 

and  respect  to  their  authority :  and   that  if  excite  a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lawful 

they  should  in  the  course  of  their  duty  call  government  of  this  nation  in  India  through 

ill  question  any  part  of  his  conduct,  he  was  all  ranks  of  their  service, 
bound  to  conduct  his  defence  with  temper 

and   decency ;  and  while   his  conduct  was  V. — That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

under  their  consideration,  it  was  not  allowed  among  other  insolent  and  contumacious  charges 

ble  to  print  and  publish  any  of  his  letters  to  and  aspersions  on  the  court  of  directors,  did 

them,  without  their  consent  first  had  and  ob-  address  them  in  the  printed  letter  aforesaid, 

tained ;  and  he  was  bound  by  the  same  princi-  as  follows  :-^"  I  deny,  that  Rajah  Cheit  Sing 

pies  of  duty,  enforced  by  still  more  cogent  was  a  native  prince  of  India.     Cheit  Sing 

reasons,  to  observe,  in  a  paper  intended  for  Is  the  son  of  a  collector  of  the  revenue  of  that 

publication,  great  modesty  and  moderation,  province,  which  his  arts,  and  the  misfortunes 

and  to  treat  the  said  court  of  directors,  his  of  his  master,  enabled  him  to  convert  to  a 

lawful  masters,  with  respect.  permanent  and  hereditary  possession.     This 

man,  whom  you  have  tkua  ranked  among  the 

II. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  prince*  of  India^  will   be  astonished,  when 

print  and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  he  hears  it,  at  an  elevation  so  unlocked  for ; 

published,  at  Calcutta  in  Bengal,  the  narrative  nor  less  at  the  independent  rights  which  your 

of  his  transactions  at  Benares,  in  a  letter  commands  have  assigned  him ;  rights,  whidi 

written  at  that  place,  without  leave  had  of  the  are  so  foreign  to  hie  conceptiontf  that  Idoubi 

court  of  directors,  in  order  to  pre-occupy  the  whether  he  wiU  know  in  what  langtu^  to 
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mrt  them ;  unitt  the  enmplo,  wkieh  you  kav€  Ue,  and  highly  impolitic,"  to  an  ofienoe  lo  by 
thought  it  eonsUUnt  with  juftice,  however  op-  them  charged,  and  by  him  described.    And 
pooite  to  policy  f  to  show,  of  becoming  hi*  advo-  though  it  be  true,  that  the  expressions  afore> 
eatee  ag€Un8t  your  own  intereatSj  should  inspire  said  are  much  too  reserved  for  the  purpose  of 
any  of  your  own  servants  to  be  his  advisers  and  duly  characterizing  the  offences  of  the  said 
instructers"  And  he  did  further,  to  bring  into  Hastings,  yet  was  it  in  him  most  indecent  to 
contempt  the  authority  of  the  company,  and  Ubel  the  court  of  directors  for  the  same ;  and 
to  excite  a  resistance  to  their  lawful  orders,  his  implication,  from  the  tenderness  of  the 
frame  a  supposition,  that  the  court  of  direct-  epithets  and  descriptions  aforesaid  used  to- 
ors  had  intended  the  restoration  of  the  rajah,  wards  him,  was  not  only  indecent  but  uu- 
of  Benares ;  on  that  ground  did  presume  in  grounded,    malicious,    and    scandalous ;  be 
the  said  libel  to  calumniate,  in  disrespectful  having  himself  highly,  though  truly,  aggra- 
and  contumelious  terms,  the  policy  of  the  vated  *'  the  charge  of  the   injuries  d(Mie  by 
courtof  directors,  as  well  as  the  person  whom  him  to  the  rajah  of  Benares,'*  in  order  to 
he  did  conceive  to  be  the  object  of  their  pro-  bring  the  said  directors  into  contempt  and 
tection,  as  followeth : — ^*  Of  the  consequences  suspicion ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said  libel  be- 
of  such  a  policy,  I  forbear  to  speak.     Most  ing  as  follow  :  **  Here  1  must  crave  leave  to 
happUy  the  wretch^  whose  hopes  may  be  excited  say,  that  the  terms  *  improper,  unwarranta- 
by  the  appearances  in  his  favour^  is  Ul  quali-  ble,  and  highly  impolitic,'  are  much  too  gen- 
Jled  to  avail  himself  of  them^  and  the  forces  tie,  as  deductions  from  such  premises ;  and  as 
which  is  stationed  in  the  province  of  Benares,  every  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel, 
is  snj^dent  to  suppress  any  symptoms  of  inter-  as  he  reads,  the  deductions,  which  inevitably 
nal  sedition  i  but  it  cannot  fail  to  create  dis-  belong  to  them,  I  will  add,  that  the  strict 
trust  and  suspense  in  the  minds  both  of  the  performance  of  solemn  engagements  on  one 
rulers  and  of  the  people,  and  such  a  state  is  part,  followed  by  acts  directly  subversive  ci 
always  productive  of  disorder.     But  it   is  them,  and  by  total  dispossession  on  the  other, 
not  in  this  partial  consideration  that  I  dread  stamps  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  latter  the 
the  effects  of  your  commands ;  it  is  in  your  guilt  of  the  greatest   possible  violation  of 
proclaimed  indisposition  against  the  first  exe-  faith  and  justice." — "There  is  an  appear- 
cative  member  of  your  first  government  in  ance  of  tenderness  in  this  deviation  from  plain 
India.     I  almost  shudder  at  the  reflection  of  construction,  of  which,   however  meant,  I 
what  might  have  happened,  had  these  denunci-  have  a  right  to  complain  ;  because  it  imposes 
ations  against  your  own  minbter,  in  favour  of  on  me  the  necessity  of  framing  the  terms  of 
a  man  universally  considered  in  this  part  of  the  accusation  against    myself,   which   you 
the  world  as  justly  attainted  for  his  crimes,  the  have  only  not  made,  but  have  stated  the  lead- 
murderer  of  your  servants  and  soldiers,  and  ing  arguments  to  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one, 
the  rebel    to  your  authority,  arrived   two  who  reads  these  can  avoid  making  it,  or  mot 
months  earlier."  know  it  to  have  been  intended" 

VI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did        VH. — That  the  said  Hastings,  being  well 

also  presume  to  censure  and  asperse  the  court  aware  that  his  own  declarations  did  ccmtain 

of  directors  for  the  moderate  terms  in  which  the  clearest  condemnation  of  his  own  omduct 

they  had  expressed  their  displeasure  against  fi'om  his  own  pen,  did,  in  the  said  libel,  at- 

bim,  as  putting  him  under  the  necessity  of  Stat-  tempt  to  overturn,  fi-ustrate  and  render  of 

ing  in  his  defence  a  strong  accusation  against  none  effect,  all  the  proo&  to  be  given  of  pre- 

himself ;  and  as  implying  in  the  said  court  varication,  contradiction,  and  opposition  of 

a  consciousness,  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  action  to  principle,  which  can  be  used  against 

offences  charged  upon  him,  being,  as  he  as-  men  in  public  trust,  and  did  contend,  that  the 

serts,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  direc-  same  could  not  be  used  against  him  ;  and,  as 

tors,  "  arraigned  and  prejudged  of  a  violation  if  false  assertions  could  be  justified  by  factious 

qf  national  faith  in  acts  of  such  complicated  motives,  he  did  endeavour  to  do  away  the 

aggravation^  that^  if  they  were  true,  no  pun-  authority  of  his  own  deliberate,  recorded  de- 

tehment    SHORT    OF  DEATH  could  clarations,  entered  by  him  in  writing  on  the 

atone  for  the  injury  which  the  interest  and  council-books  of  the  presidency ;  for  after  as- 

eredit  <^  the  public  had  sustained  in  them  :"  serting,  but  not  attempting  to  prove,  that  his 

and  he  did  therefore  censure  the  said  court  for  declarations  were  consistent  with  his  ctmdact, 

Applying  no  stronger  or  more  criminating  he  writes  in  the  said  libel  as  follows :  for 

tpithetf  than  those  of  "  improper,  unwarranta-  <*  were  it  otherwise,  they  were  not  to  be  madt 
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the  rules  of  my  condact;  uid  God  forbid,  ceived  the  first  nominal  charge  of  your  afikin: 

that  every  expression  dictated  by  the  impulse  in  the  course  of  it  I  have  invariably  had  to 

of  present  emergency,  and  unpremeditately  contend,   not  with  ordinary  difficulties,  but 

ottered  in  the  heat  of  party  contention,  should  such  as  most  unnaturcUly  arose  from  the  op^ 

impose  upon  me  the  obligation  of  a  fixed  prin-  position  of  those  very  powers  from  tohich  I 

ciple,  and  be  applied  to  every  variable  oc-  primarily  derived  my  authorUy^  and  which 

casion."  were  required  for  the  support  of  it.     My  ex- 
ertions, though  applied  to  an  unvaried  and 

yill. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  order  consistent  line  of  action,  have  been  occasion- 
to  draw  the  lawful  dependence  of  the  servants  al  and  desultory  ;  yet  I  please  myself  with 
of  the  company  from  the  court  of  directors  to  the  hope,  that  in  the  annals  of  your  dominion 
a  factious  dependence  on  himself,  did,  in  the  which  shall  be  written  after  the  extinction  of 
libel  aforesaid,  treat  the  acts  and  appoint-  recent  prejudices,  this  term  of  its  admin- 
ments  of  their  undoubted  authority,  when  ex-  istration  will  appear  not  the  least  conducive 
ercised  in  opposition  to  his  arbitrary  will,  as  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  nor  the  least 
ruinous  to  their  affairs,  in  the  following  reflective  of  the  honour  of  the  British  name ; 
terms  :  *'  It  is  as  well  known  to  the  Indian  and  allow  me  to  suggest  the  instructive  refleo- 
world,  as  to  the  court  of  English  proprie-  tion  of  wftat  good  might  have  been  doncj  and 
tors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instruments  of  what  evil  prevented,  had  due  support  been 
the  dissolution  of  my  influence,  in  the  year  given  to  that  administration,  which  has  per- 
1774,  were  Mr.  John  Bristow  and  Mr.  Fran-  formed  such  eminent  and  substantial  services 
cis  Fowke.      By  your  ancient  and  known  withoiUit.^* 

constitution  the  governour  has  been  ever  held  And  the  said  Hastings,  Airther  to  render 
forth  and  understood  to  possess  the  ostensible  the  authority  of  the  said  court  perfectly  con- 
powers  of  government;  all  the  correspond-  temptible,  doth,  in  a  strain  of  exultation  for  his 
ence  with  foreign  princes  is  conducted  in  his  having  escaped  out  of  a  measure  in  which 
name  ;  and  every  person  resident  with  them  by  his  guilt  he  had  involved  the  company  in. 
for  the  management  of  your  political  concerns  a  ruinous  war,  and  out  of  which  it  had  ee- 
is  understood  to  be  more  especially  his  repre-  caped  by  a  sacrifice  of  almost  all  the  territo- 
sentative,  and  of  his  choice — and  such  ought  ries  before  acquired  (from  that  enemy  which  he 
to  be  the  rule ;  for  how  otherwise  can  they  had  made)  either  by  war,  or  former  treaties, 
trust  an  agent  nominated  against  the  will  of  and  by  the  abandoning  the  company's  allies 
his  principal  ?  When  the  state  of  this  admin-  to  their  mercy,  attribute  the  said  supposed 
istration  was  such  as  seemed  to  admit  of  the  services  to  his  acting  in  such  a  manner  as 
appointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  residency  had  on  former  occasions  excited  their  displea- 
ik  Lucknow  without  much  diminution  of  my  sure,  in  the  following  words : 
own  influence,  I  gladly  seized  the  occasion  "  Pardon,  honourable  sirs,  this  digressiv« 
to  show  my  readiness  to  submit  to  your  com-  exultation  ;  I  cannot  suppress  the  pride  which 
mands ;  I  proposed  his  nomination ;  he  was  I  feel  in  this  successful  achievement  of  a 
nominated  and  declared  to  be  the  agent  of  my  measure  so  fortunate  for  youi*  interests,  and 
own  choice.  Even  this  eflTect  of  my  caution  the  national  hcmour ;  for  that  pride  is  the 
is  defeated  by  your  absolute  command  for  source  of  my  zeal,  so  frequently  exerted  in 
his  re-appointment  independent  of  me,  and  your  support,  and  never  more  happily  than  in 
with  the  supposition,  thcU  I  should  be  adverse  those  instances  in  v^ich  I  have  deptaiedfrom 
to  it.  I  am  now  wholly  deprived  of  my  offi-  the  prescribed  and  beaten  path  of  action,  ami 
cial  powers,  both  in  the  province  of  Oude,  and  assumed  a  re^>onsU>ility  which  has  too  frtm 
in  the  zemindary  of  Benares."  quently  drawn  on  me  the  most  pointed  ^eete 

of  your  displeasure.    But  however  I  may 

IX.— That  fiirther  to  emancipate  others  yield  to  my  private  feelings  in  thus  enlarging 

and  himself  from  due  obedience  to  the  court  on  the  subject,  my  motive  in  introducing  it 

of  directors,  he  did,  in  the  libel  aforesaid,  en-  was  immediately  connected  with  its  context, 

banco  his  services ;  which,  without  specifica-  and  was  to  contrast  the  actual  state  of  ymar  jm- 

tien  or  proof,  he  did  suppose  in  the  said  libel  litical  qffairs^  derived  from  a  hetppier  m|/Im« 

to  be  important  and  valuable,  by  representing  ence,  with  that  which  might  have  attended  an 

them  as  done  under  their  displeasure;  and  etfrlier  dissoMon  of  it;"  and  he  did  vakw 

doth  attribute  his  not  having  done  more  to  their  himself  upon  **  the  patience  and  temper  with 

(^p|X)sition,  as^lloweth :— <<  It  is  now  aoom-  which  he  had  submitted  to  all  the  indignitiei 

plete  period  of  eleven  years  since  I  first  re-  which  have  besn  heaped  vpefi  him  [aaeaAiflf 
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hf  the  nid  eoort  of  direetora]  in  this  long  attempt  to  justify  his  publication  of  the  sail 

•anrice :"  and  he  did  insolently  attribute  to  an  libelloos  letter  to  and  agunst  the  court  of  di- 

unusual  strain  of  zeal  for  their  service,  that  rectors  by  asserting  therein,  that  these  resolu- 

be  "  persevered  in  the  VIOLENT  MAIN-  tions  [meaning  the  resolutions  of  the  court 

TENANCE  OF  HIS  OFFICE."  of  directors,  relative  to  the  rajah  of  Beaares] 

**  were  eithar  published,  or  intended  for  pub* 

X. — That  in  order  further  to  excite  the  lication  ;"  evidently  proving,  that  he  did  tike 
spirit  of  disobedience  in  the  company's  ser-  this  unwarrantable  course  without  any  suffi- 
vants  to  the  lawful  authority  set  over  them,  cient  assurance  that  the  ground  and  motive 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  treat  con-  by  him  assigned  had  any  existence, 
temptuously  and  ironically  the  supposed  dis- 
position of  the  company's  servants  to  obey  ■ 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  in  the 

words  following :  "  the  recal  of  Mr.  Mark-  xx.  m abbatta  war,  and  peace. 
ham,  who  was  known  to  be  the  public  agent 

of  my  own  nomination  at  Benares,  and  the  I. — That  by  an  act  passed  in  1773,  it 
re-appointment  of  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  by  was  expressly  ordered  and  provided,  **  that  it 
your  order,  contained   in  the  same  letter,  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  president  and 
would  place  it  [the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing]  council  at  Madras,  Bombay,  or  Bencoolen, 
beyond  a  doubt.     Thia  order  ka»  been  obey-  for  the  time  being,  to  make  any  orders  for 
§d  ;  and  whenever  you  thall  be  pleaeed  to  commencing  hostilities,  or  declaring  or  mak- 
order  the  restoration  of  Cheit   Sing  I  will  ing  war,  againnt  any  Indian  princes  or  powen, 
veiUure  to  promiae  the  tame  ready  and  exact  or  for  negotiating  or  concluding  any  treaty  of 
aubmieeion  in  the  other  membere  of  the  coun^  peace,  or  other  treaty,  with  any  stich  Indian 
eil  .**'  and  he  did,  in  the  postscript  of  the  said  princes  or  powers,  without  the  consent  and 
letter,  and  as  on  recollection,  endeavour  to  approbation  of  the    govemour- general  and 
make  a  reparation  of  honour  to  his  said  col-  council  first  had  and  obtained,  except  in  sudi 
leagues,  as  if  his  expressions  aforesaid  had  oases  of  imminent  neeeanty  as  would  render 
arisen  from  animosity  to  them,  as  follows  e  it  dangerous  to  postpone  such  hostilities  or 
"  upon  a  careful  revisal  of  what  I  have  writ-  treaties  until  the  orders  from  the  govervour- 
ten,  I  fear  that  an  expression,  which  I  have  general  and  council  might  arrive.*'     Thatne- 
used  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of  the  vertheless  the  president  and  council  of  Bom- 
board,  in  the  event  of  orders  being  received  bay  did,  in  December,  1774,  without  the  c<hi-' 
for  the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing,  may  be  sent  and  approbation  of  the  govemour-gene- 
construed  as  intimating  a  sense  of  dissa-  ral  and  council  of  Fort  William,  and  in  the 
tisfaction,  applied    to  transactions    already  midst  of  profound  peace,  commence  an  un- 
past.    It  is  not  my  intention  to  complain  of  just  and  improvoked  war  against  the  Mahrat- 
any  one."  ta  government ;  did  conclude  a  treaty  with  a 

certain  person,  a  fugitive  from  that  govern- 

XI.— That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  acts  of  ment,  and  proscribed  by  it,  named  Ragonaat 
injury  aforesaid  to  the  rajah  of  Benares,  did  Row,  or  Ragoba ;  and  did,  under  various 
assume  and  arrogate  to  himself  an  illegal  base  and  treacherous  pretences,  invade  and 
authority  therein,  and  did  maintain  that  the  conquer  the  island  of  Saisette,  belonging  to 
acts  done  in  consequence  of  that  measure  the  Mahratta  government, 
were  not  revocable  by  any  subsequent  autho- 
rity, in  the  following  words  :  '*  If  you  should  II.— That  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  first 
proceed  to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  advices  received  in  Bengal  of  the  above  trans- 
Sing  to  the  zemindary,  from  which,  by  the  actions,  did  condemn  the  same  in  the  strongest 
powera  which  I  legally  poaaeaaed^  and  conceive  terms  ,*  declaring,  that  "  the  measures  adopt- 
myself  legally  bound  to  aaaert  against  any  aub^  ed  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  a  tenden- 
aefuent  authority  to  the  contrary f  derived  cy  to  a  very  extensive  and  indefinite  scene  of 
from  the  same  common  aoureCf  he  was  dispos-  troubles ;  and  that  their  conduct  was  unsea- 
tessed  for  crimes  of  the  greatest  enormity,  sonable,  impolitic,  unjust,  and  unauthorized." 
and  your  council  shall  resolve  to  execute  the  And  the  govemour-general  and  council,  in 
order,  I  will  instantly  give  up  my  station  and  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  unjust  hostili- 
the  service."  ties,  did    appoint  an  ambassadour    to    the 

peshwa  or  chief  of  the  Mahratta  state,  resi- 

XU.— That  tbii  said  Warren  Hastings  did  dent  at  Poona;  and  the  said  ambaasadoiir 
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did,  after  a  long  negotiation,  conclude  a  de-  ber,  1777,  in  which    they  declared,  **  that 

finitive  treaty  of  peace  with  the  said  peshwa  they  had  agreed  to  give  encouragement  to  a 

OQ  terms  highly  honourable  and  beneficial  to  party  formed  in  Ragoba's  favour,  and  flatter- 

the    £ast-India  company,  who  by  the  said  ed   themselves   they  should  meet   with   the 

treaty  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  a  cession  hearty  concurrence  of  the  governour-general 

of  considerable  tracts  of  country,  the  Mah-  and  council  in  the  measures  they  might  be 

ratta  share  of  the  city  of  Broach,  twelve  lacks  obliged  to  pursue  in  consequence."     That  the 

of  rupees  for  the  expenses  of  the  said  unjust  party  so  described  was  said  to  consist  of  four 

war,  and  particularly  the  island  of  Salsette,  principal  persons  in  the  Mahratta  state,  on 

of  which  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  pos-  whose  part  some  overtures  had  been  made  to 

sessed  themselves  by  surprise  and  treachery ;  Mr.  William  Lewis,  the  resident  of  Bom- 

that  in  return  for  these  extraordinary  conces-  bay,  at  Poona,  for  the  assiHance  qf  the  eom^ 

sions,  the  articles  principally  insisted  on  by  pany  to  bring  Ragoba  to  Poona.     That  the 

the   Mahrattas,  with  a  view  to  their  own  fu-  said  Warren  Hastings,  immediately  on  the  re- 

ture  tranquillity  and  internal  quiet,  were,  that  ceipt  of  the  preceding  advices,  did  propose 

no  assistance  should  be  given  to  any  subject  and  carry  it  in  council,  by  means  of  his  casting 

or  servant  of  the  peshwa j  that  should  cause  voice,  and  against  the  remonstrances,  argu- 

disturbances  or  rebellion  in  the  Mahratta  do-  ments,  and  solemn  protest  of  two  members  of 

minions,  and  particularly  that  the  English  the  supreme  council,  that  the  sanction  of  that 

Aould  not  assist  Ragonaut  Row^  to  whom  government  should  be  given  to  the  plan  which 

ihe  Mahrattas  agreed  to  allow  five  lacks  of  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay  had 

mpees  a  year,  or  a  jaghire  to  that  amount,  agreed  to  form  with  the  Mahratta  govem- 

inid  that  he  should  reside  at  Benares ;  that  ne-  ment ;  and  also,  that  a  supply  of  money  (to 

Tertheless,  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  did  the  amount  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees)  should  be 

receive  and  keep  Ragonaut  Row  at  Bombay,  immediately   granted  to    the  president  and 

did  furnish  him  with  a  considerable  establish-  council  of  Bombay  for  the  support  of  their 

ment,  and  continue  to  carry  on  secret  intrigues  engagements  above  mentioned ;  and  also,  that 

and  negotiations  with  him,  thereby  giving  just  a  military  force  should  be  sent  to  the  presi- 

ground  of  jealousy  and  distrust  to  the  Mah-  dency  of  Bombay.     That  in  defence  of  these 

ratta  state  ;  that  the  late  Colonel  John  Upton,  resolutions  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

by  whom  the  treaty  of  Poorunder  was  nego-  wisely  pretend  and  affirm,  "  that  the  resolu- 

tiated  and  concluded,  did  declare  to  the  go-  tion  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay  was  form- 

vemour-general  and  council,  *' that  while  Ra-  ed  on  such  a  case  of  imminent  necessity  as 

gonaut  Row  resides  at  Bombay  in  expecta-  would  have  rendered  it  dangerou"  to  postpone 

tion  of  being  supported,    the  ministers  can  the  execution  of  it  until  the  orders  from  the 

place   no  confidence  in  the  council  there ;  governour-general  and  council  might  arrive ; 

which  must  now  be  productive  of  the  greatest  and  that  the  said  presidency  of  Bombay  were 

inconveniences,  and   perhaps   in  the  end  of  warranted  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder  to  join 

fiUal  consequences."     That  the  said  Warren  in  a  plan  of  conducting  Ragonaut  Row  to 

Hastings,  concurring  with  his  council,  which  Poona  on  the  application  of  the  ruling  part  of 

then  consisted  of  Sir  John  Clavering,  Richard  the  Mahratta  state ;"  whereas  the  main  object 

Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquires,  did,  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattas, 

on  the  18th  of  August,  1777,  declare  to  the  and  to  obtain  which  they  made  many  important 

presidency  of  Bombay,  that  '^  he  could  see  concessions  to  the  India  company,  was,  that 

no  reason    to  doubt  that   the    presence  of  the  English  should  withdraw  their  forces,  and 

Ragoba  at   Bombay  would  continue  to  be  give  no  assistance  to  Ragoba,  and  that  he 

•a  insuperable  bar  to  the  completion  of  the  should  be  excluded  for  ever  from  any  share*  in 

treaty  concluded  with  the  Mahratta  govern-  their  government,  being  a  person  universaUy 

ment ;  nor  could  any  sincere  cordiality  and  held  in  abhorrence  in  the  Mahratta  empire ; 

good  understanding  be  established  with  them,  and  if  it  had  been  true  (instead  of  being,  as  it 

as  long  as  he  should  appear  to  derive  encour-  was  notoriously  false)  that  the  ruling  part  of 

agement  and    support  from    the    English."  the  administration  of  the  Mahratta  state  soli- 

That  Sir  John  Clavering  died  soon  afler,  and  cited  the  return  of  Ragonaut  Row  to  Poona, 

lliat  the  late  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire,  sue-  his  return  in  that  case  might  have  been  effeet- 

eeeded  to  a  seat  in  the  supreme  council.  That  ed  by  acts  of  their  own,  without  the  interposi* 

en  the  29th  of  January,  1778,  the  govemour-  tion  of  the  English  power,  and  without  our 

graeral  and  council  received  a  letter  firom  the  interference  in  their  affairs.     That  it  was  tha 

presidem^  of  Bombay,  dated  12th  Decern-  special  duty  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  d«> 
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rived  from  a  ^>6eitl  tnMtrepoted  in  him,  and  we  have  resolved  to  aneMible  a  wtnmg  aiU* 

Cwer  committed  to  him  by  parliament,  to  tary  force  near  Calpee,  the  commanding  offi- 

ve  restrained,  as  by  law  he  bad  authority  cer  of  which  is  to  be  ordered  to  march,  by  the 

to  do,  the  subordinate  presidency  of  Bombay,  most  practicable  route  to  Bombay,  or  to  such 

from  entering  into  hostilities  with  the  Mab«  other  places  as  future  occurrences,  and  your 

rattas,  or  from  making  engagements,  the  mani-  directions  to  him,  may  render  it  expedient." 

fest  tendency  of  which  was  to  enter  into  those  And  with  respect  to  the  steps  said  to  be  taking 

hostilities,  and  to  have  put  a  stop  to  them,  by  the  French  to  obtain  a  oeUUmeni  en  tkt 

if  any  such  had  been  begun.     That  he  was  Malabar  eocut,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

bound  by  the  duty  of  his  office  to  preserve  the  declare  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  "  that 

faith  of  the  British  government,  pledged  in  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  governour-general 

the  treaty  of  Pooruiider,  inviolate  and  sa-  and  council,  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 

cred,  as  well  as  by  the  special  orders  and  in-  in  forming  and  carrying  into  execution  such 

structions  of  the  East-India  company  to^^  measures  as  might  most  effectually  tend  to 

attention  to  tfu  preeervcUion  of  peace  throughout  frustrate  such  dangerous  designs :" — ^that  the 

India;  all  which  important  duties  the  said  said    Warren    Hastings,   therefore,    instead 

Warren    Hastings  did    wilfully  violate,  in  of  fixing  his  attention  to  the  preservation  of 

giving  the  sanction  of  the  governour-general  peace  throughout  India,  as  it  was  his  duty  to 

and  council  to  the  dangerous,  faithless,  and  have  done,  did  continue  to  abet,  encourage, 

ill-concerted  projects  of  the  president  and  and  support   the  dangerous  projects  of  the 

council  of  Bombay,  herein  before  mentioned,  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  did  thereby  mam- 

firom  which  tlie  subeequent  Mahratta  war,  with  fest  a  determined    intention   to  disturb  the 

all  the  expense,  distress,  and  disgraces,  which  peace  of  India,  by  the  unfortunate  success  of 

have  attended  it,  took  their  commencement ;  which  intention,  and  by  the  continued  efforts 

and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  therefore  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  greater  part  of  In- 

is  specially  and  principally  answerable  for  dia  has  been  for  several  years  involved  in  a 

the  said  war,  and  for  all  the  consequences  bloody  and  calamitous  war.     That  both  the 

thereof.     That  in  a  letter  dated  the  20th  of  court  of  directors  and  court  of  proprietors  did 

January,  1778,  the  president  and  council  of  specially  instruct  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

Bombay  informed  the  governour-general  and  in  all  his  measures,  "  to  make  the  safety  and 

council,  that  in  consequence  of  later  intelli-  prosperity  of  Bengal  his  principal  object,** 

gence  received  from  Poena,  they  had  immodi"  and   did   heavily  censure  the  said   Warren 

atelyreeolved  that  nothing  further  could  be  done  Hastings  for  having  employed  their  troops  at 

utUeea  Saccaram  Babqo  the  prinapal  in  the  a  great  distance  from  Bengal  in  a  war  against 

late  treaty  (of  Poorunder)  joined  in  tnaJdng  the  Hohillas,  which  the  house  of  commons 

a  formal  appUcation  to  them.     That  no  such  have  pronounced  to  be  iviquitoue,  and  did  on 

application  was  ever  made  by  that  person,  that  occasion  expressly  declare,  "  that  diey 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  finding  that  disapproved  of  all  such  distant  expeditions  as 

all  this  pretended  ground  for  engaging  in  an  might  eventually  carry  their  forces  to  any 

invasion  of  the  IVfahratta  government  had  to-  situation  too  remote  to  admit  of  their  speedy 

tally  failed,  did  then  pretend  to  give  credit  to,  and  safe  return  to  the  protection  of  their  own 

and  to  be  greatly  alarmed  by  the  suggestions  provinces,  in  case  of  emergency."     That  the 

of  the  president  and  council  of  Qombay,  that  said  Warren  Hastings  nevertheless  ordered 

the  Mahrattas  were   negotiating    with   the  a  detachment  from  the  Bengal  army  to  cross 

French,  and  had  agreed  to  give  them  the  port  the  Jumna,  and  to  proceed  across  the  penui- 

of  Choul,  on  the  Malabar  coast,  and  did  affirm  sula  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the  diamond 

that  the  French  had  obtained  poeeeanon  of  country  of  Bundle  Cund,  and  through  the 

tiuU  port;  that  all  these  suggestions  and  asser-  dominions  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  situated  in 

tioos  were  fiilse ;  and  if  they  had  been  true,  the  centre  of  Hindostan,  and  did  thereby  strip 

would  have  furnished  no  just  occasion  for  at-  the  provinces  subject  to  the  goveromeat  of 

tacking  either  the  Mahrattas,  or  the  French,  Fort  William  of  a  considerable  part  of  their 

with  both  of  whom  the  British  nation  was  established  defence,  and  did  thereby  disobey 

then  at  peace :  that  the  said  Warren  Hast^  the  general  instructions  and  positive  orders  of 

ings  did  then  propose  and  carry  the  following  the  court  of  directors  (given  upon  oecaskiB 

resolution  in  council,  against  the  protest  <^  of  a  crime  of  the  same  nature  committed  by 

two  members  thereof,  that,  "  for  the  purpose  the  said  Hastings)  and  was  guilty  of  a  higli 

of  granting  you  (the  presidency  of  Bombay)  crime  and  misdemeanour, 
tba  moflt  effectual  aupport  in  our  power,        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  haviic 
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taken  the  nMasures  herein  before  described  ry  on  offensive  wars,  and  to  pnnrae  sehMBWs 
for  supporting  those  of  the  presidency  of  of  conquest,  impolitic  and  unjust  in  their  de- 
Bombay,  did,  on  the  SSd  of  March,  1778,  sign,  ill-concerted  in  the  execution,  and  whiob, 
"  invest  the  said  presidency  with  authority  as  this  house  has  resolved,  have  brought  great 
to  form  a  new  alliance  with  Ragoba,  and  to  ealamitiet  on  India^  and  enormom  eapenass 
«agage  with  him  in  any  scheme  which  they  on  the  JEaet-India  company.  That  the 
should  deem  expedient  and  safe  for  retrieving  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  22d  of  June, 
hi&  affairs."  That  the  said  Hastings  was  1778,  made  the  following  declaration  in 
then  in  possession  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of  council :  "  much  less  can  I  agree  that,  with 
directors,  dated  the  4th  (^  July,  1777|  contain-  euch  superiour  advantages  as  we  possess  over 
ing  a  positive  order  to  the  presidency  of  Bom-  every  power  which  can  oppose  us,  we  should 
bay,  in  the  following  words:  ''Though  that  act  merely  on  the  defennve.  On  the  contrary, 
treaty  (meaning  the  treaty  of  Poorundur)  if  it  be  really  true  that  the  British  arms  and 
is  not  upon  the  whole  so  agreeable  to  us  as  influence  have  suffered  so  severe  a  check  in 
we  could  wish,  still  we  are  resolved  strictly  the  western  world,  it  is  more  incumbent  on 
to  adhere  to  it  on  our  parts.  You  must  there-  those  who  are  charged  with  the  interests  of 
fore  be  particularly  vigilant,  while  Ragoba  is  Great  Britain  in  the  east  to  exert  themaelvea 
with  you,  to  prevent  him  from  forming  any  for  the  retrieval  qf  the  national  loes.  We 
plan  against  what  is  called  the  ministerial  have  the  means  in  our  power,  and  if  they  are 
party  at  Poena ;  and  we  hereby  positively  or-  not  frustrated  by  our  own  dissensions,  I  trust 
der  you  not  to  engage  with  him  in  any  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  will  yield 
scheme  whatever  in  retrieving  his  affairs,  every  advantage,  for  the  attairtment  of  teAieA 
without  the  consent  of  the  governour-general  it  woe  undertaken  J*  That  in  pursuance  of  the 
and  council,  or  the  court  of  directors."  principles  avowed  in  the  preceding  declara- 
That  the  said  Ragoba  neither  did  or  could  tion,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  9th  of 
form  any  plan  for  his  restoration  but  what  July,  1778,  did  propose,  and  carry  it  in 
was  and  must  be  against  the  ministerial  party  council,  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent  from 
at  Poona,  who  held  and  exercised  the  regency  Bengal  to  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  rajah  of  Be- 
of  that  state  in  the  infancy  of  the  peshwa ;  and  rar,  falsely  asserting  that  the  said  rajah  "was, 
that,  supposing  him  to  have  formed  any  other  by  interest  and  inclination,  likely  to  join  in 
aeheme,  in  conjunction  with  Bombay, /or  re-  an  alliance  with  the  British  government;  and 
irieving  his  qffavrey  the  said  Hastings  in  giving  suggesting  that  two  advantages  might  be  offer* 
a  previous  general  authority  to  the  presidency  ed  to  him,  as  Uie  inducements  to  it ;  first,  the 
of  Bombay,  to  engage  with  Ragoba  in  any  support  of  his  pretensions  to  the  sovereign 
scheme  for  that  purpose,  without  knowing  power  [viz.  of  the  Mahratta  .empire ;]  se- 
wbat  such  scheme  might  be,  and  thereby  relin-  oond,  the  recovery  of  the  captures  made  on 
quishing  and  transferring  to  the  discretion  of  a  his  dominions  by  Nizam  Ally."  That  the 
subordinate  government  that  superintendence  said  Hastings,  having  already  given  full  au- 
and  control  over  all  measures  tending  to  ere-  thority  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay  to  engage 
ate  or  provoke  a  war,  which  the  law  had  ex-  the  British  faith  to  Ragonaut  Row  to  sop* 
clusively  vested  in  the  governour-general  port  him  in  }d»  pretensions  to  the  govera- 
and  council,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  ment  or  to  the  regency  of  the  Mahratta  em- 
misdemeanour.  That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  pire,  was  guihy  of  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
ings,  having  first  declared  that  the  measores  <meanour  in  proposing  to  engage  the  same  Bri- 
taken  by  him  were  for  the  support  of  the  en-  tish  faith  to  support  the  pretensions  of  ano- 
gagemonts  made  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  -ther  competitor  for  the  same  object ;  and  that 
in  fovour  of  Ragcba,  did  afterwards,  when  it  in  offering  to  assist  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  re- 
appeared that  those  negociations  were  entire'  oever  the  captures  made  on  his  dominions 
|y  laid  aside,  declare  that  his  apprehension  of  by  the  nizasn,  the  said  Hastings  did  endea- 
Uie  consequence  of  a  pretended  intfigue  be-  vour,  as  for  as  depended  on  him,  to  engage 
tween  the  Mahrattas  aiid  the  French  voaa  the  the  British  nation  in  a  most  unjust  and  ot- 
mAe  moAoe  qf  all  the  late  meaaurea  taken  for  terly  unprovoked  war  against  the  said  nizam, 
Ike  n^pport  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay  ;  between  whom  and  the  East-India  company 
bat  that  neither  of  the  preceding  declarations  a  tieaty  of  peace  and  firiendship  did  then  sob- 
contained  the  true  motives  and  objects  of  the  siiit,  imviolated>on  his  part;  notwithstanding 
■aid  Hastings,  whose  real  purpose,  as  it<ap-  the  said  Hastings  well  knew  that  it  made 
peared  1000  after,  was  to  make  useof  the  iu-  part  d'the  East^^India  company's  fondamental 
perkritir  of  the  British  p^wer  in  India  to  car-  polity  toiupport  that  priaoaagunft  the  Mtli* 
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rmttas,  and  to  conmder  Hm.  om  one  of  the  few 
remtuning  chief »  who  were  yet  capable  of  eo- 
fing   with  the  MahraUtUj  and  that  it   was 
the  comi>any'8  true  interct  to  preserve  a  good 
understanding  with  him.     That  by  holding 
oat  such  ofiers  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  the  said 
Hastings  professed   to  hope  that   the  rajah 
woidd  ardently  catch  at  the  o6;ect«  presented 
to  his  ambition ;  and  although  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  about  this  time  lay  it  down  as  a  max- 
im, that  there   is   always   a  greater  advan^ 
tage  in  receiving  solieitations  than  in  making 
advances^  he  nevertheless  declared  to  the  said 
rajah,  that  in  the  whole  of  his  condttet  he  had 
departed  from  the  common  line  of  policy,  and 
had  made  advances  where  others  in  his  situation 
would  have  waited  for  solicitation ;  that  the 
said  unjust  and  dangerous  projects  did  not 
take  effect,  because  the  rajsih  of  Berar  re- 
fused to  join  or  be  concerned  therein ;    yet 
so  earnest  was  the  said  Hastings  for  the  exe- 
cution of  those  projects,  that  in  a  subsequent 
letter  he  daringly  and  treacherously  assured 
the  rajah  "  that  if  he  had  accepted  of  the  terms 
offered  him  by  Colonel  Goddard,  and  conclud- 
ed a  treaty  with  the  government  of  Bengal 
upon  them,  he  should  have  held  the  obligation 
of  it  superiour  to  that  of  any  engagement 
formed  by  the   government  of  Bombay,  and 
should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  maintain  it, 
&c.  against  every  consideration  even  of  the 
most  valuable  interest*  and  safety  of  the  Eng' 
lish   possessions    etUrusted    to    his    charge.** 
That  all  the  offers  of  the  said  Hastings  were 
rejected  with  slight  and  contempt  by  the  ra- 
jah of  Berar ;  but  the  same  being  discovered, 
and  generally  known  throughout  India  did  fill 
the  chief  of  the  princes  and  states  of  India 
with  a  general  suspicion  and  distrust  of  the 
ambitious  designs  and  treacherous  principles 
of  the  British  government,  and  widi  an  uni- 
versal hatred  of  the  Britbh  nation  ;  that  the 
said  princes  and  states  were  thereby  so  tho- 
roughly convinced  of  the  necessity  of  uniting 
amongst  themselves  to  oppose  a  power  which 
kept  no  faith  with  any  of  them,  and  equally 
threatened    them  all,    that,  renouncing    all 
former  enmities  against  each  other,  they  uni- 
ted in  a  common  confederacy  against  the  Eng- 
lish; viz.  the  peshwa,  as  representative  of 
the  Mahratta  state,  and  Moodajee  Boosia,  the 
rajah  of  Berar,  that  is,  the  principal  Hindoo 
powers  of  India  on  one  side,  and  Hyder  Ally, 
and  the  nizam  of  the  decan,  that  is,  the  prin- 
cipal Mahomedan  powers  of  India,  on  the 
other ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  this  con- 
federacy Hyder  Ally  invaded,  overran,  and 
ruined  the  Camatic;  and   that  Moodajee 


Boosia,  instead  of  ardently  eatcking  at  Aeti^ 
jeets  presented  to  his ambitionhy  the  said  Hart* 
ings,  sent  an  army  to  the  frontiers  of  Bengal; 
which  army  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  it 
length    forced   to  buy  off  with    tweniy-«ix 
lacks  of  rupees,  or  SOO,O0OZ.   sterling,  after 
a  series  of  negociations  with  the  Mahratta 
chie&,  who  commanded  that  army,  foonded 
and  conducted  on  principles  so  dishonourable 
to  the  British  name  and  character,  that  tbe 
secret  committee  of  the  house  of  commons,  by 
whom  the  rest  of  the  proceedings  in  that  bosi* 
ness  were  reported  to  the  house,  have,upontbu 
eonsiderationj  thought  it  proper  to  leave  (mt 
the  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Anderso%f 
viz.  those  given  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
to  the  representative  of  the  British  govem- 
ment ;  and  concerning  which  the  said  com> 
mi ttee  have  reported  in  the  following  terms:— 
"  The  schemes  of  policy,  by  which  the  go- 
vemour-general  seems  to  have  dictated  tbe  in- 
structions he  gave  to  Mr.  Anderson  [the  gen- 
tleman deputed]  will  also  appear  in  this  docu- 
ment, as  well  respecting  the  particular  succes- 
sion to  the  rauje,  as  also  the  mode  of  accom- 
modating the  demand  of  Chout,  the  establish- 
ment of  which  was  apparently  the  great  aim  of 
Moodajee's  political  mancevres,  while  the  go- 
vernour-general's  wish  to  defeat  it  was  avow* 
edly  more  intent  on  the  removal  of  a  nominal 
disgrace,  than  on  the  anxiety  or  resolution  to 
be  freed  from  an  expensive,  if  an  unavoidable 
encumberance.'' 

That  while  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 
endeavouring  to  persuade  the  rajah  of  Berar 
to  engage  with  him  in  a  scheme  to  place  the 
said  rajah  at  the  head  of  the  Mahratta  em- 
pire, the  presidency  of  Bombay,  by  virtue  of 
the  powers  specially  vested  in  them  for  that 
purpose   by  the   said  Hastings,  did  really 
engage  with  Ragonaut  Row,  the  other  com- 
petitor for  the  same  object,  and  sent  a  great 
part  of  their  military  force  established  for  the 
defence  of  Bombay,  on  an  expedition  with 
Ragonaut  Row,  to  invade  the  dominions  of 
the  peshwa,  and  to  take  Poona,  the  capital 
thereof;  that  this  army  being  surrounded  and 
overpowered  by  the  Mahrattas  was  obliged  to 
capitulate  ;  and  then,  through  the  modcNration 
of  the  Mahrattas,  was  permitted  to  retm 
quietly,  but  very  disgracefuUyj  to  Bombay. 
That,  supposing  the  said  Warren  Hastingi 
could  have  been  justified  in  abandoning  the 
project  of  reinstating  Ragonaut  Row,  which 
he  at  first  authoriz^,  and  promised  to  sop* 
port,  and  in  preferring  a  scheme  to  place  the 
rajah  of  Berar  at  the  head  of  the  Mahratta  eat* 
pire,  he  was  bound  by  his  du^i  as  well  as  ii 
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iHtke  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  to  give  the  dengn  and  operationM  of  the  detachment ; 
thtt  presidency  timely  notice  of  such  his  in-  and  that  on  the  4lh  of  March,  1779,  the 
iBDtion,  and  to  have  restrained  them  positive-  said    Hastings,   immediately   after    receiv- 
h  from  resuming  their  own  project ;  that  on  ing  advice  of  the  defeat  of  the  Bombay  army 
tts  contrary  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  near  Poona,  and  when  Bombay,  if  at  any  time, 
tm  the  17th  of  August,  1778,  again  authorize  particularly  required  to  be  protected  against  a 
fte  said  presidency  "  to  assist  Ragoba  with  French  invasion,  did  declare  in  council,  that 
1  nilitary  force  to  conduct  him  to  Poona,  and  he  wished  for  the  return  of  the  detachment  to 
tiestablish  him  in  the  regency  there  ;  and  so  Berar,  and  dreaded  to  hear  of  its  proceeding 
iff  from  communicating  his  change  of  plan  to  to  the  Malabar  coast ;   and  therefore,  if  the 
Bombay,  did    keep  it  concealed   from  that  said  Hastings  did  not   think    that   Bombay 
pnsidency,    insomuch  that  even  so  late  as  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  Frenchi 
the  19th  of  February,  1779,  William  Horn-  he  was  guilty  of  repeated  falsehoods  in  af- 
I7,  thai  govemour  of  Bombay,  declared  in  firming  the  contrary  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
council  his  total  ignorance  of  the  schemes  of  the  ing  a  criminal  design  :  or,  if  he  thought  that 
■id  Hastings,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  The  Bombay  was   immediately  threatened   with 
odtemes  of  the  govemour-general  and  council,  that  danger,  he  then  was  guilty  of  treachery  in 
with  regard  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  being  yet  ordering  an  army,  necessary  on  that  supposi- 
9kkMown  io  iM,  it  is  impossible  lor  us  to  found  tion  to  the  immediate  defence  of  Bombay,  to 
lay  measures  on  them  ;  yet  I  cannot  help  now  halt  in  Berar,  to  depend  on  the  rajah  of  Berar 
OHerring,  that  if,  as  has  been  conjectured,  the  for  its  subsequent  operations,  or  on  the  event 
lientlemen  of  that  presidency  have  entertain-  of  a    negociation   with  that  prince,  which, 
td  thou^ts  of  restoring,  in  his  person,  the  an-  as   the  said  Hastings  declared,was  Ukefy  to 
cieat  rajah  government,  the  attempt  seems  cause  a  very  speedy  and  essential  change  in 
likely  to  be  attended  with  no  small  difficulty:"  the  design   and    operations  of  the    detach^ 
that  whereas  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  nunt ;  and  finally  in  declaring  that  he  dreads 
HBpeatedly  affirm,  Uiat  it  was  his  intention  to  cd   to  hear  of  the  said  detachment^ s  prO' 
tiqyport  the  plan  formed  by  the  presidency  of  ceeding  to  the   Malabar  eoastj  whither    he 
Bombay  in  favour  of  Ragoba,  and  did  re-  ought  to  have  ordered  it  without  delay,  if, 
pefttedly  authorize  and  encourage  them  to  pur-  as  he  has  solemnly  affirmed,    it   was   true 
sue  it,  he  did,  nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  been  told,  by  the  highest  aulho- 
in  hit  letters  and  declarations  to  the  peshwa,  rity,  that  a  powerful   armament  had   been 
to  the  nizam,  and  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  false-  prepared  in  France^  the  Jirst  object  of  which 
ly  and  perfidiously  affirm,  that  it  never  was  nor  vhu  an  attack  upon  Bombay ;  and   that  he 
OS  dengned  by  the  English  chiefs  to  give  sup"  knew,  with  moral  certainty,  that  all  the  pow- 
pmrttoRagonautRowi,  that  he,  Hastings^had  era  of  the  adjacent  continent  were  ready  to 
110  idea  of  supporting  Ragonaut  Row  ,*  and  join  the  invasion. 

Aai  the  detachment  he  had  sent  to  Bombay  That  through  the  whole  of  these  transac- 
tsot  solefy  to  awe  the  French^  without  the  least  tions  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  been 
design  to  assist  Ragonaut  Row ;  that  sup-  gaiUy  of  continued  falsehood,  fraud,  contra- 
posing  it  to  have  been  the  sole  jE>rq/*e««e£l  in-  diction,  and  duplicity,  highly  dishonourable  to 
teotion  of  the  said  Hastings,  in  sending  an  the  character  of  the  British  nation  ;  that,  in 
army  across  India,  to  protect  Bombay  against  consequence  of  the  unjust  and  ill-concerted 
a  French  invasion,  even  that  pretence  was  schemes  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  British 
&be,  and  used  only  to  cover  the  real  design  arms,  heretofore  respected  in  India,  have  suf- 
of  the  said  Hastings  ;  viz.  to  engage  in  pro-  fered  repeated  disgraces,  and  great  calamities 
jecta  of  war  and  conquest  with  the  rajah  of  have  been  thereby  brought  upon  India  ;  and 
Berar.  That  on  the  11th  of  October,  1778,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  well  in  ex- 
he  informed  the  said  rajah,  "  that  the  detach-  citing  and  promoting  the  late  unprovoked  and 
BMit  would  soon  arrive  in  his  territories,  unjustifiable  war  against  the  Mahnfttas,  as  in 
and  depend  on  him,  Moodajee  Boosia,  for  its  the  conduct  thereof,  has  been  guilty  of  sundry 
■obaoqaent  operation^  :"  that  on  the  7th  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 
December,  1778,  the  said  Hastings  revoked  That  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  con- 
the  powers  he  had  before  given  to  the  presi-  eluded  with  the  Mahrattas  at  Poorunder,  on 
doiey  of  Bombay  over  the  detachment,  declar-  the  1st  of  March,  1 776,  the  Mahrattas  gave 
bif,  that  the  event  of  Colonel  Goddard's  ne-  up  all  right  and  title  to  the  island  of  SalseUe, 
lodation  with  the  rajah  of  Berar  teas  Ukehf  unjustly  taken  from  them  by  the  presidency  of 
to  MiMf  a  very  tpeedy  and  ettential  change  in  Bombay ;  did  also  give  up  to  the  English 
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coBpuy  for  ev«r  all  right  and  title  to  their  been  engaged  to  take  part  with  w  in  the  iw't 

entire  eharee  of  the  city  and  purgiinnah  of  and  that  he  did  so  without  necessity,  since  I 

Broach ;  did  also  give  for  ever  to  the  English  appears,  that  Scindia,   the  Mahratta  chii^  { 

company  a  country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  who  concluded  the  treaty,  in  every  part  o^  Mi 

revenue,  near  to  Broach ;  and  did  also  agree  to  conduct  mamfenUd  a  hearty  denre  ofeatdSA^ 

pay  to  the  company  twelvi-  lacks  of  rupees,  in  ing  a  peace  with  us  ;  and  that  this  wu  Ai 

part  of  the  expenses  of  the  English  army  ;  and  disposition  of  all  the  parties  in  the  Mafaratli 

that  the  terms  of  the  said  treaty  were  honour-  confederacy,  who  were  only  kept  together  by 

able  and  advantageous  to  the  India  company,  a  general  dread  of  their  common  enemy,  Ai 

That  Warren  Hastings  liaving  broken  the  English,  and  who  only  waited  for  a  cessatin 

aaid  treaty,  and  forced  the  Mahrattas  into  of  hostilities  with  us  to  return  to  their  faabi> 

another  war,  by  a  repeated  invasion  of  their  tual  and  permanent  enmity  against  each  o^iiff. 

country,  and  having  conducted  that  war  in  the  That  the  govemour-general   and  council,  ii 

manner  herein  beforedescribed,did,on  the  17th  their  letter  of  the  31st  August,  1781,  inds 

of  May,  1782,  by  the  agency  of  Mr.  David  the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of direo 

Anderson,  conclude  another  treaty  of  perpe-  tors :  "  The  Mahrattas  have  demanded  di» 

tual  friendship  and  alliance  with  the  Mahrat-  sacrifice  of  the  person  of  Ragonaut  Row,  & 

tas,  by  which  the  said  Hastings  agreed  to  surrender  of  the  fort  and  territories  of  Ahoi^ 

deliver  up  to  them  all  the   countries,  places,  dabad,  and  of  the  fortress  of  Gualior,  wUcft 

cities,  and  forts,  particularly  the  island  of  are  not  ottre  to  give,  and  which  toe  could  lui 

Bassoin,  (taken  from  the  peshwa,  during  the  wrest  from  the  proprietore  toithmU  the  greatot 

war,)   and  to  relinquish    all   claim  to   the  violation  of  ptU)Uc  faith.     No  state  of  afiiun, 

country  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  ceded  to  the  in  our  opinions,  could  warrant  our  acqaie»> 

company  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder :   that  cence  to  such  requisition ;  and  we  are  morallj 

the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  also,  at  the  certain,  that,  had  we  yielded  to  them,  such  a 

same  time,  by  a  private  and  separate  agree-  consciousness  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  woold 

ment,  deliver  up  to  Madajee  Scindia  the  whole  have  been  implied,  as  would  have  produced 

of  the  city  of  Broach ;  that  is,  not  only  the  an  effect  the  very  reverse  from  that  for  which 

share  in  the  said  city,  which  the  India  com-  it  was  intended,  by  raising  the  presumption 

pany  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  of  the  enemy,  to  exact  yet  more  ignominiooi 

but  the  other  share  thereof,  which  the  India  terms,  or  perhaps  their  refusal  to  accept  of 

company  possessed  for  several  years  before  any ;  nor,  in  our  opinion,  would  they  have 

that  treaty ;  and  that  among  the  reasons  as-  failed  to  excite  in  others  the  same  belief,  and 

signed  by  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  totally  the  consequent  decision  of  all  parties  against 

stripping  the   presidency  of  Bombay  of  all  us, .  as  the  natural  consequences  of  our  de- 

their  possessions  on  the  Malabar  coast,  be  has  cline."    That  the  said  Hastings  himself,  in 

declared,  that  "  from  the  general  tenour  of  his  instructions  to    Mr.   David  AndersoO} 

the  rest  of  the  treaty,  the  settlement  of  Bom-  after  authorizing  him  to  restore  aU  that  we 

bay  would  be  in  future  put  on  such  a  footing,  had  conquered  during  the  war,  expressly  "  ex- 

that  it  might  well  become  a  question  whether  cepted  Ahmedabad,    and  the   territory  coof 

the  possession  of  an  inconsiderable  territory,  quered  for  Futty  Sing  Gwicowar."    That 

without  forts,  would  not  be  attended  with  more  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  peace 

loss  than  advantage,  as  it  must  necessarily  concluded  by  him,  has  yielded  to  every  one  of 

occasion  considerable  expense,  must  require  the  conditions  reprobated  in  the  preceeding 

troops  for  its  defence,  and  might  probably  in  declarations,  as  ignominious, and  incompatible 

the  end  lead,  as  Scindia  apprehended,  to  a  with  public  faith, 
renewal  of  war.'*  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  abta- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  don  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the  manner  at 

this  manner  put  an  end  to  a  war  commenced  ready  charged ;  and  that  the  said  ranna  has 

by  him  without  provocation,  and  continued  not  only  lost  the  fort  of  Gualior,  but  all  hi* 

by  him  without  necessity,   and  having  for  own  country,  and  is  himself  a  prisoner.— 

that  purpose  made  so  many  sacrifices  to  the  That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interpose  to 

Mahrattas  in  points  of  essential  interest  to  obtain  any  terms  in  favour  of  the  nabob  of 

the  India  company,  did  consent  and  agree  to  Bopaul,  who  was  with  great  reas<Ni  desirwii 

other  articles,  utterly  dishonourable  to  the  of  concealing  from  the  Mahrattas  the  attach* 

British  name  and  character,  having  sacrificed  ment  he  had  borne  to  the  English  goven- 

or  i^andmied  every  one  of  Uie  native  princes,  ment ;  the  said  nabob  having  a  just  dread  cf 

who^  by  Am  ■oUcitations  and  promises  had  the  danger  of  being  exposed  to  the  raMntBMOt 
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i€  die  Mahrattas,  and  no  depend^ice  on  the  Mich  treacherous  desertion  of  the  said  Rage* 
kith  and  protection  of  the  English.    That  ha  is  not  capable  of  being  justified  by  any 
fj  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Futty  plea  of  necessity ;  but  that  in  fiust  no  such 
Sing  it  was  stipulated,  that,  when  a  negocia-  necessity  existed ;  since  it  appears,  that  the 
ion  for  peace  should  take  place,  his  interest  nizam,  who  of  all  the  ccmtracting  parties  in 
ihould  be  primarily  considered ;  and  that  Mr.  the  confederacy  was  personally  most  hostile 
Diavid  Anderson,  the  minister  and  representa-  to  Ragoba,  did  himself  propose,  that  Ragoba 
3Te  of  the  governour-general  and  council,  did  might  have  an  option  given  him  of  residing 
le^are  to  Scindia,  that  it  was  indispensably  within  the  company^s  territories. — That  the 
incombent  on  us  to  support   Futty   Sing's  plan  of  negociating  a  peace  with  the  Mah- 
rigfata.  rattas  by  application  to  Scindia,  and  through 
That  nevertheless  every  acquisition  made  his  mediation,  was  earnestly  recommended  to 
br  or  by  the  said  Futty  Sing  during  the  war,  the  said  Hastings  by  the  presidency  of  Bom- 
particular  ly  the  fort  and  territories  of  Ah-  bay,  so  early  as  in  February,  1779,  who  stated 
medsJMul,  were  given  up  by  the  said  Hast-  clearly  to  him  the  reasons  why  such  appli- 
iil|{8  :   that  Futty  Sing  was  replaced  under  cation  ought  to  be  made  to  Scindia  in  pre- 
die  subjection  of  the  peshwa  (whose  resent-  ference  to  any  other  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs, 
nsent  he  had  provoked  by  taking  part  with  us  and  why  it  would  probably  be  successful ;  the 
m  the  war,)  and  under  an  obligation  to  pay  a  truth  and  justice  of  which  reasons  were  fully 
tribute,  not  specified,  to  the  peshwa,  and  to  evinced   in  the  issue,  when  the  said  Hast- 
perform  such  services,  and  to  be  subject  to  ings,  after  incurring,  by  two  years'  delay,  all 
mch  obedience  as  had  long  been  established  the  losses  and  distresses  of  a  calamitous  war, 
md  customary ;  and  that,  no  limit  being  fixed  did  actually  pursue  that  very  plan  with  much 
to  such  tribute  or  services,  the  said  Futty  less  effect  or  advantage  than  might  have  heen 
Sing  has  been  lefl  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  obtained  at  the  time  the  advice  was  given. 
Mahrattas.  That  he  neglected  the  advice  of  the  presi- 
That  with  respect  to  Ragoba,  the  said  Hast-  doncy  of  Bombay,  and  retarded  the  peace, 
ings,  in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Anderson,  as  well  as  made  its  conditions  worse,  from 
dated  4th  of  November,  1781,  contented  him-  an  obstinate  attachment  to  his  project  of  an 
self  with  saying,  "  We  cannot  totally  abandon  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  the  rajah 
tiie  interests  of  Ragonaut  Row.    Endeavour  of  Berar,  the  object  of  which  was  rather  a 
to  obtain  for  him  an  adequate  provision." —  new  war,  than  a  termination  of  the  war  then 
That   Mr.  Anderson  declared  to  Madajee  existing  against  the  peshwa. 
Scindia,  "  that  as  we  had  given  Ragoba  pro-        That  the  said  Hastings  did  further  embar- 
tection  as  an  independent  prince,  and  not  rass  and  retard  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  by 
brought  him  into  our  settlement  as  a  prisoner,  employing  different  ministers  at  the  courts 
we  could  not  in  honour  pretend  to  impose  the  of  the  several  confederate  powers,  whom  he 
smallest  restraint  on  his  will,  and  he  must  be  severally  empowered  to  treat  and  negociate  a 
at  liberty  to  go  wherever  he  pleased ;  that  it  peace.     That  these  ministers  not  acting  in 
must  rest  with  Scindia  himself  to  prevail  on  concert,  not  knowing  the  extent  of  each  oth- 
him  to  reside  in  his  country  ;  all  that  we  er's  commissions,  and  having  no  instructions 
could  do  was  to  agree,  afler  a  reasonable  time,  to  communicate  Uieir  respective  proceedings 
to  withdraw  our  protection  from  him,  and  not  to  each  other,  did,  in  effect,  counteract  their 
to  insist  on  the  payment  of  the  stipend  to  several  negociations. — That  this  want  of  con- 
Mm,  as  Scindia  had  proposed,  unless  on  the  cert  and  of  simplicity,  and  the  mystery  and 
condition  of  his  residing  in  some  part  of  Scin-  intricacy  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  nego- 
dia's  territories.*'  ciation  on  our  part,  was  complained  of  by  our 
That,  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  de-  ministers  as  embarrassing  and  disconcerting 
clarations,  and  in  violation  of  the  public  &ith  to  us,  while  it  was  advantageous  to  the  ad- 
repeatedly  pledged  to  Ragoba,  he  was  total-  verse    party,  who  were    thereby    furnished 
ly  abandoned  by  the  said  Hastings  in  the  with  opportunity  and    pretence   for  delay, 
treaty  no  provision  whatever  being  made  even  when  it  suited  their  purpose,  and  enabled  to 
for  his  subsistence,  but  on  a  condition,  to  play  off  one  set  of  negociators  against  an- 
which  he  could  not  submit  without  the  cer-  other ;  that  it  also  created  jealousy  and  dis- 
tain   loss  of  his  liberty,  and  probable  ha-  trust  in  the  various  contending  parties  with 
zard  of  his  life,  namely,  that  he  should  vo-  whom  we  were  treating  at  the  same  time,  and 
hmtarily,  and  of  his  own  accord,  repair  to  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to  make  contradio> 
Scindia,  and  quietly  reside  with  him.    That  tory  professions,  while  it  betrayed  and 
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poMd  to  them  all  otir  own  eagerneM  and     ment  with  a  fiMrmal  ohMrraBce  of  k,  ni 
impatience   for  peace ;   raising  thereby  the     taught  them  how  they  might  at  once  be  p»< 
general  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  enemy«  ties  in  a  peace  with  Hyder  Ally,  and  in  uot 
That  while  Dalhousie  Watherston,  Esquire,  fensive  alliance  for  immediate  hostility  agaiMt 
was  treating  at  Poonah  and  David  Anderson,  him.     That  these  lessons  of  public  dapUdtj 
Esquire,  in  Scindia's  camp,  with  separate  and  artifice,  and  these  devices  of  ostensibk 
powers  applied  to  the  same  object,  the  min-  fiuth  and  real  treachery,  could  have  no  effect 
ister  at  Poonah  informed  the  said  Wather-  but  to  degrade  the  national   character,  ud 
ston,  that  he  had  received  proposals  for  peace  to  inspire  the  Mahrattas  themselves,  with 
from  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  the  approbation  whom  we  were  in  treaty,  with  a  distnst  m 
of  Sir  Eyro  Coote ;  that  he  returned  other  our  sincerity  and  good  faith. — That  the  ob« 
proposals  to  the  said  nabob  of  Arcot,  who  Ject  of  this  fraudulent  policy  {viz.  the  alter 
had  assured   him   (the  minister)   that  those  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  a  paititioa 
proposals  would  be  acceded  to,  and  thai  Mr.  of  his  dominions)  was  neither  wise  in  itself, 
Macpherson  would  set  out  for  Bengal^  after  or  authorized  by  the  orders  and  instmctioDS 
which  order*  should  be  immediately  despatch'  of  the  company  to    their  servants ;  that  it 
ed  from  the  honourable  the  govemour-gene'  was  incompatible  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  ii 
ral  and  eouncU  to  the  efect  he  wished.     That  which  Hyder  Ally  was  included,  and  cootni- 
the  said  nabob  <'  had  promised  to  obtain  and  ry  to  the  repeated  and  best  understood  i»- 
forward  to  him  the  expected  orders  from  Ben^  junctions  of  the  company  ;  being,  in  the  fint 
gal  in  fifteen  days,  and  that  he  was  there-  place,  a  bargain  for  a  new  war,  and  in  dw 
fore  every  instant  in  expectation  of  iheir  arri-  next  aiming  at  an  extension  of  our  toritoij 
val ;  and  observed,  that,  when  General  God-  by  conquest.     That  the  best  and   soundeit 
dard  proposed  to  send  a  confidential  person  to  political  opinions  on  the  relations  of  thest 
PooDAh,  he  conceived  that  those  orders  must  states  have  always  represented  our  great  ss* 
have  actually  reached  him  ;"  that  therefore  curity  against  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas  to 
the  treaty,  formally  concluded  by  David  An-  depend  on  its  being  balanced  by  that  of  Hy- 
derson,  was  in  effect  and  substance  the  same  der  Ally ;   and  the  Mysore  country  is  so 
with  that  offered,  and  in  reality  concluded  by  placed  as  a  barrier   between   the   Camatie 
the    nabob    of   Arcot,   with    the    exception  and  the  Mahrattas,  as  to  make  it  our  inte- 
only  of  Salsette,  which  the  nabob  of  Arcot  rest  rather  to  strengthen  and  repair  that  bar- 
had  agreed  to  restore  to  the  Mahrattas.  That  rier,  than  to    level  and  destroy   it.     That 
the  intention  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  the  said  treaty  of  partition  does  express  it- 
in  pressing  for  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  on  self  to  be  eventual  with  regard  to  the  makmg 
terms  so  dishonourable,  and  by  measures  so  and    keeping  of  peace ;    but     through   the 
rash  and  ill-concerted,  was  not  to  restore  whole  course  of  the  said  Hastings's  proceed- 
and   establish  a  general  peace    throughout  ing,  he  did  endeavour  to  prevent  any  peace 
India,  but  to  engage  the  India  company  in  a  with  the  sultan  or  nabob  of  Mysore,  TippA 
new  war  against  Hyder  Ally  and  to  make  Saheb,  and  did  for  a  long  time  endeavoor  to 
the    Mahrattas  parties  therein.     That   the  frustrate  all  the  methods  which  could  have 
eagerness  and  passion  with  which  the  said  rendered  the  said  treaty  of  conquest  and  par* 
Hastings  pursued  this  object,  laid  him  open  tition  wholly  unnecessary, 
to  the  Mahrattas,  who  depended  thereon  for  That  the  Mahrattas  having  taken  no  effeo* 
obtaining  whatever  they  should  demand  from  tual   step   to  oblige    Hyder  Ally   to  make 
us. — That  in  order  to  carry  the  point  of  an  good  the  conditions  for  which  they  had  en- 
offensive  alliance  against  Hyder  Ally,  the  gaged  in  his  behalf,  and  the  war  continuing  t» 
said  Hastings  exposed  the  negociation   for  be  carried  on  in    the  Camatie  by   Tippoo 
peace  with  the  Mahrattas  to  many  difficulties  Sultan,  son  and  successour  of  Hyder  Ally, 
and  delays.     That  the  Mahrattas  were  bound  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  undertook, 
by  a  clear  and   recent  engagement,  which  upon  their  own  authority,  to  open  a  negocia- 
Hyder  had  never  violated  in  any  article,  to  tion  with  the  said  Tippoo ;  which  measare, 
make  no  peace  with  us  which  should  not  though  indispensably  necessary,the  said  Hast- 
include  him ;    that  they  pleaded  the  sacred  ings  utterly  disapproved  and  discountenanced, 
nature  of  this  obligation  in  answer  to  all  our  expressly  denying  that  there  was  any  grouiid 
requisitions    on  this  head,  while   the   said  or  motive  for  altering  into  my  direct  or  sa* 
Hastings,  still  importunate  for  his  favourite  parate  treaty  with  Tippoo ;  and  not  conaenU 
point,  suggested  to  them  various  means  of  re-  ing  to,  or  authorizing  any  negociation  ftr 
conciling  a  substantial  breach  of  their  engage-  such  treaty,  until  after  a  cessatioo  <^  hostili* 
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las  had  been  brought  about  with  him  by  the     March,  1784,  againat  the  presidency  of  that 
residency  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  August,     place,  without  any  communication  thereof  to 
77$,  and  the  ministers  of  Tippoo  had  been     the  said  presidency,  the  said  complaint  being 
eoeived  and  treated  with  by  that  presidency,  addressed  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the 
nd  commissioners,  in  return,  actually  sent  substance  of  which  complaint  was,  that  he 
y  the  said  presidency  to  the  court  of  Poo-     (the  nabob)  had  not  been  made  a  party  to 
lah  ;      which    late    and    reluctant    consent  the  late  treaty  :  and  although  his  interest  had 
ind    authority  were  extorted  from  him  the  been  sufficiently  provided   for  in   the   said 
udd  Hastings  in  consequence  of  the  acknow-  treaty,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  sign  a 
kdgement  of  his  agent  at  the  court  of  Ma-  declaration  on  the  23d  of  May,  at  Lucknow, 
dMjjoe  Scindia  (upon  whom  the  said  Warren  forming  the  basis  of  a  new  article,  and  mak- 
Hastings  had  depended  for  enforcing  the  clau-  ing  a  new  party  to  the  treaty,  afler  it  had  been 
Hi  <^  the  Mahratta  treaty)  of  the  precarious-  by  all  parties  (the  supreme  council  of  Cal- 
WB8  of  such  dependence,  and  of  the  necessi-  cutta  included)  completed  and  ratified  and  did 
\j  of  that  direct  and   separate  treaty  with  transmit  the  said  new  stipulation  to  the  presi- 
Tippoo,  so  long  and  so  lately  reprobated  by  dency  at  Calcutta  solely  for  the  purposes, 
tiie  said  Warren  Hastings,  notwithstanding  and  at  the  instigation  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ; 
tiie  information  and  entreaties  of  the  presi-  and   the  said  declaration  was  made  without 
.  dncy  of  Fort  St.  George,  as  well  as  the  any  previous  communication  with   the  pre- 
kaown  distresses  and  critical  situation  of  the  sidency  aforesaid,  and  in  consequence  there- 
ennpany's  affairs.  That  though  the  said  War-  of  orders  were  sent  by  the  council  at  Calcutta 
.  lai  Hastings  did  at  length  give  instructions  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  under 
![  fir  negociating  and  making  peace  with  Tippoo,  the  eeverest  threats  in  case  of  disobedience; 
.  Opressly  adding,  that  those  instructions  ex-  which  orders,  whatever  were  their  purport, 
,  tended  to  all  the  points,  which  occurred  to  would,  as  an  undue  assumption  of  and  partici- 
him  or  them  as  capable  of  being  agitated  or  pation  in  the  government,  from  which  he  was 
nioed  upon  the  occasion ; — though  the  said  absent,  become  a  high  misdemeanour ;  but, 
BMtructions  were  sent  after  the  said  commis-  being  to  the  purport  of  opening  the  said  trea- 
.  noners    by    the    presidency    of    Fort     St.  ty  after  its  solemn  ratification,  and  proposing 
George,  with  directions  to  obey  them ;  though  a  new  clause,  and  a  new  party  to  the  same, 
Bot  only  the  said  instructions  were  obeyed,  was  also  an  aggravation  of  such  misdemean- 
Imt  advantages  gained,  which  did  not  occur  our,  as  it  tended  to  convey  to  the  Indian  pow- 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ;   though  the  ers  an  idea  of  the  unsteadiness  of  the  coun- 
said  peace  formed  a  contrast  with  the  Mah-  oils  and  determinations  of  the  British  go vem- 
ratta  peace,  in  neither  ceding  any  territory  ment,  and  to  take  away  all  reliance  on  its 
possessed  by  tho  company  before   the  war,  engagements,  and  as,  above  all,  it  exposed  the 
or  delivering  up  any  dependant  or  ally  to  the  affairs  of  the  nation  and  the  company  to  the 
tengoance  of  his  adversaries,  but  providing  hazard  of  seeing  renewed  all  the  calamities 
fiir  the  restoration  of  all  the  countries  that  of  war,  from  whence  by  the  conclusion  of  the 
iad  been  taken  from  the  company  and  their  treaty  they  had  emerged,  and  upon  a  pre- 
aliies ;  though  the  supreme  council  ef  Cal-  tence  so  weak  as  that  of  proposing  the  nabob 
cotta,  forming  tho  legal  government  of  Ben-  of  Arcot  to  be  a  party  to  the  same,  though  he 
gal  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  had  not  been  made  a  party  by  the  said  Warren 
ings,  ratified  the  said  treaty,  yet  the  said  Hastings  in  the  Mahratta  treaty,  which  pro- 
Warren  Hastings,  then  absent  from  the  seat  of  fessed   to  be  for  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic  ; 
fovemraent,  and  out  of  the  province  of  Bengal  though  he  was  not  a  party  to  the   former 
•ad  forming  no  legal  or  integral  part  of  the  treaty  with  Hyder,  also  relative  to  the  Cama- 
govemment  during  such  absence,  did,  after  tic ;  though  it  was  not  certain  if  the  treaty 
■och  ratification,  usurp  the  power  of  acting  as  were  once  opened,  and  that  even    Tippoo 
a  part  of  such  government  (as  if  actually  sit-  should  then  consent  to  that  nabob^s  being  a 
ting  in  council  with  the  other  members  of  the  party,  whether   he  (the  said  nabob)  would 
■ame)  in  the  consideration  and  unqualified  agree  to  the  clauses  of  the  same,  and  conse- 
eensure  of  the  terms  of  the  said  peace.     That  quently  whether  the  said  treaty,  once  opened, 
the  nabob  of   Arcot,   with  whom  the  said  could    afterwards    be  concluded — an  uncer- 
Hastings  did  keep  up  an  unwarrantable,  clan-  tainty,  of    which    he,  the    said    Hastings, 
Jestine  correspondence,  without  any  com-  should  have  learned  to  be  aware,  having  al- 
aumication  with  the  presidency  of  Madras,  ready  once  been  disappointed  by  the  said  na- 
wrote  a  letter  of  complaint,  dated  the  27th  of  bob's  refusing  to  accede  to  a  treaty,  which  he. 
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the  said  W^uren  Hatting*,  madeferluHiwiUi 
the  Dutch  about  a  year  before. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastingt  haviog 
broken  a  solemn  and  honourable  treaty  of  peace 
by  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war;   having 
neglected  to  conclude  that  war  when  he  might 
have  done   it  without  loss  of  honour  to  the 
nation  ;  having  plotted  and  contrived  as  far  as 
depended  on  him,  to  engage  the  India  com- 
pany in  another  war,  as  soon  as  the  former 
should  be  concluded ;  and  having  at  last  put 
an  end  to  a  most  unjust  war  against  the  Mab- 
rattas  by  a  most  ignominious  peace  with  them, 
in  which  he  sacrificed  objects  essentisl  to  the 
interests,  and  submitted  to  conditions  utterly 
incompatible  with  the  honour  of  this  nation, 
and  with  his  own  declared  sense  of  the  dis- 
honourable nature  of  those  conditions ;  and 
having  endeavoured  to  open  anew  the  treaty 
concluded  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  through  the 
means  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  honour,  and 
which    established    peace     in     India;    and 
thereby    exposing    the    British    possessions 
there  to  the  renewal  of  the  dangers  and  cala^ 
mities  of  war — has  by  these  several  acts  been 
guilty  of  sundry  high  crimes  and   misde- 
meanours. 


zxi.  coRBESPOirDKirca. 

That  by  an  act  of  the  ISth  year  of  his 
present  majesty,  entitled  *'  an  act  for  establish- 
ing certain  regulations  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  aifairs  of  the  East  India  company, 
as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,"  "  The  gover- 
nour-general  and  council  are  required  and  di- 
rected to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  orders 
as  they  shall  receive  from  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  said  united  company,  and  to  corres- 
pond from  time  to  time,  and  constantly  and 
diligently  transmit  to  the  said  court  an  exact 
particular  of  all  advices  or  intelligence,  and  of 
all  transactions  and  matters  whatsoever,  that 
shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  relating  to  the 
government,  commerce,  revenues,  or  interest 
of  the  said  united  company." 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  above-recited 
act,  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  general 
instructions  of  the  29th  March,  1774,  to  the 
governour-general  and  council,  did  direct, 
''that  the  correspondence  with  the  princes  or 
country  powers  in  India  should  be  carried  on 
through  the  governour-general  only  ;  but  that 
all  letters  to  be  sent  by  him  should  be  first  ap- 
|m>ved  in  council ;  and  that  he  should  lay  be- 


fore the  ooundl;  at  their  iMct  ineetmg,attk^ 
ten  received  by  him  in  the  course  of  sudiciw- 
respoodence  for  their  information." 

And  the  governour-general  and  coundl 
were  therein  further  ordered,  '*  that,  in  tnns- 
acting  the  business  of  their  department  they 
should  enter,  with  the  utmost  perspicui^ 
and  exactness,  all  their  proceedings  whatso- 
ever ;  and  all  dissents,  if  such  should  at  any 
time  be  made  by  any  member  of  their  board, 
together  with  all  letters  sent  or  received  in 
the  course  of  their  correspondence ;  and  that 
broken  sets  of  such  proceedings,  to  the  latest 
period  possible,  be  transmitted  to  them  (the 
court  of  directors  ;)  a  complete  set  at  the  aid 
of  every  yev,  and  a  duplicate  by  the  next 
conveyance." 

That  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders,  and  is 
breach  of  the  above-recited  act  of  parlit- 
ment,  the  said  Warren  Hasting  has,  in  sun- 
dry instances,  concealed  from  his  council  the 
correspondence  carried  on  between  him  and 
the  princes  or  country  powers  in  India,  and 
neglected  to  communicate  the  advices  and  in- 
telligence he  from  time  to  time  received  from 
the  British  residents  at  the  different  courts  in 
India  to  the  other  members  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  without  their  knowledge,  counsel, 
or  participation,  has  despatdied  orders  oo 
matters  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  company. 

That,  moreover,  the  said  Warren  Hut- 
ings,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  his  own 
improper  and  dangerous  practices  from  his 
employers,  has  withheld  from  the  court  of 
directors,  upon  sundry  occasions,  copies  of 
the  proceedings  had,  and  Uie  correspondence 
carried  oa  by  him  in  his  official  capaci^,  as 
governour-general,  whereby  the  court  erf"  di- 
rectors have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  mat- 
ters which  it  highly  imported  them  to  know, 
and  the  affairs  of  the  company  have  been  ex- 
posed to  much  inconvenience  and  injury. 

That  in  all  such  concealments  and  acta 
done  or  ordered  without  the  consent  and  an- 
thority  of  the  supreme  coimcil,  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings  has  been  guilty  of  hi^  crmM 
and  misdemeanours. 


ZXn.     RIGHTS    or    FTZOOLA     KRAH, 

&C.    BEFORE  THE    TREATY   OF 

LALL-DAVG. 

I. — That  the  nabob  Fyzook  KhAn, 
who  now  holds  of  the  vizier  the  tvniUxj  of 
Bampore,  Shawabad,  and  certain  othnr  dii- 
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tricts  dependent  t&ereon,  fai  the  country  of  the  awful  manner  to  the  generosity  and  magna* 

Rohillas,  is  the  second  son  of  a  prince,  re-  nimity  of  this  nation,  "  by  whose  means  he 

Downed  in  the  history  of  Hindostan  under  the  hoped  in  God,  that  he  should  receive  justice  \^ 

name  of  Ali  Mohammed  Kh^n,  some  time  and  as  "  the  person,  who  designed  the  war, 

sovereign  of  all  that  part  of  Rohilcund,  which  was  no  more;"  as  "  in  that  he  was  himselif 

is  particularly  distinguished  by  the  appella-  guiltless ;"  and,  as  "  he  had  never  acted  in 

tion  of  the  kutteehr.  such  a  manner  as  for  the  vizier  to  have  taken 

hatred  to  his  heart  against  him ;  that  he  might 

II. — That  afler  the  death  of  Ali  Moham-  be  re-instated  in  his  ancient  possessions,  Uie 

med  aforesaid,  as  Fyzoola  Kh^,  together  country  of  his  father." 
with  his  elder  brother,  was  then  a  prisoner  of 

war  at  a  place  called  Herat,  "  the  Rohilla  V.-^That  on  the  last  of  the  three  dates 
chiefs  took  possession  of  the  ancient  estates  "  above  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  27th 
of  the  captive  princes ;  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoo-  of  May,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n  did  also 
la  Kh&n  was  from  necessity  compelled  to  send  to  the  commander-in-chief  a  vakeel,  or 
waive  his  hereditary  rights  for  the  inconside-  ambassadour,  who  was  authorized  on  the  part 
rable  districts  of  Rampore  and  Shawabad,  of  him  (the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  his  mas- 
then  estimated  to  produce  from  six  to  eight  ter)  to  make  a  specific  offer  of  three  proposi- 
lacksof  annual  revenue.  ^  tions  ;  and  that  by  one  of  the  said  proposi- 
tions, ''an  annual  increase  of  near  400,000/. 

III. — That  in  1774,  on  the  invasion  of  would  have  accrued  to  the  revenues  of  our 
Rohilcund  by  the  united  armies  of  the  Vizier  ally,  and  tho  immediate  acquisition  of  above 
Shuja  ul  Dowla  and  the  company,  the  Na-  300,000/.  to  the  company,  for  their  influence 
bob  Fyzoola  Kh§ui,  **  with  some  of  his  people,  in  effecting  an  accommodation  perfectly  con- 
was  present  at  the  decisive  battle  of  St.  sistent  with  their  engagements  to  the  vizier)'* 
George,"  where  Hafiz  Rhanet,  the  great  lead-  and  strictly  consonant  to  the  demands  of 
er  of  the  Rohillas,  and  many  others  of  their  justice, 
principal  chiefs  were  slain;    but,  escaping 

from  the  slaughter,  Fyzoola  Kh4n  "  made  his  VI. — That  so  great  was  the  confidence  of 

retreat  good  towards  the  mountains,  with  all  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khlin  in  the  just,  hu« 

his  treasure.**    He  there  collected  the  scatter-  mane,  and  liberal  feelings  of  Englishmen,  as 

ed  remains  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  as  he  was  to  ''  lull  him  into  an  inactivity  **  of  the  most 

the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Ali  Mohammed  essential  detriment  to  his  interests  ;  since, 

Kh§ji,  as  too  the  most  powerful  obstacle  to  "  in   the  hopes,  which  he   entertained  from 

his  pretensions  was  now  removed  by  the  death  the  interposition  of  our  government,*'  he  de- 

of  Hafiz,  he  seems  at  length  to  have  been  clined  the  invitation  of  the  Mogul  to  join  the 

generally  acknowledged  by  his  natural  subjects  arms  of  his  majesty  and  the  Mahrattas,  "re- 

the  undoubted  heir  of  his  father's  authority.  fused  any  connexion  with  the  Seiks,**  and  did 

even  neglect  to  take  the  obvious  precaution  of 

IV. — That,  "  regarding  the  sacred  sinceri-  crossing  the  Ganges,  as  he  had  originally  in- 

ty  and  friendship  of  the  English,  whose  good-  tended,  while  the  river  was  yet  fordable,  a 

ness  and  celebrity   is  every  where  known,  movement  which  would  have  enabled  him  cer- 

who  dispossess  no  one,*'  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  tainly  to  bafHe  all  pursuit,  and  probably  **  to 

Kh§.n  made  early  overtures  for  peace  to  Co-  keep  the  vizier  in  a  state  of  disquietude  for 

lonel  Alexander  Champion,  commander-in-  the  remainder  of  his  life.'* 
chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  Bengal :  that 

he  did  propose  to  the  said  Colonel  Alexander  VH. — That  the  commander-in-chief,  Colo- 
Champion,  in  three  letters,  received  on  tho  nel  Alexander  Champion  aforesaid,  "  thought 
14th,  24th,  and  27th  of  May,  to  put  himself  nothing  could  bo  more  honourable  to  this  na- 
under  the  protection  either  of  the  company  or  tion  than  the  support  of  so  exalted  a  cha^ 
of  the  vizier,  through  the  mediation,  and  with  racter  ;  and  whilst  it  could  be  done  on  terms 
the  guarantee  of  the  company ;  and  that  he  did  so  advantageous,  supposed  it  very  unlikely, 
offer  **  whatever  was  conferred  upon  him,  to  that  the  vakeel*s  proposition  should  be  receiv- 
pay  as  much,  without  damage  or  deficiency,  as  ed  with  indifference  ;'*  that  he  did  according- 
any  other  person  would  agree  to  do  ;"  stating  ly  refer  it  to  the  administration  through  War- 
at  the  same  time  his  condition  and  preten-  ren  Hastings,  Esquire,  then  govemour  of  Fort 
sions  herein  before  recited,  as  facts  **  evident  William,  and  president  of  Bengal ;  and  he  did 
as  the  sun  ;**  and  appealing  in  a  forcible  and  at  the  same  time  enclose  to  the  said  Warren 

Vol.  III.— 17. 
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Haitbgt  a  letter  from  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  tucb  a  principle  is  bi^ly  derogatory  to  tiw 

Kh&n  to  the  said  Hastings ;  which  letter  does  justice  and  honour  of  the  English  name,  and 

not  appear,  but  must  be  supposed  to  have  fundamentally  injurious  to  our  interests,  io- 

been  of  the  same  tenour  with  those  before  asmuch  as  it  hath  an  immediate  tendency  1o 

cited  to  the  commander-in-chief;  of  which  excite  distrust,  jealousy,  fear,  and    hatred 

also  copies  were  sent  to  the  said  Hastings  by  against  us  among  all  the  subordinate  poten- 

the  commander-in-chief;  and  he  (the  com-  tates  of  Hindostan. 
mander-in-chief  aforesaid)  after  urging  to  the 

■aid  Hastings  sundry  good  and  cogent  argu-  X.— That,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  de- 
ments of  policy  and  prudence,  in  favour  of  the  spotic  principle,  the  president  (Warren  Hast- 
Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  did  conclude  by  ings  aforesaid)  did  persist  to  obstruct,  as  far 
'*  wishing  for  nothing  so  much  as  for  the  adop-  as  in  him  lay,  every  advance  towards  an  ac- 
tion of  some  measure,  that  .might  strike  all  commodation  between  the  Vizier  Shuja  ul 
the  powers  of  the  east  with  admiration  of  our  Dowla,  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Elh^ ;  and 
justice,  incontrast  to  the  conduct  of  the  vizier."  particularly  on  the  16th  of  September,  only 

eight  days  ailer  the  said  Hastings,  in  con- 

YIII. — That  in  answer  to  such  laudable  junction  with  the  other  members  of  the  select 
wish  of  the  said  commander-in-chief,  the  pre-  committee  of  Bengal,  had  publicly  testified 
aident  (Warren  Hastings)  preferring  his  own  his  satisfaction  in  the  prospect  of  an  aecomsmh 
prohibited  plans  of  extended  dominion  to  the  datiorij  and  had  hoped  that  "  his  excellency 
mild,  equitable,  and  wise  policy  inculcated  (thevizier)  would  be  disposed  to  conciliate  the 
in  the  standing  orders  of  his  superiours  and  affections  (of  the  Rohillas)  to  his  govenmient 
now  enforced  by  the  recommendation  of  the  by  acceding  to  lenient  terms  ;**  he,  the  said 
commander-in-chief,  did  instruct  and  "desire  "  Hastings,  did  nevertheless  write,  and  without 
him,  the  said  commander-in-chief,  *'  instead  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  his  colleagues, 
of  soliciting  the  vizier  to  relinquish  his  con-  did  privately  despatch,  a  certain  answer  to  a 
quest  to  Fyzoola  Kh^,  to  discourage  it  as  letter  of  the  commander-in-chief ;  in  which 
much  as  was  in  his  power ;"  although  the  said  answer  the  said  Hastings  did  express  other 
Hastings  did  not  once  express  or  even  inti-  contradictory  hopes,  namely,  that  the  corn- 
mate,  any  doubt  whatever  of  the  Nabob  Fy-  mander-in-chief  had  resolved  on  prosecuting 
zoola  Kh&n's  innocence  as  to  the  origin  of  the  v>ar  to  a  final  issuer  **■  because  (as  the 
the  war,  or  of  his  hereditary  right  to  the  territo-  said  Hastings  explains  himself)  it  appears 
ries  which  he  claimed  ;  but  to  the  said  pleas  very  plainly  that  Fyzoola  Kh^,  and  his  adhe- 
of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KhiLn,  as  well  as  to  rents,  lay  at  your  mercy  ;  because  I  apprehend 
the  arguments  both  of  policy  and  justice  much  inconvenience  from  delays ;  and  be- 
advanced  by  the  commander-in-chief,  he,  the  cause  /  am  morally  certain  that  no  good  toill 
said  Hastings,  did  solely  oppose  certain  spe-  be  gained  by  negociating  ,-^*  thereby  artfully 
culative  objects  of  imagined  expediency,  sum-  suggesting  his  wishes  of  what  anight  be,  in 
ming  up  his  decided  rejection  of  the  proposals  his  hopes  of  what  had  been,  resolved  ;  and 
made  by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  in  the  plainly,  though  indirectly,  instigating  the 
following  remarkable  words :  commander-in-chief    to    much    effusion   of 

*' With  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khdji,  he  ap-  blood  in  an  immediate  attack  on  the  Rohil- 

pears  not  to  merit  our  consideration.     The  las,  posted  as  they  were  "  in  a  very  strong 

petty  sovereign  of  a  country  estimated  at  siw  situation,"  and  *'  combatting  for  all." 
or  eight  lacks  ought  not  for  a  moment  to 

prove  an  impediment  to  any  of  our  measures,  XT. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  an- 

or  to  effect  the  consistency  of  our  conduct.^*  swer  aforesaid,  did  further  endeavour  to  in- 
flame the  commander-in-chief  against  theNa- 

IX. — That  in  the  aforesaid  violent  and  ar-  bob  Fyzoola  Kh§.n,  by  representing  the  said 
bitrary  positi(Ni,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  nabob  as  "  highly  presuming,  insolent,  and 
did  avow  it  to  be  a  public  principle  of  his  evasive  ;^'  and  knowing  the  distrust  whidi  the 
government  that  no  right,  however  manifest,  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^  entertained  of  the  vi- 
and no  innocence,  however  unimpeached,  zier,  the  said  Hastings  did  "  expressly  desire 
could  entitle  the  weak  to  our  protection  it  should  be  lefl  wholly  to  the  vizier  to  treat 
against  others,  or  save  them  from  our  own  with  the  enemy  by  his  own  agents,  and  tn  hs 
active  endeavours  for  their  oppression,  and  own  manner  ;*'  though  he,  the  said  Hastings, 
even  extirpation,  should  they  interfere  with  "  by  no  means  wished  the  vizier  to  lose  time 
our  notions  of  political  expediency :  and  that  by  seeking  an  acconmiodation,  since  it  would 
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be  more  eSectual,  more  decisive,  and  more  subject  to  certain  conditions,  of  which  tbo 

consistent  with  his  dignity y  indeed  with  his  hth-  more  important  were  as  follow : 

nowy  which  he  has  cUready  pledged^  to  abide  ^'  That  Fyzoola  Kh&n  should  retain  in  hi« 

by  his  first  offers  to  dictate  the  conditions  of  service  6000  troops,  and  not  a  single  mvn 

peace,  and  to  admit  only  an  acceptance  with-  more. 

out  reservation,  or  a  clear  refusal  from  his  ad-  "  That  with  whomsoever  the  vizier  should 

versary  ;"  thereby  affecting  to  hold  up,  in  op-  make  war,  Fyzoola  Kh4n  should  send  two  or 

position  to,  and  in  exclusion  of,  the  substan-  three  thousand  men^  according  to  his  ability ^  to 

tial  claims  of  justice,  certain  ideal  obligations  join  the  forces  of  the  vizier  : 

of  dignity  and  honour,  that  is  to  say,  the  gra-  "  And  that,  if  the  vizier  should  march  in 

tification  of  pride,  and  the  observance  of  an  person,  Fyzoola  Kh^  should  himself  accom* 

arrogant  determination  once  declared.  pany  him  with  his  troops" 

XII. — That  although  the  said  answer  did  III. — That  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty 

not  reach  the  commander-in-chief  until  peace  above  recited  it  doth  plainly,  positively,  and 

was  actually  concluded ;    and  although  the  indisputably  appear,  that  the  Nabob  Fyzoola 

dangerous  consequences  to   be   apprehended  Kh^,  in  case  of  war,  was  not  bound  to  furnish 

from  the  said  answer  were  thereby  prevented,  more  than  three  thousand  men  under  any 

yet  by  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  said  construction,  unless  the  vizier  should  march 

answer,    Warren.  Hastings,    Esquire,    did  in  person, 
strongly  evince  his  ultimate  adherence  to  all 

the  former  violent  and  unjust  principles  of  his  IV. — That  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  was 
conduct  towards  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  not  positively  bound  to  furnish  so  many  as 
which  principles  were  disgraceful  to  the  cha-  SOOO  men,  but  an  indefinite  number,  not  more 
racter,  and  injurious  to  the  interests,  of  this  than  three,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand ; 
nation  ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  that,  of  the  precise  number  within  such  limi- 
did  thereby,  in  a  particular  manner,  exclude  tations,  the  ability  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  not 
himself  from  any  share  of  credit  for  **  the  the  discretion  of  the  vizier,  was  to  be  the 
honourable  period  put  to  the  Rohilla  war,  standard  ;  and  that  such  ability  could  only 
which  has  in  some  degree  done  away  the  re-  mean  that,  which  was  equitably  consistent 
proach  so  wantonly  brought  on  the  English  not  only  with  the  external  defence  of  his  jag- 
name."  hire,  but  with  the  internal  good  management 

thereof,  both  as  to  its  police  and  revenue. 


Y. — That  even  in  case  the  vizier  should 

&IOHTS  OF   FvzooLA  KHAN  UNDER  THE  march  in  person,  it   might   be  reasonably 

TREATY  OF  JLALL-DANO.  doubted  whether  the  personal  service  of  the 

Nabob  Fyzoola  KbSoi  '^  with  his  troops," 

I. — That  notwithstanding    the  culpable  must  be  understood  to  be,  with  aU  his  troops, 

and  criminal  reluctance  of  the  President  Has-  or  only  with  the  number  before  stipulated, 

tings,  herein  before  recited,  a  treaty  of  peace  not  more  than  three,  and  not  less  than  two 

and  friendship  between  the  Vizier  Shuja  ul  thousand  men ;  and  that  the  latter  is  the  in- 

Dowla  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^n  was  terpretalion  finally  adopted  by  Warren  Has- 

finally  signed  and  sealed,  on  the  7th  October,  tings  aforesaid,  and  the  council  of  Bengal,who, 

1774,  at  a  place  called  Lall-Dang,  in  the  pre-  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  April 

sence,  and  with  the  attestation  of  the  British  6th,  1783,  represent  the  clauses  of  the  treaty 

commander-in-chief,  Col.  Alexander  Cham-  relative  to  the  stipulated  aid  as  meaning  sim- 

pion  aforesaid;  and  that  for  the  said  treaty  the  ply,  that  Fyzoola  Khka  "  should  send  2  or 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  agreed  to  pay,  and  did  SOOO  men  to  join  the  vizier's  forces,  or  attend 

actually  pay,  the  valuable  consideration  of  in  person  in  case  it  should  be  requisite." 
half  his  treasure,   to  the  amount  of  fifteen 

lacks  of  rupees,  or  160,000/.  sterling,  and  VI. — That  from  the  aforesaid  terms  of  the 

upwards.  treaty  it  doth  not  specifically  appear  of  what 

the  stipulated  aid  should  consist,  whether  of 

II. — That  by  the  said  treaty  the  Nabob  horse  or  foot,  or  in  what  proportion  of  both ; 

Fyzoola  Kh^n  was  established  in  the  quiet  but  that  it  is  the  recorded  opinion,  maturely 

possession    of  Rampore,    Shawabad,    and  formed  by  the  said  Hastings  and  his  council, 

<(  some  other  districts  dependent  thereon/'  in  January,  1783,  that  even  "  a  single  horse* 
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mtfteaywIiidiFTXooUKjifta  good  frrier,  food  of  weahh,  mai  pntuuuUf 

Migbt  fanush,  would  profo  a  litaral  conpli-  tke  paamm  •/  oaAitian,"  be  did  peaceabl^ 

•■08  willi  the  et^mUlioa."  *PP^7  himself  to  *■'  improre  the  state  of  hu 

country  ;  and  did,  by  his  own  pmdenu  and 
VII. — That,  in  the  ereat  of  any  doubt  &ir-  attention^  increase  the  revenues  thereof  be- 
\y  arising  from  the  tenu  of  the  treaty,  the  yond  the  amount  specified  in  Sbu^a  ul  Dow- 
Nabob  Pyzoola  Kh4n,  in  coosideffatioo  of  his  U's  grant." 
hereditary  right  to  the  whole  country,  and  the 

price  by  him  actually  paid  for  the  said  treaty,  II.~That  in  the  year  1777,  and  in  the  be- 

was  in  equity  entitled  to  the  moat  fiivourable  ginning  of  the  year  1778,  being  *'  alarmed  at 

const!  uctioo*  the  young  TizieHs  resumption  of  a  number  of 

jaghires  granted  by  his  father  to  different  per- 

YIII.— That,  from  the  attestation  of  Co-  sons,  and  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  bis 

looel   ChampioQ  aforesaid,  the   government  conduct  in  general ;"  and  having  now  learned 

of  Calcutta  acquired  the  same  right  to  inter-  (from  whom  it  does  not  appear,  but  probably 

pose  with  the  vizier  for  the  protection  of  the  from  some  person  supposed  of  competeot  ao- 

Nabob  Pyzoola  Kh&n,  as  they  the  said  go-  thurity,)  that  Colonel  Champion  formerly  wit- 

▼emmeot  had  before  claimed  from  a  similar  nessed  the  treaty  as  a  private  person,  the  Na- 

attestation  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  to  assist  the  bob   Fyzoola  Klian  did  make  frequeDt  and 

▼izier  in  extirpating  the  whole  nation  of  the  urgent  solicitations  to  Nathaniel  Middletoo, 

■aid  Fyzoola  Khin ;  more  especially,  as  in  Esquire,  then  resident  at  Oude,  and  to  War- 

the  case  of  Sir  Robert  Barker,  it  was  contra-  ren  Hastings  aforesaid,  then  govemour-gene- 

ry  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  then  adminis-  ral  of  Bengal,  "  for  a  renovation  of  bis  (tbe 

tnUion,  and  the  furthest  from  the  intentions  of  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan's)  treaty  with  the  late 

the  said  Barker  himself,  that  his  attestation  vizier,  and  the  guarantee  of  Uie  company," 

should  involve  the  company ;  but  the  attesta-  or  for  ^'  a  separate  agreement  with  the  com' 

tioD  of  Colonel  Champion  was  authorized  by  P>^y  ^r  his  defence  ;**  considering  them  (the 

•11  the  powers  of  the  jgovemment,  as  a  "  sano  company)  as  "  the  only  power   in  which  be 

tion  "  intended  **  to  add  validity  **  to  the  trea-  bad  confidence,  and  to  which  he  could  look  ibr 

tj  :  that  they  the  said  government,  and  in  protection." 
particular    the  said    Warren   Hastings,  as 

tbe  first  executive  member  of  the  same,  were  HI* — That  tbe  said  resident  Middletoo, 
bound  by  the  ties  of  natural  justice  duly  to  &tid  the  said  governour-general  Hastings, 
exercise  the  aibresaid  right,  if  need  were  ;  did  not,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do,  en- 
and  that  their  duty  so  to  interfere  was  more  deavour  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the 
particularly  enforced  by  the  spirit  of  the  cen-  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan  by  assuring  him  of  bis 
■ares  past  both  by  the  directors  and  proprie-  safety  under  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Cham- 
tors  in  the  R(^illa  war,  and  the  satisfaction  pion*s  attestation  aforesaid  ;  but  by  their  cri- 
espressed  by  thedirectors  "  in  the  honourable  minal  neglect,  if  not  by  positive  expressions 
■od  put  to  Uiat  war.''  (as  there  is  just  ground  from  their  subsequent 

^^^^^  language  and  conduct  to  believe)    they,  the 

said  Middleton  and  the  said  Hastings,  did  at 

OUARAVTEB    OF   THE   TBKATT  OF  least  keep  alive  and  confirm  (whoever  may 

LALL-DAjro.  have  originally  suggested)  the  said  apprehen- 

sion ;  and  that  such  neglect  alone  was  the 
I.--THAT  during  the  life  of  the  Vizier  more  highly  culpable  in  the  said  Hastings,  in- 
Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  for  some  time  after  his  asmuch  as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  conjanc 
death,  under  his  son  and  successour  Aseph  ul  tion  with  other  members  of  the  select  commit- 
Dowla,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  did  remain  tee  of  the  then  presidency  of  Bengal,  did,  on 
without  duturbance  or  molestation ;  that  he  the  17th  of  September,  1774,  write  to  Colo- 
did  all  the  while  imagine  his  treaty  to  be  un-  nel  Champion  aforesaid,  publicly  authorizing 
der  the  sanction  of  the  company  from  Colo-  him,  the  said  Colonel  Champion,  to  join  his 
nel  Champion's  affixing  his  signature  thereto  aanction  to  the  accommodations  agreed  on 
as  a  witness,  «« which  signature,  as  he  (Fy-  (between  the  Vizier  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  the 
soola  Kh&n)  supposed,''  rendered  thecompa-  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan)  to  add  to  their  voHdi- 
vy  the  arbitrators  between  the  vizier  and  him-  ty  ;  and  on  the  6th  of  October  following  did 
■elf,  in  case  of  disputes ;  and  that  bemg  "  a  again  write  to  the  said  Colonel  Champion 
man  of  seiue,  but  eartrtme  jnuillanimity,  a  more  explicitly,  to  join  his  sanction,  "  either 
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by  attesting  the  treaty,  or  aeUng  asguaraniee  Y.— That  the  goTemoar^enaral,  Warren 

on  the  part  of  the  company  for  the  perform-  Hastings  aforesaid,  did  immediately  move 

ance  of  it ;"  both  which  letters,  though  they  **  that  the  board  approve  the  deputation  of 

did  not  arrive  until  after  the  actual  signature  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell,  and  that  the  resident 

of  the  said  Colonel  Champion,  do  yet  incontro-  (Middleton)  be  authorized  to  offer  the  oom- 

vertibly  mark  the  solenm  intention  of  the  said  pany's  guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the 

committee  (of  which  the  said  Hastings  was  treaty  subsisting  between  the  vizier  and  Fy- 

president)  that  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Cham-  zoola  Kh§.n,  provided  it  meets  with  the  vizier's 

pion's  attestion  should  be  regarded  as  a  pub-  concurrence  ;*' and  that  the  govemoar-general's 

lie,  not  a  private,  sanction  ;  and  it  was  more  proposition  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative ; 

peculiarly  incumbent  on  such  persons,  who  the  usual  majority  of  council  then  consist" 

had  been  members  of  the  said  committee,  so  ing  of  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  near  rela- 

to  regard  the  same.  tion  of  Daniel  Octavus  Barwell,  aforesaid) 

and  the  govemour-gencral  Warren  Hastings, 

IV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  who,  in  case  of  an  equality,  had  the  casting 
further  guilty  of  much  criminal  concealment  voice, 
for  the  space  of  **  twelve  months,**  inas- 
much as  he  did  not  lay  before  the  board  the  Vl. — That  bn  receiving  from  Mr.  Daniel 
frequent  and  urgent  solicitations,  which  he,  Barwell  full  and  early  assurance  of  Fjrzoola 
the  said  Hastings,  was  continually  receiv-  Khan's '^having  preserved  every  article  of  his 
ing  from  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  until  the  treaty  inviolate,"  the  resident  Middlet«n  i^h 
9th  of  March,  1778  ;  on  which  day  the  said  plied  for  the  vizier's  concurroM»,  which  was 
Hastings  did  communicate  to  the  council  a  readily  obtained  ;  the  vizier  however  premis* 
public  letter  of  the  aforesaid  Middleton,  re-  ing  that  he  gave  his  consent,  "  taking  it  for 
sident  at  Oude,  acquainting  the  board,  that  he  granted,  that  on  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  receiving  the 
(the  said  Middleton)  taking  occasion  from  a  treaty,  and  khelaut  (or  robe  o(  honour)  be 
late  application  of  Fyzoola  Khdn  for  the  was  to  make  him  a  return  of  the  complimen- 
company's  guarantee,  had  deputed  Mr.  Daniel  tary  presents  usually  offered  on  such  occasions 
Octavus  Barwell  (assistant  resident  at  Be-  Knd  of  such  an  amount  M  should  be  a  numife»' 
nares,  but  then  on  a  visit  the  resident  Middle-  tation  of  Fyzoola  KhMs  due  sense  of  his 
ton  at  Lucknow)  to  proceed  with  a  special  Jriendshipj  and  suitcAle  to  his  excMeney*s 
commission  to  Rampure,  there  to  inquire  on  rank  to  receive ;"  and  that  the  resident  Mid- 
the  spot  into  the  truth  of  certain  reports  dleton  "  did  make  himself  in  some  measure 
circulated  to  the  prejudice  of  Fyzoola  Kh^,  responsible  for  the  said  presents  being  ob- 
which  reports,  however,  the  said  Middleton  tained,"  and  did  write  to  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell 
did  afterwards  confess  himself  to  have  "  oZ-  accordingly. 
ways"  thought  ^'  in  the  highest  degree,  tm- 
probable.'^  VII. — That  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 

That  the  said  resident  Middleton  did  "  re-  council  herein  before  recited,  the  solicited 
quest  to  know  whether,  on  proof  of  Fyzoola  guarantee,  under  the  seal  of  the  resident  Mid- 
Khan's  innocence,  the  honourable  board  dleton,  thus  duly  authorized  on  behalf  of  the 
would  bo  pleased  to  grant  him  (the  resident)  company,  was  transmitted,  together  with  the 
permission  to  comply  with  his  (Fyzoola  renewed  treaty,  to  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell 
Khan's)  request  of  the  company's  guaranty-  aforesaid  at  Rampore ;  and  that  they  were 
ing  his  treaty  with  the  vizier."  And  the  said  both  by  him,  the  said  Barwell,  presented  to 
Middleton,  in  excuse  for  having  irregularly  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Elh&n,  with  a  solemnity 
"  availed  himself  of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  not  often  paralleled, «« in  the  presence  of  the 
Daniel  Barwell,"  who  belonged  to  another  greatest  part  of  the  nabob's  subjects,  who 
station,  and  for  deputing  him  with  the  afore-  were  assembled,  that  the  ceremony  might 
said  commission  to  Rampore,  without  the  create  a  full  belief  in  the  breasts  of  all  bis 
previous  knowledge  of  the  board,  did  urge  people,  that  the  company  would  protect  mil 
the  plea  *'  o/  immediate  necesnty  ;"  and  that  as  long  as  he  strictly  adhered  to  tfM  UiUt  of 
such  plea,  if  the  necessity  really  existed,  was  his  treaty." 
a  strong  charge  and  accusation  against  the  said 

Warren  Hastings,  from  whose  criminal  ne-  VIII.— That  in  the  eoBclarion  of  tlteeaid 

gleet  and  concealment  the  urgency  of  such  ceremony  the  Nabob  Fyxoola  Khin  did  do* 

necessity  did  arise.  liver  to  the  said  Barwell,  for  the  use  if  tiM 
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▼iziar,  a  mnxer  (or  present)  of  elephants,  said    Hastinfs    lor   socii   acceptance   was 

liorsef,  &c.  and  did  add  thereto  a  lack  of  ru-  therefore  higfalj  derogatory  Xo  the  honour  of 

pees,  or   10,000/.  and  upwards ;  whkh  sum  this  nation, 
the  said  Barwell,  "  not  being  aulhurizcd  to 

accept  any  pecuniary  consideration,  did  at  X. — That  the  aforesaid  member  of  the  coon- 
first  refuse ;"  but  upon  Fyzoola  Khan's  urg-  cil  did  further  disapprove  altogether  of  the 
ing,  that  on  such  occasions  it  was  the  invaria-  guarantee,  *'as  unnecessary ;"  and  that  another 
ble  custom  of  Uindostan,  and  thai  it  must  on  member  of  council,  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire, 
the  preaent  be  expected,  as  it  had  been  formerly  the  near  relation  of  Daniel  Octavus  Barwell, 
lAs  c(ue^  (but  when,  does  not  appear:)  he,  herein  before  named,  did  declare  (but  aider 
the  said  Barweli,  did  accept  the  ''  said  lock  the  said  guarantee  had  taken  place)  that 
in  the  name  of  the  vizier,"  our  ally,  ''in  '^  this  government  (of  Calcutta)  was  in  fact 
whose  wealth  (as  Warren  Hastings  on  ano-  engaged,  by  Colonel  Champion's  signature 
tber  occasion  observed)  we  should  partici-  being  to  the  treaty  with  Fyzoola  Khan,"  that 
pate,**  and  on  whon)  we  at  that  time  had  an  the  said  unnecessary  guarantee  did  not  only 
accumulating  demand.  subject  to  a  heavy  expense  a  prince,  whom  vre 

were  bound  to  protect,  but  did  further  produce 
IX. — That  over  and  above  the  lack  of  in  his  mind  the  following  obvious  aud  natu- 
rupees  thus  presented  to  the  vizier,  the  Na-  ral  coitclusions ;  namely,  "  that  the  signature 
bob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  did  likewise  ofier  one  otlier  of  any  person,  in  whatever  public  ctqxicity  he 
\mck  of  rupees,  or  upwards  of  10,000/.  more,  at  present  appears,  will  not  be  valid  and  ofef" 
for  the  company}  ''  as  some  acknowledgment  feet,  as  soon  as  some  other  shall  ,fiU  his  sta- 
of  the  obligation  he  received  :  that  although  tion  ,*"  a  conclusion,  however,  immediately 
such  acknowledgment  was  not  pretended  to  tending  to  the  total  discredit  of  all  powers  de> 
be  the  invariable  custom  of  Hindostan  on  legated  from  the  board  to  any  individual  ser- 
such  occasions,  however  it  might  on  the  pre-  vant  of  the  company,  and  consequently  toclog, 
sent  be  expected,"  Mr.  Daniel  Barwell  afore-  perplex,  and  embarrass  in  future  all  transao- 
said  (knowing  probably  the  disposition  and  tions  carried  on  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of 
▼lews  of  the  then  actual  government  at  Cal-  government,  and  to  disturb  the  security  of  all 
cutta)  did  not  even  at  first,  decline  the  said  persons  possessing  instruments  already  so 
offer,  but,  as  he  was  not  empowered  to  accept  ratified  ;  yet  the  only  conclusion  left  to  Fy- 
it,  did  immediately  propose  taking  a  bond  for  zoola  Kh^,  which  did  not  involve  some  si- 
the  amount,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  board  front  either  to  the  private  honour  of  the  corn- 
should  be  known.  pany's  servants,  or  to  the  public  honour  of  the 
That  the  offer  was  accordingly  communicat-  company  itself;  and  that  the  suspicions,  which 
ed  by  the  said  Barwell  to  the  resident  Mid-  originated  from  the  said  idea  in  the  breast  of 
dleton,  to  be  by  him,  the  resident,  referred  Fyzoola  Kh^n,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  resii 
to  the  board;  and  that  it  was  so  referred  ;  dentMiddleton'sauthority,did  compel  the  go- 
that  in  reply  to  the  said  reference  of  the  vemour-general,  Warren  Hastings,  to  obvi- 
resident  Middleton,  the  govemour-general  ale  the  bad  effects  of  his  first  motion  for  the 
(Warren  Hastings)  did  roovo  and  carry  a  guarantee  by  a  second  motion  ;  namely,  *'  that 
vote  of  council,  <'  authorizing  Mr.  Middleton  a  letter  be  written  to  Fyzoola  Kh^  from 
to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Fyzoola  Kh^n  to  myself,  confirming  the  obligations  of  the  com- 
the  company  of  one  lack  of  rupees,"  without  pany,  as  guarantees  to  the  treaty  formed  be- 
assigning  any  reason  whatever  in  support  of  tween  him  and  the  vizier  ;  which  will  be 
the  said  motion,  notwithstanding  it  was  ob-  equivalent  in  its  effect,  though  not  in  form,  to 
jected  by  a  member  of  the  board,  "  that,  if  an  engagement  sent  him  with  the  company's 
the  measure  was  right,  it  became  us  to  adopt  seal  affixed  to  it." 
it  without  such  a  consideration;"  and   that 

"  our  accepting  of  the  lack  of  rupees  as  a  XII. — That  whether  the  guarantee  afbre- 

recompense  for  our  interposition  is  beneath  the  said  was  or  was  not  necessary  ;  whether  it 

dignity  of  this  government  (of  Calcutta)  and  created  a  new  obligation,  or  but  more  fully 

will  discredit  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indian  recognized  an  obligation  previously  existing ; 

powers."  the  govemour-general,  Warren  Hastings,  by 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  said  sum,  in  the  said  guarantee,  did,  in  the  most  explicit 

this  circumstance,  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  manner,  pledge  and  commit  the  public  faith 

the  said   government,   and  did   tend  so  to  of  the  company,  and  the  nation ;  and  that  by 

discredit  us ;    and  that  the  motion  of  the  the  subsequent  letter  of  the  said  Hastings 
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(which  he  at  his  own  motion  wrote,  confirm-  tachment  to  the  company  and  the  Engliah  oa- 

ing  to  Fyzoola  KhiLn  the  aforesaid  guarantee)  tion.*^ 

the  said  Hastings  did  again  pledge  and  commit 

the  public  faith  ofthe  company  and  the  nation,  IV. — That,    by    the    strong    ezpressioDi 

in  a  manner  (as  the  said  Hastings  himself  above  recited,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

remarked)    "  equivalent   to  an    engagement  deliberately  and  emphatically  add    his  own 

with  the  company's  seal  affixed  to  it ;"  and  particular  confirmation  to  the  general  testimo- 

more  particularly  binding  the  said  Hastings  ny  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khiui's  meritorious 

personally  to  exact  a  due  observance  of  the  fidelity,  and  of  his  consequent  claim  on  tho 

guarantied  treaty,  especially  to  protect  the  generosity,  no  less  than  the  justice,  of  the 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Khka  against  any  arbitrary  British  government. 

construction,  or  unwarranted  requisition  of 

the  vizier.  


PEMAITD   or  FITS  THOUSAITD  BOBBB. 


THANKS   OF  THE   BOARD  TO   FTZOOLA 
KHAN. 


I. — That  notwithstanding  his  own  private 
honour   thus  deeply  engaged,  notwithstand- 

Tbat  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  ing  the  public  justice  and  generosity  of  tho 

guarantee,  in  the  same  year,  1778,  intelligence  company  and  the  nation  thus  solemnly  commit- 

was  received  in  India  of  a  war  between  £ng-  ted,  disregarding  the  plain  import  and  positive 

land  and  France :  that  on  the  first  intimation  terms  of  the  guarantied  treaty,  the  governour- 

thereof  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh§Ui,  **  being  in-  general,  Warren  Hastings  aforesaid  in  No- 

directly  sounded,"  did  show  much  "  prompt-  vember,   1780,    (while  a  body  of  Fyzoola 

ness  to  render  the  company  any  assistance  KhSui'scavalry,  voluntarily  granted,  were  still 

within  the  bounds  of  his  finances  and  ability ;"  serving  under  a  British  officer)  did  recom- 

and  that  by  the  suggestion  ofthe  resident  Mid-  mend  to  the  vizier  "  to  require  from  Fyzoola 

dleton,  herein  before  named,  he  (the  Nabob  Khin  the  quota  of  troops  stipulated  by  treaty 

Fyzoola  Kh^)  in  a  letter  to  the  governour-  to  be  furnished  by  the  latter  for  his  (the  vi- 

general  and  council,  did  make  a  voluntary  zier's)     service,    being    five    thousakd 

"  offer  to  maintain  2000  cavalry  (all  he  had)  horse  ;"  though,  as  the  vizier  did  not  march 

for  our  service ;"  ''*  though  he  was  under  no  in  person,  he  was  not,  under  any  construction 

obligation  to  furnish  the  company  a    single  of  the  treaty,  entitled  by  stipulation  to  more 

man.**  than  "  ttoo  or  three  thowand  troops"  horse  and 

foot,  "according  to  the  ability  of  Fyzoola 

n.— That  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KhSin  did  Kh^n ;"  and  that,  whereas  the  said  Warren 

even  '*  anticipate  the  wishes  of  the  board;"  Hastings  would  have  been  guilty  of  very  crimi- 

and  that  "  on  an  application  made  to  him  by  nal  perfidy,  if  he  had  simply  neglected  to  in- 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Muir,"  the  nabob  Fy-  terfere  as  a  guarantee  against  a  demand  thus 

zoola  KhiLn  did,  '^ without  hesitation  or  delay,"  plainly  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  treaty,  so  he 

furnish  him  (the  said  Muir)  with  500  of  his  aggravated  the  guilt  of  his  perfidy,  in  the  most 

best  cavah'y.  atrocious  degree,  by  being  himself  the  first 

mover  and  instigator  of  that  injustice,  which 

in. — That  the  said  conduct  of  the  Nabob  he  was  bound  by  so  many  ties  on  himself,  the 

Fyzoola  Khan  was  communicated  by  the  com-  company,  and  the  nation,  not  only  not  to  pro- 

pany's  servants,  both  to  each  other,  and  to  their  mote,  but  by  every  exertion  of  authori^,  in* 

employers,  with  expressions  of  **  pleasure  "  fluence,  and  power,  to  control,  to  divert,  or  to 

and  "particular  satisfaction,"  as  an  event  resist. 
*'  even  surpassing  their  expectations  :"that  the 

govemour-general  Warren  Hastings,  was  offi-  II. — ^That  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Khftu  to 

cially  requested  to  convey  "  the  thanks  of  the  the  vizier  did  represent,  with  many  expressions 

board ;"  and  that,  not  satisfied  with  the  bare  of  deference,  duty ,  and  allegiance,  tluit 

discharge  of  his  duty  under  the  said  request.  The  whole  force  allowed  him  was  but 

he,  the  said  Hastings,  did,  on  the  8th  of  Jan-  "  five  thousand  men,"  and  that  "  these  consist- 

uary,  1779,  write  to  Fyzoola,  "  that  in  his  own  ed  of  two  thousand  horse,  and  three  thousand 

name"  as  well  as  "  that  ofthe  board,  he  (the  foot ;  which  (he  adds)  in  consequence  of  our 

said  Hastings,)   returned  him  the  warmest  intimate  connexion  are  equally  yours  and  the 

ihanks  for  this  instance  of  his  faithful  at-  company's  \"  though  he  does  subsequently  in* 
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tinuite,  that  "  the  three  thousand  foot  are  for  served  with  respect  to  another  treaty,  io  the 

the  management  of  the  concerns  of  his  jag-  case  of  another  person)  "  most  assuredly  does 

hire,  and   without  them  the  cullectiuns   can  not  contain  a  syllable  to  justify  his  conduct; 

never  be  made  iii  lime."  but  by  the  unexampled  latitude  which  he  as- 

Tliat  on  the  coumiuuicatiou  of  ihc  said  an-  sumus    in  his  constructions,  he  may,  if  be 

flwer  to  the  governour-gcneral,  Warren  Hast-  pleases,  extort  this  or  any  other  meaning  from 

ingS|  he,  tlie  said  Hastings  (who  as  the  coun-  any  part  of  it." 
cil  now  consisted  only  of  himself  and  Edward 

Wheler,  Esquire,  "  united  in  his  own  person         IV. — That  the  vizier  himself  appears  by 

all  the  powers  of  government ")  was  not  in-  no  means  to  have  been  persuaded  of  his  own 

duced  to  relax  from  his  unjust  purpose  :  but  right  to  five  thousand  horse  under  the  treaty; 

did  proceed  with  new  violence  to  record,  that  since  in  his  correspondence  on  the  subject 

"  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  ICh^n    had  evaded  he  (the  vizier)  no  where  mentions  the  treaty 

the  performance  of  his  part  of  the  treaty  be-  as  the  ground  of  his  demand,  except  where  he 

tween  the  late  Nabob  Shuja  ul  Dow  la  and  is   recapitulating    to  the  govemour-general, 

him,  to  which  the  honourable  com[)uny  were  Warren  Hastings,  the  substance  of  his,  the 

guarantees,  and  upon  which  he  was  lately  sum-  said  Hastings's  own  letters ;  on  the  contrary, 

moned  to  furnish   the  stipulated  number  of  the  vizier  hints  his  apprehensions  lest  Fy- 

troops,  which  he  is  obliged  to  furnish  on  the  zoola  Kh^  should  appeal  to  the  treaty  against 

condition,by  which  he  holds  the  jaghiro  grant-  the  demand,  as  a  breach   thereof,  in  which 

ed  to  him."  case  he,  the  vizier,  informs  the  said  Hastings 

That  by  the  vague  and  indefinite  term  of  of  the  projected  reply :   "  Should  Fyzoola 

evasion,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  intro-  Kh5,n  (says  the  vizier)    mention  any  thing 

duce  a  loose  and  arbitrary  principle  of  inler-  of  the  tenour  of  the  treaty,  the  Jirst  breach  of 

preting  formal  engagements,  which  ought  to  it  has  been  commuted  by  him  in  keeping  up 

be  regarded,  more  especially,  by  guarantees,  more  men  than  allowed  of  by  the    treaty : 

in  a  sense  the  most  literally  scrupulous  and  /  have   accordingly  sent   a  person  to  settle 

precise.  that  point  also.     In  case  he  should  mentioD 

That  he  charged  with  such  evasion  a  mo-  to  me  any  thing  respecting  the  treaty,  I  will 

derate,  humble,  and  submissive  representation  then  reproach  him  with  having  kept  up  too 

on  a  point,  which  would  have  warranted  a  pe-  many  troops,  and  will  oblige  him   to  send 

remptory  refiisal,  and  a  positive  remonstrance;  the  five  thousand  horse  ;"  thereby  clearly  inti- 

and  that  in  consequence  of  the  said  imputed  mating,  that  as  a  remonstrance  against  the 

evasion,  he  indicated  a  disposition  to  attach  demand,  as  a  breach  of  treaty  could  only  be 

such  a  forfeiture  as  in  justice  could  only  have  answered  by  charging  a  prior  breach  of  trea- 

foUowed  from  a  gross  breach  of  treaty ;  though  ty  on  Fyzoola  KhSin,  so,  by  annulling  the 

the  said  Hastings  did  not  then  pretend  any  ac-  whole  treaty,  to  reduce  the  question  to  a  mere 

tual  infringement  even  of  the  least  among  the  question  of  force,  and  thus  ''  oblige  Fyzonb 

conditions,  to  which,  in  the  name  of  the  com-  Khan  to  send  the  five  thousand  horse  :"  "for 

pany,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  was  the  execu-  t<^ontinues  the  vizier)  if,  when  the  corapa- 

tive  guarantee,  ny's  affairs,  on  which  my  honour  depends,  re- 
quire it,  Fyzoola  Kh5.n  will  not  lend  his  as- 

III.— That  however  "  the  number  of  troops  sistance,  what  use  is  there  to  continue  the  own- 
stipulated  by  treaty  may  have  been  under-  try  to  him?^* 

stood,"  at  the  period  of  the  original  demand,  That  the  vizier  actually  did  make  hisappli- 
"to  be  five  thousand  horse,"  yet  the  said  War-  cation  to  Fyzoola  Kh^  for  the  5000  horse, 
ren  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  he  recorded  not  as  for  an  aid,  to  which  he  had  a  just 
the  supposed  evasion  of  Fyzoola  Khitn's  an-  claim,  but  as  for  something  over  and  above  the 
swer  to  the  said  demand,  could  not  be  unac-  obligations  ol[  the  treaty,  something  "  that 
quainted  with  the  express  words  of  the  stipu-  would  give  increase  to  their  friendship,  and 
lation,  as  a  letter  of  the  vizier,  inserted  in  the  satisfaction  to  the  nabob  governour,"  (mean- 
same  consultation,  refers  the  governour-gene-  ing  the  said  Hastings)  whose  directions  be 
ral  to  enclosed  copies  "  of  all  engagements  represents  as  the  motive  "  of  his  call  for  the 
entered  into  by  the  late  vizier,  and  by  himself  5000  horse  to  be  employed  "  not  in  his,  the 
(the  reigning  vizier)  with  Fyzoola  Kh&n ;"  vizier's,  but  in  the  "  company's  service." 
and  that  the  treaty  itself  therefore  was  at  the  And,  that  the  aforesaid  Warren  Hasting! 
very  moment  before  the  said  Warren  Hast-  did,  therefore,  in  recording  the  answer  of  Fy* 
ings ;  which  treaty  (as  the  said  Hastings  ob-  zoola  KhlLn  as  an  evasion  of  treaty,  act  in  no* 


AGAINST  WARI^EN  HASTINGS.  287 

torious  contradictioD,  Dot  only  to  that,  which  (Fyzoola  KhlLn)  of  his  jaghire  entirelyi  or  to 
ought  to  have  been  the  fair  construction  of  the  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  vizier." 
said  treaty,  but  to  that,  which  he  the  said  Hast- 
ings must  have  known  to  be  the  vizier's  own  YIII. — That  Richard  Johnson,  Esquirei 
interpretation  of  the  same,  disposed  as  the  vi-  assistant  resident  at  Oude,  was,  agreeably  to 
zier  was  to  reproach  Fyzoola  Kh^  with  the  afore-mentioned  order  of  council,  deputed 
breach  of  treaty,"  and  to  "  send  up  persons  commissioner  from  Mr.  Middleton  and  the 
vho  should  settle  points  with  him."  vizier  to  Fyzoola  KhlLn  ;  but  that  he  did*ear- 

ly  give  the  most  indecent  proofe  of  glaring 

V. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  not  partiality,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  Fyzoo» 

thinking  himself  justified,  on  the  mere  plea  of  la  Kh^n :  for  that  the  very  next  day  (as  it 

«n  evasion,  to  push  forward  his  proceedings  to  seems)  after  his  arrival,  he  the  said  Johnson, 

that    extremity,  which  he  seems  already  to  from   opinions   imbibed   in   his  journey,  did 

hare  made  his  scope  and  object,  and  seeking  state  himself  to  be  '<  unwilling  to  draw  any 

some  better  colour  for  his  unjust  and  violent  favourable  or  flattering  inferences  relatively  to 

purposes,  did  further  move,  that  commission-  the  object  of  his  mission ;"  and  did  studious- 

ers  should  be  sent  from  the  vizier  and  the  ly  seek  to  find  new  breaches  of  treaty ;  and 

company  to  Fyzoola  Kh^,  to  insist  on  a  without  any  form  of  regular  inquiry  whatev- 

clause  of  a  treaty,  which  no  where  appears,  be-  er,  from  a  single  glance  of  his  eye  in  passing, 

ing    essentially  different  from  the  treaty  of  did  take  upon  him  to  pronounce  '*  the  Rohilla 

Lall-Dang,  though  not  in  the  part  on  which  soldiers,  in  the  district  of  Kampore  alone,  to 

the  requisition  is  founded  ;  and  the  said  Hast-  be  not  less  than  20,000,"  and  the  grant  of 

ings  did  then,  in  a  style  unusually  imperative,  course  to  be  forfeited.     And  that  such  a  gross 

proceed  as  follows  :  and  palpable  display  of  a  pre-determination 

"  Demand  immediate  delivery  of  3000  ca-  to  discover  guilt  did  argue  in  the  said  Johnson 

valry ;  and  if  he  should  evade,  or  refuse  com-  a  knowledge,  a  strong  presumption,  or  a  be- 

pliance,  that  the  deputies  shcUl  deliver  him  a  lief,  that  such  representations  would  be  agreea- 

Jbrmcd    protest    against    him  for  breach  of  ble  to  the  secret  wishes  and  views  of  the  said 

treaty,  and  return,  making  this  report  to  the  Hastings,  under  whose  orders  he  the  said 

rizier,  which  Mr.  Middleton  is  to  transmit  to  Johnson  acted,  and  to  whom  all  his  reports 

the  board."  were  to  be  referred. 

VI. — That  the  said  motion  of  the  govern-  IX. — That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did 
our-general  Hastings  was  ordered  according-  soon  after  proceed  to  the  immediate  object  of 
ly,  the  council,  as  already  has  been  herein  re-  his  mission,  "  which  (the  said  Johnson  re- 
lated, consisting  but  of  two  members,  and  the  lates)  was  short  to  a  degree."  The  demand 
•aid  Hastings  consequently  "  uniting  in  his  was  made,  and  *'  a  flat  refusal"  given ;  the 
own  person  all  the  powers  of  government."  question  was  repeated  with  like  effect.     The 

said  Johnson,  in  presence  of  proper  witness- 

VII. — That,  when  the  said  Hastings  order-  es,  then  drew  up  his  protest,  "  together  with 

«d  the  said  demand  for  3000  cavalry,  he,  the  a  memorandum  of  a  palliative  qffet  made  by 

said  Hastings,  well  knew,  that  a  compliance  the  nabob  Fyzoola  Khlin,"  and  inserted  in 

therewith,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoo-  the  protest : 

la  Khin,  was  utterly  inipossible ;  for  he,  the  "  That  he  would,  in  compliance  with  the  de- 
said  Hastings,  had  at  the  very  moment  be-  mand,  and  in  conformity  to  the  treaty,  which 
fore  him  a  letter  of  Fyzoola  KhSin,  stating  ^c\fied  no  d^nitive  number  of  cavalry  or 
that  he,  Fyzoola  Khlin,  had  "  but  two  thousand  infantry,  only  e^ressing  troops,  furnish  3000 
cavalry  "  altogether  ;  which  letter  is  entered  men  ;  viz.  he  would,  in  addition  to  the  1000 
on  the  records  of  the  company,  in  the  same  cavalry  already  granted,  give  1000  more, 
consultation,  immediately  preceding  the  go-  when  and  wheresoever  required,  and  1000 
▼emour-general's  minute.  That  the  said  foot  5"  together  with  one  year's  pay  in  ad- 
Hastings  therefore  knew,  that  the  only  possi-  vance,  and  funds  for  the  regular  payment  of 
ble  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  demand  ne-  them  in  future. 

cessarily  and  inevitably  must  be  a  protest  for  And  this  (the  said  Richard  Johnson  ob* 

a  breach  of  treaty ;  and  the  court  of  directors  serves)  "  I  put  down  at  his  (the  Nabob  Fy* 

did  not  hestitate  to  declare,  that  the  said  de-  soola  Kh&n*s)  particular  desire,  but  other* 

11  ml  «  carried  die  appearance  of  a  determi-  wise  useless,  as  my  orders  (which  orders  do 

uUion  to  create  a  pretext  for  depriving  him  not  appear)iMre  not  to  receive  any  palUatUm, 
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but  a  negative  or  qffirmative  f*  though  such  ler,  Esquire,  to  grant  a  certain  illegal  deleglh 

palliation,  as  it  is  called  by  the  said  Johnson,  tion  of  the  whole  powers  of  the  goremom^ 

might  be,  as  it  was,  in  the  strictest  conformi-  general  and  council ;  and  on  the  seventh  of 

\y  to  the  treaty.  the  same  month  did  proceed  on  his  way  to 

join  the  vizier  at  a  place  called  Chunaronthe 

X. — That  in  the  said  offer  the  Nabob  Fy-  borders  of  Benares  ;  and  that  tiie  aforesaid 

zoola  Khiui,  instead  of  palliating,  did  at  once  vote  of  suspending  a  final  resolution  on  the 

admit  the  extreme  right  of  the  vizier,  under  transactions  with  Fyzoola  Khlin,  was  ther^ 

the  treaty,  by  agreeing  to  fbrnish  3000  men,  fore  in  substance  and  effect  a  reference  ther»< 

when  he  (Fyzoola  Kh&n)  would  have  been  of  by  the  said   Hastings,   from  himself  m 

justified  in  pleading  his    inability   to  send  council  with  his  colleague  Wheler,  to  him- 

more  than  two  thousand.     That  such  inabili-  self  in  conference  and  negociation  with  dw 

ty  would  not  (as  appears)  have  been  a  false  vizier,  who  from  the  first  demand  of  the5O00 

and  evasive  plea,  but  perfectly  true  and  valid  ;  horse,  had  taken  every  occasion  of  showing 

as  the  three  thousand  foot  maintained  by  Fy-  his  inclination  to  dispossess  Fyzoola  Khftn, 

zoola  Kh&n  were  for  the  purposes  of  his  in-  and  who  before  the  said  demand  (in  a  letter, 

ternal  government,  for  which  the  whole  three  which  does  not  appear,  but  which  the  vizier 

thousand  must  have  been  demonstrably  neces-  himself  quotes  as  antecedent  to  the  said  d^ 

sary  :  and  that  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khan,  by  mand)  had  complained  to  the  said  Hastings  of 

declining  to  avail  himself  of  a  plea  so  fair,  so  the  ^'  injury  and  irregularity  in  the  manage- 

well-founded,  and  so  consonant  to  the  indul-  ment  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  Rampore, 

gence  expressly  acknowledged  in  the  treaty,  arising  from  Fyzoola  Khlin  having  the  uncon- 

and  by   thus  meeting  the  specific  demand  of  trolled  dominion  of  that  district.** 
the  vizier  as  fully  as,  according  to  his  own 

military  establishment,  he  could,  did  for  the  — — — 
said  offer  deserve  rather  the  thanks  of  the 

said  vizier  and  the  company,  than  the  protest,  treaty  of  chunar. 
which  the  aforesaid  Johnson,  under  the  orders 

of  Warren  Hastings,  did  deliver.  I. — That  the  governour-general,  Warren 

Hastings,  being  vested  with  the  illegal  pow- 

XI. — That  the  report  of  the  said  protest,  ers  before  recited,  did,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
as  well  as  the  former  letter  of  the  said  John-  tember,  1781,  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  vi- 
Bon,whereby  the  resident  Middleton  transmit-  zier  at  Chunar  ;  which  treaty  (as  the  said 
ted  to  the  board,  together  with  a  letter  from  Hastings  relates)  was  drawn  up  "  from  a  se- 
the  vizier,  founded  on  the  said  report  and  let-  ries  of  requisitions  presented  to  him  (the 
ter  of  the  said  Johnson,  and  proposing  in  con-  said  Hastings)  by  the  vizier,"  and  by  him  re- 
sequence "  to  resume  the  grant,  and  to  leave  ceived  "  with  an  instant  and  unqualified  as- 
Fyzoola  Kh^n  to  join  his  other  faithless  sent  to  each  article  ;"  and  that  the  said  Hast- 
forethren,  who  were  sent  across  the  Ganges."  ings  assigns  his  reasons  for  such  ready  asseot 

That  the  said  papers  were  read  in  council  in  the  following  words :  "I  considered  the  sub- 
on  the  4th  of  June,  1781,  when  the  governour-  jects  of  his  (the  vizier's)  requests,  as  essen- 
general,  Warren  Hastings,  did  move  and  car-  tial  to  the  reputation  of  our  government,  and 
ry  a  vote  to  suspend  a  final  resolution  on  the  no  less  to  our  interest  than  his.'* 
same ;  and  the  said  Hastings  did  not  express 

any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  II. — That  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar,  the 

said  Johnson ;  neither  did  the  said  Hastings  third  article  is  as  follows  : 

assign  any  reasons  for  his  motion  of  suspen-  "  That    as    Fyzoola  Kh&n  has   by  this 

sion,  which  passed  without    debate.     That  breach  of  treaty  forfeited  the  protection  of  the 

in  truth  the  said  Hastings  had  then  projected  English  government,  and  causes  by  his  con- 

a  journey  up  the  country  to  meet  the  vizier,  tinuance  in  his  present  independent  state,  great 

for  the  settlement  of  articles  relative  to  the  alarm  and  detriment  to  the  nabob  vizier,  he 

regulation    of  Oude  and   its    dependencies,  be  permitted,  when  time  shall  suit,  to  resnnie 

among  which  was  included  the  jaghire  of  Fy-  his  lands,  and  pay  him  in  money,  through  the 

zoola  Kh&n  ;  and  the  said  Hastings,  for  the  resident,  the  amount  stipulated  by  treaty,  af* 

aforesaid  purposes,  did,  on  the  3d  of  July,  by  ter  deducting  the  amount  and  charges  oif  the 

his  own  casting  vote,  grant  to  himself,  and  troops  he  stands  engaged  to  furnish  by  trea- 

did  prevail  on  his  colleague,  Edward  Whe-  ty ;    which  amount  shall  be  passed  to  tiM 
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xount  of  the  company  during  the  continu-  thereon ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby 

ace  of  the  present  war."  himself  condemn  the  violence  and  injustice 

of  the  same. 

m. — That  for  the  better  elucidation  of  his  Sdly,     That  in  recurring  to  the  original 

olicj  in  the  several  articles  of  the  treaty  demand  of  five  thousand  horse  as  the  ground 

bove  mentioned,  the  said  Hastings  did  send  of  his  justification,  the  said  Hastings  doth 

>  the  council  of  Calcutta  (now  consisting  of  falsely  assert  "  the  engagement  in  the  treaty 

Uiward  "Wheler  and  John  Macpherson,  Es-  to  be  literally  five  thousomd  horse  and  foot^ 

aires,)  two  difierent  copies  of  the  said  treaty,  whereas  it  is  in  fact  for  two  or  threc  thour' 

ith  explanatory  minutes  opposed  to  each  ar-  tar^  men ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  there- 

de  ;    and  that  the  minute  opposed  to  the  by  wilfully  attempt  to  deceive  and  mislead  his 

drd  article  is  thus  expressed :  employers,  which  is  a  high  crime  and  misde* 

**The  conduct  of  Fyzoola  ElhlUi,  in  refus-  meanour  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust. 

^  the  aid  demanded,  though  ^not  an  absolute  4thly,     That  with  a  view  to  his  further  jus- 

ivacA  of  treaty f  was  evasive  and  uncandid.  tification,  the  said  Hastings  doth  advance  a 

T%e  demand  toas  made  for  5000  cavalry,  principle,  that  "  a  scruptdoua  attention  to  the 

T%e  engagement  in  the  treaty  ia  literally  for  literal    expression"  of  a    guarantied    treaty 

MX)  horse  and  foot ;   Fyzoola  Khka  could  "  leaves"  to  the    person    so  observing  the 

iC  be  ignorant,  that  we  had  no  occasion  for  same  "  but  little  claim  to  the  exertioni^*  of  a 

ij  succours  of  infantry  from  him,  and  that  guarantee  on  his  behalf;  that  such  a  principle 

LTalry  would  be  of  the  most  essential  ser-  is  utterly  subversive  of  all  faith  of  guaran- 

oe.      ^So  scrupulous  an  attention  to  literal  tees,  and  is  therefore  highly  criminal  in  the 

ipresston,  when  a  more  liberal  interpretation  first  executive  member  of  a  government,  that 

ntld  have  been  highly  useful  and  acceptahle  must  necessarily  stand  in  that  mutual  rela- 

us,  strongly  marks  his  unfriendly  disposi'  tion  to  many. 

Mt,  though  it  may  not  impeach  his  Jldelity,  5thly,     That  the  said  Hastings  doth  profess 

td  leaves  him  little  claim  to  any  exertions  his  opinion  of  an  article,  to  which  he  gave 

om  tts  for  the  continuance  of  his  jaghire,  an  "  instant  and  unqtuU{fied  assentj''*  that  it 

tut  ^T  am  of  opinion  that  neither  the  vizier^ s  was  a  measure,  <*  by  which  neither  the  vizier* s 

w  the  company's  interests  would  be  promot'  nor  the  company^s  interests  u>ould  be  promo- 

I  fty  depriving  Fyzoola  Kh&n  of  his  indc  ted,^  but  from  which  without  some  interposi- 

trndeneyt  and  I  have  ^therefore  reserved  the  tion,  ^'  t^  ^ects  must  be  expected^*  and  that 

tecMtion  of  this  agreement  to  an  ind^nUe  the  said  Hastings  doth  tiiereby  charge  himself 

!nm  ;  and  our  government  may  always  inter-  with  a  high  breach  of  trust  towards  his  em- 

nwe  <o  prevent  any  ill  ^ectsfrom  it"  ployers. 

6thly,    That  the  said   Hastings    having 

rV. — That  in  his  aforesaid  authentic  evi-  thus  confessed,  that  consciously  and  wilfully 

lenoe  of  his  own  purposes,  motives,  and  prin-  (fi'om  what  motives  he  hath  not  chosen  to 

d^les,  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  confess)  he  did  give  his  formal  sanction  to  a 

Ghnnar,  the  said  Hastings  hath  established  measure  both  of  injustice  and  impolicy,  he 

^herse  matters  of  weighty  and  serious  crimi-  the  said  Hastings  doth  urge  in  his  defence, 

Mtion  against  himself.  that  he  did  at  the  same  time  insert  words 

Ist,    That  the  said  Hastings  doth  acknow-  <*  reserving  the  execution  of  the  said  agree- 

kdge  therein,  that  he  did  in  a  public  instru-  ment  to  an  indefinite  term ;"  with  an  intent 

lunt,  solemnly  recognize,  *^  as  a  breach  of  that  it  might  in  truth  be  never  executed  at 

ITMfy,"  and  as  such  did  subject  to  the  con-  all ;  but "  that  our  government  might  always 

leqnent  penalties,  an  act,  which  he  the  said  interpose,"  without  right,  by  means  of  an  in- 

Bastings  did  at  the  same  time  think,  and  direct  and  undue  influence,  to  prevent  the  ill 

(Kd  immediately  declare  to  be  "  no  breach  of  eflbcts  following  from  a  collusive  surrender 

ttety ;"  and  by  so  falsely  and  unjustly  pro-  of  a  clear  and  authorized  right  to  interpose ; 

CNdlng  against  a  person  under  the  company's  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby  declare 

gaarantee,  the  said  Hastings,  on  his  own  con-  himself  to  have  introduced  a  principle  of  du- 

Mrioa,  did  iiimself  break  the  faith  of  the  said  plicity,   deceit,  and   doublendealing,  into  a 

guarantee.  public    engagement  which     ought    in     its 

Sd,    That  in  justifying  this  breach  of  the  essence    to  be  clear,    open,    and   explicit ; 

eomiMBy'a  &ith,  the  said  Hastings  doth  whol-  that  such  a  declaration  tends  to  shake  and 

^  Abandon  Jus  second  peremptory  demand  for  overthrow  the  confidence  of  all  in  the  most 

it  SOOO  horu,  and  the  protest  consequent  solemn  instruments  of  any  person  so  declar- 
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ing,  and  is  therefore  an  high  crime  and  mia-     highest  degree  derogatory  to  the  honour,  ai 

demeancMzr  in  the  first  executive  member  of     injurious  to  the  interests,  of  this  natioo. 

government,  by  whom  all  Ireatiea  and  other 

engagements  of  the  state  are  princi{>aUy  to  bo  ,««■_ 

conducted. 


V. — That,  by  the  explanatory  minute  afore- 
said, the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  further, 
in  the  most  direct  manner,  contradict  his  own 
assertions  in  the  very  letter  which  enclosed 
tlie  said  minute  to  his  colleagues  ;  for  that  one 
of  the  ariicles  to  which  he  there  gave  "  an  in- 
stant and  unqualified  assent,  as  no  less  to  our 
interest  than  to  the  vizier's,"  he  doth  here  de- 
clare unequivocally  to  be  neither  to  our  inte- 
rest nor  the  vizier's  ;  and  the  "  unqualified 
assent"  given  to  the  said  article  is  now  so 
qualified,  as  wholly  to  defeat  itself.  That  by 
such  irreconcileable  contradictions,  the  said 
Hastings  doth  incur  the  suspicion  of  much  cri- 
minal misrepresentation  in  other  like  cases  of 
unwitnessed  conferences ;  and  in  the  present  in- 
stance (as  far  as  it  extends)  the  said  Hastings 
doth  prove  himself  to  have  given  an  account 
both  of  his  actions  and  motives,  by  his  own 
confession  untrue,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
his  employers,  which  is  an  high  crime  and 
misdemeanour  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust. 

VI.— That  the  said  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Chunar,  as  it  thus  stands  explained  by 
the  said  Hastings  himself,  doth  on  the  whole 
appear  designed  to  hold  the  protection  of  the 
company  in  suspense ;  that  it  acknowledges 
all  right  of  interference  to  cease,  but  leaves 
it  to  our  discretion  to  determine  when  it  will 
suit  our  conveniency  to  give  the  vizier  the  li- 
berty of  acting  on  the  principles  by  us  already 
admitted  :  that  it  is  dexterously  constructed 
to  balance  the  desires  of  one  man,  rapacious 
and  profuse,  against  the  fears  of  another,  de- 
scribed as  "  of  extreme  pusillanimity,  and 
wealthy  :"  but  that,  whatever  may  have  been, 
the  secret  objects  of  the  artifice  and  intrigue 
confessed  to  form  its  very  essence,  it  roust  on 
the  very  face  of  it  necessarily  implicate  the 
company  in  a  breach  of  faith,  whichever 
might  be  the  event,  as  they  must  equally 
break  their  faith,  either  by  withdrawing  their 
guarantee  unjustly,  or  by  continuing  that 
guarantee  in  contradiction  to  this  treaty  of 
Chunar  ;  that  it  thus  tends  to  hoki  out  to  In- 
dia, and  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  public 
principle  of  the  English  government  is  a  deli- 
berate system  of  injustice,  joined  with  false- 
hood ;  of  impolicy,  of  bad  &ith,  and  treache- 
ry ;  and  that  the  said  article  is  tiberefore  in  the 


coirsE^nsircxB  of  thc  treaty  oresp*] 

KA&. 

I. — That  in  consequence  of  thetreaty  tf 
Chunar,  the  govemour-general,  "Warren  H*  i 
tings,  did  send  official  instructions,  respflcd^ 
the  various  articles  of  the  said  treaty,  toAtJ 
said  resident  Middleton  ;  and  that  in  a  1M#' 
script,  the  said  Hastings  did  forbid  the  i^ 
sumption  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^'s  jif* 
hire,  "  until  circumstances  may  render  it 
more  expedient,  and  easy  to  be  attempN^! 
than  the  present  more  material  pursuits  tf  I 
government  make  it  appear ;"  thereby  vlif  \ 
mating  a  positive  limitation  of  the  indefiui  I 
term  in  the  explanatory  minute  above  recitcA; 
and  confining  the  suspension  of  the  articlsll 
the  pressure  of  war. 

II.— Tiiat  soon  ailer  the  date  of  the  nil 
instructions,  and  within  two  months  of  (hi 
signature  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  sail 
Hastings  did  cause  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knigH  I 
his  majesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  Williao, 
to  discredit  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  by  making  him  the  channel  of  w* 
warrantable  communication  ;  and  did,  threogfi 
the  said  Sir  Elijah,  signify  to  the  residcaC 
Middleton  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  "  appie* 
bation  of  a  subsidy  from  Fyzoola  Khlin.'* 


III. — That  the  resident,  in  answer, 
sents  the  proper  equivalent  for  2000  borsii 
and  1000  foot,  (the  forces  offered  to  Mr.  Joln> 
son  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n)  to  be  twelve  lacks,  sr 
120,000/.  sterling,  and  upwards,  each  year; 
which  the  said  resident  supposes  is  consider- 
ably beyond  what  he  (Fyzoola  Kii&n)  wM 
voluntarily  pea/ :  ''  however,  if  it  isyeurwiik 
that  the  claim  should  be  made,  I  am  ready  It 
take  it  up,  and  you  may  be  assured  notbiag 
in  my  power  slutll  be  left  undone  to  cany  it 
through." 

lY.— That  the  reply  of  the  said  HastHifi 
doth  not  appear ;  but  that  it  does  a|ipcar  si 
record,  that  "  a  negociation  (Mr.  JohasiaU) 
was  begun  for  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  cavalry  l^alt 
with  General  Goddard,  and  on  bis'(Fyf6Dla 
Kb&n's)  evading  it,  that  a 
denumdedJ* 
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^. — ^Thal  in  the   months    of  February,  ae  he  (the  vizier)  had  only  a  right  to  demand 

ri^rch,  and  April,  the  resident  Middleton  did  an  occasional  aid  to  join  his  army  in  the  field, 

f^eatedly  propose  the  resumption  ofFyzoola  or  in  garrison,  during  a  war.     But  the  said 

-i^Sm's  jaghire,   agreeably   to  the  treaty  of  new  demand  being  evaded,  or  rather  refused, 

Ki^unar  ;  and  that,   driven  to  extremity  (as  agreeably  to  the  fair  construction  of  the  treaty 

k^  said  Hastings  supposes)  "  by  the  public  by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^,  the  matter  was 

t^aaiaces  and  denunciations  of  the  resident  and  for  the  present  dropped, 
'^nister,"  Hyder  BegKh^n,  a  creature  of  the 

kid  Hastings  (and  both  the  minister  and  re-  IX. — That  in  the  letter,  in  which  the  resi- 

fiMmit  acting  professedly  on  and  under  the  dent  Middleton  did  mention  "  what  he  calls 

<tt«ty    of  Ghunar,)   <^  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  the  fray"  aforesaid,  the  said  Middleton  did 

*MAn  made  such  preparations,  and  such  a  s^in  apply  for  the  resumption  of  the  jaghire 

I^KMition  of  his  family  and  wealth,  as  evi-  of  Rampore ;  and  that,  the  objections  against 

■iltly  manifested  either  an  intended  or  an  ex-  the  measure  being  now  removed  (by  the  sepa- 

^Cted  rupture.*'  rate  peace  with  Scindia)  he  desired  to  know 

if  the  board  "  would  give  assurances  of  their 

iri. — That  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  said  support  to  the  vizier,  in  case,  which  (says  the 

&MtiDgB  did  send  his  confidential  agent  and  resident)  I  think  very  probable,  his  (the  vi- 

iend.  Major  Palmer,  on  a  private  commis-  zier's)  own  strength  should  be  found  equal  to 

fOQ  to  Lucknow  ;  and  that  the  said  Palmer  the  undertaking." 
wm  <^iarged  with  secret  instructions  relative 

k  9*3rzoola  Kh&n,  but  of  what  import  cannot  X. — That  although  the  said  Warren  Has- 

b  ascertained,  the  said  Hastings  in  his  public  tingsdid  make  the  foregoing  application,  a  new 

istructions  having  inserted  only  the  name  of  charge  against  the  resident  Middleton,  yet 

*yzoola  Kh§ui,  as  a  mere  reference  (accord-  the  said  Hastings  did  only  criminate  the  said 

tg  to  the  explanation  of  the  said  Hastings)  Middleton  for  a  proposal,  tending  "  at  such  a 

I  nrhat  he  had  verbally  communicated  to  the  crisis  to  increase  the  number  of  our  enemies ;" 

ud  Palmer  ;  and  that  the  said  Hastings  was  and  did  in  no  degree,  either  in  his  articles  of 

Inrcbj  guilty  of  a  criminal  concealment.  charge,  or  in  his  accompanying  minutes,  ex- 
press   any   disapprobation  whatever  of  the 

"VTI. — That  some  time  about  the  month  of  principle;  that  in  truth  the  whole  proceedings 

August,  an  engagement  happened  between  a  of  the  said  resident  were  the  natural  result  of 

kdy  of  Fyzoola  Kh§in*s  cavalry  and  a  part  the  treaty  of  Chunar :  that  the  proceedings 

ft  the  vizier's  army,  in  which  the  latter  were  were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  the 

Wten,  and  their  guns  taken ;  that  the  resident  said  Hastings.    That  as  he  no  where  charges 

Middleton  did  represent  the  same  but  as  a  any  disobedience  of  orders  on  Mr.  Middleton 

flight  and  accidental  affray :  that  it  was  ac-  with  respect  to  Fyzoola  Khdji,  it  may  be 

[  kaowledged  the  troops  of  the  vizier  were  justly  inferred,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  not 

ths  aggressors ;   that   it  did  appear  to  the  interfere  to  check  the  proceedings  of  the  said 

•'  koird,  and  to  the  said  Hastings  himself,  an  Middleton  on  that  subject ;  and  that  by  such 

l&ir  of  more  considerable  magnitude,  and  criminal  neglect  the  said  Hastings  did  make 

fhat  they  did  make  the  concealment  thereof  the  guilt  of  the  said  Middleton,  whatever  it 

M  article  of  charge  against  the  resident  Mid-  might  be,  his  own. 

Aeton,  though  the  said  resident  did  in  truth 

■ttiuaint  them  with  the  same,  but  in  a  cursory  _ 

■anner. 


VIII. — That  immediately  after  the  said  pecuniary  commutation  ot  the  sti- 

*'  fray  *'  at  Daranagur,  the  vizier  (who  was  pulated  aid. 
"but  a  cipher  in  the  hands"  of  the  minister 

aad  resident,  both  of  them  directly  appointed  I.— That  on  the  charges,  and  for  the  mis" 

•ad  supported  by  the  said  Hastings,)   did  deameanours  above  specified,  together  with 

Bake  of  Fyzoola  Kh5.n  a  new  demand,  equally  divers  other  accusations,  the  governour-gene- 

eftntrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ral,  Warren  Hastings,  in  September,  IVS^*, 

treaty,  as  his  former  requisitions ;  which  new  did  remove  the  aforesaid  Middleton  from  his 

demand  was  for  the  detachment  in  garrison  at  office  of  resident  at  Oude,  and  did  appoint 

Daranagur  to  be  cantoned  as  a  stationary  force  thereto  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  whom  he  hadf 

at  Lnclmow,  the  cfipital  of  the  vizier ;  where-  twice  before,  without  cause,  recalled  from  ther 
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nme ;  tnd  that  about  the  Hune  time  the  said  ed,  but  were  artfuDy  feigned,  as  a  preteaoeir 

Hastings  did  beliere  the  miod  of  the  Nabob  some  barsh  ioteqxMition ;  and  that  tbe  ink' 

Fjrzoola  Kh4n  to  be  so  irritated  in  conse-  cent  mockery  of  establishing,  as  a  matter  of  ^ 

quence  of  tbe  above  recited  conduct  of  tbe  &vour  for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  ri^ 

late  resident  Middleton,  and  of  his  (tbe  said  which  were  never  impeached  but  by  tbetici^ 

Hastings's)  own  criminal  neglect,  that  he,  the  of  Chunar  (an  instrum^it  recorded  by  Wv*' 

said  Hastings,  found  it  necessary  to  write  to  ren  Hastings  himself  to  be  founded  on  &]m* 

Fyzoola  Khiui,  assuring  him  "  of  the  favour-  hood  and  injustice,)  doth  powerfully  profa 

able  disposition   of  the  government   toward  the  true  purpose  and  object  of  all  the  dnpli* 

bim,  while  he  shall  not  have  forfeited  it  by  any  city,  deceit,  and  double  dealing,  with  whick 

improper  conduct."     But  that  the  said  assu-  that  treaty  was  projected  and  executed, 
ranees  of  the  govemour-general  did  not  tend, 

as  soon  aAer  appeared,  to  raise  much  confi-         V. — That  the  said  Palmer  was  ibstradid 

dcnce  in  the  nabob,  over  whom  a  public  in-  by  the  resident  Bristow,  with  the  subse(pi«t 

strument  of  the  same   Hastings  was   still  approbation  of  the   govemour-genenl,  "to    ><e 

holding  the  terrors   of  a  deprivation  of  his  obtain  from  Fyzoola KhIUi  an  annual  tribute f 

jaghire,  and  an  exile  "  among  his  other  fidth-  to  which  the  resident  adds,  "  If  you  eoa  jn' 

less  brethren  across  the  Ganges."  eiere  from  Aim,  over  and  above  thUj  a  fei^ 

cash  {orjine)  of  ai  least  five  lacks,  it  woold 

II. — That  on  the  subject  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  be  rendering  an  essential  service  to  the  vizier, 

the  said  Hastings,  in  his  instructions  to  the  and  add  to  tfte  cor^fidence  his  exeeUeiuy  watA 

new  resident,  Bristow,  did  leave  him  to  be  hereafter  repose  in  the  aittichmerU  of  the  N*' 

guided  by  his  own  discretion;  but  (he  adds)  606  Fyzoola  SDian.'" 

'*  be  careful  to  prevent  tbe  vizier's  afiairs  from         And  that  the  said  governour-general  Hts* 

being  involved  with  new  difSculties,  while  he  tings  did  give    the  following  extraordinarj 

has  already  so  many  to  oppress  him ;"  there-  ground  of  calculation  as  the  basis  of  the  siii 

by  plainly  hinting  at  some  more  decisive  mea-  Palmer's  negociation  for  the  annual  tribute 

sures,  whenever  the  vizier  should  be  less  op-  aforesaid  : 

pressed  with  difficulties.  "  It  vms  certainly  understood  at  tbe  tim 

the  treaty  was  concluded,  (of  which  this  stipu- 

III. — That  the  resident  Bristow,  after  ao-  lation  was  a  part,)  that  it  applied  sol^U 

quainting  the  govemour-general  with  his  in-  cavalry ;  as  the  nabob  vizier,  possessing  the 

tentions,  did  under  the  said  instructions  renew  service  of  our  forces,  could   not  possibly  re* 

the  aforesaid  claim  for  a  sum  of  money,  but  quire  the  infantry,  and  least  of  all  such  infan* 

with  much  caution  and  circumspection,  dis-  try  as  Fyzoola  Kh&n  could  furnish;  aods 

tinctly  sounding  Allif  Kh^,  the  vakeel  (or  single  horseman  included  in  the  aid  toJdck  ^ 

envoy)  of  Fyzoola  Kh4n,  at  the  court  of  the  zoola  Khan  might  furnish,  Wfmld  prove  i 

vizier  :  that  "Allif  Kh^n  wrote  to  his  master  literal  compliance  vnth  the  said  st^pulatisn. 

on  the  subject,  and  in  answer  he  was  directed  The  number  therefore  of  horse  implied  by  it 

not  to  agree  to  the  granting  of  any  pecuniary  ought  at  least  to  be  ascertained  ;  we  toill  wp- 

&id.''  pose  Jive  thousand j  and  allowing  the  ezigeocy 

for  their  attendance  to  exist  only  in  tbe  pro- 

IV. — That  the  resident  Bristow  did  then  portion  of  one  year  in  five,  reduce  thedeotaod 

openly  depute  Major  Palmer  aforesaid,  with  to  one  thousand  for  the  computation  of  the 

the  concurrence  of  the  vizier,  and  the  appro-  subsidy,  which  at  the  rate  of  fifty  rupen  p« 

bation  of  the  govemour-general,  to  the  Nabob  man,  will  amount  to  fifty  thousand  pw 


FyzoolaKh^n,  at  Rampore;  and  that  the  said  sem.     This  may  serve  for  the  basis  of  tbii 

Palmer  was  to  "  endeavour  to  convince  the  article  in  the  negociation  upon  it," 
naboSy  that  oU.  doubts  of  his  attachment  to  the 

vizier  are  ceased ;  and  whatever  claims  may  be  VI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  detb 

made  on  him  are  founded  upon  the  basis  of  then  continue  to  instruct  the  said  Palmer  ii 

fus  interest  and  advaiUage,  and  a  plan  of  es^  the  alternative  of   a  refusal  from  Fyzooit 

tablishing  his  right  to  the  possession  of  his  Jag'  Khin . 

hire.**  «  If  Fyzoola  Kh4n  shall  refuse  to  treat  ftr 

That  the  sudden  ceasing  of  the  said  doubts,  a  subsidy,  and  claim  the  benefit  ot  his  original 

without  any  inquiry  of  the  slightest  kind,  agreement  in  its  literal  expression,  he  fs*" 

doth  warrant  a  strong  presumption  of  the  resi-  sesses  a  right,  which  we  cannot  dispute,  ud 

dent's  conviction,  that  they  never  really  exist-  it  will  in  that  case  remain  only  to  fix  tbe  pr»* 
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tnber  of  horse  wfaidi  he  shall  fimiish,  Fyzoola  Eh&n  to  insitt  on  hii  treaty,  the 

>ught  at  least  to  exceed  2500.  head  of  instruction  immediately  succeeding 

doth  afford  just  reason  for  a  violent  presump- 

-— That,  in  the  above-recited  instruo-  tion,  that  such  apparent  lenity  was  but  policy, 

B  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  insinuate  to  give  a  colour  to  his  conduct;,  he  the  said 

doth  not  directly  assert,)  Hastings,  in  the  very  next  paragraph,  bringing 

That  we  are  entitled  by  treaty  to  5000  forth  a  new  engine  of  oppression,  as  follows  i 

which  he  says  were  undoubtedly  in-  **  To  demand  the  surrender  of  all  the  reiata 

to  be  all  cavalry.  (or  peasants)  of  the  nabob  vizier's  domini<Mis, 

That  the  said  ELastings  doth  then  ad-  to  whom  Fyzoola  has  given  protection  and 

it  a  single  horseman,  included  in  the  service,  or  an  annual  <rt5v<e,  in  eonyfenaatioH 

lished  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  would  prove  for  the  loss  stisUdned  by   the    nabob   vizier 

1  compliance.  in  his  revenutf  thus  iranrferrod  to  JFifxoola 

i'hat  the  said  Hastings  doth  next  resort  Kh&n, 

>  the  supposition  of  our  right  to  the  *^  You  have  stated  the  increase  of  his  jag- 

000  cavalry.  hire,  occasioned  by  this  act,  at  the  moderate 

That  the  said  Hastings  doth  after-  sum  of  fifteen  lacks.     The  tribute  ought  at 

lunk,  in  the  event  of  an  explanation  least  to  be  one-third  of  that  amount. 

reaty,  and  a  settlement  of  the  proper^  "  We  conceive  that  Fyzoola  Kh&n  him- 

cavalry,  instead  of  a  pecuniary  com-  self  may  be  disposed  to  yield  to  the  preceding 

Df  it  will  be  all  we  can  demand,  that  demand,  on  the  additional  condition  of  being 

bisr  should  at  least  exceed  2500.  allowed  to  hold  his  lands  innitumgaw(or  an  in- 

rhat  the  said  Hastings  doth,  in  calcu-  heritable  tenure)  instead  of  his  present  tenure 

M  supposed  time  of  their  service,  as-  by  jagheer,  (or  a  tenure  for  life.)     This  w» 

lariiitnuy  estimate  of  one  year  of  war  think  the  vizier  can  have  no  objection  to 

of  peace ;  which  (however  moderate  grant,  and  we  recommend  it :  but  for  this  a 

Illation  may  appear  on  the  average  of  fine  or  peshcush  ought  to  be  immediately  paid 

Hastings's  own  government)  doth  in-  in  the  customary  proportion  of  the  Jumma, 

principle  in  a  considerable  degree  estimated  at  thirty  ladis.^* 
nt  to  the  system  of  perfect  peace, 

ed  in  the  standing  orders  of  the  com-  IX. — That  the  resident  Bristow  (to  whom 

the  letter  containing  Major  Palmer's  instruo- 
rhat,  in  estimating  the  pay  of  the  tions  is  addressed)  no  where  attributes  the  in- 
to be  commuted,  the  said  Hastings  crease  of  Fjrzoola  Kh&n's  revenues  to  this 

the  pay  of  each  man  at  50  rupees  a  protection  of  the  fugitive  reiats,  subjects  of 

which  on  5000  troops,  all  cavalry  (as  the  vizier :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

Hastings  supposes  the  treaty  of  Lall-  was,  therefore,  not  warranted  to  make  that  a 

have  meant)  would  amount  to  an  ex-  pretext  of  such  a  peremptory  demand ;  that 

*90  lacks  a  year,  or  between  300,0002.  as   an   inducement  to  make  Fyzoola  Kh&n 

1,000/.     And  this  expense,  strictly  agree  to  the  said  demand,  it  is  ofibred  to  set^ 

;  (according  to  the  calculations  of  the  tie  his  lands  upon  a  tenure,  which  would  se- 

itiiigs)  from  the  intention  of  Shuja  ul  cure  them  to  his  children ;  but  that  settlement 

grant  to  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  was  design-  is  to  bring  with  it  a  new  demand  of  a  fine  of 

supported  out  of  a  jaghire,  valued  at  thirty  lacks,  or  300,0002.  and  upwards;  that 

acks  only,  or  something  more  than  the  principles  of  the  said  demand  are  violent 

L  of  yearly  revenue,  just  half  the  and  despotic,  and  the  inducement  to  acquies- 

of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  con-  cence  deceitful  and  insidious  ,*  and  that  both 

«i  of  the  said  jaghire.  the  demand  and  the  inducement  are  derc^tory 

hat  a  basis  of  negociation  so  incon-  to  the  honour  of  this  nation. 
lo  arbitrary,  and  so  unjust,  is  contrary 

jMightness  and  integrity,  which  should  X. — That  Major  Palmer  aforesaid  pro* 

» transactions  of  a  great  state,  and  is  ceeded  under  these  instructions  to  Rampore, 

iorogatory   to    the  honour  of  this  where  his  journey  **  to  eattort  a  sttm   of 

money"  was  previously  known  from  Allif 

Kh&n,  vakeel  of  Fyzoola  Khan  at  the  vizier's 

—That  notwithstanding  the  seeming  court :  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  assu- 

(OD  and  justice  of  the  said  Hastings  ranees  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  goveriH 

dbg  the  clear  and  undoubted  right  of  ment  given  by  the  said  Hastings  (as  is  heraiii 
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related)  the  Nabob  Fyzoo1aKh4ii<fidezpren  and  how  the  cop&faaee  tad  flnpfMiofdi 

the  most  serious  and  desponding  appreben-  said  Hastings  did  tn»ly  operate  oo  the  umiii 

vions,  both  by  letter  and  through  his  Takeel,  Fy/oola  Khan,  doth  appear  to  be  better  a* 

to  the  resident  Bristow,  who  represents  them  plained  by  another  passage  in  the  sameltttffi 

to  Major  Palmer  in  the  following  manner  :  where  the  said  Palmer  congratulates  bimMlf 

**  The  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^n  complains  of  on  the  scUu^faction^  which  he  gave  to  FfiMk 

the  distresses  he  has  this  year  suffered  from  Khun  in  the  conduct  of  this  negociatioB,  is 

the  drought.     The   whole  collections  have,  be  spent  a  month  in  order  to  effect  *•'■  bj  up- 

with  great  management,  amounted  to  about  ment   and   persuasion,  vghat   he  eouid  Am 

twelve  lacks  of  rupees,  from  which  sum  he  ohlained  m  an  hottr  by  threaie  and  eomfJp 

has  to  support   his   troops,  his  family,  and  mmu." 
several  relations  and  dependants  of  the  lato 

Rohilla  chiefs.     He  says,  »/  clearly  appearw  • 
to  be  intended  to  deprive  him  of  his  country^ 

a»  the  high  demand  you  have  made  of  him  i»  F17I.L  TIlfDZCATiov  or  FTZOOLA  IBAI 
inadmiesible.     Should  he  have  assented  to  it,  BT  major    palmer  ahd    MX. 
it  would  be  impossible  to  perform  the  condh*  BASTiNoa. 
tions,  and  then  his  reputation  would  be  injur- 
ed by  a  breach  of  agreement.     Allif  Khan  !• — That  in  the  course  of  the  said  ncjio* 
further  represents  that  it  is  his  master'a  tn-  ciation  for  establishing  the  rights  of  the  K*- 
tention,  in  case  the  demand  should  not  be  re-  bob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  Major  Palmer  aforenid 
linquished  by  you,  first  to  proceed  to  LatcknoWf  did  communicate  to  the  resident  Bristow, and 
where  fie  proposes  having  an  interview  ujith  through  the  said  resident  to  the  council-gtiK* 
the  vizier  and  resident;  if  he  should  not  be  ral  of  Bengal,  the  full  and  direct  denial  of  the 
cAle  to  obtain  his  own  terms  for  a  future  pos^  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khlm  to  all  and  every  of  iki 
session  of  lusjaghire,  he  will  set  off"  for  Cal-  charges  made  or  pretended  to  be  laade  agaknt 
cutta  in  order  to  pray  for  justice  from  the  him,  as  follows : 

honourable  the  govemour-general.     He  ob-  Fyzoola  Khiui  persists  in  denying  the  Uf 

serves,  it  is  the  custom  of  the   honourable  fringement  on  his  part  of  any  one  article  io  til* 

company,  when  they  deprive  a  chief  of  his  treaty,  or  the  neglect  of  any  obligation  which  it 

country,  to  grant  him  some  allowance.    This  imposed  upon  him. 

he  expects  from  Mr.  Hastings's  bounty ;  but  "  He  does  not  admit  of  the  improvemei^ 

\f  he  should  be  disappointed^  he  will  certainly  reported  to  be  made  in  his  jaghire,  and  evtn 

set  qffupon  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  Me^  asserts  that  the  collections  this  year  will  ftil 

dmaj  and  renounce  the  cares  of  the  worlds  ^ort  of  the  original  jumma  (or  estimate)  b/ 

"  He  directs  his  vakeel  to  ascertain  whe^  reason  of  the  long  drought. 

ther  the  English  intend  to  deprive  him  of  hie  "  He  denies   having  exceeded  the  limiteii 

country ;  for  if  they  do,  he  is  ready  to  sur-  number  of  Rohillas  in  his  service  ; 

render  it,  upon  receiving  an  order  from  the  '*  And  having  refused  the  required  aid  of 

resident."  cavalry,  made  by  Johnson,  to  act  with  6eo»- 

ral  Goddard. 

XI.— 'That  afler  much  negociation  the  Na-  "He  observes,  respecting   the  charge  of 

bob  Fyzoola  Khin,  "  being  fully  sensible  that  evading  the  vizier's  requisition  for  the  cava)- 

an  engagement  to  furnish  military  aid,  Aoto-  ry,  lately  stationed  at  Daranagur,  to  be  stt' 

ever  clearly  the  conditions  might  be  stated,  tioned  at  Lucknow  that  he  is  not  bouDd  by 

must  be  a  source  of  perpetual  misunderstand'  treaty  to  maintain  a  stationary  force  for  tbe 

ing  and  inamvenience,**  did  at  length  agree  service  of  the  vizier,  but  to  supply  an  aid  of 

with  Major  Palmer  to  give  fifleen  lacks,  or  2000  or  3000  troops  in  time  of  war. 

150,0002.  and  upwards,  by  four  instalments,  "  Lastly,  he  asserts,  that  so  far  froin  en- 

^hat  he   might  be  exempted  from  all  future  couraging  Uie  ryots  (or  peasants)  of  the  vizier 

claims  of  military  service  :  that  the  said  Pal-  to  settle  in  his  jaghire,  it  has  be«i  bis  coo- 

mer  represents  it  to  be  his  belief,  '*  that  no  stant  practice  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  aomil 

person,  not  known  to  possess  your,  (the  said  of  Rohilcund,  whenever   he  could  discover 

Hastings's)   confidence   and  support  in   the  them." 

degree  that  I  am  supposed  to  do,  wotild  have  t 

obtained  nearly  so  good  terms ;"  but  from  IT.-->That,  in  giving  his  opinions  ei  the    | 

#hat  motive  "terms  so  good**  were  granted,  aforesaid  denials  of  the  Nabob  F;(zeola.Kk&B| 
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the  said  Palmer  did  not  controvert  any  one  of  by  producing  receipts  of  varioa  datei,  and 
the  constructions  <^  the  treaty  advanced  by  Unt  great  numbers  of  these  people  surrender- 
the  said  nabob.  ed  upon  requisition  from  the  vizier's  officers." 

That  although  the  said  Palmer,  "  from 
general  appearances  as  well  as  universal  re-  III.— That,  over  and  above  the  aforesaid 
port,  did  not  doubt,  that  the  jumma  of  the  complete  refutation  of  the  different  charges 
jagfaire  is  greatly  increeuedf**  yet  he,  the  said  and  pretexts,  under  which  exactions  had  been 
Palmer,  did  not  intimate  that  it  was  increased  practised,  or  attempted  to  be  practised,  on 
in  any  degree  near  the  amount  reported,  as  it  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  the  said  Palmer 
was  drawn  out  in  a  regular  estimate,  trans-  did  further  condemn  altogether  the  principle 
mitted  to  the  said  Palmer  expressly  for  the  of  calculation  assumed  in  such  exactions 
purposes  of  his  negociation ;  which  was  of  (even  if  they  had  been  founded  in  justice) 
course  by  him  produced  to  the  Nabob  Fy-  by  the  following  explanation  of  the  nature  o( 
zoola  Khdn,  and  to  which  specifically  the  de-  the  tenure,  by  which,  under  the  treaty  of  Lall- 
nial  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n  must  be  understood  to  Dang,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^n  held  his  pos* 
apply.  sessions  as  a  jaghiredar. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  not  hint  any  doubt  "  There  are  no  precedents  in  the  ancient 
of  the  deficiency  affirmed  by  Fyzoola  Kh^  in  visage  of  the  country  for  ascertaining  the 
die  collections  for  the  current  year :  and,  nuzzerana  (customary  present)  or  peschcush 

That  if  any  increase  of  jumma  did  truly     (regular  fine)  of  grants  of  this  nature :  <Aey 

exist,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  the  said  toere  bestowed  by  the  prince  as  rewards  or  fa^ 

Palmer  did  acknowledge  it  "  to  have  been  vours ;  and  the  accustomary  present  in  return 

■olemnly  relinquished  (in  a  private  agree-  was  adapted   to  the  dignity  of  the  donor, 

ment)  by  the  vizier."  rather  than  to  the  value  of  the  gifl ;  to  which 

That  although  the  said  Palmer  did  suppose  it  never^  I  believe,  bore  any  kind  of  proporm 

the  number  of  Rohillas,  (employed  "  in  or-  turn,** 
diiiary  occupations,)  in  Rampore  alone,   to 

Bxceed  that  limited  by  the  treaty  for  his  (Fy-         iV.^That  a  sum  of  money  ("  which  of 

Eoola  Khan's)  service,"  yet  the  said  Palmer  course  was  to  be  received  by  the  company  ") 

lid  by  no  means  imply,  that  the  Nabob  Fy-  being  now  obtained,  and  the  *^  interests  both 

coola  Kh^n  maintained  in  his  service  a  single  of  the  company  and  the  vizier  *'  being  thus 

nan  more  than  was  allowed  by  the  treaty ;  and  much  "  better  promoted"  by  **  establishing  the 

>y  a  particular  and  minute  account  of  the  riglus "  of  Fyzoola  Kh^,  than  they  could 

:roops  of  Fyzoola  Khiui,  transmitted  by  the  have  been  by  "  depriving  him  of  his  indepen^ 

-esident  Bristow  to  the  said  Palmer,  the  num-  dency ;"  when  every  undue  influence  of  secret 

>er  was  stated  but  at  5840,  probably  including  and  criminal  purposes  was  removed  from  the 

>fficers,  who  were  not  understood  to  be  com-  mind    of    the     govemour-general,     Warren 

wehended  in  the  treaty.  Hastings,  Esquire,  he,   the  said  Hastings, 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  further  admit  it  did  also  concur  with  his  friend  and  agent, 

*  to  be  not  clearly  expressed  in  the  treaty.  Major  Palmer,  in  the  vindication  of  the  Na- 

vhether  the  restriction  included  Rohillas  of  all  bob  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  in  the  most  ample 

lescriptions ;  but  at  any  rate  he  adds,  "  it  manner. 

ioes  not  appear  that  their  number  is  formida-         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now 

>le  :  or  that  he  (Fyzoola  Khan)  could  by  any  clearly  and  explicitly  understand  the  clauses 

means  siU>Mt  such  numbers  as  could  cause  any  of  the  treaty,  "that  Fyzoola  Kh&n  should 

terious  alarm  to  the  vizier ;  neither  is  there  send  two  or  three  (and  not  Jive)  thousand 

iny  appearance  of  their  entertaining  any  views  men,  or  attend  in  person  in  case  it  was  rtquU- 

leyond  the  quiet  possession  of  the  advantages  site.*^ 
vhich  they  at  present  enjoy."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now 

And  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  in  which  confess,  that  the  right  of  the  vizier,  under  the 

be  said  Palmer  thought  it  prudent  "  to  vindi-  treaty,  was  at  best  "  but  a  precarious  and  tm- 

»te  himself  from  any  possible   insinuation  serviceable  right ;  and  that  he  thought  fifteen 

hat  he  meant  to  sacrifice  the  vizier's  into-  lacks,  or  150,000/.  and  upwards,  an  ample 

■est,"  he,  the  said  Palmer,  did  positively  at-  equivalent,"  (or,  according  to  the  expression 

est  the  new  claim  (m   Fyzoola  Kh^  for  of  Major  Palmer,  an  excellent  bargain)  as  in 

he  protection  of  the  vizier's  ryots   to   be  truth  it  was,  "for  expunging  an  article  of 

iriiolly  without  foundation ;  as  the  Nabob  Fy-  such  a  tenour,  and  so  loosely  worded."    And 

M»ola  Kh&n  "  had  proved  to  him  (Palmer)  finally,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  give  the 

Vol.  III.— 18 
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IbUowing  detenpcioo  oTUm  geuenl  dnracter,  aecoled  in  open  TK^atioo  of  a  positive  trci^ 

duipositioa,  and  circuiiMUiices,  of  the  Nabob  against  a  priDoe,  who  had  an  hereditary  rigk 

Fjtoola,  Kh^n  :  to  more  than  be  actoallj  possessed,  fix-  wfaon 

"  The  rumours  which  had  been  spread  of  protection  the  &ith  of  the  oompanj  and  dbi 

his  hostile  designs  against  the  vizier,  were  nation  was  repeatedly  pledged,  and  who  baJ 

totally  groundless,  and  if  he  had  been  inclin-  desenred  and  obtained   the  public  thaab  of 

ed,  he  had  not  the  means,  to  make  himself  the  British  goTemmeot,  wboi,  in  allosiaa  to 

formidable  ;  on  the  contrary,  being  in  the  de-  certain  of  the  said  acts,  the  court  of  directors 

cline  oi  life,  and  possessing  a  very  fertile  and  had  expressed  to  the  said  Hastings  thdr 

prosperous  jaghire,  it  is   more  natural    to  wishes  ^^  to  be  considered  rather  as  thegoi^ 

suppose  that  Pyzoola  Khiui  wishes  to  spend  dians  of  the  honour  and  property  of  the  n- 

the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quietness,  than  live  powers,  than  as  the  instruments  of  o^ 

that  he  is  preparing  to  embark  in  active  and  pression ;"  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  reply  to 

offensive  scenes,  which  must  end  in  his  own  the  said  directors,  his  masters,  did  conclude  in 

destmction."  official  account  of  the  final  settlement  with 

Fyzoola  Khiui,  with  the  fi>llowing  indeoeit, 

y. — ^Tet  that,  notwitstanding  this  virtual  because  unjust,  exultation  : 
and  implied  crimination  of  bis  whole  con-         "  Such  are  the  measures  which  we  sbail 
duct  toward  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  EMn,  and  ever  wish  to  observe  towards  our  allies  or  do- 
after  all  the  aioresaid  acts  systematically  pro-  pendants  upon  our  frontiers." 


*^*  AmI/u  Utter  referred  to  in  the  Vlllth  and  XVIth  ArOclea  of  Charge  ts  not  eonitkud 
m  any  of  the  Appendixee  to  the  Report*  of  the  Select  Committeet  ii  hat  been  tkot^H 
neeeeeary  lo  aimes  it  as  an  Appendix  to  theee  Charge*, 
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TO  THE  Vnith  AND  XVIth  CHARGES. 

Copy  of  a  Jjetterfrom  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  JViUiam  Devaynea,  Empdre^  Chairtm 
of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East-India  Company,  dated  Cheltenhamf  llthof  Juh/, 
1785  ;  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

To  William  Devaynes,  Esquire,  Chairman  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at  the  presidency  wheo 

of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors,  the  Surprise  arrived  ;    and  when  I  retomed 

to  it,  my  time  and  attention  were  so  entirely 

Sia, — The  honourable  court  of  directors,  engrossed,tothedayofmy  final  departure  from 

in  their  general  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Sur-  it,  by  a  variety  of  other  more  important  occu- 

prise,  dated  the    I6lh  March,   1784,   were  pations,  of  which,  sir,  i  may  safely  appeal  to 

pleased  to  express  their  desire  that  I  should  your  testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portion 

inform  them  of  the  periods  when  each  sum  of  contributed  by  myself  of  the  volumes  which 

the  presents,  mentioned  in  my  address  of  the  compose  our  consultations  o£  that  period, 

S2d   May,  1782,  was  received,  what    were  that  the  submission  which  my  respect  woald 

my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  re-  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the  command  im* 

ceipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  posed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recollection,  pe^ 

the  court  of  directors,  and  what  were  my  rea-  haps  from  the  stronger  impression,  which  the 

tons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  left  on  my 

and  for  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  repre- 

depqsits  on  my  own  account.  hens  ion  for  something  which  had  given  offence 

I  have  been  kindly  apprized  that  the  infor-  in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction,  than 

roation  required  as  above  is  yet  expected  from  as  expressive  of  any  want  of  a  further  eluci- 

me.    I  hope  that  the  circumstances  of  my  dation  of  it. 

past  situation,  when  considered,  will  plead  my  I  will  now  endeavour  to  reply  to  the  differ- 

excuse  for  having  thus  long  withheld  it.     The  ent  questions  which  have  been  stated  to  met 
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in  as  explicit  a  manner  as  I  am  able.  To  strong  probabilitf,  follow  them.  I  have  said 
such  information  as  I  can  give  the  honoura-  that  the  three  first  sums  of  the  aecoont  were 
ble  court  is  fully  entitled,  and  where  that  paid  into  the  company's  treasury  without 
■hall  prove  defective,  I  will  point  out  the  passing  through  my  hands.  The  second  of 
easy  means  by  which  it  may  J>e  rendered  more  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its  destina* 
complete.  tion  and  application  to  the  expense  of  a  de- 
First,  t  believe  I  can  affirm  with  certainty  tachment,  which  was  formed  and  employed 
diat  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  ac-  against  Madajee  Scindia,  under  the  command 
count  transmitted  with  my  letter  above  men-  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camac,  as  I  particu- 
tioned,  were  received  at  or  within  a  very  few  larly  apprized  the  court  of  directors,  in  my 
days  of  the  dates  which  are  prefixed  to  them  letter  of  the  29th  November,  1780.  Tlw 
in  the  account ;  but  as  this  contains  only  other  two  were  certainly  not  intended,  when 
the  gross  sums,  and  each  of  these  was  re-  I  received  them,  to  be  made  public,  though 
ceived  in  different  payments,  though  at  no  intended  for  public  senrice,  and  actually  ap- 
great  distance  of  time,  I  cannot  therefore  as-  plied  to  it.  The  exigencies  of  the  govem- 
sign  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  ac-  ment  were  at  that  time  my  own,  and  every 
count.  Perhaps  the  honourable  court  will  pressure  upon  it  rested  with  its  full  weight 
judge  this  sufficient  for  any  purpose  to  which  upon  my  mind.  Wherever  I  could  find  al- 
their  inquiry  was  directed  ;  but  if  it  should  lowable  means  of  relieving  those  wants,  I 
not  be  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  more  eagerly  seized  them ;  but  neither  could  it  occur 
minute  information,  and  for  the  means  of  to  me  as  necessary  to  state  on  our  proceedings 
making  any  investigation,  which  they  may  every  little  aid  which  I  could  thus  procure, 
think  it  proper  to  direct,  respecting  the  nor  do  I  know  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  witb- 
particulars  of  this  transaction,  to  Mr.  Lar-  out  appearing  to  court  favour  by  an  ostenta- 
kins,  your  accomptant-general,  who  was  privy  tion  which  I  disdained,  nor  without  the  chance 
to  every  process  of  it,  and  possesses,  as  I  be-  of  exciting  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by 
lieve,  the  original  paper,  which  contained  the  the  constructive  assertion  of  a  separate  and 
only  account  that  I  ever  kept  of  it.  In  this  unparticipated  merit,  derived  from  the  in- 
each  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  specifically  fluence  of  my  station,  to  which  they  might 
inserted,  with  the  name  of  the  person  by  whom  have  laid  an  equal  claim.  I  should  have 
it  was  made  ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  de-  deemed  it  particularly  dishonourable  to  re- 
sire  that  he  will  furnish  you  with  the  paper  it-  ceive  for  my  own  use  money  tendered  by  men 
self,  if  it  is  still  in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or  of  a  certain  class,  from  whom  1  had  interdicted 
with  whatever  he  can  distinctly  recollect  con-  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my  inferiours,  and 
ceming  it.  and  bound  them  by  oath  not  to  receive  them. 
For  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  I  was  therefore  more  than  ordinarily  cautious 
receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it,  which  would 
or  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  for  taking  scarcely  have  failed  to  light  upon  me,  had  I 
bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  paying  suffered  the  money  to  be  brought  directly  to 
others  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  my  my  own  house,  or  to  that  of  any  person  known 
own  account,  I  have  generally  accounted  in  to  be  in  trust  for  me  ;  for  these  reasons  I 
my  letter  to  the  honourable  the  court  of  di-  caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to 
rectors  of  the  22d  May,  1782 ;  namely,  that  the  treasury.  There,  you  well  know,  sir,  it 
**  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  re-  could  not  be  received  without  being  passed 
ceipts  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving  to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done 
bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  with-  by  entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  a  deposit  ;  the 
out  any  studied  design  which  my  memory,  at  first  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection,  and 
that  distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  and  that  therefore  T  had  obviously  recourse  to  it. 
I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  Why  the  second  sum  was  entered  as  a  depo- 
the  same  means  with  the  rest."  It  will  sit,  I  am  utterly  ignorant ;  possibly  it  was 
not  be  expected  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  done  without  any  special  direction  from  me  ; 
a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  intentions  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode  of 
after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transac- 
at  the  time  that  many  particulars  had  escap-  tion  itself  did  not  require  concealment,  having 
ed  my  remembrance  ;  neither  shall  I  attempt  been  already  avowed. 

to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  of         Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these 

the  &cts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  were  my  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  yet  I 

such    inferences  as    necessarilyi  or   with   a  will  cot  afErm  that  ihey  were.    Thou^IfiMl 
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Anr  iapreHkm  m  At  tmrnka  «r  •  Mrfai  from  the  knoirle^  of  Um  court  of  dirwton, 
cf  thoinhti  retained  od  mtjmmufrj,  I  —mot  —d  Mfarmmg  Uwm  of  Ihe  rest, 
certain  that  tbejnaj  not  have  been  produced        It  being  nqr  wiah  to  dear  vp  erery  doobt 
hj  Mibeecioflnt  redection  on  the  principal  thet,  npon  thii  transaction,  which  either  mj  owb 
t^wiKining  with  it  the  probable  Motivee  of  it.  vind  conld  angg^  or  which  may  hare  bees 
Of  thw  f  am  certain,  that  it  waa  my  design  suggested  by  others,  I  beg  leare  to  wa^fom 
originalljr  to  faave  concealed  the  receipt  of  all  anodier  question  and  to  state  the  terms  of  it 
the  sums,  except  the  second,  eren  from  the  in  my  replji  ^  inibrming  you,  that  the  co- 
knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors.    They  dorsMnent  on  the  bonds  was  made  about  tbe 
had  answered  my  purpose  of  public  utility,  period  of  my  leanng  the  presidency,  in  tbe 
and  I  had  almost  totally  dismissed  them  from  middle  of  the  year  1781,  in  order  to  guard 
my  remembrance.    But  when  fortune  threw  a  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  tbe  corn- 
sum  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude,  which  could  pany,  as  part  of  my  estiUe,  in  the  erent  of  my 
not  be  concealed,  and  tbe  peculiar  delicacy  of  death  ooourring  in  the  course  of  the  senrice, 
my  situation  at  Uie  time,  in  which  I  receired  en  which  I  was  then  entering, 
h,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  appearances,        Tlus,  sir,  is  the  plain  history  of  the  trai»- 
I  chose  to  apprize  my  employers  of  it,  which  action.    I  should  be  ashamed  to  request  tbat 
I  did  hastily  and  generally ;  hastily  perhaps  you  would  communicate  it  to  the  honourable 
to  prerent  Uie  rigilance  and  activity  of  secret  eourt  of  directors,  whose  time  is  too  yaluabie 
calumny  ;  and  generally,  because  I  knew  not  6r  the  intrusion  of  a  subject  so  uninteresting, 
the  exact  amount  of  the  sum,  of  which  I  was  but  that  it  is  become  a  point  of  indispensable 
in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full  possession  :  duty ;  I  must  therefore  request  the  fiirour  of 
I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  result  you  to  lay  it,at  aconrenient  time,  beforetheiB. 
M  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it,  and  In  addressing  it  to  you  personally,  I  yield  to 
in  the  performance  of  my  promise  I  thought  my  own  feelings  of  tbe  respect,  which  is  doe 
it  consistent  with  it  to  add  to  the  account  to  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  assurances, 
all  tbe  former  appropriationa  of  the  same  which  I  derive  from  your  experisDoed  drili- 
klnd ;    my  good  genius  then  suggesting  to  ties,  that  you  will  kindly  overlook  the  tronUe 
me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution,  which  might  imposed  by  it. 
have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  Tour  very  humble  and 
■uppressed  them,  and  they  were  afterwards  Most  obedioit  servant, 
known,  I  might  be  asked,  what  were  my  mo-           (Signed)         WAmKxv  Hamtimm, 
Ufm  for  withhokUng  part  of  thsM  rwseipta        GMttnAMi.  nfk/ii(y,  1785. 
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TO  TUE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


THE    LORD    VISCOUNT    MILTON, 

OVC  or  TBB  RBP&UKIITATITBS  IH  THE  COMMOKS  HOUIS  Or  FAKLIAlOBaT   FOE  flDI 

OOUHTT  or  TOBK. 

MT  DEAR  LORD,  lated,  in  their  practical  application,  to  promote 

I  All  persuaded,  that  yoar  lordship  will  not  its  security  in  this  nation— had  been  mora 

be  displeased  to  see  your  name  inscribed,  at  philo8opbicalljrde?elopod,  and  more  aocoratolf 

the  beginning  of  an  introduction  to  the  fourth  defined,  more  systematically  arrangod,  and  iqH 

▼olume  of  Mr.  Burke*s  posthumous  works,  plied  with  more   profi>und  wisdom   to  their 

The  hereditary  interest,  which  you  possess,  in  practical  ol^ect,  by  him,  than  by  any  odiar 

fHiaterer  regards  the  public  labours  of  that  person ;  principles  too,  not  less  warmly  dw> 

great  man  Bod  distingpished  statesman,  will  rished  in  his  heart,  than  firmly  embraced  by  hk 

S>rm,  I  trust,  but  a  small  part  of  your  claim  to  understanding.    Disinterested  patriotism,  ha 

such  a  distinction.     Your  father,  and  your  knew,  you  ymxMi  imbibe  finom  the  lesiOQS  ef 

great-uncle  the  late  Marquess  of  Rockingham,  your  virtuous  parents,  and  a  whig  patriot  akma 

in  addition  to  the  happiness,  which  they  en^  was  to  be  expected  from  the  house  of  Weofe- 

joyed,  of  his  personal  btimacy  and  friendship,  worth.    When  he  was  taken  from  us,  you  had 

had  also  the  gratification  of  being  in  a  high  not  attained  an  age,  that  enabled  yea  to  prafi^ 

degree  instrumental  in  the  direction  of  those  as  your  immediate  predecessors  had  done,  bj 

lalKNirs  to  the  senrice  of  their  country.    I  well  his  friendsh^  in  private,  and  co-operatiaB  te 

remember,  that  Mr.  Burke  manifested  no  or-  public  life.    But  hereditary  veneratioD  tot  his 

dinary  sensation  of  joy  at  your  birth ;  an  event,  character,andthe8tndiousperasalofhis  writ- 

which  he  considered  to  be  intimately  connec-  ings,  have,  in  a  great  degree  supplied  thit 

ted  with  theessential  interests  of  the  nation,  loss.    Had  he  lived  to  know  bow  firmly  and 

The  heir  to  a  title  convejring  the  right  to  aseat  zeabiisly  you  are  attadied  to  the  prinBulM 

in  the  legislative  councils  of  the  nation,  and  to  whidi  he  had  invariably  maintained,  and  ham 

a  landed  proper^,  among  the  first  in  value  and  stesidily  and  manfiilly  yoa  come  hnntdf  opoi 

amplitude ;  the  fiiture  h^d  of  a  &mily,  whose  all  occasions,  to  their  support,  be  would  hav<t 

alliances  aiid  connections  spread  its  influence  derived  fimn  diat  knowledge,  in  the  preesat  fan 

through  a  wide  range  of  social  and  political  anspkaons  state  of  public  affidrs,  aonw  cqbmh 

intercourse,  and  gave  it  a  sensible  and  permar  lation  at  least,  peiiiapa  some  hope  of  bell« 

nent  weight  in  all  matters  of  state,  could  not  times;  notwithstanding  the  triiwiphaiH  Ok- 

be  regarded  by  him  with  indifference.    Nor  reer,  wfaidi  lies  open  to  the  enemiee  of  wUf- 

will  this  appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is  coo-  gism,  in  oonseqnenee  of  divbiooi  within  &• 

sidered,  that  the  principles  of  the  party,  of  sel^andAe  apathy  of  the  people  from  widioaL 

which  he  knew  you  womd  almost  necessarily  Li  the  mind  of  Mr.  Burke  poUtkal  prinoi- 

beoome  a  distinguished  member,  and  probap  pies  were  not  ofajectt  of  barreo  apeecuatioa* 

bly  an  eminent  support;  principles  fixmded  Wisdom  in  him  was  abrayspraotieaL  Whal* 

upon  the  basis  of  political  liberty,  and  dalca-  ever  his  understanding  adopted  as  truth,  mido 

its  way  to  hia  heart,  and  sunk  deep  into  It; 

^*'^*".^*5J^P2^*?**H^iT^K:  "iW"  aideniand  generaw  feeUniB  aeiMd 

tkm  nreceded  the  fourth  volume  of  Mr.  Burkeg    ^;^  ««-««.;#«a.  ^- I-Ip?LJI3ir 

posthumous  works.    It  is  retained  here  In  the  wWipromptttudeandeafsnijMBfaryooca^ 

place  it  appears  In  the  English  edition.  of  applying  it  to  die  use  of  manUnd.    How 
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large  a  portion  of  an  aclive  and  laborious  life  might  &il  in  the  technical  proof  of  hit  gmh, 
was  thus  employed,  will  be  seen  in  our  future  required  onlj  to  be  known  ;  and  Mr.  Burke 
history  of  it.  Where  sliall  we  find  recorded  was  firmly  persuaded,  that  by  the  investigatioa 
exertions  of  active  benevolence,  at  once  so  nu-  of  the  affairs  of  that  government,  resulting 
merous,  so  varied,  and  So  important,  made  by  from  the  trial,  and  by  the  public  exposure  of 
one  man  ?  Among  these,  the  redress  of  wrongs     the  crimes  which  had  been  perpetrated,  he  had 

and  the  protection  of  weakness  from  the  op-  not  only  discharged  a  sacred  and  imperative 

pression  of  power,  were  most  conspicuous :  duty,  but  at  the  same  time  had  interposed  a 

And  of  this  kind  the   Impeachment  of  Mr.  powerful  check  to  the  commission  in  future  of 

Hastings    was  considered  by  Mr.  Burke,  as  such  enormities. 

beyond  all  comparison  the  most  interesting  and  It  was  from  this  riew  of  the  subject,  that 

momentous.  he  had,  a  short  time  before  his  last  sickness, 

The  volume,  which  is  now  inscribed  to  your  begun   to  prepare  materials  for  a   complete 

lordship,  relates  to  that  proceeding ;  a  proceed-  history  of  the  impeachment.     His  subsequent 

ina,  which  that  virtuous  and  enlightened  repre-  inability  to  proceed  in  it,  was,  I  know,  most 

sentative  hekl  to  be  the  most  important  of  his  sensibly  felt  by  him:  and  it  was  among  the 

parliamentary  labours.  last  requests,  he  made  me,  that  I  wouU  col- 

The  assumption  of  arbitrary  power,  in  what-  lect  and  arrange  those  materials,  and  publish 

ever  shape  it  appeared,  whether  under  the  veil  so  much  of  them,  as  I  might  judge  fit  for  pub* 

of  legitimacy,  or  skulking  in  the  disguise  of  lication. 

atate  necessity,  or  presenting  the  shameless  With  this  desire  of  my  moet  dear  and  he- 
front  of  usurpation ;  whether  the  prescriptive  noured  friend,  I  am  endeavouring  to  comply, 
claim  of  ascendency,  or  the  brief  career  of  The  cultivators  of  literature  will  for  ever 
official  authority,  or  the  newly-acquired  do-  lament  the  want  of  his  finishing  hand.  I 
minion  of  a  mob,*  was  the  sure  object  of  his  trust,  however,  that  the  substance  of  the 
detestaticm  and  hostility.  His  endeavours  to  whole  of  the  proceedings  will  be  found  in 
•tifle  it  in  its  birth,  or  to  obstruct  its  march,  these  volumes  ;  and  that  the  philosopher  and 
and  impede  its  progress,  or  to  redress  its  op-  the  statesman  will  not  be  insensible  of  their 
pressions,  will  be  found  to  have  occupied,  in  value.  This  volume  contains  the  speeches, 
various  instances,  as  I  have  already  said,  no  which  he  made  at  the  close  of  the  impeach- 
•mall  portion  of  his  life.  The  scale,  upon  ment,  and  which  were  continued  fc^  nine 
which  oppressions  of  this  kind  had  been  exer-  days. 

cised  in  oar  East-Indian  possessions,  was  of  In  a  subsequent  volume,  an   essay  will  be 

such  a  magnitude,  that  it  required  a  mind  like  made  towards  a  history  of  his  life ;  compriz- 

his  to  grapple  with  them.     His  ardent  zeal,  ing  such   part  of  his    correspondence,  and 

and  unwearied  perseverance,  were  not  more  other  fugitive  compositions,  as  may  be  judg- 

than  equal  to  the  task.    He  well  knew,  that  ed  fit  for  public  perusal.    This  volume,  the 

the  impunity  of  Indian  delinquency  was  de-  termination  of  my  labours,  and  of  our  joint 

manded  by  interest  too  weighty  and  extensive,  trust  in  editing  the  posthumous  works  of  Mr. 

and  was  secured  by  influence  and  protection  too  Burke,  I  purpose  dedicating  to  the  eari,  your 

powerful  to  bo  resisted.      The  event  accord-  venerable  father.      But  as  it  may  not  be  the 

ingly,  did  Hot  correspond  with  his  wishes :  but  divine  will,  that  I  should  live  to  accompliafa 

the  ecl&t  of  a  triumph  was  neither  necessary  ray  intention,  you  will  not,  I  hope,  my  dear, 

to  his  fame,  n<M-  the  triumph  itself  to  the  satis-  lord,  refuse  permission  to  my  availing  myself 

faction  of  his  own  mind.      The  real  cause,  of  this  present  opportunity  of  telling  the  w<^) 

vdiich  he  advocated,  did  not  depend  upon  the  how  greatly  I  love   him,  and   how  highly  I 

decision  of  the  court  of  judicature,  before  which  honour  him. 

the  impeachment  was  tried.   From  the  moment  Soon  afier  my  first  acquaintance  with  him, 

it  was  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  the  he  succeeded  to  the  splendid  possessions  ci 

attainmmt  of  its  main  object,  was  placed  out  his  uncle,  the  Marquess  of  liockingham,  my 

of  the  power  of  his  op|>onents  to  wrest  from  revered  master  and  patron ;  and,  together  with 

him.-— The  existenoe  of  the  enormities,  with  them,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  to 

the  commission  of  which  the  govemour-gene-  the  guardianship  of  the  whig  cause  in  £ng- 

ralwaa  charged,  how  much  soever  the  managers  land  and  Ireland.    From  that  time  his  poli- 
tical conduct  is  well  known  to  his  country ; 

♦  This  Is  not  a  fanciful  enumeration  of  pos-  fo^  covertly  or  in  concealment,  I  may  cat- 

Bible  cases.    The   reader  will   find   m  these  /..     ,1        "^    »  i,^  i...  j«„«  ««fk;«-      rn^ k:« 

volumes,  examples  of  Mr.  Burke's  exerUons,  fi<l«°tly  assert,  he  has  done  nothing.     To  hii 

reftrable  to  each  particular  case.— £oxt.  country,  then,  I  may  safely  leave  the  jad(- 
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ment  of  th«l  conduct.     Hii  political  know-  od,  is  oAen  driTeii,  in  popular  fUstarbaacaa, 
ladge,  aad  his  ability  for  the  admiBiatration  of  to  hare  recourse :  uid  particularly  it  was  with 
public  affairs,  are  Imown  to  those,  who  have  a  well   grounded    expectation   of  procuring 
either  sat  m  council,  or  hare  held  correspon-  thereby  the  accomplishment  of  a  great  act  of 
dence  with  him  upon  political  subjects.    His  national  justice,  by  the  restoration  of  oar 
official  services,  indeed,  during  the  late  long  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  to  their  poli- 
reign,  will  not  appear  frequent  in  the  historic  tical  rights.     This  support  of  the  executive 
page,  nor  his  name  prominently  conspicuous  in  government  required  no  compromise  of  pidrfie 
the  annab  of  party ;  but  in  the  silent  opera-  principles ;    on  the  contrary,   the  additional 
taoa  of  those  causes,  which  have  hitherto  strength  acquired  by  the  administration  might 
transnitted  to-  us  the  constitution,  if  not  ui>>  both  have  diapooeJ  and  enabled  it  to  efiec^ 
impaired,  perhaps-  without  essential  deterio-  tuate  measoses  of  salutary  reform,  of  prudent 
ration,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  that  event-  retrenchments  of  expense,  and  of  necessary 
ful  period,  and  which  have  rescued  it  from  oeconomy.    On  the  part  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam, 
frequent  and  imminent  dangers,  the  politician,  this  separation  was  marked  with  a  moderation, 
who  looks  below  the  surface  of  things,  will  which  disarmed  the  animosity  of  the  friends 
discover   abundant   proofs  of  his    influence,  he  had  quitted,  and  left  open  the  avenues  to 
Ever  keeping  steadily  in  his  view  the  essential  re-union  with  them,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 
equipoises  of  our  constitution,  he  conceived  it  indicated  the  terms  and  extent  of  the  new 
to  be  his  paramount  duty,  however  painful  the  alliance,  and  was  a  pledge  to  the  pe<^le,  that 
performance  of  it  might  be,  to  endeavour  to  the  security  of  their  rights,  and  of  the  con- 
maintain  that  balance  between  its  constituent  stitution,  was  with  him  the  sole  object  of  that 
parts,  which  is  necessary  to  the  very  existence  alliance. 

of  the  constitution  itself.  Aflerwards,  when  the  independence  of  Eu- 
If,  at  one  time,  he  abdicated,  as  it  were,  rope   was  endangered  by  an  overwhelming 
the  high  rank,  which  he  held  as  a  leader  of  force,  which    nothing  but  the  resources  of 
the  old  whig  party,  by  concurring*  in  such  a  this  country  appeared  able  to  resist,  he  united 
formation  of  a  new  party*  as  to  the  jealous  his  endeavours  with  those  of  statesmen  of  the 
eye  of  the  public,  appeared  tinged  with  a  fao-  highest  character  and  reputation,  to  call  forth 
tious  pursuit  of  power,  and  which  excited  sus-  those  resources  in  the  support  of  a  war,  which, 
picions  of  a  dereliction  of  principles  ;  it  was,  whatever  might  have  been  his  opinion  of  its 
because  he  well  knew  that  no  such  dereliction  pdicy  at  its  commencement,  he  th«i  conceiv- 
had  taken  place,  and  that  there  were  no  other  ed  to  be  a  measure  of  unavoidable  necessity, 
means  of  combating  with  effect,  that  favourite  Lastly,  when,  in  the  discharge  of  these  diH 
system,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  late  ties  to  his  country,  he  was  exposed  to  tiie 
reign  was  directed  in  all  its  operations  to  the  effects  of  political  intrigues,  he  bore  the  con- 
very  extinction  of  whiggism.  sequences'*'  with  that  dignity,  which  naturally 
If  in  an  alarming  exigency,  when  all  con-  belongs  to  conscious  merit,  when  deprived  of 
■tituted  authority  was  threatened  with  subver-  any  means  of  being  useful, 
■ion,  he  submittedf  to  the  painful  necessity  of  Whilst  I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  peo- 
acling  in  separation  from  men,  for  whom  he  pie,  for  their  judgment  upon  his  public  coih 
entertained   the    highest  esteem,    and  with  duct,  to  those,  viho  are  most  intimately  ao 
whom  he  had  lived  in  habits  of  the  most  inti-  quainted  with  his  privtfte  life,  I  may  wiUi 
mate  friendship,  and  in  concert  with  those,  of  equal   confidence  appeal,  and  ask.  By  what 
whose  political  conduct  he  had  before  gene-  private  virtue  is  it  not  eminently  distingniri^ 
rally  disapproved,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ed?   Is  this  adulation?    His  advanced  age, 
discouraging  the  projects  of  innovation,  which  and  mine,  as  they  remove  from  me  almost  all 
Uui  been  avowedly  espoused  by  those  who  temptation  to  be  a  flatterer,  may  well  exempt 
were  then  called  the  new  whigs :  it  was  for  the  me  from  such  an  imputation.    May  yoa,  my 
purpose  of  preventing,  by  strengthening  the  dear  lord,  ever  escape   its  poisonous  arts, 
legitimate   operations  of  government,  those 

inroads  upon  the  constitution,  to  which  the  »  ^he  dismission  of  tfie  coalition  ministry  in 

executive  administration,  when  weakly  form-  1784,  and  the  subsequent  discomfiture  of  the 

whig  candidates  at  the  general  election  in  the 

same  year;  his  resignation  of  the  lord  lieute- 

*  The  coalition  with  Lord  North  bi  1788.  nancy  of  Ireland  in  1795 ;  the  dismisirion  of  the 

f  The  coalition  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  1704,  and  the  Orenville  administratfen  in  1807 ;   and  Lord 

formation  of  Lord  Oren ville's  administratton  In  Fitzwilliamni  removal  from  the  lord  ttentanancj 

1800.  of  Yorkshire  in  1810. 


If 
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May  your  laboura  in  the  lenrice  of  your  coui»- 
try  procure  for  you,  together  with  its  praise, 
its  confidence ;  and  may  that  confidence, 
whilst  it  is  your  reward,  become  in  your 
hands,  one  of  the  means  of  promoting  and 
securing  its  most  valuable  interests  and  gene- 
ral prosperity.  With  these  and  every  other 
good  wish,  and  with  the  sincerest  regard,  I 
remain, 

My  dear  lord, 
Tour  moft  obedient  humble  senraot, 

W.  RoOHSfTUt. 


P.  S. — Some  apology  seems  necessary  for 
the  insertion  of  so  much  matter,  extraneous  to 
the  immediate  design  of  this  introduction.  I 
have  no  other  to  ofier,  but  the  natural  gam^ 
lity,  one  of  the  many  infirmities  of  old  age.— 
If  age  cannot  screen  me  firom  the  severity  of 
criticism,  I  must  demand  from  the  public  the 
indulgence,  which  I  may  require,  for  the  ve- 
nial gratification  of  private  and  personal  feel- 
ings, as  no  unreasonable  compensation  for  the 
labour  and  pains  bestowed  in  preparing  theie 
posthumous  works  for  its  perasaL 


TRIAL 

OP    WARREN    HASTINGS,    ESQUIRE. 

THiBD  DAr,  15th  febbuaat,  1788. 


(Mr.  Bo&ks.)  Mj  lords,  there  are  personsi  who,  loaidiig 

rather  upon  what  was  to  be  found  in  our  re- 
Mr  Lords, — The  gentlemen  who  have  it  cords  and  histories,  than  what  was  to  be  ex- 
in  command  to  support  the  impeachment  pected  from  the  public  justice,  had  formed 
against  Mr.  Hastings,  have  directed  me  to  hopes  consolatory  to  themselves  and  dishes 
open  the  cause  with  a  general  view  of  the  uourable  to  us.  They  flattered  themselveSi 
grounds,  upon  which  the  Commons  have  pro-  that  the  corruptions  of  India  would  escape 
ceeded  in  their  charge  against  him.  They  amidst  the  dissensions  of  parliament.  They 
have  directed  me  to  accompany  this  with  are  disappointed.  They  will  be  disappointed 
another  general  view  of  the  extent,  the  magni-  in  all  the  rest  of  their  expectations,  which  they 
tode,  the  nature,  the  tendency,  and  the  effect  have  formed  upon  every  thing,  except  the  me- 
of  the  crimes,  which  they  allege  to  have  been  rits  of  their  cause.  The  Commons  will  not 
1^  him  committed.  They  have  also  directed  have  the  melancholy  unsocial  glory  of  having 
me  to  give  an  explanation  (with  their  aid  I  acted  a  sditary  part  in  a  noble,  but  imperfect, 
may  be  enabled  to  give  it)  of  such  circum-  woric.  What  the  greatest  inquest  of  the  na- 
stances,  preceding  the  crimes  charged  on  Mr.  tion  has  begun,  its  highest  tribunal  will  accom- 
Hastings,  or  concomitant  with  them,  as  may  plish.  At  length  justice  will  be  done  to  India, 
tend  to  elucidate  whatever  may  be  found  ob-  It  is  true,  that  your  lordships  will  have  your 
scure  in  the  articles  as  they  stuid.  To  these  full  share  in  this  great  achievement ;  but  the 
they  wiriied  me  to  add  a  few  illustrative  re-  Commons  have  always  considered,  that  what- 
marks  on  the  laws,  customs,  opinions,  and  ever  honour  is  divided  with  you  is  doubled  on 
manners  of  the  people  c<mcemed,  and  vdio  are  themselves. 

the  objects  of  the  crimes  we  charge  oa  Mr.  My  lords,  I  must  confess,  that  amidst  these 

Hastings.  encouraging  prospects  the  Commons  do  not 

The  several  articles,  as  they  appear  before  approach  your  bar  without  awe  and  anxiety, 

you,  will  be  opened  by  other  gentlemen  with  The  magnitude  of  the  interests,  which  we 

more  particularity,  with  more  distinctness,  and,  have  in  diarge,  will  reconcile  some  degree  cS 

without  doubt,  with   infinitely  more  ability,  solicitude  for  Uie  event  with  the  undoubtiog 

when  they  come  to  apply  the  evidence,  which  confidence,  with  which  we  repose  oorsehres 

naturally  belongs  to  each  article  of  this  aocu-  upon  your  lordships'  justice.    For  we  are  men, 

■atum.     This,  my  lords,  is  the  plan,  which  my  lords ;  and  men  are  so  made,  that  it  is 

we  mean  to  pursue  on  the  great  charge,  whidi  not  only  the  greatness  of  danger,  but  the  value 

is  now  to  abide  your  judgment.  of  the  adventure,  which  measures  the  degree 

|dy  lords,  I  must  look  upon  it  as  an  anspi-  of  our  concern  in  every  undertaking.    I  so- 

eioas  circumstance  to  this  cause,  in  which  the  l«nnly  assure  your  IcNrdships,  that  no  standard 

honour  of  the  kingdom  and  the  &te  of  many  is  sufficient  to  estimate  the  value,  wfaidi  the 

nations  are  involvmi,  that,  from  the  first  com-  Commons  set  upon  the  event  of  the  caote  tfaej 

mencement  of  our  parliamentary  prooess  to  now  bring  befi)re  yon.    Mylords,  the  bnsinan 

tins  the  hour  of  solemn  trial,  not  the  sroalleit  of  this  day  is  not  the  business  of  this  man— 

differenee  of  opinioa  has  arisen  betvreen  the  It  k  not  solely,  whether  the  prisoner  at  the 

booties.  bar  be  Ibvid  innoorat,  or  guilty ;  but  whether 
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miUioos  or  mankind  shall  be  made  miserable,  is    the  individuating  principle,   that  makes 

«r  happj.  England  what  England  is.     In  this  court  it  is, 

Your  lordships  will  see  in  the  progress  of  that  no  subject,  in  no  part  of  the  empire,  can 

this  cause,  that  there  is  not  only  a  long  con-  fail  of  competent  and  proporti<mable  justice : 

nected,  systematic  series  of  misdemeanours,  here  it  is,  that  we  pi;ovide  for  that,  which  is 

but  an  equally  connected  system  of  maxims  the  substantial  excellence  of  our  constitutioo ; 

and  principles,  invented  to  justify  them.     Upon  I  mean,  the  great  circulation  o^  responsibili^, 

both  of  these  you  must  judge.     According  to  by  which  (excepting  the  supreme  power)  do 

the  judgment,  that  you  shall  give  upon  the  past  man,  in  no  circumstance,  can  escape  the  ao* 

transactions   in  India,  inseparably  connected  count,  which  he  owes  to  the  laws  of  his  country, 

as  they  are  with  the  principles,  which  support  It  is  by  this  process,  that  magistracy,  which 

them,  the  whole  character  of  your  future  go-  tries  iad  controuls  all  other  things,  is  itself 

vemment  in  that  distant  empire  is  to  be  un-  tried  and  controuUed.    Other  constitutions  are 

alterably  decided.    It  will  take  its  perpetual  satisfied  with  making  good  subjects  ;  this  is  a 

tenour,  it  will  receive  its  final  impression,  from  security  for  good  governours.    It  is  by  this 

the  stamp  of  this  very  hour.  tribunal,  that    statesmen,  who    abuse  their 

It  is  not  only  the  interest  of  India,  now  the  power,  are  accused  by  statesmen,  and  tried  by 

most  considerable  part  of  the  British  empire,  statesmen,  not  upon  the  niceties  of  a  nannw 

which  is  concerned,  but  the  credit  and  honour  jurisprudence,  but  upon  the  enlarged  and  solid 

of  the  British  nation  itself  will  be  decided  by  principles  of  state  morality.     It  is  here,  that 

this  decision.    We  are  to  decide  by  this  judg-  those,  wIk>  by  the  abuse  of  power  havo  vioUted 

ment,  whether  the  crimes  of  individuals  are  to  the  spirit  <^  law,  can  never  hope  for  proteo* 

be  turned  into  public  guilt  and  national  igno-  tion  firom  any  of  its  forms : — it  is  h«re,  that 

miny ;  or  whether  this  nation  will  convert  the  those,  who  have  refused  to  conform  themsdhrM 

very  (fences,  which  have  thrown  a  transient  to  its  perfections,  can  never  hope  to  esc^M 

shade   upon  its  government,  into  something,  through  any  of  its  defects.    It  ought,  there- 

tfiat  will  reflect  a  permanent  lustre  upon  the  ho-  fore,  my  lords,  to  become  our  common  care  to 

nour,  justice,  and  humaniQr  of  this  kingdom.  guard  this  your  precious  deposit,  rare  in  ill 

My  lords,  there  is  another  consideration,  use,  but  powerful  in  its  effect,  with  a  reUgioat 

rfiach  augments  the  sdicitude  of  the  Com-  vigUance,  and  never  to  suffer  it  to  be  either 

mens,  equal  to  those  other  two  great  interests  discredited  or  antiquated.    For  this  great  esd 

I  have  stated,  those  of  our  empire  and  our  your  k)rdships  are  invested  with  great  sad 

national  character ;  something,  that,  if  possi-  plenary  powers  :  but  you  do  not  aHc^end,  yen 

ble,  comes  more  home  to  the  hearts  and  feel-  do  not  supersede,  you  do  not  annihilate  aoy 

ings  of  every  Englishman :  I  mean,  the  inte-  sidx>rdinate  Jurisdictiim  ;  on  the  coHlraxy,yoa 

rests  of  our  constitution  itself,  which  is  deeply  are  auxiliary  and  suf^lonental  to  them  all. 
knvohred  in  the  event  of  this  cause.    The        Whedier  it  is  owing  to  tiia  feUeity  of  «ar 

future  me,  and  the  whole  effect,  if  not  the  times,  less  fertile  in  great  offences,  thw  thei^ 

very  existence,  of  the  process  of  an  impeach-  which  have  gone  befiire  us;  or  v^ksther  H  if 

ment  of  high  crimes  wad  misdemeanours  be-  firom  a  slugg^  iqiathy,  which  has  duUed  aad 

fore  the  peers  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  charge  enervated  the  public  justice,  I  am  not  cattid 

of  the  C<MmnoBs,  will  very  much  be  decided  upon  to  determine :  but,  whateTer  may  be  dM 

by  your  judgments  in  this  cause.    This  tri-  cause,  it  is  now  sixty-three  yean  siiiQe  anf 

btmal  will  be  found  (I  hope  it  will  always  be  impeachment,  grounded  upoa  aboso  oi  aadw 

found)  too  great  for  pet^  causes :  if  it  should  ri^  and  misdemeanour  in  office,  has  oemsbs* 

at  the  same  tine  be  found  incon^tent  to  one  fore  this  tribunaL    The  last  is  that  of  Idti 

of  the  greatest ;  that  is,  if  little  oflfences,  fitxn  Macclesfield,  which  happened  n  tha  jttf 

their  minuteness,  escape  you,  and  the  greatest,  17S5.    So  that  the  oldest  prooeas  knom  jto 

fimn  dieir  magnitude,  oppress  you ;  it  is  ira-  the  e(»istitution  of  this  eountiy  haa,  Ufm  iti 

possible,  that  this  form  of  trial  shouU  not,  in  revival,  some  appearaace  of  novelty.    Attfaii 

the  end,  vanish  out  of  the  oonstitutioB.     For  time,  when  all Europeis  iaa  state  o^ peifcyi 

me  must  not  deceive  oundves :  vriiatever  does  contagious  fermentation ;  whmi  antiiyity  Mi 

not  stand  with  credit  cannot  stand  kmg.    And  lost  i£  its  reveienoe  and  aH  ita  eAet  «i  A* 

if  the  constitution  shooUbe  deprived,  I  do  not  minds  of  men,  at  the  same  time  that  Mffri^ 

BMas  in  form,  but  virtually,  of  this  resooree,  is  still  attended  with  the  suapieioim,  tint  a^ 

it  is  virtnaQy  deprived  of  every  tUng  else,  ways  will  be  attached  to  whatever  ia  now;  «l 

that  is  valuable  in  it.    For  thk  process  ia  the  hava  beea  anxioo^  careful  in  a  kniMi 

csanat,  which  binds  the  wheia  tegttfcer;  this  which  seems  to  combine  the  objectknahdhH 
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what  is  anUqoated  and  what  ii  noTel,  so  to  ported  by  any  example  in  the  practice  of  cor 

conduct  ourselves,  that  nothing  in  the  revival  fwefathers. 

cf  this  great  parliamentary  process  shall  afford  First,  to  speak  of  the  process  :  we  are  to 

« pretext  (or  its  fiiture  disuse.  inform  your  lordships,  that,  besides  that  long 

My  lordsi  strongly  impressed  as  they  are  previous  deliberation  of  fourteen  years,  we  e>- 

with  these  sentiments,   the  Commons  have  amined,  as  a  prehminary  to  this  proceeding, 

ccnducted  themselves  with  singular  care  and  every  circumstance,  which  could  prove  favour^ 

cantioii.    Without  losing  the  spirit  and  zeal  able  to  parties  apparently  delinquent,  before 

of  a  puUic  prosecution,  they  have  comported  we  finally  resolved  to  prosecute.    There  was 

themselves  with  such  moderation,  temper,  and  no  precedent  to  be  found,  in  the  journals,  ft- 

deoorum,  as  would  not  have  ill  become  the  vourable  to  persons  in  Mr.  Hastings's  circum- 

final  judgment,  if  with  them  rested  the  final  stances,  that    was   not  applied  to.     Many 

judgment,  of  this  great  cause.  measures  utterly  unknown  to  former  parlia- 

With  very  few  intermissions,  the  affairs  mentary  proceedings,  and  which,  indeed,  seem- 
cf  India  have  constantly  engaged  the  attention  ed  in  some  degree  to  enfeeble  them,  but  which 
of  the  Commons  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  were  all  to  the  advantage  of  those,  that  were 
We  may  safely  affirm,  we  have  tried  every  to  be  prosecuted,  were  adopted,  for  the  first 
mode  of  legislative  provision,  before  we  had  time,  upon  this  occasion. — In  an  eariy  stage  of 
ncourse  to  any  thing  ot  penal  process.  It  the  proceeding,  the  criminal  desired  to  be 
was  in  the  year  1774  we  framed  an  act  of  heard.  He  was  heard ;  and  he  produced  be- 
parliament  for  remedy  to  the  then  existing  fore  the  bar  of  the  House  that  insolent  and  un- 
dkorders  in  India,  such  as  the  then  informa-  becoming  paper,  which  lies  upon  our  table. 
tion  before  us  enabled  us  to  enact  Finding,  It  was  deliberately  given  in  by  his  own  hand, 
diat  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  answer  idi  and  signed  with  his  own  name.  The  Gom- 
die  ends  that  were  expected  from  it,  we  had,  mons,  however,  passed  by  every  thing  offensive 
in  the  year  1782,  recourse  to  a  body  of  moni-  in  that  paper  with  a  magnanimity,  ibat  becamsr 
torjr  resolutions.  Neither  had  we  the  expect-  them.  They  considered  nothing  in  it,  but  the 
ad  fruit  fiiom  them.  Wlien,  therefore,  we  facts,  that  the  defendant  alleged,  and  the  prin- 
found,  that  our  inquiries  and  our  reports,  our  ciples  ho  maintained ;  and  afler  a  deliberationr 
laws  and  our  admonitions,  were  alike  despis-  not  short  of  judicial,  we  proceeded  with  coo- 
ad  ;  that  enormities  increased  in  proportion  fidence  to  your  bar. 

as  they  were  forbidden,  detected,  and  exposed;  So  far  as  to  the  process;  which,  though  I 

vHien  we  found,  that  guilt  stalked  with  an  erect  mentioned  last  in  the  line  and  order,  in  which 

and  upright   front,  and  that  legal  authority  I  stated  the  objects  of  our  8ele<^on,  I  thought 

■aemed  to  skulk  ajkl  hide  its  head  like  out-  it  best  to  dispatch  first. 

lawed  guilt ;  when  we  found,  that  some  of  As  to  the  crime,  which  we  chose,  we  first 

those  very  persons,  who  were  appointed  by  considered  well  what  it  was  in  its  nature, 

parliament  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  laws  under  all  the  circumstances,  which  attended  it 

of  this  kingdom,  were  the  most  forward,  the  We  weighed  it  with  all  its  extenuations,  and 

■ost  h(Mi  and  the  most  active,  in  the  con-  with  all  its  aggravations.    On  that  review  we 

■piracy  for  their  destructbn ;  then  it  was  time  are  warranted  to  assert,  that  the  crimes,  with 

for  the  justice  of  the  nation  to  recollect  itself,  which  wo  charge  the  prisoner  at  the  baur,  are 

To  have  forborne  longer  would  not  have  been  substantial  crimes  ;  that  they  are  no  errours 

patience,  but  collusion ;   it  would  have  been  or  mistakes,  such  as  wise  and  good  men  might 

participation  with  guilt ;  it  would  have  been  to  possibly  fall  into ;  which  may  even  produce 

■lake  ourselves  accomplices  with  the  criminal,  very  pernicious  effocts,  without  being  in  fact 

We  found  it  was  impossible  to  evade  pain-  great  offences.  The  Commons  are  too  liberal, 
fid  duty,  without  betraying  a  sacred  trust,  not  to  allow  for  the  difficulties  of  a  great  and 
Having,  therefore,  resolved  upon  the  last  and  arduous  public  situation.  They  know  too  well 
miy  resource,  a  penal  prosecution,  it  was  our  the  dommeering  necessities,  which  firequently 
nest  business  to  act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  occur  in  all  great  affairs.  They  know  the  ex- 
huf^  deliberation.  In  all  points  we  proceeded  igency  of  a  pressing  occasion,  which,  in  its 
with  selection.  We  have  chosen  (we  trust,  precipitate  career,  bears  every  thing  down  be- 
lt win  so  ai^ear  to  your  lordships)  such  a  fore  it,  which  does  not  give  time  to  the  mind 
crime,  and  such  a  criminal,  and  sudi  a  body  to  recoUect  its  focuhies,  l|>  reinforce  its  reasoDy 
of  evidence,  and  such  a  mode  of  process,  as  and  to  have  recourse  to  Samd  principles,  but, 
wodd  have  recommended  this  course  of  jus-  by  compelling  an  instant  and  tumultuous  de- 
to  posterity,  even  if  it  had  not  beoi  sup-  cision,  too  often  obliges  men  to  decide  in  a 
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manner,  that  calm  judgment  would  certainly  ing  crimes  of  an  high  order,  and  in  macf 
have  rejected.     We  know,  as  we  are  to  be  high   description.      Our  course   is  different 
served  by  men,  that  the  persons,  who  serve  us,  We  have  not  brought  before  you  an  tkaem 
must  be  tried  as  men,  and  with  a  very  large  offender,  who,   when  his   insignificance  ind 
allowance    indeed,   to   human   infirmity  and  weakness  are  weighed  against  the  power  of 
human  errour.     This,  my  lords,  we  knew,  and  the  prosecution,  gives  even  to  public  justice 
we  weighed  before  we  came  before  you.     But  something  of  tlie  appearance  of  oppressioo ;  bo^ 
the  crimes,  which  we  charge  in  these  articles,  my  lords,  we  have  brought  before  you  tbefint 
are  not  lapses,  defects,  errours,  of  common  man  of  India  in  rank,  authority,  and  stauoo. 
human  fraihy,  which,  as  we  know  and  feel,  we  We  have  brought  before  you  the  chief  of  the 
can  allow  for.     We  charge  this  offender  with  tribe,  the  head  of  the  whole  body  of  easten 
no  crimes,  that  have  not  arisen  from  passions,  offenders ;  a  captain-general  of  iniquity,  under 
which  it  is  criminal  to  harbour;  with  no  oA  whom  all  the  fraud,  all  the  peculation,  all  the 
fences,  that   have  not  their  root  in  avarice,  tyranny,  in  India,  are  embodied,  disciplined, 
rapacity,  pride,  insolence,  ferocity,  treachery,  arrayed,  and  paid.     This  is  the  person,  my 
cruelty,   malignity  of  temper;    in   short,  in  lords,  that  we  bring  before  you.     We  hM 
nothing,  that  does  not  argue  a  total  extinction  brought  before  you  such  a  person,  that,  if  you 
of  all  moral  principle ;  that  does  not  manifest  strike  at  him  with  the  firm  and  decided  arm 
an  inveterate  blackness  of  heart,  died  in  grain  of  justice,  you  will  not  have  need  of  a  great 
with  malice,  vitiated,  corrupted,  gangrened  to  many   more   examples.      You   strike  at  tin 
the  very  core.     If  we  do  not  plant  his  crimes  whole  corps,  if  you  strike  at  the  head, 
in  those  vices,  which  the   breast  of  man  is         So  far  as  to  the  crime  :  so  far  as  to  the  cri- 
made  to   abhor,  and  the  spirit  of  all    laws,  minal.    Now,  my  lords,    I  shall  say  a  few 
human  and  divine,  to  interdict,  we  desire  no  words  relative  to  the  evidence,  which  we  have 
longer  to  be  heard  upon  this  occasion.     Let  brought  to  support  such  a  charge,  and  whicfa 
every  thing,  that  can  be  pleaded  on  the  ground  ought  to  be  equal  in  weight  to  the  charge  itae\L 
of  surprise  or  errour,  up<jn  those  grounds  be  It  is  chiefly  evidence  of  record,  officially  sign- 
pleaded  with  success :  we  give  up  the  whole  ed  by  the  criminal  himself  in  many  instances, 
of  those  predicaments.     We  urge  no  crimes,  We  have  brought  before  you  his  own  letters, 
that  were  not  crimes   of  forethought.    We  authenticated  by  his  own  hand.     On  these  we 
charge  him   with    nothing,  that  he   did   not  chiefly  rely.     But  we  shall  likewise  bring  be- 
commit  upon  deliberation  ;   that  he  did  not  fore  you  living  witnesses,  competent  to  speak 
commit  against  advice,  supplication,  and  re-  to  the  points,  to  which  they  are  brou^t 
monstrance ;  that  he  did  not  commit  against  When   you   consider  the   late  enormoos 
the  direct  command  of  lawful  authority;  that  power  of  the  prisoner;  when  you  consider  bis 
he  did  not  commit  after  reproof  and  reprimand,  criminal,  indefatigable  assiduity  in  the  de- 
the  reproof  and  reprimand  of  those,  who  are  struction  of  all  recorded  evidence;  when  joa 
authorized  by  the  laws  to  reprove  and  repri-  consider  the  influence  he  has  over  almost  aH 
mand  him.     The  crimes  of  Mr.  Hastings  are  living  testimony;  when  you  consider  the  di»» 
crimes,  not  only  in  themselves,  but  aggravated  tance  of  the  scene  of  action  ;  I  believe  your 
by  being  criipes  of  contumacy.     They  were  lordships,  and  I  believe  the  workl,  will  be  as- 
crimes,  not  against  forms,  but  against  those  tonished,  that  so  much,  so  clear,  so  solid,  and 
eternal  laws  of  justice,  which  are  our  rule  so  conclusive  evidence  of  all  kinds  has  been 
and  our  birthright.     His  offences  are  not,  in  obtained  against  him.      I  have  no  doubt,- that 
formal,  technical  language,  but  in  reality,  in  in  nine  instances  in  ten  the  evidence  is  such 
substance  and  effect,  high  crimes   and  high  as  would  satisfy  the  narrow  precision  suppos* 
misdemeanours.  ed  to  prevail,  and  to  a  degree  rightly  to  prevail, 
So  far  as  to  the  crimes.   As  to  the  criminal,  in  all  subordinate  power  and  delegated  jorifl- 
we  have  chosen  him  on  the  same  principle,  on  diction.     But  your  lordships  will  maintain, 
which  we  selected  the  crimes.     We  have  not  what  we  assert  and  claim  as  tlie  right  of  the 
chosen   to  bring  before    you  a    poor,  puny,  subjects  of  Great  Britain — that  you  are  n^ 
trembling  delinquent,  misled,  perhaps  by  those,  bound  by  any  rules  of  evidence,  or  any  odier 
who  ought  to  have  taught  him  better,  but  who  rules  whatever,  except  those  of  natural,  kmnn* 
have  a^erwards  oppressed  him  by  their  power,  table,  and  substantial  justice, 
as  they  had  first  corrupted  him  by  their  exam-         God  forbid  the  Commons  should  desire,  that 
pie.   Instances  there  have  been  many,  wherein  any  thing  should  be  received  as   proof  from 
the  punishment  of  minor  offences,  in  inferiour  them,  which  is  not  by  nature  adapted  to  prove 
persons,  has  been  made  the  means  of  screen*  the  thing  in  question.    If  they  should  bake 
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•ttch  a  request,  they  would  aim  at  overturning  partiality  may  lurk  and  nestle  in  the  abuse 

the  very  principles  of  that  justice,  to  which  of  our  forms  of  proceeding.     It  is  neces* 

tiiey  resort.     They  would  give  the  nation  an  sary,  therefore,  that  nothing  in  that  proceed- 

evil  example,  that  would  rebound  back  on  ing  should  appear  to  mark  the  slightest  trace, 

tiiemselves,  and  bring  deslructiou  upon  their  should  betray  the  faintest  odour,  of  chicane. 

own  heads,  and  on  those  of  all  their  posterity.  Grod  forbid,  ^at,  when  you  try  the  most  seri- 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  too  much  con-  oas  of  all  causes,  that  when  you  try  the  cause 

fidence  in  the  learning,  with  which  you  will  be  of  Asia   in  the  presence  of  Europe,  there 

advised,  and  the  liberality  and  nobleness  of  should  be  the  least  suspicion,  that  a  narrow 

the  sentiments,  with  which  you  are  bom,  to  partiality,  utterly  destructive  of  justice,  should 

■aspect,  that  you  would,  by  any  aibuse  of  the  so  guide  us,  that  a  British  subject  in  power 

Ibrnis,  and  a  technical  course  of  proceeding,  should  appear  in  substance  to  possess  rights, 

deny  justice  to  so  great  a  part  of  the  world,  which  are  denied  to  the  humble  allies,  to  the 

diat  claims  it  at  your  hands.    Your  lordships  attached  dependants  of  this  kingdom,  who  by 

always  had  an  ample  power,  and  almost  un-  their  distance  have  a  double  demand  upon  your 

limited  jurisdiction ;  you  have  now  a  bound-  protection,  and  who,  by  an  implicit  (1  hope  not 

less  object.     It  is  not  from  this  district,  or  a  weak  and  useless)  trust  in  you,  have  strip- 

firom  that  parish,  not  from  this  city,  or  the  ped  themselves  of  every  other  resource  under 

other  province,  that  relief  is  now  applied  for :  heaven. 

exiled  and  undone  princes,  extensive  tribes,  I  do  not  say  this  from  any  fear,  doubt,  or 
■offering  nations,  infinite  descriptions  of  men,  hesitation,  concerning  what  your  lordships 
different  in  language,  in  manners,  and  in  rites  will  finally  do,  none  in  the  world ;  but  I  cannot 
^-men,  separated  by  every  barrier  of  nature  i^ut  my  ears  to  the  rumours,  which  you  all  know 
from  you,  by  the  providence  of  God  are  blend-  to  be  disseminated  abroad.    The  abusers  of 
ed  in  one  common  cause,  and  are  now  become  power  may  have  a  chance  to  cover  themselves 
■oppliants  at  your  bar.    For  the  honour  of  this  by  those  fences  and  intrenchments,  which  were 
nation,  in  vindication  of  thb  mysterious  pro-  made  to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people 
▼idence,  let  it  be  known,  that  no  rule  formed  against  men  of  that  very  description.    But 
upon  municipal  maxims  (if  any  such  rule  God  forbid  it  should  be  bruited  from  Pekin  to 
exists)  will  prevent  the  course  of  that  imperial  Paris,  that  the  laws  of  England  are  for  tlio 
joBtice,  which   you  owe  to  the  people,  that  rich  and  the  powerful ;  but  to  the  poor,  the 
call  to  you  fi^m  all  parts  of  a  great  disjointed  miserable,  and  defenceless,  they  afford  no  re- 
work!.   For,  situated  as  this  kingdom  is,  an  source  at  all.     God  forbid  it  should  be  said,  no 
object,  thank  God,  of  envy  to  the  rest  of  the  nation  is  equal  to  the  English  in  mbatantial 
nations ;  its  conduct  in  that  high  and  elevated  violence  and  in  formal  justice — that  in  this 
lation  will  undoubtly  be  scrutinized  with  a  kingdom  we  feel  ourselves  competent  to  confer 
firerity  as  great  as  its  power  is  invidious.  the  most  extravagant  and  inordinate  powers 
'.  It  is  well  known,  that  enormous  wealth  has  upon  public  ministers,  but  that  we  are  de- 
''  nred  into  this  country  fix>m  India  through  a  ficient,  poor,  helpless,  lame,  and  impotent  in 
>usand  channels,  public  and  concealed ;  and  the  means  of  calling  them  to  account  for  their 
il  is  no  particular  derogation  from  our  honour  nse  of  them.    An  opinion  has  been  insidiously 
to  suppose  a  possibility  of  being  corrupted  by  circulated  through  this  kingdom,  and  through 
Uiat,  by  which  other  empires  have  been  cor-  foreign  nations  too,  that,  in  order  to  cover  our 
rupted,  and  assemblies,  almost  as  respectable  participation  in  guilt,  and  our  common  interest 
and  venerable  as  your  lordships,  have  been  in  the  plunder  of  the  East,  we  have  invented 
directly  or  indirectly  vitiated.    Forty  millions  a  set  of  scholastic  distinctions,  abhorrent  to 
of  money,  at  least,  have  within  our  memory  the  common  sense,  and  unpropitious   to  the 
been   brought  from  India  into  England.    In  common  necessities,  of  mankind ;  by  which  we 
this  case  the  most  sacred  judicature  ought  to  are  to  deny  ourselves  the  knowledge  of  what 
look  to  its  reputation.    Without  offence  we  the  rest  of  the  world  knows,  and  what  so 
may  venture  to  suggest,  that  the  best  way  to  great  a  part  of  the  world  both  knows  and  feels, 
■ecure  reputatiixi  is,  not  by  a  proud  defiance  I  do  not  deprecate  any  appearance,  which 
of  public  opinion,  tnit  by  guiding  our  actions  may  give  countenance  to  this  aspersion,  fi'om 
in  such  a  manner,  as  that  public  opinion  may  suspicion,  that  any  corrupt  motive  can-  influ- 
in  the  end  be  securely  defied,  by  having  been  ence  this  court;  I  deprecate  it  from  knowing, 
previously  respected  and  dreaded.    No  direct  that  hitherto  we  have  moved  witliin  the  nar- 
fiJse  judgment  is  apprehended  from  the  tribu-  row  cifcle  of  municipal  justice.    I  am  afi^id, 
nals  of  this  country.    But  it  is  feared,  that  tliat,  from  the  habits  acquired  by  moving  with- 
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in  a  circumKribed  sphere,  we  may  be  induced  many  points  in  many  places,  which  are  w1ki% 

rather  to  endeavour  at  forcing  nature  into  that  removed  from  the  ordinary  beaten  orUt  aSm 

municipal  circle,  than  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  English  affairs.    In  other  affairs,  eYery  tS|^ 

national  justice  to  the  necessities  of  the  empire  sion  immediatdy  meets  its  point  of  refereoot; 

we  have  obtained.  nothing  can  be  started,  that  does  not  iaai^ 

This  is  the  only  thing,  which  does  create  diately  awaken  to  your  attention  something  k 

any  doubt  or  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  sober  your  own  laws  and  usages,  which  you  meet 

people.     But  there  are  those,  who  will  not  with  every  day  in  the  ordinary  transacticasof 

judge  so  equitably.  Where  two  motives,  neither  life.    But  here  you  are  caught,  as  it  wan, 

of  them  perfectly  justifiable,  may  be  assigned,  into  another  world  ;  you  are  to  tiave  the  my 

the  worst  has  the  chance  of  being  preferred,  pioneered  before  you.     As  the  subject  isBi% 

If,  from  any  appearance  of  chicane  in  the  court,  it  must  be  explained  ;  as  it  is  intricate  as  vmS 

justice  should  fail,  all  men  will  say,  better  as  new,  that  explanation  can  be  only  eoBipii' 

there  were  no  tribunals  at  all.    In  my  humble  ratively  shcMrt :   and  therefore,  knowk^  yoor 

opinion,  it  would  be  better  a  thousand  times  lordships  to  be  possessed,  along  with  aH  otiNr 

to  give  all  complainants  the  short  answer  the  judicial  virtues,  of  the  first  and  fbundatioB  d 

Dey  of  Algiers  gave  a  British  ambassadour,  them  all,  judicial  patience,  I  hope,  that  joa 

representing  certain  grievances  suffered  by  the  will  not  grudge  a  few  hours  to  the  explanatifli 

British   merchants, — "  My  friend,"  (as  the  of  that,  which  has  cost  the  Gonunons  fowteea 

story  is  related  by  Dr.  Shawe)  "  do  not  you  ^ears  assiduous  application  to  acquire— 4lMt 

know,  that  my  subjects  are  a  band  of  robbers,  }'our  lordships  will  not  disdain  to  grant  a  few 

and  that  I  am  their  captain  ?" — better  it  would  hours  to  what  has  cost  the  people  of  Iidii 

be  a  thousand  times,  and  a  thousand  thousand  upwards  of  thirty  years  erf"  that  innate,  iw» 

times  more  manly,  than  an  hypocritical  process  terate,  hereditary  patioK^  to  endure, 
which,  under  a  pretended  reverence  to  puno-        My  lords,  the  powers,  which  Mr.  Ha^i^ 

tilious  ceremonies  and  observances  of  law,  is  charged  with  having  abused,  are  the  pomn 

abandons  mankind,  without  help  and  resource,  delegated  to  him  by  the  Eastr India  Coo^NUiy. 

to  all  the  desolating  consequences  of  arbitrary  The  East-India  Company  itself  acts  under  tM 

power.    The  conduct  and  event  of  this  cause  very  dissimilar  sorts  of  powers,  derived  froH 

wUl  put  an  end  to  such  doubts,  wherever  they  two  sources  very  remote  from  each  other.  The 

may  be  entertained.    Your  lordships  will  ex-  finst  source  of  its  power  is  imd^r  chartan, 

ercise  the  great  plenary  powers,  with  which  which  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  was  autho- 

you  are  invested,  in  a  manner,  that  will  do  rized  by  act  of  parliament  to  grant ;  the  other 

honour  to  the  protecting  justice  of  this  kingdom,  is  from  several  charters  derived  fiom  the  eoi- 

that  will  completely  avenge  the  great  people,  perour  of  the  Moguls,  the  person,  in  whose 

who  are  subjected  to  it.    You  will  not  suffer  dominions  they  were  chiefly  oonversant^- 

your  proceedings  to  be  squared  by  any  rules,  particularly  that'  great  charter,  by  which,  v 

but  by  their  necessities,  and  by  that  law  of  a  the  year  1766,  they  acquired  the  high  ste?^ 

common  nature,  which  cements  them  to  us,  ardship  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Babaf) 

and  us  to  them.    The  reports  to  the  contrary  andOrissa.  Under  Uiose  two  bodies  of  durten 

have  been  spread  abroad  with  uncommon  in-  the  East- India  Company,  and  all  their  6e^ 

dustry ;  but  they  will  be  speedily  refuted  by  the  vants,  are  authorized  to  act. 
humanity,  simplicity,  dignity,  and  nobleness  of        As  to  those  of  the  first  descr^tion,  it  ii 

your  lordships*  justice.  fi-om  the  British  charters,  that  they  derive  the 

Having  said  all,  that  I  am  instructed  to  say,  capacity,  by  which  they  are  considered  m  a 

concerning  the  process,  which  the  House  of  public  body,  or  at  all  capable  of  any  poUie 

Commons  has  used,  concerning  the  crimes,  function.    It  is  fivm  thence  they  acquire  tl« 

which  they  have  chosen,  concerning  the  cri-  capacity  to  take  firom  any  power  whataoem 

minal,  upon  whom  they  attach  the  crimes,  and  any  other  charter,  to  acquire  any  other  officei, 

concerning  the  evidence,  which  they  mean  to  or  to  hold  any  other  possessicms.     This,  beiif 

produce ;  I  am  now  to  proceed  to  open  that  part  the  root  and  origin  of  their  power,  renden 

of  the  business,  which  falls  to  my  share.     It  them  responsible  to  the  party,  from  wheal  aB 

is  rather  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances,  their  immediate  and  consequei^al  powers  art 

than  an  enforcement  of  the  crimes.  derived.    As  they  have  emanated  fiwa  the 

Your  brdshipsofcourse  will  be  apprized,  that  supreme  power  of  this  kingdom,  the  wbeb 

this  canse,  is  not  what  occurs  every  day  in  the  body  and  the  whole  train  oftheir  servantSi  *• 

ordinary  round  of  municipal  affavs ;  that  it  corporate  body  as  a  corporate  body,  indivkhiill 

has  a  relation  to  many  things,  that  it  touches  as  individuals,  are  resp<Misible  to  the  high  jv 
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of  thii  kingdom.    In  delegating  great  the  Commons  of  Ghreat  Britain,  but  in  their 

to  the  East-India  Company,  this  king-  own  right,  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  before  the 

has  not  released  its  sovereign^ ;  on  the  supreme  royal  justice  of  this  kingdom,  from 

oontrary,  the  responsibility  of  the  company  is  whence  originally  all  the  powers,  under  vdiich 

increased  by  the  greatness  and  sacredness  of  they  have  suffered,  were  derived. 

die  powers,  that  have  been  intrusted  to  it.  It  may  be  a  little  necessary,  when  w«  ara 

Attempts  haTe  been  made  abroad  to  circulate  stating  the  powers  the  company  have  derived 

a  notion,  that  the  acts  of  the  East>India  Com-  from  Uieir  charter,  and  which  we  state  Mr. 

pany,  and  their  servants,  are  not  cognizable  here.  Hastings  to  have  abused,  to  state  in  as  short 

I  bope  on  this  occasion  your  lordships  will  and  as  comprehensive  words  as  I  can  (for  the 

ihBW,  that  this  nation  never  did  give  a  power,  matter  is  large  indeed)  what  the  constitution 

without  annexing  to  it  a  proportionable  degree  of  that  company  is ;  I  mean  chiefly,  what  it  is 

«f  responsibility.  in  reference  to  its  Indian  service,  the  great 

As  to  their  other  powers,  the  company  d»-  theatre  of  the  abuse.    Your  lordships  will  na- 

rivea  them  from  the  Mogul  empire  by  various  turally  conceive,  that  it  is  not  to  inform  you, 

duuters  from  that  crown,  and  from  the  great  but  to  revive  circumstances  in  your  memory, 

angistrates  of  that  crown,  and  particulariy  by  that  I  enter  into  this  detail. 

lk»  Mogul  charter  of  1765,  by  which  they  ob-  You  will  therefore  recollect,  that  the  East^ 

lain  the  Duanni,  that  is,  the  office  of  Lord  High  India  Company  had  its  origin  about  the  latter 

Steward  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a  period  of  pro- 

«nd  Orissa.    By  that  charter  they  bound  them-  jects,  when  all  sorts  of  commercial  adventures, 

■ehres  (and  bcwmd  inclusively  all  their  ser-  companies,  and  monopolies,  were  in  fadiion. 

vnnts)  to  perform  all  the  duties  belonging  to  At  that  time  the  company  was  constituted, 

flMt  new  office,  and  to  be  held  by  all  the  ties  with  extensive  powers  for  increasing  the  com- 

hnionging  to  that  new  relation.    If  the  Mogul  merce  and  the  honour  of  this  country ;  because 

entire  bad  existed  in  its  vigour,  they  would  increasing  its  commerce,  without  increasing 

hsre  been  bound  under  that  responsibility,  to  its  honour  and  reputation,  would  have  been 

ohanrve  the  laws,  rights,  usages,  and  customs  thought  at  that  time,  and  will  be  thought  now, 

of  tke  natives ;  and  to  pursue  their  benefit  in  a  baid  bargain  for  the  country.    The  powera 

all  things.    For  this  duty  was  inherent  in  the  of  the  company  were,  under  that  charter, 

■attve,  institution,  and  purpose  of  the  c^ce,  merely  commercial.    By  degrees,  as  the  thea* 

n^ich  they  received.    If  the  power  of  the  so-  ti^  of  operation  was  distant ;  as  its  intercourse 

vereign,  from  whom  they  derived  these  powers,  was  with  many  great,  some  barbarous,  and  all 

iboiild  by  any  revolution  in  human  affairs  be  of  them  armed  nations ;  nations,  in  which  not 

annihilated  or  suspended,  their  duty  to  the  only  the  sovereign  but  the  subjects  were  arm- 

poopie  below  them,  which  was  created  under  ed ;  it  was  found  necessary  to  enlai^e  their 

dbe  Mogul  charter,  is  not  annihilated,  is  not  powers.    The  first  power  they  obtained  was  a 

US  an  suspended;  and  for  their  responsibility  in  power  of  naval  discipline  in  their  ships  ;  a 

dm  perfOTmance  of  that  duty,  they  are  thrown  power,  which  has  been  since  dropped;  the^ 

bndc  upon  that  country  (thank  God,  not  anni-  next  was  a  power  of  law  martial ;  die  next 

bilated)  from  whence  their  original  power,  and  was  a  power  of  civil,  and,  to  a  degree,  of 

al  subsequent  derivative  powers,  have  flowed,  criminal  jurisdiction,  within  their  own  facto- 

Wben  the  company  acqubed  that  high  office  in  ries,  upon  their  own  people,  and  Uieir  own 

bifia,  an  English  corporation  became  an  into-  servants ;  the  next  was,  and  here  was  a  stride 

El  part  of  the  Mogul  empire.    When  Great  indeed,  the  power  of  peace  and  war.    Those 

tain  virtually  assented  to  that  grant  of  high  and   almost   incommunicable  preroga- 

aftcn,  and  afterwards  took  advantage  of  it,  tives  of  sovereignty,  which  were  hardly  ever 

Cheat  Britain  guarantied  the  performance  of  known  before  to  be  parted  with  to  any  subjects, 

al  its  duties.    Great  Britain  entered  into  a  -and  which,  in  several  states,  were  not  wholly 

act  of  anion  with  that  country ;   by  entrusted  to  the  prince  or  head  of  the  com- 

we  boimd  oursdves  as  securities  to  pre-  mcmwealth  himself,  were  given  to  the  East- 

the  people  in  all  the  rights,  laws,  and  India   Company.    That    company  acquired 

iea,  which  their  natural  original  sovereign  these  powers  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of 

boond  to  support,  if  he  had  been  in  con-  Charles  the  Second ;  and  they  were  afterwards 

to  support  them.    By  the  disposition  of  more  fully,  as  well  as  more  legally,  given  by 

I  the  two  duties,  flowing  from  two  di^  parliament  after  the  revohition.    Prom  this 

sources,  are  now  united  in  one.    The  time,  the  East-India  Company  was  no  longer 

^aople  of  India  therefcre  come,  in  the  name  of  merely  a  mercantile  company,  formed  for  thb 
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rbej  mO  beense  secondary.    The 
therdbre,  and  the  power  of  asKrtioa,  of  these 
great  miAor^Jtx^cekuadaDg  with  the  Unprowred 


alafe  of  Eiwope,  with  the  improred  slate  of 
arts  in  Earof»e,  with  the  iniprored  state  oa 
laws,  and,  what  is  raoch  aaorc  material,  the 
tnaprored  state  of  military  discipline,  more  and 
more  periected  every  day  with  us ; — aniversal 
improreraent  in  Europe  coinciding  with  the 
general  decay  of  Asia,  (fer  the  prood  day  of 
Asia  is  pasMd ;)  this  improvement  coinciding 
with  the  relaxation  and  disKrfution  of  the  Mogul 
gofrermnent,  with  the  decline  of  its  warlike 
spirit,  with  the  total  disuse  of  the  antient 
strictness  of  the  military  discipline  establisb- 
ed  by  Tameriane ; — the  India  company  came  to 
be  what  it  is— «  great  empire,  carrying  on, 
•ubordinately,  a  great  commerce :  it  became 
that  thing,  which  was  supposed  by  the  Roman 
law  irreconcileable  to  reason  and  propriety^ 
eundem  negodcUorem  el  dommum:  the  same 
power  became  the  general  trader,  the  same 
power  became  the  supreme  lord. 

In  this  exalted  situation  the  India  company, 
however,  still  preserves  traces  of  its  originial 
mercantile  character.  The  whole  exteriour 
order  of  its  political  service  is  carried  on  upon 
a  roercantilo  plan  and  mercantile  principles. 
In  fact,  the  East^India  Company  in  Asia  is  a 
■tat*  in  the  disguise  of  a  merchant.   Its  whole 


step  ■  chttt  of  a^e 
ehficed  le  serve  three  yean.  Tka 
step  they  take  as  that  of  a  jmmrw0 
m  which  they  are  eUiged  ta  aenathm 

At  that  per^  they  becMK  h^ 
which  is  the  higbot  riigi 
of  advaace  ia  d^  cmpvay^  aerriee ;  a  idk» 
by  whi(3i  they  had  pretcHiana,  belbre  the  TNT 
1774.  to  the  coaadl,  to  the  aacceaaaoa  of  the 
presidency,  and  to  whatever  other  honom  lit 
has  lobeatofw. 

The  cwpany  had,  in  its  early  than,  ena^ 
blisbed  frctories  in  certain  piaees ;  which  6e- 
tories,  by  d^recs,  grew  to  the  nasae  (^pre» 
denciea  aad  cooocil,  in  proportion  as  the  powtr 
and  inAience  of  the  con^iany  mcreased,  sad 
as  the  political  began  first  to  straggle  milh, 
and  at  length  to  predominate  ovei,the  mercaa- 
tile.  In  Uiis  form  it  continued  till  the  year 
1773 ;  when  the  legtslatme  broke  in,  for  pro- 
per reasons  urging  them  to  it,  upon  that  order 
of  the  service,  and  appointed  to  the  sttperioar 
department  persons,  who  had  no  title  to  tint 
place  under  the  ordinary  usage  of  the  servioa 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Bairwell,  wfaateiw 
other  titles  they  might  have  had,  held  solelf 
under  the  act  of  parliament  nominating  then 
to  that  authority;  but  in  all  other  respects, 
except  where  the  act  and  other  mbsequent  ads 
have  not  broken  in  upon  it,  the  whole  ooont 
of  the  service  remains  upon  the  antient  footi^ft 
that  is,  the  commercial  footing,  aa  to  the  pa> 
dation  and  order  of  service. 

Your  lordships  see  here  a  regular  series  d 
gradation,  which  requires  eleven  years,  befat 
any  persons  can  arrive  at  the  highest  truM 
and  situations.   You  will  therefore  be 
ed,  when  so  long  a  probationary  service 
required,  that  effects,  very  different  (rora  dioff 
to  be  expected  from  long  probation,  have  hsp" 
pened ;  and  that  in  a  much  shorter  time  te 
those  eleven  years  you  have  seen  peraotf 
returning  into  this  kingdom  with  aflhient,  wii 
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•Mrbearing  fortunes.    It  will  be  a  great  part  people  came  as  the  ofTset  of  a  nation.    Th« 
ti  your  inqutry,  when  we  come  before  your  company  in  India  docs  not  exist  as  a  national 
Mships  to  substantiate  evidence  against  Mr.  colony.    In  effect  and  substance,  nobody  can 
Hastings,  to  discover  how  theU  order  came  to  go  thither,  that  does  not  go  in  its  service.    The 
W  so  completely   broken  down  and  erased,  English  in  India  are  nothing  but  a  seminary 
Aat  scarce  a  trace  of  it,  for  any  good  purpose,  for  the  succession  of  officers.    They  are  a 
fMwins.    Though  I  will  not  deny,  that  that  nation  of  placemen ; — they  are  a  common- 
«rder,  or  that  any  order  in  a  state,  may  be  wealth  without  a  people ; — they  are  a  state 
flipaffseded  by  the  ruling  power,  when  great  made  up  wholly  of  magistrates.     There  is 
Hdisats,  upon  pressing  exigencies,  are  to  be  nothing  to  be,  in  propriety,  called  people,  to 
«iled  forth ;  yet  I  must  say,  the  order  itself  watch,   to    inspect,   to  balance  against   the 
VMS  formed  upon  wise  principles.    It  fumi^  power  of  office.    The  power  of  office,  so  far 
9i  the  persons,  who  were  pot  in  that  course  of  as  the  English  nation  is  concerned,  is  the  sole 
ppoimtion,  with   an  opportunity   (if  circum-  power  in  the  country.    The  consequence  of 
Mmoes  enabled  them)  of  acquiring  experience  which  is,  that,  being  a  kingdom  of  magistrates, 
ll  business  of  revenue,  trade,  and  policy.    It  ^^^^^  ^  commonly  called  the  etprit  du  corps  is 
flKvo  to  those,  who  watched  them,  a  constant  strong  in  it.    This  spirit  of  the  body  predomi- 
■Hinition  of  their  conduct  through  all  their  ^^^^  equally  in  all  its  parts ;  by  which  the 
pgiil^nijuiu.    On  the  expectants  of  olSce  it  im-  members  must  consider  themselves  as  having 
MWed  the  necessity  of  acquiring  a  character  &  common  interest,  and  that  common  interest 
Mi  fN-oportioB  to  their  standing ;  in  order  that  separated  both  from  that  of  the  country,  which 
wMf  whidi  they  had  gained  by  the  good  be-  ^ent  them  out,  and  from  that  of  the  country  in 
htniour  of  years,  should  not  be  lost  by  the  which    they  act.     No  controul  upon  them 
nlKQiMiuct  of  an  hour.    It  was  a  great  sub-  exists ;  none,  I  mean,  in  persons,  who  under- 
■Imtial  regulation.    But  scarce  a  trace  of  the  ^^^^  ^^ir  language,  who  understand  their 
tgme  spirit  of  it  r^nains  to  be  discovered  in  manners,  or  can  apply  their  conduct  to  the  law*. 
Mr.  Hastings's  government ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  Therefore,  in  a  body  so  constituted  confederacy 
established  offices,  nay,   whole   systems   of  is  easy,  and  has  been  general.     Your  k)rd- 
<ittees,  and  especially  a  system  of  offices  in  f  hips  are  not  to  expect,  that  that  should  happen 
1T81,  which  being  altogether  new,  none  of  the  i"  such  a  body,  which  never  happened  in  any 
rales  of  gradation  applied  to  them ;  and  he  fill-  j^Kly  or  corporation  ;  that  is,  that  they  should, 
ed  tfaoee  offices  in  such  a  manner,  as  suited  "^  ^°y  instance,  be  a  proper  check  and  con- 
not  the  constitution  nor  the  spirit  of  the  ^i*^  ^pon  themselves.    It  is  not  in  the  nature 
-,  but  his  own    particular  views  and  ^  thing.    The  fundamental  principle  of  the 
m.    The  consequence  has  been,  that  whole  of  the  East-India  Company's  svstem  is 
.•w»j,  in  the  most  immature  stages  of  life,  monopoly  in  some  sense  or  other,    llie  same 
.HiTe  been  appointed  to  conduct  affairs,  which  principle  predominates  in  the  service  abroad, 
Mquired  the  greatest  maturity  of  judgment,  ^  ^  service  at  home ;  and  both  systems  are 
ibB  greatest  possible  temper  and  moderation,  united  into  one,  animated  with  the  same  spirit, 
~^lbcts   naturaliy  consequent    have  followed  that  is,  with  the  corporate  spirit.    The  whole, 
on  it. — ^I  shall  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  ^®n  together,  is  such,  as  has  not  been  seen 
\y  further  observations  on  this  system  of  gra-  ^^  ^he  examples  of  the  Moors,  the  Portuguese, 
lioa.  the  Spaniards,  the  Romans ;  in  no  old,  in  no 
I  must,  however,  remark,  before  I  go  further,  f^cent  examples.    The  Dutch  may  resemble 
^httt  there  is  something  in  the  representation  i^*  hut  they  have  not  an  empire  properly  so 
^the  East-India  Company,  in  their  oriental  denominated.    By  means  of  this  peculiar  cirw 
territory,  different  from  that,  perhaps,  of  any  cumstance  it   has  not  been  difficult  for  Mr. 
«iber  nation,  that  has  ever  transported  any  Hastings  to  embody  abuse,  and  to  put  himself 
|MUrt  of  its  power  frtwi  one  country  to  another.  <^^  ^®  head  of  a  regular  system  of  corruption. 
^n»   East-India  Company,   in  India,  is  not  Another  circumstance  in  that  service  is  de- 
^Mperiy  a  branch  of  the  British  nation ;  it  is  serving  of  notice.    Except  in  the  highest  parts 
«aly  a  deputation  of  individuals.    When  the  of  all,  the  emoluments  of  office  do  not  in  any 
'^^trtars  entered  into  China,  when  the  Arabs  degree  correspond  with  the  trust,  nor  the  nature 
■■d  Tartars  successively  entered  into  Indostan,  of  the  office  with  its  name.    In  other  official 
*    n  the  Goths  and  Vandals  penetrated  into  systems  the  style,  in  general,  is  above  the  fimo- 
ope,  when  the  Normans  forced  their  way  ^on  i  here  it  is  the  reverse.    Under  the  name 
England ;  indeed,  in  all  conquests,  migra-  of  junior  merchant,  senior  merchant,  writer, 
I,  settlements,  and  colonizations,  the  new  'uid  other  petty  appellations  of  the  counting- 
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boose,  you  have  magistrates  of  high  dignity,  that  are  granted,  the  hopes,  that  every  maabif 

you  have   administrators    of  revenues  truly  of  establishing  himself  at  home;  I  repeat,  it  ii 

royal; — you  have  judges  civil,  and  in  some  a  source  ofinfinite  grievance— oTii^ite  dbon: 

respects  criminal,  who  pass  judgment  upon  the  of  which  source  of  corrupt  power  we  dtufi 

greatest  properties  of  a  great  country.    The  Mr.  Hastings  with  haying  availed  himself,  in 

legal  public  emoluments,  that  belong  to  them,  filling  up  the  void  of  direct  pay  faj  findii^  ost 

are  very  often  so  inadequate  to  the  real  dignity  and  countenancing  cnrery  kind  of  oblique  and 

of  the  character,  that  it  is  impossible,  almost  unjust  emolument :  though  it  most  bo  coh 

absolutely  impossible,  for  the  subordinate  parts  fessed,  that  he  is  fiur  finom  being  solely  guil^ 

of  it,  which,  though  subordinate,  are  stations  of  this  offence. 

of  power,  to  exist,  as  Englishmen,  who  look  Another  circumstance,  which  distingaiabM 

at  a  fortune  to  be  enjoyed  at  home  as  their  the  East-India  Company,  is  the  youth  of  dw 

ultimate  object,  and  to  exist  in  a  state  of  per-  persons,  who  are  employed  in  the  systeai  of 

feet  incorruption  in  that  service.  that  serrice.    The  senrants  have  almost  mof 

In  some  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  true,  that  the  versally  been  sent-out  to  begin  their  propoi 

greatest  situatirais  are  c^en  attended   with  and  career  in  active  occupation,  and  m  A0 

but  little  emolument ;  yet  still  they  are  filled,  exercise  of  high  authori^,  at  that  period  of  lifc| 

Why  ?   Because  reputation,  glory,  fitme,  the  which,  in  all  other  places,  has  been  enipla|«d 

esteem,  the  love,  the  tears  of  joy,  which  flow  in  the  course  of  a  rigid  education.    To  pot  At 

from  happy  sensibility,  the  honest  applauses  matter  in  a  few  words,  they  are  transftmd 

of  a  grateful  country,  sometimes  pay  the  cares,  from  slippery  youth  to  periloos  ind^jeodeBce, 

anxieties  and  toils,  which  wait  on  great  situa-  from  perUous  independence  to  inordinate  es> 

tions  in  tho  commonwealth :  and  in  these,  they  pectations,   from  inordinate    ezpectatiooi  to 

pay  in  money  what  cannot  be  paid  in  fame  and  boundless  power.    ScluK^boys  without  tuUni 

reputation.    It  is  the  reverse  in  the  service  of  minors  without  guardians,  the  worU  is  let  looN 

the  India  company.  Glory  is  not  the  lot  ofsubor-  upon  them  with  all  its  temptations ;  and  thejf 

dinated  merit ;  and  all  the  subordinate  parts  of  are  let  loose  upon  the  worU  with  all  the  powefSf 

the  gradation  are  officers,  who,  in  comparison  that  despotism  involves, 

with   tho  offices  and  duties   entrusted  with  It  is  further  remarkable,  these  servants  tx- 

them,  are  miserably  provided  for ;  whereas  the  ercise,  what  your  lordships  are  now  exerds* 

chief  of  each  great  presidency  has  emoluments  ing,  high  judicial  powers ;  and  they  exaoBi 

securing  him  against  every  mode  of  temptation,  them  without  the  smaQest  study  of  any  law, 

But  if  this  has  not  secured  the  head,  we  may  either  general  or  municipal.    It  is  mads  a  soft 

easily  judge  how  the  members    are   to  be  of  rule  in  the  service,  a  rule  confinned  ena 

coerced.    Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  head  of  the  by  the  attempts,  that  were  made  to  comet 

service,  with  high  legal  emoluments,  has  fouled  it,  (I  mean,  cor^rmed  by  Sir  KUjah  Imfijt 

his  hands  and   sullied  his    government  with  when,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Haft^ 

bribes.    He  has   substituted  oppression  and  he  undertook  to  be  legislator  lor  India,)  tet 

tyranny  in   the  plade  of  legal  government,  the  judicial  character,  the  last  intbeonkrflf 

With  all  that  unbounded,  licentious  power,  legal  progress,  that,  to  which  all  pipftMiflBil 

which  he  has  assumed  over  the  public  reve-  men  look  up  as  the  crown  of  their   labosn^ 

nues,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  find  a  series  that  ultimate  hope  of  mcsi  grown  ^r^  ia  pe* 

of  gradual,  progressive,  honourable,  and  ad-  fessional  practice,  is  among  the  first  eqlsti- 

equate  rewards  for  the  persons,  who  serve  the  mental  situations  of  a  ooa^MUny'a  servai^  A 

public  in  the  subordinate  but  powerful  situatiMis,  is  expressly  said  in  that  body  oi  ngJk&Ktt 

he  has  left  them   to  prey  upon   the  people  to  which  I  allude,  that  the  office  and  aitaaliai 

without  the  smallest  degree  of  controul.    In  of  a  judge  of  the  dewanny  courts  of  adtiriil 

default  of  honest  emolument,  there  is  the  un-  is  to  be  filled  by  the  jumor  servants  of  ^ 

bounded  license  of  power ;  and  (as  one  of  the  company;  and,  as  the  judicial  nmnhMHitf* 

honestest  and  ablest  servants  of  the  company  not  substantially  equal  to  that  of  other  s^w* 

said  to  me  in  conversation)  the  civil  service  tions,  the  o&ce  of  a  judge  is  to  be  takes,  is  il 

of  the  company  resembled  the  military  service  were  m  trmukuj  as  a  passage  to  other  ofiea 

of  the  Mahrattas,  little  pay,  but  unbounded  not  of  a  judicial  nature.    As  soon,  tbersfati 

license  to  plunder.    I  do  not  say,  that  some  of  as  a  young  man  has  supplied  die  deieds  sf  Hi 

the  salaries  given  in  India  would  not  sound  education  by  the  advanti^  of  some  ezpei' 

well  here :  but  when  you  consider  the  nature  he  is  immediately  translated  to  a  totally  ( 

of  the  trusts,  the  dignity  of  the  situation,  what-  ent  office ;  and  another  young  nan  is  s 

ever  the  name  of  them  may  be,  the  powers,  tuted  to  learn,  at  the  expenae  of  the  pmigy 
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of  India,  to  fill  a  situation,  which,  when  he     They  ought,  according  to  the  rule,  to  renew 
maybe  qualified  to  all,  he  is  no  l<»iger  to  hold,     these  covenants  at  these  times  by  someUiing, 

It  is  in  a  great  measure  the  same  with  (I  speak  without  ofTence,)  which  may  be  said 
regard  to  the  other  situations.  They  are  the  to  resemble  confirmation  in  the  church.  They 
ritviatioQS  of  great  statesmen,  which,  accord-     are  obliged  to  renew  their  obligation  in  pajv 

ing  to  the  practice  of  the  world,  require,  to  fill  ticular  to  receive  no  giils,  gratuities,  or  pre- 

properly,  rather  a  large  converse  with  men  and  sents  whatsoever. 

midi  intercourse  in  life,  than  deep  study  of         This  scheme  of  covenants  would  have  been 

books ;  though  that,  too,  has  its  eminent  ser-  wise  and  proper,  if  it  had  belonged  to  a  judi* 

vice.    We  biow,  that  in  the  habits  of  civiliz-  cious  order  and  rational  consistent  scheme 

ed  life,  in  cultivated  society,  there  is  imbibed  of  discipline.    The  orders  of  the  company 

by  men  a  good  deal  of  the  solid  practice  of  have  forbidden  their  servants  to  take  any  ez- 

goremment,  of  the  true  nuudms  of  state,  and  traneous  emoluments.    The  act  of  parliament 

erery  thing,  that  enables  a  man  to  serve  his  has  fulminated  against  them.     Clear  positive 
€oantry.    But  these  men  are  sent  over  to  ex-     laws,  and  clear  positive  private  engagements, 

flieise  functions,  at  which  a  statesman  here  have  no  exception  of  circumstances  in  tbem, 

iroald  tremble,  without  any  theoretical  study,  no  difference  quoad  majua  el  mintM,  but  every 

■ad  without  any  of  that  sort  of  experience,  one,  who  offends  against  the  law,  is  liable  to 

ubidi,  in  mixed  societies  of  business  and  c(m-  the  law.    The  consequence  is  this ; — he,  who 

wrae,  form  men  gradually  and  insensibly  to  has  deviated  but  an  inch  from  the  straight 

freat  affairs.     Low  cunning,  intrigue  and  line,  he,  who  has  taken  but  one  penny  of  un- 

■tratagem,  are  soon  acquired ;  but  manly,  du-  lawful  emolument — and  all  have  taken  many 

flUe  polity,  which  never  sacrifices  the  gene-  pennies  of  unlawful  emolument — does  not  dare 

ral  interest  to  a  partial  or  momentary  advan-  to  complain  of  the  most  abandoned  extortion 

tage,  is  not  so  dieaply  formed  in  the  human  and  cruel  oppression  in  any  of  his  fellow-ser-' 

onderstanding.  vants.    He,  who  has  taken  a  trifle  perhaps  as 

Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  defence   before  the  the  reward  of  a  good  action,  is  obliged  to  be 

House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  defences  he  silent,  when  he  sees  whole  nations  desolated 

fans  made  before  your  lordships,  has  lamented  around  him.    The  great  criminal,  at  the  head 

his  own  situation  in  this  particular.    It  was  (^the  service,  has  the  laws  in  his  hand;  he 

moch  to  be  lamented  indeed.    How  far  it  will  is  always  able  to  prove  the  small  offence,  and 

finmisb  justification,  extenuation,  or  palliation  crush    the  person,  who  has  committed  it. 

of  his  conduct,  when  we  come  to  examine  that  This  is  one  grand  source  of  Mr.  Hastings*8 

conduct,  will  be  seen.  power.     After  he  had  got  the  better  of  the 

These  circumstances  in  the  system  have,  in  parliamentary  c(Hnraission,  no  complaint  from 

ft  great  degree,  vitiated  and  perverted  what  is  any  part  of  the  service  has  appeared  against 

^  reality,  and  many  things  are  in  reality,  ex-  Mr.  Hastings.    He  is  bold  enough  to  state  it 

erilent  in  it.    They  have  rendered  the  appli-  as  one  presumption  of  his  merit,  that  there  has 

Cfttion  of  all    correctives  and  remedies  to  been  no  such  complaint.    No  such  complaint, 

almBe,  at  best,  precarious  in  their  operati(Mi.  indeed,  can  exist.    The  spirit  of  the  corps 

The  laws,  that  we  have  made,  the  covenants,  woukl,  of  itself,  aUnost  forbid  it ;  to  which 

frldcfa  the  company  has  obliged  its  servants  to  spirit  an  inforaier  is  the  most  odious  and  de- 

Mler  into,  the  occasional  orders  that  have  testable  of  all  characters,  and  is  hunted  down, 

l»en  given,  at  least  ostensibly  good,  all  have  and  has  always  been  hunted  down,  as  a  com- 

Eed  noxious  to  the  country,  instead  of  bene-  mon  enemy.    But  here   is  a  new  security. 

L    To  illustrate  this  point,  I  beg  leave  to  Who  can  complain,  or  dares  to  accuse?  The 

dtomui  to  your  lordships,  that  the  servants  of  whole  service  is  irregular :  nobody  is  free  from 

flto  company  are  obliged  to  enter  into  that  ser-  small  offences ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  great 

tiee,iiot  only  with  an  impression  of  the  gene-  offender  can  always  crush  the  small  one.    If 

Iftl  doty,  which  attaches  upon  all  servants,  but  you  examine  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Has- 

ire  obliged  to  engage,  in  a  specific  covenant  tbigs,  you  would  imagine,  firom  many  exprea- 

wich  their  masters,  to  perform  all  the  duties  sions  very  deliberately  used  by  him,  that  the 

tfeacribed  in  that  covenant  (which  are  all  the  company's  service  was  made  out  of  the  veiy 

Aattes  of  their  relation)  under  heavy  penalties,  filth  and  dregs  of  human  corruption;  but,  ^  . 

They  are  bound  to  a  repetition  of  these  cove-  you  examine  his  conduct  towards  the  corrupt 

•SBts  at  every  step  of  their  progress,  from  body  he  describes,  you  would  imagine  he  had 

tniter  to  fiutorr  firom  factor  to  junior  merchant,  lived  in  the  speculative  schemes  c^  vinooary 

:  -from  jonior  merchant  to  aeoior  merchant,  periectioii. 
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He  wu  fourteen  years  at  the  head  of  that  his  auspices,  was  the  vital  principle  of  diaoit 

service  ;  and  there  is  not  an  instance,  no,  not  tlie  whole  service. 

one  single  instance,  in  which  he  endeavoured  There  is  one  member  of  the  service,  wbidi 

to  detect  corruption—or  that  he  ever,  in  any  I  have  omitted ;  but  whether  I  ought  to  ban 

one  single  instance,  attempted  to  punish  it ;  put  it  first,  or,  as  I  do  now,  last,  I  must  oott* 

but  the  whole  service,  with  that  whole  mass  of  fess  I  am  at  some  loss ;  becauise,  tbou^  it  ap- 

enormity,  which  he  attributes  to  it,  slept,  as  it  pears  to  be  the  lowest  (if  any  regular)  part  of 

were,  at  once  under  hb  terrour  and  his  protec-  the  service,  it  is  by  &r  the  most  consic^raUe, 

tion  ; — under  his  protection,  if  they  did  not  and  the  most  efficient ;  without  a  full  ooosi- 

dare  to  move  against  him ;  under  terrour,  firom  deration  and  ezphuiation  of  which  hardly  any 

his  power  to  pluck  out  individuals,  and  make  part  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  of 

a  public  example  of  them,  whenever  he  thought  many  others,  that  may  be  in  bis  situatioo,  can 

fit.    And  therefore  that  service,   under  his  be  fully  understood. 

guidance  and  influence,  was,  beyond    even  I  have  given  your  lordships  an  aocmmt  of 

what  its  own  nature  disposed  it  to,  a  service  writers,  factors,  merchants,  who  exercise  the 

of  confederacy,  a  service  of  coimivance,  a  ser^  office  of  judges,  lord  chancellors,  chanceOon 

vice  composed  of  various  systems  of  guilt,  of  of  the  exdiequer,  ministers  of  state,  and  Bia> 

which  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  head  and  the  pro-  nagers  of  great  revenues.  But  there  is  another 

tector.    But  this  general  connivance  he  did  not  description  of  men,  of  more  importance  than 

think  sufficient  to  secure  to  him  the  general  sup-  them  all,  a  description  you  have  often  heard  of, 

port  of  the  Indian  interest.    He  went  further,  but  which  has  not  been  sufficiently  explained; 

We  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  that,  when  I  mean,  the  banyan.     When  the  company^i 

the  company  were  driven  by  shame,  not  by  in-  service  was  no  more  than  mercantile,  and  the 

dination,  to  order  several  prosecutions  against  servants   were    generally  unacquainted  with 

delinquents  in  their  service,  Mr.  Hastings,  di-  the  country,  they  used  tbe  intervention  of  oei^ 

recUy  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  office,— directly  tain  factors  among  the  natives,  wfaidi  were 

contrary  to  the  express  and  positive  law  of  the  called  banyans ;  we  called  them  so,  because 

court  of  directors,  which  law  parliament  had  they  were  <^  the  tribe,  or  cast  of  the  banyaos 

bound  upon  him  as  his  rule  of  action, — not  sa-  or   merchants,   the  Indians  being   generallj 

tisfied  with  his  long  tacit  connivance,  ventured,  (Attributed    into  trades    according    to   their 

before  he  left  his  government  and  among  his  last  tribes.     The  name  still  continues,  vihea  the 

acts,  to  pass  a  general  act  of  pardon  and  in>  {bnctions  of  the  banyans  are  totally  alterec!. 

demnity,  and  at  once  ordered  the  whole  body  The  banyan  is  known  by  other  appellatuos. 

of  the  prosecutions,  directed  by  his  masters,  He  is  called  dewan  or  steward ;  aad,  indeed, 

the  company,  to  be  discharged.  this  is  a  term  with  more  prqiriety  applied  to 

Havmg  had  fixirteen  years  lease  of  conni-  him  in  several  of  his  ftmctions*    He  is,  by 

Vance  to  bestow,  and  giving,  at  the   end,  a  his  name  ofoffice,  the  steward  of  the  hoaseboid 

general  release  of  all  suits  and  actions,  he  of  the  European  gentleman :  be  has  the  Boa* 

now  puts  himself  at  the  head  of  a  vast  body  nagementof  his  afiairs,  and  the  oidering  of  bis 

enriched  by  his   bounties,  connivances  and  servants.    He  is  himself  a  domestic  servant, 

indemnities,  and  expects  the  support  of  those,  and  generally  chosen  out  of  that  daas  of  oa- 

whom  he  had  thus  fully  rewarded,  and  dis-  tives,  who,  by  being  habituated  to  nusery  and 

charged  from  the  pursuit  of  the  laws.    You  subjection,  can  submit  to  any  orders,  and  are 

will  find,  in  the  course  of  this  business,  that  fit  for  any  of  the  basest  services.    Trained 

when  charges  have  been  brought  against  him  under  oppression  (it  is  tbe  true  education)  the/ 

of  any  bribery,  corruption,  or  other  malversa-  are  fit  to  oppress  others.    They  serve  an  ap- 

tion,  his  course  has  been  to  answer  little  or  prenticeship  of  servitude,  to  qualify  then  ftr 

nothing  to  that  specific  bribery,  corruption,  or  the  trade  of  tyranny.    Th^  Imow  all  the  de- 

malversaiion ;  his  way  has  been  to  call  on  the  vices,  all  the  Uttle  frauds,  all  the  artifices  and 

court  of  directors  to  inquire  of  every  servant,  contrivances,  the  whole  panoply  of  die  defeo> 

who  comes  to  Europe,  and  to  say,  whether,  sive  armour,  by  whidi  ingenious  slaveiy  ae* 

there  was  any  one  man  in  it,  that  will  give  him  cures  itself  against  the  violence  of  power, 

im  ill  word.    He  has  put  himself  into  a  situa-  They  know  all  the  lurking  holes,  all  the  wind- 

tion,  in  which  he  may  always  safely  call  to  his  ing  recesses,  of  the  unfortunate ;  and  they  hunt 

charaeter,  and  will  always  find  himself  utterly  out  dbtress  and  miwry,  even  to  their  last  ra* 

incapable  of  justifying  his  conduct.    So  far  I  treats.     They  have  sufiered  themselves;  bat, 

have  trouUed  your  lordships  with  the  system  far  fixmi  being  taught  by  those  sufierings  to  ah» 

of  confederacy  and  connivance,  which,  under  stain  from  rigour,  they  have  only  learned  dit 
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methods  of  afflicting  their  fellow  slaves.    They  miserable  instruments  of  the  tyranny,  which 

have  the  best  intelligence  of  what  is  done  in  the  lowest  part  of  the  natives  of  India  exercise 

Kngland.     The  moment  a  company's  servant  to  the  disgrace  of  the  British  authority,  and 

arrives  in  India,  and  his  English  connections  to  the  ruin  of  aH,  that  is  respectable  amon^ 

are  Imown  to  be  powerful,  some  of  that  class  their  own  countrymen.    They  have  subvened 

of  people  immediately  take  possession  of  him,  the  first  houses,  totally  ruined  and  undone  the 

as  if  he  were  their  inheritance.    They  have  country,  cheated  and  defrauded  the  revenue ; 

knowledge  of  the  country,  and  its  affairs ;  they  the  master  a  silent,  sometimes  a  melancholy 

have  money  ;  they  have  the  arts  of  making  spectator,  until  some  office  of  high  emolument 

money.      The  gentleman,  who  comes  firom  has  emancipated  him.    This  has  often  been 

England,  has  none  of  these ;  he  enters  into  the  true  reason,  that  the  company*s  servants 

that  world,  as  he  enters   into  the  world   at  in  India,  in  order  to  free  themselves  from  this 

large,  naked.    His  portion  is  great  simpli-  horrid  and  atrocious  servitude,  are  obliged  to 

city,   great  indigence,  and  a  strong  disposi-  become  instruments  of  another  tyranny,  and 

tion  to  relieve  himself.      The  banyan,  once  must  prostitute  themselves  to  men  in  power, 

in  possession,  employs  his  tyranny,  not  only  in  order  to  obtain  some  office,  that  may  enaUa 

over   the  native  people  of  his  country,  but  them  to  escape  the  sen'itudes  below,  and  en- 

oAen  over  the  master  himself,  who  has  little  able   them  to  pay  their  debts.     And  thus 

o(tber  share  in  the  proceedings  of  his  servant,  many  have  become  the  instruments  of  Mr. 

but  in  giving  him  the  ticket  of  his  name  to  Hastings. 

mark,  diat  he  is  connected  with,  and  support-  These  banyans  or  dewans  were  originally 
ed  by,  an  European,  who  is  himself  weU  con-  among  the  lower  casts  in  the  country.  But 
nected  and  supported  at  home.  This  is  a  now  it  is  true,  that,  after  seeing  the  power 
oomniissioB,  which  nothing  can  resist.  From  and  profits  of  these  men ;  that  there  is  neither 
tfaatraoaient  forward,  it  is  not  the  Englishman,  power,  profession,  nor  occupation  to  be  had, 
it  is  the  black  banyan,  that  is  the  master.  The  which  a  reputable  person  can  exercise,  but 
nominal  master  orfOlen  lives  from  his  hand.  We  through  that  channel ;  men  of  higher  casts, 
know  how  young  men  are  sent  out  of  this  ooun-  and  born  to  better  things,  have  thrown  thero- 
tiy :  we  know  how  happy  we  are  to  hear  soon,  selves  into  (hat  disgraceful  servitude,  have 
that  they  are  no  longer  a  burthen  to  their  fi'iends  become  menial  servants  to  Englishmen,  that 
and  parents.  The  banyan  knows  it  too.  He  they  might  rise  by  their  degradation.  But 
supplies  the  young  servant  with  money.  He  has  whoever  they  are,  or  of  whatever  birth,  they 
him  under  his  power ;  first,  from  the  necessity  have  equally  prostituted  their  integrity ;  they 
of  employing  such  a  man;  and  next,  (and  have  equally  lost  their  character;  and,  once 
this  is  the  more  important  of  the  two,)  he  has  entered  into  that  course  of  life,  there  is  no 
that  dreadfiil  power  over  his  master,  which  difference  between  the  best  casts  and  the 
every  creditor  has  over  his  debtor.  Actions,  worst.  That  system  Mr.  Hastings  confirm- 
tbe  most  abhorrent  to  his  nature,  he  must  see  ed,  established,  increased,  and  made  the  in- 
done  before  his  face ;  and  thousands  and  thou-  strument  of  the  most  austere  tyranny,  of  tho 
sands  worse  are  done  in  his  absence,  and  he  basest  peculations,  and  the  most  scandalous 
dare  not  complain.  The  banyan  extorts,  robs,  and  miquitous  extortions, 
plunders,  and  then  gives  him  just  what  pro-  In  the  description  I  have  given  of  banyans  a 
portion  of  the  spoil  he  pleases.  If  the  master  distinction  is  to  be  made.  Your  lordships 
should  murmur,  the  very  power,  that  was  sent  must  distinguish  the  banjrans  of  the  British 
over  to  protect  the  people  of  India  from  these  servants  in  subordinate  situations,  and  the 
very  abuses  (the  best  things  being  perverted,  banyans,  who  are  such  to  persons  in  higher 
when  applied  to  unknown  Ejects  and  put  into  authority.  In  the  latter  case  the  banyan  is  in 
unsuitable  situations) — the  very  laws  of  Eng-  strict  subordination,  because  he  may  always 
land,  by  making  the  recovery  of  debts  more  be  ruined  by  his  superiour ;  whereas  in  the 
easy,  infinitely  increase  the  power  of  the  ban-  former,  it  is  always  in  his  power  to  ruin  his 
yan  over  his  master.  Thus  the  supreme  court  nominal  superiour.  It  was  not  through  fear, 
of  justice,  thedestmed  corrector  of  all  abuses,  but  voluntarily,  and  not  for  the  banyan's  pur^ 
becomes  a  collateral  security  for  that  abomina-  poses,  but  his  own,  Mr.  Hastings  has  brought 
ble  tyranny  exercised  by  the  monied  banyans  forward  his  banyan.  He  seated  him  in  the 
over  Europeans  as  well  as  the  natives.  So  houses  of  the  principal  nobility,  and  invested 
that,  while  we  are  here  boasting  of  the  British  him  with  farms  of  the  revenue  ;  he  has  given 
power  in  the  east,  we  are  in  perhaps  more  him  enormous  jobs ;  he  has  put  him  over  the 
than  half  our  service  nothing  but  the  iuferiour  heads  of  a  nobility,  which,  for  their  grandeur* 
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•Btiqmty  tad  dignity,  niffat  afanott  be  maleb-  eiied  principle  of  MlC-iaterMC  will  providfl  t 

ed  with  your  lOTcbhips.     He  haa  made  him  better  MjtHem  for  tba  guard  of  that  iatenut, 

■oprene  ecdesiaetical  judge,  judge  even  of  the  than  the  cotd,  drowiy  wisdom  of  those,  who 

▼ery  casts,  in  the  presenraiion  of  the  separate  provide  for  a  good  oat  of  thenssehres,  ever  oob- 

rules  and  separate  privileges  of  which  thai  trived  for  the  public.    The  plans  sketched  b^ 

people  exists.   He,  who  has  dominion  over  the  private  prudence  for  private  iptereat,  the  rego- 

cajt,  has  an  absolute  power  over  something  lations  by  mercantile  men  for  their  mercaotils 

more  than  Ufo  and  fortune.  purposes,  when  they  can  be  applied  to  the 

Such  is  thai  first  or  last  (I  know  not  which  discipline  and  order  of  the  atate,  produce  a 
to  call  it)  order  in  the  company's  service  cal-  discipline  and  order,  which  no  slate  should  be 
led  a  banyan.  The  mutseddies,  clerks,  ao-  ashamed  to  copy.  The  coaupMijr'a  mercantile 
countants,  of  Cakutu,  generally  fall  under  regulations  are  admirably  filled  for  the  ga- 
this  description.  Your  lordships  will  see  vemmeat  of  a  remote,  krge,  di^intsd  «n- 
hereafter  the  necessi^  of  giving  you,  in  the  pire.  As  merdiaau,  having  fiitilors  abread  ia 
opening  of  the  case,  an  id^  of  the  situation  distant  parts  of  the  world,  they  have  oUigid 
of  a  biuiyaa.  You  will  see,  as  no  English-  them  to  a  miaoteness  and  strictness  of  re- 
man, properly  speaking,  acts  by  himself,  that  gitter,  and  to  a  regularity  of  correspoBdeaee» 
he  most  be  made  responsible  for  that  person  whidi  no  state  has  ever  used  in  the  sasM  d»> 
called  his  banyan  ;  for  the  power  he  either  gree  with  regard  to  its  public  mimstsva.  The 
uses  under  him,  or  the  power  he  has  acquired  company  has  made  it  a  fundamental  part  of 
over  him.  The  banyan  escapes,  in  the  night  their  constitution,  that  ahnoet  their  whole  govern- 
of  his  complexion  and  situation,  the  inquiry,  ment  shall  be  a  written  govemmeot.  Year  lord- 
that  a  white  man  cannot  stand  before  in  this  ships  will  observe,  in  the  course  of  the  proeeed- 
country.  Through  the  banyans,  or  other  black  ing,  the  propriety  of  opening  fidy  to  you  lUs 
natives,  a  bad  servant  of  the  company  receives  circumstance  in  the  govenunenl  of  India ;  that 
his  bribes.  Through  them  he  decides  fobely  is,  that  the  corapany^s  govermneat  ia  a  goven- 
againU  the  titles  of  litigants  in  the  conrt  c^  meat  of  writing;  a  govenunenl  of  record.  The 
casts,  or  in  the  offices  of  public  registry,  strictest  court  of  justice,  ia  its  proeeediag,  is 
Through  them  Mr.  Hastings  has  exercised  not  more,  perhaps  not  so  wuQch  a  teurt  sf 
oppressions,  whidi,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  record  as  the  India  coaopMiyVi  execolive  ser- 
his  own  name,  in  his  own  diaracter,  daring  vice  is,  or  ought  to  be,  ia  all  its  proceediagk 
as  he  is  (and  he  is  the  most  daring  criminal,  In  the  first  place,  they  oMige  their  servaali 
that  ever  existed)  he  never  woirid  dare  to  prac-  to  keep  a  journal  or  dUary  oif  all  their  traaa- 
tice.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the  iniquities  of  actions,  public  and  private :  they  are  bound 
his  interiour  bad  administration  have  been  per-  to  do  this  by  an  express  coveaaat.  They  eb- 
petrated  through  these  banyans,  or  other  native  lige  them,  as  a  corre^ve  upon  that  iiarj,  to 
agents  and  confidants ;  and  we  shall  show  you^  keep  a  latter>book,  in  which  all  Iheir  letten 
that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  one  of  them ;  con-  are  to  be  regularty  Mitered.  Add  thsy  ars 
fidiitg  few  of  his  secrets  to  Europeans,  and  bound,  by  the  same  oovenaal,  to  prodaaa  aB 
hardly  any  of  his  instruments,  either  native  those  books  upon  requisition,  akhough  they 
or  European,  knowing  the  secrets  of  each  should  be  mixed  with  afikirs  conceraing  their 
other.  This  is  the  system  of  banyanism,  and  own  private  negotiations  and  traasactasas  ef 
of  concealment,  which  Mr.  Hastings,  instead  commerce,  or  their  desest  and  most  istired 
of  eradicating  out  of  the  service,  has  propa-  concerns  in  private  Ufe.  Bat,  aa  ^m  great 
gated  by  example  and  by  support,  and  enlarg-  corrective  of  all,  they  have  coatrired,  thit 
ed  by  converting  even  Europeans  into  tlwt  every  proceeding  in  public  aouadl  shall  ba 
daik  and  insidkias  character.  vnritten : — no  debates  merely  verfaak    The  ar* 

I  have  expktiaed,  or  endeavoured  to  explaini  gumeats,  first  or  k»t,  are  to  be  in  writii^,  and 

to  your  ktdships  these  circumstaaces  of  the  recorded.  All  other  bodies,  the  Houses  of  Locd% 

true  spirit,  genius,  and  character,  more  than  Commons,  Privy  Council,  Cabinet  Couaoib  for 

the  ostensible  institutions,  of  the  company's  secret  state  deliberations,  enter  only  iaaekoi, 

service.    I  now  shall  beg  leave  to  Inring  before  decisions,  and  final  resolutmna  of  affaira ;  Iha 

yea  one  institution,  taken  from  the  mercantile  argument,  the  discussion,  the   dinssnt,  dosa 

constitution  of  die  company,  so  excellent,  thai  very  rarely,  if  at  all,  appear.     But  the  eouH 

I  wiU  venture  to  say,  that  human  wisdom  has  pany  has  proceeded  nrach  fiirther,  aad  dMa 

never  exceeded  it.     In  this  excellent  instito-  much  more  wise^f,  because  they  proceeded 

tion  the  countmg-hoose  gave  lessons  to  the  upon  mercantile  principles ;  and  Ihaj  have 

state.    The  active,  awakened,  and  enlight-  provkied,  either  by  ordera  or  coone  of 
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diat  all  shall  be  written,  the  proposition,  the  mahrersation.    The  man  of  fratid  falls  ilito 

argument,  the  dissent.    This  is  not  confined  contradiction,  prevarication,  confusion.    This 

to  their  great  council ;  but  this  order  ought  to  hastens,  this  facilitates  conviction.    Besides, 

be  observed,  as  I  conceive,  and  I  see  consi-  time  is  not  allowed  for  corrupting  the  records, 

derable  traces  of  it  in  practice,  in  every  pro-  They  are  flown  out  of  their  hands ;  they  are 

Tincial  couacU,  whilst  the  provincial  councils  in  Europe ;  they  are  safe  in  the  registers  of 

existed,  and  even  down  to  the  minutest  rami-  the  company ;  perhaps  they  are  under  the  eye 

fication  of  their  service.     These  bo<^,  in  a  of  parliament,  beibre  the  writers  of  them  have 

progression  Sram  the  lowest  councils  to  the  time  to  invent  an  excuse  for  a  direct  contrary 

highest  presidency,  are  ordered  to  be  trans-  conduct  to  that,  to  which  their  former  pretend- 

mitted,  duplicate  and  triplicate,  by  every  ship,  ed  principles  applied.     This  is  a  great,  a 

that  sails  to  Europe.    On  tfiis  system  an  able  material  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  com- 

serrant  of  the  company,  and  high  in  their  ser*  pany.    My  lords,  I  do  not  think  it  to  be  much 

vice,  has  recorded  his  opinion,  and  strongly  apcdogized  for,  if  I  repeat,  that  this  is  the 

expresses  his  sentiments.    Writing  to  the  court  fundamental  regulation  of  that  service;  and 

of  directors,  he  says, "  It  ought  to  be  remem-  which,  if  preserved  in  the  first  instance,  as  k 

bered,  that  the  basis,  upon  which  you  rose  to  ought  to  be,  in  official  practice  in  India,  and 

power,  and  have  been  aUe  to  stand  the  shock  then  used  as  it  ought  to  bo  in  England,  would 

of  repeated  convulsions,  has  been  the  accuracy  afford  such  a  mode  of  governing  a  great,  fo- 

and  sin^licity  of  mercantile  method,  which  reign,  dispersed  empire,  as  I  will  venture  to  sayy 

makes  evwy  transaction  in  your  service,  and  few  countries  ever  possessed  even  in  govern* 

every  expenditure,  a  matter  of  record."  ing  the  most  limited  and  narrow  jurisdiction. 

My  loixis,  this  method  not  only  must  produce  It  was  the  great  business  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
to  them,  if  strictly  observed,  a  more  accurate  policy  to  subvert  this  great  political  edifice, 
idea  of  the  nature  q£  their  affairs,  and  the  na-  His  first  mode  of  subverting  it  was  by  com- 
ture  of  their  expenditures,  but  it  must  afford  manding  the  public  ministers,  paid  by  the 
them  no  trivial  of^rtunity  and  means  of  know^  company,  to  deliver  their  correspondence  upcm 
ing  the  true  characters  of  their  servants,  their  the  most  critical  and  momentous  affairs  to  him, 
capacities,  their  ways  of  thinking,  the  turn  and  in  order  to  be  suppressed  and  destroyed  at 
bias  of  their  minds.  If  well  employed,  and  his  pleasure.  To  support  him.  in  this  plan  of 
but  a  little  improved,  the  East-India  Company  spoliation,  he  has  made  a  mischievous  dis- 
possessed an  advantage  unknown  he&tre  to  the  tinction  in  public  business  between  public  and 
chief  of  a  remote  government.  In  the  most  private  correspondence.  The  company's  or- 
remote  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  the  minutest  ders  and  covenants  made  none.  There  are, 
parts  of  a  remote  service,  every  thing  came  readily  I  admit,  thousands  of  occasions,  m 
before  the  principal  with  a  domestic  accural  whieh  it  is  not  proper  to  divulge  promiscnoosly 
and  local  familiarity.  It  was  in  the  power  ef  a  private  oorrespeodence,  though  on  public 
a  director,  sitting  in  London,  to  form  an  acco-  affairs,  to  the  work! )  but  there  is  no  eoccasion, 
rate  judgment  of  every  incident,  that  hap*  in  which  it  is  not  a  necessary  dnty,  en  requi- 
pened  upon  the  Granges  and  the  Gogra.  sition,  to  conmonicate  your  correspondency 

The  use  of  this  recorded  system  did  not  to  those,  who  form  fhe  paranftount  goremment, 

consist  only  in  the  fiicility  of  discovering  wbat  on  whose  interests,  and  on  whose  concerns, 

the  nature  of  their  affairs,  and  the  character  and  nnder  whose  authority,  this   correspon- 

and  capacity  of  their  servants,  wu ;  but  it  denoe  has  been  carried  on.    The  rery  sane 

fiimiahed  the  means  of  detecting  their  miscoiH  reasons,  whieh  require  secrecy  with  regard  to 

duct ;  frequently  of  proving  it  too,  and  of  pro-  others,  demand  the  freest  eonmranication  to 

ducing  the  evidence  to  it  judicially  mider  their  them.  But  Mr.  Hastings  has  established  prm* 

own  bands.     For  your  lordships  mast  baew  ciples  of  confidence  and  secrecy  towards  him- 

observed,  that  k  is  rare  kideed,  that,  in  a  self,  m^ich  have  cut  (jff  all  confidence  %etw«eD 

continued  course  of  evil  praetices,  any  uniform  the  directors  and  their  ministers,  and  efibeto- 

metbod  of  proceeding  will  serve  the  porposes  ally  kept  them  at  least  out  of  the  secret  off 

of  the  delinquent.     Innocence  is  plain,  direct  their  own  affirirs. 

and  simple :  guik  is  a  crooked,  intricate,  in-        Without  enterhig  into  all  (he  practices,  ht 

constant  and  various  thing.     The  iniquitous  which  he  has  attempted  to  maim  the  company  Y 

job  of  to-day  may  be  covered  by  specious  records,  I  shi^l  state  one  more  to  yonrkird^ 

reascM ;  but  when  the  job  of  iniquity  of  te-  ships ;  tfiat  is,  his  avowed  appointment  t/spie* 

morrow  sucoeeds,  the  reasons,  that  have  coloufw  and  onder-agents,  who  rinJi  carry  on  Hw  i«d 

ed  the  first  crime,  may  expose  the  second  state  business,  while  there  are  public  and  ot> 


300                             SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

taoiible  agents,  who  are  not  in  the  secret,  exist  together.    He  knows,  that  what  ranaim 

The  correspondence  of  those  private  agents  of  the  written  constitution,  which  he  has  not 

he  holds  in  his  own  hands,  conununicales  as  destroyed,   is  enough    to  destroy  him.     He 

be  thinks  proper,  hut  most  commonly  withholds,  claims  a  privilege  of  systematic  inconstancy ; 

There  remains  nothing  for  the  directors  but  the  a  privilege  of  prevarication ;   a  privilege  cS 

shell  and  husk  of  a  dry,  formal,  official  corre-  contradiction  ;  a  privilege  of  not  only  changing 

■pondence,  which  neither  means  any  thing,  nor  his  conduct,  but  the  principles  of  his  conduct, 

was  intended  to  mean  any  thing.  whenever  it  suits  his  occasions.     But  I  hope 

These  are  some  of  the  methods,  by  which  your  k)rdships  will  show  the  destroyers  of  dui 

be  has  defeated  the  purposes  of  the  excellent  wise  constitution,  and  the  destroyers  of  those 

institution  of  a  recorded  administration.    But  records,  whidi  are  to  be  the  securities  against 

there  are  cases  to  be  brought  before  this  court,  malversation   in  office,    the   discovereis  and 

in  which  he  has  laid  the  axe  at  once  to  the  root ;  avengers  of  it,  that  wlu>ever  destroys  the  dis* 

which  was,  by  delegating  out  of  his  own  hands  coverer  establishes  the  iniquitj ;  that,  there- 

a  great  department  of  the  powers  of  the  com-  fi>re,  your  lordships  will  bind  him  to  his  own 

pany,  which  he  was  himself  bound  to  execute,  declarations,  given  on  record  under  his  own 

to  a  board,  which  was  not  bound  to  record  their  hand ;  that  you  will  say  to  this  un&ithflil  ser- 

deliberations  with  the  same  strictness  as  he  vant    of  the    company    what    was  said  to 

himself  was  bound.    He  appointed  of  his  own  another    unfaithful    person,   upoo  a  fiur  less 

usurped  authority  a  board  for  the  administra-  occasion,  by  a  fiur  greater  authority,  "out  of 

tion  of  the  revenue,  the  members  of  which  were  thy  own  mouth  will  I  judge  thee,  thou  wicked 

expressly  dispensed  firom  recording  their  dis-  servant." 

aents,  until  they  chose  it ;  and  in  that  office,  as  Having  gone  through  what    I  have  been 

in  a  great  gulf,  a  most  important  part  of  the  instructed  might  be  necessary  to  state  to  your 

company's  transactions  has  been  buried.  lordships  concerning  the  company's  oonstito- 

Notwithstanding  his  unwearied  pains  in  the  tion,  I  mean  the  real  inside,  aiid  not  the  shdl, 

work  of  spoliation,  some  precious  fragments  of  its  constitution ;  having  stated  the  abuses, 

are  1^,  which  we  ought  infinitely  to  value ;  that  existed  in  it ;  having  stated  how  Mr. 

by  whidi  we  may  learn,  and  lament,  the  loss  Hastings  endeavoured  to  perpetuate  and  to 

of  what  he  has  destroyed.    If  it  were  not  for  increase  and  to  profit  of  the  abuse,  and  how  he 

those  inestimable  fragments  and  wrecks  of  the  has  systematically  endeavoured  to  destroy,  and 

recorded  government,  which  have  been  saved  has  in  some  instances  in  fact  destroyed,  many 

firom  the  destruction,  which  Mr.  Hastings  in-  things  truly  excellent  in  that  constitution ;  if 

tended  lor  them  all,  the  most  shameful  enormi-  I  have  not  wasted  your  time  in  explanation  of 

ties,  that  have  ever  disgraced  a  government,  matters,  that  you  are  already  well  acquainted 

or  harassed  a  people,  wouki  only  be  known  in  with,  I  shall  next  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  the 

this  country  by  secret  whispers,  and  unauthen-  abuse  in  some  particulars  o£  the  other  part  €( 

ticated  anecdotes:  the  disgracers  of  govern-  the  public  authority,  which  the  company  ao 

ment,  the  vexers  and  afflicters  of  mankind,  quired  over  the  natives  of  India  in  virtue  of  the 

instead  of  being  brought   before    an  awful  royal  charter  of  the  prescmt  Mogul  emperour, 

public  tribunal,  might  have  been  honoured  with  in  the  year  1766. 

the  highest  distinctions   and  rewards  their  My  lords,  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of 

coimtry  has  to  bestow;  and  sordid  bribery,  the  abuse  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  of  the 

base  peculation,  iron-handed  extortion,  fierce,  powers  vested  in  him,  it  will  be  expedient  to 

unrelenting  tyranny,  might  themselves  have  consid^  a  little,  who  the  people  are,  to  whose 

been  invoked  with  those  sacred  robes  of  jus-  prejudice  he  has  abused  these  powers.    I  shall 

tice,  before  whidi  this  day  they  have  cause  to  explain  this  point  with  as  much  brevity  as  is 

tremble.  consiitent  with  the  distinctness,  with  which 

Mr.  Hastings,  sensible  of  what  he  suffers  I  mean  to  bring  the  wbalo  before  your  kird- 

firom  this  register  of  acts  and  opinions,  has  ships ;  and  I  beg  to  observe  to  you,  that  this 

endeavoured  to  discredit  and  ruin  what  re-  previous  discourse,  rather  explanatory  than 

mains  of  it.    He  refines,  in  his  d^nce  to  the  accusatorial  (if  I  may  use  the  exfwession)  is 

House  of  Commons,  in  letters  to  the  court  of  meant  rather  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  the 

directors,  in  various  writings  and  declarations,  matter  to  come  before  you  in  regular  charges, 

he  refiises  to  be  tried  by  his  own  recorded  than  as  proof  of  the  charges  themselves, 

dedarations ;  he  refiises  to  be  bound  by  his  I  know,  that  a  good  deal  of  latitude  is  allow- 

owii  ofnnions,  delivered  under  his  own  hand,  ed  to  advocates,  when  opening  a  cause  in  s 

He  knows,  that  he  and  the  record  cannot  private  court,  to  indulge  thenuelves  in  their 
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narratives  leading  to  the  charges  they  intend  Their  legislator,  whoever  he  was,  (for  who 

to  bring.    They  are  not  always  called  to  the  he  was  is  a  matter  lost  in  the  mists  of  a  most 

strictest  account  for  such  prefatory  matter,  be-  obscure  antiquity,)  had  it  as  a  great  leading 

cause  the  court,  when  it  comes  to  judge,  sifts  principle  of  his  policy  to  connect  the  people 

and  distinguishes  it  from  the  points  to  be  strictly  with  their  soil .    Accordingly,  by  one  of  those 

proved,  and  on  whose  merits  the  cause  relies,  anomalies,  which  a  larger  acquaintance  with 

But  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know,  that,  our  species  daily  discovers,  and  which  perhaps 
with  the  high  opinion  I  have  of  your  gravi^,  an  attentive  reflection  mi^^t  explain  in  the 
(and  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  conceive  a  nature  of  man,  this  aboriginal  people  of  India, 
higher,)  and  sensible  of  the  weight  of  those  I  who  are  the  softest  in  their  manners  of  any  of 
represent  at  this  place,  namely,  the  Commons  our  race,  approaching  almost  to  feminine  ten-' 
of  Grreat  Britain,  I  should  be  sorry,  that  any  demess,  who  are  formed  constitutionally  bene- 
one  substantial  fact,  even  in  this  explanatory  volent,  and,  in  many  particulars,  made  to  (HI a 
opening,  or  even  the  colour  of  the  fact,  should  larger  circle  of  bonevolence  than  our  morals 
be  alleged,  which,  when  called  upon,  I  should  take  in,  who  extend  their  good-will  to  the 
not  be  ready  to  make  good  to  you  by  proof:  I  whole  animal  creation ; — these  people  are,  of 
mean,  by  prW adapted  to  its  nature  ;  public  all  nations,  the  most  unalliable  to  any  oUier 
opinion  by  evidence  of  public  opinion ;  by  part  of  mankind.  They  cannot — the  highest 
record  that,  to  which  record  is  applicable  ;  by  orders  of  them,  at  least,  cannot  come  into  eon- 
oral  testimony  things,  to  which  oral  testimony  tact  with  any  other.  That  bond,  which  is  one 
alone  can  be  produced ;  and  last  of  all,  that,  of  the  chief  instruments  of  socie^,  and  which, 
which  is  matter  of  historic  proof,  by  historic  supporting  the  individual,  connects  the  species, 
evidence.  This  I  hope  to  do  with  the  usual  can  have  no  existence  with  them — ^I  mean  the 
allowance  to  errours  and  mistakes,  which  is  convivial  bcmd.  That  race  can  be  heM  to  no 
the  claim  of  human  infirmity.  other  by  that  great  link  of  life.    No  HindO 

Then,  my  lords,  two  distinct  people  inhabit  can  mix  at  meals  even  with  those,  on  whom 
India.  Two  sorts  of  people  inhabit  the  same  he  depends  for  the  meat  he  eats.  This  ciiw 
country,  as  totally  distinct  from  each  other  in  cumstance  renders  it  diflicult  for  us  to  enter 
characters,  lives,  c^inions,  prejudices,  and  with  due  sympathy  into  their  concerns,  or  for 
manners,  as  the  inhabitants  of  countries  most  them  to  enter  into  ours,  even  when  we  meet 
remote  from  each  other.  For  both  of  these  en  the  same  ground.  But  there  are  other  eir- 
descriptions  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  pro-  cumstances,  which  render  our  intercourse,  in 
vide  equally,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  our  mutual  relation,  very  fiill  of  difficuhy.  The 
charter,  whicii  the  company  received  from  the  sea  is  between  us.  The  mass  of  that  element, 
lawful  governing  power  of  that  country  v-a  which,  by  appearing  to  disconnect,  unites  man- 
charter  received  at  its  own  solicitation ; — a  kind,  is  to  them  a  forbidden  road.  It  is  a 
charter,  not  forced  upon  us  by  a  superioor  great  gulf  fixed  between  you  and  them— not 
power,  but  given  at  the  immediate  solicitation  so  much  that  elementary  gulf,  but  that  gulf, 
of  the  principal  servants  belonging  to  the  com-  which  manners,  opinions  and  laws  have  radi- 
pany ;— a  charter  solemnly  accepted  by  the  cated  in  the  very  nature  of  the  people.  None 
company ;  and  by  them,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  of  their  high  casts,  without  great  danger  to  hie 
little  regarded ;  or,  at  least,  little  regarded  by  situation,  religion,  rank  and  estimation,  can 
their  principal  servants.  ever  pass  the  sea  ;  and  this  forbids,  for  ever, 

My  lords,  the  first  description  of  people,  viho  all  direct  communication  between  that  country 

are  subjected  virtually  to  the  British  empire  and  this.    That  material  and  affecting  circmn- 

through  those  mediums,  which  I  have  describ-  stance,  my  lords,  makes  it  ten  tiroes  non 

ed  to  you,  are  the  original  inhabitants  of  Hin-  necessary,  since  they  cannot  come  to  oa,  to 

dostan,  who  have  in  all  time,  and  be3rond  aQ  keep  a  strict  eye  upon  all  persons,  who  go  to 

the  eras,  which  we  use,  (I  mean  always  the  them.    It  imposes  upon  us  a  stricter  doty  to 

two  grand  eras  excepted,)  been  the  aboriginal  guard,  with  a  firm  and  powerful  vigflanoe, 

inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  that  country ;  those,  whose  principles  of  conscienoe  weaken 

with  maimers,  religion,  customs,  and  usages  their  principles  of  selMefence.    If  we  under* 

appropriated  to  themselves,  and  little  resem-  take  to  govern  the  inhabitants  of  soch  a  coon* 

Ming  those  of  the  rest  of  mankind.    This  de-  try,  we  nuist  govern  them  upon  their  own  prin* 

scription  of  men  is  commonly  called  GentOs.  ciples  and  maxims,  and  not  upm  oars.    Wo 

The  system  and  principle  of  that  government  roust  not  think  to  force  them  into  the  narrair 

is  kNsality.    Their  laws,  their  manners,  their  circle  of  our  ideas ;  we  roust  extend  oars  to 

religioQ,  are  all  k>cal.  take  in  their  syifem  of  opinions  and  rites,  mA 
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the  neoenitiea  which  resalt  from  bodi;  all  at  once  out  of  all  ranks  of  society.  Heispre' 
dianfo  on  their  part  is  absolutely  impracti-  cipitated  from  the  proudest  eleraHon  of  re- 
cable.  We  hare  more  versatility  of  character  spect  and  honour  to  a  bottomless  abyss  of  coo- 
and  manners,  and  it  is  we,  who  must  conform,  tempt ;  from  glory  to  infamy ;  from  puri^  to 
We  know  what  the  empire  of  opini(Hi  is  in  poUution ;  from  sanctity  to  probation.  No 
human  nature.  I  had  ahnost  said,  that  the  law  honest  occupation  is  open  to  him.  His  chil- 
of  opinion  was  human  nature  itself  It  is,  dren  are  no  longer  his  children.  Their  pareot 
however,  the  strongest  principle  in  the  com-  kwes  that  name.  The  conjugal  bond  b  dis- 
position of  the  frame  of  the  human  mind ;  and  solved.  Few  survive  this  most  terrible  of  all 
more  of  the  happiness  and  unhappiness  of  man-  calamities.  To  speak  to  an  Indian  of  this 
kind  resides  in  that  inward  principle,  than  in  aH  cast  is  to  speak  to  him  of  his  all. 
external  circumstances  put  together.  But  if  But  the  rale  of  cast  has,  with  Chsm,  given 
snch  is  the  empire  of  opinion  even  among  us,  one  power  more  to  fortune,  than  the  manners 
it  has  a  pure,  unrestrained,  complete,  and  of  any  other  natioo  were  ever  known  to  do. 
despotic  power  among  them.  The  variety  of  For  it  is  singular,  the  cast  may  be  lost,  not 
balanced  o|Hni<His  in  our  minds  weakens  the  only  by  certain  voluntary  crimes,  but  by  cer- 
force  of  each ;  for  in  Europe,  sometimes,  the  tain  involuntary  snflerings,  disgraces,  aftd  pol- 
laws  of  religion  differ  from  the  laws  of  the  lotions,  that  ara  utterly  out  of  their  power  to 
land ;  sometimes,  the  laws  of  the  land  differ  prevent.  Those,  vi^  have  patiently  subanit- 
from  our  laws  of  honour ;  our  laws  of  honour  ted  to  imprisonment — those,  who  have  not 
are  fiiU  of  cafnice,  differing  from  those  other  flinched  from  ffie  soourge— those,  ^Hm  have 
laws,  and  sooMtimes  differing  from  themselves:  been  as  uiimovsd  as  marble  under  totture— 
but  there  the  laws  of  religion,  the  laws  of  the  those,  who  have  laoghed  at  the  menaees  of 
land,  and  the  laws  of  hcrnoor,  are  aU  united  death  itself— have  instantly  fpifta  way,  whio 
and  consolidated  in  one  invariiii>le  system,  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  siriigeet  them  to  any 
bind  men  by  eternal  and  indinohible  bonds  to  of  those  poUutions,  by  which  they  lose  cast 
the  rules  of  what,  among  them,  is  called  his  To  this  oast  they  are  bound  by  all  laws  of  all 
eaal.  descriptions,  human  and  divine  ;  and  invete- 

It  may  be  necessary  jnst  to  state  to  your  rate  usage  Ins  radicated  it  in  them  to  a  depth, 

lordships  what  a  east  is.    The  G^entA  people,  and  wMi  an  adhesion,  with  which  no  other 

from   the  okiest  time,  have  been  distributed  known  prejudice  has  been  hnown  to  eadst. 

into  various  orden,  all  of  them  herwBtary:  Tyranny  is,  therefore,  aimed  against   then 

these  family  ordera  are  called  casts ;    these  whh  a  greater  variety  of  wei^ions  than  are 

casts  are  the  fundamental  part  of  the  oonsti-  foiBKi  in  its  Ofdinary  stores, 
tution  of  the  Gentd  coomonwealtb,  both  in        This,a»ongaffioasandediereonsiderafeiaBs, 

(heir  church  and  in  their  state.  speaks  to  ns  in  very  authoritative  langnags, 

Tour  lordships  are  bom  to  hereditary  he-  with  what  care  and  oireumspectaon  we  «a^ 

Hours  in  the  chief  of  your  houses.    The  rest  to  handle  pe<^le  so  delicate.    In  the  cewss 

met  with  the  people.    With  the  Oentfts,  they,  of  this  trial  your  kwdships  wiU  see  with  hor* 

who  are  bom  noble,  can  never  faH  into  any  rour    tho  use,  which  Mr.  Hastings  made, 

second  rank.      They  are  divided  into  four  through  several  of  his  wicked  and  nhominahls 

ordens ;  the  Brahmins,  the  Chittery,  the  Bioe,  instruments,  chosen  from  the  natives  Ihess- 

and  the  Soodtv,  with  many  snbeHvisions  in  selves,  of  these  superadded  means  of  opprss* 

each.    An  eternal  barrier  is  placed  between  sion.    I  shall  prove,  in  the  course  of  this  trid, 

them.    The  higheroannotpass  into  the  k»wer;  that  he  has  put  his  own  nmiial  domestic  ssr- 

the  lower  cannot  rise  into  the  higher.    They  vanfe— a  wretch  totally  dependent    a  wretch 

hnve  all  their  appropriated  rank,  place,  and  greedy  ignorant    the  common  instnmisnt  of 

situation,  and  their  impropriated  religion  too ;  bis  bribe^  and  pecuhuion ; — he  has  enthronsd 

which  is  sssemially  dfrerent  m  its  rites  and  him,  I  say,  on  the  first  seat  of  ecclesiastical 

ceremonies,  sometimes  in  its  object,  in  each  jnrisdiction,  which  was  lo  decide  tqpon  the 

of  these  casts.    A  man,  who  is  born  in  the  casts  of  all  those  people,  Inoluding  their  TOk, 

bigbsst  oast,  which  «t  once  tnrites  what  wouU  their  frniily,  their  honour,  and  their  happiness 

be  tantamount,  in  this  country,  to  the  dignify  here,  and,  in  their  judgment,  dieir  salvation 

of  «he  peerage,  and  the  ennobled  sanctity  of  hereafter.    Under  the  awe  of  this  power,  no 

the  EpisoopiU  character ;— the  Brahmin,  whs  man  dared  to  breathe  a  murroer  against  his 

sustains  these  ohavaotera,  if  he  kises  his  cast,  tyranny.    Fortified  in  this  seouri^,  he  says, 

4loes not  iall  into  an  inforiour  Older,  the  Obit-  Who  compbunoof  me?— No,aQne  of  nidare 

iMgi,  the  Biea,  or  the  Soodur,  btttho  if  thsown  complain  of  you,  says  the  tmnbtinf  QtMdn 
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No !  your  menial  servant  has  my  cast  in  his  circumstance,  in  which  all  the  institutions  of 
power.    I  shall  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  mankind  in  other  respects  show  their  weakness, 
mentioning  others  ;  it  was  enough,  that  Canto  They  ha?e   fxisted,  when  the  country  has 
Baboo,  and  Ginga  Govind  Sing,  names,  to  been  otherwise  subdued.    This  alone  fumishet 
which  your  kirdships  are  to  be  familiarized  full  proof,  that .  there  must  be  some  powerful 
hereafter ;-— it  is  enough,  that  those  persons  influence  resulting  from  them  beyond  all  our 
had  the  cast  and  character  of  all  the  people  little  fashionable  theories  upon  such  subjectg. 
of  Bengal  in  their  hands.    Through  them  he  The  second  consideration  In  the  Gent  A  in- 
has  taken  effectual  security  against  all  com-  stitutions  is  their  beneficial  effects,  moral  and 
plaint.    Your  lordships  wiU  hence  discern  how  civil.     The  policy,  civil  or  religious,  or,  as 
very  necessary  it  is  become,  that  some  other  theirs  is,  composed  of  both,  that  makes  a  peo- 
personage  should  intervene,  should  take  upon  pie  happy,  and  a  state  flourishing,  (putting  fiir- 
him  their  representation,  and  by  his  freedom  tber  and  higher  considerations  out  of  the  way, 
and  his  power  should  supply  the  defects  ari-  which  are  not  now  before  us,)  must  undoubU 
sing  from  their  servitude  and  their  impotence,  edly,  so  far  as  human  considerations  prevail. 
The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  charge  them-  be  a  policy  wisely  conceived  in  any  scheme 
selves  wiUi  this  character.  of  government.    It  is  confirmed  by  all  obser- 
My  lords,  these  GreniA  people  are  the  original  vation,  that,  where  the  HindQ  religion  him 
people  of  Hindostan.    They  are  still,  beyond  been  established,  that  counb^  has  been  flou- 
comparison,  the  roost  numerous.    Faults  this  rishing.   We  have  seen  some  patterns  remain- 
nation  may  have ; — but  God  forbid  we  shouki  ing  to  this  day.    The  very  country,  which  if 
pass  judgment  upon  people,  who  fi-amed  their  to  be  the  subject  of  your  lordships  judicial  in- 
laws and  institutions  prior  to  our  insect  origin  of  quiry,  is  an  instance,  by  an  entire  change  of 
yesterday.    With  all  the  faults  of  their  nature,  government,  of  the  different  effects  resisting 
and  errours  of  their  institutbns,  their  institu-  from  the  rapacity  of  a  fweign  hand,  and  the 
tions,  which  act  as  powerfully  on  their  natures,  paternal,  lenient,  protecting  arm  of  a  native 
have  two  material  characteristics,  which  entitle  government,  formed  on  the  long  connection  <^ 
them  to  respect : — first,  great  force  and  stability ;  prejudice  and  power.    1  shall  give  you  its  state 
and  next,  excellent  moral  and  civil  effects.  Their  under  the  HindOi  government  from  a  book 
stability  has  been  proved  by  their  hoUing  on  an  written  by  a  very  old  servant  of  the  company, 
uniform  tenour  for  a  duration  commensurate  to  whose  authority  is  of  the  greater  weight,  as 
all  the  empires  with  which  history  has  made  us  the  very  destruction  of  all  this  scheme  of  go- 
acquainted  ;  and  they  still  exist  in  a  green  old  vemmoat  is  the  great  object  of  the  author, 
age,  with  all  the  reverence  of  antiquity,  and  with  The  author,  Mr.  Holwell,  divides  the  couo- 
all  the  passion,  that  peo}rfe  have  to  novelty  and  try  of  Bengal  into  its  different  provinces.    He 
change.    They  have  stood  firm  on  their  antient  supposes  what  they  then  paid  to  the  supreme 
base — they  have  cast  their  roots  deep  in  their  government ;  he  supposes  what  the  country  is 
native  soil ;  peiiiaps  because  they  have  never  capable  of  yielding ;   and  bis  project  is  te 
spread  them  any  where  else  than  in  their  native  change  entirely  the  application  of  the  revenues 
soil.  Their  Uoodf&eir  opinions,  and  the  soil  of  of  the  country,  and  to  secure  the  whole  into 
their  ooontry,  make  one  consistent  piece  ;  ad*  the  hands  of  government.    In   enumerating 
mitting  no  mixture,  no  adulteration,  no  im-  these  provinces,  at  last  he  comes  to  the  pro- 
proveneiU:    accordingly,  their  religioa   has  vince  of  Burdwan. 

made  no  converts ;  their  dominion  has  made  "  In  truth  (says  this  author)  it  would  be  el- 
no  eooquests ;  but,  in  proportion  as  their  laws  most  cruelty  to  molest  this  happy  pec^ile ;  for  ii| 
and  opinions  were  concentred  within  them-  this  district  are  the  only  vestiges  of  the  beauty, 
selves,  and  hindered  from  spreading  abroad,  purity,  pie^,  regularity,  equity,  and  strictness 
they  have  doubled  their  force  at  home.  They  of  the  antient  Hindostan  government.  Here 
have  existed  in  spite  of  Mahoraedan  and  Porw  the  property,  as  well  as  the  liberty,  of  the  peo- 
tuguese  bigotry ;  in  spite  of  Tartarian  and  pie  are  inviolate.  Here  no  robberies  are  heard 
Arabian  tyranny;  in  spite  of  all  the  fury  of  of,  either  public  or  private.  The  traveller, 
soooeesive  foreign  conquest ;  in  spite  of  a  more  either  with  or  without  merchandise,  becomes 
formkleble  foe«-4he  avarice  of  the  English  do-  the  immediate  care  of  the  government,  which 
minion.  allots  him  guards,  without  any  expense,  to 
I  have  spoken  now,  my  lords,  of  what  their  conduct  him  from  stage  to  stage ;  and  these 
principles  are ;— their  lavra  and  religious  in-  are  accountable  for  the  safety  and  aocommo- 
stitntioas,  in  point  of  force  and  stability :  I  dation  of  his  person  and  effe<^  At  the  end 
have  given  instances  of  their  force  in  the  rery  of  the  £rst  sta^e  be  is  delivered  over,  with 


804  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

certain  beneTolent  formalities,  to  the  guards  of  tune  to  that  country,  and  to  the  world  in  gene* 

the  nesct,  who,  afler  interrogating  the  traveller  ral ;  I  mean,  the  time  of  the  prophet  Mahomed, 

as  to  the  usage  he  had  received  in  his  journey,  The  enthusiasm,   which   animated  his  first 

dismiss  the  first  guard  with  a  written  certi-  followers,  the  despotic  power,  which  religion 

ficate  of  their  behaviour,  and  a  receipt  for  the  obtained   through  that  enthusiasm,  and  the 

traveller  and  his  effects ;  which  certificate  and  advantages,  derived  fi-om  both,  over  the  eoer- 

receipt  are  returq^ble  to  the  conunanding  offi-  vated  great   empires,  and  broken,  disunited 

cer  of  the  first  stage,  who  registers  the  same,  lesser  governments  of  the  world,  extended  the 

and  regularly  reports  it  to  the  rajah."  influence  of  that  proud  and  domineering  sect 

"  In  this  form  the  traveller  is  passed  through  fixxn  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  to  the  banks 
'  the  country  ;  and  if  he  only  passes,  he  is  not  of  the  Loire, 
suffered  to  be  at  any  expense  for  food,  accom-         This  second  period  is  the  era  of  the  Arabs, 
niodation,  or  carriage  for  his  merchandise  or  These  people  made  a  great  and  lasting  impres- 
baggage ;  but  it  is  otherwise  if  he  is  permitted  sion  on  India.     They  established,  Tery  early, 
to  make  any  residence  in  one  place    above  Mahomedan  sovereigns  in  all  parts  cf  it ;  par- 
three  days,  unless  occasioned  by  sickness,  or  ticularly  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  which  is 
any  unavoidable   accident.    If  any  thing  is  the  principal  object  of  our  present,  inqairy. 
lost  in  this   district,  for  instance  a   bag  of  They  held  that  kingdom,  for  a  long  series  of 
money  or  other  valuables,  the  person,  who  finds  years,  under  a  dynasty  of  thirty-three  kings; 
it,  hangs  it  upon  the  next  tree,  and  gives  notice  having    begun   their  conquest,  and   founded 
to  the  nearest  chowkey,  or  place  of  guard ;  the  their  dominion  in  Bengal,  not  very  long  afier 
ofiicer  of  which  orders  immediate  publication  the  time  of  their  prophet, 
ofthe  same  by  beat  d*  tomtom  or  drum."  These  people,  when  they  first  settled  in 

These,  my  lords,  are  the  effects  universally  India,  attempted  with  the  ferocious  arm  oi 

produced  by  the  Hindd  polity  throughout  that  their  prophetic  sword  to  chsinge  the  religion 

vast  region,  before  it  was  distorted  SLod  put  out  and  manners  d*  that  country ;  but  at  length 

of  frame  by  the  barbarism  of  foreign  conquests,  perceiving,    that  their   cruelty   wearied   out 

Some  choice  reserved  spots  continued  to  flou-  itself,  and  never  could  touch  the  constancy  of 

rish  under  it  to  the  year  1756.    Some  remain-  the  sufferers,  they  permitted  the  native  people 

ed  till  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  the  means  of  of  the  country  to  remain  in  quiet,  and  left  the 

utterly  defacing  them.    Such  was  the  prospect  Mahomedan  religion  to  operate  upon  them 

of  Benares  under  the  happy  government  of  as  it  could  by  appealing  to  the  ambition  or 

Bulwant  Sing.    Such  was  the  happy  state  of  avarice  of  the  great,  or  by  taking  the  lower 

the  same  Benares  in  the  happy  days  of  Cheit  people,  who   have   lost  their  casts,  into  this 

Sing,  until  in  the  year  1781  Mr.  Hastings  new  sect ;  and  thus,  from  Uie  refuse  of  the 

introduced  his  reform  into  that  country.  Gentii,  increasing  the  bounds  of  the  Maho- 

Having  stated  the  general  outline  of  the  medao  religion.    They  left  many  (^  the  an- 

manners  of  the  original  people  of  Hindostan  ;  tient  rajahs  of  the  country  possessed  of  an 

having  stated  the  general  principles  of  their  inferiour  sovereignty ;  and,  where  the  strength 

policy,  which  either  prohibit  connection,  or  of  the  country  or  other  circumstances  would 

oblige  us  to  a  connection  very  different  from  not  permit   this  subordination,  they  sufiered 

vi^at  we  have  hitherto  used  towards  them,  I  them  to  continue  in  a  separate  state,  ap- 

shall  leave  it   to  your  lordships'  judgment,  preaching  to  independence,  if  not  wholly  in- 

whether  you  will  suffer  such  fair  nionuments  dependent. 

of  wisdom  and  benevolence  to  be  defaced  by  The  Mahomedans,  during  the  period  of  the 
the  rapacity  of  your  govemours.  I  hope  I  Arabs,  never  expelled  or  destroyed  the  native 
have  not  gone  out  of  my  way  to  bring  before  CrentA  nobility,  zemindars,  or  landhdders  of 
you  any  circumstance  relative  to  the  GenUl  the  country.  They  all,  or  almost  all,  remain- 
religion  and  manners,  further  than  as  they  re-  ed  fixed  in  their  places,  properties,  and  dig- 
late  to  the  spirit  of  our  government  over  them ;  nities ;  and  the  shadows  of  several  of  them 
for  though  there  never  was  such  food  for  the  remain  under  our  jurisdiction, 
curiosi^  of  the  human  mind,  as  is  found  in  the  The  next,  which  is  the  third  era,  is  an  era 
manners  of  this  people,  I  pass  it  totally  over.  the  more  necessary  to  observe  upon,  becanse 

I  wish  to  divide  this  preliminary  view  into  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  many  applications  to  it 

six  periods;  and  your  lordships  will  consider  in  his  defence  before  the  Commons;  namelyi 

that  of  the  Hind(is,  which  I  have  now  men-  the  invasion  of  the  Tartars,  or  the  era  of  Ta- 

tioned,  as  the  first  era.  merlane.    These  Tartars  did  not  establish 

The  second  era  is  an  era  of  great  misfor-  themselves  on  the  ruins  of  the  Hindfts.    Their 
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conquests  were  over  the  other  M ahomedans  :  sword  of  Mahomed  prevailed ;  namely,  a  capi- 
for  Tamerlane  invaded  Hindostan,  as  he  in-  tation  tax  upon  all,  who  do  not  profe;»s  the  re- 
vaded  other  countries,  in  the  character  of  the  ligion  of  the  Mahomedans.    But  the  Hindis, 
great   reformer  of  the   Mahomedan  religion,  by  express  charter,  were  exempted  from  that 
He  came  as  a  sort  of  successour  to  the  rights  mark  of  servitude,  and  thereby  declared  not  to 
of  the  prophet  upon  a  divine  title.    He  struck  be  a  conquered  people.     The  native  princes, 
at  all  the  Mahomedan  princes,  who  reigned  in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Mogul  go- 
at that  time.      He  considered  them  as  apos-  vernment,  carried  the  evident  marks  of  this 
tates,  or  at  least  as  degenerated  from  the  faith,  free  condition  in  a  noble    independency  of 
and  as  tyrants  abusing  their  power.    To  faci-  spirit.    Within  their  own  districts  the  autho- 
litate  his  conquests  over  these,  he  was  often  rity  of  many  of  them  seemed  entire.    We  are 
obliged   to  come  to  a  sort  of  a  composition  often  led  into  mistakes  concerning  the  govern- 
with  the   people  of  the  country  he  invaded,  ment  of  Hindostan,  by  comparing  it  with  those 
Tamerlane  had  neither  time,  nor  means,  nor  governments  where  the  prince  is  armed  with 
inclination,  to  dispossess   the  antient  rajahs  a  full,  speculative,  entire  authority ;  and  where 
of  the  country.  the  great  people   have,  with  great  titles,  no 
Tour  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  propose  privileges  at  all ;  or,  having  privileges,  have 
nothing  more,  than  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  those  privileges  only  as  subjects.    But  in  Hin- 
principles  of  policy  which  prevailed  in  these  dostan  the  modes,  the  degrees,  the  circum- 
several  revolutions,  and  not  an  history  of  the  stances  of  subjection,    varied  infinitely.     In 
furious  military  achievements  of  a  barbarous  some  places  hardly  a  trace  at  all  of  subjection 
invader.      Historians,  indeed,  are  generally  was  to  be  discerned ;  in  some  the  rajahs  were 
very  liberal  of  their  information  concerning  almost  assessors  of  the  throne,  as  in  tliis  case 
every  thing  but  what  we  ought  to  be  very  of  the  Rajah  Cheit   Sing.      These  circum- 
anzious  to  know.      They  tell  us,  that  India  stances  mark,  that  Tamerlane,  however  he  may 
was  conquered  by  Tamerlane,  and  conquered  be  indicated  by  the  odious  names  of  Tartar 
in  such  a  year.    The  year  will  be  found  to  and  conquerour,  was  no  barbarian ; — that  the 
coincide  somewhere,  I  believe,  with  the  end  of  people,  who  submitted  to  him,  did  not  submit 
the  fourteenth  century.     Thinking  the  mere  with  the  abject  submission  of  slaves  to  the 
fact  as  of  little  moment,  and  its  chronology  as  sword  of  a  conquerour,  but  admitted  a  great, 
nothing,  but  thinking  the  policy  very  material,  supreme  emperour,  who  was  just,  prudent,  and 
which,  indeed)  is  to  be  collect^  only  here  and  politic,   instead  of  the  ferocious,  oppressive 
there,  in  various  books  written  with  various  lesser  Mahomedan  sovereigns,  who  had  be- 
▼iews,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  fore  forced  their  way  by  the  sword  into  the 
very  remarkable  circumstance  relative  to  that  country. 

policy,  and  taken  from  the  same  book  to  which  That  country  resembled  more  a  republic  of 
I  formerly  referred,  Mr.  Holwell's.  princes  with  a  great  chief  at  their  head,  than 
<*  When  the  Hind  A  rajahs,  or  princes  of  a  territory  in  absolute,  uniform,  systematic 
Hindostan,  submitted  to  Tamerlane,  it  was  on  subjection  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  in  which 
these  capital  stipulations : — ^that  the  emperour  light  Mr.  Hastings  and  others  of  late  have 
should  marry  a  daughter  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing's  thought  proper  to  consider  it.  According  to 
house ;  that  the  head  of  this  house  should  be  them,  if  a  subordinate  prince,  like  Cheit  Sin^ 
in  perpetuity  govemours  of  the  citadel  of  Agra,  was  not  ready  to  pay  any  exorbitant  sum  <m 
and  anoint  the  king  at  his  coronation ;  and  instant  demand,  or  submit  to  any  extent  of 
that  the  emperours  should  never  impose  the  fine,  which  should  be  inflicted  upon  him  by 
jessera  (or  poll-tax)  upon  the  Hindis.*'  the  mere  will  of  the  person,  who  called  rob-' 
Here  was  a  ccmquerour,  as  he  is  called,  hery  a  JhUj  and  who  took  the  measure  of  that 
cc»ning  in  upon  terms  ;  mixing  his  blood  fine  without  either  considering  the  means  of 
with  that  of  the  native  nobility  of  the  country  paying,  or  the  degree  of  delinquency,  that  jus* 
he  conquered  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  tified  it ;  their  properties,  liberties  and  lives 
mixture,  placing  them  in  succession  upon  the  were  instantly  forfeited.  The  rajahs  of  that 
throne  of  the  country  he  subdued ;  making  one  country  were  armed ;— they  had  fortresses  for 
of  them  even  hereditary  constable  of  the  ca-  their  security  ; — they  had  troops.  In  the  re- 
pital  of  his  kingdom,  and  thereby  putting  his  ceipt  of  both  their  own  and  the  imperial  re- 
posterity  as  a  pledge  into  their  hands.  What  venue,  their  securities  for  justice  were  in 
is  full  as  remarkable,  he  freed  the  Hindis  for  their  own  hands :  but  the  pdicy  of  the  Mogul 
ever  from  that  tax,  which  the  Mahomedans  princes  very  rarely  led  them  to  push  that  peo- 
have  laid  upon  every  country,  over  which  the  pie  to  such  extremity,  as  it  is  supposed,  that 
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oa  evnry  slight  occasion,  we  have  a  right  to  much  lor    Baekingham.'*— Tot,  vAmn  the 

push  those,  who  are  the  subjects  of  our  pro-  country  again  recovered  its  Ibnn  and  s^tle- 

tended  conquest.  ment,  it  recovered  the  spirit  of  a  mild  goren- 

Mr.  Holwell  throws  much  light  on  this  m«it.   Whatever  rigour  was  used  with  regard 

policy,  which  became  the  standing  law  of  to  the  Mahomedan  adventurers  from  Persia, 

the  empire. —  Turkey,  and  other  parts,  who  filled  the  places 

"  In  the  unfortunate  wars,  which  followed  of  servile  grandeur  in  the  Mogul  court,  die 

the  death  of  Manz  O'Din  Savajee,  Cheit  Sing  HindOs  were  a  favoured,  protoctod,  g«otly 

(the  great  rajah  we  have  just  mentioned)  with  treated  people. 

a  sel^t  body  of  Rhajapoots,  by  a  well  coo-  The  next,  which  is  the  fiflh  era,  is  a  tnw> 

ducted  retreat,  recovered  Agra ;  and  was  soon  bled  and  vexatious  period— the  wa  of  the  in- 

afler  reconciled  to  the  king  (the  Mogul)  and  dependent  soubahs  of  Bengal.    Five  of  these 

admitted  to  his  favour ;  conformable  to  the  soubahs  or  viceroys  goveraed  finom  about  the 

steady  policy  of  this  government  in  keeping  a  year  1717,  or  thereabouts.      They  grew  into 

good  understanding  with  the  principal  rajahs,  independence  partly  by  the  calamities  andcoo- 

and  more  e^Mcially  with  the  head  of  this  house,  cussions   of  that   empire,   which   happened 

who  is  ever  capable  of  raising  and  fomenting  during  the  disputes  for  the  succession  of  Ta- 

a  very  formidable  party  upon  any  intended  merlane;  and  partly,  and  indeed  principally,  by 

revolution    in   this  despotic    and  precarious  the  great  riiock,  whidi  the  empire  leceifed 

monarchy."  when  Thamas  Kouli  Kh4n  bn^e  into  thai 

You  see,  that  it  was  the  monarchy,  that  was  country,  carried  off  its  revenues,  OTerUnrned 
precarious,  not  the  rights  of  the  subordinate  the  throne,  and  massacred  not  only  many  of 
chiefs.  Tour  lordships  see,  that  notwithstand-  the  chief  nobility,  but  almost  all  the  inhabi- 
ing  our  ideas  of  oriental  despotism,  under  tiie  tants  of  the  capital  aty.  This  rude  shock, 
successours  of  Tamerlane,  these  principal  which  that  empire  was  never  able  to  recover, 
rajahs,  instead  of  being  called  wretdies,  and  enabled  the  viceroys  to  become  ind^Mndeot; 
treated  as  such,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  but  their  independence  led  to  their  ruin, 
it  becoming  to  call  and  treat  them,  when  they  Those,  who  had  usurped  upon  their  masters, 
were  in  arms  against  their  sovereign,  were  re-  had  servants,  who  usurped  upon  them.  Alia- 
garded  with  respect,  and  were  admitted  to  easy  verdy  KMn  murdered  his  master,  and  opened 
reconciliations ;  because  in  reality,  in  their  a  way  into  Bengal  for  a  body  of  foreign  in- 
occasional  hostilities,  they  were  not  pr(^)erly  vaders,  the  Mahrattas,  who  crueQy  harassed 
rebellious  subjects,  but  princes,  often  asser-  the  country  for  several  years.  Their  retreat 
ting  their  natural  rights,  and  the  just  constitu-  was  at  length  purchased,  and  by  a  som,  whidi 
tion  of  the  country.  is  supposed  to  amount  to  five  imBions  sterling. 

This  view  of  the  policy,  which  prevailed  By  this  purchase  he  secured  the  exhausted 
during  the  dynasty  of  Tamerlane,  naturally  remains  of  an  exhausted  kingfkxn,  and  left  it  to 
conducts  me  to  the  next,  which  is  the  fourth  his  grandson  Surajah  w  Dowlah  in  peace  and 
era  in  this  history — I  mean  the  era  of  the  poverty.  On  the  fall  of  Sun^ah  w  Do^ah, 
emperour  Akber.  He  was  the  first  of  the  in  1766,  commenced  the  last,  which  is  the 
successours  of  Tamerlane,  who  obtained  pos-  sixth,— the  era  of  the  Britirii  entire, 
session  of  Bengal.  It  is  easy  to  show  of  what  On  the  fifth  dynasty  I  have  only  to  remark 
nature  his  conquest  was.  It  was  over  the  to  your  lordships,  that,  at  its  dose,  tfaa  Hindd 
last  Mahomedan  dynas^.  He  too,  like  his  chieft  were  almost  every  where  fiMind  in  poe- 
predecessor  Tamerlane,  ccHiquered  the  prince,  session  of  the  country  ;  that  though  Allaverd^ 
not  the  country.  It  is  a  certain  mark,  that  it  Kh&n  was  a  cruel  tjnrant,  though  he  was  an 
was  not  a  conquered  country  in  the  sense,  in  untitled  usurper,  thou^  he  racked  and  tormeBt- 
whicb  we  commonly  call  a  country  conquer-  ed  the  people  under  his  govenunent,  mged, 
ed, — that  the  natives,  great  men  and  land-  however,  by  an  apparent  neceesi^  firom  an 
holdhers,  continued  in  every  part  in  the  pos-  invading  army  of  100,000  hone  in  his  domi- 
session  of  their  estates,  and  of  the  jurisdictions  nions  ;  yet,  under  him,  the  rajahs  still  preserv- 
annexed  to  them.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  seve-  ed  their  rank,  dieir  dignity,  their  castles,  their 
ral  wars  for  the  succession  to  the  Mogul  empire^  houses,  their  seigniories,  all  the  insignia  of 
and  in  other  of  their  internal  wars,  severe  re-  their  situation,  and  always  the  right,  som^ 
venges  were  taken,  which  bore  resemblance  times  also  the  means,  of  protecting  their  sob- 
to  those  taken  in  the  war  of  the  Roses  in  this  ordinate  people,  till  the  last  and  unfortunate 
country,  where  it  was  the  common  course,  in  era  of  1756. 
the  heat  of  blood,—"  off  with  his  head,  so  Through  the  whole  of  this  sketch  oChistflCj 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESO.  807 

I  wish  to  impress  but  one  great  important  truth  will  pave  the  way,  and  make  eyeiy  thing  easy 

upon  your  minds  ;  namely,  that  through  all  for  your  subsequent  justice, 

these  rerolutions  in  government,  and  changes  I  therefore  wish  to  stop  at  this  period,  in 

in  power,  an  Hind(^  poH^,  and  the  spirit  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  became  active  in  the  ser- 

an  Hindd  government,  did  more  or  less  exist  in  vice,  pretty  near  the  time  when  he  began  his 

that  province,  with  wluch  he  was  omcemed,  poUtiaJ  career ; — and  here,  my  lords,  I  pause, 

until  it  was  finalty  to  be  destroyed  by  Mr.  wishing  your  indulgence  at  such  time  as  will 

Hastings.  suit  your  convenience  for  pursuing  the  rest  of 

My  lords,  I  have  gone  through  all  the  eras  this  eventful  history, 
precedent  to  those  of  the  British  power  in 

India,  and  am  come  to  the  first  of  those  tr  Jji JL, — ^F OURTH  DAT, 
eras.  Mr.  Hastings  existed  in  India,  and  --..  i:^— ,-«.  itm 
was  a  servant  of  the  company  before  that  *^  I'Mhruary  nw. 
era,  and  had  his  education  between  both.  f.^  n,T««r«  \ 
He  is  an  antediluvian  with  regard  to  the  ^^^'  "'^*"-; 
British  dominion  in  Bengal.  He  was  co-exis-  Mr  Lords, — In  what  I  had  the  honour  of 
tent  with  all  the  acts  and  monuments  of  that  laying  before  your  lordships  yesterday,  and  in 
revoluticm,  and  had  no  small  share  in  all  the  what  I  may  further  trouble  you  with  to-day,  I 
abuses  of  that  abusive  period,  which  preced-  wish  to  observe  a  distinction,  which  if  I  did 
ed  his  actual  government.  But,  as  it  was  not  lay  down  so  perfectly  as  I  ought,  I  hope  I 
daring  that  transit  irom  eastern  to  western  shall  now  be  able  to  mark  it  out  with  sufficient 
power,  that  most  of  the  abuses  had  their  exactness  and  perspicui^. 
origin,  it  will  not  be  perfectly  easy  for  your  First,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  what  I 
brdships  thoroughly  to  enter  into  the  nature  shallthinknecessary  testate,  as  matter  of  pre- 
and  circumstances  of  them,  without  an  expk-  liminary  explanation,  in  (vder  to  give  your 
nation  of  the  principal  events,  that  happened  lordships  a  true  idea  of  the  scene  of  action — 
firom  the  year  1756,  until  the  commencement  of  of  the  instruments,  which  Mr.  Hastings  em- 
Mr.  Hastings's  government;  during  a  good  part  ployed — and  the  effects,  which  they  pro- 
of which  time  we  do  not  oflen  lose  sight  of  duced — all  this  I  wish  to  be  distinguished  from 
him.  If  I  find  it  agreeable  to  your  lordships ;  matter  brought  to  criminate.  Even  the  mat- 
if  I  find,  that  you  wish  to  know  these  annals  ter  as  stated  by  me,  which  may  be  hereafter 
of  Indian  sufiering  and  British  delinquency;  if  brought  to  criminate,  so  far  as  it  falls  to  my 
you  desire,  that  I  should  unfold  the  series  of  share  at  present,  is  only  to  be  considered,  in 
the  transactioos  firom  1756  to  the  period  of  Mr.  this  stage  of  the  business,  as  merely  Ulustra- 
Hastings's  government  in  1771  ; — ^that  you  tive.  Your  lordships  are  to  expect,  as  un- 
may  know  havt  far  he  promoted  what  was  good ;  doubtedly  you  will  require,  substantial  matter 
how  far  he  rectified  what  was  evil ;  how  far  he  of  crimination  to  be  laid  open  for  that  purpose, 
abstained  firom  innovation  in  tyranny,  and  con-  at  the  moment  when  the  evidence  to  each 
tented  himself  with  the  okl  stock  of  abuse*;^  charge  b  ready  to  be  produced  to  you.  Thus 
your  lordships  will  have  the  goodness  to  consult  your  lordships  will  easily  separate  hiBt<Hical 
the  strength,  which,  from  late  indisposition,  illustration  from  criminal  opening.  For  in- 
begins  almost  to  foil  me.  And  if  you  think  the  stance,  if  I  stated  yesterday  to  your  lordships, 
explanation  is  not  time  lost  in  Ibis  new  world,  as  I  did,  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  one  of 
and  in  this  new  business,  I  shall  venture  to  the  usurping  viceroys,  whose  usurpation  and 
sketch  out,  as  briefly,  and  with  as  much  per-  whose  vices  led  the  way  to  the  destruction  of 
spicuity  as  I  can  give  them,  the  leading  events  his  country,  and  the  introduction  <^  a  foreign 
of  that  ol»cure  and  perplexed  period,  which  power — ^I  do  not  mean  to  charge  Mr.  Hastings 
intervened  between  the  British  settlement  in  with  any  part  of  that  guUt.  What  bears  upon 
1757,  and  Mr.  Hastings's  government.  If  I  Mr.  Hastings  is,  his  having  avowedly  looked 
should  be  so  happy  as  to  succeed  in  that  at-  to  such  a  tjnrant  and  such  a  usurper,  as  his 
terapt,yourl<Mrdshi|;Mi' minds  will  be  prepared  for  model,  and  foUowed  that  pernicious  exanqple 
hearing  this  cause.  Then,  your  lordships  will  with  a  servile  fidelity. 
have  a  clear  view  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  When  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  open  to 
the  abuses,  which  prevailed  in  that  government  your  lordships  any  thing  abusive,  or  leading  to 
before  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  his  greatest  abuse,  firom  defects  or  errours  in  the  constitu- 
power,  and  since  that  time ;  and  then  we  shaU  tion  of  the  company's  service — ^I  did  not  mean 
be  able  to  enter  fully  and  explicitly  into  the  na-  to  criminate  Mr.  Hasting?  on  any  part  of  those 
ture  of  the  cause;  and  I  shoukl  hope,  that  it  defects  and  errours.  I  state  them  to  diow« 
Vol.  III.— 20 
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Aat  be  totk  adTuiUge  of  the  imperlbcdoiM  peace,  science  and  eecuiity  to  tbe  nalitH  of 

ef  the  instiUitioo  to  let  in  his  abuse  of  the  that  Teied  and  harassed  countfy ;  we  sfaooU 

power,  with  which  he  was  intnisted.    If,  (or  haire  been  oofered  with  genui&e  bonoir.   B 

a  further  instance,  I  hare  stated,  that  in  gene-  woidd  ha:ve  been  a  bemntifitf  anif  noble  ipee- 

ral  the  serrice  of  the  India  company  was  in-  tacts  to  mankind. 

sufficieaC  in  legal  pay  or  emolument,  and  abun-  Indeed  something  might  have  bear  eoqieeled 

cfamt  in  the  means  of  iOegal  profit-^  do  not  of  the  kind^  when  a  new  dbmmsDn  emanated 

state  that  deiect  as  owing  to  Mr.  Hastings,  from  a  learned  and  enUghtened  part   of  dls 

But  I  state  it  as  a  fact,  to  show  in  what  man-  workf  in  the  most  enH^tened  period  of  iti 

ner  and  on  what  pretences  he  did,  fraudulently,  ezistenee.    Still  more  mi^  it  hxrc  been  ex- 

corruptly,  and  for  the  purposes  of  his  own  pected^  when  that  dommion  was  fimnd  toiasoe 

ambition,  take  advantage  of  that  defect ;  and,  from  thebosom  of  afree  country,  diat  it  wodd 

under  colour  of  reformation,  make  an  illegal,  hare  carried  with  it  the  fiiff  benefit  of  Ae  vilal 

partial,  corrupt  rise  of  enx)luroents  to  certain  principle  oTthe  British  liberty  andcoostitiitkn, 

favoured  persons  without  regard  to  the  interests  though  its  municipal  (brms  were  not  oomraiH 

of  the  service  at  large :  increasing  rather  than  nicable,  or  at  least  the  advantage  oTdie  Ebeitf 

lessening  the  means  of  illicit  emolument,  as  and  spirit  of  the  Britidi  constitotioo.     Bui 

well  as  loading  the  company  with  many  heavy  this  been  the  case,  (alas  ?  it  was  not,)  yoa 

and  ruinous  expenses  in  avowed  salaries  and  would  have  been  saved  the  ttDubTe  of  this  dsf. 

aOowances.  It  might  have  been  expected  too,  that  in  IImI 

Having  requested  your  lordships  to  keep  in  enlightened  state  of  Ae  wortd,  influenced  hf 
mind,  which  I  trust  you  would  do,  even  with-  the  best  religion,  and  from  an  improved  de- 
oat  my  taking  the  liber^  of  suggesting  it  to  scriptioo  of  that  best  religfon  ;  I  mean  tte 
you,  these  necessary  distinctions;  I  shall  revert  Chnstian  reformed  religion;  that  we  AoM 
to  the  period,  at  which  I  closed  yesterday—  have  done  honow  to  Europe,  to  letters,  tohnvi^ 
that  great  and  memorable  period,  whkAk  has  to  religion ;  done  honour  to  all  Ihe  cireom- 
remotely  given  occasion  to  the  trial  of  this  day.  stances,  of  which,  in  this  island,  we  boast  oor- 

My  lords,  to  obtain  empire  is  common :  to  selves,  at  the  great  and  critical  moment  of  that 

govern  it  weD  has  been  rare  indeed.    To  chas-  revolution. 

Use  the  guilt  of  thpse,  who  have  been  instru-  My  lords,  it  has  happened  otherwise.    It  Is 

ments  of  iniperial  sway  over  other  nations,  by  now  lefi  for  us  to  repair  our  former  eRoora. 

the  high  superintending  justice  of  the  sove-  Resuming  the  hist<ny  where  I  broke  off  ye»- 

reign  state,  has  not  many  striking  exan^les  terday  by  your  mdulgoice  to  my  wedmess.— 

among  any  people.     Hitherto  we   have  not  Snraj^  I>owIa  was  the  adopted  grandsan  of 

furnished  our  contingent   to  the   records  of  Ally  VerdyCawn,  a  cruel  and  ferocious  tyrant; 

honour.    We  have  been  oxilbunded  with  the  the  manner  of  whose  acquisition  of  power  I 

herd  of  conquerours.    Our  dominion  has  been  have  already  stated.    He  came  too  young  and 

a  vulgar  thing.    But  we  begin  to  emerge ;  and  imexperienced  to  that  throne  of  usurpation.    It 

I  hope,  that  a  severe  inspection  of  ourselves,  was  a  usurpation  yet  green  ia  the  coontry,  and 

a  purification  of  our  own  offences,  a  lustration  the  country  felt  uneasy  under  it.    It  had  not 

of  the  ex<Mrbitances  of  our  own   power  is  a  the  advantage  of  that  prescriptive  usage,  that  in- 

glory  reserved  to  this  time,  to  this  nation,  and  veterate  habit,  that  traditionary  opinion,  wfaidi 

to  this  august  tribunal.  a  long  continuance  of  any  system  of  govem- 

The  year  17^  is  a  memorable  era  in  the  raent  secures  to  it.    The  only  real  secnri^, 

hiftofy   of  the   world— it    introduced  a  new  which  Surajah  Dowla's  govemmmt  cocdd  pos- 

nation  firom  the  remotest  vei^e  of  the  western  sess,  was  the  security  of  an  army.    But  the 

world,  with  new  manners,  new  customs,  new  great  aim  of  this  prince,  and  his  predecessor, 

institutions,  qew  opinions)  new  laws,  into  the  was  to  supply  the  weakness  of  his  goremmait 

heut  of  Asia.  by  the  strength  of  his  purse ;  he  therefore  amas- 

My  lords,  if  in  that  part  of  Asia,  whose  sed  treasures  by  all  ways  and  on  att  hands, 

native  regular  government  was  then  broken  But,  as  the  Indian  princes,  in  genend,  are  as 

up ;  if,  at  the  moment  when  it  had  fallen  into  unwisely  tenacious  of  their  treasure,  as  they 

darkness  and  c(nifusion  from  having  become  the  are  rapacious  in  getting  it ;  the  more  money 

prey  and  almost  the  sport  of  the  ambition  of  he  amassed,  the  more  he  felt  the  effects  of 

its  homeborn  grandees  ;  if,  in  that  gloomy  sea-  poverty.    The  consequence  was,  that  dieir 

son,  a   star  had   risen   from  the   west,  that  armies  were  unpaid,  and  being  unpaid  or  irre- 

would  prognosticate  a  better  generation,  and  gularly  paid,  were  undisc^>Ilned,  disorderiyi 

wouU  shed  down  the  sweet  influences  of  order,  unfaithful.    In  this  situation,  a  young  prince^ 
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^yt^Ming  more  in  the  appearances,  than  ex-  has  sanctified  by  obscurity.    Time,  in  the 

^imiMng  into  the  reality  of  things,  undertook  origin  of  most  goremments,  has  thrown  this 

{fiora  notives,  whidi  the  House  of  Commons  mysterious  reil  orer  them  ;  prudence  and  dis- 

with  all  their  industry  to  discover  the  circum-  cretion  make  it  necessary  to  throw  something 

atances  have  found  it  difficult  to  make  out)  to  (^  the  same  drapery  over  more  recent  foon- 

attack  a  little  miserable  trading  f<Mrt,  that  we  dations ;  in  whidi  otherwise  the  fortune,  the 

had  erected  at  Calcutta.    He  succeeded  in  genius,  the  talents,  and  military  virtue  of  this 

that  attempt,  only  because  success  in  that  nation  never  shone  more  conspicuously.    But, 

attempt  was  easy.    A  dose  imprisonment  of  whatever  necessity  might  hide,  or  excuse,  or 

die  whole  settlement  fdlowed ;  not  owing,  I  palliate  in  the  acquisition  q£  power,  a  wise 

believe,  to  the  direct  will  of  the  prince,  but,  nation,  when  it  has  once  made  a  revolution 

what  will  always  happen  when  the  will  of  the  upon  its  own  principles,  and  for  its  own  ends, 

prince  is  but  too  much  the  law,  to  a  gross  abuse  rests  there.    The  first  step  to  empire  is  revolu- 

of  his  power  by  his  lowest  servants ;  by  which  tion,  by  which  power  is  conferred ;  the  next  is 

ISO  or  more  of  our  countrymen  perished  mise-  good  laws,  good  orders,  good  institutions,  to 

ffaUy  in  a  dungeon  by  a  fate  too  tragical  for  me  give  that  power  stability.    I  am  sorry  to  say, 

to  be  desirous  to  relate,  and  too  well  known  to  that  the  reverse  of  this  policy  was  the  principle^ 

atand  in  aeed  of  it.  on  which  the  gentlemen  in  India  acted.   It  was 

At  tW  time  that  this  event  happened,  there  such  as  tended  to  make  the  new  government 
was  at  the  same  time  a  concurrence  of  other  as  unstable  as  the  <dd.  By  the  vast  sums  of 
events,  which,  from  this  partial  and  momentary  money  acquired  by  individuals  upon  this  oc- 
weakness,  displayed  the  strength  of  Ghreat  casion,  by  the  immense  sudden  prodigies  of 
Britain  in  Asia.  For  some  years  before,  the  fortune,— it  was  discovered,  that  a  revnlutioD 
French  and  Elnglish  troops  began,  on  the  coast  in  Bengal  was  a  mine  much  more  easily  woik- 
ofCoromandel,  to  exhibit  the  power,  force,  and  ed,  and  infinitely  more  productive,  than  the 
tScacy  of  European  discipline.  As  we  daily  mines  of  Potosi  and  Mexico.  It  was  found, 
k>oked  for  a  war  with  France,  our  settlements  that  the  work  was  not  only  vcny  lucrative,  but 
on  that  eoast  were  in  some  degree  armed.  Lord  not  at  all  difficult.  Where  Clive  forded  a  deep 
Pigot,  then  govemoor  of  Madras^— Lord  Pigot,  water  upon  an  unknown  bottom,  he  left  a  bridco 
the  preserver,  and  the  victim  of  the  British  for  his  successours,  over  which  the  lame  could 
dominium  in  Asia,-— detadied  sudi  of  the  com-  hobble,  and  the  blind  might  grope  their  way. 
pany^  force  as  could  be  collected  and  spared,  There  was  not  at  that  time  a  knot  of  clerks  in 
and  such  of  his  majes^s  ships  as  wore  on  that  a  counting-house ;  there  was  not  a  captain  of  a 
station,  to  the  assistance  of  Calcutta.  And,  band  of  ragged  topasses,  that  looked  for  any 
to  hasten  this  history  to  its  conclusion, — the  thing  less  than  the  deposition  of  soubahs,  and 
daring  and  commanding  genius  of  Clive,—  the  sale  of  kingdoms.  Accordingly,  this  revo- 
the  patient  and  firm  ability  of  Watson, — the  lution,  which  ought  to  have  precluded  other 
treachery  of  Meer  Jaffier, — and  the  battle  of  revolutions,  unfortunately  became  firuitful  of 
I^assey,  gave  us  at  once  the  patronage  of  a  them ;  and  when  Lord  CUve  returned  to  Eu- 
kingdom,  and  the  command  of  all  its  treasures,  rope  to  enjoy  his  fame  and  fortune  in  his  own 
We  negotiated  with  Meer  Jaffier  fiM*  the  vice-  country,  there  arose  another  description  of  men, 
royal  throne  of  his  master.  On  that  throne  who  thought,  that  a  revolution  mi^t  be  made 
we  seated  him.  And  we  obtained,  on  our  part,  upon  his  revolution ;  and  as  lucratiye  to  them 
immense  sums  of  money.  We  obtained  s  million  as  his  was  to  the  first  projectors.  Scarcd|y 
sterling  for  Ae  company ;  upwards  of  a  million  was  Meer  Jaffier,  Lord  Clive's  nabob,  seated 
for  individuals :  in  the  whde,  a  sum  of  about  on  his  musnud,  than  they  immediately,  or  in  a 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  short  time,  {nrojected  another  revolution— a  re- 
pounds  for  various  purposes  fit>m  the  prince,  volution,  which  was  to  unsettle  all  the  former 
whom  we  had  set  up.  We  obtained  too  the  had  settled— a  revolution  to  make  way  for  new 
town  of  Calcutta,  more  oompletely  than  we  had  disturbances,  and  new  wars  ;  and  which  led  to 
before  possessed  it,  and  the  twenty-four  dis-  that  long  chain  of  peculation,  which  ever  since 
tricts  adjoining.  This  was  the  first  small  has  afflicted  and  oppressed  Bengal, 
seminal  principle  of  the  immense  territorial  Ifever  there  was  a  time,  when  Bengal  shouU 
acquisitions  we  have  since  made  in  India.  have  had  respite  from  intwnal  revolutions,  it 

Many  oircumstances  of  this  acquisition  I  was  this.     The  governour,  forced  upon  tb» 

pass  by.    There  is  a  sacred  veil  to  be  drawn  natives,  was  now  upon  the  throne.     All  the 

over  the  beginmngs  of  all  governments.    Ours,  great  lords  of  the  country,  both  G^entAs  and 

in  India,  hii  an  origin  lil^  those,  which  time  Mahometans,  were  uneasy,  discontented,  and 
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dkobedient ;  and  lome  abeolotely  in  anu,  and  manded  die  Kngiiah  fixeea  onder  lbs  |M» 

refiaing  to  recognize  the  {MiDce  we  had  set  op.  ment  of  Caleutta.    Mr.  Holwett  wai  k  ii 

An  unminent  inrasioo  of  the  Mahrattaa,  an  temporary  poweaaion  of  the  pfeakkuqf.  lb. 

actual  invasion  headed  by  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  Yanaittart  waa  hourly  expected  to  mniiwii 

tHe  revenues  on  account  of  the  late  Acxk  very  hkn.    Mr.  Warren  Hastily,  a  yoong  fcid^ 

ill  collected,  even  where  the  country  waa  in  man  about  twenty-eoTeo  ytmta  of  age,  wai» 

some  apparent  quiet,  an  hungry  treasury  at  tident  for  the  coaapany  at  the  dnbar,  oroNrti 

Calcutta,  an  empty  treasury  at  MoorslMda-  of  Meer  Jaffier,  oar  new   created  juttk  4 

bad,— every  thing  demanded  tranquillity,  and  Bengal,  allied  to  this  country  by  the  mmH^ 

with  it  order  and  (economy.    In  this  situation  iemn  treaties,  that  can  bind  aen ;  for  nUA 

it  was  resolved  to  make  a  new  and  entirely  treaties  be  had  paid,  and  waa  then  fKfWft 

mercenary  revolution  ;  and  to  set  up  to  sale  immenae  aoms   of   totoney.     Mr.    "Wmm 

the  government,  secured  to  its  present  posses  Hastings  was  the  pledge  hi  his  haiidi  for  te 

sour  by  every  tie  of  public  faith,  and  every  honour  of  the  British  nation,  and  their  iik% 

sacred  obligation,  which  could  bind  or  influence  to  their  engagemsttts. 

mankind.    This  second  revolution  forms  that  In  this  sitoation   Mr.   HolweU,  wfaon  te 

period  in  the  Bengal  history,  whidi  had  the  terrible  example  of  the  black  hole  at  Cahoit 

most  direct  influence  opon  all  the  subsequent  bad  not  cured  of  ambition,  thought  aahovav 

transactions.  It  introduces  some  of  the  persons,  not  to  be  kwt  in  accoBBpUahing  a  revQlMM% 

who  were  most  active  in  the  succeeding  scenes,  and  selling  the  reigniag  Babob. 

and  ({"om  that  time  to  this  has  given  its  tone  and  My  lords,  there  was  in  the  hooso  of  Mnt 

character  to  the  British  affairs  and  govern-  Jaffier,  in  his  court,  and  io  his  fiunily,aHB 

ment.    It  marks  and  specifles  the  origin  and  of  an  intriguing,  crafty,  subtle,  and  at  fhiiMii 

true  principles  of  all  the  abaaes,  which  Mr.  time  bold,  danng,  despeiate,  bloody  and  fo> 

Hastings  was  afterwards  appointed  to  correct,  rocioos  character,  catted  CoaaiBa  Alhr  Caaat 

and  which  the  Commons  charge,  diat  he  con-  He  was  the  son-in-law  of  Mieer  Jamer ;  aad 

tinned  and  aggravated— namely,  the  venal  de-  be  made  no  other  use  of  this  affinity,  than  to 

positions,  and  venal  eialtations  of  the  country  find  some  means  to  dethrone  aad  io  aanrder 

powers,— the  taking  of  bribes  and  corrupt  him.    This  was  the  peraon,  in  whose  school 

presents  fromall  parties  in  those  changes ;  the  of  politics  Mr.  Hastings  made  hb  firat  Ho- 

vitiating  and  maiming  the  company's  records ;  dies,  and  whoae  conduct  he  quotas  as  his  ea- 

the  suppression  of  public    correspondence ;  ample,  and  for  whoae  frienda,  agaats,  and  fo- 

corrupt  combinations  and  conspiracies ;  per-  vourites,  be  has  always  ahown  a  asaiked  pre- 

fidy  in    negotiation  established  into  princi-  dikction.    This  dangerous  OMn  was  aot  \tm^ 

pie ;— acts  of  the  most  atrocious  wickedness  without  finding  persons,  who  observed  his  ta- 

justified  upon  purity  of  intention ;  mock-trials  lents  with  adnuration,  and  who  thoi^  fit  Io 

and  collusive  acquittals  among  the  parties  in  employ  him. 

common  guilt,— end  in  the  end,  the  court  of  The  council  at  Cakaitta  was  divided  into 

directors  supporting  the  scandalous  breach  of  two  departments ;  one,  the  coimcil  in  geaenl, 

dieir  own  orders.    I  ahall  state  the  particulars  the  other,  a  select  omunittee,  which  they  had 

of  this  second  revolution  more  at  large.  arranged  for  the  better  carrying  oo  diear  po* 

Soon  after  the  revolution,  which  had  seated  litical  affairs.    Bat  the  select  r>nHr>mi^t«>i>  had 

Meer  Jaflier  on  the  vice-royal  throne,  the  spirit  no  power  of  acting  wholly  without  the  oouadl 
oftheM(^ulempirebegan, asitwere, toroake  'at  large,   at  least  finally  and  condnrivoljr. 

one  faint  struggle,  before  it  finally  expired.  The  select  committee    tlieug^    othannse. 

The  then  heir  to  that  throne,  escaping  from  Between  these  litigant  partiea  Ibr  power  I 

the  hands  of  those,  who  had  held  his  father  sball  not  determine  on  the  merits;  thuddngoC 

prisoner,  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  se-  nothing  but  the  use,  that  was  made  of  the 

veralchiefit,  collected  under  the  standard  of  his  power,  to    whomsoever  it  behmged.    This 

house,  and  appeared  in  force  on  the  frontiers  secret  committee  then,  without  oommunicatiDg 

of  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  upon  with  the  rost  of  the  council,  formed  the  pten 

both  whidi  he  made  some  impression.    This  for  a  second  revolution.    But  the  coneurreDce 

alarmed  the  new  powers,  the  nabob  Meer  of  Major  Calliaud,  yAio  commanded  the  Bri- 

Jafller,  and  the  presidency  of  Calcutta ;  and  as  tish  troops,  was  essential  to  the  purpose,  u 

in  a  common  cause,  and  by  the  terms  <^  their  it  could  not  be  acoompUshed  without  force, 

mutual  alliance,  they  took  the  fieki  against  him.  Mr.  Hasting's  assistance  was  necessary,  as  it 

The  nabob's  ddest  son,  and  heir-apparent,  oodd  not  be  accomplished  withoiit  treaclieiy. 

commanded  in  chief.     Major  Calliaud  com-  These  aro  the  parties  ooooenad  in  the  !»• 
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Ymded  revolution.  Mr.  Holwell,  who  coo-  because,  as  I  do  not  produce  any  part  of  this 
'■  iidered  himself  in  possession  aaly  of  tempo-  series  for  the  gratifioEUion  of  historical  curi- 
'  Wtj  powOT,  was  urged  to  precipitate  the  osity,  the  contexture  is  necessary  to  demon- 
>  Wsinoon ;  for,  if  Mr.  Vansittart  should  arrive  strate  to  your  lordships  the  spirit  of  our  Bengal 
^'-  Wlbre  his  plot  could  be  finally  put  into  execu-  politics,  and  the  necessity  of  some  other  sort 
- 1  lioB,  he  would  have  all  the  leading  advantages  of  judicial  inquires  than  those,  which  that  go- 
3  if  it,  and  Mr.  Holwell  would  be  considered  vemment  institute  for  themselves.  The  trans- 
Mi  Mly  as  a  secondary  instrument.  But  whilst  action  so  manifestly  marks  the  character  of 
m  Ifr.  Holwell,  who  originally  conceived  this  the  whole  proceeding,  that  I  hope  I  shall  not 
m  ybt,  urged  forward  the  execution  of  it,  in  order  be  blamed  for  suspending  for  a  moment  the 
u  wU  the  chief  share  of  the  pr(^ts  mi^t  fall  to  narrative  of  the  steps  taken  towards  the  revo- 
iim,  die  Major,  and  possibly  the  resident,  held  lution,  that  you  may  see  the  whole  of  this  epi- 
Itdc,  till  they  might  receive  the  sanction  of  the  sode  together ;  that  by  it  you  may  judge  of  tho 
yermaaent  govemour,  who  was  hourly  expected,  causes,  which  led  progressively  to  the  state,  in 
wbh  whom  one  of  them  was  connected,  and  which  the  company's  affairs  stood,  when  Mr. 
mho  was  to  carry  with  him  the  whole  weight  Hastings  was  sent  for  the  express  purpose  of 
of  die  authority  o£  this  kingdom.    This  dif-  reforming  it. 

ference  produced  discussions.      Hdwell  en-  The  business  I  am  going  to  enter  into  is 

deavDored  by  his  correspondence  to  stimulate  eomm(mly  known  by  the  name  of  the  story  of 

CalUaud  to  this  enterprise,  which,  without  the  three  seals :  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  ap- 

him,  could  not  be  undertaken  at  all.     But  pendix.  No.  10,  to  the  first  report  of  the  state 

Major  Calliaud  had  different  views.    He  con-  and  condition  of  the  East-India  Company, 

coired  inwardly,  as  he  tells  us  himself,  in  all  made  in  1773.    The  word  report,  my  loids,  is 

the  principles  of  this  intended  revolution,  in  sometimes  a  little  equivocal ;  and  may  sig- 

iStB  propriety  and  necessity  of  it.  He  only  wish-  nify  sometimes,  not  what  is  made  known,  but 

ad  delay.    But  he  gave  such  powerful,  solid,  what  remains  in  obscurity ;  the  detail  and  evi- 

aod  sattfiactory  reasons,  not  against  the  delay,  dence  of  many  facts,  referred  to  in  the  report, 

Irat  the  very  merits  of  the  design  itself,  expos-  being    usually  thrown   into    the    appendix, 

ing  the  injustice,  and  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  Many  people,  and  I  among  the  rest,  (I  take 

impossibility  of  mending  by  it  their  condition  shame  to  myself  for  it,)  may  not  have  fully  ex- 

in  any  respect,  as  must  have  damned  it  in  the  amined  that  appendix.    I  was  not  a  member 

mind  <^all  rational  men.    At  least  it  ought  to  of  either  of  the  India  committees  of  1773.    It 

have  damned  it  far  ever  in  his  own.    But  you  is  not,  indeed,  till  within  this  year,  that  I  have 

will  see,  that  Holwell  persevered  in  his  plan ;  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  memo 

and  that  Miyor  Calliaud  thought  two  things  rable  history  of  the  three  seals. 

necessary:  first,  not  wholly  to  destroy  the  The  history  is  this:  in  the  year  1760,  the 

adieme,  which  he  tells  us  he  always  approv-  allies  were  in  the  course  of  operations  against 

ed ;  but  to  postpone  the  execution ;  and,  in  the  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  now  the  present  Mogul, 

mean  time,  to  delude  the  nabob  by  the  most  who)  as  I  have  already  stated,  had  made  an 

strong,  direct,  and  sanguine    assurances    of  irruption  into  the  kingdom  of  Bahar,  in  order  to 

firienddiip  and  protecticm,  that  it  was  possible  reduce  the  lower  provinces  to  his  obedience. 

to  give  to  man.  The  parties  opposing  him  were  the  nabob  of 

Whilst  the  projected  revdution  stood  sus-  Bengal,  and  the  company's  troops  under  Major 

pended ;  whilst  Mr.  Holwell  urged  it  forward,  Calliaud.   It  was  whilst  they  faced  the  common 

and  Mr.  Vansittart  was  expected  every  day  enemy  as  one  body,  this  negotiation  for  the  de- 

to  give  it  effect ;  whilst  Major  Calliaud  with  struction  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal  by  his  fiuthfiil 

this  design  of  ruining  the  nabob  k)dged  in  his  allies  d  the  company  was  going  on  with  dili- 

fareast,  suspended  in  execution,  and  condemn-  gence.  At  that  time,  the  nabob's  son,  Meeran, 

ed  in  principle,  kept  the  &irest  face,  and  the  a  youth  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  bokl,  vigorous, 

most  confidential  interviews  with  that  unfortu-  active ;  full  of  the  politics,  in  which  Uiose,  who 

nate  prince  and  his  s(»i— as  the  operations  of  are  versed  in  usurpation,  are  never  wanting ; 

die  campaign  relaxed ,  the  army  drew  near  to  commanded  the  army  under  his  &ther ;  but 

Moorshedabad  the  capital — when  a  truly  ex-  was,  in  reality,  the   efficient  pers<»i  in  all 

traordinary  scene  happened,  such  I  am  sure  things.    About  the  fifteenth  of  April  1760,  aa 

the  English  annals  before  that  time  had  fur^  I  have  it  from  Major  CaUiaud's  letter  of  that 

nished  no  example  of,  nor  will  I  trustin  future,  date,  the  nabob  came  into  his  tent ;  and,  with 

I  shall  state  it  as  one  piece  firom  beginning  to  looks  of  the  utmost  embarrassment,  big  with 

end— reserving  the  events,  which  intervened;  some  design,  which  swelled  bis  bosomt  some* 
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thing,  that  was  too  large  and  burdensome  to     Ibrmuig  bim,  fliat  an  awuiaaee  in  diepriM^f 
oooMal,  and  yet  too  critical  to  be  told,  appear*     safety,  coold  not  be  given  by  him,  until  beU  |!| 
ed  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  distraction.    The     consulted  Mr.  Holwell,  who  was  govenov,  |^ 
Major,  seeing  him  in  this  condition,  kindly,     and  his  superiour.     This  oonrersation  puHd     "" 
gently,  like  a  fast  and  sure  friend,  employed     in  the  morning.    On  that   veiy  morning,  ail 
(to  use  his  own  expression)  stmie  of  those  asMtn-     whilst  the  transaction  was  hot,  Major  Gil' 

rtmotMf  that  tend  to  make  men  /«%  open  their  liaud  writes  to  Mr.  Holwdl  an  accoutt  of  it. 

heart* ;  and  accordingly,  fortified  by  his  assu-  In  his  letter  he  informs  hinii  that  he  nnAfi  n 
ranees,  and  willing  to  disburden  himself  of     inquiry,  without  stating  from  whom,  bat  dnC 

the  secret,  that  oppressed  him,  he  opens  his  he  did  inquire  the  prc^babiliQr  of  the  nabob's 

heart  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  new  getting  possession  of  the   prince  from  sobm 

friends,  allies,  and  protectors.    The  nabob,  persons,  who  assured  him,  that  there  wis  w 

thus  assured,  did  open  himself,  and  informed  probability  q£  the  prince's  intention  to  delirv 

Major  CaUiaud,  that  he  had  just  received  a  himself  to  the  nabob  on  any  terms.    Be  dot 

message  from  the  prince,  or  his  principal  mi-  as  it  may,  it  is  impossible  not  to  remark,  thit 

nister,  informing  him,  that  the  Prince  Royal,  the  whole  transaction  ofthe  morning  of  the  Ifidi 

now  the  Mogul,  had  an  intention(as  indeed  he  of  April  was  not  very  discouraging  to  the  nt- 

rationally  might,  supposing,  that  we  were  as  bob  ;  not  such  as  would  induce  him  to  coD' 

well  disposed  to  him  as  we  showed  ourselves  sider  this  most  detestable  of  all  projecti  as  a 

aflerwards)  to  surrender  himself  into  the  hands  thing  utterly  unfeasible,  and  aa  such  to  abut' 

of  him,  the   nabob ;  but  at  the  same  time  don  it    The  evening  came  on  without  any 

wished,  as  a  guarantee,  that  the  commander-  thing  to  alter  his  opinion.    Major  CaHtvid 

in-chief  of  the  English  forces  should  give  him  that  evening  came  to  the  nabobis  tent  to  ar- 

security  for  his  life  and  his  honour,  when  he  range  some  matters  relative  to  the  ap|»oa^ 

should  in  that  manner  surrender  himself  to  the  ing  campaign.    The  business  soon  enM  widi 

nabob.    I  do  not  mean,  my  lords,  by  surren-  regard  to  the  campaign  ;  but  the  proposal  of 

dering,  that  it  was  supposed  he  intended  to  the  morning  to  Major  Calliaud,  as  mij^t  be 

surrender  himself  prisoner  of  war  ;  but  as  a  expected  to  happen,  was  in  effect  renewed. 

sovereign,dubiousofthefidelityof  those  about  Indeed  the  form  was  a  little  different;  but 

him,  would  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  his  the  substantial  part  remained  the  same.    Tour 

faithful  subjects,  of  those,  who  claimed  to  de-  lordships  will  see  what  these  alterations  were, 
rive  all  their  power,  as  both  we  and  the  nabob        In  the  evening  scene  the  perscms  were  more 

did,  under  his  authori^.     The  nabob  stated  numerous.     On  the   part  of  the  company, 

to  the  English  general,  that,  without  this  Eng-  Major  Calliaud,  Mr.  Lushington,  Mr.  Knox, 

lish  securi^,  the  prince  would  not  deliver  and  the  ambassadour  at  the  nalwb's  court, 

himself  into  his  hands.    Here  he  confessed  he  Mr.  Warren  Hastings.    On  the  part  of  the 

found  a  difficulty.    Forthe  giving  this  fiiith,  if  Moorish  government,  the  nabob  himself,  his 

it  were  kept,  would  defeat  his  ultimate  view,  son  Meeran,  a  Persian  secretary,  and  the  na- 

which  was,  when  the  prince  had  delivered  bob's  head  spy,  an  officer  well  known  in  Uiat 

himself  into  his  hands,  in  plain  terms  to  mur-  part  of  the  wwld,  and  of  some  rank.    These 

der  him.    This  grand  act  could  not  be  accom-  were  the  persons  of  the  ^ama  in  the  evening 

plished  without  the  English  general.    In  the  scene.    The  nabob  and  his  son  did  not  wait 

first  place,  the  prince,  without  the  En^ish  se-  for  the  prince's  committing  himself  to  dieir 

curily,  would  not  deliver  himself  into  the  na^  faith,  which,  it  seems,  Major  CalUand  did  not 

bob's  hands;  and  afterwards,  without  the  Eng-  think  likely  to  happen:  sotkAtoneactoftreadi- 

lish  concurrence,  he  could  not  be  murdered,  ery  is  saved ;  but  another  op«tied  of  as  extra- 

These  were  difficulties,  that  pressed  upon  the  «duiary  a  nature.    Intmit  and  eager  on  the 

mind  of  the  nabob.  execution,  and  the  more  certain,  oif  their  de> 

The  English  commander  heard  this  asto-  sign,  they  acc^ted  the  plan  of  a  wicked  wretdi, 

nishing  proposition  without  any  apparent  emo-  principal  servant  of  the  then  prime  minister  to 

tion.    Being  a  man  habituated  to  great  affairs,  the  Mogul,  or  themselves  suggested  it  to  hhn. 

versed  in  revolutions,  and  with  a  mind  forti-  A  person  called  conery,  dewan  or  principal 

fied  against  extraordinary  events,  he  heard  it,  steward  to  Camgar  Khftn,  a  great  chief  in  tiie 

and  answered  it  without  riiowing  any  signs  service  (^  the  shfth  zadda  or  prinoo,  (now  lbs 

of  abhorrence  or  detestation ;  at  the  same  time  Great  Mogul,  the  sovereign,  under  whom  the 

with  a  protestation,  that  he  would  indeed  serve  company  holds  their  charter,)  had,  it  aeema, 

him,  the  nabob,  but  it  should  be  iip(Hi  such  made  a  proposal  to  the  nabob,  that,  if  a  ooosi- 

ashonourand  justice  could  aupport;  in-  derable  territory,  then  held  by  hia  master, 
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to  hkn,  and  a  reward  of  a  lack  of  ru-  in  effect,  to  the  parties  in  the  transaction. 

4pee8^t«aortweIvethousandpounds,  secured  to  Without  a  prosecutor,  without  an  impartial 

ffim,  he  would  for  that  consideration,  deliver  the  directs  of  the  inquiry,  they  left  it  substantially 

prince,  the  eldest  son  of  tlie  Mogul,  alive  into  to  those  persons  to  try  one  another  for  their 

the  hands  of  the  nabob ;  or,  if  that  could  not  be  common  acts.    Here  I  come  upon  the  princi- 

"     effected,  he  engaged  to  murder  him  for  the  pie,  which  I  wish  most  strongly  to  mark  to 

lune  reward.    But  as  the  assassin  could  not  your  lordships ;  I  mean  collusive  trials,  and 

**     rely  on  the  nabob  and  his  son  for  his  reward  collusive  acquittals.    When  this  matter  came 

*  for  this  meritorious  action,  and  thought  better  to  be  examined,  according  to  the  orden  of  the 
*"  of  English  honour  and  fidelity  in  such  delicate  court,  which  was  on  the  4th  of  October  1762, 
^    cases,  he  required,  that  Major  Calliaud  should  the  council  consisted  of  Peter  Maguire,  War- 

*  set  his  seal  to  the  agreement.  This  prpposir  ren  Hastings,  and  Hugh  Watts.  Mr.  Hastings 
°     66d  was  made  to  an  English  commander ;  had  by  this  time  accomplished  the  business  of 

what  discourse  happened  upon  it  as  uncertain^  tesident  with  the  nabob,  and  had  taken  his 

Mr.  Hastings  is  stated  by  some  evidence  to  seat,  to  which  his  seniority  entitled  him,  in 

''    have  acted  as  interpreter  in  this  mem(HtibIe  council.     Here  a  dijfficulty  arose  in  Unune. 

'      oongress.    But  Major  Cftlliaud  agreed  to  it  Mr.  Hastings  was  represented  to  have  acted 

vdthwit  any  difficuUy.     Accordingly  an  ii>>  as  interpreter  in  this  business ;  he  was  there- 

strument  was  drawn,  an  indenture  tripartite  fore  himself  an  object  of  the  inquisition ;  he 

prepared  by  the  Persian  secretary,  securing  to  was  doubtful  as  evidence;  he  was  disqualified 

the  par^  die  reward  of  this  infamous,  perfidi-  as  a  judge.    It  likewise  appeared,  that  there 

ous,  murderous  act    First,  the  nabob  put  his  might  be  some  objection  to  others,  whose  evi- 

ewn  seal  to  the  murder.    The'naboVs  son,  dence  was  wanting,  but  who  were  themselves 

Meeran,  affixed  ^  seal.    A  third  seal,  the  concerned  in  the  guilt.     Mr.  Lushington's 

nost  important  of  all,  was  yet  wanting.    A  evidence  would  be  useful,  but  there  were  two 

pause  ensued ;  Major  Calliaud^s  seal  was  not  circumstances  rather  unlucky.    First,  he  had 

at  hand;  but  Mr.  Lushington  was  sent  near  put  the  seal  to  the  instrument  of  murder ;  and 

half  a  mile  to  briqg  it.    It  was  brought  at  secondly,  and  what  was  most  material,  I)e 

length ;  and  the  instrument  of  blood  and  trea-  had  made  an  affidavit  at  Patna,  whilst  the 

thary  was  completely  executed.    Three  seals  aSair  was  green  and  recent,  that  he  had  done 

were  set  to  It,  so  ;  and  in  the  same  affidavit  had  deposed; 

This  business  of  the  three  seals,  by  some  that  Warren  Hastings  was  interpreter  in  that 

vneans  not  quite  fully  explained,  (as  suspeo-  transaction.     Here  were  difficulties  both  on 

ted  by  the  parties,)  by  means  of  the  informa-  him  and  Mr.  Hastings.    The  question  was, 

ti<m  of  Mr  Holwell,  who  soon  after  came  home,  how  to  get  Mr.  Hastings,  the  interpreter,  out 

was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  the  court  of  direo-  of  his  interpretation,  and  to  put  him  upon  the 

tors.    The  court  of  directors  wrote  out,  un-  seat  of  judgment.    It  was  effected,  however, 

der  date  of  the  7th  of  October  1761,  within  and  the  manner,  in  which  it  was  effected,  was 

a  little  more  than  a  year  afler  this  extraordi-  something  curious.    Mr.  Lushington,  who  by 

nary  transaction,  to  this  effect : — that,  in  con-  this  time  was  got  completely  over,  himself  tells 

junction  with  the  nabob,  ^ajor  Calliaud  had  you,  that  in  conferences  with  Major  Calliaud, 

signed  a  paper,  offering  a  reward  of  a  lack  of  and  by  arguments  and  reasons  by  him  deli- 

n^es,  or  some  such  sum,  to  several  black  vered,  he  was  persuaded  to  unsay  his  swearing, 

persons  for  the  assassination  of  the  sh^h  zadda,  and  to  declare,  that  he  believed,  that  the  affi- 

or  prince  heir  apparent ;  which  paper  was  o&  davit,  which  he  made  at   Patna,  and  while 

fered   to  the  then  chief  of  Patna,  to  sign ;  the  transaction  was  recent,  or  nearly  recent, 

but  which  he  refused  on  accountof  the  infamy  must  be  a  mistake ;  that  he  bdieved  (what  is 

of  the  measure.    As  it  appeared  in  the  same  amazing  indeed  for  any  belief)  that  not  Mr. 

light  to  them,  the  directors,  they  ordered  a  Hastings,  but  he  himself,  interpreted.     Mr. 

strict  inquiry  into  it.    The  India  company,  Lushington  completely  loses  his  own  memory, 

who  here  did  their  duty  with  apparent  manli-  and  he  accepts  an  (^ered,  a  given  memory,  a 

oess  and  vigour,  were  resolved,  however,  to  do  memory  supplied  to  him  by  a  party  in  the  tran- 

it  with  gentleness,  and  to  proceed  in  a  manner,  saction.  By  this  operation  all  difficulties  are 

that  could  not  produce  any  serious  mischief  to  removed;  Mr.  Hastings  is  at  once  put  into  the 

the   parties  charged ;  for  they  directed  the  capacity  of  a  judge.   He  is  declared  by  Mr. 

commission  of  inquiry  to  the  very  clan  and  set  Lushington  not  to  have  been  an  interpreter  in 

of  peo(Je,  vidio,  from  a  participation  in  their  the  transaction.     After  this,  Mr.  Hastings  19 

OonuDOQ  offences,  stood  in  awe  of  one  another ;  himsdf  examined.    Toar  lordships  will  look  at 
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the  traimctkn  at  your  leisure,  and  I  think  peared  to  him  good  enough  to  make  a  triti  of: 

yoa  win  comider  it  as  a  pattern  for  inquiries  hut  at  the  same  time  he  was  afraid  nothing 

of  this  kind.    Mr.  Hastings  is  examined:  he  would  come  of  it.    In  general,  the  whole  got 

does  not  recollect.    His  memory  also  fails  on  of  his  defence  comes  to  one  point,  in  vAadx  he 

a  business,  in  Which  it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  a  persists, — that,  whatever  the  act  mi^t  be,  his 

man  could  be  doubtfiil  whether  he  was  present  mind  is  dear — **  my  hands  are  guilty,  but  b^ 

or  not :  he  thinks  he  was  not  there ;  for  that,  heart  is  free."    He  conceived,  that  it  would 

if  he  had  been  there  and  acted  as  interpreter,  be  rery  improper,  undoubtedly,  to  do  such  as 

he  could  not  have  forgot  it.  act,  if  he  suspected  any  thing  could  happen 

I  think  it  is  pretty  nearly  as  I  state  it;  if  I  from  it;  he,  however,  let  the  thing  out  of  his 

have  fallen  into  any  errour  or  inaccuracy  it  is  own  hands;  he  put  it  into  the  hands  of  odMrs; 

easily  rectified ;  for  here  is  the  state  of  the  he  put  the  commission  into  the  hands  of  a 

transaction  given  by  the  parties  themselves,  muderer.    The  fact  was  not  denied'— it  wu 

On  this  inaccurate  memory  of  Mr.  Hastings,  fully  before  these  severe  judges.    The  exte- 

not  venturing,  however,  to  say  positively,  that  nuation  was  the  purity  of  his  heart,  and  the 

he  was  not  the  interpreto",  or  that  he  was  not  bad  situation  of  the  company's  afikire,  (the 

present,  he  is  discharged  fit>m  being  an  ao-  perpetual  plea,  whidi  your  lordships  will  hear 

complice;  he  is  removed  from  the  bar,  and  of  n>r  ever,  and  which  if  it  will  justify  evil  ac- 

leaps  upon  the  seat  of  justice.    The  court  tions,  they  will  take  good  care,  that  the  moit 

thus  completed.  Major  Calliaud  comes  man-  nefarious  of  their  deeds  shall  never  want  a  sot 

fuUy  forward  to  make  his  defence.    Mr.  Lush-  ficient  justification.)    But  then  he  calls  upoa 

ington  is  taken  ofi'his  back  in  the  manner  we  his  life  and  his  character  tooppose  to  his  seal; 

have  seen,  and  no  one  person  remains  but  and  though  he  has  declared,  that  Mr.  Holwdl 

Captain  IQiox.     Now,  if  Captain  Knox  was  had  intended  ill  to  the  nabob,  and  that  he  ap- 

there  and  assenting,  he  is  an  accomplice  too.  proved  of  those  measures,  and  only  poiiponed 

Captain  Knox  asserts,  that,  at  the  consultation  them,  yet  he  thought  it  necessary,  he  says, 

thoat  the  murder,  he  said,  it  was  a  pity  to  cut  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  nabob ;  axid  fixxn  tfiis 

off  so  fine  a  young  fellow  in  such  a  manner,  motive  he  did  an  act  abhonreilt  to  his  nature, 

meaning  that  fine  young  fellow  the  prince,  the  and  which,  he  says^  he  expressed  his  aUiorrenee 

descendant  of  Tamerlane,  the  present  reign-  of  the  morning  after  he  signed  it :  not  that  he 

ing  Mogul,  firom  whom  the  company  derive  did  so ;  but  if  he  had,  I  l^elieve  it  would  onljr 

their  present  charter.     The  purpose  to  be  have  made  the  thing  so  many  degrees  worse, 

served  by  this  declaration,  if  it  had  any  pur-  Tour  lordships  will  observe,  that  in  this  ooo- 

pose,  was,  that  Captain  Knox  did  not  assent  ference,  as  stated  by  himsdf,  these  reasons 

to  the  murder,  and  diat  therefore  his  evidence  and  apologies  for  it  did  not  appear,  nor  did 

might  be  valid.  they  appear  in  the  letter,  nor  any  where  else, 

The  defmce  set  up  by  Major  Calliaud  was  till  next  year  when  he  came  upon  his  trial 

to  this  effect.    He  was  apprehensive,  he  said.  Then  it  was  immediately  recollected,  that  Mr. 

that  the  nabob  was  alarmed  at  die  vident  de-  Holwell's  designs  were  so  wicked,  they  ce^ 

signs,  that  were  formed  against  him  by  Mr.  tainly  must  be  known  to  the  nabob,  though  he 

Holwell ;  and  that  therefore  to  quiet  his  mind  never  mentioned  them  in  the  conference  of  die 

(to  quiet  it  by  a  proposition  compounded  of  morning  or  the  evening  of  the  15th ;  yet  such 

murder  and  treason,  an  odd  kind  of  mind  he  was  now  die  weight  and  prevalence  of  them 

had,  that  was  to  be  quieted  1^  such  means !)  upon  the  Major*s  mind,  that  he  calls  upon  Bir. 

but  to  quiet  his  mind,  and  to  show,  that  the  Eng-  Hastings  to  know  whether  the  nabob  was  doC 

lish  were  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with  him,  to  informMi  of  these  designs  of  Mr.  HolweB 

sell  body  and  soul  to  him,  he  did  put  his  seal  to  agamst  him.  Mr.  Hastii^s  memory  was  not 

this  extraordinary  agreement,  he  put  his  seal  quite  correct  upon  the  occasicm.    He  does 

to  this  wonderful  paper.    He  likewise  stated,  not  recdlect  any  thing  of  the  matter.    He  cw- 

that  he  was  of  opinion  at  the  time,  that  nothing  tainly  seems  not  to  think,  that  he  ever  men- 

at  an  sinister  could  happen  firom  it,  that  no  tioned  it  to  the  nabob,  or  the  nabob  to  him; 
such  murder  was  likely  to  take  place,  whatever     but  he  does  recollect,  he  diinks,  speaking 

might  be  the  intention  of  the  pvties.    In  fact,  something  to  some  of  the  nabob's  attendants 

he  had  very  luckily  said,  in  a  letter  of  his  up<Hi  it,  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not 

written  a  day  after  the  setting  the  seal,  "I  On  this  state  of  things,  namely,  the  purity  of 
think  nothing  will  come  of  this  matter,  but  it  is  intention,  the  necessities  of  the  company,  the 
no  harm  to  try."  This  experimental  treachery,  propriety  of  keeping  the  nabob  in  perfect  good 
and  these  essays  of  conditional  murder,  ap-     humour  and  removing  suspicions  firom  Ui 
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mind,  ^idi  sof^cions  he  had  n«rar  ezpres-  The  great  end  and  purpose,  for  which  I  pro-' 

sed,  they  came  to  the  re90lutkiifj|phall  have  dace  this  to  your  lordshipe,  is  to  shew  you  the 

the  honoar  to  read  to  you:  "  tharthe  repre-  necessity  there  is  for  other  inquiries,  other 

■entation,  given  in  the  said  defence,  of  the  trials,  other  acquittals  of  parties  than  those 

state  of  die  affairs  of  the  country  at  that  time  made  by  a  collusive  clan  abroad,  or   by  the 

(that  is,  about  the  month  of  April  1700)  is  true  directors  at  home,  who  had  required  the  parties 

and  just,  [that  is,  the  bad  state  of  the  country,  to  inquire  of  themselves,  and  to  take  the  testi- 

wfaicfa^  we  shall  consider  hereafter ;]  that,  in  raony  of  the  judges  at  secondhand,  as  to  the 

such  circumstances,  the  nabob's  urgent  account  omscience  of  the  party  accused,  rejq>ectinff 

of  his  own  distresses,  the  colonefs  desire  of  acts,  whidi  neidier  they  nor  any  man  living 

Baking  him  easy,  [for  here  is  a  recapitulation  can  look  upon  but  with  horrour. 

of  the  whole  defence,]  as  the  first  thing  neces-  I  have  troubled  your  lordships  with  the  story 

Mury  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  the  sud-  of  the  three  seals,  as  a  specimen  of  the  then 

denness  of  the  thing  proposed,  might  deprive  state  of  the  service,  and  the  politics  of  the  ser- 

him  ibr  a  moment  of  his  recollection,  and  sur-  vants,  civil  and  military,  in  the  horrid  abuses, 

prise  him  into  a  measure,  which,  as  to  the  which  then  prevailed,  and  which  render  at 

measure  itself,  he  could  not  approve.     That  length  the  most  rigorous  reformation  necessny. 

such  only  were  the  motives,  which  did  or  could  I  close  this  episode  to  resume  the  proeeed- 

infiuence  Cobnel  Calliaud  tor  assent  to  the  ings  at  the  second  revolution.    This  affair  of 

proposal,  is  fully  evinced  by  the  deposition  of  the  three  seals  was,  we  have  seen,  to  quiet  the 

Captain  Knox  and  Mr.  Lushington,  that  his  fears  of  the  nabob.    His  fears  it  was,  indeed, 

{CalBatupM)  conadence,  at  the  ttm«,  never  re-  necessary  to  quiet ;  for  your  lordships  will  see, 

proaehed  km  toith  a  bad  deaigny  .  that  the  man,  whose  fears  were  to  be  set  asleep 

Your  lordships  have  heard  of  the  testimony  by  Major  Calliaud's  offering  him,  in  a  scheme 

of  a  person  to  his  own  conscience  ;  but  the  for  mimiering  his  sovereign,  an  odd  sort  of 

testimony  of  another  man  to  any  one's  con>  opiate,  made  up  of  blood  and  treason,  was  now 

8cience---this  is  the  first  time,  I  believe,  it  ever  in  a  fair  way  of  being  murdered  himself  by  the 

appeared  in  a  judicial  proceeding.  It  is  natural  machinations  of  him,  whose  seal  was  set  to  his 

to  say,  "  my  conscience  acquits  me  of  it ;"  but  murderous  security  of  peace,  and  by  those  his 

A^  declare,  that  *'  Ma  conscience  never  re-  accomplices,  Holwell  and  Hastings ;  at  least 

proadied  him  with  a  bad  design,  and  therefore,  they  resolved  to  put  him  in  a  situation,  in 

upon  the  whole,  they  are  satbfied,  that  his  which  his  murder  was  in  a  manner  inevitable, 

intention  was  good,  though  he  erred  in  the  as  you  will  see  in  the  sequel  of  the  transactions, 

measure."  Now  die  plan  proceeds.  The  parties  continu- 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  thing,  that  escaped  ed  in  the  camp ;  but  there  wbb  another  remora, 

me,  that  the  nabob,  who  was  one  of  the  parties  To  remove  a  nabob,  and  to  create  a  revoluticm, 

to  the  design,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry,  is  not  easy ;  houses  are  strong,  who  have  sons 

a  sort  <^  pris(xier  or  an  exile  at  Calcutta ;  that  grown  up  with  vigour  and  fitness  for  the  com- 

his  moonshee  was  there,  or  might  have  been  mand  of  armies.    They  are  not  easily  overw 

had ;  and  that  his  spy  was  likewise  there ;  and  turned  by  removing  the  principal,  unless  the 

chat  they,  though  parties  to  this  transaction,  secondary  is  got  rid  of:  and  if  this  rsmora  could 

were  never  called  to  account  for  it  in  any  sense  be  removed,  every  thing  was  going  on  in  a 

or  in  any  degree,  or  to  show  how  far  it  was  happy  way  in  the  business.    This  plan,  which 

neceaaary  to  quiet  the  nabob's  mind.  now  (that  is,  about  the  month  of  July)  began 

The  accomplices  by  acquitting  him  upon  to  get  into  great  ripeness  and  forwardness, 

testimony  to  his  conadence  did  their  busi-  Mr.  Holwell  urged  forward,  Mr.  Yansittart 

nobly.    But  the  good  court  of  directors,  being  hourly  expected. 

who  were  so  easily  satisfied,  so  ready  to  con-  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  going  to  state 

demn  at  the  first  propositicMi,  and  so  ready  a  thing,  thou^^  it  is  upon  the  records,  which 

afterwards  to  acquit,  put  the  last  finishing  hand  will  not  have  too  theatrical  an  appearance  for 

of  a  master  to  it.    For  the  accomplices  acquit  the  grave  state,  in  which  we  are.    But  here 

^im  of  evil  intentions,  and  excuse  his  act.  The  it  is— the  difficulty,  the  knot,  and  the  sohition, 

«ourt  of  directors  disapproving  indeed  the  mea-  as  recorded  by  the  parties  themselves.    It  was 

■ore,  but  receiving  the  testimony  of  his  con-  the  object  of  this  bold,  desperate,  designing 

«eieaoe  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  and  man,  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  who  aimed  at  every 

taking  up  the  whole  ground,  honourably  acquit  thing,  and  who  scrupled  not  to  do  any  thmg 

him^  and  commend  this  action  as  an  instance  in  attaining  what  he  aimed  at,  to  be  i^tpouifr- 

of  heroic  zeal  in  their  service.  ed  the  lieutenant  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  ABy,  and 
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that  to  get  poMewkn  of  his  office  during  hit  Ally  Cawn  in  the  businets,  and  to   Mine 

lifetime  under  that  name,  with  a  design  of  Englishmen  who  were  concerned, 

murdering  him ;  for  that  office,  according  to  The  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  Meeran  be* 

many  usages  of  that  country,  totally  super-  ing  thus  removed,  Mr.  Vansittart  comes  upoo 

sedes  the  authority  of  the  first  magistrate,  the  scene.    I  verily  believe  he  was  a  man  of 

renders  him  a  cypher  in  his  hand,  gives  the  good  intentions,  and  rather  debauched  by  that 

administration  of  his  affairs  and  command  of  amazing  flood  of  iniquity,  which  prevailed  at 

his  troops  to  the  lieutenant.    It  was  a  part  that  time,  or  hurried  and  carried  away  with 

of  his  plan,  that  he  was,  after  his  appoint-  it    In  a  few  days  he  sent  for  Major  Calliaiid. 

meat  to  the  lieutenancy,  to  be  named  to  the  All  his  objections  vanish  in  an  imimt;  like 

succession  of  the  nabob,  who  had  several  other  that  flash  of  lightning,  every  thing  is  imtaU.^ 

children ;  but  the  eldest  son  stood  in  the  way.  The  Major  agrees  to  peribrm  his  part.    They 

But  as  things  hastened  to  a  crisis,  this  dif>  send  for  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  and  Mr.  Haetingi, 
ficulty  was  removed  in  the  most  extraordinary  they  open  a  treaty  and  conclude  it  with  him, 
and  providential  unheard  of  manner,  by  the  leaving  the  management  of  it  to  two  persons, 
most  extraordinary  event,  that,  I  believe,  is  Mr.  Holwell  and  another  person,  whom  we  have 
recorded  in  history.    Just  in  the  nick  of  time,  heard  of,  an  Armenian,  called  Cqja  Petniee, 
in  the  moment  of  projection,  on  the  Sd  of  July,  who  afterwards  played  his  part  in  aoodier 
this  prince  Meeran,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  illustrious  scene.    By  this  Petruse  and  Mr. 
bold,  active,  enterprising,  lying  asleep  in  his  Holwell  the  matter  is  settled.    The  moment 
tent,  is  suddenly,  without  any  one's  knowing  Mr.  Holwell  is  raised   to  be  a  secretary  of 
it,  without  any  alarm  or  menace  in  the  heavens,  state,  the  revolution  is  accomplished.    By  it 
that  ever  was  heard  of  or  mentioned,  without  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  is  to  have  the  lieutaumcy 
any  one  whatever  being  hurt  or  even  alarmed  at  present,  and  the  succeasion.     Every  thing 
in  the  camp,  killed  with  a  flash  of  lightning,  is  put  into  his  hands,  and  he  is  to  make  for  it 
My  lords,  thus'  was  the  Gordian   knot  cut  large  concessions,  which  you  will  hear  c^ 
This  fHinco  dies  of  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  afterwards,  to  the  company.    Cossim  Ally 
Mr.  Lushington  (of  whom  you  have  beard)  Cawn  proposed  to  Mr.  Holwell,  what  would 
comes  in  the  morning  with  his  hair  standing  have  been  no  bad  supplement  to  the  flash  of 
erect,  comes  frightened  into  the  presence  of  lightning,  the  murder  of  the  Aabob ;  but  Mr. 
Major  Calliaud,  and,  with  the  utmost  alarm,  Hdwell  was  a  man  of  too  much  honour  and 
tellshimof  a  circumstance,  that  was  afterwards  conscience  to  suflfer  that.    He  instantly  flew 
to  give  them  so  much  pleasure.    The  alarm  out  at  it,  and  declared  the  whole  busineee 
was  immediately  communicated  to  the  Major,  should  stop,  unless  the  affair  of  the  murder 
who  was  seized  with  a  fright ;  and  fearing  lest  was  given  up.    Accordingly,  things  wore  eo 
the  army  should  mutiny  upon  the  death  of  settled.    But,  ifhegavetibe  nabob  over  to  an 
their  chief,  it  was  contrived  in  a  manner,  that  intending  murderer,  and  delivered  his  perMS, 
I  believe  was  most  difficult  to  contrive,  that  treasure,  and  every  thing  into  his  hands,  Coe- 
y^haX  might  have  excited  a  general  mutiny  sim  Ally  Cawn  might  hare  had  no  great  ret- 
was  concealed  by  the  ability,  the  good  conduct,  son  to  complain  of  being  left  to  the  execatioB 
and  dexterity  of  Major  Calliaud  for  seven  days  of  his  own  prefects  in  his  own  way.    The  trea^ 
together,  till  he  led  the  army  out  of  the  place  of  ty  was  made,  and  amounted  to  this,  that  the 
danger.    Thus  a  judgment  fell  upon  one  of  the  company  was  to  receive  three  great  provineee ; 
(innocent)  murderers  in  the  scene  of  the  three  for  here,  as  we  proceed,  you  will  have  an  op- 
seals.    This  man,  who  was  probably  guilty  in  portunity  of  observing,  with  the  pi  ogress  ef 
his  conscience  as  well  as  in  act,  thus  fell  by  these  plots,  one  thing,  whidi  baa  conrtaa^ 
that  most  lucky,  providential,  and  most  useful  and  uniformly  pervaded  the  whole  of  these  pro- 
BtjAk  of  lightning.  jects,  and  which  the  persons  ooncemed  in  them 

There  were  at  that  time,  it  seems.  In  Cal-  have  avowed  as  a  principle  of  their  actioot— 

cutta  a  wicked  sceptical  set  of  people,  vrho  that  they  were  first  to  take  care  of  the  con^ 

■omehow  or  other  believed,  that  human  agency  pany's  interest,  then  of  their  own ;  that  is,  firtt 

was  concerned  in  this  electric  flash,  which  secure  to  the  company  an  enomooiis  bribe,  and 

came  so  very  opportunely,  and  which  was  a  under  the  shadow  of  that  bribe  to  take  a&  the 

&Toar  so  thankfully  acknowledged.     These  little  emoluments  they  coukl  to  themsehes. 

wicked,  ill-natured  sceptics  disseminated  re-  Three  great  rich  southern  provinces,  raaritine) 

ports  (whioh  I  am  sure  I  do  not  mean  to  or  ne^y  maritime,  Burdwan,  MidnaporSi 

charge  or  prove,  leaving  the  effect  of  them  to  and  Chittagong,  were  to  be  disseverad  froa 

jmi)  my  dishoiMXirabley  I  believe,  to  Cossim  the  soabah  and  to  be  ceded  to  tba  eonpaajSi 
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Ther»  were  other  minor  stipulatioiii,  which  it  This  prince,  CoeBim  AUy  Cawn,  the  iriend 

is  not  neceesaryat  preeent  totroable  you  with,  of  Mr.  Hastings,  knew,  that  those,  who  ooaU 

sij^ned,  sealed,  and  executed  at  Calcutta  be-  give,  could   take  away,  dominion.    He  had 

tween  these  parties  with  the  greatest  possible  scarcely  got  upon  the  throne,  procured  for  him 

■secrecy.    The  lieutenancy  and  the  succession  by  our  public  spirit  and  his  own   iniquities, 

were  secured  to  Cossim  Ally,  and  he  was  than  he  began  directly  and  instantly  to  fortify 

likewise  to  give  somewhere  about  the  sum  of  himself  and  to  bend  all  his  politics  against 

ie.900,000  to  the  gentlemen,  who  were  con-  those,  who  were  or  could  be  the  donors  of  such 

cemed,  as  a  reward  for  serving  him  so  efieo-  &tal  gifls.    He  began  with  the  natives,  who 

tually,  and  for  serving  their  country  so  well,  were  in  theu'  interest,  and  cruelly  put  to  death. 

Accordingly,  these  stipulations,  actual  or  un-  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  clan, 

derstood  (for  they  were  eventually  carried  into  all  those,  who  by  their  monied  wealth,  or 

eflfect)  being  settled,  a  commission  of  delegation  landed  consideration,  could  give  any  effect  to 

consisting  chiefly  of  Mr.  Yansittart  and  Majcnr  their  dispositions  in  favour  d*  those  amUtious 

Calliaud,  was  sent  up  to  Moorshedabad ;  the  strangers.    He  removed  from  Moorshedabad 

new  govemour  taking  this  opportunity  of  pay-  higher  up  into  the  country,  to  Monghir,  in 

ing  the  usual  visit  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  and  order  to  be  more  out  of  our  view.    He  kept 

in  a  manner,  which  a  new  govemour  coming  his  word  pretty  well,  but  not  altogether  &ith- 

into  pkice  would  do,  with  the  detail  of  which  it  fiilly,  with  the  gentlemen ;  and  though  he  had 

is  not  necessary  to  trouble  you.   Mr.  Hastings  no  money,  for  his  treasury  was  empty,  he  gave 

was  at  this  time  at  the  durbar  ;  and  having  obligations,  which  are  known  by  the  name  of 

every  thing  prepared,  and  the  ground  smooth-  Jeeps — (the  Indian  vocabulary  will  by  degrees 

ed,  they  first  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  beoMne  fiuniliar  to  your  lordships,  as  vre  deve- 

nalwb  to  deliver  over  the  power  negotiated  (or  lope  the  modes  and  customs  of  the  country.) 

into  the  hands  of  their  friend  Cossim  Ally  Aa  soon  as  he  had  done  this,  he  began  to  rack 

Cawn.    But  when  tho  old  man,  frightened  out  and  tear  the  provinces,  that  were  left  to  him, 

of  his  wits,  asked,  "  What  is  it  he  has  bid  for  to  get  as  much  from  them  as  should  compensate 

me  T*  and  added,  *'  I  will  give  half  as  much  him  for  the  revenues  of  those  great  provinces 

again  to  save  myself;  pray  let  me  know  what  he  had  lost ;  and  accordingly  he  began  a  scene 

my  price  is ;"  he  entreated  in  vain.    They  of  extortion,  horrible,  nefarious,  without  pre- 

were  true,  firm,  and  faithful  to  their  word  and  cedent  or  example,  upon  almost  all  tiie  landed 

their  engagement.  When  he  saw  they  were  r&*  interest  of  that  country.    I  mention  this,  be- 

solved,  that  he  should  be  delivered  into  the  cause  he  is  one  of  those  persons,  whose  govem- 

hands  of  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  he  at  once  sur-  ments  Mr.  Hastings,  in  a  paper,  called  his 

renders  the  whole  to  him.    They  instantly  defence,  deliveriod  in  to  the  House  of  Conunons, 

grasp  it     He  throws  himself  into  a  boat,  has  produced  as  precedents  and  examples, 

and  win  not  remain  at  home  an  hour,  but  bur-  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  follow,  and  vi^ich 

ries  down  to  Calcutta  to  leave  his  blood  at  our  he  thought  wouki  justify  him  in  the  conduct 

door,  if  weshouklhavoamindtotakeit  But  he  has  pursued.    This  Cossim  Ally  Cawn, 

die  life  of  the  nabob  was  too  great  a  stake,  after  he  had  acted  the  tyrant  on  the  landed 

partly  as  a  security  for  the  good  behaviour  of  interest,  fell  upon  the  monied  interest.    In 

Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  and  still  more  for  the  fli-  that  country  there  was  a  person  called  Juggut 

tore  use,  that  might  be  made  of  him,  to  be  Seit    There  were  several  of  the  &mily,  who 

thrown  away,  or  left  in  the  haiKis  of  a  man,  were  bankers  to sudi  a  magnitude  as  was  never 

who  wouM  certainly  murder  him,  and  who  was  heard  of  in  the  workL    Receivers  of  tho  public 

very  angry  at  being  refused  the  murder  of  his  revenue,  their  correspondence   extended   all 

fiuher-in-law.    The  price  of  this  second  re-  over  Asia ;  and  there  are  those,  who  are  of 

^ution  was,  according  to  their  shares  in  it,  opinion,  that  the  house  of  Juggut  Seit,  indu- 

(I  believe  I  have  it  here,)  somewhere  about  ding  all  its  branches,  was  not  worth  less  than 

iE .200,000.  This  littleefitision  to  private  into-  six  or  seven  millions  sterling.    This  house 

rest  settled  the  matter,  and  here  ended  the  se-  became  the  prey  of  Cossim  Ally  Cawn ;  but 

eond  revdution  in  the  country ;  efl^ted  indeed  Mr.  Hoi  well  had  predicted,  that  it  thoidd  bt 

without  bloodshed,  but  with  infinite  treachery,  delivered  over  to  Satan  to  be  b%ffHed,  (his  own 

with  ii^ite  raisdiief,  consequent  to  the  die-  pious  expression.)    He  predicted  the  misfbi^ 

nemberment  (^  the  country,  and  which  had  tunes,  that  shouki  befal  them;  and  we  chose  a 

neariy  become  fatal  to  our  concerns  there,  Satan  to  boffet  them,  and  who  did  ao  buffet 

lice  every  thing  else  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  them  by  the  marder  of  the  principal  persons  of 

IhhI  any  shara.  the  house,  and  by  robbing  thsm  of  gnat  i 
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of  iheir  wealth,  that  I  beliere  such  a  scene  of  peared  eveiy  where ;  they  aold  at  their  own 

nefarioia  tyranny, destroying  and cuttingup  the  prices,  androrced  the  people  to  sell  to  them  at 

root  of  public  credit  in  that  country,  was  scarce  their  own  prices  also.    It  appeared  more  like 

ever  known.    In  the  mean  time  Cossim  was  an  army  going  to  pillage  the  people,  under 

extending  his   tyranny  over  all,  who  were  pretence  of  commerce,  than  any  thing  dee. 

obnoxious  to  him ;  and  the  persons  he  first  In  vain  the  people  claimed  the  protection  of 

■ought  were  those   traitors,  who  had  been  their  own  country  courts.    This  Englirii  annj 

friends  to  the  English.    Several  of  the  prin-  of  traders,  in  their  mardb,  ravaged  worse  tfaao 

dpal  of  these  he  murdered.     There  was  in  a  Tartarian  conqueror.    The  trade  thej  cer- 

the  province  of  Bahar  a  man  named  Rar*  ried  on,  and  which  more  resembled  robberj 

marain;  he   had  got  the  most   positive  as-  than  commerce,  anticqiated  the  resources  (k 

■urances  of  English  faith ;  but  Mr.  Macguire,  the  tyrant,  and  threatened  to  leave  him  no 

a  member  of  the  council,  on  the  receipt  of  materials  for  imposition  or  confiscation.  Tim 

5fi00  gold  mohors,  or  something  more  than  this  miserable  country  was  torn  to  i»eces  by 

£.8,000  rterling,  delivered  him  up  to  be  first  the  horrible  rapaciousness  of  a  doid>le  tyranny, 

imprisoned,  then  tortured,  then  robbed  in  con-  This  appeared  to  be  so  strong  a  case,  thai  a 

sequence  of  the  torture,  and  finally  murdered  deputation  was  sent  to  him  at  his  new  capital 

by  Cossim  Ally  Cawn.    In  this  way  Cossim  Monghir,  to  form  a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of 

Ally  Cawn  acted,  while  our  government  looked  giving  sixne  relief  against  this  cruel,  cmsed, 

on.    I  hanHy  (^loose  to  mention  to  you  the  and  oppressive  trade,  which  was  vrorse  even 

fate  of  a  certain  native  in  consequence  of  a  than  the  tyranny  of  the  sovereign.    This  trade 

dispute  with   Mr.   Mott,  a  fiiend   of  Mr.  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  president  about  this  time^ 

Hastings,  which  is  in  the  company's  records —  that  is  in  1763,  who  succeeded  to  Mr.  HolweD, 

records,  which  are  ahnost  buried  by  their  own  and  was  in  close  union  of  interests  widi  the 

magnitude  from  the  knowledge  of  this  country,  tynnt  Cossim  AUy  Cawn,  by  a  treaty  kaovm 

In  a  contest  with  this  native  for   his  house  by  the  name  of  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  agned 

and  property,  some  scuffle  having  happened  very  much  to  suppress  and  to  confine  within 

between  the  parties,  the  one  attemptmg  to  something   like  reasonable  bounds.      There 

seize  and  the  other  to  defend,  the  latter  made  never  was  a  doubt  on  the  face  of  that  treaty, 

a  complaint  to  the  nabob,  who  was  in  an  entire  that  it  was  a  just,  prq>er,  fiur  transaction, 

subjection  at  that  time  to  the  English ;  and  But  as  nobody  in  Bengal  did  then  believe,  that 

who  ordered  this  unfortunate  man,  (»  account  rapine  was  ever  forebMrn,  but  in  favour  of  1»> 

of  this  very  scuffle  arising  firom  defending  his  bery,  the  persons,  who  lost  every  advantage 

property,  to  be  blown  off  from  the  mouth  of  a  by  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  when  they  thought 

cannon.    In  shwt,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  your  they  saw  corrupt  negotiation  carrying  away 

lordships  of  all  th9  nefarious  transactions  of  the  prizes  of  unlawful  conunerce,  and  woe 

this  man,  whom  the  intrigues  of  Mr.  HoIweH  likely  to  see  their  trade  crippled  by  Gosmn 

and  Mr.  Hastings  had  set  upon  the  thnxie  of  Ally  Cawn,  fell  into  a  most  vident  finy  at 

Bengal.    But  there  is  a  circumstance  in  this  this  treaty ;  and  as  the  treaty  was  made  witb- 

business,  that  comes  across  here,  and  will  tend  out  the  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  the  ooundi, 

to  show  another  grievance,  that  vexed  that  coun-  the  company's  servants  grew  divided,  one  part 

try,  which  vexed  it  long,  and  is  one  of  the  causes  were  the  advocates  of  the  treaty,  the  odier  of 

of  its  chief  disasters,  and  which,  I  fear,  is  not  the   trade.      The  hitter  were  universally  of 

80  perfectly  extirpated  but  that  some  part  of  its  opinion,  that  the  treaty  was  bought  for  a  great 

roots  may  remain  in  the  ground  at  this  moment,  sum  of  money.    The  evidence  we  have  on 

Commerce,  which    enriches    every  other  our  records  of  the  sums  of  money,  diat  aie 

country  in  the  worM,  was  bringing  Bengal  to  stated  to  have  been  paid  on  this  occaskm,  has 

total  ruin.     The  company,  in  ftnrner  times,  never  been  investigated  to  the  bottom.   Bat 

when  it  had  no  sovereignty  or  power  in  the  we  have  it   on  record,  that   a   great  son 

country,  had  large  privileges  under  their  dus-  (^.70,000)  was  paid  to  perscms  concerned  in 

tuck  or  permit ;    their  goods  passed  without  that  negotiation.    The  rest  wore  exMedingi|f 

paying  duties  through  the  country.    The  ser-  wroth  to  see  themselves  not  prt^ting  by  the 

vants  of  the  company  made  use  of  this  dustuck  negotiaticm,  and  losing  the  trade,  <»>  likdy  to 

for  their  own  private  trade,  which,  while  it  be  excluded  from  it;  and  they  were  the  man 

was  used  with  moderation,  the  native  govern-  so,  because,  as  we  have  it  upon  our  joomali, 

ment  winked  at  in  some  degree ;  but,  when  it  during  all  that  time  the  trade  of  the  negotlalois 

got  wholly  into  private  hands,  it  was  more  was  not  proscribed,  but  a  perwannah  was  k 

like  robbery  than  trade.    These  traders  ap-  sued  by  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  that  tht 
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his  friends,  Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Hastings,  sim  Ally  Cawn  had  ceded,  as  it  wm^  tfaonght, 
riKMiId  not  be  subject  to  the  general  regulations,  rather  in  the  way  of  mortgage  than  any  thing 
This  filled  the  whole  settlement  with  ill  blood ;  else.  Thai,  under  the  name  of  compeiHation 
but  iir  die  regulation  itself  (I  put  the  motive  for  sufferings  to  the  pe(^le  amcerned  in  the 
and  tiie  secret  history  out  of  the  case)  im-  trade,  and  in  the  name  of  donation  to  anam^ 
doubtedly  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Vansittart  and  a  navy,  which  had  little  to  do  in  this  affair, 
were  on  the  right  side.  They  had  shown  to  they  tax  him,  what  sum  do  you  think  ?  They 
a  deraonstratirai  the  mischief  of  this  trade,  tax  that  empty  and  undone  treasury  of  that  mi- 
However,  as  the  other  party  was  strong,  and  serable  and  undone  country,  £.6W,000  for  a 
did  not  readily  let  go  their  hold  of  this  great  private  emolument  to  themselves ;  for  the  com- 
advantage,  first,  dissentions,  murmurs,  various  penstaion  for  this  iniquitious  trade ;  for  the  com* 
kinds  of  complaints  and  ill  blood  arose.  Cos-  pensatiou  for  abuses,  of  which  he  was  nnther 
sim  Ally  was  driven  to  the  wall ;  and,  having  the  author  nor  the  abettoc ;  they  tax  this  mi- 
at  &e  same  time  maoe  what  he  thought  good  HWrabli^  prince,  £.500,000.  That  sum  was  given, 
preparations,  a  war  broke  out  at  last.  And  to  individuals.  Now  comes  the  company  at 
how  did  it  break  out  ?  This  Cossim  Ally  home,  which,  on  hearing  this  news,  was  all  in- 
Oawn  signalized  his  first  acts  of  hostility  by  iBamed.  The  directors  were  on  fire.  They 
an  atrocity  committed  against  the  faith  of  were  shocked  at  it,  and  particulariy  at  this 
1reaties,again8ttherulesof  war,  against  every  donation  to  the  army  and  navy.  They  re- 
principle  df  honour.  This  intended  murderer  solved  they  would  give  it  no  counteiuince  and 
of  his  fafter-in-law,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  suppcnrt.  In  the  mean  time  the  gentlemen  did 
assisted  to  raise  to  the  thrcMie  of  Bengal,  well  not  trouble  their  heads  upon  that  subject,  but 
knowing  his  character  and  his  disposition,  and  meant  to  exact  and  get  their  £.500,000  as  they 
well  knowing  what  such  a  man  was  capable  could. 

of  doing,  this  man  massacred  the  Engli^  Here  was  a  third  revolution  bought  at  this 
wherever  he  met  them.    There  were  two  hun-  amazing  sum,  and  this  poor  miserable  prince 
dred  or  thereabouts  of  the  company's  servants,  first  dragged  from  Moorshedabad  to  Calcutta, 
or  their  dependants,  slaughtered  at  Patna  with  then  dragged  back  fi^m  Calcutta  to  Moor- 
every  circumstance  of  ^e  most  abominable  shedabad,  the  sport  of  fortune,  and  the  play- 
cruelty.    Their  limbs  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  thing  of  avarice.    This  poor  man  is  again  set 
tyrant,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  set  up,  cut  and  up,  but  is  left  with  no  authority  ;  his  troops 
'  backed  the  limbs  of  British  subjects  in  the  limited,  his  person — every  thing  about  him  in 
most  cruel  and  perfidious  manner ;  threw  them  a  manner  subjugated,  a  British  resident  the 
Into  ^ells,  and  polluted  the  waters  of  the  coun-  master  of  his  court :  he  is  set  up  as  a  pageant 
try  with  British  blood.    Immediately  war  is  on  this  throne,  with  no  other  authority  but 
declared  against  him  in  form.    That  war  sets  what  would  be  sufficient  to  give  a  ootmte- 
the  whole  country  in  a  blaze ;  and  then  other  nance  to  presents,  gifts,  and  donations.    That 
parties  begin  to  appear  upon  the  scene,  whose  authori^  was  always  left,  when  all  the  rest 
transactions  you  will  find  yourselves  deeply  was  taken  away.    One  would  have  thought, 
concerned  in  hereafter.  that  this  revolution  might  have  satisfied  tlMse 
As  soon  as  war  was  declared  against  Cossim,  gentlemen,  and  that  the  money  gained  by  it 
ft  was  necessary  to  resolve  to  put  up  another  would  have  been  sufficient.     No.    The  par- 
nabob,  and  to  have  another  revolution  ;  and  tisans  of  Cossim  Ally  wanted  another  revolu- 
wfaere  do  they  resort  but  to  the  man,  whom,  tion.    The  partisans  of  the  other  side  wished 
t&e  his  alleged  tyranny,  for  his  incapacity,  for  to  have  something  more  done  in  the  present, 
tfie  nomberiess  iniquities  he  was  said  to  have  They  now  began  to  think,  that  to  depese 
■  committed,  and  for  his  total  unfitness  and  dis-  Cossim  instantly,  and  to  sell  him  to  anomer, 
inclination  to  all  the  duties  of  government,  was  too  much  at  one  time  ;  especially  as 
they  had  dethroned.    This  very  man  they  take  Cossim  Ally  was  a  man  of  vigour  and  reso- 
np  again  to  place  on  the  throne,  trom  which  lution,  carrying  on  a  fierce  war  against  them. 
they  had  about  two  years  before  removed  him,  But  what  do  you  think  they  did  ?    They  be* 
and  for  the  effecting  of  which  they  had  com-  gan  to  see,  fit)m  the  example  of  Cossim  Ally, 
mitted  so  many  iniquities.    Even  this  revolu-  Uiat  the  lieutenancy,  the  ministry  of  the  king, 
tion  was  not  made  without  being  paid  for.  was  a  good  thing  to  be  sold,  and  the  sale  of 
"According  to  the  usual  order  of  procession,  in  that  might  tura  out  as  good  a  thing  as  the 
wliicfa  the  youngrat  walk  first— First  comes  sale  of  the  prince.      For  this  (^ioe  there 
the  company ;  and  the  company  had  secured  were  two  rival  candidates,  penKms  of  great 
to  it  in  perpetuity  those  provinces  which  Cos-  consideraticm  in  Bengal  ;  one,  a  principal 
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Bfabomedu  ctUed  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  a  money,  bat  did  him  no  ■enrioe  in  return: 

man  of  high  authority, — great  piety  in  his  own  others,  more  oonscientioos,  refiieed  to  reoeifi 

r^U^ioD,— great  learning  in  the  law,— of  the  it :  and  in  this  battle  of  bribes  he  was  Tantjaialh 

Tory  first  class  of  M ahomedan  nobility :  bat  ed.    A  deputation  was  sent  fixxn  Gakiittt  to 

at  the  same  time,  on  all  these  accounts,  he  the  miserable  nabob,  to  tear  Nundcomar,  hii 

was  abhorred  and  dreaded  by  the  nabob,  who  only  support,  fi'om  his  side ;  and  to  put  die  ob- 

necessarily  feared,  that  a  man  of  Mahomed  ject  of  aD  his  terrours,  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn, 

Reza  Cawn's  description  would  be  considered  in  his  place. 

as  better  entitled  and  fitter  for  his  seat,  as  Thus  began  a  new  division,    that  split 

nabob  of  the  provinces.  the  presidency  into  violent  factions ;  but  die 

To  balance  him,  there  was  another  man,  faction,  which  adhered   to  Nundcomar,  was 

known  by   the  name    of  the   great — Rajah  undoubtedly  the  weakest.    That  most  mise^ 

Nundcomar:  this   roan  was   accounted  the  abieofmen,MeerJafiier  Ally  Cawn,  dngiof, 

highest  of  hii  cast,  and  held  the  same  rtak  as  to  the  last  pillar,  to  Nundcomar,  tren^Ung 

among  the  QentQs,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  at  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  died  in  the  struggle, 

obtained  amons  the  Mahoroedans.   The  prince  a  miserable  victim  to  all  the  revolotions,  to  al 

on  the  throne  iiad  no  jeakxisy  of  Nundcomar,  the  stioceasive  changes  and  versatile  piolitHi 

because  he  knew,  that,  as  a  GentO,  he  coukl  at  Calcutta.    Like  all  the  regt  of  the  great 

not  aspire  to  the  oflke  of  soubahdar.     For  personages,  ^Hiom   we   have  degraded  aad 

that  reason  he  was  firmly  attached  to  him ;  he  brutalized  by  insult  and  oppreasioQ,  he  betook 

might  depend  ooroplet^y  on  his  services ;  he  himself  to  the  usual  destroctwe  naaaum  of 

was  hit  against  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  and  unprincipled  miser3r— sensuality,  ofHomi  nd 

against  the  wheleworUL    There  was,  how-  wine.    His  gigantic  fauna  of  cooatitntionsooa 

ever,  a  flaw  in  the  nabob's  title,  which  it  was  gave  way  undlsc  the  oppression  of  this  relii^ 

necessary  shoukl  be  hid.    And  perhaps  it  lay  and  he  died,  leaving  diiklren  and  grand-cfait> 

against  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  as  well  as  him.  dren  by  wives  and  concubinea.    On  the  old 

But  it  was  a  source  of  apprehension  to  the  nabob's  death  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  waa 

nabob,  and  contributed  to  make  him  wish  acknowledged  depu^  nabob,  the  mooej  pakl, 

to  keep  all  Mahomedan  influence  at  a  dis-  and  this  revolution  completed, 

tance.     For  he  was  a  syed,  that  is  to  say.  Here,  my  lords,  opened  a  new  source  «f 

adescendant  of  Mahomed,  and  as  such,  though  plunder,  peculation,  and  bribeiy,  wfakh  was  net 

of  the  only  acknowledged  nobility  among  Mus-  neglected.     Bevolutkins  were  no  kmger  n^ 

■ulmen,  wouU  be  by  that  circumstance  ezclud-  cessary,  succession  supplied  their  plaoes;  and 

ad  by  the  known  laws  of  the  Mogul  empire  well  the  object  agreed  with  the  policy.    Rtdes 

fifom  being  seubahdar  in  any  of  the  Mogul  of  succession  could  not  be  very  well  ascertained 

provinces,  in  case  the  revival  of  the  constitu-  to  an  oflSce  like  that  of  the  nabob,  which  was 

tion  of  that  enfpire  should  ever  again  take  hereditary  only  by  the  appointment  of  the 

place.  Mogul.    The  issue  by  lawfiil   wives  wonU 

An  auction  was  now  opened  before  the  naturally  be  preferred  by  those  who  meant  the 

English  council  at  Calcutta.   Mahomed  Reza  quiet  of  the  country.    But  a   more  doobtfiil 

Cawn  bid  largely ;  Nundcomar  bid  largely,  title  was  preferred,  as  better  adapted  to  tbe 

The  circumstances  of  these  two  rivals  at  the  purposes  of  extortion  and  peculation.    Thie 

nabob's  court  were  equally  favourable  to  the  miserable  succession  was  sold,  and  the  eldeit 

pretensions  of  each.    But  the  preponderating  of  the  issue  of  Munny  Beginn,  an  hariot, 

merits  of  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  arising  (irora  brought  in  to  polhite  the  haram  of  the  sera^Ko) 

the  subjection,  in  which  he  was  likely  to  keep  of  whom  you  will  hear  much  hereafter,  was 

the  nabob,  and  make  him  fitter  for  the  purpose  chosen.     He  aooa  succeeded  to  the  grave, 

of  continued  exactions,  induced  the  council  to  Another  son  of  the  same  prostitHte  succeeded 

to  take  his  money,  which  amounted  to  about  to  the  same  unhappy  throne,  and  followed  to 

£.220,000.    Be  the  sum  paid  what  it  may,  it  the  same  untimely  grave.    Every  sooceoskn 

was  certainly  a  large  one.    In  consequence  of  was  sold ;  and  between  venal  successioM,  aad 

whidi  the  council  attempted  to  invest  Mahom-  venal  revolutions,  in  a  very  few  years  seven 

ed  Reza  Cawn  with  the  office  of  naib  soubah  princes  and  six  sales  were  seen  succeseifdjy  ii 

or  deputy  viceroy.     As  to  Nundcomar,  they  BengaL    The  last  was  a  minor,  the  issue  of  a 

fell  upon  him  with  a  vengeful  fury:  he  fought  legitimate  wife,  admitted  to  succeed  becaaeo 

bis  battle  as  well  as  he  could ;  he  opposed  a  minor,  and  because  there  was  none  iUegit^ 

bribe  to  bribe,  eagle  to  eagle ;  but  at  length  he  mate  left.    He  was  mstantly  stripped  of  tbe 

tras  driven  to  the  wall.    Some  received  his  allowance  of  his  progenitoft)  and  rednoedlot 
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ptmnaa  of  £  JOOyOOO  a  year.    He  11111  existe,  unheard  of  ezacdoDg.  Howerer,  be  tbught  hia 
and  coBtifHied  to  the  end  of  Mr.  Ha«tings*g     way  like  a  retiring  lion,  turning  his  &uce  to  his 

pwrennnent,  to  fuinish  constant  sources  of  pursuers.    He  still  fought  along  his  frontier. 

bribery  and  plunder  lo  him  and  his  creatures.  His  ability  and  his  money  drew  to  his  cause 

The  offspring  of  Munny  Begum  clinging,  the  soubiUidar  of  Oude,  the  fitmous  Shuja  ul 
as  his   fiidier  did,  to  Nundcomar,  they  tore  Dowla.    The  Mogul  entered  into  these  wars, 
Noodoomar  from  his  side,  as  they  had  done  and  penetrated  into  the  lower  provinces  on  one 
from  the  side  of  his  father,  and  carried  him  side,  whilst  Bulwant  Sing,  the  rajah  ot  Be- 
down  as  a  sort  of  prisoner  to  Calcutta  ;  where,  nares,  entered  them  on  another.  Afler  various 
having  had  the  weakness  to  become  the  first  changes  of  party,  and  changes  of  fortune,  tho 
infiwBier,  he  was  made  the  first  example.   This  loss,  which  began  in  (he  treachery  of  the  civil 
peraon,  pushed  to  the  wall,  and  knowing,  that  service,  was,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  re- 
die  man  he  had  to  deal  with,  was  desperate  deemed  by  military  merit.    Many  examples 
and  cruel  in  his  resentments,  resolves  on  the  of  the  same  sort  have  since  been  seen. 
fiiat  blow,  and  enters  before  the  council  a  re-  Whilst  these  things  were  transacted  in  India, 
folar  information  in  writing,  of  bribery  against  the  court  of  directors  in  London,  hearing  of  so 
Mr.  Hastings.    In  his  prefac»te  that  diarge  many  changes,  hearing  of  such  an  incredible 
be  excuses  himself  for  what  is  eonsidered  to  mass  of  perfidy  and  venality,  knowing,  that 
be  an  act  equally  insane  and  wicked,  and  as  there  was  a  general  market   made  of  the 
ib»  one  inexpiable  crime  (^  an  Indian-— the  country  and  of  the  company ;  that  the  flame 
discovery  of  the  money  he  gives ;— that  Mr.  of  war  spread  from  province  to  province ;  that, 
Hwi^^gT  had  declaredly  determined  on  his  ruin,  in  propwtion  as  it  spread,  the  fire  glowed  with 
mod  to  accomplish  it  had  newly  associated  him-  augmented  fierceness  ;  and  that  the  r^»city, 
self  with  one  Mohun  Persaod,  a  name  I  wish  wluch  originally  gave  rise  to  it,  was  folkming 
your  lordships  to  remember,  a  bitter  enemy  of  it  in  all  its  progress ;  the  company,  my  lords, 
bis,  an  infiumous  person,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  ahurmed  not  only  for  their  acquisitions  but 
kaew  to  be  such,  and  as  such  had  turned  him  their  existence,  and  finding  themselves  sfaiking 
sot  of  bis  boose  ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  lately  lower  and  lower  by  every  victory  they  obtained, 
recalled,  .and  held  fi^uent  communications  thought  it  necessary  at  length  to  come  to  some 
with   this  Mohun  Persuad,  the   subject   of  system  and  some  settlement.  After  composing 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  his  ruin.    In  the  their  differences  with  Lord  Clive,  they  sent 
year  1775  he  was  hanged  by  those  incorrupt  him  out  to  that  ootmtiy  about  the  year  1785» 
Esg^ish  judges,  who  were  sent  to  India  by  in  order,  by  his  aame,  weight,  authority,  and 
paiUuneat  to  protect  the  natives  fixm  oppres-  rigoor  of  nund,  to  give  some  sort  of  form  and 
sioB.  stability  to  goverment,  and  to  rectify  the 

Your  loidships  will  observe,  that  this  new  mnumerable  abuses,  which  prevailed  there ; 

sds  of  tbe  office  of  ministers  succeeded  to  the  and  particularly  that  great  source  of  disorders, 

nk  of  that  of  nabobs.    AH  these  varied  and  that  fundamental   abuse— presents :  for  the 

mecessive  sales  shook  the  country  to  pieces,  bribes,  by  which  all  these  revolutions  were 

As  if  tbose  miserable  exhausted  provinces  were  bought,  had  not  the  name  of  conditions,  stipu- 

tobe  cured  of  inanition  by  phldbotomy — while  lations,  or  rewards ;  they  even  had  the  free 

Coasin  Ally  was  racking  it  above,  the  com-  and  gratuitous  style  of  presents.    The  recei- 

ptaj  were  dbmwing  off  all  its  nutriment  below,  vers  contended,  that  they  were  meregratuities 

A  dreadful,  an  extensive,  and  most  chargeable  given  for  service  done,  or  mere  tokens  of  af- 

wir  followed.  Half  the  northern  force  of  India  fection  and  gratitude  to  the  parties.    They 

psared  down  like  a  torrent  on  Bengal,  endan-  may  give  them  what  names  they  please,  and 

fsred  our  existence,  and  exhausted  all  our  re-  your  lordships  will  think  of  them  what  you 

sovoes.    The  war  was  the  firuit  of  Mr.  Has-  please.    But  they  were  the  donations  of  mi- 

tiigB's  cabals.    Its  termination,  as  usual,  was  sery  to  power,  the  gifts  of  sufferers  to  the 

Ike  result  of  the  military  merit,  and  the  forw  oppressours ;  and  consequently,  where  they 

tmb  of  this  nation.   Cossim  Ally,  after  having  prevailed,  they  left  no  certain  property  or  fixed 

been  defeated  by  the  military  genius  and  spirit  situation  to  any  man  in  India,  from  the  highest 

ef  England,  (for  the  Adamses,  Monroes,  and  to  the  lowest. 

others  of  that  period,  I  believe,  showed  as  much  The  court  of  directors  sent  out  orders  to 

ridO  and  bravery  as  any  of  their  predecessors,)  enlarge  the  servants'  covenants,  with  new  and 

ii  hk  flight  swept  away  above  three  millions  severe  clauses,  strongly  prohibiting  the  prac- 

ii  money,  jewels,  or  effects,  out  of  a  country,  tice  of  receiving  presents.    Lord  Clive  himf- 

nbjcb  be  bad  phmdered  and  exhausted  by  bds  self  had  been  a  large  receiver  of  them.    Tel^ 
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as  it  was  in  the  moment  of  a  revolotion,  whidi  r»-e8tablisfaed  him  in  a  secore,  easy  Baday 

gave  them  all  they  possessed,  the  company  dency.    He  coofinned  him,  mider  the  BndA 

would  hear  no  more  of  it.     They  sent  him  gaurantee,  in  the  rich  princ^iality,  whidi  hi 

out  to  reform — whether  they  chose  w^  or  ill,  held. 

does  not  signify.     I  think,  upon  the  whole,         The  Mogul,  the  head  of  the  MoBnlnai 

they  chose  well ;  because  his  name  and  autho-  religion  in  India,  and  of  the  Indian  etqwe,  i 

rity  could  do  much.     They  sent  him  oat  to  head  honoured  and  esteemed  erenin  itsiaaHi 

redress  the  grievances  of  that  country,  and  it  he  procured  to  be  rec<^izedfayallthepecn% 

was  necessary  he  should  be  well  armed  Sat  that  were  connected  with  his  emfMie.   Hi 

that  service.    They  sent  him  out  with  such  rents,  that  on^t  to  be  paid  to  the  viaer  of  At 

powers  as  no  servant  of  the  company  ever  empire,  he  gave  to  the  Tizeret.     Thiii,fli 

hold  before.    I  would  not  be  understood  here  alliances  were  cemented;  our  enemies  inr 

in  my  own  character,  much  less  in  the  dele-  reconciled ;  all  Asia  was  oonciUaled  by  m 

gated  character,  in  which  I  stand,  to  contend  settlement  with  the  king, 
for  any  man  in  the  totality  of  his   conduct.        To  that  unhappy  fugitive  king,  driven  te 

Perhaps  in  some  of  his  measures  he  was  mis-  place  to  place,  the  sport  of  fiaitune,  noir  m 

taken,  and  in  some  of  his  acts  reprehensible :  en^>erour,  fld  now  a  prisonefy  pniy^  ^  * 

but  justice  obliges  me  to  say,  that  the  plan,  every  mosque,  in  which  his  anthwity  wase» 

which  he  formed,  and  the  course,  which  he  spired  against,  one  day  opposed  by  the  oil 

pursued,  were  in  general  great  and  well  ima-  strudc  in  his  name,  and  the  other  day  sold  ft 

gined  ;  that  he  laid  great  foundations,  if  they  it,  to  this  descendant  of  Tamerlane  he  aDoUH 

had  been  properly  built  upon.    For,  in  the  with  a  decent  share  of  nq^  dignity,  ao  1» 

first  place,  he  composed  all  the  neighbouring  nourable  fixed  residence,  where  he  ini|^  fci 

countries,  torn  to  pieces,  by  the  wars  of  Cos-  useful,  and  could  not  be  dangerous, 
sim  Ally,  and  quieted  the  apprehensions,  raised        As  to  the  Bengal  provinces,  he  did  not  Ills 

by  the  opinion  of  the  bouiidless  ambition  of  for   the  company  the  vice-royal^,  as  lib-  j 

England.    He  took  strong   measures  to  put  Holwell  would  have  persuaded,  almost  Sbnti^ 

an  end  to  a  great  many  of  the  abuses,  that  pre-  the  company  to  do ;  but,  to  saydsfy  the  pnyf  j 

vailed  in  the  country  subject  to  the  company,  dices  of  the  Mahomedans,  the  countiy  was  kft  | 

He  then  proceeded  to  the  upper  provinces;  in  the  hands  nominally  (^thesoubah  or  vieerofi 

and  formed  a  plan,  which,  for  a  military  man,  who  was  to  administm*  the  criminal  julrtioeiH.j 

has  great  civil  and  political  merit.     He  put  the  exteriour  forms  of  royalty.    He  lAAt'wd  ^ 

a  bound  to  the  aspiring  spirit  of  the  company's  fi-om  the  sovereign  the  dewannee.    This  is  Ai , 

servants ;  he  limited  its  conquests ;  he  prescrib-  great  act  of  the  constitutional  atfrance  of  tb , 

ed  bounds  to  its  ambition.     First   (says  he)  company  into  the  body  politic  of  Lodia.  B  i 

quiet  the  minds  of  the  country  ;  what  you  have  gave  to  the  settlemmt  (^  Boigal  a  find  eol* 

obtained,  regulate ;  make  it  known  to  India,  stituti(xial  form,  wkh  a  legal  tide  acfaKfwMt 

that  you  resolve  to  acquire  no  more.    On  this  ed  and  rec(^ized  now  for  the  first  time  hju  t 

solid  plan  he  fixed  every  prince,  that  was  am-  the  natural  powers  of  the  countiy,  beoaoii*.] 

cemed  in  the  preceding  wars,  on  the  (me  side  arose  firom  the  diarter  of  the  undtwtod** 

and  on  the  other  in  an  happy  and  easy  setde-  vereign.    Thadewannee,<»>higb-stewanM 

ment.    He  restored  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  who  had  gave  to  the  company  the  collection  aad  lif' 

been  driven  from  his  dominions  by  the  military  ment  of  the  revenue ;  and  in  this  nodflitiv 

arm  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  rank  of  vizierj  civil  character  they  aiq>eared  not  the  flnjj 

and  to  the  dominion  of  the  territories  of  Oude.  sours  but  the  protectors  of  the  people.  W  j 

With  a  generosity,  that  astonished  all  Asia,  scheme  had  ail  the  real  power,  widioat  tff ,i 

he  reinstated  this  expelled  enemy  of  his  nation  invidious  appearance  (^  it;  it  gave  tiM^Wj 

peaceably  upon  his  throne.    And  this  act  of  revenue,  without  the  parade  of  aamv^K 

politic  generosi^  did  more  towards  quieting  On  this  double  fi)undation  the  gofefomot) 

the  minds  of  the  people  of  Asia  than  all  the  ter-  happily  settled.    The  minds  of  the  f"  .. 

rour,  great  as  it  was,  of  the  English  arms.  At  were  quieted.    The  company's  terriloaM'' 

the  same  time  Lord  Clive,  generous  to  all,  took  views  virere  circumscribed.    The  am  of  ^^ 

peculiar  care  of  our  friendis  and  allies.     He  was  put  out  of  sight.     The  imperial   ^ 

took  care  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the  great  rajah  of  covered  evray  thing.    The  power  «f  tb»] 

Benares,  who  had  taken  our  part  in  the  war.  was  in  the  hand  o^  the  company.    The  ] 

He  secured  him  from  the  revenge  of  >6huja  ul  of  the  sword  was  in  effect  so,  as  thej  | 

Dowla.    The  Mogul  had  granted  us  the  su-  Iractod  for  the  maintenance  of  the  aray* 

periority  over  Bulwant  Sing.     Lord  Clive  company  had  a  revenue  of  a  million  MMtl 
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nabob  bad  indeed  fallen  from  any  real  and  chief  abuses.    It  was  composed  of  Mr.  Van- 

tive  power,  yet  the  dignity  of  the  court  sittart,  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.   Scraflon.    The 

maintained ;  the  prejudices  and  interests  unfortunate  end  of  that  commission  is  known 

e  Mahtmiedans,  and  particularly  of  their  to  all  the  world :  but  I  mention  it  in  order  to 

ixjj  who  had  suffered  more  by  this  great  state,  that  the  receipt  c€  presents  was  consi- 

ution  even  than  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  dered  as  one  of  the  grievances,  which  then 

try,  were  consulted :  for  by  this  plan  a  prevailed  in  India ;  and  that  the  supervisors 

lue  of  £.500^000  was  settled  on  the  vice-  under  that  commission  were  ordered  upon  no 

tjf  whidh  was  thus  enabled  to  provide  in  account  whatever  to  take  presents.    Upon  the 

I  measure  for  those  great  families.    The  unfortunate  catastrophe,  which  happened,  the 

mny  likewise,  by  this  plan,  in  order  to  company  was  (preparing  to  send  out  another  for 

r  their  revenues  securely,  and  to  avoid  the  rectificati(Hi  of  these  grievances,  when 

and  murmur,  put  them  into  the  hands  of  parliament  thought  it  necessary  to  supersede 

omed  Reza  Cawn,  whom  Lord  Clive  found  that  commission — ^to  take  the  matter  into  their 

i  management  of  affairs,  and  did  not  dis-  own  hands,  and  to  appoint  another  commission 

;  and  he  was  now  made  deputy  steward  in  a  parliamentary  way  (of  which  Mr.  Hastings 

D  company,  as  he  had  been  before  lieu-  was  one)  for  the  better  government  of  that 

it-Ticeroy  to  the  nabob.    A  British  resi-  country.    Mr.  Hastings,  as  I  must  mention  to 

mt  Moorahedabad  was  estaUished  as  a  your  lordships,  soon  afler  the  deposition  and 

Md.     The  company  exercised  their  })ower  restoration  of  Jaffier  Ally  Cawn,  and  before 

the  revenue  in  the  first  instance,  through  Lord  Clive  arrived,  quitted  for  a  while  the 

lAiivea,  but  the  British  resident  was  in  scene,  in  which  he  had  been  so  mischie- 

y  the  great  mover.  vously  employed,  and  returned  to  England  to 

Mrer  this  nation  stood  in  a  situation  of  strengthenhimselfbythose  cabals,  which  again 

tltfoughout  Asia,  it  was  in  that  moment,  sent  him  out  with  new  authority  to  pursue  the 

M  1  have  said,  some  material  errours  and  courses,  which  were  the  natural  sequel  to  his 

ilns  were  committed.    After  the  forma-  former  proceedings.  He  returned  to  India  with 

>f  this  plan.  Lord  Clive  unfortunately  did  great  power  indeed ;  first,  to  a  seat  in  council 

Inj  long  enough  in  the  country  to  give  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  from  thence  to  succeed 

••racy  to  the  measures  cf  r<^<:»rmati(»i  he  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  William.     On  hitn 

■idertaken,  but  rapidly  returned  to  Eng-  theccnnpany  placed  their  chief  reliance.  Hap- 

S  nnd  after  his  departure  the  government,  py  had  it  been  for  them,  happy  for  India,  and 

continued,  had  not  vigour,  or  authority,  to  for  England,  if  his  conduct  had  been  such  as  to 

art  the  settlement  tfaennttde;  andconsi-  spare  your  lordships  and  the  Commons  the 

lie  abuses  began  to  prevail  in  every  quarter,  exhibition  of  this  day. 

bm  ci^iital  period  in  our  history  here  When  this  government,  with  Mr.  Hastings 

Maces.    Those,  who  succeeded  (though  at  the  head  of  it,  was  settled,  Moorshedabad 

iave  one  ciC  them  was  one  of  the  honestest  did  still  continue  the  scat  of  the  native  govern- , 

,  IIhU  ever  served  the  company,  I  mean  ment,  and  of  all  the  collections.    Here  the 

nnar  Vcrelst)  had  not  weight  enou^  to  company  was  not  satisfied  with  placing  a  re- 

f  tfie  system  oi  the  service,  and  conse-  sident  at  the  dubar,  which  was  the  first  step  to 

iify  many  abuses  and  grievances  again  our  assuming  the  government  in  that  ODuntry. 

■fled — supervisors  were  appointed  to  every  These  steps  must  be  traced  by  your  lordships, 

Itly  as  a  check  on  the  native  collectors,  for  I  should  never  have  given  you  this  trouble, 

to  report  every  abuse,  as  it  should  arise,  if  it  was  not  necessary  to  possess  you  clearly 

tfwy,   who  were  appointed  to  redress  of  the  several  progressive  steps,  by  which  the 

VMses,  were  themselves  accused  of  being  company's  government  came  to  be  established 

fvi  them.    HowevOT  the  disorders  were  and  to  supersede  the  native.    The  next  step 

f  tfiat  violent  kind,  which  preceded  Mr.  ^as  the  appointment  of  supervisors  in  every 

's  departure,  nor  such  as  followed  his  province,  to  oversee  the  native  collector.    The 

mercenary  wars — ^no  mercenary  third  was  to  establish  a  general  council  of 

I,  no  extirpation  cf  laiwasj  no  vio-  revenue  at  Moorshedabad,  to  superintend  the 

in  the  revenue,  no  subversion  great  steward  Mahcuned  Reza  Cawn.     In 

It  houses,  no  general  sales  of  any  1772  that  council  by  Mr.  Hastmgs  was  over- 

^iona  cf  men— none  of  these,  but  cer-  turned,  and  the  whole  management  of  the  n* 

9  Midi  grievances  as  made  it  necessary  venue  brought  to  Calcutta.    Mahomed  Reza 

a  company  to  send  out  another  commi»>  Cawn,  by  orders  of  the  company,  was  turned 

m  1789,  with  iiMtnictions  pointing  out  the  out  of  all  his  offices,  and  turned  out  for  reasons 
oi>.  III.— 21 
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and  principles,  which  your  lordships  will  here-  oflioe ;  it  is  a  head  of  the  law  of  EngMi  V^ 

aAer  see ;  and  at  last  the  dewannee  was  en-  and,  so  far  as  inferiour  courts  aie  conpeMi  \i  ^ 

tirely  taken  out  of  the  native  hands,  and  set-  to  try  it,  may  be  tried  in  them.    Here,  ym 

tied   in   the  supreme  council  and  presidency  lordships'  competence    b  plenary;  yoaw 

itself  in  Calcutta ;  and  so  it  remained  until  tlM  fully  competent  both  to  inquire  into,  vA  ti 

year  1781,  when  Mr.  Hastings  made  another  punish  the  offence.    And,  fiorst,  I  amloiMl 

revolution,  took  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  su-  to   your  kMtlships,  by  the  direction  of  tali 

preme  council,   in  which  the  orders  of  the  whom  I  am  bound  to  obey,  the  principlei,  • 

company,  an  act  of  parliament,  and  their  own  which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  he  has  cdsM* 

act  had  vested  it,  and  put  it  into  a  subordinate  ed  his  government ;  principles,  which  he  htf 

council — that  is,  it  was  entirely  vested   in  avowed — ^firet,  in  several  letters  writtea  toil 

himself  East-India  Company— next,  in   a  paper  if 

Now  your  lordships  see  the  whole  of  the  defence,  delivered  to  the  House  of  CooumMi 

revolutions.    I  have  stated  them,  I  trust,  with  explicitly ;  and  more  explicitly  in  his  detal 

perspicuity — stated  the  grounds  and  principles  before  your  lordships.     Nothing  in  Mr.  B* 

upon     which   they   were    made— stated    the  tings*s  proceedings   is  so   curious  as  his  si> 

abuses,  that  grew  upon  them — and  that  every  veral  defences ;  aund  nothing  in  the  defence! ii 

revolution  produced  its  abuse.    You  saw  thie  so  singular,  as  the  principles,  upon  which  hi' 

native  government  vanish  by  degrees,  until  it  proceeds.    Your  lordships  will  have  to  dedil 

was  reduced  to  a  situation  fit  for  nothing  but  not  only  upon  a  lai^e,  connected,  systesHti^ 

to  become  a  private  perquisite,  as  it  has  been  train  of  misdemeanours,  but  an  equally  CQ^ 

to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  be  granted  to  whom  nected  system  of  principles  and  maxim  i 

he  pleased.     The  English  government  sue-  government,  invented  to  justify  those  muril> 

ceeded,  at  the  head  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  meanours.    He  has  brought  them  forward  fli 

was  placed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  having  be-  avowed  them  in  the  face  of  day.     He  htf 

fore  held  the  office  of  president  of  the  council—  boldly  and  insultingly  thrown  them  in  the  fici 

the  express  object  of  both  these  appointments  of  the  representatives  ^  a  free  people,  and  m 

being  to  redress  grievances ;  and  within  these  cannot  pass  them  by  without  adopting  them, 
two  periods  of  his  power,  as  president  and       I  am  directed  to  protest  against  those  groonli 

govemour-general,  were  those  crimes  commits  and  principles,  upon  which  he  frames  bis  d^ 

ted,  of  which  he  now  stands  accused.    All  this  fence  ;    for,   if  those  grounds  are  good  sfli  ' 

history  is  merely  by  way  of  illustration — his  yalid,  they  carry  off  a  great  deal  at  least,  if 

crimination  begins  from  his  nomination    to  not  entirely  the  foundation  of  our  charge.    JBfy 

the  presidency  ;  and  we  are  to  consider  how  lords,  we  contend,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  as  • 

he  comported  himself  in  that  station,  and  in  British  govemour,  ought  to  govern  on  'BnSak 

his  office  of  govemour-general.  principles,  not  by  British  taraa — God  Mak\ 

The  first  thing,  in  considering  the  merits  for,  if  ever  there  was  a  case,  in  which  dM , 

or  demerits  of  any  govemour,  is  to  have  some  letter  kills  and  the  spirit  gives  life,  it  would  bt 

test,  by  which  they  are  to  be  tried.     And  an  attempt  to  introduce  British  forms  and  At- 

here,  my  lords,  we  conceive,  that  when  a  Bri-  substance  of  despotic  principles  together  lit 

tishgovemour  is  sent  abroad,  he  is  sent  to  pur-  any  country.     No.    We  call  for  that  spirit 

sue  the  good  of  the  people  as  much  as  possible  of  equity,  diat  spirit  of  justice,  that  spirit  rf 

in  the  q>irit  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  which  protection,  that  spirit  <^  lenity,  which  oii^li 

in  all  respects  intend  their  conservation,  their  characterize  every  British  subject  in  powsr;  < 

happiness,  and  their  prosperity.    This  is  the  and  on  these,  and  these  principles  only,  kt 

principle,  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  will  be  tried. 

to  govern,  and  upon  which  he  is  to  account  for        But  he  has  told  your  kwdsbips,  in  hit  4t* 

his  conduct  here.  fence,  that  actions  in  Asia  do  not  bear  tkt 

His  rule  was,  what  a  British  govemour,  same  moral  qualities,  which  the  same  actiMt 

btrasted  with  the  power  of  this  country,  was  would  bear  in  Europe, 
bound  to  do,  or  to  forbear.    If  he  has  perform-        My  lords,  we  positively  deny  that  prindpit 

ed,  and  if  he  has  abstained,  as  he  ought,  dis-  I  am  authorized  and  called  upon  to  deoy  ft* 

miss  him  honourably  acquitted  fiom  your  bar^—  And  having  stated  at  large  what  he  meaoi  If 

otherwise  condemn  him.     He  may  resort  to  saying,  that  the  same  actions  have  not  A* 

other  principles  and  to  other   maxims  ;  but  same  qualities  in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  ws  tft^ 

this  country  will  force  him  to  be  tried  by  its  to  let  your  lordships  know,  that  these 

laws.     The  law  of  this  country  recognizes  men  have  formed  a  plan  of  geografktod  nm  J| 

that  well-known  crime,  called  mitcoDduct  in  by  which  the  duties  of  men,  in  piAiie 
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ituations,  are  not  to  be  governed  by  ental  principles.    And  as  this  plea  is  boldly 

tion  to  the  great  Govemour  of  the  avowed  and  maintained,  and  as,  no  doubt,  all 

or  by  their  relation  to  mankind,  but  his  conduct  was  perfectly  correspondent   to 

es,  degrees  of  longitude,  parallels  not  these  principles,  the  principles  and  the  c(mduct 

it  of  latitudes ;  as  if,  when  you  have  must  be  tried  together. 

be  equinoctial,  all  the  virtues  die,  as  If'  your  lordships  will  now  permit  me,  I 

some  insects  die,  when  they  cross  the  will  state  one  of  the  many  places,  in  which 

if  there  were  a  kind  of  baptism,  like  he  has  avowed  these  principles  as  the  basis 

stised  by  seamen,  by  which  they  un-  and  foundation  of  all  his  ccmduct.      "  The 

hemselves  of  all,  that  they  learned  sovereigntjr,  which   they  assumed,   it  fell  to 

e,  and  afler  which  a  new  order  and  my  lot,    very   unexpectedly,  ta  exert;   and 

r  things  commenced.  whether  or  not  such  power,  or  powers  of  that 

Geographical  morality  we  do  protest  nature,  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  provi- 

Mr.  Hastings  shall  not  screen  him-  sions  of  any  act  of  parliament,  I   confess 

sr  it ;  and  on  this  point  I  hope  and  myself  too  little  of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce, 

ly  words  will  not  be  necessary  to  sa-  I  only  know,  that  the  acceptance  of  the  sove- 

r  lordships.    But  we  think  it  neces-  reignty  of  Benares,  &c.  is  not  acknowledged 

justification  of  ourselves,  to  declare,  or  admitted  by  any  act  of  parliament ;  and 

laws  of  morality  are  the  same  every  yet,  by  the  particular  interference  of  the  ma- 

BUid  that  there  is  no  action,  which  jority  of  the  council,  the  company  is  clearly 

&S8  for  an  act  of  extortion,  of  pecula-  and  indisputably  seized  of  that  sovereignty." 

vibery,  and  of  oppression  in  England,  So  that  this  gentleman,  because  he  is  not  a 

lot  an  act  of  extortion,  of  peculation,  lawyer,  nor  clothed  with  those  robes,  which 

ry,  and  oppression  in  Europe,  Asia,  distinguish  and  well  distingubh  the  learning 

iiid  all  the  world  over.    This  I  con-  of  this  country,  is  not  to  know  any  thing  of 

not  in  the  technical  forms  of  it,  but  1  his  duty  ;  and  whether  he  was  bound  by  any, 

lor  it  in  the  substance.  or  what  act  of  parliament,  is  a  thing  he  is 

iastings  comes  before  your  lordships  not  lawyer  enough  to  know.    Now,  if  your 

a  British  govemour  answering  to  a  lordships  will  suffer  the  laws  to  be  broken  by 

ribunal,  but  as  a  soubahdar,  as  bashaw  those,  who  are  not  of  the  long  robe,  I  am 

tails.    He  says,  "  I  had  an  arbitrary  afruTd  those  of  the  long  robe  will  have  none 

>  exercise :  I  exercised  it.  Slaves  I  to  punish  but  those  of  their  own  profession. 
9  people  ;  slaves  they  are,  they  are  so  He  therefore  goes  to  a  law  he  is  better  ao- 
'  coi»titution  ;  and  if  they  are,  I  did  quainted  with ;  that  is,  the  law  of  arbitrary 
le  it  for  them.      I  was  unfortunately  power  and  force,  if  it  deserves  to  be  called  by 

0  exercise  this  arbitrary  power,  and  the  name  of  law.  "  If,  therefore,"  says  he, 
igly  I  did  exercise  it.    It  was  disa-  "  the  sovereignty  of  Benares,  as  ceded  to  us  by 

>  to  me,  but  I  did  exercise  it,  and  no  the  vizier,  have  any  rights  whatever  annexed 
<wer  can  be  exercised  in  that  country."  to  it,  (and  be  not  a  mere  empty  word  without 
'  it  be  true,  is  a  plea  in  bar.    But  I  meaning,)  those  rights  must  be  such  as  are 

1  hope  your  lordships  will  not  judge  by  held,  countenanced,  and  established  by  the  law, 
d  institutions,  which  you  do  not  know,  custom,  and  usage  of  the  Mogul  empire,  and 
those  laws  and  institutions,  which  you  not  by  the  provisions  of  any  British  act  of 
r,  and  under  whose  power  and  autho-  parliament  hitherto  enacted.  TVbse  rights,  and 
'.  Hastings  went  out  to  India.  Can  none  other,  I  have  been  the  involuntary  instru- 
dships  patiently  hear  what  toe  have  ment  of  enforcing.  And  if  any  future  act  of 
rith  indignation  enough,  and  what,  if  parliament  shall  positively,  or  by  implication, 
ere  nothmg  else,  would  call  these  prin-  tend  to  annihilate  those  very  rights,  or  their 
8  well  as  the  actions,  which  are  justi-  exertion,  as  I  have  exerted  them,  I  much  fear, 
mich  principles,  to  your  lordships'  bar ;  that  the  boasted  sovereignty  o(  Benares,  which 
OMy  be  known  whether  the  Peers  of  was  held  up  as  an  acquisition  almost  obtruded 
I  do  not  sympathize  with  the  Commons  on  the  company  against  my  consent  and  opinioi^ 
detestation  of  such  doctrine  ?  Think  (for  I  acknowledge,  that  even  then  I  foresaw 
lagiish  govemour  tried  before  you  as  a  many  difficulties  and  inc<»iveniences  in  its 
nriiject,  and  yet  declaring,  that  he  go-  future  exercise  ;)  I  fear,  I  say,  that  this  sove- 
on  the  principles  of  arbitrary  power,  reignty  will  be  found  a  burden  instead  of  a 
i  is,  that  he  did  govern  there  on  arbi-  benefit,  a  heavy  clog  rather  than  a  precious 
kI  despotic,  and,  as  he  gupposes,  ori-  gem  to  its  present  pooeeMOuni ;  I  mean,  unlen 
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the  whole  of  our  territory  in  that  quarter  shall 
be  rounded  and  made  an  unilbrm  compact 
body  by  one  grand  and  systematic  arrange- 
ment ;  such  an  arrangement  as  shall  do  away 
all  the  mischiefs,  doubts,  and  inconveniences, 
(both  to  the  govonunirs  and  the  governed,) 
arising  from  the  variety  of  tenures,  rights,  and 
claims  in  all  cases  of  landed  property  and 
feudal  jurisdiction  in  India,  from  the  infor- 
mality, invalidity,  and  instability  of  all  engage- 
ments in  so  divided  and  unsettled  a  state  <^ 
society;  and  from  the  unavoidable  anarchy 
and  confusion  of  different  laws,  religions,  and 
prejudices,  moral,  civil,  and  political,  all  jum- 
bled together  in  one  unnatural  and  discordant 
mass.  Every  part  of  Hindostan  has  been  con- 
stantly exposed  to  these  and  similar  disadvan- 
tages ever  since  the  Mahomedan  conquest.'' 
"  The  Hind  lis,  who  never  incorporated  with 
their  conquerours,  were  kept  in  order  only  by 
the  strong  hand  of  power.  The  constant  ne- 
cessity of  similar  exertions  would  increase  at 
once  their  energy  and  extent,  so  that  rebellion 
itself  is  the  parent  and  promoter  of  despotism. 
Sovereignty  in  India  implies  nothing  else. 
For  I  know  not  how  we  can  form  an  estimate 
of  its  powers,  but  from  its  visible  effects,  and 
those  are  every  where  the  same  from  Cabool 
to  Assam.  The  whole  history  of  Asia  is 
nothing  more  than  precedents  to  {nrove  the 
invariable  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  "To 
all  this  I  strongly  alluded  in  the  minutes  I  de- 
livered in  council,  when  the  treaty  with  the 
new  vizier  was  on  foot  in  1775 ;  and  I  wished 
to  make  Cbeit  Sing  independent,  because  in 
India  dependence  included  a  thousand  evils, 
many  of  which  I  enumerated  at  that  time, 
and  they  are  entered  in  the  ninth  clause  of 
the  first  section  of  this  charge.  I  knew  the 
powers,  with  which  an  Indian  sovereignty  is 
armed,  and  the  dangers,  to  which  tributaries 
are  exposed.  I  knew,  that,  from  the  history 
of  Asia,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  mankind, 
the  subjects  of  a  despotic  empire  are  always 
vigilant  for  the  moment  to  rebel,  and  the  so- 
vereign is  ever  jealous  of  rebellious  intentions. 
A  zemindar  is  an  Indian  subject,  and,  as  such, 
exposed  to  the  common  lot  of  his  fellows. 
T^  mean  and  depraved  state  of  a  mere  zemmr 
dear  is  therefore  this  very  dependence  above- 
mentioned  on  a  despotic  government,  this  very 
proneness  to  shake  off  his  allegiance,  and 
this  very  exposure  to  continual  danger  from 
his  sovereign's  jealousy,  which  are  consequent 
on  the  political  state  of  Hindostauic  govern- 
ments. Bulwant  Sing,  if  he  had  been,  and 
Cheit  Sing,  as  long  as  he  was,  a  zemindar, 
■tood  exactly  in  thio  mean  qnd  depraoed  ttaU 


by  the  constitution  c€  his  eountry.  I  did  ai 
make  it  for  him,  but  would  have  secured  hia 
from  it.  Those,  who  made  him  a  zemiodir, 
entailed  upon  him  the  cooeequencn  of  n 
mean  and  depraved  a  tenure.  Ally  Yerdy 
Cawn  and  Cossim  Ally  fined  all  their  zeisiB- 
dars  oo  the  necessities  of  war,  and  oa  wxj 
pretence  either  of  court  neceaaity  or  court  ei- 
travagance." 

My  lords,  yoa  have  now  heard  the  priDO- 
pies,  on  which  Mr.  Haatings  governs  the  put 
ci  Asia  subjected  to  the  British  empire.  Tm 
have  heard  his  opinion  of  the  mean  and  deprtf- 
ed  state  of  those,  who  are  subject  to  iL  Toi 
have  heard  his  lecture  upon  arbitrary  power, 
which  he  states  to  be  the  constitution  ^  Ank 
You  hear  the  application  be  makes  of  it; aid 
you  hear  the  practices,  which  he  empkiyi  to 
justify  it,  and  who  the  peraons  were,  on  whoie 
authority  he  relies,  and  whose  example  be  pnh 
fesses  to  follow.     In  the  first  place,  your  kxii* 
ships  will  be  astonished  at  the  auchuuty,  with 
which  he  speaks  c€  his  own  administratkA) 
as  if  he  was  reading  a  speculative  lecture  en 
the  evils  attendant  upon  acme  vitious  systen 
of  foreign  government,  in  which  he  had  do  sort 
of  concern  whatsoever.     And  then,  whee  is 
this  speculative  way  he  has  e^ablished,  or 
thinks  he  has,  the  vices  of  the  government,  ho 
conceives  he  has  found  a  sufficient  apoiogf 
for  his  own  crimes.     And  if  he  violates  tte 
roost  solemn  engagements,  if  he  opjpnmth 
extorts,  and  robs,  if  he  imprisons,  oonfiscatei, 
banishes,  at  his  sole  will  and  pleasure,  wb«i 
we  accuse  him  for  his  ill  treatment  of  the  p^** 
pie  commited  to  him  as  a  sacred  trust,  his  ^ 
fence  is, — to  be  robbed,  violated,  opprened  il 
their  privilege — let  the  constitution  of  tiitir 
country  answer  for  it— I  did  not  make  it  ftr 
them.    Slaves  I  found  them,  and  as  daves  I 
have  treated  them.    I  was  a  despotic  prno»i 
despotic  governments  are  jealous,  and  the  wk* 
jects  prone  to  rebellion.      This  very  preas- 
ness  of  the  subject  to  shake  off  his  allefiMies 
exposes  him  to  continual  danger  from  faM  i^ 
vereign's  jealousy;  and  this  is oonseqaenioa 
the  pditical  state  d*  Hindostanic  goveramssH 
He  lays  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  despotkM  ii 
the  genuine  c<M)8titution  of  India,  tfakt  a  dii- 
position  to  rebellion  in  the   suliyect,  or  de* 
pendant  prince  is  the  necessary  effect  of 
despotism,  and  that  jealousy  and  its 
quences  naturally  arise  on  the  part  of  thesora* 
reign — that  the  government  is  every  thii^aai 
the  subject  nothing — ^that  the  great  laaM 
men  are  in  a  mean  and  depraved  state;  aai 
subject  to  many  evils. 

Such  astate  of  thin|i,  if  tioa,  woqU  Wi* 
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rant  conclusions  directly  opposite  to  those,  it  as  the  whole  duty  of  an  Englidi  govwmour  f 

which  Mr.  Hastings  means  to  draw  from  them,  I  believe,  that  till  this  time  so  audacioiM  a  thing 

both  argumentatively,  and  practically,  first  to  was  never  attempted  by  man.— 

influence  his  conduct,  and  then  to  bottom  his  He  have  arbitrary  power  !    My  lords,  the 

defence  of  it.  East- India  Company  have  not  arbitrary  power 

Perhaps  you  will  imagine,  that  the  man,  to  give  him ;  the  king  has  no  arbitrary  power 

iHio  avows  these  principles  of  arbitrary  go-  to  give  him  ;  your  lordships  have  not ;  nor  the 

▼emment,  and  pleads  them  as  the  justification  Commons  ;  nor  the  whole  legblature.     We 

of  acts,  which  nothing  else  can  justify,  is  of  have  no  arbitrary  power  to  give,  because  an* 

opinion,  that  they  are  on  the  whole  good  for  bitrary  power  is  a  thing,  which   neither  any 

tibe  people,  over  whom  they  are  exercised,  man  can  hold  nor  any  man  can  give.     No 

The  very  reverse.    He  mentions  them  as  hor-  man  can  lawfully  govern  himselif  according  to 

rftle  things,  tending  to  inflict  (m  the  people  a  his  own  will,  much  less  can  one  pers<ni  be  go- 

tiiousand  evils,  and  to  bring  on  the  ruler  a  con-  verned  by  the  will  of  another.  .  We  are  ail 

timial  train  of  dangers.     Yet  he  states,  that  bom  in  subjection,  all  bom  equally,  high  and 

jour  acquisitions  in  India  vnll  be  a  detriment  low,  govemours  and  governed,  in  subjection  to 

iDBtead  of  an  advantage,  if  you  destroy  arbi-  one  great,  immutable,  pre-ezistent  law,  prior 

tnuy  power,  unless  you  can  reduce  all  the  re-  to  all  our  devices,  and  prior  to  all  our  con- 

ligious  establishments,  all  the  civil  institutions,  trivances,  paramount  to  all  our  ideas,  and  all 

and  tenures  of  land,  into  one  uniform  mass ;  our  sensations,  antecedent  to  our  very  exis- 

i.  e.  unless  by  acts  of  arbitrary  power  you  tence,  by  which  we  are  knit  and  connected  in 

ominguish  all  the  laws,  rights,  and  religious  the  eternal  frame  of  the  universe,  out  of  which 

IMrinciples  of  the  people,  and  force  them  to  an  we  cannot  stir. 

aniibnnity ;  and  on   that  uniformity  build  a  This  great  law  does  not  arise  from  our  con- 

aystem  of  arbitrary  power.  ventions  or  compacts ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gives 

But  nothing  is  more  false,  than  that  despo-  to  our  conventions  and  compacts  all  the  force 

tinn  is  the  constitution  of  any  country  in  Asia,  and  sanction  they  can  have  ; — it  does  not  arise 

that  we  are  acquainted  with.   It  is  certainly  not  from  our  vain  institutions.    Every  good  gifl  is 

tme  of  any  Mahomedan  constitution.    But  if  of  God  ;  all  power  is  of  God ; — and  He,  who 

It  were,  do  your  lordships  really  think,  that  has  given  the  power,  and  from  whom  alcme  it 

ibe  nation  would  bear,  that  any  human  creature  originates,  will  never  suffer  the  exercise  of  it 

woald  bear,  to  hear  an  English  governour  de-  to  be  practised  upon  any  less  solid  foundation 

fimd  himself  on  such  principles  ?  or,  if  he  can  than  the  power  itself.   If  then  all  dominion  of 

defend  himself  on  such  principles,  is  it  pos-  man  over  man  is  the  effect  of  the  divine  disposi- 

aible  to  deny  the  conclusion,  that  no  man  in  lion,  it  is  bound  by  the  eternal  laws  of  Him,  that 

India  has  a  security  for  any  thing,  but  by  being  gave  it,  with  which  no  human  authority  can 

lotally  independent  of  tlie  British  government  ?  dispense ;  neither  he,  that  exercises  it,  nor 

Here  be  has  declared  his  opinion,  that  he  is  a  even  those,  who  are  subject  to  it :  and,  if 

despotic  prince,  that  he  is  to  use  arbitrary  they  were  mad  enough  to  make  an  exjuress 

power,  and  of  course  all  his  acts  are  covered  compact,  that  should  release  their  magistrate 

with  that  shield.    "  Jknowy  says  he,  the  con-  from  his  duty,  and  should  declare  their  lives, 

ttitmtion  of  Ana  only  Jrom  its  practice  J*    Will  liberties,  and  properties  dependent  upon,  not 

year  lordships  submit  to  hear  Uie  corrupt  prac-  rules  and  laws,  but  his  mere  capricious  will, 

liees  cf  mankind  made  the  principles  of  go-  that  covenant  would  be  void.    The  acceptor 

femment? — No ;  it  will  be  your  pride  and  glory  of  it  has  not  his  authority  increased,  but  he 

In  teach  men  intrusted  with  power,  that,  in  has  his  crime  doubled.    Therefore  can  it  be 

their  use  of  it,  they  are  to  conform  to  principles,  imagined,  if  this  be  true,  that  he  will  suflTer 

ftnd  not  to  draw  iheir  principles  from  the  cor^  this  great  gifl  of  government,  the  greatest,  the 

npt  practice  of  any  man  whatever.     Was  best,  that  was  ever  given  by  God  to  mankind, 

Aere  ever  heard,  or  could  it  be  conceived,  that  to  be  the  plaything  and  the  sport  of  the  feeble 

ft  governour  would  dare  to  heap  up  all  the  evil  will  of  a  man,  who,  by  a  blasphemous,  absurd, 

practices,  all  the  cruelties,  oppressions,  extor-  and  petulant  usurpation,  would  place  his  own 

tions,  corruptions,  briberies,  of  all  the   fero-  feeble,  contemptible,  ridiculous  will  in  tho  place 

fikkua  usurpers,   desperate   robbers,  thieves,  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  justice? 

dieats,  and  jugglers,  that  ever  had  office  from  The  tide  of  conquest  makes  no  difference  at 

Mtf  end  of  Asia  to  another,  and  consolidating  all.    No  conquest  can  give  such  a  right ;  for 

all  this  mass  of  the  crimes  and  absurdities  of  conquest,  that  is  force,  cannot  convert  its  own 

tftrbaroua  domination  into  one  code,  establish  injustice  into  a  just  tide,  by  which  it  may  rule 
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oiben  ftt  its  pleaaare.  By  conquest,  which  is 
a  more  immediate  deeiptation  of  the  hand  of 
God,  the cooquerour  eucceeds  to  all  the  painful 
duties  and  subordination  to  the  power  oif  God, 
which  belonged  to  the  sovereign,  whom  he  has 
displaced,  just  as  if  he  had  come  in  by  the 
positire  law  of  some  descenti  or  some  election. 
To  thb  at  least  he  is  strictly  bound — he  ought 
to  gorem  them,  as  he  governs  his  own  sub- 
jects. But  every  wine  conquerour  has  gone 
much  further  than  he  was  bound  to  go.  It 
has  been  h\i  ambition  and  his  policy  to 
reconcile  the  vanquished  to  his  fortune,  to 
show,  that  they  had  gained  by  the  change, 
to  convert  Uieir  roomcDtary  sufiering  into  a 
long  benefit,  and  to  draw  from  the  humilia- 
tion of  his  enemies  an  accession  to  his  own 
glory.  This  has  been  so  constant  a  prac- 
tice, that  it  is  to  repeat  the  histories*  of  all 
politic  conquerours  in  all  nations  and  in  all 
times ;  and  I  will  not  so  much  distrust  your 
lordships*  enlightened  and  discriminating  stu- 
dies and  correct  memories,  as  to  allude  to  one 
of  them.  I  will  only  show  you,  that  the  court 
of  directors,  trader  whom  he  served,  has  adop- 
ted that  idea,  that  they  constantly  inculcated  it 
to  him,  and  to  all  the  servants,  Uiat  they  run  a 
parallel  between  their  own  and  the  native  go- 
vernment, and  supposing  it  to  be  very  evil  did  not 
hold  it  up  as  an  example  to  be  followed,  but  as 
an  abuse  to  be  corrected  ;  that  they  never  made 
it  a  question,  whether  India  is  to  be  improved 
by  English  law  and  liberty,  or  English  law  and 
liberty  vitiated  by  Indian  corruption. 

No,  my  lords,  this  arbitrary  power  is  not  to 
be  had  by  conquest.  Nor  can  any  sovereign 
have  it  by  succession,  for  no  man  can  succeed 
to  fraud,  rapine,  and  violence ;  neither  by  com- 
pact, covenant,  or  submission, — for  men  can- 
not covenant  themselves  out  of  their  rights  and 
their  duties  ;  nor  by  any  other  means  can  ar- 
bitrary power  be  conveyed  to  any  man.  Those, 
who  give  to  others  such  rights,  perform  acts, 
that  are  void  as  they  are  given,  good  indeed 
and  valid  only  as  tending  to  subject  themselves 
and  those,  who  act  with  them,  to  the  divine 
displeasure  ;  because  morally  there  can  be  no 
such  power.  Those,  who  give,  and  those, 
who  receive,  arbitrary  power  are  alike  criminal ; 
and  there  is  no  man  but  is  bound  to  resist  it  to  the 
best  of  his  power,  wherever  it  shall  show  its 
face  to  the  vrorld.  It  is  a  crime  to  bear  it,  when 
it  can  be  rationally  shaken  off.  Nothing  but 
absolute  impotence  can  justify  men  in  not  re* 
sisting  it  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability. 

Law  and  arbitrary  power  are  in  eternal 
enmity.  Name  me  a  magistrate,  and  I  will 
name  property ;  name  me  power,  and  I  will 
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name  protactioo.  It  is  a  eontn^ediail 
terms  ;  it  is  blasphemy  in  religion;  it  ii  vi^ 
edness  in  politics,  to  say,  that  any  msn  cf 
have  arbitrary  power.  In  every  ptteat  i 
office  the  duty  is  included.  For  wbat  dn 
does  a  magistrate  exist  ?  To  suppose  k 
power  is  an  absurdity  in  idea.  Jod^ai 
guided  and  governed  by  the  eternal  Uni  4 
justice,  to  which  we  are  all  subject.  We  wnj 
bite  our  chains  if  we  will,  but  we  dull  tie 
made  to  know  ourselves,  and  be  tang^Ait 
man  is  bom  to  be  governed  by  law ;  tod  b^ 
that  will  substitute  wiU  in  the  place  of  it,  ii 
an  enemy  to  God. 

Despotism  does  not  in  the  smallest  dejree 
abrogate,  alter,  or  lessen  any  one  duty  of  uj 
one  relation  of  life,  or  weaken  the  Ibrce  m 
obligation  of  any  one  engagement  or  cootnet 
whatsoever.  Despotism,  if  it  means  any  thi^i 
that  is  at  all  defensible,  means  a  mode  oTgo* 
vemment,  bound  by  no  written  rules,  and  oh 
erced  by  no  controulling  magistracies,  or  wd 
settled  orders  in  the  state.  But  if  it  bis  ■• 
written  law,  it  neither  does,  nor  can,  caseel 
the  primeval,  indefeasible,  imalterable  lawoC 
nature,  and  of  nations ;  and  if  no  magistracies 
controul  its  exertions,  those  exertions  nunt  d^ 
rive  their  limitation  and  direction  either  fron 
the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  ruler,  or  from 
downright  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  subject  by 
rebellion,  divested  of  all  its  criminal  qualities. 
The  moment  a  sovereign  removes  the  idea  of 
security  and  protection  from  his  subjects,  lod 
declares,  that  he  is  every  thing,  and  thej 
nothing,  when  he  declares,  that  no  contract  he 
makes  with  them  can  or  ought  to  bind  him,  he 
then  declares  war  upon  them.  He  is  no  lon^ 
sovereign ;  they  are  no  longer  subjects. 

No  man,  therefore,  has  a  right  to  arbitrary 
power.    But  the  thought,  which  is  suggested 
by  the  depravity  of  him,  who  brings  it  fonrard, 
is  supported  by  a  gross  confusion  of  ideas  and 
principles,  which  your  lordships  well  kno«i 
how  to  discern  and  separate.     It  is  manifest, 
that  in  the   eastern  governments,   and  the 
western,  and  in  all  governments,  the  supresie 
power  in  the  state  cannot,  whibt  that  state 
subsists,  be  rendered  criminally  responsible  lor 
its  actions ;  otherwise  it  would  not  be  the 
supreme  power.    It  is  certainly  true ;  bat  the 
actions  do  not  change  their  nature  by  kising 
their  responsibility.  The  arbitrary  acts,  which 
are  unpunished,  are  not  the  less  vitious,  thoo^ 
none  but  Grod,  the  conscience,  and  the  opi- 
nions of  mankind  take  cognizance  of  them. 

It  is  not  merely  so  in  this  or  that  govern- 
ment, but  in  all  countries.  The  king  in  this 
country  is  tmdoiibtedly  unaooountable  (or  hii 
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aetkms.    Tlie  House  of  Lords,  if  it  should  This  is  de  facto  the  state  of  our  Indian 

ever  exercise,  (Grod  forbid  I  should  suspect  it  government.     But  to  establish  it  so  in  right  as 

would  ever  do  what  it  has  never  done,)  but  well  as  in  fact,  is  a  thing  left  for  us  to  begin 

if  it  should  ever  abuse  its  judicial  power,  and  with, — the  first  of  mankind. 

give  such  a  judgment  as  it  ought  not  to  give,  For  a  subordinate,  arbitrary,  or  even  despo- 

whether  from  fear  of  popular  clamour  on  the  tic  power  never  was  heard  of  in  right,  claim, 

one  hand,  or  predilection  to  the  prisoner  on  the  or  authorized  practice.    Least  of  all  has  it 

other;   if  they  abuse  their  judgments,  there  is  been  heard  of  in  the  eastern  governments, 

BO  calling  them  to  an  account  for  it.    And  where  all  the  instances  of  severity  and  cruelty 

ao,  if  the  Commons  should  abuse  their  power, —  fall  upon  govemours,   and  persons  intrusted 

Bay,  if  they  should  have  been  so  greatly  delin-  with  power.  This  would  be  a  gross  contradic- 

qiient  as  not  to  have  prosecuted  this  offender,  tion.    Before  Mr.  Hastings  none  ever  came 

tbej could  not  be  accountable  for  it ;  there  is  before  his  superiours  to  claim  it;  because,  if 

BO  punishing  them  for  their  acts,  because  we  any  such  thing  could  exist,  he  claims  the  very 

exercise  a  part  of  the  supreme  power.   But  are  power  of  that  sovereign,  who  calls  him  to 

tbey  less  criminal,  less  rebellious  against  the  account. 

Divine  Majesty  ?  are  they  less  hateful  to  man.  But  suppose  a  man  to  come  before  us,  deny- 

wbose  opinions  they  ought  to  cultivate  as  far  ing  all  the  benefits  of  law  to  the  people  under 

as  they  are  just  ?    No.    Till  society  fall  into  him, — and  yet,  when  he  is  called  to  account, 

B  state  of  dissolution,  they  cannot  be  account-  to  claim  all  the  benefits  of  that  law,  which  was 

able  for  their  acts.    But  it  is  from  confounding  made  to  screen  mankind  from  the  excesses  of 

tfte  unaccountable  character,  inherent  in  the  power:  such  a  claim,  I  will  venture  to  say,  is 

mipreme  power,  with  arbitrary  power,  that  all  a  monster,  that  never  existed  except  in  the  wild 

diis  confusion  of  ideas  has  arisen.  imagination  of  some  theorist.    It  cannot  bo 

Even  up<ni  a  supposition,   that  arbitrary  admitted,  because  it  is  a  perversion  of  the 

power  can  exist  any  where,  which  we  deny  fundamental  principle,  that  every  power,  given 

totally,  and  which  your  lordships  will  be  the  for  the  protection  of  the  people  below,  should 

first  and  proudest  to  deny,  still  absolute,  sit-  be  responsible  to  the  power  above.    It  is  to 

j^me  dominion  was  never  conferred  or  dele-  suppose,  that  the  people  shall  have  no  laws 

gated  by  you;  much  less,  arbitrary  power,  with  regard  to  Aim,  yet  whence  comes  to  be 

which  never  did  in  any  case,  nor  ever  will  in  tried,  he  shall  claim  the  protection  of  those 

aay  case,  time  or  country,  produce  any  one  of  laws,  which  were  made  to  secure  the  people 

the  ends  of  just  government.  from  his  violence  ;  that  he  shall  claim  a  fair 

It  is  true,  that  the  supreme  power  in  every  trial,  an  equitable  hearing,  every  advantage 

constitution  d[  government  must  be  absolute ;  of  counsel,  (God  forbid  he  should  not  have 

and  this  may  be  corrupted  into  the  arbitrary,  them,)  yet  that  the  people  under  him  shall 

But  all  good  constitutions  have   established  have  none  of  those  advantages.     The  reverse 

certain  fixed  rules  for  the  exercise  of  their  func-  is  the  principle  of  every  just  and  rational  pro- 

tions,  which  they  rarely  or  ever  depart  from,  cedure.    For  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to 

and  which  rules  form  the  security  against  that  use  but  their  natural  faculties,  ought  to  be 

worst  of  evils,  the  government  of  will  and  gently  dealt  with ;  but  those,  who  are  intrusted 

force  instead  of  wisdom  and  justice.  with  an  artificial  and  instituted  authority,  have 

But  though  the  supreme  power  is  in  a  si-  in  their  hands  a  great  deal  of  the  force  of 

tuation  resembling  arbitrary,  yet  never  was  other  people ;  and  as  their  temptations  to  injus- 

there  heard  of  in  the  history  of  the  world,  that  tice  are  greater,  so  their  means  are  infinitely 

is,  in  that  mixed  chaos  of  human  wisdom  and  more   effectual   for  mischief  by  turning    the 

folly,   such   a  thing  as  an  intermediate  arbi-  powers  given  for  the  preservation  of  society 

trary  power — that  is,  of  an  officer  of  govern-  to  its  destruction ;  so  that  if  an  arbirary  pro- 

Baeat,   who  is  to   exert  authority  over   the  cedure  be  justifiable,  a  strong  one  lam  sure  is, 

people  without  any  law  at  all,  and  who  is  to  it  is  when  used  against  those,  who  pretend  to 

luive  the  benefit  of  all  laws,  and  all  forms  of  law,  use  it  against  others. 

when  he  is  called  to  an  account.  For  that  is  My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say  of  the  govern- 
to  let  a  wild  beast  (for  such  is  a  man  without  ments  of  Asia,  that  none  of  them  ever  had  an 
law)  loose  upon  the  people  to  prey  on  them  arbitrary  power;  and,  if  any  governments  had 
at  his  pleasure ;  whilst  all  the  laws,  which  an  arbitrary  power,  they  cannot  delegate  it  to 
ought  to  secure  the  people  against  the  abuse  of  any  persons  under  them ;  that  is,  they  cannot 
power,  are  employed  to  screen  that  abuse  so  delegate  it  to  others  as  not  to  leave  them 
against   the  cries  of  the  people.  accountable  on  the  principles,  upon  which  it 
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was  fiwn.     At  this  ia  a  oontradiction  in  to  na  of  the  gofwaaenta  he  «p|)eah  to  »M 

ternw,  a  groaa  abaordity  aa  well  as  a  mooatroua  of  th«  GraDd  Saignior,  the  eanperour  of  tb 

wickedneaa.  let  me  say,  for  the  honour  of  ho-  Torka— A  an  arbitrary  pomer !  Whj  ha  ha 

man  nature,  that  although  undoubtedly  we  may  not  the  aupreme  power  of  hia  own  oouati^ 

speak  it  with  the  pride  of  England,  that  we  Every  one  knowa,  that  the  CSrand  Seignnr  ■ 

hare  better  institutions  for  the  preservation  exalted  high  in  fitfc«,aa  our  prerogative  lawfca 

of  the  riffhts  of  men,  than  any  other  country  in  exalt  an  abatract  aovereign,  and  he  caanotU 

the  world ;  yet  I  will  vonture  to  say,  that  no  exalted  higher  in  our  hooka.     I  aay  he  is  ^ 

country  has  wholly  meant,  or  ever  meant,  to  atitute  of  the  first  character  of  so¥ereign  power, 

give  this  power.  He  cannot  lay  a  tax  upon  hia  people. 

As  it  cannot  exist  in  right  on  any  rational        The  next  part,  in   which  he  misaes  of  a 

and  solid  principles  d  government,  so  neither  aovereign  power,  is,  that  he  cannot  dispose  of 

does  it  exist  in  the  constitution  of  oriental  the  life,  of  the  proper^,  or  of  the  liberty  of  aiy 

governments,  and  I  do  insist  upon  it,  that  of  hia  aubjects,  but  by  what  ia  called  the  j^b, 

oriental  governments  know  nothing  of  arbitrary  or  sentence  of  the  law.     He  cannot  dedare 

power.    I  have  taken  as  much  pains  as  I  could  peace  or  war  without  the  aame  sentmce  d 

to  examine  into  the  constitutions  of  them.    I  the  law ;  so  much  is  he,  noore  than  Eivopeu 

have  been  endeavouring  to  inform  myself  at  all  aovereigns,  a  subject  of  atrict  law,  that  he  caa- 

times  on  this  subject ;  of  late,  my  duty  has  led  not  declare  war  or  peace  without  it.    Tlaa, 

me  to  a  more  minute  inspection  of  them,  and  I  if  he  can  neitl^r  totich  life  nw  property,  tf  In 

do  challenge  the  whole  race  of  man  to  show  me  cannot  lay  a  tax  on  his  snbjecta,  or  dedare 

any  of  the  oriental  govemours  claiming  to  peace  or  war,  I  leave  it  to  your  kHxbbipi^ 

themselves  a  right  to  act  by  arbitrary  will.  judgment,  whether  he  can  he  called,  acoordiB{ 

The  greatest  part  of  Asia  is  under  Maho-  to  the  principles  of  that  coDstitutim,  an  arbi- 
medan  governments.  To  name  a  Mahcmiedan  trary  power.  A  Turkish  sovereign,  ifhe  sboski 
government,  is  to  name  a  government  by  law.  be  judged  by  the  body  of  that  law  to  have  act- 
It  is  a  law  enforced  by  stronger  sanctions  than  ed  against  its  principles,  (unless  he  happen 
any  law,  that  can  bind  a  Christian  sovereign,  to  be  secured  by  a  facti(A  of  the  aoUMiy)  ii 
Their  law  is  believed  to  be  given  by  Crod,  and  liable  to  be  deposed  on  the  sentence  of  that  law, 
it  has  the  double  sanction  dt  law  and  of  reli-  and  hia  successour  comes  in  under  the  strict 
gion,  with  which  the  prince  is  no  more  autho-  limitations  c€  the  antient  law  of  that  country: 
rized  to  dispense  than  any  one  else.  And,  if  neither  can  he  hold  his  place,  dispose  <^  Ui 
any  man  will  produce  the  Koran  to  me,  and  succession,  or  take  any  one  step  whatever, 
will  but  show  me  one  text  in  it,  that  authorizes  without  being  bound  by  law.  Thus  modi  wmj 
in  any  degree  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  go-  be  said,  when  gentlemen  talk  of  the  afliirs  of 
vernment,  I  will  confess,  that  I  have  read  that  Asia,  as  to  the  nearest  of  Asiatic  sovereigns; 
book,  and  been  conversant  in  the  affairs  oi  and  he  is  more  Asiatic  than  European,  he  is  a 
Asia,  in  vain.  There  is  not  such  a  syllable  Mahomedan  sovereign  ;  and  no  Mahomedaa 
in  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  against  oppressoura  is  bom,  who  can  exercise  any  arbitrary  power 
by  name  every  letter  of  that  law  is  fulminated,  at  all,  consistently  with  their  constitution :  in- 
There  are  interpreters  established  throughout  somuch  that  this  chief  magistrate,  who  is  the 
all  Asia,  to  explain  that  law,  an  order  of  priest-  highest  executive  power  among  tiiem,  b  Ae 
hood,  whom  they  call  men  of  the  law.  These  very  person,  who,  by  the  constitution  of  tbe 
men  are  conservators  of  the  law ;  and,  to  enable  country,  is  the  most  fettered  by  law. 
them  to  preserve  it  in  its  perfection,  they  are  Corruption  is  the  true  cause  crf'the  loss  of  all 
secured  from  the  resentment  of  the  sovereign,  the  benefits  of  the  constitution  of  that  oountry. 
fur  he  cannot  touch  them.  Even  their  khi^  The  practice  of  Asia,  as  the  gentleman  at  your 
are  not  always  vested  with  a  real  supreme  bar  has  thought  fit  to  say,  is  what  he  holds  to; 
power;  but  the  government  is  in  some  degree  the  constitution  ho  flies  away 'from.  The 
republican.  question  is,  whether  you  will  take  the  coosti- 

To  bring  this  point  a  little  nearer  home,  tution  of  the  country  as  your  rule,  at  tbe  base 

since  we  are  challenged  thus,  since  we  are  led  practices  of  those   usurpers,  robbers,  and  ty- 

into  Asia,  since  we  are  called  upon  to  make  rants,  who  have  subverted  it     Undoubtedly 

good  our  charge  on  the  principles  of  the  govern-  much  blood,  murder,  false  imprisonment,  much 

ments  there,  rather  than  on  those  of  our  own  peculation,  cruelty  and  robbery  are  to  be  fbond 

country,  (which  I  trust  your  lordships  will  in  Asia ;  and  if,  instead  of  going  to  the  saered 

oblige  him  finally  to  be  governed  by,  puffed  up  laws  of  the  country,  he  chooses  to  resort  to  die 

as  he  is  with  the  insolence  of  Asia,)  the  nearest  iniquitous  practices  of  it,  and  practices  afitb<h 
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rised  only  by  public  tumuk,  contention,  war,  if  there  is  arbitrary  power,  there  can  be  no 

and  riot,  he  may  indeed  find  as  clear  an  ao-  institutes. 

quittal  in  the  practices,  as  he  would  find  coo-  As  to  the  institutes  of  Tamerlane ;  here 
oemnation  in  the  institutions  of  it.  He  has  they  are  in  their  original,  and  here  is  a  tran- 
rejected  the  law  of  England.  Your  lordships  slation.  I  have  carefully  read  every  part  off 
will  not  suffer  it.  God  forbid !  F(Mr  my  part  these  institutes ;  and  if  any  one  shows  me  one 
I  should  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  let  him  word  in  them,  in  which  the  prince  claims  in 
dioose  his  law — ^Mahomedan,  Tartarean,  himself  arbitrary  power,  I  again  repeat,  that  I 
GtotA.  But  if  he  disputes,  as  he  does,  the  shall  for  my  own  part  coi^ess,  that  I  have 
authority  of  an  act  (^parliament,  let  him  state  brought  myself  to  great  shame.  There  is  no 
to  me  that  law,  to  wluch  he  means  to  be  sub-  book  in  the  world,  I  believe,  which  contains 
ject,  or  any  law,  which  he  knows,  that  will  noUer,  more  just,  more  manly,  more  pious 
jOBtify  his  actions.  I  am  not  authorized  to  say,  principles  of  government  than  this  book,  called 
tbal  I  shall,  even  in  that  case,  give  up  what  is  the  Institutions  of  Tamerlane.  Nor  is  there 
not  in  me  to  give  up,  because  I  represent  an  one  word,  of  arbitrary  power  in  it,  much  less 
authority,  of  which  I  must  stand  in  awe ;  but,  of  that  arbitrary  power,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
ftr  myself,  I  shall  confess,  that  I  am  brou^t  supposes  himself  justified  by ;  namely  a  dele- 
to  public  shame,  and  am  not  fit  to  manage  the  gated,  subordinate,  arbitrary  power.  So  far 
mat  interests  committed  to  my  charge.  I  was  that  great  prince  fi^m  permitting  this 
dlerefiire  again  repeat  of  that  Asiatic  govern-  gross,  violent,  intermediate,  arbitrary  power, 
■sent,  with  which  we  are  best  acquainted,  that  1  will  venture  to  say,  the  chief  thing,  by 
which  has  been  constituted  more  in  obedience  to  which  he  has  reccommended  himself  to  poste- 
die  laws  (^Mahomed,  than  any  other, — that  the  rity,  was  a  most  direct  declaration  of  all  the 
sovereign  cannot,  agreeably  to  that  constitu-  wrath  and  indignaticHi  of  the  supreme  govem- 
tion,  exercise  any  arbitrary  power  whatever,  ment  against  it.  But  here  is  the  book.  It 
The  next  point  for  us  to  consider  is,  whether  ccmtains  the  institutes  of  the  founder  of  the 
or  no  the  Mahomedan  constitution  of  India  Mogul  empire,  lefl  as  a  sacred  legacy  to  hia 
authorizes  tfiat  power.  The  gentleman  at  posterity,  as  a  rule  for  their  conduct,  and  as  a 
your  lordships*  bar  has  thought  proper  to  say,  aieans  of  preserving  their  power. 
diat  it  will  be  happy  for  India  (though  Booa  "  BE  it  known  to  my  fortunate  sons,  tha 
after  he  tells  you  it  is  an  happiness  they  can  conquerours  of  kingdoms,  to  my  mighty  de» 
nerer  enjoy)  "  when  the  despotic  institutes  of  scendants,  the  lords  of  the  earth,  that,  since  I 
Gteng^iE  KhAn  or  Tamerlane  shall  give  place  have  hope  in  Almighty  God,  that  many  of  my 
to  the  liba'al  spirit  of  a  British  legislature ;  children,  descendants  and  posterity,  riiall  sit 
and,"  says  he,  "  I  shall  be  amply  satisfied  in  upon  the  throne  of  power  and  regal  authori^  ; 
my  present  prosecution,  if  it  shall  tend  to  has-  upon  this  account,  having  establi^ed  laws  and 
ten  the  approach  of  an  event  so  beneficial  to  regulations  for  the  well  governing  of  my  dom>> 
die  great  ii^rests  of  mankind."  nions,  I  have  collected  together  those  regulationa 
My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  he  says  about  and  laws  as  a  model  for  others ;  to  die  end 
an  act  of  parliament  Do  you  not  now  think  that  every  one  of  my  chiklren,  descendants  and 
it  rather  an  extraordinary  tlung,  that  any  Bri-  posterity,  acting  i^pfeeahly  thereto,  my  power 
ti^  subject  should,  in  vindication  of  the  au-  and  empire,  which  I  acquired  through  hard^ 
thmity  which  he  has  exercised,  here  quote  the  ships,  and  difficulties,  and  perils,  and  bloodshed, 
names  and  institutes,  as  he  calls  them,  of  by  the  divine  favour  and  by  the  influence  d'tho 
fierce  conquerours,  c^  men,  who  were  the  hdy  religion  of  Mahomed,  (God's  peace  be 
aeonrges  of  mankind,  whose  power  was  a  upon  him,)  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  pow- 
power,  which  they  held  by  force  only  ?  erful  descendants  and  iUustrious  followers  of 

•As  to  the  ustitutes  of  Grenghiz  EMn,  which  that  prophet,  may  be  by  them  preserved. 

he  calls  arbitraly  institutes,  I  never  saw  them.  ''And  let  them  make  these  regulations  the 

If  he  has  that  book,  he  will  oblige  the  public  rule  of  their  conduct  in  the  affairs  of  their  em- 

bj  producing  it.    I  have  seen  a  book  existing  pire,  that  the  fortuna  and  the  power,  which 

caUed  Tassa  of  Gtenghiz  Kh4n  ;  the  other  I  shall  descend  from  me  to  them,  may  be  safe 

never  saw.    If  there  be  any  part  of  it  to  justify  fix>m  discord  and  dissolution. 

arlMtrary  power,  he  will  produce  it.    But,  if  "  Now  therefore  be  it  known  to  my  sons, 

we  may  judge  by  those  ten  precepts  of  Gen-  the  fortunate  and  the   illustrious,  to  my  de- 

ghiz  Kh&n,  whi(^  we  have,  there  is  not  a  sha-  scendants,  the  mighty  subduers  of  kmgdomsy 

dow  of  arbitrary  power  to  be  found  in  any  one  that,  in  l^e  manner  as  I  by  twelve  maxima^ 

of  them.  Institutes  of  arbitrary  power  ?  Why,  which  I  established  as  the  rule  of  my  eondoot 
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attained  to  regal  dignity,  and  with  the  ama-  '*  And  when  I  clothed  mjaelf  in  theibbfl 

tance  of  these  maxims  conquered  and  govern-  of  empire,  I  shut  my  eyes  to  safety,  and  to  the 

•d  kingdoms,  and  decorated  and  adomnd  the  repose,  which  is   found    on  the   bed  of  eaie. 

throne  of  my  empire,  let  them  also  act  aocor-  And  from  the  twelfth  yewr  of  my  age  I  trtvel- 

ding  to  these   regulations,  and   preserve  the  led  over  countries,  and  combated  diffictdtiei, 

aplendour  of  mine  and  their  dominions.  and  formed  enterprises,  and  vanquished  amies; 

"  And  among  the  rules,  which  I  established  and  experienced  mutinies   among  my  offiooi 

for   the  support  of  my  glory  and  empire,  the  and  my  soldiers,  and  was  familiarized  to  the 

First  was  this — That  I  promoted  the  worship  language  of  disobedience  ;  and  I  opposed  them 

of  Almighty  God,  and  propagated  the  religion  wiUi  policy  and  with  fortitude,  and  I  hazarded 

of  the  sacred  Mahomed  throughout  the  world  ;  my  person  in  the  hour  of  dangcMr ;  until  ia  tiw 

and  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  supported  end  I  vanquished  kingdoms  and  empires,  aod 

the  true  faith.  established  the  glory  of  my  name. 

"  Secondly :    With  the  people  of  the  twelve  "  SuHhty :  By  justice  and  equi^  I  gamed  die 

classes  and  tribes  1  conquered  and  governed  affections  of  the  people  of  Gkxl ;  and  I  extended 

kmgdoms  ;  and  with  them  I  strengthened  the  my  clemency  to  the  guilty  as  well  as  to  the  in* 

pillars  of  my  fortime,  and  from  them  I  formed  nocent ;  and  I  passed  that  sentence,  which  tradi 

my  assembly.  required :  and  by  benevolence  I  gained  a  place 

"  Thirdly :    By  consultation,  and  delibera-  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  and  by  rewards  and  pcuudt- 

tion,  and  provident  measures,  by  caution,  and  ments  I  kept  both  my  troops  and  my  subjects 

by  vigilance,  I  vanquished  armies,  and  I  re-  divided  between  hope  and  fear.    And  I  com- 

duced  kingdoms  to  my  authority.    And  I  car-  passionated  the  lower  ranks  of  my  people,  aod 

ned  on  the  business  of  my  empire  by  comply-  those,  who  were  distressed.    Aiid  I  gave  gifls 

ing  with  times  and  occasions,  and  by  gene-  to  the  soldiers. 

rosity,  and  by  patience,  and  by  policy ;  and  I  **  And  I  delivered  the  oppressed  from  die 

acted  with  courteousness  towards  my  friends  hand  of  the  oppressour;  and,  afler  proof  of  the 

and  towards  my  enemies.  oppression,  whether   on   the  proporty  or  die 

<*  Fotarthiy  :  By  order  and  by  discipline  I  person,  the  decision,  which  I  passed  betweea 

regulated  the  concerns  of  my  government ;  and  them,  was  agreeable  to  the  sacred  law.    And  1 

by  discipline  and  by  order  I  so  firmly  establish-  did  not  cause  any  one  person  to  suffer  fi)r  die 

ed  my  authority,  th  at  the  ameers  and  the  vi  ziers,  guilt  of  another . 

and  the  soldiers,  and  the  subjects,  could  not  as-  "^  Those,  who  had  done  me  injuries,  who  had 

pire  beyond  their  respective  degrees;  and  every  attacked  my  person  in  battle,  and  had  coud- 

one  of  them  was  the  keeper  of  his  own  station,  teracted  my  schemes  and  enterprises,  f^ien 

"  F]fVUy  :   I   gave  encouragement  to  my  they  threw  themselves  on  my  mercy,  I  recei- 

ameers,  and  to  my  soMiers,  and  with  money  ved  them  with  kindness ;  T  conferred  on  tbea 

and  with  jewels  I  made  them  glad  of  heart ;  additional  honours,  and  I  drew  the  pen  of  oUi- 

and  I  permitted  them  to  come  into  the  banquet ;  vion  over  their  evil  actions.     And  I  treated 

And  in  the  field  of  blood  they  hazarded  their  (hem  in  such  sort,  that  if  suspicion  remained 

lives.    And  I  withheld  not  from  them  my  gold  in  their  hearts,  it  was  plucked  out  entirely, 

nor  my  silver.    And  I  educated  and  trained  <<  SevenMy :  I  selected  out,  and  treated  widi 

them  to  arms  ;  and  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  esteem  and  veneration  the  posterity  of  the  pro- 

I  myself  shared  fti  their  labours,  and  in  their  phet,  and  the  theologians,  and  the  teachers  of 

hardships,  until  with  the  arm  of  fortitude  and  the  true  faith,  and  the   philosophers,  and  die 

resolution,  and  with  the  unanimity  of  my  chiefe,  historians.    And  I  loved  men  of  courage  aod 

and  my  generals,  and  my  warriours,  by  the  valour ;  for  God  Almighty  loved  the  brave, 

edge  of  the  sword  I  obtained  possession  of  the  And  I  associated  with  good  and  learned  men; 

thrones  of  seven-and-twenty  kings ;  and  be-  and  I  gained  their  affections,  and  I  entreated 

came  the  king  and  the  -ruler  of  the  kingdoms  their  support,  and  I  sought  success  from  their 

of  Eracen  and  of  Tooraun ;  and  of  Room,  and  holy  prayers.    And  I  loved  the  dervi^es  and 

of  Mughrib,  and  of  Shaum  ;  and  of  Missur,  the  poor  ;  and  I  oppressed  them  not  ;  neither 

and  of  Erank-a*Amib,  and  ofAjjum;  and  of  did  I  exclude  them  from  my  favour.    And  I 

Mauzinduraun,andofKylaunaut;andofShur-  permitted  not  the  evil  and  the  malevolent  to 

vaunauf,  and  of  Azzurbauejaun ;  and  of  Fauris,  enter  into  my  council ;  and  I  acted  not  by  thck 

and  of  Khorausaun ;  and  of  the  Dusht  of  J  itteh,  advice :  and  I  listened  not  to  their  inslnuatioDS 

and  the  Dusht  of  Kipchauk ;  and  of  Khauruzm ,  to  the  prejudice  of  others, 

and  of  Khuttun,  and  of  Kauboolistaun ;  and  of  "  Eighthly  :  I  acted  with  resolution ;  and  on 

Hiodostaun,  and  <^Baukhtur  Zemeen.  whatever  undertaking  I  resolved,  I  made  that 
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the  only  object  of  my  attention :  I  forgot  not  the  merit  of  his  attachment,  and  I 

rew  not  ray  hand  from  that  enter-  acted  towards  him  with  kindness  and  gene- 

]  had  brought  it  to  a  conclusion,  rosity ;  and  whoever  had  rendered  me  services, 

I  according  to  that,  which  I  said.  I  mpaid  the  value  of  those  services  unto  him. 

not  with  severity  towards  any  one.  And  whoever  had  been  my  enemy,  and  was 

)t  oppressive  in  any  ofmy  actions ;  ashamed  therec^,  and  flying  to  me  for  pro- 

imighty  might  not  deal  severely  tection,  humbled  himself  before  me,  I  forgot 

nor  render  my  own  actions  oppres-  his  enmity,  and  I  purchased  him  with  libe- 

!.  rality  and  kindness. 

inquired  of  learned  men  into  the  "  In  such  manner  Share  Behraum,  the  chief 

gulations  of  antient  princes  from  of  a  tribe,  was  along  with  me.   And  he  left  me 

Idam  to  those  o£  the  prophet,  and  in  the  hour  of  action ;  and  he  united  with  the 

^s  of  the  prophet  down  to  this  enemy,  and  he  drew  forth  his  sword  against 

I  weighed  their  institutions,  and  me.    And  at  length,  my  salt,  which  he  had 

:,  and  their  opinicms,  one  by  one.  eaten,  seized  upon  him  ;  and  he  again  fled  to 

leir  approved  manners,  and  their  mo  for  refuge,  and  humbled  himself  before  me. 

:s,  I  selected  models.    And  I  in-  As  he  was  a  man  of  illustrious  descent,  and  of 

the  causes  of  the  subversion  of  bravery,  and  of  experience,  I  covered  my  eyes 

auid  I  shunned  those  actions,  which  from  his  evil  actions  ;  and  I  magnified  him, 

lestruction  and  overthrow  of  regal  and  I  exalted  him  to  a  superiour  rank,  and  I 

And  from  cruelty  and  from  oppres-  pardoned  his  dtsloyalty  in  consideration  of  his 

ire  the  destroyers  of  posterity,  and  valour. 

of  famine  and  of  plagues,  I  found  "  Eleventhhf  :  My  children,  and  my  relations, 

to  abstain.  and  my  associates,  and  my  neighbours,  and 

r  The  situation  of  my  people  was  such  as  had  been  comiected  with  me,  aTl  these 

me.    And  those,  who  were  great  I  distinguished  in  the  da3rs  of  my  fortune  and 

],  I  considered  as  my  brethren ;  prosperity,  and  I  paid  unto  them  their  due. 

ed  the  poor  as  my  children.    And  And   with  respect  to  my  family,  I  rent  not 

lelf  acquainted  with  the  tempers  asunder  the  bands  of  consanguinity  and  mercy; 

positions  of  the  people  of  every  and  I  issued  not  commands  to  slay  them,  or  to 

of  every  city.    And  I  contracted  bind  them  with  chains, 

vith  the  citizens,  and  the  chiefi,  "  And  I  dealt  with  every  man,  whatever 

» ;  and  I  appointed  over  them  go-  the  judgment  I  had  Ibrmed  of  him,  according 

ipted  to  their  manners,  and  their  to  my  own  opinion  of  his  worth.     As  I  had 

,  and  their  wishes.    And  I  knew  seen  much  of  prosperitjr  and  adversity,  and 

tances  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  had  acquired  knowledge  and  experience,  I  con- 

Ind  in  every  kingdom  I  appointed  ducted  myself  with  caution,  and  with  policy, 

itelligence,  men  of  truth  and  into-  towards  my  friends  and  towards  my  enemies, 

tiey  might  send  me  information  of  "  TwelfVtfy  :  Soldiers,  whether  associates 

and  the  behaviour,  and  the  actions,  or  adversaries,  I  held  in  esteem ;  those,  who 

iners,  of  the  troops  and  of  the  in-  sell  their  permanent  happiness  to  perishable 

nd  of  every  occurrence,  that  might  honour,  and  throw  themselves  into  the  fields  of 

»  among  them.    And,  if  I  dis-  daughter,  and  battle,  and  hazard  their  lives 

ht  contrary  to  their  information,  I  in  the  hour  of  danger, 

lishment  on  the  intelligencer ;  and  "  And  the  man,  who  drew  his  sword  on  tho 

Dstance  of  cruelty  and  oppression  side  of  my  enemy,  and  committed  hostilities 

mours,  and  in  tho  troops,  and  in  against  me,  and  preserved  his  fidelity  to  his 

nts,  which  reached  my  ears^  I  chas-  master,  him  I  greatly  honoured :  and  when 

Jbly  to  justice  and  equity.  such  a  man  came  unto  me,  knowing  his  worth, 

f:  Whatever  tribe,  and  whatever  I  classed  him  with  my  faithful  associates;  and 

ler  Toork  or  Tac!,|^eek,  or  Arrub,  I  respected  and  valued  his  fideli^  and  his 

«me  in  unto  me,  I  received  their  attachment. 

distinction  and  respect,  and  their  '    "  And  the  soldier,  who  forgot  his  duty  and 

tonoured  according  to  their  degrees  his  honour,  and  in  the  hour  of  action  turned 

tations,  and  to  die  good  among  his  face  firom  his  master,  and  came  in  unto 

good,  and  the  evil  I  delivered  over  me,  I  c(»isidered  as  the  most  detestable  of 

actions.  men. 

Iioever  attached  himself  unto  me,  **  And  in  the  war  betwe^  Touktummisb 
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Khaun,  huaineeni  forgot  their  duty  to  Took-  make  us  execrate  them,  it  has  been  upon  g»> 

tummish,  who  was  their  master  and  my  foe,  veroours,  who   have  abused  dieir  trust,  and 

and  sent  proposals  and  wrote  letters  unto  me.  that  this  yery  oriental  authority,  to  which  Mr. 

And  I  uttered  execrations  upon  them,  because  Hastings  appeab,  would  hare  condemned  him 

unmindful  of  that,  which  they  owed  to  their  to  a  dreadful  punishment.    I  thankGod,andI 

k>rd,  they  had  thrown  aside  their  honour  and  say  it  from  my  heart,  that  eren  ibr  his  enoi^ 

their  duty,  and  came  in  unto  me.   I  said  unto  mous  offences  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  aDj 

myself,  what  fidelity  have  they  observed  to  thing  like  such  punishments.    God  forbid,  that 

their  liege  Uxd  1  what  fidelity  will  they  show  we  should  not  as  much  detest  out  of  the  wty, 

unto  me?  mad,  fiirious,  and  unequal  ponirimiaits,  as  we 

*<  And,  behokl,  it  was  known  unto  me  by  «i-  detest  enormous  and  abommable  crimes ;  be- 

perience,  that  every  empire,  which  is  not  estsi-  cause  a  severe  and  cruel  penalty  for  a  crime 

blished  in  morality  and  religion,  nor  strength-  of  a  light  nature  is  as  bad  and  iniquitous  as  the 

ened  by  regulations  and  laws,  from  that  cm-  crime,  whidi  it  pretends  to  punish.     As  the 

pire  all  order,  grandeur,  and  power  shall  pass  instances  I  allude  to  are  curious,  and  as  thej 

away.    And  that  empire  may  be  likened  unto  go  to  the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastmgs's  defence, 

a  naked  man,  who,  when  exposed  to  view,  I  shall  beg  to  quote  them, 

commandeth  the  eye  of  modesty  to  be  covered ;  The  first  is  upon  a  govemour,  who  did, 

and  it  is  like  unto  a  house,  which  hath  neither  what  Mr.  Hastings  says  he  has  a  power  del^ 

roof  nor  gates,  nor  defences ;  into  which,  who-  gated  to  him  to  do ;  he  levied  a  tax  without  the 

ever  willeth,  may  enter  unmolested.  consent  of  his  master.    "  Some  years  after  n^ 

*' Therefore,  I  established  the  foundation  departure  from   Com,  (says   TViveniter,)  the 

of  my  empire  on  the  morality  and  the  religion  govemour  had,  of  his  own  accord,  and  without 

of  Islaum ;  and  by  regulations  and  laws,  I  gave  any  communication  with  the  king,  laid  a  small 

it  stability.    And  by  laws  and  by  regulations  I  impost  upon  every  pannier  of  fiuit  brought  into 

executed  every  business  and  every  transaction,  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  makmg  some  ne- 

that  came  before  me  in  the  course  d*  my  go-  cessary  reparations  in  the  walls  and  bridges 

vernment.'* —  of  the  town.    It  was  towards  the  end  of  the 

I  need  not  read  any  further,  or  I  might  show  year  1632,  that  the  event,  I  am  going  to  relate, 

your  lordships  the  noble  principles,  the  grand,  happened.    The  king  being  informed  of  the 

bold,  and  manly  maxims,  the  resolution  to  ab-  impost,  which  the  govemour  had  laid  upon  the 

stain  fi'om  oppression  himself,  and  to  crush  it  fruit,  ordered  him  to  be  brought  in  diains  to 

in  the  govemours  under  him,  to  be  found  in  court.    The  king  (Mrdered  him  to  be  exposed 

tliis  book,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  to  the  people  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  palace : 

proper  to  resort  to  as  containing,  what  he  caDs,  then  he  commanded  the  son  to  pluck  off  the 

arbitrary  principles.  mustachios  of  his  father,  to  cut  off  his  nose 

But  it  is  not  in  this  instance  only,  that  I  and  ears,  to  put  out  his  eyes,  and  then  cut  off 

must  do  justice  to  the  Easy    I  assert,  that  his  head.    The  king  then  told  the  son  to  go 

their  morality  is  equal  to  odts,  in  whatever  and  take   possession  oS  the  government   of 

regards  the  duties  of  govemours,  fathers,  and  his  father,  saying,  ^^ee,  thai  you  govern  better 

superiours ;  and  I  challenge  the  world  to  show,  them  thia  deceased  dogy  or  thy  doom  ahaH  be  a 

in  any  modem  European  book,  more  true  mo-  deoA  more  ^p^pdeitdy  tormenting  " 

rality  and  wisdom  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  My  lords,  you  are  stmck  wi£  horrour,  I  am 

writings  of  Asiatic  men  in  high  trust,  and  who  strack  with  horrour,  at  this  punishment.    I  do 

have  been  coimsellours  to  princes.    If  this  be  not  relate  it  to  approve  of  such  a  barbarous  act ; 

the  true  morality  of  Asia,  as  I  affirm,  and  can  but  to  (nrove  to  your  lordships,  that  whatever 

prove,  that  it  is,  the  plea  founded  on  Mr.  power  the  princes  of  that  country  have,  they 

Hastings's  geographical  morality  is  anniht-  arejealou8<^  it  to  such  a  degree,  that,  if  any 

lated.  of  their  govemours  should  levy  a  tax,  even  the 

I   little  regard  the  theories  of  travellers,  most  insignificant,  and  for  the  best  purposes, 

where  they  do  not  relate  the  fiicts,  on  which  he  meets  with  a  cruel  punishment.    I  do  not 

they  are  fotmded.    I  have  two  instances  of  justify  the  punishment ;  but  the  severity  of  it 

facts,  attested  by  Tavemier,  a  traveller  of  shows,  how  little  of  their  power  the  princes  of 

power  and  consequence,  which  are  very  ma-  that  country  mean  to  delegate  to  their  servants, 

terial  to  be  mentioned  here,  because  they  show,  the  whole  of  which  the  gentleman  at  your  bar 

that,  in  some  of  the  instances  recorded,  in  says  was  delegated  to  him. 

which  the  princes  of  the  cotmtry  have  used  any  There  is  another  case,  a  very  strong  one, 

of  those  crael  and  barbarous  executions,  which  and  that  is  the  ease  of  presents,  wfaidi  I  un- 
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derstand  is  a  eiMtom  admitted  throughout  Asia  country.   But  I  again  assert,  every  Mahome- 

in  all  their  governments.    It  was  of  a  person,  dan  government  is,  by  its  principles,  a  govem- 

who  was  raised  to  a  high  office  ;  no  business  ment  of  law. 

was  sufiered  to  come  before  him  without  a  I  shall  now  state  from  what  is  known  of  the 

previous  present.     "  One  morning,  the  king  government  d*  India,  that  it  does  not,  and 

being  at  this  time  on  a  hunting  party,  the  nazar  cannot  delegate  (as  Mr.  Hastings  has  fre- 

came  to  the  tent  of  the  king,  but  was  denied  quently  declared)  the  whole  of  its  powers  and 

entrance  by  the  mda-y  or  master  of  the  ward-  auth(Mrity  to  him.      If  they  are  absolute,  as 

robe.     About  the  same  time  the  king  came  they  must  be  in  the  supreme  power,  they  ought 

forth,  and,  seeing  the  nazar,  commanded  his  to  be  arbitary  in  none ;  they  were,  however, 

officers  to  take  off  the  b<Hmet  from  the  head  never  absolute  in  any  of  their  subordinate 

f^  that  dog,  that  took  giAs  from  his  people ;  parts,  and  I  will  prove  it  by  the  known  pro- 

and  that  ho  should  sit  three  days  bareheaded  vincial  constitutions  of  Hindostan,  which  are 

in  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  as  many  nights  in  all  Mahomedan,  the  laws  of  which  are  as 

the  air.     Afterwards  he  caused  him  to  be  clear,  as  explicit,  and  as  learned  as  ours, 

diained  about  the  neck  and  arms,  and  con-  The  first  foundation  of  their  law  is  the 

demned  him  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  with  Khor^n.     The  next  part  is  the  fetfOf  or  ad- 

a  mamoudy  a  day  for  his  maintenance ;  but  he  judged  cases  by  proper  authority,  well  known 

died  for  grief  within  eight  days  after  he  was  there.    The  next,  the  written  interpretations 

put  in  prison."  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  ;  and  their 

Do  I  mean,  by  reading  this  to  your  lordships^  books  are  as  numerous  upon  the  principles  of 

to  express  or  intimate  an  approbation,  either  jurisprudence,  as  in  any  country  in  Europe. 

of  the  cruelty  of  the  punishment,  or  q£  the  The  next  part  d*  their  law  is  what  they  call 

coarse  barbarism  of  the  language  ?  neither  the  jleanon,  that  is,  a  positive  rule  equivalent 

one  nor  the  other.    I  produce  it  to  your  lord-  to  acts  of  parliament,  the  law  of  the  several 

ships  to  prove  to  you  from  this  dreadful  exam-  powers  of  the  country,  taken  from  the  Greek 

pie  the  horrour  which  that  government  felt,  word  KAITttN,  which  was  brought  into  their 

when  any  person  subject  to  it  assumed  to  him-  country,  and  is  well  known.    The  next  is  the 

self  a  privilege  to  receive  presents.     The  rage  tU  tnulkf  or  common  law  and  custom  of 

cruelty  and  severity  exercised  by  these  princes  the  kingdom,  equivalent  to  our  common  law. 

is  not  levelled  at  the  poor,  unfortunate  people,  Therefore  they  have  laws  from  more  sources 

who  complain  at  their  gates,  but,  to  use  their  than    we  have,  exactly  in  the  same  order, 

own  barbarous  expression,  to  dogtj  that  impose  grounded  upon  the  same  authority,  fundamen- 

taxea  and  take  preaente. — God  forbid,  I  should  tally  fixed  to  be  administered  to  the  people 

use  that  language.     The  people,  when  they  upon  these  principles, 

complain,  are  not  called  dogs  and  sent  away,  The  next  thing  is  to  shew,  that  in  India 

but  the  govemours,  who  do  these  things  against  there  is  a  partition  of  the  powers  of  the  govem- 

thc  people ;  they  are  called  dogs,  and  treated  ment,  which  proves  that  there  is  no  absolute 

in  that  cruel  manner.    I  quote  them  to  show,  power  delegated. 

that  no  govemours  in  the  East,  upon  any  prin-  In  every  province  the  first  person  is  the 
ciple  of  their  constitution,  or  any  good  prac-  soubahdar  or  nazim,  or  viceroy :  he  has  the 
tice  cf  their  government,  can  lay  arbitrary  power  of  the  sword,  and  the  administratioo  of 
imposts,  or  receive  presents.  When  they  criminal  justice  only.  Then  there  is  the 
escape,  it  is  probably  by  bribery,  by  corrup-  dewan,  or  high  steward ;  he  has  the  revenue, 
tioo,  by  creating  Actions  for  themselves  in  ffie  and  all  exchequer  causes  under  him,  to  be  go- 
seraglio,  in  the  country,  in  the  army,  in  the  vemed  according  to  the  law,  and  customs,  and 
divan.  But  how  they  escape  such  punish-  institutions  of  the  kingdom, 
ments,  is  not  my  business  to  inquire ;  it  is  The  law  of  inheritances,  successions,  and 
enough  for  me,  that  the  constitution  disavows  every  thing  that  relates  to  Uiom,  is  under  the 
them,  that  the  princes  of  the  country  disavow  c&di,  in  whose  court  these  matters  are  tried, 
them ;  that  they  revile  them  with  the  most  But  this  too  was  subdivided.  The  c&di  could 
horrible  expressions,  and  inffict  dreadful  po-  not  judge,  but  by  the  advice  of  his  assessours. 
nishments  on  them,  when  they  are  called  to  Properly  in  the  Mahomedan  law  there  is  no 
answer  for  these  offences.  appeal,  only  a  removal  of  the  cause ;  but  when 
Thus  much  omceming  the  Mahomedan  there  is  no  judgment,  as  none  can  be,  when 
laws  of  Asia.  That  the  pw^e  of  Asia  have  the  court  is  not  unanimous,  it  goes  to  the 
no  laws,  rights,  or  liberty,  is  a  doctrine,  that  general  assembly  of  all  the  men  of  the  law. 
wickedly  is  to  be  disseminated  through  this  There  are,  I  will  venture  to  say,  other  divi- 
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■MM  ami  mJtfAiwmoaM ;  for  there  are  the  dieories,  appKcable  to  al  cmaea,  A«wa  km 

luoongoes,  who  bold  tbeir  places  (ex  life,  to  be  the  aources  of  natnral    equity,  aiodi6ed  by 

the  coiuervaiors  of  the  canoos,  customs,  aud  tbeir  iostUutioae,  ftifl  of  refiDetneBt  and  nl>* 

gfiod  u«a^es  of  the  couotr)'  ;  all  these,  as  well  tility  of  distinction,  equal  to  that  of  anj  odwr 

Ibe  cadi  and  tlie  roufti,  hold  their  places  and  law,  and  has  the  grand  teat  of  all  law,  dal, 

situations,  not  during  the  waotoo  pleasure  of  wbererer  it  has  prerailed,  tbeooantrjhasbeoi 

the  priiice,  but,  on  permaneat  and  fixed  terms,  populous,  flo«mshing  and  bappy. 

for  life.    AU  these  powers  of  magistracy,  re-  Upon  the  whole,  then,  IbBow  him  where  joe 

veoue,  and  law,  are  all  different,  consequently  will, — let  him  have  eastern  or  wfsstcm  bw, 

Dot  delegated  in  the  whole  to  any  one  person,  you   find   every  where    arbitrary  power  aad 

This  is  the  provincial  constitution,  and  these  peculation  of  govemour  proscribed  and  borriUy 

the  laws,  of  Bengal,  which  proves,  if  there  punished : — more  so  than  I  diould  ever  wish 

were  no  other  proof,  by  the  division  of  the  to  punish  any,  the  moat  guilty,  human  crea* 

functions   and  authorities,  that  the  supreme  ture.     And  if  this  be  the  case,  as  I  hope  tad 

power  of  the  state  in  the  Mogul  empire  did,  by  trust  it  has  been  proved  to  yoor  lordships,  that 

no  means,  delegate  to  any  of  its  officers  the  there  is  law  in  these  countries,  that  there  is 

supreme  power  in  its  fulness.    Whether  or  no  no  delegation  of  power,  which  exempts  a  g<h 

we  have  delegated  to  Mr.  Hastings  the  su-  vemour  fixMn  the  law,  then  I  say  at  any  rate  a 

prcme  power  of  king  and  parliament,  that  he  Briti^  govemour  is  to  answer  for  his  coodoct, 

should  act  with  the  plenitude  of  authority  oi  and  cannot  be  justified  by  wicked  examples  and 

the  British  legislature,  you  are  to  judge.  profligate  prai^ices. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  no  refiige  here.    Let  him  But  another  thing,  which  he  sajrs,  is,  that  he 

run  from  law  to  law ;  let  him  fly  fi'om  the  com-  was  left  to  himself  to  govern  himself  by  his  om 

mon  law,  and  the  sacred  institutions  of  the  practice  ;  that  is  to  say,  when  be  bad  taken  one 

country,  in  which  he  was  bom ;  let  him  fly  bribe,  he  might  take  another ; — when  he  had 

firom  acts  of  parliament,  firom  which  his  power  robbed  one  man  of  his  property,  he  might  rob 

originated ;  let  him  plead  his  ignorance  of  another ;  when  he  had  imprisoned  one  man 

them,  or  fly  in  the  iace  of  them.    Will  he  fly  arbitrarily,  and  extorted  money  fi-oro  him,  he 

to  the  Mahomedan  law  ? — that  condemns  him.  mi^t  do  so  by  another.    He  resorts  at  first  to 

Will  he  fly  to  the  high  magistracy  of  Asia  to  the  practice  of  barbarians  and  usurpers,  at  last 

defend  taking  of  presents?    Pad  Sh&  and  the  he  comes  to  his  own.    Now,  if  your  lordships 

sultan  would  condemn  him  to  a  cruel  death,  will  try  him  by  such  maxims  and  principles,  he 

Will  he  fly  to  the  sophis,  to  the  laws  of  Persia,  is  certainly  clear ;  for  there  is  no  manner  of 

or  to  the  practice  of  those  monarchs?    I  cannot  doubt,  that  there  is  nothing  he  has  practised 

utter  the  pains,  the  tortures,  that  would  be  in-  once,  which  he  has  not  practised  again ;  and 

flictedonhim,  if  he  were  to  govern  there,  as  he  then  the  repetition  of  crimcis  beoxnes  the 

has  done  in  a  British  province !     Let  him  fly  means  of  his  indemnity, 

where  he  will,  from  law  to  law ; — ^law  (I  thai^  The  next  pleas  he  urges  are  not  so  much  in 

God)  meets  him  every  where,  and  enforced  bar  of  the  impeachment,  as  in   extenuation, 

too  by  the  practice  of  the  most  impious  tyrants,  The  first  are  to  be  laid  by  as  claims  to  be  made 

which  he  quotes  as  if  it  woiiki  justify  his  con-  on  motion  for  arrest  of  judgment,  the  others  as 

duct.     I  would  as  willingly  have  him  tried  by  an  extenuation  or  mitigation  of  his  fine.    He 

the  law  of  the  Khorlin,  or  the  institutes  of  says,  and  with  a  kind  of  triumph,  the  ministry 

Tamerlane,  as  on  the  common  law,  or  statute  of  this  country  have  great  legal  assistance; 

law,  of  this  kingdom.  commercial  lights  of  the  greatest  commercial 

Tho  next  question  is,  whether  the  Gentd  city  in  the  world ;  the  greatest  generals  and 

laws  justify  arbitrary  power ;  and,  if  he  finds  oflicers  to  guide  and  direct  them  in  military 

any  sanctuary  there,  let  him  take  it,  with  the  affairs :  whereas  I,  poor  man,  was  sent  almost 

cow,  in  the  pagoda.    The  GentOs  have  a  law,  a  school-boy  from  England,  or  at  least  little 

which  positively  proscribes  in  magistrates  any  better ; — sent  to  find  my  way  in  that  new  world 

idea  of  will ; — a  law,  with  which,  or  rather  as  well  as  I  coukl.    I  had  no  men  of  the  law, 

with  extracts  of  it,  that  gentleman  himself  no  legal  assistance,  to  supply  my  deficiencies, 

has   furnished  us.    These  people,  in  many  At  Sphingem  hahdnu  dtmi.    Had  he  not  the 

points  are  governed  by  their  own  antient  writ*  chief  justice,  the  tamed  and  domesticated  chief 

ten  law,  called  the  ahtuUr.    Its  interpreters  justice,  who  waited  on  him  like  a  familiar 

and  judges  are  the  pundits.    This  law  is  com-  spirit,  whom  he  takes  from  province  to  pro* 

prohensive,  extending  to  all  the  concerns  of  vince,  his  amanuensis  at  home,  his  postillion, 

life,  affording  principles  and  maxims,  and  legal  and  ridhig  express  abroad? 
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Such  a  declaration  would  in  some  measure  send  out  goyemours  to  teach  them  better ;  and 

■uit  persons,  who  had  acted  much  otherwise,  that  he  must  justify  himself  to  the  piety,  the 

than   Mr.  Hastings.     When  a  man  pleads  truth,  the  faith  of  England ;  and  not  by  having 

ignorance  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  it  recourse  to  the  crimes  and  criminals  of  other 

ought  to  be  an  humble,  modest,  unpresuming  countries,  to  the  barbarous  tyranny  of  Asia, 

ignorance ;— an  ignorance,  which  may  have  or  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
made  him  lax  and  timid  in  the  exercise  of  his         I  will  go  further  with  Mr.  Hastings,  and 

duty ; — but  an  assuming,  rash,  presumptuous,  admit,  that,  if  there  be  a  boy  in  the  fourth 

confident,  daring,  desperate,  and  disobedient  form  of  Westminster  school,  or  any  school  in 

ignorance  heightens  every  crime,  that  it  ac-  England,  who  does  not  know,   when    these 

companies.    Mr.  Hastings,  if  through  igno-  articles  are  read  to  him,  that  he  has  been 

ranee  he  left  some  of  the  company*s  orders  guilty  of  gross  and  enormous  crimes,  he  may 

unexecuted,  because  he  did  not  understand  have  the  shelter  of  his  present  plea,  as  far  as 

them,  might  well  say,  J  tocu  an  ignorcaU  matif  it  will  serve  him.     There  are  none  of  us, 

€pui  these  Oiangi  were  above  my  ocqtacUy.    But  thank  God,  so  uninstructed,  who  have  learned 

when  he  understands  them,  and  when  he  de-  our  catechisms  or  the  first  elements  of  Chru\* 

clares  he  will  not  obey  them  positively  and  tianity,  who  does  not  know,  that  such  conduci 

dogmatically ; — when  he  says,  as  he  has  said,  is  not  to  be  justified,  and  least  of  all  by  ex 

and  we  shall  prove  it,  ihat  he  never  succeeds  amples. 

better  than  when  he  acts  in  an  utter  defiance  of        There  is  another  topic  he  takes  up  more 
those  orders^  and  sets  at  nought  the  laws  of  his  seriously,  and  as  a  general  rebutter  to  the 
country;  I  believe  this  will  not  be  thought  the  charge ; — says  he,  "  Afler  a  great  many  ol 
language  of  an  ignorant  rosun.     But  I  beg  these  practices,  with  which  I  am  charged, 
your  lordships*  pardon ;  it  is  the  language  of  an  parliament  appointed  me  to  my  trust,  and 
ignorant  man ;  for  no  man,  who  was  not  full  of  consequently  has  acquitted  me.'*    Has  it,  my 
a  bold,  determined,  profligate  ignorance  could  lords  ?    I  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  Commons 
ever  think  of  such  a  system  of  defence.    He  are  wholly  guiltless  of  this  charge.     I  wih 
quitted  Westminster  school  almost  a  boy.  We  admit,  if  parliament  on  a  full  state  of  his 
have  reason  to  regret,  that  he  did  not  finish  offences  before  them,  and   full  examination 
his  education  in  that  noble  seminary,  which  of  those  offences,  had  appointed  him  to  the 
has  given  so  many  luminaries  to  the  church,  government,  that  then  the  people  of  India  and 
and  ornaments  to  the  state.    Greatly  it  is  to  be  England  would  have  just  reason  to  exclaim 
lamented,  that  he  did  not  go-  to  those  univer-  against  so  flagitious  a  proceeding.    A  sense 
fiities,  [where  arbitrary  power  will  I  hope  of  propriety  and  decorum  might  have  restrain- 
never  be  heard  of;  but  the  true  principles  of  ed  us  from  prosecuting.      They  might  have 
religion,  of  liberty,  and  law,  will  ever  be  incul-  been  restrained  by  some  sort  of  decorum  from 
cated,]  instead  of  studying  in  the  school  of  pursuing  him  criminally.    But  the  Commons 
Gossim  Ally  Cawn.  stand  before  your  lordships  without  shame. 
If  he  had  lived  with  us,  he  would  have ,  First,  in  their  name  we  solemnly  assure  your 
quoted  the  examples  of  Cicero  in  his  govern-  lordships,  that  we  had  not  in  our  parliamentary 
ment;  he  would  have  quoted  several  of  the  sa-  capacity,  (and  most  of  us — myself,  I  can  say 
cred  and  holy  prophets,  and  made  Ovem  his  ex-  surely,  heard  very  little,  and  that  in  confused 
ample.    His  want  of  learning,  profane  as  well  rumours,)  the  slightest  knowledge  of  any  one 
as  sacred,  reduces  him  to  the  necessity  of  ap-  of  the  acts  charged  upon  this  criminal  at  either 
pealing  to  every  name  and  authority  of  bar^  of  the  times  of  his  being  appointed  to  oflice; 
barism,  tyranny,  and  usurpation,  that  are  to  be  and  that  we  were  not  guilty  of  the  nefarious 
found ;  and  from  these  he  says,  fromthe  pradiGe  act  of  collusion  and  flagitious  breach  of  trust, 
vfonepart  ofAma^  or  oUur^  J  have  taken  my  rule,  with  which  he  presumes  obliquely  to  charge  us ; 
But  your  Iwdships  will  shew  him,  that  in  Asia,  but  from  the  moment  we  knew  them,  we  never 
as  well  as  in  Europe,  the  same  law  of  nations  ceased  to  condemn  them  by  reports,  by  votes, 
prevails;  the  same  principles  are  continually  by  resolutions ;  and  that  we  admonished,  and  de- 
resorted  to  ;  and  the  tfame  maxims  sacredly  dared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  directors 
held  and  strenuously  maintained ;  and,  however  ix^  take  measures  for  his  recall ;  and  when  frti^ 
disobeyed,  no  man  suflTers  from  the  breach  of  trated  in  the  way  known  to  that  court  we  then 
them,  who  does  not  know  how  and  where  to  proceeded  to  an  inquiry.    Tour  lordships  know, 
complain  of  that  breach; — that  Asia  is  enligh-  whether  you  were  better  informed.    We  are, 
lened  in  that  respect  as  well  as  Europe ;  bu^  if  therefore,  neither  guilty  of  the  precedent  crime 
it  were  totally  blinded,  that  England  wouki  d*  colluding  with  the  criminal,  nor  the  subse- 
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qiMBt  indecortmi  of  protecutinf  what  we  had 
virtumllj  and  practically  approved. 

Secondly;  seTeral  of  hia  worat  Crimea  have 
been  committed  since  the  last  parliamentary 
renewal  of  his  trust,  as  appears  by  the  dates 
in  the  chari^. 

But  I  beliere,  my  lord*,  the  judges-fudges 
to  others,  grare  and  weighty  counseUoura, 
and  assistants  to  your  lordships,  will  not  on 
reference  assert  to  your  lordships,  whidh  God 
forbid,  and  we  cannot  conceive,  or  liardly  state 
in  argument,  if  but  for  argument,  that  if  one 
of  the  judges  had  received  bribes  before  his 
appointment  to  an  higher  judiciary  office,  he 
would  not  still  be  open  to  prosecution. 

So  far  from  admitting  it  as  a  plea  in  bar, 
we  charge,  and  we  hope  youi^ordships  will 
find  it  an  extreme  aggravation  of  his  (fences, 
that  no  favours  hea^  upon  him  could  make 
him  grateful,  no  renewed  and  repeated  trusts 
could  make  him  fiuthflil  and  honest. 

We  have  now  gone  through  moat  of  the 
general  topics. 

But, — he  is  not  responsible,  as  being  thank- 
ed by  the  court  of  directors.  He  has  had  the 
thanks  and  approbation  of  the  India  company 
for  his  services.  We  know  too  well  here,  I 
trust  the  world  knows, — and  you  will  always 
assert,  that  a  pardon  from  the  crown  is  not 
pleadable  here,  that  it  cannot  bar  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  Commons ;  much  less  a  pardon  of 
the  East-India  Company,  though  it  may  in- 
volve them  in  guilt,  which  might  induce  as  to 
punish  them  for  such  a  pardon.  If  any  cor- 
poration by  collusion  with  criminals  refuse  to 
do  their  duty  in  coercing  them,  the  magistrates 
are  answerable. 

It  is  the  nse,  virtue,  and  efficacy  of  parlia- 
mentary judicial  procedure,  that  it  puts  an  end 
to  this  dominion  of  facti<M),  intrigue,  cabal,  and 
ckmdestine  intelligences.  The  acts  of  men 
are  put  to  their  proper  test,  and  the  works  of 
darkness  tried  in  the  face  of  day — ^not  the 
corrupted  opinicHis  of  others  on  them,  but  their 
own  intrinsic  merits.  We  charge  it  as  his 
crime,  that  he  bribed  the  court  of  directors  to 
thank  him  (or  what  they  had  condemned  as 
breaches  of  his  duty. 

The  East-India  Company,  it  is  true,  have 
thanked  him.  They  ought  not  to  have  done 
it ;  and  it  is  a  reflection  upon  their  character, 
that  they  did  it.  But  the  directors  praise  him 
in  the  gross,  afler  having  condemned  each  act 
in  detail.  His  actions  are  ofi,  every  one,  cen- 
sured one  by  one,  as  they  arise.  I  do  not  re- 
collect any  one  transactkm,  few  there  are,  I 
am  sure,  in  the  whole  body  of  that  succession 
of  crimes  now  brought  before  you  (or  your 


jndgBMot,  in  wfiiefa  the  India  oompaajhiff 
not  ceoMired  him.     Nay,  in  one  instance  In 
pleads  their  eensure  in  bar  of  this  trial  ;*  fiv 
he  says  "  In  that  cenaure  I  have  abeadj  t¥ 
ceived  my  punishment."    If,  for  any  olhir 
reasons,  they  come  and  aay,  <<  We  thaak  fN 
Sir,  for  all  your  aervioea/*  To  that  I  amvMr, 
yea ;  and  /  woukl  thank  him  for  his  semoa 
too,  if  I  knew  them.    But  /  do  not ;— pcrtipi 
thtff  do.    Let  them  thank  biro  for  those  mt- 
Tices.    lanofderedtoproaecatehimfbrdMN 
crimes.     Here  therefore  we  are  on  a  bduM 
with  the  India  company  ;  and  your  kmfabipi 
■Day  perhaps  think  it  some  addition  to  Mi 
crimes,  that  he  has  fbond  means  to  obtain  Ito 
thanks  of  the  India  company  for  the  whole  d 
hia  conduct,  at  the  same  time  that  their  reconk 
are  full  of  constant,  uniform,  particolar  ceaswi 
and  reprobation  of  every  one  of  thoae  acts,  for 
which  he  now  stands  acouaed.  . 

He  says,  there  is  the  teatimpl^^f  In(6a 
prmoea  in  bis  &vour.  But  do  w9vil*fcasir 
how  seals  are  obtained  in  that  ooontiy  ?  dt 
we  not  know,  how  those  princes  are  imposed 
vpoa  ?  do  we  not  know  the  sobiection  aid 
thrakkm,  in  which  they  are  held,  and  thai 
they  are  obliged  to  return  thanks  for  the  sof^ 
ferings,  which  they  have  felt  ?  I  believe  yoor 
krdships  will  think,  that  there  is  not,  with  re- 
gard to  some  of  these  princes,  a  moredreadfy 
thing,  that  can  be  said  of  them,  than  that  ha 
has  obtained  their  thanks. 

I  understand  he  has  obtained  the  thaidES  ef 
the  mberable  princesses  of  Oode,  whom  he 
has  cruelly  imprisoned,  whose  treaainre  he  has 
seized,  and  whose  eunuchs  he  has  tortored.f 

They  thank  him  for  going  away.  They 
thank  him  for  leaving  them  the  amaUeat  trifle 
of  their  subsistence ;  and  I  venture  to  say,  if 
he  wanted  a  hundred  more  panegyrics,  pn>> 
vided  he  never  came  again  among  them,  ha 
might  have  them.  I  understand,  that  Mab* 
dajee  Scindia  has  made  his  panegyric  too. 
Mahdajee  Scindia  has  not  made  his  panegyric 
for  nothing;  for,  if  your  lordships  wiU  suffer 
him  to  enter  into  sudi  a  justification,  we  shall 
prove,  that  he  has  sacrificed  the  dignity  ef 
this  country,  and  the  interests  of  all  ita  allies, 
to  that  prince.  We  appear  here  neither  with 
panegyric,  nor  with  satire ;  it  is  lor  BidMta»> 
tiai  crimes  we  bring  hira  before  yon,  and 
among  others  for  crudlly  using  persons  of  the 
highest  rank  and  eonaideration  in  India ;  and, 

*  See  Mr.  Hastings's  answer   to   the  firM 
charge. 

t  A  Latin  sentence,  which  was  quoted  her^ 
is  omitted  in  the  MS.  of  the  sbort-hand 
— £0. 
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iHiea  we  prove  he  haf  cnielljr  injured  theni)  tife  gowrmneat  of  the  eotmlijr ;  in  ttttai^  lo 

jou  will  think  the  panegyrics  either  gross  fer^  sale  the  whole  taaded  interest  of  the  ooitt- 

{eries,  or  most  miserable  aggravations  of  his  try ;  in  setting  to  sale  the  British  gorermnfliit 

sffeoces,  since  they  shew  the  abject    and  and  hte  own  fellow  servants  to  the  basest  and 

Ireadful  state,  into  which  he  has  driven  those  wickedest  of  mankind.    I  shall  theft  show  your 

leople.     For,  let  it  be  proved,  that  I  have  lordships,  tlmt  when,  in  consequeBce  of  such  a 

raelly  robbed  and  maltreated  any  persons,  if  body  of  oorruptioa  and  peoulation,  ho  jUs^f 

!  produce  a  certificate  from  them  of  my  good  dreaded  the  indignation  of  his  country,  and  the 

•Miaviour,  would  it  not  be  a  corroborative  vengeance  of  its  laws,  in  order  to  raise  hk^ 

roof  of  the  terrour,  into  wfaidi  those  persons  self  a  faction  embodied  by  the  same  guik  abd 

n  thrown  by  my  misconduct?  rewarded  in  the  same  manner,  he  has,  with  a 

My  lords,  these  are,  I  believe,  the  general  most  abandoned  profusion,  thrown  avray  the  re- 
rounds  of  our  charge— I  have  now  closed  venues  ofthe  country  to  form  such  a  faction  here. 
Ofnpletely,  and  I  hope,  to  your  lordships'  sa-  I  shall  next  shew  your  lordships,  that,  having 
is&cti<Hi,  the  whole  body  ofiiistory,  of  which  ejdiaustedthe  resources  of  the  oompany,  and 

wiriied  to  put  your  lonlships  in  possession,  brought  it  to  &dreme  difficulties  within,  he 

do  not  mean,  that  many  of  your  lordships  has  looked  to  his  esrfemaj  resources,  as  he  oalls 

laj  not  have  knovm  it  more  perfectly  by  your  them.    He  has  gone  up  into  the  countiy.    I 

•vn  previous  inquiries ;  but  bringing  to  yoUr  will  shew,  that  he  has  plundered,  or  attempted 

jm^obranqoAe  state  of  the  circumstances  to  plunder,  every  person  dependent  upiui)  oei^ 

r  the  persodiTwith  whom  be  acted,  the  per^  nected,  or  allied  with  this  country. 

MM  and  power  he  has  abused, — I  have  gone  We  diall  afterwards  riiew  what  infinite  mis- 

» the  principles  he  maintains,  the  precedents  chief  has  followed  mthe  case  of  Benares,  upoo 

D  quotes,  the  laws  and  authorities,  which  he  which  he  first  laid  hi»  hands ;  next,  inthecaee 

ifi»es  to  abide  by,  and  those,  on  whidi  he  re-  (^  the  begums  of  Oude. 

as  ;  and  at  last  I  have  refuted  all  those  pleas,  We  shaU  then  lay  before  you  the  pnidigate 

I  bar,  on  which  he  depends,  and  for  the  ef-  system,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  0|^MrmB 

tct  of  wdiich  he  presumes  on  the  indulgence  that  country,  first  by  resid«its,  next  by  apiss 

Bd   patience  of  this  country,  or  on  the  cor-  under  the  name  of  British  agents ;  and  lapUy, 

ipdon  of  some  persons  in  it.    And  here  I  that,  pursuing  his  way  up  to  the  nwuntains, 

kMO  what  I  had  to  say  upon  this  subject ;  he  has  found  out  one  miserable  chief,  whose 

•iihing  and  hoping,  that,  when  I  open  before  crimes  were  the  prosperity  of  his  country  ; 

gar  lordships  the  case  more  particularly,  so  as  that  him  he  endeavoured  to  torture  and  da» 

»  atate  rather  a  plan  of  the  proceeding,  than  stroy,  I  do  not  mean  in  lus  body,  but  by  ez- 

le  direct  proof  of  the  crimes,  your  lonlships  hausting  the  treasures,  which  he  kept  for  tha 

in  hear  me  with  tho  same  goodness  and  in-  b«iefit  of  his  people. 

dgence  I  have  hitherto  experienced ;    that  In  short,  having  shown  your  lordships,  that 

Ml  will  consider,  if  I  have  detained  you  long,  no  man,  who  is  in  his  power,  is  safe  finom  his 

was  not  with  a  view  of  exhausting  my  own  arbitrary  vriU ;  that  no  man,  within  or  without, 

rength,  or  putting  your  patience  to  too  se-  fiiend,  dly,  rival,  has  been  safe  irom  him ; 

are  a  trial ;  but  from  the  sense  I  feel,  that  it  having  brought  it  to  this  point— if  I  am  not 

the  most  difficult  and  the  most  complicated  able  in  my  own  person  immediately  to  §»  up 

luae,  that  was  ever  brought  before  any  into  the  ooontiT)  and  shew  the  rarnxficaiioai 

man   tribunal.     Therefore  I  was  resolved  of  the  system  (l  hope  wmd  trust  I  shall  ha 

bring  the  whole  substantially  before  you.  spared  to  take  my  part  inpursniog  him  dHouch 

nd  now,  if  your  lordships  will  permit  me,  I  both,  if  I  am  not)  I  shall  go  at  Isast  to  Iha 

iB  state  the  method  of  my  future  proceedhig  root  of  it ;  and  some  other  gentleman,  with  a 

id  the  fiiture  proceeding  U'the  gentlemen  as-  thousand  times  more  abflity  dutn  I  poiseai, 

iting  me.  will  take  op  each  separate  part  in  its  psspsr 

I  mean  first  to  bring  before  you  the  crimes  order.     And  I  believe  it  is  pvoposed  by  the 

tfiey  are  classed,  and  are  of  the  same  spe-  managers,  that  one  of  tfiem  shaU,  as  soosi  m 

MS  and  genus ;  and  how  they  mutually  arose  possible,  begin  wkh  the  affiur  cf  Beaanei. 

Ml  one  another.    I  shaU  first  shew,  that  Mr.  The  point  I  now  Mean  first  to  faring  faeftm 

■Btings's  crimes  had  root  in  that,  which  is  your  brdships  is  the  corruption  of  Mr.  Haa- 

a  root  of  all  evil,  I  mean  avarice ;  that  av*.     tings,  his  system  of  peculation  and  *-^* 


m  and  rapaci^  were  the  groundworic  and  and  to  show  yonr  lordships  the  horrible  coD> 

makuion  of  all  his  other  vitious  system;  sequences,  which reeaited fi-om it ;  for,atliMt 

lat  he  showed  it  in  setting  to  sale  the  n»-  «i^,  btfticry  and  pewlatieado  aot  i 
Vox.,  in.— 22 
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•o  horrid  •  matter ;  they  maj  seem  to  be  oolf     opinion  of  others  it  might  militate  against  tbi 
the  transferring  a  little  monej  out  of  one  pocket     production  of  its  full,  proper,  and  (if  I  maj  n 

into  another ;  but  I  shall  show,  that  by  such  say)  its  immediate  effect, 
a  system  of  bribery  the  country  is  undone.  It  was  my  design  to  class  the  crimes  d 

I  shall  inform  your  lordships  in  the  best  the  late  govemour  of  Bengal — to  Axm  their 

manner  I  can,  and  afterwards  submit  the  wh(^,  mutual  bearings-— how   tlKjK   were  mutoaBy 

as  I  do  with  a  cheerful  heart  and  with  an  eaqr  aided  and  grew  and  were  formed  out  of  eacb 

and  assured  security,  to  that  justice,  which  is  other.    I  proposed  first  of  all  to  show  jov 

the  security  for  all  the  other  justice  in  the  lordships,  that  they  haTe  their  root  in  that, 

kingdom.  which  is  the  origin  of  all  evil,  a?arice  ud 

rapacity — to  show  how  that  led  to  prodigilkf 

TR I A  L.--¥  IFTHDAT,  of  the  public  money— and  how  prodiga%  of 

nth  Fdmuxry,  1788.  ^®  P"**^  °^®y  ^^  wasting  the  treasures  of 

the  East-India  Company  fumi^ed  an  excuse 

(Mr.  BtrnKsA  ^  ^*  govemour-general  to  break  its  &ith,lo 

violate  all  its  most  solenm  engagements,  aai 

My  Lords, — The  gentlemen  who  are  ap-  to  fidl  with  a  hand  of  stem,  ferocious,  and 

pointed  by  the  Commons  to  manage  this  pro-  unrelenting  rapacity  upon  all  the  allies  aol 

secuti(xi,  have  directed  me  to  uiform  your  dependencies  of  the  company.     But  I  siul 

lordships,  that  they  have  very  carefully  and  be  obliged  in  some  measure  to  abridge  thif 

attentively  weighed  the  magnitude  of  the  sub-  plan ;  and  aa  your  lordships  already  possess, 

ject,  which  they  bring  before  you,  with  the  from  what  I  hsui  the  honour  to  state  on  Siatnr> 

time,  which  the  nature  and  circumstances  <^  day,  a  general  view  of  tliis  matter,  you  wit 

affitirs  allows  for  their  conducting  it.  be  in  a  condition  to  pursue  it  when  the  sst»> 

My  lords,  on  that  comparison  they  are  very  ral  articles  are  presented, 
apprehensive,  that,  if  I  should  go  very  largely        My  lords,  I  have  to  state  to-day  the  rootoC 

into  a  preliminary  explanation  of  the  sevend  all  these  misdemeanours — namely,  the  peeo- 

matters  in  charge,  it  might  be  to  the  prqu-  niary  corruption  and  avarice,  whidi  gave  riss 

dice  of  an  early  trial  of  the  substantial  merits  and  primary  motion  to  all  the  rest  of  the  de> 

of  each  article.     We  have  wei^ied  and  con*  linquencies,  charged  to  be  committed  by  the 

sidered  this  maturely.    We  have  compared  govemour^eneral. 

exactly  the  time  with  the  matter,  and  we  have        My  lords,  pecuniary  corniption  forms  not 

found,  that  we  are  obliged  to  do,  as  all  men  only,  as  your  lordships  will  observe  in  the 

must  do,  who  woul4  manage  their  affiiirs  prao-  charges  before  you,  an  article  of  charge  by 

ticaUy,  to  make  our  opinion,  of  what  might  itself  but  likewise  so  intermixes  with  the 

be  most  advantageous  to  the  business,  conform  whole,  that  it  is  necessary  to  give,  in  the  best 

to  the  time  that  is  lefl  to  perform  it  in.    We  manner  I  am  able,  a  history  of  that  comipt 

must,  as  all  men  must,  submit  affairs  to  time,  system,  which  brought  on  all  the  subseqoest 

and  not  think  of  making  time  conftM-m  to  our  acts  of  corruption.    I  will  venture  to  say, 

wishes :  and  therefore,  my  lords,  I  very  wit-  there  is  no  one  act,  in  which  tyranny,  nnlice, 

lingly  fall  in  with  the  inclinations  of  the  gen-  cruelty,  and  oppression  can  be  charged,  that 

tlemen,  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  does  not  at  the  same  time  carry  evident  tdmAm  rl| 

to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  close  fighting,  of  pecuniary  corruption.  r^ 

and  to  grapple  immediately  and  directly  with        I  stated  to  your  lordships  on  Sahnday  let  L^» 

the  corruptions  of  India;  to  bring  before  your  the  principles,  upon  whidi  Mr.  Hastktgs  go« 

kMrdships  the  direct  articles ;  to  S4>ply  the  evi-  vemed  his  conduct  in  India,  and  upon  whxih 

dence  to  the  articles,  and  to  bring  the  matter  he  grounds  his  defence.     These  nuqr*!^'^ 

forward  for  your  lordships'  decision  in  that  reduced  to  one  diort  word,  arbibvry  fMMr, 

manner,  wbidi  the  coi^enoe  we  have  in  the  My  lords,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  contended,  M 

justice  of  our  cause  demands  from  the  Com-  other  men  have  often  done,  that  the  sjrstem  of  f  «■ 

mons  of  Great  Britain.  government,  which  he  patronize^  and  on  wbidi  ra 

My  lords^  these  are  the  ofMnions  of  those^  with  he  acted,  was  a  system  tending  on  ib»  wfaok  £ip0 

whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  and  in  their  to  the  blessing  and  benefit  of  maiAiad,  po>- 

q>inians  I  readily  acquiesce.    For  I  am  far  sibly  something  might  be  said  for  him  fbrsel' 

from  wishing  to  waste  any  of  your  lordships'  ting  up  so  wild,  absurd,  irrational,  and  wicks'  ra 

tiine  upon  any  matter  merely  through  any  a  system.    Something  mi^t  be  said  to  qot*  I  j* 

opinion  I  have  of  the  nature  of  the  business,  lify  the  act  firom  the  intention ;  but  it  is  lii*  JN 

when  at  the  same  time  I  find,  that  in  the  gidar  ia  this  man,  that,  at  the  tirae  he  tela  f*  M 
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I  <m  the  principles  of  aibitrary  poweri  thing,  which  distinguUies  this  nation  end- 
care  to  inform  you,  that  he  was  not  nently  above  another,  it  is,  diat  in  its  offices  at 

the  consequences.     Mr.   Hastings  home,  both  judicial  and  in  the  state,  there  ia 

that  the  ccHisequence  of  this  system  less  suspicion  of  pecuniary  corruption  attach- 

iiption.    An  art>itrary  system  indeed  ing  to  them,  than  to  any  similar  offices  in  any 

mys  be  a  corrupt   one.     My  lords,  part  of  the  globe,  or  that  have  existed  at  aiqr 

iver  was  a  man,  who  thought  he  had  time ;  so  that  he,  who  would  set  op  a  system  <^ 

but  his  own  will,  who  did  not  soon  corruption,  and  attempt  to  justify  it  upon  tho 

t  he  had  no  end  but  his  own  profit,  principle  of  utili^,  that  man  is  staining  not 

ion  and  arbitrary  power  are  of  na-  only  the  nature  and  character  of  office,  but 

lequiyocal  generaticxi,  necessarily  pro-  that,  which  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  <^cial 

me  another.    Mr.  Hastings  foresees  and  judicial  character  of  this  country ;  and 

sive  and  corrupt  consequences,  and  therefore  in  this  house,  whidi  is  eminently 

justifies  his  conduct  upon  the  ne-  the  guardian  of  the  purity  of  all  the  offices  of 

I  of  that  system.    These  are  things  this  kingdom,  he  ought  to  be  called  eminently 

re  new  in  Uie  world  ;  for  there  never  and  peculiarly  to  account     There  are  many 

lan,  I  believe,  who  contended  for  arbi-  things  undoubtedly  in  crimes,  which  make 

»wer  (and  there  have  been  persons  thfim  fiightfiil  and  odious ;  but  bribery,  filthy 

and  foolish  enough  to  contend  fi)r  it)  hands,  a  chief  govemour  of  a  great  empire 

not  pretend,  either  that  the  system  receiving  bribes  firom  poor  miserable  indigent 

id  in  itself,  or  that  by  their  craiduct  people,  ^is  is  what  nutkes  government  itself 

1  mitigated  or  had  purified  it ;  and  base,  contemptible  and  odious  in  the  eyes  of 

poison  by  passing  through  their  con-  mankind. 

I  had   acquired  salutary  properties.  My  lords,  it  is  certain,  that  even  ^rranny 

yon  look  at  his  defence  before  the  itself  may  fiod  some  specious  colour,  ajid  ap» 

if  Commons,  you  will  see,  that  that  pear  as  more  severe  and  rigid  ezecotion  of 

itnn,  upon  which  he  governed,  and  justice.     Religioas  persecution  may  shiekl 

rfaidi  he  now  justifies  his  actions,  did  itself  under  the  guise  of  a  mistaken  aind  ovw- 

to  himself  a  sjrstem  pregnant  with  a  zeakMis  piety.    Conquest  may  cover  its  bakU 

1  evils  and  a  thousand  mischiefis.  ness  with  its  own  laurels,  and  the  ambitum  of 

next  thing,  that  is  remarkable  and  sin-  the  conquerour  may  be  hid  in  the  secrets  of 

the  principles,  upon  which  the  gover-  his  own  heart  umkr  a  veil  of  benevolencoi 

leral  acted,  is,  that  when  he  is  en-  and  make  him  imagine  he  is  Ininging  ten^xH 

I  a  vitious  system  which  clearly  leads  to  rary  desdation  upon  a  country,  <mly  to  pro* 

sequences,  he  thinks  himself  bound  to  mote   its  ultimate  advantage  and  his  own 

D  the  evil  consequences  involved  in  that  gloiy.     But  in  the  principles  of  that  gover- 

AU  other  men  have  taken  a  directly  nour,  who  makes  nothing  but  money  his  object, 

'  course  ;  they  have  said,  I  have  been  there  can  be  nothing  of  this.    There  are  here 

in  an  evil  system,  that  led  indeed  to  none  of  ttnae  specious  delusions,  that  look  liks 

roos  consequences,  but  I  have  taken  virtues,  to  veil  either  the  governed  or  the  go- 

my  own  virtues  to  prevent  the  evils  of  vemour.  If  you  look  at  Mr.  Hastings's  merits, 

sn,  under  which  I  acted.  as  he  calls  them,  vrhaX  are  they  ?  did  he  in^Mrove 

■ay  then,  not  only  that  he  governed  the  internal  state  of  the  government  by  great 

iljr,  but  corruptly,  that  is  to  say,  that  reforms  ?    No  such  thing :  or  by  a  wise  and 

a  giver  and  receiver  (^  bribes,  and  incorrupt  administration  of  justice?    No./— 

I  system  for  the  purpose  of  giving  and  Has  he  enlarged  the  boundary  of  our  govem- 

g  them.     We  wish  your  lordships  ment?    No;  there  are  but  too  strong  proofii 

y  to  c(nisider,that  he  did  not  only  give  <^  his  lessening  it.    But  his  pretensiont  to 

live  bribes  accidentally,  as  it  hai^en-  merit  are,  that  he  squeezed  more  money  oat 

DOt  any  system  and  design,  merely  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  than  odier 

ortunity  or  momentary  temptation  of  persons  coidd  have  d<me,  money  got  by  op* 

rd  him  to  it,  but  that  he  has  formed  pression,  violence,  extortion  firom  the  poor,  or 

systems  of  government  fi>r  the  very  the  heavy  hand  of  power  upon  tibe  ridi  and 

of  accumulating  bribes  and  presents  great. 

tUL    This  system  of  Mr.  Hastings's  These  are  his  merits.    What  we  diarge  as 

MWt  is  such  a  one,  I  believe,  as  the  his  demerits  are  all  of  the  same  nature ;  ftr 

pation  in  particulajr  will  disown ;  for  thou^  there  is  undoubtedly  oppremiooihreadi 

ntnre  to  say,  that,  if  thisre  is  any  ona  of  fidtfa,  cmelty,  p«ffid|y,  cktf|adl  «po«  Iqh^ 
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Jit  tb«  fTMt  ruling  priadple  of  the  wiiole,aBd  vateoM;  fcr  though  in  tlaftaBii  mevwyiMi 
thftt,  trook  which  joa  can  neTcr  have  an  act  then  may  he  sobsidiaij  treatiaa,  bj  whiA 
free,  ia  mooey — it  ia  thence  of  baae  avarice,  auma  of  monej  may  be  leceifed,  yat  tkji^ 
which  never  ia,  nor  ever  appeara  eten  to  the  bid  their  aerranta,  their  govcfuuia,irfMiw 
prejudkea  of  mankind  to  be,  any  thing  like  a  application  thej  nugjbt  pt<etend  to  anka  d 
Tirtue.  Our  deaire  of  acquiring  aovereignly  them,  to  receive,  under  any  oChernanMarfii^ 
In  India  undoubtedly  originated  firtt  in  ideaa  tanoe,  more  than  a  certain  ■narked  ainplsap 
of  aafisty  and  neceasity ;  its  next  atep  was  a  cf  money,  and  thia  not  without  the  coaMBti|i4 
step  of  ambition.  That  ambition,  as  generallj  permiaaion  of  the  praaaden^t  to  which  ikiqf 
happens  in  conquest,  was  followed  by  gains  ciC  bebng.  Thia  ia  the  aubntenoe,  the  piincfl^ 
money ;  butafterwards  there  was nomixture  at  and  ihb  wpint  of  the  oovenanta,  and  will  ilnv 
all  i  it  was, during  Mr.  Haatings's  time,  altoge-  your  lonbhipa  bow  mAcated  an  evil  thiifC 
thara  business  of  money.  If  he  has  extirpated  a  bribery  and  preaoita  waa  jnc^ed  to  ha 
nation,  I  will  not  aay  whether  properly  or  im-  When  theve  ooveaanta  arrived  in  Indii,4v 
properiy,  it  is  because  (says  he)  you  have  all  the  aervaats  refiised  atfint  to  czecnte  thsBi  ¥4 
benefit  of  conquest  without  expense^  you  have  got  suqwnded  the  executioo  of  them,  till  tfa^  W 
a  large  aum  of  money  from  the  people,  and  you  enridied  themselves  with  presents.  Siini 
may  leave  them  to  be  governed  by  whom,  and  months  elasped,  and  it  waa  not  till  Lori  CBm 
as  they  wilL  This  is  directly  contrary  to  the  reached  the  place  of  hia  deatinatioa,  tkt  dv 
principles  of  conquerours.  If  he  has  at  any  time  covenants  were  executed  ;  and  they  wsie  Ml 
taken  any  moo^  from  the  dependencies  of  the  executed  then  without  some,  degree  of  6m 
eooipany,  he  does  not  pretend,  that  it  waa  Soon  aflerwards  the  trea^  was  niade  villi  lb 
obtained  from  their  zeal  and  affection  to  our  countiy  powers,  by  vducfa  Shuja  nl  Dtall 
cause,  or  that  it  made  their  submission  more  waa  re-established  in  the  province  cf  Oakt 
complete;  very  far  from  it.  He  says,  they  andpaidasumofiSiKXVOOO  to  the  oompasf  fef 
ought  to  be  independent,  and  all,  that  you  have  it.  It  was  a  public  payment,  and  them  sii 
to  do,  it  is  to  squeeze  money  firom  them.  In  not  a  suspicion,  that  a  aingle  shilling  of  prinU 
^ort  money  is  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  emolument  attended  it.  But  vfhether  Uk 
the  and  of  every  kind  ofact  done  by  Mr.  Has-  Hastings  had  the  example  ofodiera  or  not,  ^ 
tings — pretendedly  for  the  company,  but  really  example  could  not  ^istify  his  brihjnriea.  Hi 
for  himself.  waa  sent  there  to  put  an  end  to  all  those  la- 

Haviqg  said  so  much  about  the  origin,  the  amples.  The  company  did  ejqireaaly  vast  fain 
first  principle  both  of  that,  which  he  makes  his  wiUi  that  power.  They  declared  a^  that  tmti 
merit,  and  which  we  charge  as  his  demerit;  that  the  whole  of  their  service  waa  totaly  c» 
the  next  step  is,  that  I  should  lay  open  to  your  rupted  by  bribes  and  presents,  and  by  extnn* 
lordships,  as  clearly  as  I  can,  what  the  sense  gance  and  luxury,  which  p^xify  gun  rm  to 
of  hii  employers,  the  East-India  Company,  Uiem ;  and  these  in  their  turn  enabled  dan 
and  what  the  sense  of  the  legislature  itself  to  pursue  those  excesses.  They  not  onlf  ifr 
baa  been  upon  those  merits  and  demerits  <^  poaod  trust  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Fffff**"^ 
money.  but  reposed  trust  in  hm  renuurkable  fingah^ 

My  lords,  the  conqiany  knowing,  diat  these  and  onier  in  his  affairs,  which  they  considflrsl 
money  transactions  were  likely  to  subvert  as  things,  that  distinguished  hk  character, 
that  empire,  which  was  first  established  upon  But  in  his  defence  we  have  him  ^pute  in  anoliMr 
them,  dui  in  the  year  1765^  send  out  a  body  of  diaracter,  no  longer  the  fiugal  attentive  aervMl 
the  strongest  and  most  solemn  covenants  to  their  bred  to  business,  bred  to  book-keeping,  u  tl 
servants,  that  they  ahould  take  no  presents  the  company's  servants  are{  he  now  knDVi 
&o|m  the  country  powers  under  any  name  or  nothing  of  his  own  affidra,  kxtows  wot  whednr 
clescripti(«,  except  those  things,  which  were  he  is  rich  or  poor,  knows  not  what  he  hai  ii 
publicly  and  openly  taken  for  the  use  of  the  the  woiid.  Nay,  peofde  are  bnon^  iorvaid 
f^popaoy,  namely  lerritortss,  or  trniu  qf  money,  to  say,  that  they  know  better  than  he  doas  wM 
which  might  be  obtainod  by  treaty.  They  his  affairs  are.  He  is  not  like  a  carefid  ma 
d^tiqguisbed  such  presents,  as  were  taken  bred  in  a  counting-house,  and  by  the  dirsdan 
("om  spy  persons  privately  and  unknown  to  put  into  an  office  df  the  highest  trust  on  Boonnt 
them,  and  without  their  authority,  from  subsi-  of  the  regularity  of  his  affairs  ;  he  is  like  oaa 
4ia8i  aod  that  Uus  is  the  true  nature  and  con-  buried  in  the  contemplation  of  the  stars,  u4 
S^cUoQ  of  their  order,  I  shall  contend,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  things  of  this  waH,  & 
mgitm  a^erwapds  to  your  lordships.  They  was  then  on  accoiuit  of  an  idea  pf  hii  p«l 
tWrvstddiOoOuogihattbe  taken  for  their  pri-    inti^tj,  that  the  oomiiai^  pvt  bm  WIU^^ 


OP  WARREN  HA8TIN0S,  ESO.  143 

AoKtioli.     Binee  fliat  he  has  thoaght  proper  mich  like,— ^lirectly  in  the  reiy  game  light  as 

fii  justify  himself,  not  by  clearing  himself  of  they  considered  taking  them  by  themselyes. 

rtoemng  bfibes,  bat  by  saying,  that  no  bad  It  is  perhaps  a  much  more  dangerous  way, 

eoi»eqaeaces  resulted  from  it,  and  diat,  if  any  because  it  adds  to  the  crime  a  fiJse  pceyari- 

SDch  eril  consequences  did  arise  from  it,  they  eating  mode  of  concealing  it,  and  nukes  it 

•rose  ratiier  from  his  inattention  to  money  thu  much  more  mischievous  by  admitting  others 

fnm  his  desbre  of  acquiring  it.  into  the  participation  of  it.    Mr.  Hastings  has 

I  have  stated  to  your  lordships  the  nature  of  said,  and  it  is  one  of  the  general  complaints  of 

die  covenants,  which  the  East-India  Company  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  is  made  answerable  for 

wtUt  o«rt.    Afterwards,  when  they  Ibund  their  Hke  acts  of  other  men.    It  is  a  diing  inhermt 

■it'tauts  had  reflisod  to  execute  these  covenants^  in  the  nature  of  his  situation.    All  tfiose,  who 

ttey  not  tnAy  very  severely  reprehended  even  a  enjoy  a  great  superintending  trust,  which  is  to 

iteAient's  delay  in  their  execution,  and  threa-  regulate  the  whole  affairs  of  an  empire,  are 

llBed  the  exacting  tiie  most  strict  uid  rigorous  responsible  for  the  acts  and  conduct  of  other 

pttfemnnee  «f  them,  but  they  sent  a  commis-  men,  so  far  as  they  had  any  thing  to  do  with 

An:  to  enforce  the  observance  of  them  more  appointing  them,   or  holding  them  in  their 

giroiigly ;  and  that  commission  had  it  specially  jdaces,  or  having  any  sort  of  inspection  into 

in  4itSctgfi  never  to  receive  presents.      They  their  conduct. 

i#nrf  sent  out  a  person  to  India  without  re-  But  when  a  govemour  presumes  to  remove 

cngjtoitfng  the  grievance ,  and  without  ordering,  from  their  situations  those  persons,  vrbam  the 

dni  presents  should  not  be  received,  as  die  public  authority  and  sanction  of  the  company 

idain  ilmdamental  part  of  their  duty,  and  upon  have  appointed,  and  obtrudes  upon  them  by 

sMilkdi  all  the  rest  depended,  as  it  certainly  violence  other  persons,  superseding  the  orders 

dMst :  fbit  peHMns  at  Ae  head  of  government  of  his  masters,  he  becomes  doubly  responsible 

flbbadd  not  eneou^ge  that  by  example,  which  lor  their  conduct.    If  die  persons  he  names 

diby  ought  by  precept,  antiiority  and  force,  to  should  be  of  notorious  evil  character  and  evil 

Hiitri&n  in  an  wSoW  thdm.    That  commission  principles,  and  if  this  should  be  perfectly 

fldBttg,  anofhei*  eoittmission  was  preparing  to  known  to  himself,  and  of  puUic  notoriety  to 

be'  sent  out  ^th  the  same  instructions,  when  the  rest  of  the  world,  then  another  strong  re- 

tfft  act  of  p^riiament  took  it  up:  and  that  act,  sponsibility  attadies  on  him  for  the  acts  of 

fdU6h  gave  Mr.  Hastings  power,  did  mould  in  those  persons. 

dl6YiSiiyfi^tstdmina  of  his  power  this  principle  Gbvemours,  we  know  very  weH,  cannot 

id  n^ords  the'  most  clear  and  forcible,  diat  an  act  with  their  own  hands  be  continuaHy  receiving 

of  parl&ment  could  possiMy  devise  upon  the  bribes ;  for  then  they  must  have  as  many 

Mdyect.    Ahd  that  act  was  made  not  only  upon  hands,  as  one  of  the  idols  in  an  Indian  temple, 

m'getteral  kno^^edge  of  the  grievance,  but  your  in  order  to  receive  all  the  bribes,  which  a  go- 

loittflnps  win  see  in  die  reports  of  that  time,  vemouivgeneral  may  receive ;  but  they  have 

dbit  parliaikient  had  directly  in  view  before  them  vicarously.    As  there  are  many  offices, 

tftism'  die  v^holeof  that  monstrous  head  of  cor-  so  be  has  had  various  officers,  for  receiving 

idptiob  under  die  nanke  of  presents,  and  aU  and  distributing  his  bribes ;  he  has  had  a  great 

dfo  monstrood  consequences,  that  followed  it  many,  some  white  and  some  Uack,  agents. 

19'ow,  my  Idrds,  every  office  of  trust,  in  its  The  white  men  are  loose  and  licentious ;  they 

vttry  natufe,  fotbids  the  receipt  of  bribes.    But  are  apt  to  have  resentments,  and  to  be  bold  in 

BiCr.  Hastihgs  was  (brbidden  it,  first,  by  his  revenging  them.    The  black  men  are  very 

«diei>l  situation ;  next  by  covenant ;  and  lastly  secret  adi  mysterious ;  they  are  not  vpi  to  have 

fcjf  act  of  parliament — that  is  to  say,  by  all  very  quick  resentments,  they  have  not  the  same 

1Mb  tAings,  diat  bind  mankind,  or  that  can  bind  liber^  and  boldness  of  language,  which  cha^ 

JMi,^-^first,  akoral  obligation  inherent  in  the  raeterize  Europeans ;  and  Uiey  have  fears  too 

Jb^  of  theit*  office ;  next,  the  positive  injunc-  for  themselves,  which  makes  it  more  likely, 

liMtar  of  the  legnlature  of  the  country ;  and  lastly,  that  they  will  conceal  any  thing  committed  to 

a  dnmVown  private,  partictdar,  vohmtary  act  them  by  Europeans.   Therefore  Mr.  Hastings 

idd  oo^etiant.     These  three,  the  great  and  had  his  black  agents,  not  one,  two,  three, 

oCdy  oMigatioAs,  that  bind  mankhid,  all  united  but  many,  disseminated  through  the  ootntiy ; 

ki  tbcr  Ibetts  of  this  single  point--that  they  no  two  of  them  hardly  appear  to  be  in  the 

atkould  take  no  presents.  secret  of  any  one  bribe.    He  has  had  likewise 

I  adi  to  mark  your  brdships,  that  d^is  law  his  white  agents— they  were  necessary— a  Mr. 

afid  this  covenant  did  consider  indireiit  way^  Laridns  ami  a  Mr.  Crofts.    Mr.  Crofb  was 

of  tikldiig]krtoMiMs-^^akiitgthembyodie^,  and  sub-treasurer,  and  Mr.  Larkins  aecountant» 
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Tb«M  were  dw  bflt  penoM  of  an  of  dw  eovliy,  had 

odMfs,  that  ikould  have  had  aaj  thing  to  do  Mr  mrfwitwl,  llat 

with  bribes;  jet  tbete  were  KMM of  hvafoita  nbei  to  bold  o«  the 

!•  bribery.    There  are  lew  tnetanoes  in  eona-  tolaDj  mnfiaratwi 

pariaon  of  the  whole  number  of  bribes,  bat  tjraMj  was  done,  uadaahL, 

there  are  some,  where  two  men  are  in  the  preteodedL     This 

secret  of  the  same  bribe.    Nay,  it  appears,  BIr.  Hastings,  mad  the 

that  there  was  one  bribe  divided  into  diftrent  fumtn  tat  fife  jenrs, 

paymeols  at  diSereol  times — that  one  part  was  ahrap  affmnyaniea  his  acts  «f 

^HTffnmi**^  to  one  Uack  secretary — another  the  idea  d  wmmitd  merit.    He  adopled  %m 

part  to  another  black  secretary.    So  that  it  is  mode  of  mnfisratiag  the  at  alia,  aad  kllias 

afanost  impossible  to  make  up  a  complete  body  them  to  frrmeis,  fiir  the  avowed  paipoit  d 

of  all  his  bribery :  you  may  find  the  scattered  aeeing  how  mnch  it  was  pnamhki  to  take  otf 

limbs,  some  here  and  others  there ;  and  while  of  them.    Aooordmglj  he  aet  them  op  Is  An 

you  are  employed  in  picking  them  op,  he  wiU  and  wicked  ancfion,  aa  k  wodd  kne 

may  escape  entirely  in  a  prosecution  for  the  heen,  if  it  had  been  a  teal  umo    uaiifl  mi 

whole.  Ireadieroas,  as  it  was.    He  aat  these  kdi 

The  first  act  of  his  gorernment  in  Bengal  up  fiir  the  purpose  of  ■*»^S"j  that  disesmy, 

was  the  most  boU  and  extraordinary,  that  I  and  pretended,  that  the  diaoovety  wodd  jiaU 

beliere  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  any  man,  a  most  amazing  increase  of  leaC    Atd.  fa 

I  will  say,  of  any  tyrant.    It  was  no  more  or  soaae  time  it  appeared  so  to  do,  tiB  it  one  to 

lem  than  a  genml  (almost  ezceptlessj  ooofis-  the  ioochstone  of  experience  ;  and  thea  it  an 

cation,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  or  all  the  fcund,  that  there  was  a  defidcatian  fiom  tee 

landed  property  in  Bengal  upon  most  extraor-  monstrous  raised  rBrennea,  a^ikfa  were  to 

dinary  pretences.    Strange  as  this  may  appear,  cancel  in  the  minds  of  the  diredois  the  wiek> 

he  did  so  confiscate  it ;  he  put  it  up  to  a  pre-  edness  of  so  atrodoos,  ^gititnis,  and  konid 

tended  public,  in  reali^  to  a  private  corrupt,  an  act  of  treachery.    At  the  end  of  fifeyem 

auction;  and  such  &Toured  landhdden,  as  what  do  you  think  was  thefiukaef— No  len 

came  to  it,  were  obliged  to  consider  themselres  than  £JtfiGOfif}0.  Then  a  new  sooree  of  cer- 

as  not  any  longer  proprietors  of  the  estates,  ruption  was  opened,  diat  is,  how  to  deal  widi 

but  to  recognize  themselyes  as  fiumers  under  the  balances :   tar  every  man,  who  had  «• 

government :  and  even  those  few,  diat  were  gaged  in  these  transactions,  was  a  debtor  to 

permitted  to  remain  on  their  estates,  had  their  government,  and  the  remission  of  diat  debt 

payments  raised  at  his  arbitrary  discretion ;  depended  upon  the  discretion  of  the  govenoa^ 

aad  die  rest  oftbe  lands  were  given  to  fiumers  gemenL   Then  die  persons,  who  were  to  settle 

general,  appointed  by  him  and  his  committee,  die  composition  of  diat  immwinf  je^t,  lAo 

at  a  price  fixed  by  the  same  arbitrary  die-  were  to  see  how  much  was  recoverable,  aai 

cretioo.  how  much  not,  were  able  to  finroor,  or  to  eaet 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  your  k>rdship8,  to  the  h»t shilling;  and  thme  nerer  esialBd • 

that  the  revenues  of  Bengal  are  fi)r  the  most  doubt,  but  that,  not  only  iqion  the  ongisd 

part  territorial  revenues,  great  quit  rents  issu-  oruel  exaction,  but  upon  the  renussioB  aftv' 

ing  out  of  lands.    I  shall  say  nothing  either  wards,  immense  gains  wore  derived.    Ttit 

of  die  nature  of  this  property,  of  the  nghto  of  will  account  for  die  maimer,  in  which  daee 

the  people  to  it,  or  of  the  mode  of  exacting  the  stupendous  fortunes,  yrbkh  astonish  the  worid; 

rents,  till  that  great  question  of  revenues,  one  have  been  made.    They  have  been  nade- 

of  the  greatest,  which  we  shall  have  to  hiy  first,  by  a  tyrannous  exaction  firom  the  people, 

before  you,  shall  be  brou^t  before  your  lord-  who  were  sufiered  to  remain  in  pnaensnina  d 

ships  particularly  and  iq>ecially  as  an  article  of  their  own  land  as  fiurmers,  then  by  settst^  the 

divge.    I  only  mention  it  now  as  an  exem*  restto  fiuiners  atrente  and  under  hopes,  idudi 

pUfioitionof  the  great  principle  of  corruption,  could  never  be  realized,  and  then  getting  bmb^ 

which  guided  Mr.  Hastingrs  conduct.  for  the  relaxation  of  their  dehtB.    But  whatever 


more  truly  noUe  body  never  existed  in  that  public  good,  that  is  to  say,  that  sort  of  pidilie 

character;)  my  lords,  when  all  the  nobility,  good,  which  Mr.  Hastings  so  oAenptofomed,  of 

some  of  whom  have  borne  the  rank  and  port  ruinmg  the  country  for  the  beiMfit  of  die  oosii 

sf  princes,  all  die  gentry,  all  die  fireehoklers  pany;  yet,in  fibCtjUusbuaiMaaofbakBoess 
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dMt«iidiM,m  which  have  been  nuatledaod  bred  man  is  well  known  in  the  reeordf  of  the  coai> 

and  born  all  the  oorruptians  of  India ; — 6r8t,  pany,  as  his  agent  for  receimg  secret  gifbr « 

Jiy  making  extravagant  demands,  and  afler-  confiscations  and  presents.    Tou  woukl  havo 

wards  by  making  corrupt  relaxations  of  them,  imagined,  that  he  would  at  least  have   kept 

Besides  this  monstrous  failure  in  conse-  him  out  c^  these  farms,  in  order  to  give  the 

queaoe  of  a  miserable  exaction,  by  which  more  measure  a  ookwr  at  least  of  disinterestedness, 

was  attempted  to  be  forced  from  the  country  and  to  show,  that  this  whole  system  of  comip- 

Ifaan  it  was  capable  of  yielding,  and  this  by  ti(m  and  peconiary  oppression  was  carried  on 

wnyof  experimeBt,  when  your  lordships  come  for  the  benefit  of  the  company.    The  gover« 

<o  inquire  who  ihe  farmers-general  of  the  nour-general  and  council  made  an  ostensible 

ivrenue  were,  you  would  natitfally  expect  to  order,  by  whicli  no  collector,  or  person  •oon>' 

find  them  to  be  the  men  in  the  several  coun-  cemed  in  the  revenue,  should  have  ai^  -cmi- 

4ries,  who  had  the  most  interest,  the  greatest  nection  with  these  farms.    This  mder  did  not 

wealth,  the  best  knowledge  of  the  revenue  and  include  the  govemour-general  in  the  words  of 

jreaouroes  of  the  country,  in  which  they  lived,  it,  but  more  than  included  him  in  the  spirit  of 

SThene  would  be  thought  the  natural  proper  it :   because  his  power  to  protect  a  fiurmeiw 

Annermgeneral  of  eadk  district.     No  such  general  in  the  person  of  his  own  servant  was 

tluBg,  my  lords.    They  are  found  in  the  body  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  any  stAordi- 

4Bf  people,  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  your  lord-  nate  person.   Mr.  Hastings,  in  breach  of  this 

ahipa.    They  were  almost  all  let  to  Calcutta  order,  gave  fiurms  to  his  own  banyan.  You  find 

banyans.  Calcutta  banyans  vrere  tiie  farmers  of  him  the  fiurmer  of  great,  of  vast  and  extensive 

almiodt  the  whole.  They  sub-delegated  toothers,  fiums. 

who  sometimes  had  sub-delegates  under  them  Another  regulation,  that  was  made  on  that 
mi  infinkum.  The  whole  formed  a  system  occasion,  was,  that  no  farmer  shouki  have, 
fOfBther  threugh4hesuocessioa  of  black  tyrants  except  in  particular  cases,  which  were  mark- 
•cattered  through  the  country,  in  which  you  ed,  described,  and  accurately  distinguidbed,  a 
at  last  find  the  European  at  the  end,  some-  greater  farm  ^an  what  paid  £.10,000  a  year 
times  indeed  not  hid  very  deep,  not  above  one  to  government.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  broken 
tietweeo  him  and  the  farmer,  namely,  his  die  first  regulation  by  giving  any  farm  at  all 
banyan  directly,  or  some  other  black  person  to  his  banyan,  finding  himself  bolder,  broke 
to  represent  him.  But  some  have  so  managed  die  second  too,  and,  instead  of  £  .10,OCIO,  gave 
the  afiair,  that  when  you  inquire  who  the  far^  him  farms  paying  a  revenue  of  £.130,000  a  year 
mer  is— Was  such  a  one  farmer?—- No.  Can-  te  government.  Men  undoubtedly  have  been 
too  Baboo?— No.  Another?— No:  at  last  known  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  their  do- 
you  find  three  deep  of  fictitious  farmers,  and  mestics :  such  things  have  happened  to  great 
foa  find  the  European  gentlemen,  high  in  men ;  they  never  have  happened  justifiidily  in 
place  and  authority,  the  real  farmers  of  the  my  opinion.  They  have  never  hi^ppened  ex- 
settlement.  So  that  the  zemindars  were  dis-  cusably;  but  we  are  acquainted  sufliciently 
possessed,  the  country  racked  and  ruined  for  the  with  the  weakness  of  human  nature  to  know, 
benefit  of  an  European,  under  the  name  of  a  that  a  domestic,  who  has  served  you  in  a  near 
frrmer :  for  you  will  easily  judge  whether  these  office  long,  and  in  your  opinion  faithfully,  does 
gentlemen  had  fallen  so  deeply  in  love  with  the  become  a  kind  of  relation :  it  brings  on  a  great 
banyans,  and  thought  so  highly  of  their  merits  affection  and  regard  for  his  interest.  Now 
and  services,  as  to  reward  them  with  all  the  was  this  the  case  withMr.  Hastings  and  Can- 
possessions  of  the  great  landed  interest  of  the  too  Baboo  ?  Mr.  Hastings  was  just  arrived  at 
country.  Your  lordships  are  too  grave,  wise  his  gevemmmit,  and  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been 
and  discerning,  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  but  a  year  in  his  service ;  so  that  he  codd  not 
to  say  more  upon  that  subject.  Tell  me,  that  in  that  time  have  contracted  any  great  degree 
the  banyans  d  English  gentlemen,  dependants  of  friendship  for  him.  These  people  do  not 
OD  them  atCalcutta,  were  the  farmers  through-  live  in  year  house ;  the  Hindoo  servants  never 
out,  and  I  believe  I  need  not  teU  your  lordships,  sleep  in  it ;  they  cannot  eat  with  your  servant ; 
lor  whose  benefit  they  were  farmers.  they  have  no  second  table,  in  which  they  can 

But  there  b  one  of  these,  m^o  comes  so  be  continudly  about  you,  to  be  domesticated 

nearly,  indeed  so  precisely  within  thin  observa-  with  yourself,  a  part  of  your  being,  as  people's 

ticm,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  pass  him  by.  servants  are  to  a  certain  degree.    These  per- 

Whoever  has  heard  of  JVfr.  Hastings's  name,  sons  live  all  abroad ;  they  come  at  stated  hours 

with  any  knowledge  of  Indian  connections,  has  upon  matters  of  business,  and  nothing  more. 

iMud  of  ha  banyan  Cantoo  Baboo.    This  But  if  ithad  been  otherwise,  Mr.  Hastinfi'a 
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«ra  jMv's  ili0«iC:  be  M  bdbra 
kmtoMr.  Bmm§i^    Tov 

prvlmfed  I*  be  fibdni  a  *e  Mttfe. 
«r  themkam,wtn  fiirlbe  b«M6l  «r 
ttei  old,  dtoyd,  ■ftrtinitB  wwat  cf 


Iba»elMf«  ■pokoBoalyofibe 
a  fiwt  Botorioof  ijiHi  of  earn 
^raacbed  oat  oo  aeBf  wmjs,  aad 


mkk  wmdk  homble  enb  finoai  tfaetdey  to  thia,     If 
Ibat  I  wil  TiBtar*  to  say  k  wil  anke  obo     ^odj 


of  tbe  cMaleit,  weightiMt,  andiMBtmiflnd 
ptrti  oftbo  ebarfo,  that  k 
ai  I  bebero  I  seed  not  tdl  joor  bnUups,  tfaat 

aaanenpttoaetiipUiewfaoleleadodiBtenit  aede  Ike  aMlMritjr  of  the 

of  a  kingdom  to  auctioonnift  be  attended,  not  The  diwctBta,awaiy»  of  thapuim  kih 

only  in  that  act  but  eveiy  conaeqnwitial  act,  tlMai  oter  tkotr  aowaala  h^  dw  aat  if  paiir 

widi  moot  grief  oiM  and  terrfideeoaaeqnenoea.  aent,diou^tfaoir  wiaiiiialhm  iiaa  tahaati 

Mjlofdi^Iwillnowcomotoaaconoofpoc**  them,  did,  igwuaHy  to  Ae  wfinft  tmd  pair 

latfan  of  another  land;  namely,  a  poeuiatian  by  cf  that  act,  give  thia  oidor. 

the  direct  aaleof  offices  ofjustice;  by  the  dired  The  oooncfl  tunuiatad  <f  tip»pftiea;Jih 

aale  of  theaucceaiioM  offemiiieg,by  the  sale  of  Hastingi  and  Bir.  Banael,  mlm  wwadMH^ 

gamdianalupa,  and  tmsts,  held  moat  aacred  and  kept  there,  apoa  1h»  idea  «f  ihair  lud 

among  the  people  of  India;by  the  aale  of  hnowleidge;  aad  the  other  thwiu^wiwiiaaay 

them,BOta8beioretofannen,Botaayoiiaiight  poipted  oa  aooooat  of  their  §raat  parti  ai 

imagine  to  near  relatiooi  of  the  fiwiiUea,bi*  a  kaofim  ialegiity.    Aadl  wfllTamnratfrHyf 

aaleof  them  tothe  unfaithftdsenranlaofthoae  that  thoae  three  genflnaMn  didaooBBacatatbwf 

familiei,  their  own  perfidioua  aerrants,  who  duty  in  India  m  all  the  anhefantial  paiteof  il| 

had  mined  their  eatatea,  who,  if  any  balancea  that  they  will  aenre  aa  a  ahield  to  coaar  ths 

had  aodrued  to  the  government,  had  been  the  hooour  of  England,  wImmuiw  thaa  coiBliy  ii 

caufo  of  thoae  debta.    Thoae  very  aervanta  upbraided  in  India. 

were  pot  in  power  over  their  estates,  their  They  Ibond  a  ramoor  laanaig  ihwimb  ths 

poTMns  and  their  lamilies  by  Mr.  Hastings  coontry  of  great  pecdatioas  and  oppismiBaf 

ibr  a  sbamefiil  price.     It  will  be  proved  to  Soon  after,  when  it  was  known,  wliat  tfaeiriB- 

your  lorddups  in  die  course  of  this  business,  stmctions  were,  and  that  the  ooimcil  was  rtady^ 

that  Mr.  ^aatn)g8  has  done  this  in  another  ae  is  the  first  duty  of  all  goveiaoasa,  even 

saprod  trust,  th«  nioft  sapred  trust  a  man  can  when  there  is  no  express  ocder,  feo  lossivs 

have;  that  is,  in  the  qape  of  thoae  vackielaCaa  oomplainta  against  the  oppseasioBa  and  csr- 

tl^ey  dJl  tb^)  agents,  or  attoraips,  who.  bad  mptions  of  government  in  any  pait  of  it   ihsy 

been  s^at  to  apsaet  and  support  the  rights  of  found  snoh  a  body  (and  diat  bodyshaU  be  pss* 

their  ipiieci^la  ipastem  bfolbre  the  oouncii*  diicedioyourk)idships)ofoorn]ptaoBaiiipeaa- 

genar^    It  will  b«  provedt  that  these  vackiels  lation  in  every  walk,  in  every  departassat)  ii 

were  by  Mr.  Halting^,  fiy  9>  price  to  be  paid  every  situation  cf  life,  ia  the  aale  of  the  bmiI 

fojT  it«  put  lid  posaessiqn  of  the  very  poweiv  sacred  trusts,  and  in  the  deatractioa  of  d» 

situation*  tiad  satates of  those  masters,  who  most  antient fiuniliee  of  the  coantiy!,  aal be» 

a«Qt  tham  to  Calcutta  to  defend  them  fixm  licve  in  so  short  a  time  never  was  Mwiijud 

WOOi  Vid  viplaocop    The  aoUioff  cfficea  of  since  the  world  began. 

jilstj|De,the  sale  of  suooeasion  in  fkmilies,  of  Tour  kxdships  woidd  imagine,  that  Mv 

gutrdiiushipt   nad  othec  sacned  trusts,  the  Hastings  wouki  at  least  oatmibly  have  takoi 

BeQiog  iPMten  to  their  seryants,  and  princi*  some  part  in  endeavouring  tobrmg  thsaa  esp* 

paly,  ta  the  i^ttorQiM  they  employed  to  defend  ruptiona  belbre  the  public,  or  that  he  wwdd  at^ 

thfiMM|l^«UWffe«llptrtiofthesaneqr8tem;  least  have  acted  with  aome little 
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^lUioppositida.    But  abs!  it  was  not  in  his  ofakxjuj  of  ^English  nation,  was  obmooom 

powv;  dmre  was  not  one,  I  think,  but  I  am  of  his  attachrocnC  to  his  own  priaoa  and  Ao 

aaraverj  few,  of  these  general  articles  of  oor-  liberties  of  his  oountvy.  Be  he  what  he  might,  I 

nptioB,  in  which  the  moot  eminent  figure  in  am  not  disposed,  norhave  I  the  least  occasion, 

die  crowd,  the  principal  figure  as  it  were  in  to  defend  either  his  conduct  or  his  memorf. 

Am  piece,  was  not  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  It  is  to  no  purpose  fer  Mr.  Hastings  to 

TlHre  were  a  great  manr  others  involved  ;  spend  time  in  idle  objections  to  the  character 

6raU  departments  were  corrupted  and  vitiated,  of  Nuodcomar.    Let  him  ba  as  bad  as  Mr. 

But  you  could  notopen  a  page,  in  which  you  Hastings  represents  him.    I  suppose  he  was  a 

did  not  see  Mr.  Hastings,  or  in  which  you  did  caballing,  bribing,  intriguing  poKtieian,  like 

■at  son  Caatoo  Baboo.     Either  the  black  or  others  in  that  cotmtry,  Iwth  black  and  whHe. 

whils  side  of  Mr.  Hastings  constantly  was  We  know,  associates  hi  dark  and  eiril  aetk»8 

visiblo  to  the  world  in  every  part  of  these  are  not  generally  the  best  of  men ;  but  be  that 

transactions.  as  it  will,  it  generally  happens,  that  they  are 

"With  the  other  gendemen,  who  were  visi-  the  best  of  all  diMOveren.    If  Mr.  Hasdnfli 

Us  too,  I  have  at  present  no  dealing.    Mr.  were  the  aecoser  of  Nundcomar,  I  aheuM 

Hastings,  instead  of  using  any  management  think  the  presamptiens  equally  strcHig  against 

OB  tlMt  occasion,  instantly  set  up  his  power  Nmdcomar,  if  he  had  acted  as  Mr.  Hastings 

asHl  authority,  directly  against  the  majority  has  acted.    He  was  not  only  competent,  but 

of  the  council,  directly  against  his  colleagues,  the  roost  oompetent  of  all  men  to  be  Mr. 

directly  against  the  authority  of  the  East-India  Hastings's  accuser.    But  Mr.  Hastings  has 

company  and  the  authority  of  the  act  of  par-  himself  established  both  his  character,  and  his 

liaaaisnt,  to  pat  a  dead  stop  to  all  dMse  in-  competency,  by  empbying  him  against  Mar> 

quiries.    He  broke  up  the  council  the  moment  homed  R«Ea  KhAn.    He  shall  not  blow  hot 

Asy  attmnpted  to  perferm  this  part  of  their  and  cold.    In  what  respect  was  Mr.  Hastings 

duty.    As  the  evidence  multiplied  upon  him,  better  than  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  tfiat  the 

the  darmg  exertions  of  his  power  in  stopping  whole  rule,  principle,  and  system  of  accusa- 

nU  inquiries  increased  continually.    But  he  tion  and  inquiry  should  be  totally  reversed  in 

fave  a  credit  and  authority  to  the  evidence  general,  nay,  reversed  in  the  particular  In* 

by  these  attempts  to  suppress  it  stance  the  moment  he  became  accuser  against 

Tour  lordships  have  heard,  that  among  the  Mr.  Hastings.    Such  was  the  accuser.    He 

body  of  the  accusers  of  thn  corruption  diere  was  the  man,  that  gave  the  bribes,  and,  in 

was  a  principal  man  in  die  country,  a  man  of  addition  to  his  own  evidence,  offers  proof  fay 

the  first  rank  and  authority  in  it,  called  Nund-  other  witnesses. 

oomar,  who  had  the  management  of  revenues  What  was  the  accusation  ?    Was  the  ac- 

aiaonairing  to  £.150,000  a  year,  and  who  had,  cusation  improbable,  either  on  account  of  tho 

if  reaUy  inclined  to  play  the  small  game,  with  subject-matter,  or  the  actor  in  it  ?    Does  such 

mbaiA  he  has  been  charged  by  his  accusers,  an  appointment  as  that  of  Munny  Begum  in 

abundant  means  to  gratH^  himself  in  plajring  die  most  barefeced  evasion  of  his  orders  a(>> 

great  ones  ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  pear  ta  your  lordriiips  a  matter,  that  contains 

given  him,  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  no  just  presumptions  of  guilt?  so  that  when  a 

a  diaracter,  which  woidd  at  least  justify  the  charge  of  bribery  comes  upon  it,  you  are  pre- 

•auneil  in  making  some  inquiry  into  charges  pared  to  reject  it,  as  if  die  action  were  so 

idol^  him.  clear  and  proper,  that  no  man  could  attribute 

First,  he  was  peifectly  competent  to  nuJce  it  to  an  improper  motive  ?  And,  as  to  the 
,  because  he  was  in  the  management  of  man,  is  Mr.  Hastings  a  man,  against  whom 
I  aAnrs,.  firom  which  Mr.  Hastings  is  sup-  a  charge  of  bribery  is  improbable  ?  Why,  he 
posed  to  have  received  corrupt  emolument,  owns  it.  He  is  a  professor  of  it.  He  reduces 
He  and'  hw  son  were  the  chief  managers  in  it  into  scheme  and  system.  He  glories  in  it. 
tfiose  transactiotts.  He  was,  therefore,  per-  He  ttmis  it  to  merit,  and  declares  it  is  the 
fbetly  compotent  to  it.— Mr.  Hastings  has  best  way  of  suppljring  the  exigencies  of  the 
cleared  his  character;  for,  though  it  is  true  company.  Why  therefore  should  it  be  held' 
kt  the  contradictions,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  improbable  ? — ^But  I  cannot  mention  this  pro- 
has  entmiglied  himself,  he  has  abused  and  ceedbg  without  shame  and  horrour. 
daadted  fahn,  and  particularly  after  his  ap-  My  lords,  yvhtn  this  man  appeared  as  an 
peainnce-,  as  aBaceuser,yet  before  this  he  has  aecoser  of  Mr.  Hastings,  if  be  was  a  man  of 
given  Ais  testfanony  of  him,  that  the  hatred,  bad  character,  it  was  a  great  advantage  to 
ttattedbaeB  drawn  upoD  him,  mddiegetteral  Mr.  Hastingstoboaocosedby  aman  ordat 
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deaeriptMO.     There  wm  do  likelihood  of  aoj  Then  be  took   «nodiw  rtep;  he  ao—d 

^e«t  credit  being  ^reo  to  him.  Nandcomarof  aooospiracj,  wfaidawastn^ 

This  penoo,  wIk>,  in  one  of  those  nlee,  of  he  then  and  ever  since  has  need,  idMaera 

which  I  hare  already  given  yoa  some  aoco«Bit  means  were  taken  to  detect  ai^  of  hv  own 

in  the  history  of  the  last  period  of  the  reTolo-  ink^ties. 

tions  of  Bengal,  had  been,  or  thought  he  had  And  here  it  becomes  Deceasary  to  neflboo 

been,  cheated  of  his  money,  had  made  some  another  circnmstance  of  history,  that  the  k^ 

discoveries,  and  been  guilty  of  that  great  irre-  latnre,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the  govenonr- 

missible  sin  in  India,  the  disclosure  of  pecu-  general  and  council,  had  sent  oat  a  conrt  oC 

lation.    He  afterwards  came  with  a  second  justice  to  be  a  counter  secority  agaimtdme 

disclosure,  and   was    likely  U>  have    odium  corruptions,  and  to  detect  and  ponidi  aay  sodi 

enough  upon  the  occasion.    He  directlychar^  misdemeanours,  as  might  appear.    And  diis 

ed  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  receipt  of  bribes  court  I  take  for  granted  has  done  great  aer- 

amounting  together  to  about  £40fiOO  sterling,  vices. 

given  by  himself,  on  his  own  account,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  flew  to  this  coort,  wfaidi  wu 

of  Mumy  Begum.      The  charge  was  aoconn  meant  to  protect  in  their  situations  infimnen 

panied  with  every  particular,  which  could  fa-  against  bribery  and  oorrupticMi,  radier  thu  to 

cilitate  proof  or  detection,  time,  place,  persons,  prote<^  the  accused  from  any  of  the  prdimiDaiy 

species,  to  whom  paid,  by  whom  received,  methods,  which  must    indisp^Mably  be  und 

Here  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  their  guiU ;  be 

at  once  to  defeat  the  malice  of  bis  enemies,  flew  to  this  court,  charging  this  Nimdoomv 

and  to  clear  his  character  to  the  worM.    His  and  others  with  being  conspirators, 

course  was  different.    He  railed  much  at  the  A  man  might  be  convicted  as  a  oonspira- 

accuser,  but  did  not  attempt  to  refute  the  ao-  tor,  and  yet  aflerwards  live  ;  he  mi^  pat 

cusation.    He  refuses  to  permit  the  inquiry  to  the  matter  into  other  hands,  and  go  on  with 

go  on,  attempts  to  dissolve  the  council,  com-  hia  in£)rmation ;  nothing  less  than  ttone-dead 

numds  his  banyan  not  to  attend.    The  council  would  do  the  business.    And  here  happeiKd 

however  goes  on,  examines  to  the  bottom,  and  an  odd  concurrence  of  circumstances.    Long 

resolves,  that  the  charge  was  proved,  and  that  before  Nundcomar  preferred  his  diarge,  be 

the  money  ought  to  go  to  the  company.    Mr.  knew,  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  plotting  hb  rain, 

Hastings  then  hrdke  up  the  council,  I  will  not  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  had  us^  a  man, 

say  whether  legally  or  illegally.  The  company's  whom  he,  Nundcomar,  had    turned  out  d 

law  council  thought  he  might  legally  do  it ;  doanj  called  Mohun  Persaud.    Mr.  Hastings 

but  he  corruptly  did  it,  and  left  mankind  no  had  seen  papers  put  upon  the  board,  charging 

room  to  judge  but  that  it  was  done  for  the  him  with  this  previous  plot  for  the  destructioo 

screening  of  his  own  guilt ;  for  a  man  may  use  of  Nundcomar ;  and  this  identical  person,  Mo- 

a  legal  power  corruptly,  and   for  the   most  bun  Persaud,  whom  Nundcomar  had  duurged 

shameful  and  detestable  purposes.    And  thus  as  Mr.  Hastings's  associate  in  plotting  bis 

matters  continued,  till  he  commenced  a  crimi-  ruin,  was  now  again  brought  forward,  as  tbe 

nal  prosecution  against  this  man — ^this  man,  {M-incipal  evidence  against  him.    I  wiQ  not 

whom  he  dared  not  meet  as  a  defendant.  enter  (God  forbid  I  should)  into  the  particulars 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of   answering   the  of  the  subsequent  trial  of  Nundcomar;  bat 

charge,  attacks  the  accuser.    Instead  of  meeU  you  will  find  the  marks  and   characters  of 

ing  the  man  in  front,  he  endeavoured  to  go  it  to  be  these.    You  will  find  a  close  connec- 

round,  to  come  upon  his  flanks  and  rear,  but  tion  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  chief  jis* 

never  to  meet  him  in  the  face  upon  the  ground  tice,  which  we  shall  prove.     We  shall  prove, 

of  hia  accusation,  as  he  was  bound  by  Jie  ex-  that  one  of  the  witnesses,  who  appeared  there, 

press  authority  o^  law,  and  the  express  injunc-  was  a  person,  who  had  been  before,  or  has 

tions  of  the  directors,  to  do.    If  the  bribery  is  since  been,  concerned  with  Mr.  TTaatii^  in 

not  admitted  on  the  evidence  of  Nundcomar,  his  most  iniquitous  transactions,    Tou  will 

yet  his  suppressing  it  is  a  crime— a  violation  find  what  is  very  odd,  that  in  this  trial  for  for- 

of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.    He  gery,  with  which  this  man  stood  charged,  fer- 

disobeyed  those  instructions  ;  and  if  it  be  only  gery  in  a  private  transaction,  all  the  persons, 

ibr  disobedience,  for  rebellion  against  hb  mas-  who  were  witnesses,  or  parties  to  it,  had  been, 

tern  (putting  the  corrupt  motive  out  of  the  before  or  since,  the  particular  friends  of  Mr. 

question)  I  charge  him  for  this  disobediencoi  Hastings — m  short,  persons  firom  that  rabble, 

and  especially  on  account  of  the  principles,  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  concemed,  both 

upon  which  he  proceeded  in  it.  before  and  wace,  in  various  transactioai  and 
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negotiations  of  the  most  criminal  kind.    But  his  entertainment,  according  to  some  pretend- 

tbe  law  took  its  coarse.    I  have  nothing  more  ed  custom,  at  the  rate  of  £J2O0  sterling  a  day, 

to  say  dian  that  the  man  b  gone— hanged  justly  whilst  he  remained  at  Moorshedabad.    My 

if  you  please  ;  and  that  it  did  so  happen  luckily  lords,  this  leads  me  to  a  few  reflections  on  the 

Inr  Mr.  Hastings — it  so  happened,  that  the  re-  apol(^  or  defence  of  this  bribe.    We  shall 

Uef  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  justice  of  the  certainly  I  hope  render  it  clear  to  your  lord- 

ooint,  and  the  resolution  never  to  relax  its  ri-  ships,  that  it  was  not  paid  in  thb  manner,  as  a 

gour,  did  all  concur  just  at  a  happy  nick  of  daily  allowance,  but  given  in  a  gross  sum. 

time  and  moment ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  accord-  But  take  it  in  his  own  way,  it  was  no  less  ille- 

ingly  had  the  full  benefit  of  them  all.  gal,  and  no  less  contrary  to  his  covenant ;  but 

His  accuser  was  supposed  to  be  what  men  if  true  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  an  hor- 

may  be,  and  yet  very  competent  for  accusers—  rible  aggravation  of  his   crime.     The  first 

namely,  one  of  his  accomplices  in  gnilty  ac-  thing,  that  strikes,  is,  diat  visits  firom  Mr. 

tioDS  ;  one  of  those  persons,  who  may  have  Hastings  are  pretty  severe  things  ;  and  hoepi- 

a  great  deal  to  say  of  bribes.    All,  that  I  tality  at  Moorshedabad  is  an  expensive  virtue, 

contend  for,  is,  that  he  was  in  the  closest  though  for  provision  it  is  one  of  the  cheapest 

intimacy  with  Mr.  Hastings,  was  in  a  situa-  countries  in  the  universe.    No  wonder,  that 

tion  for  giving  bribes ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  Mr.  Hastings  lengthened  his  visit,  and  made 

was  proved  afterwards  to  have  received  a  sum  it  extend  near  three  months.    Such  hosts  and 

of  money  from  him,  which  may  be  well  referred  such  guests  cannot  be  soon  parted.    Two  hun- 

to  bribes.  dred  pounds  a  day  for  a  visit !  it  Is  at  the  rate 

This  example  had  its  use  in  the  way,  in  of ^.73,000  a  year  for  himself;  and  as  I  find 

wbadi  it  was  mtended  to  operate,  and  in  which  his  companion  was  put  on  the  same  allowance, 

alone  it  could  operate.    It  did  not  dbcourage  it  will  be  £.146,000  a  year  for  hospitality  to 

ibrgeries ;  they  went  on  at  their  usual  rate,  two  English  gentlemen, 

neither  more  nor  less.    But  it  put  an  end  to  I  believe,  that  there  is  not  a  prince  in  Eu- 

ali  accusations  against  all  persons  in  power  rope,  who  goes  to  such  expensive  hospitality 

for  any  corrupt  practice.    Mr.  Hastings  ob-  of  splendour.    But  that  you  may  judge  of  the 

serves,  that  no  man  in  India  complains  3[  him.  true  nature  of  this  hospitality  of  corruption,  I 

It  is  generally  true.    The  voice  of  all  India  is  must  bring  before  you  the  business  of  the  visi- 

■topi^d.    All   complaint  was  strangled  with  ter,  and  the  ccmdition  of  the  host,  as  stated  by 

the  same  cord,  that  strangled  Nundcomar.  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  best  knows  what 

This  murdered  not  only  that  accuser,  but  all  he  was  doing. 

future  accusation  ;  and  not  only  defeated  but  He  was  Uien  at  the  old  capital  of  Bengal, 
totally  vitiated  and  reversed  aU  the  ends,  for  at  the  time  of  this  expensive  entertainment  on 
which  this  country,  to  its  eternal  and  indelible  a  business  of  retrenchment,  and  for  the  esta- 
dishonour,  had  sent  out  a  pompous  embassy  of  blishment  of  a  most  harsh,  rigorous,  and  op- 
justice  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  globe.  pressive  oeconomy.    He  wishes  the  task  wero 

But  though  Nundcomar  was  put  out  of  the  assigned  to  spirits  of  a  less  gentle  kind.    By 

way  by  the  means,  by  which  he  was  removed,  Mr.  Hastings's  account,  he  was  giving  daily 

a  part  of  the  charge  was  not  strangled  with  and  hourly  wounds  to  his  humanity  in  depri- 

him.    Whilst  the  process  against  Nundcomar  ving  of  their  sustenance  hundreds  of  pers<ms  of 

was  carrying  on  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  the  antiont  nobility  of  a  great  fallen  kingdom. 

process  was  continuing  against  Mr.  Hastings  Yet  it  was  in  the  midst  of  this  galling  duty, 

in  other  modes  ;  the  receipt  of  a  part  of  those  it  was  at  that  very  moment  of  his  tender  sensi- 

bribes  from  Munny  Begum  to  the  amount  of  bility,  that  from  the  collected  morsels  plucked 

£.15,000  was  proved  against  him  ;  and  that  a  from  the  famished   mouths  of  hundreds  of 

sum,  to  the  same  amount,  was  to  be  paid  to  decayed,  indigent,  and  starving  nobility,  he 

his  associate,  Mr.  Middleton,  as  it  was  proved  gorged  his  ravenous  maw  with  £.200  a  day 

at  Calcutta,  so  it  will  be  proved  at  your  lord-  for  his   entertainment.    In  the  course  of  all 

ships*  bar  to  your  entire  satisfaction  by  records  this  proceeding  your  lordships  will  not  fail  to 

and  living  testimony  now  in  England.    It  was  observe,  he  is  never  corrupt,  but  he  is  cruel ; 

indeed  obliquely  admitted  by  Mr.  Hastings  he  never  dines  with  comfort,  but  where  he  is 

himselC  sure  to  create  a  famine.    He  never  robs  from 

The  excuse  for  this  bribe,  fabricated  by  Mr.  the  loose  superfluity  of  standing  greatness ;  he 

Hastings,  and  taught  to  Munny  Begum,  when  devours  the  fallen,  the  indigent,  the   neces^ 

he  found,  that  she  was  obliged  to  prove  it  sitous.    His  extortion  is  not  Uke  the  generous 

•faiiiit  him,  was,  that  it  was  given  to  him  for  rapacity  of  the  priooely  eagle,  who  snatdiM 
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Miay  Ike  Kmf  UninMiig  prejr :  1m  fa  a  Tvl*  Whm  §»  mien  9i  Ihm  timmt  U  Mm 

tMN^  who  feadi  iipOD  the  prostrate,  tiM  djriiig  Mafaoand  Ren  Kkftn,  wiA  iMr  opfaki  « 

MMtthedoad.  Aa  hfacnMltj  isoMirediooidBg  itm  conwfti  cmwh  of  Ida  luaauf  ri,  aaJ  aieaai 

iImo  hfa  eovnipikm,  oo  hia  hjrpocrnj  has  tfaw  to  pMfo  to  Um  the  pahlk  kkk  far  ha 

■oaiaihiag   nwre  firigbtfol  tliaa   kio   craeky.  coatiaiioaee,   were  reoeifedy  Mr.  HoAgi^ 

For  wbikt  kio  bkmlj  aad  ropaciooo  kaod  who  had  keen  jaot  befano  a  pattern  of  «bo- 

aipio  prooeriptMBO,  aad  now  oweeps  away  tfie  dienoo,  whoa  the  iho|iniliBg,  rnnaioafag,  ■»• 

faod  of  the  widow  and  the  orphm,  kio  ejoa  priooaing,  aad  peroocnting  tliia  Ban  ww  fkt 

eiforflow  witk  teara,  and  he  ooaroffti  the  boal-  dkjeet,  yel  wkea  the  order  waaof  akoaeinl 

kifbakn,  that  bfaedi  from  wooadedkumani^,  nature,  and  pfateant  to  a  weD-famnd  hM, 

fato  aranoorooiuiddeadly  pofaontotheraoo  heat  oDoetoaMaNhfaohi  priBcipka,hegraai 

of  naa.  otid)kom  and  reiadory,  and  refiHoa  okndfaiPii 

WoB,  there  was  an  end  to  thfa  ttagie  e»-  And  m  this  sofiea  aneonqilykBg  mood  kt  eoi- 
tertafameat,  difa  faast  of  Taatakv.  Tke  few  tiaoes,  antU,  to  gratify  Mr.  Prancfa  fa  ai 
faft  oa  tke  pension  list,  tke  poor  resHiants,  agreeient  on  some  of  their  dMerenees,  hi 
that  had  escaped,  were  they  paki  by  hu  ad-  aonseated  to  hfa  propoakion  of  obedieaes  IB 
aanistratrix  and  deputy  Manny  Begum  ?  Not  the  appointment  of  the  court  of  direetors.  H« 
a  shilling.  No  ft^irer  tban  forty>-niae  peti-  grants  to  hfa  arrangement  of  convenfcnoewlal 
tions,  mosdy  from  the  widows  of  ^  gtMtest  ke  had  refused  to  hfa  doty,  and  rqdaoes  dnt 
and  most  splendid  houses  of  Bengal,  came  magistrate.  But  mark  the  doable  efaaraeter 
before  the  council,  praying  in  the  most  de-  of  the  roan,  neyer  true  to  any  thing  but  frnd 
plorable  manner  for  some  sort  of  relief  out  of  and  duplicity.  At  the  same  timetlwt  he  pob- 
Ihe  pittance  assigned  them.  Hfa  colleagues,  Udy  replaces  thfa  magistrate,  pretandiag  «■■- 
General  darering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  pliance  with  hfa  cdeague,  and  obedience  to 
Francfa,  men,  who,  when  England  fa  re-  hfa  masters,  he  did  in  defiance  of  hfa  own  and 
proaohed  for  the  government  of  India,  will,  I  the  public  foith,  privately  send  an  aasonnce 
repeat  it,  as  a  shield  be  held  up  between  thfa  to  the  nabob— that  fa,  to  Manny  Begum,  in- 
nation  aad  infamy,  did,  in  conformity  to  the  fbrms  her,  that  he  was  compeHed  by  necessity 
strict  orders  of  die  directors,  appoint  Ma-  to  the  present  arrangement  in  fevouf  of  Ma- 
homed Rexa  KhAn  to  his  old  offices— that  fa,  homed  Reza  Kh&n ;  but  that  on  the  first 
to  the  general  superintendency  of  the  household  opportunity  he  would  certainly  (fi^laoe  him 
and  the  administration  of  justice,  a  person,  again.  And  he  kept  faith  with  hfa  convption; 
who  by  hu  authority  might  keep  some  order  and  to  show  how  vainly  any  one  sought  proteo* 
in  the  ruling  fkmily  and  in  the  state.  The  tion  in  the  lawful  authority  of  thfa  kingdom, 
court  of  directors  au^orized  them  to  assure  he  dfaplaced  Mahomed  Reaa  KhAn  firom  the 
those  offices  to  him,  with  a  salary  reduced  lieutenahcy  and  controuUership,  leavmg  him 
indeed  to  £JSOflOO  a  year,  during  hfa  good  only  die  judidai  department  nnaerably  ca^ 
behaviour.    But  Mr.  Hastings,  as  soon  as  tailed. 

he  obtained  a  majority  by  the  death  of  the  But  does  he  adhere  to  hfa  old  pretence  of 

two  best  men  ever  sent  to  India,  notwithstand-  freedom  to  the  nabob  ?    No  such  thmg.    He 

in^  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  in  appoints  an  absolute  master  to  him  under  the 

spite  of  the  public  faith  solemnly  pledged  to  name  of  resident,  a  creatnre  of  hfa  personal 

Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  without  a  shadow  of  favour.  Sir  J.  Doiley,  from  whom  there  fa  not 

complaint,  had  the  audacity  to  dupossess  him  one  syUable  of  correspondence,  and  not  one 

of  ail  his  oflfaes,  and  appoint  hfa  bribing  pa-  item  of  account.     How  grievous  difa  yoke 

troness,  the  old  dancing  girl,  Munny  Begum,  was  to  that  miserable  captive,  appeara  by  a 

once  more  to  the  vice-royalty  and  all  its  atten-  paper  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  ackaow- 

dant  honoura  and  functions.  ledges,  that  the  nabob  had  offered,  out  of  die 

The  pretence  was  more  insolent  aad  shame-  £.160,000  payable  to  him  yearly,  to  give  op  to 

less  than  die  act.  Modesty  does  not  long  survive  the  company  no  less  than  £.40fiO0  a  year,  fa 

hinocenee.    He  brings  forward  the  miserable  order  to  have  the  free  disposal  of  the  rest.  On 

pageant  of  die  nabob,  as  he  called  him,  to  be  die  this  all  comment  fa  superfhioos.    Your  lord- 

uistrument  of  hfa  own  disgrace,  and  die  scan-  ships  are  fumfalied  widi  a  standard,  by  which 

dal  of  his  &mily  and  government.    He  makes  you  may  estimate  hfa  real  receipt  fitMn  die 

him  to  pass  b]r  hfa  mother,  and  to  petition  us  revenue  assigned  to  him,  the  natore  of  the 

to  appomt  Munny  Begum,  once  more  to  die  pretended  residency,  and  its  predatory  ctfects. 

adnanistration  of  die  vic».royaltv.    He  distri-  It  will  give  full  credit  to  what  was  generally 

butodMahomedRenkKhAn^isalaryasaspoil.  rumoured  and  beUeted,  that  itd)8tan&&y  Md 
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le  nabob  never  receired  50  out    deecntand  oommtmiy  inwiMe um  of  it4  wookl 

00  pounds  ;  which  will  account  naturally  have  nid,  this  man  is  justly  tAea 
poverty,  and  wretdiedness,  and  away,  who  has  accused  me  of  these  crimes ; 
nit  him.  but  as  there  are  other  witnesses,  as  there  are 
is  corrupt  traiEc  of  bribes  with  other  means  of  a  further  inquiry,  as  the  man 
s  woman  he  disgraced  and  enfee-  is  gone,  of  v^ioie  perjuries  I  might  have 
3  Mahomedan  government,  cap-  reason  to  be  afiraid,  let  us  now  go  into  the  in- 
KMi  of  the  sovereign,  and  ruined     quary.   I  think  he  did  very  ill  not  to  go  into  the 

1  the  justice  of  the  country.  inquiry,v<^en  themaawuaUve;  but  be  itso, 
w,  the  steps  taken  for  the  mur-  that  he  was  afraid  of  him,  and  waited  till  he 
3mar,  his  accuser,  have  confirm-  was  removed,  why  not  afterwards  go  into  such 
lanction  not  only  to  the  corrup-  an  inquiry  ?  Why  not  go  into  an  inquiry  of  aO 
Qtised  by  the  govemour-general,  the  other  peculations  and  charges  upon  him, 
irhich  he  has  since  been  guilty,  vrhich  were  innumerable,  one  of  mhiiek  I  have 
Dish  your  lordships  with  some  just  mentioned  in  particular,  the  charge  of 
which  will  enable  you  to  Judge  Munny  Be^mH^of  having  received  from  her, 
for  which  he  sold  the  country  or  her  adopted  eon,  a  bribe  at  £M>fl007 

Is  it  fit  tor  a.  govemour  to  say^'-will  Mr. 

head  you  will  have  produced  to  Hastings  say  befi>re  this  august  assend>ly,  I 

of  his  sale  of  a  judical  oflSce  to  raaybeaccusedinaoourtof  justice,  lam  upoa 

)d  Kh^n  Jeh4n  Khin,  and  the  my  defence,  let  all  charges  rswiin  against 

:  to  frustrate  all  inquiry  on  that  me,  I  will  not  give  you  an  aecomit  ?  Is  it  fit, 

.  wicked  and  false  pretence,  that  that  a  govemoor  dkould  sit  with  recorded  bri- 

is  religious  scruples  he  could  not  bery  upon  him  at  the  head  of  a  poblic  board, 

and  the  govemraeat  of  a  great  kingdom,  when 
ad  and  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  it  is  in  his  power  by  inquiry  to  do  it  away  ? 
linal  tendency,  the  mischievous  No— the  diastity  of  character  of  a  man  in 
ie  crimes,  and  the  means  taken  that  situation  ought  to  be  as  dear  to  him  as 
r  discovery.     I  am  now  giving  his  innocence.    Nay,  more  depended  upon  it. 
that  general  view,  which  may  His  innocence  regarded  himself,  has  charao- 
Bterize  Mr.  Hastings's  adminis-  ter  regarded  the  {Miblio  justice,  regarded  his 
\m  other  parts  of  it.  authority,  and  the  respect  due  to  the  English 
true  in  fact  (as  Mr  Hastings  in  that  oountiy.    I  charge  it  upon  him,  that 
.  there  was  nothing  now  againrt  not  only  did  he  suppress  the  inquiry  to  the  best 
when  he  had  got  rid  of  Nund-  of  his  power  (and  it  shall  be  proved)  but  he 
charge,  he  got  rid  of  the  whole,  did  not  in  any  one  instance  endeavour  to  dear 
.    An  immense  load  of  charges  off  that  imputation  and  reproach  fi'om  the 
lained.     They  were  coming  af>  English  govenroent.     He  Vent  fiirther,  ho 
every  part  of  the  province ;  and  never  denied  hardly  any  of  those  charges  at 
ffice  in  the  execution  of  justice,  the  time.    Tliey  are  so  numerous,  that  I  can- 
not accused  of  having  sdd  hi  not  be  positive ;  tome  of  them  he  might  meet 
ious  maraier.  with  some  sort  of  denial,  but  the  most  part  he 
s  thundering  the  sky  grew  cahn  did  not. 

I  Mr.  Hastings  sat  with  re-        The  first  thing  a  man  tmder  sudi  an  aoca« 

tkw,  with   peculation    proved  sationowesto  the  world  is  to  deny  the  charge; 

the  minutes  of  that  very  coun-  next  to  put  it  to  the  proof;  and  lastly  to  let 

he  head  of  that  council  and  that  inquiry  freely  go  oh.    He  did  not  permit  this, 

his   peculations  were  proved  but  stopped  it  all  in  his  power.   I  am  to  men- 

rbese  were  afterwards  transmit-  tioo  some  exceptions  perhaps  hersafter,  which 

)d  hi  the  registers  of  his  masters,  will  tend  to  fortify  the  principle  tenfold, 
lomiment  St  his  corruption,  and        He  promised  indeed  the  oooit  of  dbectora 

flobedience,  and  flagitious  at*  (to  whom  he  never  denied  tho  fitcts)  a  M 

«eDt  a  discovery  of  the  various  and  liberal  explanation  of  theee  transaotionB ; 

^  which  he  had  been  guilty,  to  which  fiill  and  liberal  explanation  he  never 

id  ruin  of  tiie  countiy  commit-  gave.    Many  yean  passed;  even  parliament 

took  notice  of  it  $  and  ho  never  gave  them  a 

Pf  after  the  execution  of  Nund-  liberal  eipiaBatMiii,  or  any  eaqriamaion  at  all, 

M  tatended  to  make  oven  a  of  them.    A  Mtt  wtcf  aaj,  I  am  threatened 
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with  a  suit  in  a  court,  and  it  may  be  very  detect  the  &behood  of,  any  <^  those  char;g« 

diaadrantagous  to  me,  if  I  disclose  my  defence,  against  him,  and  by  punishing  the  authws  of 

That  is  a  proper  answer  for  a  man  in  common  them,  he  has  been  guilty  of  such  a  subversion 

life,  who  has  no  particular  character  to  sustain ;  of  all  the  principles  of  British  government  as 

but  is  that  a  proper  answer  for  a  govemour  will  deserve,  and  will  I  dare  say  meet,  your 

accused  of  bribery  ?  that  accusation  transmit-  lordships'  most  severe  animadversion, 
ted  to  his  masters,  and  his  masters  giving  credit         In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  we  find  a  sort 

to  it  ?    Qood  Grod !  is  that  a  state,  in  which  a  of  pause  in  his  peculations,  a  s(Ht  of  gap  in  the 

man  is  to  say,  I  am  upon  the  defensive  ?   I  history,  as  if  pages  were  torn  out.    No  longer 

am  on  my  guard?   I  will  give  you  no  satis-  we  meetwith  the  same  activi^  in  taking  money, 

faction  ?  I  have  promised  it,  but  I  have  already  that  was  before  found  ;  not  even  a  trace  of 

deferred  it  for  seven  or  eight  years  ?  Is  not  this  complimentary  presents  is  to  be  found  in  the 

tantamount  to  a  denial  ?  records  during  the  time,  whilst  Greneral  Cla- 

Mr.  Hastings,  with  this  great  body  of  bri-  vering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis, 

bery  against  him,  was  providentiaUy  fi-eed  form^  the  majority  of  the  council.     There 

fi'om  Nundcomar,  one  of  his  accusers ;  and  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of  truce  with  that 

as  good  events  do  not  come  alone  (I  think  sort  of  conduct  for  a  while,  and  Mr.  Hastings 

&ere  is  some  such  proverb)  it  did  so  happen  rested  upon  his  arms.      However,  the  very 

tfiat  all  the  rest,  or  a  great  many  of  them,  ran  moment  Mr.  Hastings  returned  to  power,  pe* 

away.    But,  however,  the  recorded  evidence  culation  began  again  just  at  the  same  instant; 

of  the  former   charges  continued,  no  new  the  moment  we  find  him  firee  firom  the  oom- 

evidence  came  in;  and  Mr.  Hastings  enjoyed  pulsion  and  terrour  of  a  majority  of  persons 

that  happy  repose,  which  branded  peculation,  otherwise  disposed  than  himself,  we  GoA  him 

fixed  and  eternized  upon  the  records  of  the  at  his  peculation  again, 
company,  must  leave  upon  a  mind  conscious        My  lords,  at  this  time  very  serious  inquiries 

of  its  own  integrity.  had  begun  in  the  House  of  Commons  con- 

My  lords,  I  wiU  venture  to  say,  there  is  oeming  peculation.    They  did  not  go  directly 

no  man  but  owes  something  to  his  character,  to  Bengal,  but  they  began  upon  the  coast  of 

It  is  the  grace,  undoubtedly,  of  a  virtaious  firm  Coromajadel,  and   with  the  principal  gover- 

mind  often  to  despise  common  vulgar  calumny ;  nours  there.   There  was,  however,  an  univer- 

but  if  ever  there  is  an  occasion,  in  which  it  sal  opinion  (and  justly  founded)  that  these 

does  become  such  a  mind  to  disprove  it,  it  inquiries  would  go  to  far  greater  lengths.    Mr. 

b  the  case  of  being  charged  in  hi^  office  Haistings  was  resdved  then  to  diange  the 

with  pecuniary  malversation,  pecuniary  cor-  whole  course  and  order  of  his   {Mroceeding. 

ruption.   There  is  no  case,  in  which  it  becomes  Nothing  could  persuade  him  upon  any  account 

an  honest  man — mudi  lees  a  great  man — to  to  lay  aside  his  system  of  bribery ;  that  he  was 

leave  upon  record  specific  charges  against  him  resolved  to  persevere  in.     The  point  was  now 

of  corruption  in  his  government  without  tak-  to  reconcile  it  with  his  safety.    The  first  thing 

ing  any  one  step  whatever  to  refute  them.  he  did  was  to  attempt  to  conceal  it,  and  ac- 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  step  to  re-  cordingly  we  find  him  depositing  very  great 

fute  the  charges,  he  todc  many  steps  to  punish  sums  of  money  in  the  pubUc  treasury  through 

the  authors  <^  them  ;  and  those  miserable  peo-  the  means  of  the  two  persons  I  have  already 

pie,  who  had  the  folly  to  make  complaints  mentioned,  namely,  the  deputy-treasurer  and 

against  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  them  under  the  accomptant,  paying  them  in  and  taking 

the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  under  bonds  for  them  as  money  of  his  own,  and  bear- 

every  sanction  of  public  faith,  yet  in  conse-  ing  legal  interest. 

quonce  of  those  charges  every  person  con-        This  was  his  method  of  endeavouring  to 

cemed  in  them  has  been,  as  your  lordships  ccmceal  some  at  least  of  his  bribes,  (for  I 

will  see,  since  his  restoration  to  power,  ab-  would  not  suggest,  nor  have  your  lordships  to 

solutely  undone  ;  brought  fixnn  the  highest  think,  that  I  believe,  that  thme  were  his  only 

situation  to  the  lowest  misery;  so  that  they  bribes;  for  there  is  reason  to  think  there  was  an 

may  have  good  reason  to  repent  they  ever  infinite  number  beside ;)  but  it  did  so  happen, 

trusted  an  English  council,  that  they  ever  that  they  were  those  bribes,  which  he  thou^t 

trusted  a  court  of  directors,  that  they  ever  might  be  discovered,  some  of  which  he  knew 

trusted  an  English  act  of  parliament,  that  were  discovered,  and  all  of  which  he  knew 

they  ever  dared  to  make  their  complaints.  might  become  the  subject  of  a  parliamentaiy 

And  here  I  charge  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  that  inquiry. 
bj  never  taking  a  single  step  to  defeat,  or        Mr.  Hastings  said,  he  might  have  ooncatkd 
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them  for  ever.  Every  one  knows  the  facility  He  therefore  first  carefully  perused  the  act  of 
of  concealing  corrupt  transactions  every  where,  parliament,  forbidding  bribery,  and  his  old  co- 
in India  partlculariy.  But  this  is  by  himself  Tenant  engaging  him  not  to  receive  presents, 
proved  not  to  be  universally  true,  at  least  not  And  here  he  was  more  successful  than  upoo 
to  be  true  in  his  own  opinion.  For  he  tells  former  occasions.  Ifeveranactwasstudioudy 
you  in  his  letter  from  Cheltenham,  that  he  and  carefully  fiiuned  to  prevent  bribery,  it  is  that 
wotUd  have  concealed  the  nabob's  £.100,000,  law  of  the  13th  of  the  king,  which  he  well  ob- 
but  that  the  magnitude  rendered  it  easy  of  dis-  serves  admits  no  latitudes  of  construction,  no 
covery.  He,  therefore,  avows  an  intention  of  subterfuge,  no  escape,  no  evasion.  Yet  has  ho 
concealment.  found  a  defence  of  his  crimes  even  in  the  very 

But  it  happens  here  very  singularly,  that  this  provbions,  which  were  made  for  their  preven- 

sum,  which  his  fears  of  discovery  by  othera  tion  and  their  punishment.     Besides  the  pe- 

obliged  him  to  discover  hxmattf^  happens  to  be  nalty,  which  belongs  to  every  informer,  the 

one  of  those,  of  which  no  trace  whatsoever  East-India  Company  was  invested  with  a  fic- 

appears,  except  merely  firom  the  operation  of  tion  of  property  in  sdl  such  bribes,  in  order  to 

his  own  apprehensions.   There  is  no  collateral  drag  them  with  more  facility  out  of  the  cor- 

testimony ;  Middleton  knew  nothing  of  it ;  nipt  hands,  which  held  them.     The  covenant 

Anderson  knew  nothing  of  it.     It  was  not  with  an  exception  of  £.100  and  the  act  dt 

directly  conmiunicated  to  the  faithful  Larkins,  parliament  without  any  exception,  declared 

or  the  trusty  Croftes — which  proves  indeed  the  that  the  govemour^general  and  council  should 

facility  of  concealment.    The  fact  is,  you  find  receive  no  presents  far  their  own  use.    He 

the  application  always  upon   the  discovery,  thereibreconcluded,  that  the  system  of  bribery 

But  concealment  or  discovery  is  a  thing  of  and  extorticm  might  be  clandestinely  and  safely 

accident.  carried  on,  provided  the  party  taking  the  bri- 

The  bribes,  which  I  have  hitherto  brought  bes  bad  an  inward  intention  and  mental  re- 
before  your  lordships,  belong  to  the  first  period  servation,  that  they  should  be  privately  ap- 
of  his  bribery,  before  he  thought  of  the  doctrine,  plied  to  the  company's  service,  in  any  way  the 
on  which  he  has  since  defended  it.  There  are  briber  should  think  fit ;  and  that  on  many  00- 
many  other  bribes,  which  we  charge  him  with  casions  this  wouki  prove  the  best  method  of 
having  received  during  this  first  period,  before  supply  for  the  exigencies  of  their  service. 
an  improving  conversation  and  close  virtuous  He  accordingly  formed,  or  pretended  to  form, 
connection  with  great  lawyers  had  taught  him  a  private  bribe  exchequer,  collateral  with,  and 
how  to  practise  bribes  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  independent  of,  the  company's  public  exche- 
defy  detection,  and  instead  of  punishment  to  quer ;  though  in  some  cases  administered  by 
plead  merit.  I  am  not  bound  to  find  order  and  Uiose,  whom  for  his  purposes  he  had  placed  in 
consistency  in  guilt ;  it  is  the  reign  of  disor-  the  regular  oflScial  depaxtment.  It  is  no  won- 
der. The  OTder  of  the  proceeding,  as  far  as  I  der,  that  he  has  taken  to  himself  an  extraordi^ 
am  able  to  trace  such  a  scene  of  prevarication,  nary  degree  of  merit.  For  surely  such  an 
direct  fraud,  falsehood,  and  falsification  of  the  invention  of  finance  I  believe  never  was  heard 
public  accounts,  was  this. — ^From  bribes  he  of, — an  exchequer,  wherein  extortion  was  the 
knew  he  could  never  abstain  ;  and  his  then  pre-  assessor,  fraud  the  cashier,  confusion  the  ao- 
carious  situation  made  him  the  more  rapacious,  comptant,  concealment  the  reporter,  and  ob- 
He  knew,  that  a  few  of  his  former  bribes  had  livion  the  remembrancer :  in  short,  such  as  I 
t>een  discovered,  declared,  recorded;  that  for  believe  no  man,  but  one  driven  by  guilt  into 
the  moment  indeed  he  was  secure,  because  all  phrenzy,  could  ever  have  dreamed  of. 
informers  had  been  punished,  and  all  concealers  He  treats  the  oflUcial  and  regular  directors 
rewarded.  He  expected  hourly  a  total  change  with  just  contempt,  as  a  parcel  of  mean,  me- 
in  the  council ;  and  that  men  like  Clavering  chanical  book-keepers.  He  is  an  eccentric 
and  Monson  might  be  again  joined  to  Francis ;  book-keeper,  a  Pindarick  accomptant.  I  have 
that  some  great  avenger  should  arise  from  their  heard  of  "  the  poet's  eye  in  a  fine  phrenzy  rol- 
ashes — ^*  ExarioTe  aHquit  noitriM  eat  oaribus  ling."  Here  was  a  revenue,  exacted  from  whom 
vUor^^ — and  that  a  more  severe  investigation,  he  pleased,  at  what  times  he  pleased,  in  what 
and  an  infinitely  more  full  display  would  be  proportions  he  pleased,  through  what  persont 
made  of  his  robbery,  than  hitherto  had  been  he  pleased,  by  what  means  he  pleased,  to  bo 
done.  He  therefore  began  in  the  agony  of  his  accounted  for,  or  not,  at  his  discretion,  and  to 
ffuilt  to  cast  about  for  some  device,  by  which  be  applied  to  what  service  he  thought  proper, 
ne  might  continue  his  offence,  if  possible,  with  I  do  believe  your  lordships  stand  astonished 
inpunity,— and  possibly  make  a  merit  of  it.  at  this  sdieme ;  and  indeed  I  should  be  very 
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ItatliftofVOtnratoiteteMcfafticheineataO,  tioB,a  bold,  fer(>ei<iaa,plidii,  dofWBrf|jht  «•«< 

htwtrer  I  mifht  have  credited  h  myself,  to  power.  In  die  seoond,  he  is  grown  alitde  inort 

tBjr  eober  ears,  if,  in  his  defence  before  the  carefiil  and  guarded,  the  effect  of  sobtflty.  He 

House  of  Commons  and  before  the  lords,  he  a»peani  no  kmger  as  a  defendant,  he  hoUi 

had  not  direcdjr  admitted  the  fact  of  taldng  himself  up  wi&  a  firm,  dignified,  and  end 

tfM  bribes  or  fcHrbidden  presents,  and  had  not  in  countenance,  and  says,   I  am  not  here  any 

those  defences,  and  much  more  fUlly  in  his  longer  as  a  delinquent,  a  receirer  of  bribes,  to 

oofrespondence  with  the  directors,  admitted  be  punished  for  what  I  have  done  wrong,  or 

the  &ct,  and  justified  it  upon  these  very  prin-  at  least  to  suffer  in  my  character  for  it.  No, 

chiles.  I  am  a  great  inventive  genius,  who  have  gMie 

As  this  is  a  thing  so  unheard  of  and  un*  out  of  all  the  ordinary  roads  of  finance,  haTo 

exampled  in  the  world,  I  shall  first  endeavour  made  great  discoveries  in  the  unknown  regiom 

to  account,  as  well  as  I  can,  for  his  motives  to  of  that  science,  and  have  for  the  first  time 

it,  which  your  lordships  wiH  receive  or  reject,  established   the    corrupti(ni    <^  die    sapeeiM 

just  as  you  shall  find  them  tally  with  the  evi-  magistrate  as  a  principle  of  resource  for  go> 

dence  before  you.    I  say,  his  motives  to  it ;  vemment. 

because  I  contend,  that  public  valid  reasons  There  are  crimes,  imdoubtedfy,  of  great  mag- 

for  it  he  coidd  have  none :  and  the  idea  of  nitnde,  naturally  fitted  to  create  horrour,  aul 

making  the  corruption  of  die  govemour-general  that  loudly  call  for  punishment,  that  have  yet 

a  resource  to  the  company  never  did  or  could  no  idea  of  turpitude  annexed  to   them ;  tnit 

for  a  moment  enter  into  his  thoughts. — I  shall  unclean  hands,  bribery,  venali^  and  peculation 

then  take  notice  of  the  juridical  constructions,  are  offences  of  turpitude,  such  as,   in  a  go* 

upmi  whidi  he  justifies  his  acting  in  this  ex-  vemour,  at  once  debase  the  pers(m,  and  degrade 

traordinary  manner.—And  lastly,  show  you  the  government  itself,  making  it  not  only  hor» 

the  conceahnents,  prevarications,  and  false-  ribU,  but  vile  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 

hoods,  with  which  he  endeavours  to  cover  it.  all  mankind.    In  this  humiliation  and  aly'ect- 

Becaose  wherever  you    find  a  concealment  ness  of  guilt,  he  c<»nes  here  not  as  a  criininal 

you  make  a  discovery.    Accounts  of  money  on  his  defence,  but  as  a  vast  fertile  genius, 

received  and  paid  ought  to  be  regular  and  of*  who  has  made  astonishing  discoveries  in  die 

ficial.  art  of  government ; — **  Dicam  insignef  recem^ 

He  wrote  over  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  <dio  indictum  ore^ — ^who  by  his  flaming  zeal 
there  were  certain  sums  of  money  he  had  re-  and  the  prolific  ardour  and  energy  of  his 
eeived,  and  which  were  not  his  own,  but  that  mind  has  boldly  dashed  out  of  the  common 
he  had  received  them  for  their  use.    By  this  path,  and  served  his   country  by  new  and 
tune  his  intercourse  with  gentlemen  of  the  law  untrodden  ways;  and  now  he  generously  corn- 
became   more  considerable  than  it  had  been  municates  for  the  benefit  of  aJI  future  gover- 
before.    When  first   attacked    for   presents,  nours,  and  all  future  governments,  the  grand 
he  never  denied  the  receipt  of  them,  or  pre-  arcanum  of  his  long  and  toilsome  researehes, 
tended  to  say  they  were  for  public  purposes ;  He  is  the  first,  but  U'we  do  not  take  good  care, 
but  upon  lo<4cing  more  into  the  covenants,  and  he  will  not  be  the  last,  that  has  estaUidied 
probably  with  better  legal  advice,  he  found,  the    corruption    of  the   supreme    magistrate 
that  no  money  could  be  legally  received  for  among  the  settled  resources  of  the  state ;  and 
his  own  use ;  but  as  these  bribes  were  directly  he  leaves  this  principle  as  a  bountiful  donatifff, 
given  and  received,  as  for  his  own  use,  yet  as  the  richest  deposit,  that  ever  was  made  in  the 
(says  he)  there  was  an  inward  destination  of  treasury  of  Bengal.    He  claims  gkiry  and  i«- 
Uiem  in  my  own  mind  to  vour  benefit,  and  to  nown  from  that,  by  which  every  other  persoa 
your  beftefit  have  I  applied  them.  since  the  beginning  of  time  has  been  dis- 
Now   here    is    a  new  system  of  bribery,  honoured  and  disgraced.    It  has  been  said  of 
eoa^Cary  to  law,  very  ingenious  in  the  con-  an  ambassadour,  that  he  is  a  persoa  employ* 
trivance,  but,  I  believe,  as  unlikely  to  produce  ed  to  tell  lies  for  the  advantage  of  the  court, 
its  intended  effect  upon  the  mind  <^  man,  as  that  sends  him.    His  is  patriotic  bribery,  and 
any  pretence,  that  was  ever  used.    Here  Mr.  public-spirited  cornqition.    He  is  a  peculator 
Hastings  changes   his   ground.    Before,  he  for  the  good  of  his  country^    It  has  heea  said, 
was  accused  as  a  peculator  ;  he  did  not  deny  that  private   vices  are  public  benefits.    He 
the  fact ;  he  did  not  refund  the  money ;  he  goes  the  full  length  of  that  position,  and  turns 
finight  it  off,  he  stood  upon  the  defensive,  and  his  private  peculation  into  a  public  good.    This 
used  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  is  what  you  are  to  thank  him  for.    Toa  are  to 
inqniry.    That  was  the  firet  era  of  his  comip-  consider  him  as  a  great  inventor  iii|KIII  this  oo- 
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casion.    Mr.  Hastings  ImproTOs  od  this  prin-  tiee,  oblige  me  not  to  assign  evil  motives,  un- 

ciple.    He  is  a  robber  in  gross,  and  a  thief  less  they  serve  some  scandalous  purpose,  or 

in  detail ;  he  steals,  he  filches,  he  plunders,  terminate  in  some  manifest  evil  end,  so  ju»" 

be  oppresses,  he  extorts — all  for  the  good  tice, reason  and  common  sense  compel  me  to 

of  the  dear  East-India  Company, — all  for  the  suppose,  that  wicked  acts  have  been  done  upon 

advantage  of  his  honoured  masters  the  proprie-  motives  correspondent  to  their  nature.    Other* 

tors — all  in  gratitude  to  the  dear  perfidious  wise  I  reverse  all  the  principles  of  judgment, 

court  of  directors,  who  have  been  in  a  practice  which  can  guide  the  human  mind,  sjid  accept 

to  heap  "  insults  on  his  person,  slanders  on  his  even  the  symptoms,  the  marks  and  criteria,  of 

character,  and  indignities  on  his  station ;  who  guilt,  as    presumptions   of  innocence.    One 

never  had  the  confidence  in  hini,  that  they  had  Uiat  confoiuxls  good  and  evil,  is  an  enemy  to 

in  the  meanest  of  his  predecessors."  the  good ! 

If  you  sanction  this  {xtictice,  if,  after  all  you  His  conduct  upon  these  occasicms  may  be 

have  exacted  from  the  people  by  your  taxes  thought  irrational.    But,  thank  God,  guilt  was 

and  public  imposts,  you  are  to  let  loose  your  never  a  rational  thing,  it  distorts  all  the  facul- 

aenrants  upon  them  to  extort  by  bribery  and  ties  of  the  mind,  it  perverts  them,  it  leaves  a 

peculation  what  they  can  from  them,  for  the  man  no  longer  in  the  free  use  of  his  reason ; 

purpose  oi  applying  it  to  the  public  service  only  it  puts  him  into  confiision.    He  has  recourse 

whenever  they  please, — this  shocking  conse-  to  such  miserable  and  absurd  expedients  for 

quence  will  follow  from  it.    If  your  govemour  covering  his  guilt,  as  all  those,  who  are  used 

is  discovered  in  taking  a  bribe,  he  will  say,  to  sit  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  know  have  been 

What  is  that  to  you  ?  mind  your  business,  I  the  cause  of  detection  of  half  the  villanies  in  the 

ii^nd  it  for  the  public  service.    The   man,  world.    To  argue,  that  these  could  not  be  his 

who  dares  to  accuse  him,  loses  the  favour  of  reasons,  because  they  were  not  wise,  sound  and 

the  govem(mr-general,  and  the  India  company,  sndstantial,  would  be  to  suppose  what  is  not  true, 

They  will  say,  the  govemour  has  been  doing  that  bad  men  were  always  discreet  and  able, 

a  meritorious  action,  extorting  bribes  for  our  But  I  can  very  well  from  the  circumstances  dis* 

benefit,  and  you  have  the  impudence  to  think  cover  motives,  which  may  affect  a  giddy,  super- 

of  prosecuting  him.    So  that  the  moment  the  ficial, shattered, guilty, anxious,restle8s  mind, 

bribe  is  detected,  it  is  instantly  turned  into  a  full  of  the  weak  resources  of  fraud,  crafl  and  in* 

merit ;  and  we  shall  prove,  that  this  is  the  case  trigue,  that  might  induce  him  to  make  these 

with  Mr.  Hastings,  whenever  a  bribe  has  been  discoveries,  and  to  make  them  in  the  manner 

discovered.  he  has  done.    Not  rational,  and  well-fitted  fat  * 

I  am  now  to  in  form  your  lordships,  that,  their  purposes,  I  am  very  ready   to  admit, 

when  he  made  these  great  discoveries  to  the  For  God  forbid,  that  guilt  should  ever  leave  a 

court  of  directors,  he  never  tells  them   who  man  the  free  undisturbed  use  of  his  faculties, 

gave  him  the  money ;  upon  what  occasion  he  For  as  guilt  never  rose  from  a  true  use  of  oiv 

received  it;  by  what  hands;  or  to  what  pur*  rational  faculties,  so  it  is  very  frequently  subver- 

poses  he  applied  it.  sive  of  them.    God  forbid,  that  prudence,  the 

When  he  can  himself  give  no  account  of  his  first  of  all  the  virtues,  as  well  as  the  supremo 

motives,  and  even  declares,  that  he  cannot  as*  director  of  them  all,  should  ever  be  employed 

sign  any  cause,  I  am  authorized  and  required  in  the  service  of  any  of  the  vices. — No,  it  takes 

to  find  motives  for  him— corrupt  motives  for  a  the  lead,  and  is  never  found  where  justice  does 

corrupt  act.  There  is  no  one  capital  act  of  his  not  accompany  it ;  and,  if  ever  it  is  attempted 

administration,  that  did  not  strongly  imply  cor*  to  bring  it  into  the  service  of  the  vices,  it  im* 

ruption.    When  a  man  is  known  to  be  free  mediately  subverts  their  cause.    It  tends  to 

from  all  imputation  of  takinc^  money,  and  it  be*  their  discovery,  and,  I  hope  and  trust,  finally 

comes  an  established  part  of  his  character,  the  to  their  utter  ruin  and  destruction, 

errours,  or  even  crimes,  of  his  administration  In  the  first  place  I  am  to  remaHk  to  your 

ought  to  be,  and  are  in  general,  traced  to  other  lordships,  that  Uie  accounts  he  has  given  of 

sources.    You  know  it  is  a  maxim.    But  once  one  of  these  sums  of  money  are  totally  false  and 

convict  a  man  of  bribery  in  any  instance,  and  contradictory.     Now  there  is  not  a  stronger 

once  by  direct  evidence,  and  you  are  furnished  presumption,  nor  can  one  want  more  reasoOy 

with  a  rule  of  irresistible  presumption,  that  to  judge  a  transaction  fraudulent,  than  that  the 

every  other  irregular  act,  by  which  unlawful  accounts  given  of  it  are  contradictory ;  and  he 

gain  may  arise,  is  done  upon  the  same  cor-  has  given  three  accounts  utterly  irreconcileable 

nipt  motive.    Semd  mabu  proBtuffikur  semper  with  each  other.   He  is  asked.  How  came  yoa 

maltu.  As  for  good  acts  candour,  charity,  jus*  to  take  bonds  for  this  money,  if  it  was  not  your 
Vol.  UI.— 2S» 
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oim  ?  How  came  jou  to  vitiate  apd  corrupt  the  birotelf.  Obsenre,  here  u  a  man  taking  noMf 

state  of  the  company's  records,  and  to  state  privately,  corruptly,  and  which  was  tobe8U» 

jourself  a  lender   to  the  company,  when   in  tified   by  the  future  application  of  it,taldig 

reality  you  was  their  debtor  ?  His  answer  was,  false  securities  to  cover  it ;  and  who  lAm 

I  really  cannot  tell ;  I  have  forgot  my  reasons  ;  called  upon  to  tell  whom  he  got  the  moo^ 

the  distance  of  time  is  so  great  (namely,  a  time  from,  for  what  ends,  and  on  what  occanoo, 

of  about  two  years  or  not  so  long)  I  cannot  neither  will  tell  in   India,  nor  can  tell  inEng* 

give  an  account  of  the  matter  ;  perhaps  I  had  land,  but  sends  for  such  an  accocmt  as  hebii 

Ibis  motive,  perhaps  I  had  another;  (but  what  thought  proper  to  furnish, 
is  the  most  curious,)  perhaps  I  had  none  at  all,         I  am  now  to  bring  before  you  an  accootf 

which  I  can  now  recollect    You  shall  hear  the  of  what  I  think  much  the  most  serious  put 

account,  which  Mr.  Hastings  himself  gives,  of  the  effects  of  his  system  of  bribery,  corrup* 

his  own   fraudulent  representation  of  these  tion  and  peculation.     My  lords,  I  am  to  state 

corrupt  transactions.    "  For  my  motives  for  to  you  the  astonishing  and  ahnost  incredSiie 

withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  know-  means  he  made  use  of  to  lay  all  the  coontiy 

ledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  direc-  mider   contribution,   to  bring  the   whole  ion 

tors,  and  ibr   taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  such  dejection  as  should  put  his  bribes  out  d 

sums,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  the  way  of  discovery.    Such  another  example 

deposits  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  of  boldness   and  contrivance    I   believe  the 

accounted  in  my  letter  to  the  honourable  the  world  cannot  furnish. 

court  of  directors  of  the  22d  of  May  1783,  I  have  already  shown  among  the  muid 
namely,  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  hiscorruptions,thatheletthe  whcJeofthebnda 
first  receipts  from  public  curiousity  by  re-  to  farm  to  the  banyans.  Next,  that  he  sold  the 
ceiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  whole  Mabomedan  government  of  that  countiy 
without  any  studied  design,  which  my  me-  to  a  woman.  This  was  bold  enough,  one 
roory,  at  that  distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  should  think  ;  but  without  entering  into  the 
and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  circumstances  of  the  revenue  change  in  1772, 
observe  the  same  means  with  the  rest.  It  I  am  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  he  had  ap- 
will  not  be  expected,  that  I  should  be  able  to  pointed  six  provincial  councils,  each  consisting 
give  a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  inten-  of  many  members,  who  had  the  ordinary  ad- 
tions  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  de-  ministration  of  civil  justice  in  that  countiy, 
dared  at  the  time,  that  many  particulars  had  and  the  whole  business  of  the  collection  of 
*  escaped  my  remembrance  ;  neither  shall  I  the  revenues, 
attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  afiirma-  These  provincal  councils,  accounted  to  the 
tion  of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  govemour-general  and  council,  who  in  the  re> 
and  such  inferences,  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  venue  department  had  the  whole  managementi 
strong  probability,  follow  them.*'  controul,  and  regulation  of  the  revenue.  Mr. 
My  lords,  you  see,  as  to  any  direct  expla-  Hastings  did  in  several  papers  to  the  court  of 
nation,  that  he  fairly  gives  it  up  :  he  has  used  directors  declare,  that  the  establishment  of 
artifice  and  stratagem,  which  he  knows  will  not  these  provincial  councils,  which  at  first  be 
do ;  and  at  last  attempts  to  cover  the  treachery  stated  only  as  experimental,  had  proved  use- 
of  his  conduct  by  the  treachery  of  his  memory,  ful  in  the  experiment.  And  on  that  use,  and 
Frequent  applications  were  made  to  Mr.  upon  that  experiment,  he  had  sent  even  the  plan 
Hastings  upon  this  article  from  the  company —  of  an  act  of  parliament  to  have  it  confirmed 
gentle  hints,  gemitua  columbcB — rather  little  with  the  last  and  most  sacred  authority  of  this 
amorous  complaints,  that  he  was  not  more  cotrotry.  The  court  of  directors  desired,  that, 
open  and  communicative ;  but  all  these  gentle  if  he  thought  any  other  method  more  proper, 
insinuations  were  never  able  to  draw  from  he  would  send  it  to  them  for  their  approbatibo. 
him  any  fiirther  account  till  he  came  to  Eng-  Thus  the  whole  face  of  the  British  govem- 
land.  When  he  came  here,  he  lefl  not  only  ment,  the  whole  of  its  order  and  constitutioui 
his  memory,  but  all  his  notes  and  references,  remained  from  1772  to  1781. — He  had  got  rid 
behind  in  India.  When  in  India,  the  com-  sometime  before  this  period,  by  death,  of  Ge- 
pany  could  get  no  account  of  them,  because  neral  Clavering ;  by  death,  of  Colonel  Monsoo ; 
he  himself  was  not  in  England  ;  and  when  and  by  vexation  and  persecution,  and  his  con- 
he  was  in  England,  they  could  get  no  account,  sequent  dereliction  of  authority,  he  had  shaken 
because  his  papers  were  in  India.  He  then  off  Mr.  Francis.  The  whole  council  consis- 
sends  over  to  Mr.  Larkins  to  give  that  account  ting  only  of  himself  and  Mr.  WheTer,  he,  hav- 
of  his  affairs,  which  he  was  not  able  to  give  ing  the  casting  vote,  was  in  effect  the  whole 
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^  emmcil ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a  time,  when     human  person,  that  ever  diflered  on  this  occa* 
~  *  IMrinciple,  decency,  and  decorum  rendered  it     sion,  or  expressed  any  other  idea  of  Gunga 
31'  knproper  for  him  to  do  any  extraordinary  acts     Govin  Sing,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom 
'  without  the  sanction  of  the  court  of  directors,     he  intrusted  with  this  important  post.    But  you 
^  diat  was  the  time.   Mr.  Wheler  was  taken  off,     shall  hear,  from  the  account  given  by  them- 
e  deqpair  perhaps  rendering  the  man,  who  had     selves,  what  the  council  thought  of  their  func- 
a^  been  in  opposition  futilely  before,  compliable.     tions,  of  their  efficiency  for  the  charge,  and  in 
9  The  man  is  dead.    He  certainly  did  not  op-     whose  hands  that  efficiency  really  was.   I  beg, 
pose  him  ;  if  he  had,  it  would  have  been  in     hope,  and  trust,  that  your  lordships  will  learn 
f<  Tain.    But  those  very  circumstances,  which     from  the  persons  themselves,  who  were  appoin-^ 
::  rendered  it  atrocious  in  Mr.  Hastings  to  make     ted  to  execute  the  office,  their  opini(Hi  of  the 
r  any  change,  induced  him  to  make  this. — ^He     real  execution  of  it,  in  order  that  you  may 

i  thought,  that  a  moment's  time  was  not  to  be  judge  of  the  plan,  for  which  he  destroyed  the 
■i  lost,  that  other  colleagues  might  come  where  he  whole  English  administration  in  India.  **  The 
I  might  be  overpowered  by  a  majority  again,  committee  must  have  a  dewan,  or  executive 
r  and  not  able  to  pursue  his  corrupt  plans,  officer,  call  him  by  what  name  you  please. 
!  Therefore  he  was  resolved — ^your  lordships  This  man  in  fact  has  all  the  revenue,  paid 
will  remark  the  whole  of  this  most  daring  and  at  the  presidency,  at  his  disposal,  and  can, 
systematic  plan  of , bribery  and  peculation, —     if  he  has  any  abilities,  bring  all  the  renters 

be  resolved  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  his  under  contribution.    It  is  little  advantage  to 

council  in  future  to  check  or  controul  him  in  restrain  the  committee  themselves  from  bri- 
any  of  his  evil  practices.  bery  or   corruption,  when    their   executive 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  form  an  osten-  officer  has  the  power  of  practising  both  unde- 

sible  council  at  Calcutta,  for  the  management  tected. 

of  the  revenues,  which   was  not  effectually        **  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  na- 

bound,  except  it  thought  fit,  to  make  any  refe-  tive  on  such  occasions  would  fill  a  volume.   He 

rence  to  the  supreme  council.   He  delegated  to  discovers  the  secret  resources  of  the  zemin- 

them — ^that  is,  to  four  covenanted  servants^-  dars  and  renters,  their  enemies  and  compe- 

those  functions,  which  by  act  of  parliament  titers ;  and  by  the  engines  of  hope  and  fear, 

and  the  company's  orders  were  to  be  exercis-  raised  upon  these  foundations,  he   can  work 

ed  by  the  council-general ;  he  delegated  to  four  them  to  his  purpose.    The  C(»nmittee,  with 

genUemen,  creatures  of  his  own,  his  own  powers,  the  best  intentions,  best  abilities,  and  steadiest 

but  he  laid  them  out  to  good  interest.    It  ap-  applicaticm,  must  afler  all  be  a  tool  in  the 

pears  odd,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  a  gover-  hands  of  their  dewan.'* 
nour-general,  so  jealous  of  his  power  as  he  is        Your  lordships  see  what  the  opinion  of  the 

known  to  be,  as  soon  as  he  had  all  the  power  council  was  of  their  own  constitution.    You 

in  his  own  hands,  should  be  to  put  all  the  re-  see  for  what  it  was  made.    You  see  for  what 

venues  out  of  his  own  controul.    This  upon  purposes  the  great  revenue  trust  was  taken 

the  first  view  is  an  extraordinary  proceeding,  from  the  council-general,  from  the  supreme 

His  next  step  was,  without  apprizing  the  court  government.    You  see  for  what  purposes  the 

of  directors  of  his  intention,  or  without  having  executive  power  was  destroyed.    You  have  it 

given  an  idea  of  any  such  intention  to  his  col-  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  commissicm, 

leagues  while  alive,  cither  those,  who  died  in  at  first  four  in  number,  and  aflerwards  five, 

India,  or  tliose,  who  aflerwards  returned  to  who  was  the  most  active  efficient  member  of 

Europe  in  one  day,  in  a  moment,  to  annihilate  it.    You  see  it  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 

the  whole  authority  of  the  provincial  councils,  being  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Grovin 

and  delegate  the  whole  power  to  these  four  Sing;  that  integrity,  ability,  and  vigilance, 

gentlemen.  These  four  genUemen  had  for  their  could  avail  nothing  ;  that  the  whole  country 

secretary  an  agent  given  them  by  Mr.  Has-  might  be  laid  under  contribution  by  this  man, 

tings ;  a  name,  that  you  will  oflen  hear  of— a  and  that  he  could  thus  practice  bribery  with 

name,  at  the  sound  of  which  all  India  turns  pale  impunity.    Thus,  your  lordships  see,  the  de- 

— the  most  wicked — the  most  atrocious — the  legation  of  all  the   authwity  of  the  countiy, 

boldest->the  most  dexterous  villain,  that  ever  above  and  below,  is  given  by  Mr.  Hastings 

the  rank  servitude  of  that  country  has  pro-  to  this  Gunga  Govin  Sing.     The  screen,  the 

duced.     My  lords,  I  am  speaking  with  the  veil  spread  before  this  transaction,  is  torn 

most  assured  freedom,  because  there  never  open  by  the  very  people  themselves,  who  are 

was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  there  never  was  the  tools  in  it.    They  confess  they  can  do 

a  fi>e  <^  Mr.  Hastings,  there  nevor  was  any  nothing ;  they  know  they  are  instruments  in 
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tfie  bands  of  Gunga  Gorin  Sing  ;  and  Mr.  and  decent  people,  that  imderstand  the  Btton 

Hastings  tses   his  name  and    authority   to  of  that  senrice,  but  the  opinion  of  the  tnli 

make  them  such  in  the  hands  of  the  bauwst,  tfaemselTes. 

the  wickedest,  the  comiptest,  the  most  auda-         Now,   did   Mr.    Hastings   employ  Gtnga 

cious  and  atrocious  villain  ever  heard  of.    It  Covin  Sing  without  a  knowledge  of  his  dn* 

is  to  him  all  the  English  authority  is  sacri-  racter?  His  character  was  known  to  Mr.  Ht»' 

ficed,  and   four  gentlemen  are  appointed  to  tings;  it  was  recorded  long  before, wfaeo be 

be  his  tools  and  instruments. — Tools  and  in-  was  turned  out  of  another  oiRce.    Darii^  nj 

struments  for  what  ?    They  themselves  state,  long  residence,  says  he,  in  this  cou^,  ihtf 

that,  if  he  has  the   inclination,  he  has   the  is  the  first  time  I  heard  of  the  character  of 

power  and  ability  to  lay  the  whole  country  Crunga  Govin  Sing  being  infamous.    No  in* 

under   contribution,  that  he  enters  into  the  fbrmaticn  I   have    received,   though  I  hare 

noost  minute  secrets  of  every  individual  in  it,  heard  mamf  people  speak    ill  of   him,  ever 

gets  into  the  bottom  of  their  family  affairs,  pointed  to  any  particular  act  of  infanqr  cooi* 

and  has  a  power  totally  to  subvert  and  destroy  mitted  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing.     I  have  no 

them  ;  and   we  shall  show  upon  that  head,  intimate  knowledge  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 

that  he  well  fulfilled  the  purposes,  for  which  What  I  understand  of  bis  character  has  bees 

he  was  appointed.    Did  Mr.  Hastings  pre-  from  Europeans  as  well  as  natives.    After— 

tend  to  say,  that  he  destroyed  the  provincial  ''He  had  many  enemies* at  the  time  he  wu 

councils  for  their  corruptness  or  insufficiency,  proposed  to  be  employed  in   the  caatfUifs 

when  he  dissolved  them  ?  No— he  says  he  has  service,  and  not  one  advotaie  among  the  m.- 

no  objection  to  their  competency,  no  charge  tives  who  had  immediate  access  to  myself.  I 

to  maike  against  their  conduct,  but  that  he  has  think,  therefore,  if  his  character  had  been 

destroyed  them  for  his  new  arrangement.    And  such  as  has  been  described,  the  knowledge  of 

what  is  his  new  arrangement  ?  Gunga  Govin  it  could  hardly  have  failed  to  have  been  asce^ 

Sing.   Forty  English  gentlemen  were  removed  tained  to  me  by  the  ape^fic  facts.    I  ba?e 

from  their  oflSces  by  that  change.    Mr.  Has-  heard  him  loaded,  as  I  have  many  others,  with 

tings  did  it,  however,  very  oeconomically ;  for  general  reproaches,  but  have  never  heard  any 

all  these  gentlemen  were  instantly  put  upon  pen-  one  express  a  doubt  of  his  tMbilitkB,**    Now, 

sions,  and  consequently  burdened  the  establish-  if  any  thing  in  the  world  should  induce  yoa 

ment  with  anew  charge.    Well,  but  the  new  to  put  the  whole  trust  of  the  revenues  of  Ben- 

council  was  formed  and  constituted  upon  a  very  gal,  both  above  and  below,  into  the  hands  of 

oeconomical  principle  also.  These  five  gentle-  a  single  man,  and  to  delegate  to  him  the 

men,  you  will  have  it  in  proof,  with  the  neces-  whole  jurisdiction  of  the  country,  it  must  be, 

saiy  expenses  of  their  office,  were  a  charge  of  that  he  either  was,  or  at  least  was  reputed  to 

£.^,000  a  year  upon  the  establishment.   But  be,  a  man  of  integrity.     Mr.  Hastings  does 

for  great,  eminent,  capital  services,  £.62,000,  not  pretend,  that  he  is  reputed  to  be  a  man  of 

though  a  much  larger  sum  than  what  was  integrity.    He  knew  that  he  was  not  able  to 

thought  fit  to  be  allowed  for  the  members  of  contradict  the  charge  brought  against  him; and 

the  supreme  council  itself,  may  be  admitted,  that  he  had  been  turned  out  o£  office  by  his 

I  will  pass  it.    It  shall  be  granted  to  Mr.  colleagues,  for  reasons  assigned  upon  record, 

Hastings,  that  these  pensions,   though  they  and  approved  by  the  directors,  for  malversation 

created  a  new  burden  on  the  establishment,  in  office.    He  had,  indeed,  crept  again  into  (he 

were  all  well  disposed,  provided  the  council  Calcutta  committee ;  and  they  were  upoo  the 

did  their  duty.    But  you  have  heard  what  point  of  turning  him  out  f9r   malversation, 

they  say  themselves — they  are  not  there  put  when  Mr.  Hastings  saved  them  the  trouble  by 

to  do  any  duty,  they  can  do  no  duty,  their  turning  out  the  whole  committee,  consisting  of 

abilities,  their  integrity  avail  them  nothing,  a  president  and  five  members.     So  that  in  all 

they  are  tools  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  times,  in  all  characters,  in  all  places,  he  stood 

Sing.    Mr.   Hastings  then   has  loaded  the  as  a  man  of  a  bad  character  and  evil  repute, 

revenue  with  ^.62,000  a  year  to  make  Gunga  though  supposed  to  be  a  man  of  great  abilities. 
Govin  Sing  master  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,         My  lords,  permit  me  for  one  moment  to 

Bahar  and  Orissa.    What  must  the  thing  to  drop  my  representative  character  here,  and  to 

be  moved  be,  when  the  machinery,  when  the  speak  to  your  lordships  only  as  a  roan  of  some 

necessary  tools  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  have  experience  in  the  world,  and  conversant  with 

cost  £.62,000  a  year  to  the  company  ?   There  the  affairs  of  men,  and  with  the  diaracters  of 

it  is — it  is  not  my  representation — not  the  men. 
representation  of  observant  strangers,  of  good        I  do  then  declare  my  conviction,  and  wish 
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it  may  itand  recorded  to  posterity,  that  there  written  to  Mr.  Larkins  to  find  out,  if  he  could, 
never  was  a  bad  man,  that  had  ability  for  good  some  of  his  own  bribes ;  and  accordingly 
tervice.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  such  men ;  Mr.  Larkins  sent  over  an  account  of  various 
their  minds  are  so  distorted  to  selfish  purposes,  bribes ;  an  account,  which,  even  before  it 
to  knavish,  artificial,  and  crafty  means  of  ac-  comes  directly  in  evidence  before  you,  it  will 
oomplishing  those  selfish  ends,  that,  if  put  to  be  pleasant  to  your  lordships  to  read.  In  this 
way  good  service,  they  are  poor,  dull,  helpless,  account,  under  the  head  Dinagepore,  No.  1, 1 
Their  natural  faculties  never  have  that  direc-  find,  •*  Duplicate  copy  of  theparAculars  of  debta^ 
tioQ, — they  are  paralytic  on  that  side ; — the  in  which  the  component  parts  of  sundry  mm$ 
muscles,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  that  received  on  the  cuxount  of  the  honourable  com^ 
ought  to  move  it,  are  all  dead.  They  know  pony  of  merchants  trading  to  the  JSast-Indie8f 
nothing,  but  how  to  pursue  selfish  ends  by  were  received  l»/ Mr.  Hastings,  and  paid  to  the 
wicked  and  indirect  means.  No  man  ever  sub-treasurer.^^  We  find  here,  Dinageptxre 
knowingly  employed  a  bad  man  on  account  of  peshcttsh,four  lacks  of  rupees — cabuUat,  that 
his  abilities,  but  for  evil  ends.  Mr.  Hastings  is,  an  agreement  to  pay  four  lacks  of  rupees, 
knew  this  man  to  be  bad  ;  all  the  world  knew  of  which  three  were  received,  andone  remain- 
him  to  be  bad ;  and  how  did  he  employ  him  ?  ed  in  balance  at  the  time  this  account  was 
in  such  a  manner  as  that  he  might  be  con-  made  out.  All,  that  we  can  learn  firom  this 
trouUed  by  others  ?  A  great  ded  might  be  account,  afler  all  our  researches,  afler  all  the 
said  for  him,  if  this  had  been  the  case.  There  court  of  directors  could  do  to  squeeze  it  out  of 
might  be  circumstances,  in  which  such  a  man  him,  is — that  he  received  from  Dinagepore, 
might  be  used  in  a  subordinate  capacity.  But  at  twelve  monthly  payments,  a  sum  of  about 
who  ever  thought  of  putting  such  a  man  vir-  three  lacks  of  rupees,  upon  an  engagement  to 
tualiy  in  possession  of  the  whole  authority  pay  him  four; — that  is,  he  received  about 
both  of  the  committee  and  the  council-general,  £.30,000  out  of  £.40,000  which  was  to  be  paid 
and  of  the  revenues  of  the  whole  country  ?  him  ;  and  we  are  told,  that  he  received  this 
As  soon  as  we  find  Gunga  Govin  Sing  here  sum  through  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing ; 
we  find  him  employed  in  the  way,  in  which  and  that  he  was  exceedingly  angry  with 
he  was  meant  to  be  employed ;  that  is  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing  for  having  kept  back  or 
say,  we  find  him  employed  in  taking  corrupt  defrauded  him  of  the  sum  of  £.10,000  out  of 
bribes  and  corrupt  presents  for  Mr.  Hastings,  the  £.40,000.  To  keep  back  from  him  the 
Though  the  committee  were  tools  in  his  hands,  fourth  part  of  the  whole  bribe  was  very  repre- 
he  was  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  hensible  behaviour  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
for  he  had,  as  we  shall  prove,  constant,  uni-  certainly  very  unworthy  of  the  great  and  hi^ 
form,  and  close  communications  with  Mr.  trust,  which  Mr.  Hastings  reposed  ifl  his 
Hastings.  And,  indeed,  we  may  be  saved  a  integrity.  My  lords,  this  letter  tells  us,  Mr. 
good  deal  of  the  trouble  of  proof ;  for  Mr.  Has-  Hastings  was  much  irritated  at  Gunga  Govin 
tings  himself,  by  acknowledging  him  to  be  his  Sing.  You  will  hereafter  see  how  Mr.  Has- 
bribe  broker,  has  pretty  well  authenticated  a  tings  behaves  to  persons,  against  whom  he  is 
secret  correspondence  between  them.  For  irritated  for  their  frauds  upon  him  in  their 
the  next  great  bribe,  as  yet  discovered  to  be  joint  concerns.  In  the  mean  time  Gunga 
taken  by  Mr.  Hastings,  about  the  time  of  Grovin  Sing  rests  with  you  as  a  person,  with 
his  great  operation  of  1781,  was  the  bribe  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  is  displeased  on  account 
iS.40,000  which  we  charge  to  have  been  pri-  of  infidelity  in  the  honourable  trust  of  bribe- 
vately  taken  from  one  of  two  persons,  but  from  undertaker  and  manager, 
which  is  not  yet  ascertained,  but  paid  to  him  My  lords,  you  are  not  very  much  enlighten- 
through  this  flagitious  black  agent  of  his  ed,  I  believe,  by  seeing  these  words  Dinage^ 
iniquities,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  disco-  pore  peshcush.  We  find  a  province,  we  find 
very  is  made  by  another  agent  of  his,  called  -  a  sum  of  money,  we  find  an  agent,  and  we  find 
Mr.  Larkins,  one  of  his  white  bribe  confidants,  a  receiver.  The  promnoe  is  Dinagepore,  the 
and  by  him  made  accountant-general  to  the  agent  is  Gunga  Chuin  Sing,  the  sum  agreed 
supreme  presidency.  For  this  sum,  so  clan-  on  is  £.40,000,  and  the  receiver  of  apart  of  that 
destinely  and  corruptly  taken,  he  received  a  is  Mr.  Hastings,  This  is  all  that  can  be  sera, 
bond  to  himself,  on  his  own  account,  as  for  Who  it  was,  that  gave  this  sum  of  money  to 
money  lent  to  the  company.  For,  upon  the  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  manner,  does  no  way  ap- 
froquent,  pressing,  tender  sdicitatioos  of  the  pear;  it  is  murder  by  persona  unhMvan:  and 
court  of  directors,  always  insinuated  to  him  this  is  the  way,  in  whidi  Mr.  Hastings,  after 
ia  a  very  delicate  manner,  Mr.  Hastings  had  all  thereiterttad  solicitations  of  parliament,  oC 
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Um  eoiiiiMoy,  tiui  the  public,  hai  left  the  ac-  far  from  hearing  fiiUjr  all  the  parties  in  this  heA 

count  of  this  bribe.  ness,  not  cmly  sent  him  back,  but  ordered  )m 

Let  us,  however,  now  see  what  was  the  to  be  actually  turned  out  of  his  oflSce.   If  tbet 

■late  of  transactions  at  Dinagepore  at  that  the  £.40,000  be  the  same  with  the  money  takm 

period.     For,  if  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  trans-  from  the  rajah  in  1780,  to  which  accoont  it 

actions  at  that  period,  did  any  thing  for  that  seems  to  refer,  (for  it  was  taken  in  regular  pa;^ 

country,  it  roust  be  presumed  this  money  was  ments,  beginning  July  1780,  and  enduig  at  the 

given  for  those  acts;  for  Mr.  Hastings  con-  same  period  in  1781,)  it  was  a  sum  of  mooey 

fesses  it  was  a  sum  of  money  corruptly  receiv-  corruptly  taken  by  him  as  a  judge  in  a  litiga- 

ed,  but  honestly  applied.    It  does  not  signify  tion  of  inheritance  between  two  great  parties, 

much,  at  first  view,  from  whom  he  received  So  that  he  received  the  sum  of  ^.40,000  lor  a 

it ;  it  is  enough  to  fix  upon  him,  that  he  did  judgment ;  which,  whether  that  judgment  was 

receive  it.    But  because  the  consequences  of  right  or  wrong,  true   or  false,  he  corruptly 

bis  bribes  make  the  main  part  of  what  I  intend  received. 

to  bring  before  your  lordships,  I  shall  beg  to  This  sum  was  received,  as  your  lordships 

state  to  you,  with  your  indulgence,  what  I  will  observe,  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Hs 

have  been  able  to  discover  by  a  very  close  in-  was  the  broker  of  the  agreement ;  he  was  the 

vestigation  of  the  records  respecting  this  busi-  person,  who  was  to  receive  it  by  monthly  in- 

ness  of  Dinagepore.  stalments,  and  he  was  to  pay  it  to  Mr.  Has- 

Dinagepore,    Rungpore  and  Edrackpore  tings. — His  son  was  in  the  office  of  regbter- 

make  a  cmmtry,  I  believe,  pretty  nearly  as  general  of  the  whole  country,  who  had  in  his 

large  as  all  the  northern  counties  of  England,  custody  all  the  papers,  documents,  and  every 

Tc^kshire  included ;  it  is  no  mean  country,  thing,  which  could  tend  to  settle  a  litigation 

and  it  has  a  prince  of  great,  antient,  illustrious  among  the  parties. 

descent  at  the  head  of  it,  called  the  rajah  of  If  Mr.  Hastings  took  this  bribe  from  the 

Dinagepore.  rajah  of  Dinagepore,  he  took  a  bribe  from  an 

I  fold,  that,  about  the  month  of  July  1780,  infant  of  five  years  old  through  the  hands  of  the 

the  rajah  of  Dinagepore  aAer  a  long  and  lin-  register.    That  is,  the  judge  receives  a  bribe 

gering  illness  died,  leaving  an  half  brother  through  the  hands  of  the  keeper  of  the  genea- 

and  an  adopted  son.    A  litigation  respecting  logics  of  the  family,  tlie  records,  and  other 

the  succession  instantly  arose  in  the  family  ;  documents,  which  must  have  had  the  principal 

and  this  litigation  was  of  course  referred  to,  share  in  setding  the  question, 

and  was  finally  to  be  decided  by,  the  gover-  This  history  of  this  Dinagepore  peshcu^  is 

DOur-genera)  in  council, — being  the  ultimate  the  public  one  received  by  the  company,  and 

authofity,  to  which  the  decision  of  all  these  whidi  is  entered  upon  the  record — but  not  die 

questions  was  to  be  referred.    This  cause  private,  and  probably  the  true,  history  <^this 

came  before  Mr.  Hastings,  and   I  find,  that  corrupt  transaction. 

he  decided  the  question  in  favour  of  the  adop-  Very  soon  after  this  decision,  very  soon  after 

ted  son  of  the  rajah  gainst  his  half  brother.   I  this  peshcush  was  given,  we  find  all  the  officers 

find,  that  upon  that  decision  a  rent  was  settled,  of  the  young  rajah,  who  was  supposed  to  have 

and  a  peshcush,  or  fine,  paid. — So  that  all,  that  given  it,  turned  out  of  their  employment  by 

is  in  this  transcation,  is  fair  and  above-b(Mu^  ;  Gunga  Grovin  Sing,  by  the  very  noan,  who 

there  is  a  dispute  settled ;  there  is  a  fine  paid ;  received  the  peshcush  for  Mr.  Hastings.  We 

there  is  a  rent  reserved  to  the  company  ;  and  find  them  aU  turned  out  of  their  employments : 

the  whole  is  a  fair  settlement.    But  I  find  along  we  find  them  all  accused,  without  any  appear- 

with  it  very  extraordinary  acts :  for  I  find  Mr.  ance  or  trace  in  the  reo>rds  of  any  proof  of 

Hastings  taking  part  in  favour  of  the  minm*,  embezzlement,  of  neglect  in  the  education  of 

agreeable  to  the  principles  of  others,  and  con-  the  minor  rajah,  of  the  mismanagement  of  his 

trary  to  his  own.     I  find,  that  he  gave  the  afiairs,or  the  allotment  of  an  unsuitable  allow- 

guardianship  of  this  adopted  son  to  the  brother  ance.    And  accordingly  to  prevent  the  rela- 

of  the  rannee,  as  she  is  called,  or  the  widow  of  tions  of  his  adopted  mother — ^to  prevent  those, 

the  deceased  rajah ;  and  though  the  hearing  and  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  an  inmiediate 

settling  of  this  business  was  actually  a  part  of  interest  in  the  family,  from  abusing  the  trust 

the  duty  of  his  office,  yet  I  find,  that,  when  the  of  his  education,  and  the  trust  of  the  manage- 

■teward  of  the  province  of  Dinagepore  was  ment  of  his  fortune,  Gunga  Grovin  Sing — (for 

coming  down  to  represent  this  case  to  Mr.  Has-  I  trust  your  lordships  would  not  suflfer  me,  if 

tings,  Mr.  Hastings,  on  pretence,  that  it  would  I  had  a  mind,  to  quote  that  tool  of  a  thing  the 

only  tend  to  increase  the  family  dissensions,  so  committee  of  revenue,  bought  at  £,&tjSjO  a 
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ycir,  you  would  not  suffer  me  to  name  it,  eg-  proceedings  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  committee,  I 

pecially  when  you  know  all  the  secret  agency  of  do  not  find ,  that  the  ne  w  guardians  have  brought 

bribes  in  the  hand  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing)— ^is  to  account  one  single  shilling  they  receired, 

Ghmga  Grovin  Sing  produces  soon  after  another  appointed  as  they  were  by  that  council  newly 

diaractcr,  to  whom  he  consigns  the  custody  of  made  to  superintend  all  the  affairs  of  the  rajab. 

the  whole  family  and  the  whole  province.  There  is  not  one  word  to  be  found  of  an  ac- 

I  will  do  Mr.  Hastings  the  justice  to  say  count:  Debi  Sing's  honour,  6delity  and  dis- 
that,  if  he  had  known  there  was  another  man  interestedness,  and  that  of  Mr.  Goodlad,  is 
more  accomplised  in  all  iniquity  than  Gunga  sufficient ;  and  that  is  the  way,  in  which  the 
Govin  Sing,  he  would  not  have  given  him  the  management  and  superintendence  of  one  of  the 
first  place  in  his  confidence.  But  there  is  greatest  houses  in  that  country  is  given  to  the 
another  next  to  him  in  the  country,  whom  you  guardianship  of  strangers.  And  how  is  it  ma- 
are  to  hear  of  by  and  by,  called  Debi  Sing,  naged?  we  find  Debi  Sing  in  possession  of  the 
This  person  in  the  universal  opinion  of  all  Ben-  rajah's  family,  in  possession  of  his  affairs,  in  the 
gal  is  ranked  next  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and,  management  of  his  whole  zemindary ;  and  in 
what  is  very  curious,  they  have  been  recorded  the  course  of  the  next  year  he  is  to  give  him  in 
by  Mr.  Hastings  as  rivals  in  the  same  virtues,  farm  the  whole  of  the  revenues  of  these  three 

provinces.    Now  whether  the  peshcush  was 

-—       Arcades  ambo,  received  for  the  nomination  of  the  rajah,  as 

El  caniare  pares,  et  respondere  parali.  a  bride  in  judgment,  or  whether  Mr.  Hastings 

got  it  from  Debi  Sing,  as  a  bribe  in  (^ce,  for 
But  Mr.  Hastings  I)as  the  happiest  modes  in  appointing  him  to  the  guardianship  of  a  family, 
the  world ;  these  rivals  were  reconciled  on  this  that  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  for  the  domi- 
oocasion,  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing  appoints  nion  of  three  great,  and  onco  wealthy,  pro- 
Debi  Sing,  superseding  all  the  other  officers  vinces — which  is  best  or  worst  I  shall  not  pre- 
fer no  reason  whatever  upon  record.  And  tend  to  determine.  You  find  the  rajah  in  bis 
because  like  champions  they  ought  to  go  in  possession,  you  find  his  education,  his  household 
pairs,  there  is  an  English  gentleman,  one  Mr.  in  his  possession.  The  public  revenues  are  in 
Goodlad,  whom  you  will  hear  of  presently,  ap-  his  possession;  they  are  given  over  to  him. 
pointed  along  with  him.  Absolute  stremger  If  we  look  at  the  reoords,  the  letting  of  these 
to  the  rajah's  family,  the  first  act  they  do  is —  provinces  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  by 
to  cut  off  1000  out  of  1600  a  month  from  his  the  new  committee  of  revenue,  as  the  course 
allowance.  They  state  (though  there  was  and  order  of  business  required  it  should.  But 
great  number  of  dependants  to  maintain)  that  by  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Hastings's 
600  would  be  enough  to  maintain  him.  There  money  transactions, the  insufficiency  and  fallacy 
appears  in  the  account  of  these  proceedings  to  of  these  records  is  manifest  beyond  a  doubt, 
be  such  a  flutter  about  the  care  of  the  rajah.  From  this  investigation  it  is  discovered,  that 
and  the  management  of  his  household ;  in  it  was  in  reality  a  bargain  secretly  struck  be- 
short,  that  there  never  was  such  a  tender  tween  the  govemour-general  and  Debi  Sing; 
guardian:ship  as,  always  with  the  knowledge  and  that  the  committee  were  only  employed 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  is  exercised  over  this  poor  in  the  mere  official  forms.  Fnnn  the  time, 
rajah,  who  had  just  given,  if  he  did  give,  that  Mr.  Hastings  new  modelled  the  revenue 
£.40,000  for  his  own  inheritance,  if  it  was  his  system,  nothing  is  seen  in  itstrueshape.  We 
due— for  the  inheritance  of  otfurSf  if  it  was  not  now  know,  in  spite  of  the  fallacy  of  these  re- 
his  due.  One  would  think  he  was  entitled  to  cords,  who  the  true  grantor  was;  it  will  not 
some  mercy ;  but  probably,  because  the  money  be  amiss  to  go  a  litde  further  in  supplying 
could  not  otherwise  be  supplied,  his  establish^  their  defects,  and  to  inquire  a  little  concerning 
ment  was  cut  down  by  Debi  Sing  and  Mr.  the  grantee.  This  makes  it  necessary  for  me 
Goodlad  a  thousand  a  month,  which  is  just  to  inform  your  lordships  who  Debi  Sing  is. 
•twelve  thousand  a  year.                                   .  • ' 

When  Mr.  Hastings  had  appointed  those  [Mr.  Burhe  read  the  commiUee^i  reeommendo' 

persons  to  the  guardianship,  who  had  an  inte-  tion  of  Debi  Sing  to  the  govemour^generai 

rest  in  the  management  of  the  rajah's  education  and  council :  but  the  copy  of  the  fofcr  aUuded 

and  fortune,  one  should  have  thought,  before  to  is  uxmAftg.] 

they  were  turned  out,  he  would  at  least  have  ex-  *****♦♦ 
amined  whether  such  a  step  was  proper  or  not 

No,  they  were  turned  out,  without  any  such  ex-  Here  is  a  choice,  here  is  Debi  Sing  pro- 

unination ;  and  when  I  come  to  inquire  into  the  sented  for  his  knowledge  in  busineM,  bis  tivNt 
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And  fidelity ;  and  that  he  is  a  person,  against  and   abandonedljr  cornipt,  more   wildly  and 

whom  no  objection  can  be  made.     This  is  flagitiously  oppressive,  to  be  found  onemploy- 

rsented  to  Mr.  Hastings,  by  him  recorded  ed  in   India,  large  as    his  offers  were,  Mr. 

the  council  books,  and  by  him  transmitted  Hastings   would  not  have  taken    this  money 

to  the  court  of  directors.    Mr.  Hastings  has  from  Debi  Sing. 

since  recorded,  that  he  knew  this  Debi  Sing,  Debi  Sing  was  one  of  those,  who  in  the> 

(though  he  here  publicly  authorizes  the  nomi-  early  stages  of  the  English  power  in  Bengal 

nation  of  him  to  all  that  great  body  of  trusts,)  attached  himself  to  those  natives,  who  then 

that  he  knew  him  to  be  a  man  completely  ca-  stood  high  in  office.    He  courted  Mahomed 

pabie  of  the   most  atrocious  iniquities,  that  Reza  Khftn,  a  Mussulman  of  the  highest  rank, 

were  ever  charged  upon  man.    Debi  Sing  is  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  whom  I  have  already 

appointed  to  all  those  great  trusts  through  the  mentioned,  then  at  the  head  of  the  revenue, 

means  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  from  whom  he  and  now  at  the  head  of  the  criminal  justice  of 

(Mr.  Hastings)  had  received  £  J0,000  as  a  Bengal,  with  all  the  supple  assiduity,  of  which 

part  of  a  bribe.  those,  who  possess  no  valuable  art  or  useful 

Now  though  it  is  a  large  field,  though  it  is  talent,  are  commonly  complete  masters.    P(»- 

a  thing,  that,  I  must  confess,  I  feel  a  reluc-  tessing  large  funds  acquired  by  his  apprentice- 

tance  almost  in  venturing  to  undertake,  ex-  ship  and  novitiate  in  the  lowest  frauds,  he  was 

hausted  as  I  am,  yet  such  is  the  magnitude  of  enabled  to  lend  to  this  then  powerfiil  man,  in 

the  afiair,  such  the  evil  consequences,  that  the  several  emergencies  of  his  variable  fortune, 

followed  firom  a  system  of  bribery,  such  the  very  large  sums  of  money.     This  great  man 

horrible  consequences  of  superseding  all  the  had  been   brought  down   by  Mr.   Hastings, 

penons  in  office  in  the  country  to  give  it  into  under  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  upon 

the  haiids  of  Debi  Sing,  that  though  it  is  the  a  cruel  charge  to  Calcutta.    He  was  accused 

public  opinion,  and  though  no  man,  that  has  of  many  crimes,  and  acquitted  £JtiO,000  in 

ever  heard  the  name  of  Debi  Sing,  does  not  debt.     That  is  to  say,  as  soon  as  he  was  a 

know,  that  he  was   only  second   to  Gkmga  great  debtor,  he  ceased  to  be  a  great  criminal. 

Govin  Sing,  yet  it  is  not  to  my  porpose,  un-  Debi  Sing  obtained  by  his  services  no  slight 

less  I  prove,  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew  his  influence  over  Mahomed  Reza  Khiln,  a  per- 

character  at  the  very  tilne  he  accepts  him  as  son  of  a  character  very  different  from  his. 

a  person,  against  whom  no  exception  could  be  From  that  connection  he  was  appointed  to 

made.  the  fii,rm  of  the  revenue,  and  inclusively  of  the 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  your  lordships  who  government  of  Pumea,  a  province  of  very 

this'Debi  Sing  was,  to  whom  these  great  trusts  great  extent,  and  then  in  a  state  of  no  incon- 

were  committed,  and  those   great  provinces  siderable  opulence.    In  this  office  he  exerted 

given.  bis  talents  with  so  mu6h  vigour  and  industry, 

It  may  be  thought,  and  not  unnaturally,  that  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  province  was  hidf 

in  this  sort  of  corrupt  and  venal  appointment  to  depopulated,  and  totally  ruined, 

high  trust  and  office  Mr.  Hastings  has  no  other  The  farm,  on  the  expiration  of  his  lease, 

consideration  than  the  money  he   received,  was  taken  by  a  set  of  adventurers  in  this  kind 

But   whoever  thinks   so  wiU  be  deceived,  of  traffic  from  Calcutta.    But  when  the  new 

Mr.  Hastings  was  very  far  from  indiflferent  to  undertakers  came  to  survey  the  object  of  their 

the  character  of  the  persons  he  dealt  with.  On  future  operations,  and  future  profits,  they  were 

the  contrary,  he  made  a  most  careful  selec-  so  shocked  at  the  hideous  and  squalid  scenes 

tion  ;  he  had  a  very  scrupulous  regard  to  the  of  misery  and  desolation,  that  glared   upon 

aptitude  of  the  men  for  the  purposes,  for  which  them  in  every  quarter,  that  they  instantly  fled 

he  employed  them ;  and  was  much  guided  by  out  of  the  countiy,  and  thought  themselves  but 

his  experience  of  their  conduct  in  those  offices,  too  happy  to  be  permitted,  <mi  the  pajrment  of 

which  had  been  sold  to  them  upon  former  oc-  a  penalty  of  twelve  thousands  pounds,  to  be 

casions.  released  fi^>m  their  engagements. 

Except  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  (whom,   as  To  give  in  a  few  words  as  dear  an  idea,  as 

justice  required,  Mr.  Hastings  distinguished  I  am  aUe  to  give,  of  the  immense  volume, 

by  the  highest  marks  of  his  confidence,)  there  which  might  be  composed  of  the  vexations^ 

was  not  a  man  in  Bengal,  perhaps  not  upon  violence,  and  n^ine  of  that  (3rrannical  admi- 

earth,  a  match  for  this  Debi  Sing.    He  was  nistration,  the  territorial  revenue  of  Pumea, 

not  an  imknown  subject ;  not  one  rashly  taken  which  had  been  let  to  Debi  Sing  at  the  rate  o» 

up  as  an  experiment.    He  was  a  tried  man  ;  £.100,000  sterling  a  year,  was  with  diflkultf 

and  if  thsre  had  been  one  more  desperately  leased  for  a  yearly  sum  under  £.90,000,  and 
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with  all  rigour  of  exaction  produced  in  effect  seminaries,  from  which  Mr.  Hastings  has 
little  more  than  if  .60,000,  falling  greatly  below  selected  an  administrator  of  justice  and  go- 
one  half  of  Its  original  estimate.--So  entirely  vemour  of  kingdoms.  Debi  Sing  thought  it 
did  the  administration  of  Debi  Sing  exhaust  expedient  to  farm  this  tax ;  not  only  because 
all  the  resources  of  the  province  ;  so  totally  he  neglected  no  sort  of  gain,  but  because  he 
did  his  baleful  influence  blast  the  very  hope  regarded  it  as  no  contemptible  means  of  power 
and  spring  of  all  future  revenue.  and  influence.    Accordingly,  in  plain  terms, 

The  administration  of  Debi  Sing  was  too  he  opened  a  legal  brothel,  out  of  which  he 

notoriously  destructive  not  to  cause  a  general  carefully  reserved  (you  may  be  sure.)  the  very 

damour.    It  was  impossible,  that  it  should  be  flower  of  his  collection  for  the  entertainment 

passed  over  without  animadversion.    Accord-  of  his  young  superiours  ;  ladies  recommended 

ingly,  in  the  month  of  September  1772,  Mr.  not  only  by  personal  merit,  but  according  to 

Hastings  then  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  the   eastern  custom,  by  sweet  and  enticing 

circuit  removed  him  for  raal-administration ;  names,  which  he  had  given  them.    For,  if 

and  he  has  since  publicly  declared  on  record,  they  were  to  be  translated,  they  would  sound, 

that  he  knew  him  to  be  capable  of  all  the  most  — ^Riches  of  my  Life ;  Wealth  of  my  Soul ; 

horrid  and  atrocious  crimes,  that  can  be  im-  Treasure  of  Perfection ;  Diamond  of  Splen- 

puted  to  man.  dour ;  Pearl  of  Price ;  Ruby  of  Pure  Blood,  and 

This  brand,  however,  was  only  a  mark  for  other  metaphorical  descriptions,  that,  calling 

Mr.  Hastings  to  find  him  out  hereafler  in  the  up  dissonant  passions  to  enhance  the  value  of 

crowd ;  to  identify  him  for  his  own ;  and  to  call  the  general  harmony,  heightened  the  attrac- 

him  forth  into  action,  when  his  virtues  should  tions  of  love  with  the  allurements  of  avarice, 

be  sufl^ciently  matured   for  the   services,  in  A  moving  seraglio  of  these  ladies  always  at« 

which  he  afterwards  employed  him  through  tended  his  progress,  and  were  always  brought 

his   instruments  Mr.  Anderson  and  Gunga  to  the  splendid  and  multiplied  entertainments, 

Covin  Sing.    In  the  mean  time  he  left  Debi  with  which  he  regaled  his  council.    In  these 

Sing  to  the  direction  of  his  own  good  genius,  festivities,  whilst  his  guests  were  engaged  with 

Debi  Sing  was  stigmatized  in  the  company's  the  seductions  of  beauty,  the  intoxications  of 

records,  his  reputation  was  gone,  but  his  funds  the  most  delicious  wines  of  France,  and  the 

were  safe.    In  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  vduptuous  vapour  of  perfumed  India  smoke, 

Hastings  in  the  year  1773,  by  which  provin-  uniting  the  vivid  satisfactions  of  Europe  with 

cial  councils  were  formed,  Debi  Sing  became  the  torpid  blandishments  of  Asia,  the  great 

deputy  steward,  or  secretary,  (soon  in  effect  magician  himself,  chaste  in  the  midst  of  dis- 

and  influence  principal  steward)  to  the  pro-  soluteness,  sober  in  the  centre  of  debaudi, 

vincial  council  of  Moorshedabad,  the  seat  of  vigilant  in  the  lap  of  negligence  and  oblivion, 

the  okl  government,  and  the  first  province  of  attended  with  an  eagle's  eye  the  moment  for 

the  kingdom ;  and  to  his  charge  were  commit-  thrusting  in  business,  and  at  such  times  was 

ted  various  extensive  and  populous  provinces,  able  to  carry  without  difficulty  points  of  shame* 

yielding  an  annual  revenue  c^  120  lacks  of  ru-  ful  enormity,  which  at  other  hours  he  would 

pees,  or  £.1,500,000.    This  division  of  pro-  not  so  much  as  have  dared  to  mention  to  hia 

vincial  council  included  Rungpore,  Edrackpore,  employers,  young  men  rather  careless  and  in- 

and  others,  where  he  obtained  such  a  know-  experienced  than  intentionally  corrupt.    Not 

ledge  of  their  resources,  as  subsequently  to  get  satisfied  with  being  pander  to  their  pleasures, 

possession  of  them.  he  anticipated,  and  was  purveyor  to,  their 

Debi  Sing  found  this  administration  com-  wants,  and  supplied  them  with  a  constant  coin- 
posed  mostly  of  young  men,  dissipated  and  mand  of  money ;  and  by  these  means  he  reign^ 
fond  of  pleasure,  as  is  usual  at  that  time  of  ed  with  an  uncontroulled  dominion  over  the 
life ;  but  desirous  of  reconciling  those  pleasures^  province  and  over  its  govemours. 
whichusuallyconsume  wealth,  with  the  means  For  you  are  to  understand,  that  ia  many 
of  making  a  great  and  speedy  fortune ;  at  once  things  we  are  very  much  misinformed  with  re- 
eager  candidates  for  opulence,  and  perfect  no-  gard  to  the  true  seat  of  power  in  India.  Whilst 
vices  in  all  the  roads,  that  lead  to  it  Debi  we  were  proudly  calling  India  a  British  go- 
Sing  commiserated  their  youth  and  inexpe-  vemment,  it  was  in  substance  a  government 
rience,  and  took  upon  him  to  be  their  guide.  of  the  lowest,  basest,  and  most  flagitious  of  the 

There  is  a  revenue  in  that  country,  raised  by  native  rabble  ;  to  whom  the  far  greater  part  of 

«  tax  more  productive  than  laudable.    It  is  the  English,  who  figured  in  employment  and 

an  imposition  on  pid>lic  prostitutes,  a  duty  station,  had  firom  their  earliest  youth  beeq 

upon  the  societies  of  dancing  girls ;  those  slaves  and  instruments.    Banyans  had  antici* 
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pated  the  period  of  their  power  in  premature 
adnmces  of  money ;  and  have  ever  ailer  ob- 
tained the  entire  dominion  over  their  nominal 
masters. 

By  these  various  ways  and  means  Debi  Sing 
contrived  to  add  job  to  job,  employment  to  em- 
ployment, and  to  hold,  besides  the  farms  of 
two  very  considerable  districts,  various  trusts 
in  the  revenue  ;  sometimes  openly  appearing ; 
■ometimes  hid  two  or  three  deep  in  false 
names ;  emerging  into  light,  or  shrouding 
himself  in  darkness,  as  successful,  or  defeated 
crimes  rendered  him  bold  or  cautious.  Every 
one  of  these  trusts  was  marked  with  its  own 
fraud  ;  and  for  one  of  those  frauds  committed  by 
him  in  another  name,  by  which  he  became 
deeply  in  balance  to  the  revenue,  he  was  pub- 
licly whipped  by  proxy. 

All  this  while  Mr.  Hastings  kept  his  eye 
upon  him,  and  attended  to  his  progress.  But, 
as  he  rose  in  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  he  fell  in 
that  of  his  immediate  employers.  By  degrees, 
as  reason  prevailed,  and  the  fumes  of  plea- 
ture  evaporated,  the  provincial  council  emerged 
from  their  first  dependence ;  and,  finding  nothing 
bat  infamy  attending  the  councils  and  services 
of  such  a  man,  resolved  to  dismiss  him.  In 
this  strait,  and  crisis  of  his  power,  the  artist 
turned  himself  into  all  shapes.  He  offered 
great  sums  indiridually  ;  he  offered  them  cot 
lectively;  and  at  last  put  a  carte  blanche  on 
the  table— All  to  no  purpose  !  What  are  you 
stones  ? — Have  I  not  men  to  deal  with  ? — 
Will  flesh  and  blood  refuse  me  ? 

When  Debi  Sing  found,  that  the  council 
had  entirely  escaped,  and  were  proof  against 
his  offers,  he  \e(i  tliem  with  a  sullen  and  me- 
nacing silence.  He  applied  where  he  had 
good  intelligence,  that  these  offers  would  be 
well  received  ;  and  that  he  should  at  once  be 
revenged  of  the  council,  and  obtain  all  the 
ends,  which  through  them  he  had  sought  in 
▼ain. 

Without  hesitation  or  scruple  Mr.  Hastings 
sold  a  set  of  innocent  officers  ;  sold  his  fellow 
servants  of  the  company,  entitled  by  every 
duty  to  his  protection  ;  sold  English  subjects, 
recommended  by  every  tie  of  national  sym- 
pathy; sold  the  honour  of  the  British  govern- 
ment itself;  without  charge,  without  complaint, 
without  allegation  of  crime  in  conduct,  or  of 
insufficiency  in  talents ;  he  sold  them  to  the 
most  known  and  abandoned  character,  which 
the  rank  servitude  of  that  clime  produces. 
For  hinif  he  entirely  broke  and  quashed  the 
council  of  Moorshedabad,  which  had  been  the 
settled  goTemment  for  twelve  years,  (a  long 
period  in  the  changeful  history  of  India,)  at  a 


time  too  when  it  had  acquired  a  great  degree 
of  consistency,  an  official  experience,  a  knos- 
ledge  and  habit  of  business,  aiul  was  nakiig 
full  amends  for  early  errours. 

For  now  Mr.  Hastings,  having  buried  CoJo* 
nel  Monson  and  GeneraJ  Clavering,  and  lll^ 
ing  shaken  off*  Mr.  Francis,  who  retired  half 
dead  from  office,  began  at  length  to  r^tpire ;  be 
found  elbow  room  once  more  to  display  hii 
genuine  nature  and  dispositicxi,  and  to  miln 
amends  in  a  riot  and  debauch  of  peculatioD 
for  the  forced  abstinence,  to  which  he  was 
reduced  during  the  usurped  dominion  of  bo* 
nour  and  integrity. 

It  was  not  enough,  that  the  English  were 
thus  sacriQced  to  the  revenge  of  Debi  Sing.  It 
was  necessary  to  deliver  over  the  natives  to 
his  avarice.  By  the  intervention  of  bribe  bro- 
kerage he  united  the  two  great  rivals  in  ini- 
quity, who  before  from  an  emulati<m  of  crimes 
were  enemies  to  each  other,  Gunga  Govin 
Sing,  and  Debi  Sing.  He  negotiated  the 
bribe  and  the  farm  of  the  latter  through  the 
former  ;  and  Debi  Sing  was  invested  in  fiun 
for  two  years  with  the  three  provinces  of 
Dinagepore,  Edrackpore,  and  Rungpore  ;  ter^ 
ritories,  making  together  a  tract  of  land  supe- 
riour  in  dimensions  to  the  northern  cotmties 
of  England ,  Yorkshire  included. 

To  prevent  any  thing,  which  might  f»ove 
an  obstacle  on  the  full  swing  of  his  genius,  he 
removed  all  the  restraints,  which  had  been 
framed  to  give  and  ostensible  credit,  to  give 
some  show  of  official  order,  to  the  plans  of 
revenue  administration  framed  from  time  to 
time  in  Bengal.  An  officer,  called  a  dewan, 
had  been  established  in  the  provinces,  ei« 
pressly  as  a  check  on  the  person  who  should 
act  as  farmer-general.  This  office  he  confer- 
red along  with  that  of  farmer-general  on  Debi 
Sing,  in  order  that  Debi  might  become  an  ef^ 
fectual  check  upon  Sing ;  and  thus  these  pro- 
vinces, without  inspection,  without  controul, 
without  law,  and  without  magistrates,  were 
delivered  over  by  Mr.  Hastings,  bound  hand 
and  foot,  to  the  discretion  of  the  man,  whom 
he  had  before  recorded  as  the  destroyer  of 
Pumea  ;  and  capable  of  every  the  most  atro- 
cious wickedness,  that  could  be  imputed  to 
man. 

Fatally  for  the  natives  of  India,  every  wild 
project  and  every  corrupt  sale  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  those,  whose  example  he  followed,  is  co- 
vered with  a  pretended  increase  of  revenue  to 
the  company.  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  podtet 
his  bribe  of  £40,000  for  hnnself  without  let- 
ting the  company  in  as  a  diarer  and  accom- 
plice.   For  the  province  of  Rungpore,  tiie  db- 
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Ject,  to  which  I  mean  in  this  instance  to  ccm-     the  whole  province  were  sold— ^old  for— <^hat 

fineyourattention,  £.7,000  a  year  was  added,  do  your  lordships  think? — They  were  sold 

But  lest  this  avowed  increase  of  rent  should  for  less  than  one  year's  purchase, — at  less  than 

seem  to  lead  to  oppression,  great  and  religious  one  year's  purchase,  at  the  most  underrated 

care  was  taken  in  the  covenant,  so  stipulated  value ;  so  that  the  fee  simple  of  an  English 

with  Debi  Sing,  that  this  increase  should  not  acre  of  rent-free  land  sold  at  the  rate  of  seven 

arise  from  any  additional  assessment  whatso-  or  eight  shillings.     Such  a  sale  on  such  terms 

ever  on  the  country,  but  solely  from  improve-  strongly  indicated  ihe  purchaser.    And  how 

ments  in  the  cultivation,  and  the  encouragement  did  it  turn  out  in  fact  ?    The  purchaser  was 

to  be  given  to  the  landholder  and  husbandman,  the  very  agent  and  instrument  of  Mr.  Hastings, 

But  as  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe,  of  a  far  greater  Debi  Sing  himself.     He  made  the  exaction  ; 

sum,  was  not  guarded  by  any  such  provision,  he  forced  the  sale;  he  reduced  the  rate;  and 

it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  donor  in  what  he  became  the  purchaser  at  less  than  one  year's 

manner  he  was  to  indemnify  himself  for  it.  purchase,  and  paid  with  the  very  money  which 

Debi  Sing  fixed  the  seat  of  his  authority  at  he  had  extorted  from  the  miserable  venders. 
Dinagepore,  where  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  he         When  he  had  thus  sold  and  seperated  these 

did  not  lose  a  moment  in  doing  his  duty.    If  lands,    he  united   the  whole  body  of  them, 

Mr.  Hastings  can  forget  his  covenant,  you  may  amounting  to  about  £.7,000  sterling  ayear  (but 

easily  believe,  that  Debi  Sing  had  not  a  more  according  to  the  rate  of  money  and  living  in 

correct  memory ;  and,  accordingly,  as  soon  as  that  country  equivalent  to  a  rental  in  England 

he  came  into  the  province,  he  instantly  broke  of  £.30,000  a  year ;)  and  then  having  raised 

every  covenant,  which  he  had  entered  into,  in  the  new  letting,  as  on  the  sale  he  had  frau- 

as  a  restraint  on  his  avarice,  rapacity  and  ty-  dulently   reduced,    those  lands,  he  reserved 

ranny  ;  which,  from  the  highest  of  the  nobility  them  as  an  estate  for  himself,  or  to  whomso- 

and  gentry  to  the  lowest  husbandman,  were  ever  resembling  himself  Mr.  Hastings  should 

afWwards  exercised,  with  a  stem  and  unre-  order  them  to  be  disposed, 
lenting  impartiality,  upon  the  whole  people.         The  lands,  thus  sold  for  next  to  nothing. 

For  notwithstanding  the  province  before  Debi  left  of  course  the  late  landhokJer  still  in  debt. 

Sing's  lease  was,  from  various  causes,  in  a  The  failure  of  fund,  the  rigorous  exaction  of 

state  of  declension,  and  in  balance  for  the  re-  debt,  and  the  multiplication  of  new  arbitrary 

venue  of  the  preceding  year,  at  his  very  first  taxes  next  carried  off  the  goods.     There  is  a 

entrance  into  office  he  forced  from  the  zemin-  circumstance  attending  this  business,  which 

dars  or  landed  gentry  an  enormous  increase  of  will  call  for  your  lordships'  pity.     Most  of 

their  tribute.    They  refused  compliance.    On  the  landholders  or  zemindars  in  that  country 

this  refusal  he  threw  the  whole  body  of  zemin-  happened  at  that  time  to  be  women.  The  sex 

dara  into  prison  ;  and  thus  in  bonds  and  fetters  there  is  in  a  state  certainly  resembling  impri- 

Gompelled  them  to  sign  their  own  ruin  by  an  sonment,  but  guarded  as  a  sacred  treasure 

increase  of  rent,  which  they  knew  they  could  with  all  possible  attention  and  respect.   None 

never  realize.  of  the  coarse  male  hands  of  die  law  can  reach 

Having  thus  gotten  them  under,  he  added  them ;  but  they  have  a  custom,  very  cautiously 

exaction  to  exaction,  so  that  every  day  an-  used  in  all  good  governments  there  of  employ- 

nounced  some  new  and  varied  demand ;  until  ing  female  bailiffs,  or  sergeants,  in  the  execu- 

exhaosted  by  these  oppressions   they  were  tion  of  the  law,  where  that  sex  is  concerned, 

brought  to  the  extremity,  to  which  he  meant  Guards,  therefore,  surrounded  the  houses ;  and 

to  drive  them,  the  sale  of  their  lands.  then  female  sergeants  and  bailiflfs  entered  into 

The  lands  held  by  the  zemindars  of  that  the  habitations  of  these  female  zemindars,  and 
country  are  of  many  descriptions.  The  first  held  their  goods  and  persons  in  execution, 
and  most  general  are  those,  that  pay  revenue,  nothing  being  lefl  but,  what  was  daily  threa- 
The  others  are  of  the  nature  of  demesne  tened,  their  life  and  honour.  The  landholders, 
Ivids,  which  are  free  and  pay  no  rent  to  go-  even  woman  of  eminent  rank  and  condition,  for 
vemment.  The  latter  are  for  the  immediate  such  the  greatest  part  of  the  zemindars  then 
support  of  the  zemindars  and  their  families,  were,  fled  from  the  antient  seats  of  their  an- 
as from  the  former  they  derive  their  influence,  cestors,  and  lefl  their  miserable  followers  and 
authority,  and  the  means  of  upholding  their  servants,  who  in  that  country  are  infinitely 
dignity.  The  lands  of  the  former  description  numerous,  without  protection,  and  without 
were  immediately  attached,  sequestered  and  bread.  The  monthly  instalment  of  Mr.  Has- 
0oid  for  the  most  trifling  consideration.  The  tinge's  bribe  was  become  due,  and  his  rapacity 
rent-free  lands,  the  best  and  richest  lands  of  mnst  be  fed  fit>m  the  vitals  of  the  people. 
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The  zemindara,  before  their  own  flight,  had  rent,  orer  and  abore  the  exaetiou,  by  wfaick 

tfie  mortifkalion  to  see  all  ll)e  lands  assigned  the  (ariner    must   reimburse    himaelf  for  the 

to  charitable  and  to  religious  uses,  the  humane  advance  of  the  money,  by  which  he  roust  ob- 

and  pious  foundations  of  themselves  and  their  tain  the  natural  profit  of  the  farm,  as  well  as 

ancestors,  made  to  support  infirmity  and  de-  supply  the  peculium  of  his  own  avarice. 
crepiiude,  to  give  feet  to  the  lame,  and  eyes  to  Therefore  your  lordships  will  not  be  siff- 

the  blind,  and  to  eflect  which  they  had  depriv-  prised  at  the  consequences.     All  this  unhsp- 

ed  themselves  of  many  of  the  enjoyments  of  py  race  of  little   farmers,   and  tillers   of  tbe 

life,  cruelly  sequestered  and  sold  at  the  same  soil,  were  driven  like  a  herd  of  cattle  by  his 

market  of  violence    and   fraud,  where  their  extortioners,  and  compelled  by  imprisonments, 

demesne  possessions  and  their  goods  had  been  by  fetters,  and  by  cruel  whippings,  to  engage 

before  mside  away  with.     Even  the  lands  and  for  more  than  the  whole  c^  their  substance  or 

funds  set  aside  for  their  funeral  ceremonies,  in  possible  acquisition. 

which  they  hoped  to  find  an  end  to  their  mise-         Over  and  above  this  there  was  no  mode  of 

ries  and  some  indemnity  of  immagination  for  all  extortion,  which  the  inventive  imagination  of 

tbe  substantial  sufferings  of  tlieir  lives :  even  rapacity  could  contrive,  that  was  not  contrived 

the  very  feeble  consolations  of  death  were  by  and  was  not  put  in  practice.     On  its  own  day 

the  same   rigid  hand  of  tyranny,  a  tyranny  your  lordships  will  hear  with    astonishment, 

more  consuming  than  the  funeral  pile,  more  detestation  and  honxMir,  the  detail  of  these 

greedy  than  the  grave,  and  more  inexorable  tyrannous  inventions ;  and  it  will  appear,  that 

than  death  itself,  seized  and  taken  to  make  Uie  aggregate  of  these   superaded  demands 

good  the  honour  of  corruption,  and  the  faith  amounted  to  as  great  a  sum  as  tbe  whole  of  tbe 

of  bribery  pledged  to  Mr.   Hastings  or  his  compulsory  rent,  on  which  they  were  piled, 
instrument.  The    country   being    in  many  pa^   left 

Thus  it  fared  with  the  better  and  middling  wholly  waste,  and  in  all    parts  considerably 

orders  of  the  people.    Were  the  lower,  the  depopulated  by  the  first  rigorous,  the  fijil  rate 

more  industrious  spared? — Alas!  as  their  si-  of  the  district  was  exacted  from  the  miserable 

tuation  was  far  more  helpless,  their  oppression  survivers.    Their  burdens  were  increased,  as 

was  infinitely  more  sore  and  grievous ;  the  their  fellow  labourers,  to  whose  joint  efforts 

exactions  yet  more  excessive,  the  demand  yet  they  were   to  owe   the   means    oi*  payment, 

more  vexatious,  more  capricious,  more  arbi-  diminished.    Driven  to  make  pajrments,  be- 

trary.    To  afford  your  lordships  some  idea  of  yond  all  possible  calculation,  previous  to  re- 

the  condition  of  those,  who  were  served  up  to  ceipts  and  above  their  means,  in  a  very  short 

satisfy  Mr.  Hastings's  hunger  and  thirst  for  time  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  usurers, 
bribes,  I  shall  read  it  to  you  in  the  very  words         The  usurers,  who  under  such  a  govenmeiA 

of  the   representative  tyrant  himself,  Rajah  heki  their  own  funds  by  a  precarious  tenure, 

Debi  Sing.   Debi  Sing,  when  he  was  charged,  and  were  to  lend  to  those,  whose  substance 

with  a  fraudulent  sale  of  the  ornaments  of  gold  was    still  mote    precarious,  (to  the   natural 

and  silver  of  womm,  who  according  to  the  hardness  and  austerity  of  that  race  of  men) 

modes  of  that  country  had  starved  themselves  bad  additional  motives  to  extortion,  and  made 

to  decorate  their  unhappy  pers<Mis,  argued  on  their  terms  accordingly.    And  what  were  *he 

the  intprobability  of  this  part  of  the  charge,  in  terms  these  poor  people  were  obliged  to  con- 

these  very  words:  sent  to,  to  answer   the  bribes  and  peshcush 

"  It  is  notorious,"  says  he,  "  that  poverty  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  five,  ten,  twenty,  forty 
generally  prevails  among  the  husbandmen  of  per  cent  ?  No  !  at  ail  interest  of  six  hundred 
Rungpore,  more  perhaps  than  in  any  other  parts  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  by  the  day !  A  til- 
of  the  country.  They  are  seldom  possessed  ler  of  land  to  pay  six  hundred  per  cent,  to  dis- 
of  any  property  except  at  the  time  they  reap  charge  the  demands  of  government  I  What  ex- 
tlieir  harvest ;  and  at  others  barely  procure  haustless  fund  of  opulence  could  supply  diis 
their  subsistence.  And  this  is  the  cause,  that  destructive  resource  of  wretchedness  and  mi- 
such  numbers  of  them  were  swept  away  by  sery  ?  Accordingly,  the  husbandman  ground 
the  famine.  Their  effects  are  only  a  little  to  powderbetweenUie  usurer  below  and  the  op- 
earthenware,  and  their  bouses  only  a  handfiil  pressour  above,  the  whole  crop  of  the  comtry 
of  straw  ;  the  sale  of  a  thousand  of  which  was  forced  at  once  to  market ;  and  the  market 
would  not  perhaps  produce  twenty  shillings."  glutted,  overcharged  and  suffocated,  the  prioa 

These  were  the  opulent  people,  from  whose  of  grain  fell  to  the  fifth  part  of  its  usual  value, 

mipcrfluities  Mr.  Hastings  was  to  obtain  a  gif^  The  crop  was  then  gone,  but  the  debt  remained, 

of  £40,000  over  and  above  a  large  increase  of  An  imivemd  treasury  extent,  and  proeem  of 
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execution,  followed  on  the  cattle  and  stock,  demandsof  Mr.  Hastings  would  admit  no  plea 

and  was  enforced,  with  more  or  less  rigour,  for  delay,  much  less  for  subtraction  of  his 

in  every  quarter.     We  have  it  in  evidence,  bribe,  and  that  he  would  not  abate  a  shilling 

that  in  those  sales  five  cows  were  sold  for  not  of  it  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  human  race, 

more  than  seven  or  eight  shillings.    All  other  These  hoards,  real  or  supposed,  not  being  dis- 

things  were  depreciated  in  the  same  propor-  covered  by  menaces  and  imprisonment,  they 

tion.     The  sale  of  the  instruments  of  husban-  fell  upon  the  last  resource,  the  naked  bodies 

dry  succeeded  to  that  of  the  com  and  stock,  of  the  people.     And  here,  my  lords,  began 

Instances  there  are,  where,  all  other  things  such  a  scene  of  cruelties  and  tortures,  as  I 

failing,  the  farmers  were  dragged  from  the  believe  no  history  has  ever  presented  to  the 

court  to  their  houses,  in  order  to  see  them  indignation  of  the  world ;  such  as  I  am  sure,  in 

first  plundered,  and  then  burnt  down  before  the  most  barbarous  ages,  no  politic  tyranny, 

their  faces.    It  was  not  a  rigorous  collection  no  fanatic  persecution  has  ever  yet  exceeded, 

of  revenue,  it  was  a  savage  war  made  upon  Mr.  Paterson,  the  commissioner  appointed  to 

the  country.  inquire  into  tfie  state  of  the  country,  makes 

The  peasants  were  left  little  else  than  their  his  own  apology  and  mine  (or  opening  this 

families  and  their  bodies.    The  families  were  scene  of  horrours  to  you  in   the  following 

disposed  of    It  is  a  known  observation,  that  words :  "  That  the  punishments,  inflicted  up<Hi 

those,  who  have  the  fewest  of  all  other  worldly  the  ryotts  both  of  Rung^e  and  Dinageporo  for 

enjoyments,  are  the  most  tenderly  attached  to  non-payment,  were  in  many  instances  of  such 

their  children  and  wives.    The  most  tender  of  a  nature,  that  I  would  rather  wish  to  draw  a 

parents  sold  their  children  at  market.    The  veil  over  them,  than  shock  your  feelings  by  the 

most  fondly  jealous  of  husbands   sold  their  detail.  But  that  however  disagreeable  the  task 

wives.     The  tyranny  of  Mr.  Hastings  extin-  may  be  to  myself,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 

guished  every  sentiment  of  father,  son,  bro-  for  the  sake  of  justice,  humanity,  and   the 

ther,  and  husband !  honour  of  government   that  they  should  be 

I  come  now  to  the  last  stage  of  their  miseries:  exposed,  to  be  prevented  in  future.'' 
every  thing  visible  and  vendible  was  seized         My  lords,   they  began  by  winding  cords 

and  sold.    Nothing  but  the  bodies  remained,  round  the  fingers  of  the  unhappy  fi'eeholders  of 

It  is  the  nature  of  tyranny  and  rapacity  those  provinces,  until  they  clung  to  and  were 
never  to  learn  moderation  from  the  ill  success  almost  incorporated  with  one  another ;  and  then 
of  first  oppressions ;  on  the  contrary,  all  op-  they  hammered  wedges  of  iron  between  them, 
pressours,  all  men  thinking  highly  of  the  me-  until,  regardless  of  the  cries  of  the  saSeren, 
thods  dictated  by  their  nature,  attribute  the  they  had  bruised  to  pieces  and  (or  ever  crip- 
frustration  of  their  desires  to  the  want  of  pled  those  poor,  honest,  innocent,  laborious 
sufficient  rigour.  Then  they  redouble  the  hands,  which  had  never  been  raised  to  their 
efforts  of  their  impotent  cruelty ;  which  produ-  mouths,  but  with  a  penurious  and  scanty  pro- 
cing,  as  they  must  ever  produce,  new  disap-  portionofthefruitsof  their  own  soil;  but  those 
pointments,  they  grow  irritated  against  the  fi-uits (denied  to  the  wants  oftheir  own  children) 
objects  of  their  rapacity  ;  and  then  rage,  fury  have  for  more  than  fifteen  years  past  furnish- 
and  malice,  (implacable  because  unprovoked)  ed  the  investment  for  our  trade  with  China, 
recruiting  and  reinforcing  their  avarice,  their  and  been  sent  annually  out,  and  without  re- 
vices  are  no  longer  human.  From  cruel  men  compense,  to  purchase  for  us  Uiat  delicate 
they  are  transformed  into  savage  beasts,  with  meal,  with  which  your  lordships,  and  all  this 
no  other  vestiges  of  reason  left  but  what  serves  auditory,  and  all  this  country  have  begun  every 
to  furnish  the  inventions  and  refinements  of  day  for  these  fifteen  years  at  their  expense, 
ferocious  subtlety  for  purposes,  of  which  beasts  To  those  beneficent  hands,  that  lalxHir  for 
are  incapable,  and  at  which  fiends  wodd  our  benefit,  the  return  of  the  British  govem- 
Mush.  ment  has  been  cords,  and  hammers,  and  wed- 

Debi  Sing  and  his  instruments  suspected,  ges.  But  there  is  a  place  where  these  crippled 

and  in  a  few  cases  they  suspected  justly,  that  and  disabled   hands  will  act  with  resistless 

the  country  people  had  purloined  from  their  power.    What  is  if,  that  they  will  not  pull 

own  estates,  and  had  hidden  in  secret  places  down,  when  they  are  lifted  to  heaven  against 

in  the  circumjacent  deserts,  some  small  re«  Aeir  oppressours  ?  Then  what  can  withstand 

serve  of  their  own  grain  to  maintain  them-  such  hands  ?     Can  the  power,  that  crushed 

selves  during  the  unproductive  months  of  the  and  destroyed  them?   Powerful  in  prayer,  let 

year,  and  to  leave  some  hope  for  a  future  sea-  us  at  least  deprecate,  and  thus  endeavour  to 

son.    But  the  under  tyrants  knew,  that  the  secure  ourselves  from,  the  vengeanoe,  which 
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these  aiftAed  and  disabled  hands  may  pull  to  eztracl  some  loan  from  the  remnants  of  cooh 

down  upon  us.    My  lords,  it  is  an  awful  con-  passion  and  courage    not  subdued  in  those, 

sideralion.    Let  us  think  of  it.  who  had  reason  to  fear,  that  their  own  turn 

But  to  pursue  this  melancholy  but  necessary  of  torment  would  be  next,  that  they  should  suo 
detail.  I  am  next  to  open  to  your  lordships,  ceed  them  in  the  same  punishment,  and  that 
what  I  am  hereafter  to  prove,  that  the  most  their  very  humanity,  being  taken  as  a  proof 
substantial  and  leading  yeomen,  the  responsible  of  their  wealth,  would  subject  them  (as  it  did 
fanners,  the  parochial  magistrates,  and  chiefs  in  many  cases  subject  them)  to  the  same  in- 
of  villages,  were  tied  two  and  two  by  the  legs  human  tortures.  After  this  circuit  of  the  day 
together;  and  their  tormentors, throwing  them  through  their  plundered  and  ruined  villages, 
with  their  heads  downwards  over  a  bar,  beat  they  were  remanded  at  night  to  the  same 
them  on  the  soles  of  the  feet  with  ratans,  until  prison;  whipped,  as  before,  at  their  return  to 
the  nails  fell  from  the  toes ;  and  then  attack-  the  dungeon  ;  and  at  morning  whipped  at  their 
ing  them  at  their  heads,  as  they  hung  down-  leaving  it ;  and  then  sent  as  before  to  pur- 
ward,  as  before  at  their  feet,  they  beat  them  chase,  by  begging  in  the  day,  the  reiteration 
with  sticks  and  other  instruments  of  blind  of  the  torture  in  the  night.  Days  of  menace, 
fury,  until  the  blood  gushed  out  at  their  eyes,  insult  and  extortion  ; — nights  of  bdts,  fetters, 
mouths,  and  noses.  and  flagellation  succeeded  to  each  other  in  the 

Not  thinking,  that  the  ordinary  whips  and  same  round,  andibr  a  long  time  made  up  all  the 

cudgels,  even  so  administered,  were  sufficient,  vicissitude  of  life  to  these  miserable  people, 
to  others  (and  often  also  to  the  same,  who         But  there  are  persons,  whose  fortitude  could 

had  sufiered  as  I  have  statad)  they  applied,  bear  their  own  suffering  ;  there  are  men,  who 

instead  of  ratan    and  bamboo,  whips  made  are  hardened  by  their  very  pains  ;  and  the 

of  the  branches  of  the  bale  tree  ;  a  tree  full  mind,  strengthened  even  by  the  torments  of 

of  sharp  and  strong  thorns,  which  tear  the  skin  the  body,  rises  with  a  strong  defiance  against 

and  lacerate  the  flesh  far  worse  than  ordinary  its  oppressour.    They  were  assaulted  on  the 

scourges.  side  of  their  sympathy.    Children  were  scour- 

For  others,  exploring  with  a  searching  and  ged  almost  to  death  in  the  presence  of  their 

inquisitive  malice,  stimulated  by  an  insatiate  parents.    This  was  not  enough.     The  son  and 

rapacity,  all  the  devious  paths  of  nature  for  father  were  bound  close  together,  face  to  fac^ 

wliatever   is  most  unfriendly  to    man,  they  and  body  to  body,  and  in  that  situation  cruelly 

made  rods  ofa  plant  highly  caustic  and  poison-  lashed  together,  so  that  the  blow,  which  es- 

ous,  called  6eeActtea,  every  wound  of  which  caped  the  father,  fell  upon  the  son,  and  the 

festers  and  gangrenes,  adds  double  and  treble  blow,  which  missed  the  son,  wound  over  the 

to  the  present  torture,  leaves  a  crust  of  leprous  back  of  the  parent.     The  circumstances  were 

sores  upon  the  )>ody,  and  often  ends  in  the  de-  combined  by  so  subtle  a  cruelty,   that  every 

struction  of  life  itself.  stroke,  which  did  not  excruciate  the  sense, 

At  night,  these  poor  innocent  suflTerers,  these  should  wound  and  lacerate  the  sentiments  and 

martyrs  of  avarice  and  extortion,  were  brought  afl^ections  of  nature. 

into  dungeons ;  and  in  the  season  when  nature        On  the  same  principle,  and  for  the  same 

takes  refuge  in  insensbility  from  all  the  niise-  ends,  virgins,  who  had  never  seen  the  sun, 

ries  and  cares,  which  wait  on  life,  they  were  were  dragged  from  tlie  inmost  sanctuaries  of 

three  times  scourged,  and  made  to  reckon  the  their  houses;  and  in  the  open  court  of  justice, 

watches  of  the  night  by  periods  and  intervals  in  the  very  place  where  security   was  to  be 

of  torment.    They  were  then  led  out  in  the  sought  against  all  wrong  and  all  violence,  (bat 

severe  depth  of  winter,  which  there  at  certain  where  no  judge  or  lawful  magistrate  had  long 

seasons  would  be  severe  to  any,  to  the  In-  sat,  but  in  their  place  the  rtiffians  and  hanf- 

dians  is  most  severe  and  almost  intolerable, —  men  of  Warren  Hastings  occupied  the  bench,) 

they  were  led  out  before  break  of  day,  and,  stifT  these  virgins,  vainly  invoking  heaven  and  earth, 

and  sore  as  they  were  with  the  bruises  and  in  the  presence  of  their  parents,  and  whilst 

wounds  of  the  night,  were  plunged  into  water;  their  shrieks  were  mingled  with  the  indig- 

and  whilst  their  jaws  clung  together  with  the  nant  cries  and  groans  of  all  the  people,  poblidy 

cold,  and  their  bodies  were  rendered  infinitly  were  violated  by  the  lowest  and  wickedest  of 

more  sensible,  the  blows  and  stripes  were  re-  the  human  race.    Wives  were  torn  from  die 

newed  upon  their  backs  ;  and  then,  delivering  arms  of  their  husbands,  and  suflTered  the  same 

them  over  to  soldiers,  they  were  sent  into  their  flagitious  wrongs,  which  were  indeed  hid  in 

farms  and  villages  to  discover  where  a  few  the  bottoms  of  the  dungeons,  m  which  their 

handfuls  of  grain  might  be  fbund  concealed,or  honour  and  their  liberty  were  buriid  tofeCher. 
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OftMi  diey  were  taken  out  of  the  refuge  of  this  are  no  longer  to  regard  him  as  their  father, 
oonsoling  gloom,  stripped  naked,  and  thus  ex-  It  is  something  far  worse  than  complete  out- 
posed  to  the  world,  and  then  cruelly  scourged  ;  lawry,  complete  attainder,  and  universal  ex- 
mjod  in  order  that  cruelty  might  riot  in  all  the  communication.    It  is  a  pollution  even  to  touch 
circumstances,  that  melt  into  tenderness  the  him  ;  and  if  he  touches  any  of  his  old  cast, 
6ercest  natures,  the   nipples  of  their  breasts  they  are  justified  in  putting  him   to  death. 
vrere  put  between  the  sharp  and  elastic  sides  Contagion,  leprosy,  plague,  are  not  so  much 
of  deft  bamboos.    Here,  in  uiy  hand,  is  my  shunned.    No  honest  occupation  can  be  fol- 
aittbority  ;  for  otherwise  one  would  think  it  lowed.   He  becomes  an  HaHdwre^  if  (which 
incredible.    But  it  did  not  end  there.    Grow-  is  rare)  he  survives  that  miserable  degradation. 
ing  from  crime  to  crime,  ripened  by  cruelty  Upon  those,  whom  all  the  shocking  cata- 
tor  cruelty,  these  fiends,  at  length  outraging  logue  of  tortures  I  have  mentioned  could  not 
MX,  decency,  nature,  applied  lighted  torches  make  to  flinch,  one  of  the  modes  of  losing  cast 
and  slow  fire — (I  cannot  proceed  for  shame  for  Brahmins,  and  other  principal  tribes,  was 
and    borrour  !)    these    infernal   furies  plan-  practised.    It  was,  to  harness  a  bullock  at  the 
ted  death  in  the  source  of  life,  and  where  court  door,  and  to  put  the  Brahmin    on  his 
that  modesty,  which,  more  than  reason,  dis-  back,  and  to  lead  him  through  the  towns,  with 
tinguishes  men  from  beast,  retires  from  the  drums   beating  before   him.    To  intimidate 
riew,  and  even  shrinks  from  the  expression,  others,  this  bullock,  with  drums,  the  instru- 
tibere  they  exercised  and  glutted  their  unnatu-  ment  according  to  their  ideas  of  outrage,  dis- 
ral,  monstrous,  and  nefarious  cruelty, — there,  grace,  and  utter  loss  of  cast,  was  led  through 
where  the  reverence  of  nature,  and  the  sane-  the  country;  and,  as  it  advanced,  the  country 
dty  of  justice,  dares  not  to  pursue,  nor  venture  fled  before  it.    When  any  Brahmin  was  seiz- 
to  describe  their  practices.  ed  he  was  threatened  with  this  pillory,  and  for 
These,  my  lords,  were  suflTerings,  which  we  the  most  part  he  submitted  in  a  moment  to 
feel  all  in  common,  in  India  and  iu  England,  whatever  was  ordered.    What  it  was  may  be 
by  the  general  S3mnpathy  of  our  common  na-  thence  judged.    But  when  no  possibility  exis- 
ture.     But  there  were  in  that  province  (sold  ted  of  complying  with  the  demand,  the  people 
to  the  tormentors  by  Mr.  Hastings,)  things  by  their  cries  sometimes  prevailed  on  the  ty- 
done,  which,  from  the  peculiar  manners  of  India,  rants  to  have  it  commuted  for  eruel  scourging, 
were  even  worse  than  all  I  have  laid  before  which  was  accepted  as  mercy.    To  some 
you ;  as  the  dominion  of  manners,  and  the  law  Brahmins  this  mercy  was  denied,  and  the  act 
of  opinion,  contribute  more  to  their  happiness  of  indelible  infamy  executed.    Of  these  men 
and  misery  than  any  thing  in  mere  sensitive  one  came  to  the  company's  commissioner  with 
nature  can  do.  the  tale,  and  ended  with   these   melancholy 
The  women  thus  treated   lost  their  cast,  words, — "  I  have  suffered  this  indigni^ :  my 
My  lords,  we  are  not  here   to  commend  or  cast  b  lost ;  my  life  is  a  burden  to  me  ;  I  call 
bhune  the   institutions  and  prejudices  of  a  for  justice."    He  called  in  vain, 
whole  race  of  people,  radicated  in  them  by  a  Your  lordships  will  not  wonder,  that  these 
long  successiouiof  ages,  on  which  no  reason  or  monstrous  and  oppresave  demands,  exacted 
argument,  on  which  no  vicissitudes  of  things,  with  such  tortures,  threw  the  whole  province 
no   mixtures    of  men,   or  foreign    conquest,  into  despair.    They  abandoned  their  crops  on 
have  been  able  to  make  the  smallest  impres-  the  ground.    The  people,  in  a  body,  would 
■ion.     The  aboriginal  GentA  inhabitants  are  have   fled  out  of  its  confines ;  but  bands    of 
all  dispersed  into  tribes  or  casts ;  each  cast  bom  soldiers  invested  the  avenues  of  the  province, 
to  an  invariable  rank,  rights,  and  descriptions  and,  making  a  line  of  circumvallation,  drove 
of  employment ;  so  that  one  cast  cannot  by  back  those  wretches,  who  sought  exile  as  a 
any  means  pass  into  another.   With  the  Gen-  relief,  into  the  prison  of  their  native  soil.   Not 
tils  certain  impurities  or  disgraces,  though  suffered  to  quit  the  district,  they  fled  to  the 
without  any  guilt  of  the  party,  infer  loss  of  many  wild  thickets,  which  oppression  had  scat- 
cast  ;  and  when  the  highest  cast,  thatof  Brah-  tered  througb  it,  and  sought  among  the  jun- 
min,  which  is  not  only  noble  but  sacred,  is  lost,  gles,  and  dens  of  tygers,  a  refuge  from  the 
die  person,  who  loses  it,  does  not  slide  down  tyranny  of  Warren  Hastings.    Not  able  long 
into  one  lower  but  reputable — he    is  wholly  to  exist  here,  pressed  at  once  by  wild  beasts 
driven  fVom  all  honest  society.    All  the  rela-  and  famine,  the  same  despair  drove  them  back ; 
tions  of  life  are  at  once  dissolved.    His  pa-  and  seeking  their  last  resource  in  arms,  the 
rente  are  no  longer  his  parents  ;  his  wife  is  no  most  quiet,  the  most  passive,  the  most  timid 
longer  his  wife  ;  his  children,  no  longer  his,  of  the  human  race,  rose  up  in  an  uniTersal  in- 
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surrection  ;  and,  what  will  always  happen  in  racter,  and  long  standing  in  the  service.   Mr. 
popular  tumults,  the  eflfects  of  ihe  fury  of  the  Paterson  was  a  person  known  to  be  of  a  very 
people  fell  on  the  meaner  and  sometimes  the  cool  temper,  placid  manners,  moderate  and 
reluctant  instnmienls  of  the  tyranny,  who  in  middle   opinions,  unconnected  with   parties- 
several  places  were  massacred.     The  insur-  and  from  such  a  character  they  looked  (or  (what 
rection  began  in  Rung;>ore,  and  soon  spread  sometimes  is  to  be  expected  from  it)  a  com 
its  fire  to  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  promising,   balanced,  neutralized,   equivocal, 
had  been  harassed  by  the  same  person  with  colourless,  confused  report ;  in  which  the  blaaie 
the  same  oppressk>ns.    The  English  chief  in  was  to  be   impartially  divided   between  the 
that  province  had  been  the  silent  witness,  most  sufierer  and  the  oppressour ;   and  in  which, 
probably  the  abettor  and  accomplice,  of  all  according  to  the  standing  manners  of  Bengal, 
these  horrours.    He  called  in  first  irregular,  he  wouki  recommend   oblivicHi    as  the  best 
and  then  regular,  troops,  who  by  dreadful  and  remedy ;  and  would  end  by  remaricing,  that 
universal  military  execution  got  the  better  of  retrospect  could  have  no  advantage,  and  could 
the  impotent  resistance  of  unarmed  and  tmdis-  serve  only  to  irritate  and  keep  alive  animosi- 
ciplined  despair.     I  am  tired  with  the  detail  ties:  and,  by  this  kind  of  equitable,  candid, 
of  the  cruelties  of  peace.    I  spare  you  those  and  judge-like   proceeding,   they  hoped  the 
of  a  cruel  and  inhuman  war,  and  of  the  execu-  whole   complaint  would   calmly  fade  away ; 
tions,  which,  without  law  or  process,  or  even  the  sufferers  remain  in  the  possession  of  their 
the  shadow  of  authority,  were  ordered  by  the  patience,  and  the  tyrant  of  his  plunder.  In  con* 
English  revenue  chief  in  that  province.  fidence  of  this  event  from  this  presumed  cha- 
in our  Indian  government,  whatever  griev-  racter,  Mr.  Hastings's  committee,  in  appoint- 
ance  is  home  is  denied  to  exist ;  and  all  mute  iug  Mr.  Paterson  their   commissioner,  were 
despair,  and  sullen  patience,  is  construed  into  not  deficent,  in  arming  him  with  powers  equal 
content  and  satisfaction.    But  this  general  in-  to  the  object  of  his  commission.    He  was  en- 
■urrection,  which  at  every  moment  threatened  abled  to  call  before  him  all  accountants,  to 
to  blaze  out  afresh,  and  to  involve  all  the  pro-  compel  the  production  of  all  accounts,  to  ez- 
vinces  in  its  flames,  rent  in  pieces  that  veil  of  amine  all  persons ;  not  only  to  inquire  and  to 
fraud  and  mystery,  that  covers  all  the  miseries  report,  but  to  decide  and  to  redress, 
of  all  the  provinces.    Calcutta  rung  with  it ;         Such  is  the  imperfection  of  human  wisdom, 
and  it  was  feared  jt  would  go  to  England.    The  that  the  committee  totally  failed  in  their  well- 
English  chief  in  the  province,  Mr.  Goodlad,  laid  project.    They  were  totally  mistaken  in 
represented  it  to  Mr.  Hastings's  revenue  com-  their  man.    Under  that  cold  outside  the  cooi- 
miUee  to  be  (what  it  was)  the  greatest  and  missioner  Paterson  concealed  a  firm,  manly, 
most  serious  disturbance,  that  ever  happened  in  and  fixed  principle ;  a  deciding  intellect,  and  a 
BengaL     But,  good  easy  man,  he  was  utterly  feeling  heart.    My  lords,  he  is  the  son  of  a 
unable  to  guess  to  what  cause  it  was  to  be  gentleman  of  a  venerable  age  and  excellent 
attributed.    He  thought  there  was  some  irre-  character  in  this  country,  who  long  filled  the 
gularity  in  the  collection ;    but  on  the  whole  seat  of  chairman  of  the  committee  of  supply 
judged,  that  it  had  little  other  cause  than  a  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  who  is  now 
general  conspiracy   of  the  husbandmen  and  enjoying  repose  fi'ora  bis  long  labours  in  an 
landholders,  who,  as  Debi  Sing's  lease  was  honourable  age.     The  son,  as  soon  as  he  was 
near  expiring,  had  determined  not  to  pay  any  appointed  to  this  commission,  was  awed  by, 
more  revenue.  and  dreaded,  the  consequences.     He  knew  to 
Mr.  Hastings's  committee  of  revenue,  whilst  what  temptation  he  should  be  exposed,  from 
these  Wounds  were  yet  bleeding,  and  whilst  a  the  known  character  of  Debi  Sing,  to  suppress 
total  failure  was  threatened  in  the  rents  of  or  to  misrepresent  facts.    He,  therefore,  took 
these  provinces,  thought  themselves  obliged  to  out  a  letter  be  had  from  his  father,  which  let- 
make  an  inquiry,  with  some  sort  of  appearance  ter  was  the  preservation  of  his  character,  and 
ofseriousness,  into  the  causes  of  it.  They  look-  destruction  of  his  fortune.     This  letter  he 
ed  therefore  about  them  carefully,  and  chose,  always  resorted  to  in  all  trying  exigencies  of 
what  they  judged  would  be  most  plausible  and  his  life. 

least  effective.    They  thought,  that  it  was  ne-        He  laid  the  letter  before  him,  and  there  was 

eessary  to  send  a  special  commissioner  into  enjoined  such  aline  of  integrity,  ofincomipt- 

the  province ;  and  one,  too,  whose  character  ness,  of  bearing  every  degree  of  persecutkn 

would  not  instantly  blast  the  credit  of  his  mis-  rather  than  disguising  truth,  that  he  went  up 

■ion.    They  cast  their  eyes  on  a  Mr.  Paterson,  into  the  country  in  a  proper  frame  of  mind  for 

a  servant  oC  the  company,  a  man  of  lair  cha-  doing  his  duty. 
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• 

He  went  to  Rungpore  gtrongly  impressed  and  their  attachment  to  their  casts,   mint 

with  a  sense  of  the  great  trust,  that  was  placed  allow  the  full  effect  of  these  prejudices  under 

in  him ;  and  he  had  not  the  least  reason  to  such  circumstances.'* 

doubt  of  full  support  in  the  execution  of  it ;  He,  however,  proceeded  with  steadiness  and 
as  he,  with  every  other  white  man  in  Bengal,  method  *,  and  in  spite  of  every  discourage- 
probably,  and  every  black,  except  two,  was  ment,  which  could  be  thrown  in  his  way  by  the 
ignwant  of  the  fact,  that  the  govemour-gene-  power,  crafl,  fraud  and  corruption  of  the  far- 
nl,  under  whose  delegated  authority  he  was  roer-general  Debi  Sing,  by  the  collusion  of  the 
sent,  had  been  bribed  by  the  farmer^general  provincial  chief,  and  by  Uie  decay  <^  support 
of  those  provinces,  and  had  sold  them  to  his  from  his  employers,  which  gradully  &ded  away, 
discretion  for  a  great  sum  of  money.  If  Pater-  and  forsook  him,  as  his  occasions  for  it  in- 
son  had  known  this  fact,  no  human  considera-  creased.  Under  all  these,  and  under  many  more 
tion   would  have  induced  him,  or  any  other  discouragements  and  difficulties,  he  made  a  so- 
man of  common  prudence,  to  undertake  an  in*  ries  of  able,  clear,  and  well-digested  reports  at- 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  Debi  Sing.    Pity,  tended  with  such  evidence  as  never  befi>re,  and, 
my  lords,  the  condition  of  an  honest  serrant  j  believe,  never  will  again  appear,  of  the  inter- 
in  Bengal.  nal  provincial  administration  of  Bengal ;  of  evilf 
But  Paterson  was  ignorant  of  this  dark  tran-  universally  understood,  which  no  one  was  ever 
taction,  and  went  simply  to  perform  a  duty,  so  absurd  as  to  contradict,  and  whose  ezist- 
He  had  hardly  set  his  foot  in  the  province,  ence  was  never  denied,  except  in  those  places 
when  the  universal,  unquestioned,  uncontra*  where  they  ought  to  be  rectified,  although  none 
dieted  testimony  of  the  whole  people,  concur-  before  Paterson  had  the  courage  to  display  the 
ring  with  the   manifest   evidence  of  things,  particulars.     By  these  reports,  carefully  col- 
which  could  not  lie  ;  with  the  face  of  an  utter-  lated  with  the  evidence,  I  have  been  enabled 
ly  ruined,  undone,  depopulated  country,  and  to  lay  before  you  some  of  the  effects,  in  one 
saved  from   literal  and  exceptionless  depo-  province  and  part  of  another,  of  govemour 
pulation  only  by  the  exhibition  of  scattered  Hastings's  general  system  of  bribery, 
bands  of  wild,  naked,  meagre,  half-fambhed  But  now  appeared,  in  the  most  striking  light, 
wretches,  who  rent  heaven  with  their  cries  the  good  policy  of  Mr.  Hastings's  system  oi 
and  bowlings,  lefl  him  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  1780,  in  placing  this  screen  of  a  committee 
real  cause  of  the  late  tumults.    In  his  first  let-  between  him  and  his  cfime^    The  committee 
ters,  he  ccmveyed  his  sentiments  to  the  com-  had  their  lesson.     Whilst  Paterson  is  left  col- 
mittee  with  these   memorable   words, — "  In  lecting  his  evidence,  and  casting  up  his  ac- 
my  two  reports,  I  have  set  forth,  in  a  general  oounts  in  Rungpore,  Debi  Sing  is  called  up,  in 
manner,  the  oppressions,  which  provoked  the  seeming  wrath,  to  the  capital ;  where  he  is 
ryotts  to  rise.    I  shall,  Uierefore,  not  enume-  received  as  those,  who  have  robbed  and  deso- 
rate   them  now.     Every  day  of  my  inquiry  lated  provinces,  and  filled  their  coffers  with 
serves  but  to  confirm  the  facts.   The  wonder  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  have 
would  have  been,  if  they  had  not  risen :  it  been  usually  received  at  Calcutta,  and  some- 
was  not  collection,  but  real  robbbery,  aggra-  times  in  Great  Britain.    Debi  Sing  made 
yated  by  corporal  punishment,  and  every  in-  good  his  ground  in  Calcutta,  and  when  he  had 
suit  of  disgrace ;  and  this,  not  confined  to  a  well  prepared  his  committee,  in  due  time  Pa- 
few,  but  extended  over  every  individual.     Let  terson  returns,  appears,  and  reports, 
the  mind  of  man  be  ever  so  much  inured  to  Persons,  even  less  informed  than  your  lord- 
servitude,  still  there  is  a  point  where  oppres-  ships,  are  well  apprized,  that  all  officers,  re- 
sions  will  rouse  it  to  resistance.    Conceive  to  presenting  government,  and  making,  in  that 
yourselves,  what  must  be  the  situation  of  a  character,  an  authorieed  inquiry,  are  entitled 
ryott,  when  he  sees  every  thing  he  has  in  the  to  a  presumptive  credit  for  all  their  proceed- 
world  seized,  to  answer  an  exaggerated  de-  ings,  and  that  their  reports  of  facts  (where 
mand,  and  sold  at  so  low  a  price,  as  not  to  there  is  no  evidence  of  corruption  or  malice) 
answer  one  half  of  that  demand  :  when  he  are  in  the  first  instance  to  be  taken  for  truth, 
finds  himself  so  far  from  being  released,  that  especially  by  those,  who  have  authorized  the 
he  remains  still  subject  to  corporal  punish-  inquiry ;  and  it  is  their  duty  to  put  the  burden 
ment.    But,  what  must  be  his  feelings,  when  of  proof  to  the  contrary  on  those,  who  wouki 
his  tyrant,  seeing  that  kind  of  severity  of  no  impeach  or  shake  the  report, 
avail,  adds  family  disgrace  and  loss  of  cast.  Otherprinciplesof  policy,  and  other  rules  of 
You,  gentlemen,  who  know  the  reserve  of  the  government,  and  other  maxims  of  office  pre- 
natives  in  whatever  concerns  their  women,  vailed  in  the  conunittee  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
OL.  III.— 24 
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devising.    In  order  to  destroy  that  jost  and  I  am  to  tell  jour  lorddiips,  that  the  net. 

natural  credit  of  the  officer,  and  the  protection  step  they  took  was,  after  putting  Mr.  Pater- 

and  support  they  were  lx>und  to  afiurd  him,  son  as   an  accuser   to   make  good  a  charge, 

they  in  an  instant  shift  and  reverse   all   the  which  he  made  out  but  too  much  to  their  n- 

relations,  in  which  the  parties  stood.  tisfaction,  they  changed  their  battery. 

This  executive  board,  instituted  for  the  pro-  [Note. — Mr.  Burke's  illness  tnereowd,  vpm 
lection  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  people,  and  which  the  House j  on  the  motion  of  JB» 
which  was  no  cuurt  uf  justice  in  fact  or  name,  Royal  Highness   the    Prince   of  Woki 
turned  their  own    representative    officer,  re-  <uijoumed.'\ 
porting  facts  according  to  his  duty,  into  a  vo- 
luntary accuser,  who  is  to  make  good  his  charge             TRIAL S  I  X  T  H    DAY 

at  his  perU.     The  farmer-general   whose  con-  jg^^  February  1788. 

duct  was  not  crimmally  attacked,  but  appeared 

as  one  of  the  grounds  of  a  public  inquiry,  is  l\i      T\           \ 

turned  into  a  culprit  before  a  court  of  justice,  ^        '                '' 

against  whom  every  thing  is  to  be  juridically  Mt  Lords, — In  any  great  undertaking  a 

made  out  or  not  admitted  :  and  tlte  members  failure  in  the  midst  of  it,  even  from  inSrmity, 

of  an  executive  board,  by  usurpation  and  fraud,  though  to  be  regarded  principally  as  a  misfor- 

erect  themselves  into  judges,  bound  to  proceed  tune,  is  attended  with  some  sli^t  shadow  of 

by  strict  rules  of  law.  disgrace ;  but  your   lordships*  humanity,  and 

By  this  infamous  juggle  they  took  away,  as  your  love   of  justice,    have   remedied  every 

far  as  in  them  lay,  the  credit  due  to  the  pro-  thing,  and  I  therefore  proceed  with  coofideoce 

ceedings  of  government.     They  changed  the  this  day. 

natural  situation  of  proofs.    They  rejected  tlie  My  lords  1  think  (to  the  best  of  my  remem- 

depositions  of  Paterson's  witnesses,  as  not  on  brance)  the  House  adjourned  at  the  period  of 

oath,  though  they  had  never  ordered  or  autho-  time,  in  which  I  was  endeavouring  to  illustrate 

rized  them  so  to  be  taken.  the  mischiefs,  that  happened  from  Mr.  Has- 

They  went  further,  and  disabled,  in  a  body,  tings's  throwing  off  his  responsibility  by  dele- 
all  the  deponents  themselves,  whether  on  oath  gating  his  power  to  a  nominal  council,  and 
or  not  on  oath,  by  discrediting  the  whole  pro-  in  feality  to  a  black  bad  man,  a  native  of  the 
vince,  as  a  set  ofcrfhiinals,  who  gave  evidence  country,  of  the  worst  character,  that  could  be 
to  palliate  their  own  rebellion.  They  adminis  •  found  in  it ;  and  the  consequence  uf  it,  in  pre- 
tered  interrogatories  to  the  commissioner  in-  venting  the  detection  and  the  punishment  of 
■tead  of  the  culprit.  They  took  a  base  fellow,  the  grossest  abases,  that  ever  were  known  to 
whom  they  had  themselves  ordered  their  com-  be  committed  in  India,  or  any  other  part  of 
missioner   to    imprison   for   crimes   (crimes,  the  world. 

charged  on  him,  not  by  the  commissioner,  but  My  lords,  I  stated  to  you,  that  Mr.  Commis- 

by  themselves,)  and  made  him  a  complainant  sioner  Patcrson  was  sent  into  that  country, 

and  a  witness  against  him  in  the  stupidest  and  I  stated,  that  he  was  sent  into  it  with  all  the 

most  improbable  of  all  accusations  ; — namely,  authority  of  government,  with  power  to  hear, 

that  Paterson  had  menaced  him  with  punish-  and  not  only  to  hear  and  to  report,  but  to  re- 

ment,  if  he  did  not,  in  so  many  words,  slander  dress  the  grievances,  which  he  shouM  find  in 

and  calunmiate  Debi  Sing :  and  then  the  com-  the  country.    In  short,  there  was  nothing  wan- 

mittee,  seating  this  wretch  as  an  assessor  at  ting    to  his    power  but    an  hcmest  support, 

their  own  board,  who  a  few  days  before  would  Your  lordships  will  be  convinced,  that  the 

have  trembled  like  a  whipped  slave  at  the  look  road  to  fortune  was  easy  to  him.     Debi  Sing 

of  an  European,  encouraged  him  to  interrogate  for  a  favourable  report  would  have  given  a 

their  own  commissioner.  large  sum  of  money.    Your  lordships  wiH  be 

[Note. — Here    Mr.   Burke  loas  taken  ill,  convinced,  that  the  committee  would  not  have 

and  obliged  to  sit  down.    After  some  time  received  such  a  report  as  a  proof  of  bribery. 

Mr.  Burke  again  addressed  the  House.]  They  would   rather  consider  him  as  a  man, 

whoso  conduct  tended  to  conciliate,  and  to 

My  lords,  I  am  sorry  to  break  the  attention  soften  troublesome  and  difficult  matters,  and 

of  your  lordships  in  such  a  way.    It  is  a  sub-  to  settle  the  order  of  government  as  soon  as 

•  ject,  that  agitates  me.    It  is  long,  difficult  and  possible, 

arduous ;  but,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  if  I  Some  of  the  things  contained  in  his  reports 

can,  to  save  you  any  further  trouble,  I  will  go  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before  your 

through  it  this  day.  lordships,  but  very  fiuntlv.  verr  imperfodly, 
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aod  &r  short  of  my  materials.    I  have  stated,  Debi  Sing.    He  is  permitted  to  find  materiaUi 

that  the  criminal,  against  whom  the  commis-  for  his  own  defence ;  and  he,  an  old  company's 

sioner  had  made  his  report,  instead  of  being  servant  is  to  acknowledge  it  as  a  favour  to  be 

punished  by  that  strong  hand  of  power,  which  again  suffered  to  go  into  the  province,  without 

Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  use  upon  authority,without  station,  without  public  charao- 

other  occasions,  when  he  has  endeavoured  to  ter,  under  the  discountenance  and  frowns,  and 

make  princes,  or  persons  in  the  rank  and  with  in  a  manner  under  prosecution,  of  the  goverii- 

the  attributes  of  sovereign  princes,  feel,  when-  ment.    Asa  favour,  he  is  sufiered  to  go  again 

ever  they  have  incurred  his  private  resent-  into  Rungpore,  in  hopes  of  finding  among  the 

ments  ;  that  this  man  was  put  into  every  situa-  dejected,  harassed,  and  enslaved  race  of  Hin- 

tion  of  offence,  or  defence,  which  the  most  dQs,  and  in  that  undone  province,  men  bold 

litigious   and  prevaricating  laws,    that  ever  enough  to  stand  forward,  against  all  temptations 

were  invented  in  the  very  bosom  of  arbitrary  of  emolument,  and  at  the  risk  of  their  lives, 

power,  could  afford  him,  or  by  which  pecula-  with  a  firm  adherence  to  their  original  charge ; 

tioa  and  power  were  to  be  screened  from  the  and,  at  a  time,  when  they  saw  Jam  an  aban- 

cries  of  an  oppressed  people.  doned  and  persecuted  private  individual,  whom 

Mr.  Paterson,  I  stated,  from  being  a  com-  they  had  just  before  looked  upon  as  a  protect- 

missioner  directed  to  report,  under  the  autho-  ing  angel,  carrying  with  him  the  whole  power 

rity  of  government,  to  that  government,  was  of  a  beneficent  government,  and  whom  they 

considered  as  a  voluntary  accuser,  obliged  to  had  applied  to  as  a  magistrate  of  high  and 

make  good  the  articles  of  his  charge.    But,  I  sacred  authwity,  to  hear  the  complaints,  and 

believe.  I  stated,  that  he  did  not  long  remain  to  redress  the  grievances  of  a  whole  people, 

in  that  conditicxi.  A  new  commission  of  junior  servants  was, 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  to  your  lordships,  at  the  same  time,  sent  out  to  review  and  re- 

tfaat  this  Debi  Sing,  fortified  by  this  protection,  examine  the  cause,  to  inquire  into  the  inquiry, 

which  was  extended  even  to  the  lowest  of  his  to  examine  into  the  examination,  to  controul 

instruments,  thought  it  high  time  to  assume  the  report,  to  be  commissioners  upon  the  com- 

the  superiority,  that  belonged  to  a  personage,  mission  of  Mr.  Paterson.    Before  these  com- 

who  had  the  govemour-general  for  his  pen-  missioners  he   was   made   to  appear  as  au 

doner.    No  longer  the  sneaking  tone  of  apo-  accused  person,  and  was  put  upon  his  defence, 

logy ;-— no  longer  the  modest  allegations,  that  but  without  the    authority,  and  without    the 

the  commissioner  was  misinformed ; — he  boldly  favour,  which  ought  to  go  with  an   accused 

accuses  the  representative  of  English  govern-  person  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make 

ment  of  forgery  in  order  to  destroy  him ;  he  cri-  out  such  defence. 

minates  and  recriminates,  and  lays  about  him  These  persons  went  down  into  that  country ; 

without  mercy.  and  afier  spending  a  long  time  in  mere  mat> 

Things  were  now  in  a  proper  train  ;— the  ters  of  form,  found  they  could  not  do  without  a 

committee  find  the  cause  growing  and  ripen^  representative  of  Debi  Sing,  and  accordingly 

ing  to  their  wishes ; — answers,  replies,  objec-  they  ordered  Debi  Sing  to  send  up  his  vakeel, 

tions,  and  interrogatories,  accounts  opposed  to  I  forgot  to  state  to  your  lordships  what  the 

accounts, — balances  now  on   the    one  side  ;  condition  of  Debi  Sing  was  during  this  pro- 

now  on  the  other. — Now  debtor  becomes  ere-  ceeding.    This  man  had  been   ordered  to 

ditor,  and  creditor  debtor — ^until  the  proceed-  Calcutta  on  two  grounds  ;  one,  on  the  matter  of 

ings  were  grown  to  the  size  of  volumes,  and  his  flagitious  miscmiduct  at   Rungpore,  and, 

the  whole  well  fitted  to  perplex  the  most  simple  the  other,  for  a  great  failure  in  the  payment  of 

&ct8,  and  to  darken  the  meridian  sunshine  of  his  stipulated  revenue.     Under  this  double 

puUic  notoriety.  They  prepared  a  report  for  accusation  he  was  to  be  considered,  accordii^ 

the  govemour-general  and  council,  suitable  to  to  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding  in  such  cases, 

the  whole  tenour  of  their  proceedings.    Here  as  a  prisoner ;  and  he  was  kept,  not  in  the 

the  man,  whom  they  had  employed  and  be-  common  gaol  of  Calcutta,  not  in  the  prison  of 

trayed,  appeared  in  a  new  character.    Observe  the   fort,  not    in  that  gaol,  in  which  rajah 

their  course  with  him : — ^First,  he  was  made  a  Nundcomar,  who  had  been  prime  minister 

commissioner.    Then,  he  was  changed  from  a  of  the  empire,  was  confined,  but  according  to 

commissioner  to  be  a  voluntary  accuser.    He  the  mild  ways  of  that  country,  where   they 

now  undergoes  another  metamorphosis  ;— he  choose  to  be  mild,  and  the  persons  are  proteo* 

appears  as  a  culprit,  before  Mr.  Hastings,  on  ted  by  the  official  influence  of  power,  under 

the  accusation  of  the  donor  of  Mr.  Hastings's  a  free  custody.      He  was  put  under  a  guard 

bribes.    He  is  to  answer  to  the  accusaticma  of  of  sepoys,  but  not  c<MifinQd  to  h»  house;  bo 
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wu  pemiitted  to  go  abroad,  where  he    was  at  under  dUgrace?^    They  therefore  took  a 

daily  in  conference  with  those,  who  were  to  middle  way,  and  ordered  the  guard  not  to 

judge  him ;  and  having  an  address  which  sel-  attend  him  with  fixed  bayonets,  which  had 

dom  fails,  and  a  dexterity  never  wanting  to,  the  appearance  of  the  custody  (^  a  prisoner, 

a  man  possesed  of  ^.700,000  he  converted  this  but  to  lower  their  musquets,  and  unfix  their 

guard  into  a  retinue  of  honour :  their  bayonets  bayonets. 

were  lowered ,  their  musquets  laid  aside ;  they  The  next  step  of  these  conunissioners  is  to 

attended  him  witli .their  side  arms,  and  many  exclude  Mr.  Paterson  from  all  their  delibera- 

with  silver  verges  in  their  hand,  to  mark  him  tions ;  and,  in  order  that  both  parties  might  be 

out  rather  as  a  great  magistrate  attended  by  put  on  an  equality,  one  would   natually  con- 

a  retinue,  than  a  prisoner  under  guard.  elude,  that  the  culprit  Debi  Sing  was  likewise 

When  he  was  ordered  to  send  a  vakeel  to  excluded.  Far  from  it :  he  sat  up<Hi  the  bench, 

defend  his  conduct,  he  refused  to  send  him.  Need  I  say  any  more  upon  this  subject  ?  The 

Upon  which  the   commissioners,  instead  of  protection  followed. 

saying,  "  If  you  will  not  send  your  agent,  we  In  this  situation,  Mr.  Paterson  wrote  one 
will  proceed  in  our  inquiry  without  him,"  (and  of  the  most  pathetic  memorials,  that  ever  was 
indeed  it  was  not  made  necessary  by  the  com-  penned,  to  the  council  of  Calcutta,  submitting 
mission,  that  he  should  be  tliere  either  by  to  his  hard  fate,  but  standing  inflexibly  to  his 
vakeel  or  otherwise,  (condescendingly  admit-  virtue,  that  brought  it  upon  him.  To  do  the 
ted  his  refusal,  and  suffered  him  to  come  up  in  man  justice,  he  bore  the  whole  of  this  perse- 
person.  He  accordingly  enters  the  province,  cution  like  an  hero.  He  never  tottered  in  his 
attended  with  his  guard,  in  the  manner  I  have  principles,  nor  swerved  to  the  right,  or  to  the 
before  mentioned,  more  as  a  person  returning  left,  from  the  noble  cause  of  justice  and  hu- 
in  triumph  from  a  great  victory,  than  as  a  man  manity,  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  ;  and 
under  the  load  of  all  those  enormous  charges,  when  your  lordships  come  to  see  his  memorials 
which  I  have  stated.  He  enters  the  province  you  will  have  reason  to  observe,  that  his  abi- 
in  this  manner  ;  and  Mr.  Paterson,  who  saw  lities  are  answerable  to  the  dignity  of  his 
himself  lately  the  representative  of  the  India  cause,  and  make  him  worthy  of  every  thing 
company  (an  old  servant  of  the  company  is  a  that  he  had  the  honour  to  suffer  fat  it. 
great  man  in  that  country,)  was  now  lefl  To  cut  short  the  thread  of  this  shocking  se- 
naked,  destitute,  without  any  mark  of  official  ries  of  corruption,  oppression,  fraud  and  chi- 
situation  or  dignity.  He  was  present,  and  saw  canery ,  which  lasted  for  upwards  of  four  years ; 
all  the  marks  of  imprisonment  turned  into  marks  Paterson  remains  without  employment : — The 
of  respect  and  dignity  to  this  consummate  inhabitants  ofgreat  provinces,  whose  substance 
villain,  whom  I  have  the  misfortune  of  being  and  whose  blood  was  sold  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
obliged  to  introduce  to  your  lordships'  notice,  remain  without  redress. — And  the  purchaser 
Mr.  Paterson,  seeing  the  effect  of  the  pro-  Debi  Sing,  that  corrupt,  iniquitous  and  bloody 
ceeding  every  where,  seeing  the  minds  of  the  tyrant,  instead  of  being  proceeded  against  by 
people  broken,  subdued  and  prostrate  under  it,  the  committee  in  a  civil  suit  for  retribution  to 
and  that  so  far  from  having  the  means  of  de-  the  sufferers,  is  handed  over  to  the  false  sem- 
tecting  the  villanies  of  this  insolent  criminal,  blance  of  a  trial,  on  a  criminal  charge,  before 
appearing  as  a  magistrate,  he  had  not  the  a  Mahomedan  judge, — an  equal  judge,  how- 
means  of  defending  even  his  own  innocence,  ever.  The  judge  was  Mahomed  Reza  Xh4n, 
beciuise  every  kind  of  information  fled  and  was  his  original  patron,  and  the  author  of  all  his 
annihilated  before  him,  represented  to  these  fortunes ; — a  judge,  who  depends  on  him,  as  a 
young  commissioners,  that  this  appearance  of  debtor  depends  upon  his  creditor.  To  that 
Authority  tended  to  strike  terrour  into  the  hearts  judge  is  he  sent,  without  a  distinct  charge, 
of  the  natives,  and  to  prevent  his  receiving  without  a  prosecutor,  and  without  evidence, 
justice.  The  council  of  Calcutta  took  this  re-  The  next  ships  will  bring  you  an  account  of  his 
presentation  into  their  deliberate  considera-  honourable  acquittal. 

tion  ;  they  found,  that  it  was  true,  that,  if  he  I  have  stated  before,  that  I  considered  Mr. 

had  such  an  aUendance  any  longer  in  this  situa-  Hastings  as  responsible  for  the  characters  of  the 

tion,  (and  a  large  attendance  it  was,  such  as  people  he  employed ;  doubly  responsible,  if  he 

the  chancellour  of  this  kingdom,  or  the  speaker  knew  them  to  be  bad.   I,  therefore,  charge  him 

of  the  House  of  Commons  does  not  appear  with  putting  in  situations,  in  which  any  evil 

with,)  it  would  have  an  evil  appearance.    On  may  be  committed,  persons  of  known  evil  cha- 

Ihe  other  hand,  say  they,  "  if  he  ehoidd  be  Ufi  racters. 

wider  a  guard,  <A«  l^wp^e  toou^  connder  him  My  lords,  I  charge  him,  as  chief  gOTerooWi 
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with  destroying  the  institutions  of  the  country,  through  the  medium  of  that  very  person,  whom 
which  were  designed  to  be,  and  ought  to  have  he  had  appointed  to  exercise  all  the  authorities 
been,  controuls  upon  such  a  person  as  Debi  of  the  supreme  council  above,  and  of  all  sub- 
Sing,  ordinate  councils  below.    Having,  thereforoi 

An  officer,  called  dewan  or  steward  of  the  thus  appointed  a  council  dt  tools  in  the  hands 
country,  had  always  been  placed  as  a  controul  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  at  the  expense  of 
on  the  farmer ; — but  thai  no  such  controul  should  £.62,000  a  year,  to  supersede  all  the  English 
in  fact  exist, — that  he,  Debi  Sing,  should  be  let  provincial  authorities ;  having  appointed  them 
loose  to  rapine,  slaughter  and  plunder  in  the  for  the  purpose  of  establislftng  a  bribe  factor- 
country,  both  offices  were  conferred  on  him.  general,  a  general  receiver  and  agent  of  bribes, 
Did  Mr.  Hastings  vest  these  offices  in  him  ?  through  all  that  country ;  Mr.  Hastings  is  re- 
No  ;  but,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  kept  firm  to  the  sponsible  for  all  the  consequences  of  it. 
duties,  which  the  act  of  parliament  appointed  I  have  thought  it  necessary,  and  absolutely 
him  to  execute,  all  the  revenue  appointments  necessary  it  is,  to  state  what  the  consequence 
must  have  been  made  by  him:  but,  instead  of  this  clandestine  mode  of  supplying  the  com- 
of  making  them  himself,  he  appointed  Gunga  pany's  exigencies  was.  Your  lordships  will 
Govin  Sing  to  make  them,  and  for  that  appoint-  see,  that  their  exigencies  are  to  be  supplied  by 
ment,  and  for  the  whole  train  of  subordinate  the  ruin  of  the  landed  interest  of  a  province, 
villany,  which  followed  the  placing  iniquity  in  the  destruction  of  the  husbandmen,  and  the 
the  chief  seat  of  government,  Mr.  Hastings  is  ruin  of  all  the  people  in  it.  This  is  the  c(»i- 
answerable. — He  is  answerable,  I  say,  first,  sequence  of  a  general  bribe  broker,  an  agent 
for  destroying  his  own  legal  capacity ;  and  like  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  superseding  all  the 
next,  for  destroying  the  legal  capacity  of  the  powers  and  controuls  o£  government, 
council,  not  one  of  whom  ever  had,  or  could  But  Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  reduced 
have,  any  true  knowledge  Of  the  state  of  the  bribery  to  a  system  of  government  practically, 
country  from  the  moment  he  buried  it  in  the  but  theoretically.  For  when  he  despaired  any 
gulf  of  mystery,  and  of  darkness,  under  that  longer  of  concealing  his  bribes  from  the  pene- 
collected  heap  of  villany,  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  trating  eye  of  parliament,  then  he  took  another 
From  that  moment  he  destroyed  the  power  mode,  and  declared,  as  your  lordships  will 
of  government,  and  put  every  thing  into  his  see,  that  it  was  the  best  way  of  supplying  the 
hands ;  for  this  he  is  answerable.  necessities  of  the   Eastplndia  Company  in 

The  provincial  councils  consisted  of  many  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  affairs ;  that 

members,  who,  though  they  might  unite  in  thus  a  relief  to  thu  company's  affairs  might 

some  small  iniquities  perhaps,  could  not  pos-  be  yielded,   which    in  the  common  ostensi- 

sibly  have  concealed  from  the  public  eye  the  ble  mode,  and  under  the  ordinary  forms  of 

commission  of  such  acts  as  these.     Their  very  government,  and   publicly,   never  would  be 

numbers,  their  natural  competitions,  the  conten-  yielded  to  them.    So  that  bribery  with  him 

tions,  that  must  have  arisen  among  them,  must  became  a  supplement  to  exaction, 
have  put  a  check  at  least,  to  such  a  business.  The  best  way  of  showing,  that  a  theore- 

And,  therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  having  de-  tical  system  is  bad,  is  to  show  the  practical 
stroyed  every  check  and  controul  above  and  mischiefs,  that  it  produces ;  because  a  thing 
below, — having  delivered  the  whole  into  the  may  look  specious  in  theory,  and  yet  be  ruin- 
hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  for  all  the  iniqui-  ous  in  practice  ;  athing  maylook  evil  in  theory, 
ties  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  he  is  responsible.  and  yet  be  in  its  practice  excellent.    Here  a 

But  he  did  not  know  Debi  Sing,  whom  he  thing  in  theory,  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  be 

employed.    I  read  yesterday,  and  trust  it  is  productive  of  much  good,  is  in  reality  pr^ 

fresh   in  your  lordships'  remembrance,  that  ductive  of  all  those  horrible  misch\^fii  I  hafl> 

Debi  Suig  was  presented  to  him  by  that  set  stated.     That  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  this^ 

of  tools,  as  they  call  themselves,  who  acted,  as  appears  from  an  extract  of  the  Bengal  Reve* 

they  themselves  tell  us  they  must  act,  entirely  nue  Consultations,  21st  January  1"^,  a  litde 

and  implicitly  under  Gunga  Govin  Sing ; — that  before  he  came  away, 
is  to  say,  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself,  the        Mr.  Hastings  says,  *'  I  entirely  acquit  Mr. 

confidential  agent  of  Mr.  Hastings.  GKxxilad  of  all  the  charges:  he  has  disprorad 

Mr.  Hastings  is  further  responsible,  because  them.   It  was  the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  prof* 

he  took  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  from  some  person  them.     Whatever  crimes  may  be  established 

in  power  in  Dinagepore  and  Rungpore,  the  against  rajah  Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  foUow, 

countries,  which  were  ravaged  in  this  manner,  that  Mr.  Goodlad  was  responsible  for  them : 

through  the  hands  of  Gunga  Gk)vin  Sing,—  and  1  so  well  know  the  diaracter  and  abUitiet 
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of  ngfth  Debi  Sing,  thtt  I  cui  eanlj  caotctWe,  opmioo  of  Debt  Sing  w»b.— >We  ^mI  pronv 
tiMt  it  wts  m  bis  power  bocb  to  commit  the     it  at  anocber  tixae  by  abondaace  of  ckar  aai 
coorouties,  wbicb  are  laid  to  his  charge,  and  demoostratiTe  erideace,  tb»t  wbecber  be  wis 
to  conceal  ibegrooDds  of  ihem  firom  Mr.  Good-  bad  or  d<)  (but  we  sball  prove,  that  bad  be  wis 
lad.  wb9  h%d  DO  aotboritj  bat  that  of  receiving     indeed)  etcm  ke  could  bardlj  be  so  bad  as  he 
the  accoonts  and   rents  oC  the   district  from  was  in  the  opinioo,  which  Mr.  Hasting  enter- 
rajah  Debi  Sing,  and  ocrasionallv  to  be  the  tained  of  him  ;  who  nocwitbatandiag,  now  db- 
channel  of  comrouoication   between  him  and  owns  this  mock  committee^  iastitoied  bj  hiai- 
tbe  committee."  self  but,  in  realitr.  entirely  managed  by  Gvtop. 
We  shall  now  see  what  things  Mr.  Hastings  Gorin  Sing.    This  Debi  Smg  was  accepted 
did,  what  course  he  was  in,  a  little  befiire  his  as  an  unezcepiiooable  man ;  and  jet  Mr.  His- 
departnre  ;  with   what  propriety  and  coosis-     tings  knows  both  his  power  of  doing  mischief, 
teocy  of  character  he  has  behaved  from  the  and  his  artifice  in  concealing  it.  If,  then,  Mr. 
year  of  the  commencement  of  his  corrupt  sys-  Goodlad  is  to  be  acquitted,  does  it  not  show 
tem  in  1773  to  the  end  of  it,  when  he  closed     tlic  evil  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  in  destroj* 
it  in  1785  ;  when  the  bribes  not  only  mounted     ing  those  provincial  councils,  which,  as  I  have 
the  chariot,  but  boarded  the  barge,  and,  as  I  already  stated,  were   obliged  to  book  every 
■hall  fbow,  followed  him  down  to  the  Ganges,  thing,  to  minute  all  the  circumstances,  which 
and  even  to  the  sea,  and  that  he  never  quitted  came  before  them,  together  with  all  the  coo- 
his  SjTstem  of  iniquity  ;  but  that  it  suryived  his  sultations  respecting  them  ?  He  strikes  it  the 
political  life  itself.  whole  systf^ra  at  once,  and,  instead  of  it,  be 
One  of  his  last  political  %ct«  was  this :  leares  an  Englishman  upder  pretence  of  coo- 
Tour  lordships  will    remember,  that  Mr.  trouiling  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  agent,  af^mnted 
C(oodlad  was  sent  up  into  the  country,  whose  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  him  bribes,  in  i 
eonduct  was  terrible  indeed :  fur  that  he  could  province,  where  Mr.  Hastings  says  that  agent 
Dot  be  in  place  and  authority  in  that  country,  bad  the  power  of  committing  such  enormities, 
and  be  iniK)cent,  while  such  things  were  doing,  and  which  nc^rady  doubts  his  dispositioo  tocom- 
I  shall  prove  :  but  that  is  not  now  my  cooside-  mit.-ii-He  leaves  him,  I  say,  in  such  a  slate  of 
ration.  inefficierKv,  that  these  iniquities  could  be  con- 
The  govemour-general's  minute,  just  read,  cealed  (though  every  one  true)  fixxn  the  per- 
is this,  "  I  entirely  acquit  Mr.  Goodlad  of  all  son  appointed  there  to  inspect  his  conduct  !— 
the  charges :  he  has  disproved  them.    It  was  What  then  could  be  his  business  there  ?  was 
the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  prove  them,'*  (the  it  only  to  receive  sudi  sums  of  money  as  Debi 
accuser,  namely,  the  commissioner.)  "What-  Sing  might  put  into  his  hands,    and  which 
ever  crimes  ipay  be  established  against  rajah  might  easily  have  been  sent  to  Calcutta  ?  Was 
Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  follow,  that  Mr.  Good-  he  to  be  of  use  as  a  communication  between 
lad  w^  responsible  for  them  ;  and  I  so  well  Debi  Sing  and  the  committee,  and  in  no  other 
know  the  character,"  ^c.  &:c.  &c.  way  ?    Here  then  we  have  that  English  autbo- 
Now  your  lordships  perceive  he  has  acquit-  rity,  which  Mr.  Hastings  left  in  the  country: 
ted  Mr.  Goodlad.   He  is  clepu-.   Be  it,  that  he  here  the  native  authority  which  he  settled,  and 
is  fairly  ai^d  conscientiously  acquitted.    But  the  establishment  of  native  iniquity  in  a  rego- 
wt^t  is  Mr.  Hastings's  account  of  rajah  Debi  lar  system  under  Gunga  Grovin  Sing :  here  the 
Sing  ?    He  is  presented  to  him  in   1781  by  destruction  of  all  English  inspection.   I  hope  1 
Qunga   Govin  Sing,  as  a    person,  against  need  say  no  more  to  prove  to  your  lordships, 
whose  character  there  could  be  no  exception,  that  this  system,  taken  nakedly  as  it  thus  stands, 
—J  *)y  him  accepted  in  that  light.    Upon  the  founded  iq  mystery  and  obscurity,  fbuixied  for 
Aor  '  ' 
Inioli 
character 

that  I   cat)  easily  conceive,  that  it  was  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  would  be  iniquitous  upon 

his  power  both    to  commit   the  enormities,  the  face  and  the  statement  of  it.    But  when 

whidi  are  laid  tq  hi^  charge,  and  to  conceal  your  lordships  consider  what  horrid  effects  it 

the  grotmds  of  them  from  Mr.  Goodlad,  who  produced,  you  will  easily  see  what  the  mischief 

bad  no  authority  but  that  of  receiving  the  ac-  and  abomination  of  Mr.  Hastings's  destroying 

counts  and  rents  of  the  district  from  rajah  Debi  these  provincial  councils,  and  protecting  these 

Sing,  and  occasionally  to  be  the  channel  of  com-  persons,  must  necessarily  be.     If  you  bad  not 

munication  between  him  and  the  committee."  known  in  theory,  you  must  have  teen  it  io 

Thus  your  lordships  see  what  Mr.  Hastiiigs's  practice. 
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But  when  both  practice  and  theory  concur,  committee  by  a  new  oath,  and  (breed  them  to 

there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  system  of  private  declare,  that  they  would  not  receive  any  bribes, 

bribery  for  a  revenue,  and  of  private  agency  for  As  soon  as  he  had  so  secured  them  against 

a   constitutional  government,    must  ruin    the  receiving    bribes,  he   was  resolved  to  make 

country,  where  it  prevails;  must  disgrace  the  them  inefficient, — a  good  way  to  secure  them 

country,  that  uses  it,  and  finally  end  in  the  de-  against  bribes,  by  taking  from  them  the  power 

struction  of  the  revenue.    For  what  says  Mr.  of  bribe-worthy  service.     This  was  a  good 

Hastings  ?    I  was  to  have  received  £.40,000  counter  security  to  their  oath.  But  Mr.  Has- 

in  bribes,  and  £.30,000  was  actually  applied  to  tings  put  a  dewan  there,  against  whom  there 

the  use  of  the  company.     Now  I  hope  I  shall  was  no  security ;  he  let  loose  this  dewan  to 

demonstrate,  if  not,  it  will  be  by  some    one  frustrate   their   intentions,  their  application, 

abler  than  me  demonstrated  in  die  course  of  their  abilities  and  oath ;  that  is,  there  was  a 

this  business,  that  there  never  was  a  bribe  person  at  that  board,  who  was  more  than  the 

received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  that  was  not  in-  board  itself,  who  might  riot  in  peculation  and 

stantly  foilowed  with  a  deficiency  in  the  reve-  plunder  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 

nue ;  this  is  dear,  and  what  we  undertake  to  He  was  there  to  receive  bribes  for  Mr.  Has- 

prove :  and  that  Debi  Sing  himself  was,  at  the  tings ;  the  committee  were  to  be  pure  with  im- 

time  Mr.  Hastings  came  away,  between  twenty  potent  hands;  and  then  came  a  person  with 

and  thirty  thousand  pounds  debtor  to  the  com-  ample  power  for  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  And, 

pany.     So  that  in  truth  you  always  find   a  lest  this  person  should  not  have  power  enough 

deficiency  of  revenue  nearly  equal,  and  in  some  in  this  committee,  he  is  made  the  general 

instances  I  shall  show  double,  to  all  the  bribes  bribe  broker  to  Mr.  Hastings.     This  secret 

Mr.  Hastings  received ;  from  whence  it  will  under-current,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  is  to 

be  evident,  that  he  never  could,  nor  did,  receive  counteract  every  thing,  and,  as  fast  as  one 

them  under  that  absurd  and  strange  idea  of  a  part  is  rendered   pure,  tcxally  to  corrupt  all 

resource  to  government.  the  rest. 

I  must  re-state  to  your  lordships,  because  I         But,  my  lords,  this  was  not  the    private 

wish  you  never  to  forget,  that  this  committee  opinion  of  Mr.  Shore  only,  a  man  of  great 

of  revenue  was,  in  their  own  opinion,  and  from  abilities,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the 

theirown  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  revenue,  who  must  know  when  he  was  in  a 

if  motion  can  be  attributed  originally  to  instru-  situation  to  do  good,  and   when   not.    The 

ments,  mere  tools  ;  that  thoy  knew,  that  they  other  gentleman,  whom  I   have   mentioned, 

were  tools  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Mr.  Hastings's  confidant  in  every  thing  but 

There  were  two  persons  principal  in  it,  Mr.  his  bribes,  and  supposed  to  be  in  his  closest 

Shore,  who  was  the  acting  president,  and  Mr.  secrets,  is  Mr.  Anderson.    I  should  remark  to 

Anderson,  who  was  president   in  rank,  and  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  man 

president  in  emolument,  but  absent  for  a  great  apparently  of  weak  nerves,  of  modest  and  very 

part  of  the  time  upon  a  foreign  embassy.    It  is  guarded  demeanour,  as  we  have  seen  him  in 

the  recorded  opinion  of  the  former,  for  I  must  the  House  of  Commons  ;  it  is  in  that  way 

beg  leave  to  read  again  a  part  of  the  paper,  only  I  have  the  honour  of  knowing  him.    Mr. 

which  has  already  been  read  to  your  lordships,  Anderson  being  asked,  whether  he  agreed  in 

that    "the  committee  with   the  best  inten-  the  opinion  and  admitted  the  truth  of  his  friend 

tions,  best  abilities,  and  steadiest  application,  Mr.  Shore's  statement  relative  to  the  dewan 

must,  after  all,  be  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  their  of  the  committee,  his  answer  was  this — **  I 

dewan."  do  not  think,  that  I  should  have  written  it  quite 

Now  do  you  believe  in  the  first  place,  that  so  strong,  but  I  do  in  a  great  measure  agree  to 
men  will  long  have  abilities,will  long  have  good  it, — that  is,  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  -ot^ 
intentions,  and  will  long,  above  all,  have  steady  truth  in  the  observation ;  I  think,  in  particular, 
application,  when  they  know  they  are  but  tools  that  it  would  require  great  exertion  in  the  corn- 
in  the  hands  of  another?  when  they  know  they  mittee,  and  great  abilites  on  the  part  of  the 
are  tools  for  his  own  corrupt  purposes  ?  president,  to  restrain  eflTectually  the  conduct 

In  the  nexi  [»lace  I  must  beg  leave  to  state  of  the  dewan  ;  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  (or 
to  you,  that  on  the  constitution  of  this  com-  the  committee  to  interpose  a  sufficient  controul 
mittee  Mr.  Hastings  made  them  all  take  a  to  guard  against  all  the  abuses  of  the  dewan.'* 
solemn  oath,  that  they  would  never  receive  any  There  is  the  real  president  of  the  corn- 
present  whatever.  It  was  not  enough  to  trust  mittee, — there  the  most  active,  efficient  mem- 
to  a  general  covenant ;  it  was  not  enough  to  her  of  it.  They  are  both  of  one  opinion 
trust  to  the  penal  act  of  I77S  ;  he  bound  the  concerning  their  situation ;  and,  I  think,  thia 
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opinioB  of  Mr.  AwlerKn  is  ttin  more  Uroog ;  dajof  die  iiiq|iiii7,tlMtdoM  BOtbniKtol 

f)r  M  be  thinks  he  should  have  wriiten  it  with  more  and  more  of  this  eril  afainst  Mr.  Hii> 

a  little  more  guard,  but  should  have  agreed  tings. 

in   substance,   you  must  naturally  think  the        But,  before  I  open  the  papers,  relathre  to 
strongest  expression  the  truest  representation  this  act  of  Mr.  Hastings's  firieodahip  for  Gap 
of  the  circumstance.  Gorin  Sing,  I   most   re-state  some  circmh 
There  is   another  circumstance,  that  must  stances,  that  your  lordship*  may  undentaal 
rrike  your  lordships  relative  to  this  institution,  thoroughly  the  miture  <^  it.     YourlonUii{S 
It  is  where  the  president  says,  that  the  use  of  may  recollect,  that  about  the  time  of  the  soo* 
the  president  would  be  to  exert  bis  best  abilities,  cession  of  the  minor  rajah  of  Dinagqwn, 
bis  greatest  application,  his  constant  guard,  for  who  was  then  but  five  or  six  years  of  age,  audi 
what  ? — to  prevent  his  dewan  from  being  guilty  when  Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  eight  or  oioe, 
of  bribery,  and  being  guilty  of  oppressions.  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  from  that  couoiiy 
So  here  is  an  executive  constitution,  in  which  a  bribe  of  about  £.40,000.  There  is  a  fidelitf 
the  chief  executive  minister  is  to  be  in  such  a  even  in  bribery  ; — there  is  a  truth  and  ckaet- 
situation,  and  of  such  a  disposition,  that  the  vance  even  in  comiptioa  ;  there  is  a  justice, 
chief  employment  of  the  presiding  person  in  that,  if  money  is  to  be  paid   for  protection, 
the  committee  is  to  guard  against  him,  and  to  protection  should  be  given.    My  loids,  Mr. 
prevent  his  doing  mischief.    Here  is  a  man  Hastings  received  this  bribe  through  Giungi 
appointed,  of  the  greatest  possible  power,  of  Govin  Sing ;  then,  at  least   through  Gimga 
the  greatest  possible  wickedness,  in  a  situation  Govin  Sing,  he  ought  to  take  care,  that  tlat 
to  exert  that  power  and  wickedness  for  the  de-  rajah  should  not  be   rubbed  ;  that  he  EbouU 
struction  of  the  country ;  and,  without  doubt,  it  not  be  robbed,   if  Gunga  Govin  Sing  cooU 
would  require  the  greatest  ability  and  diligence  help  it ;  that  i^ve  all  he  should  not  be  rob- 
in the  person  at  the  head  of  that  council  to  bed  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself. — ^But  yoiar 
prevent  it.    Such  a  constitution,  allowed  and  lordships  will  find,  that  the  last  act  of  Mr. 
alledged  by  the  persons  themselves,  who  com-  Hastings's  life  was  to  be  an  accomplice  in  ths 
posed  it,  was,  I  believe,  never  heard  of  in  the  most  cruel  and  perfidious  breach  of  faith,  in 
world.  'the  most  iniquitous  transaction,  that  I  do  be- 
Now  that  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  the  lieve  ever  was   held   out  to  the  indignation 
system  of  bribery,  your  lordships  will  permit  of  the  world  with  regard  to  private  persons, 
me  to  follow  Mr.  Hastings  to  his  last  parting  When  he  departed  on  the  16th  of  February 
scene.    He  parted  with  his  power,  he  parted  1785,  when  he  was  on  board  in  the  mouth  of 
with  his  situation,  he  parted  with  every  thing,  the  Ganges,  and  preparing  to  visit  his  native 
but  he  never   could  part  witli  Gunga  Govin  country,  let  us  see  what  the  last  act  of  his  life 
Sing.    He  was  on  his  voyage,  he  had  embark-  then  was.  Hear  the  last  tender  accents  of  the 
ed,he  was  upon  the  Ganges,  he  had  quitted  his  dying  swan  upon  tlie  Ganges:  **  The  regret 
government ;  and  his  last  dying  sigh,  his  last  which  I  cannot  but  feel  in  relinquishing  the 
parting  voice,  was  Gunga  Govin  Sing.    It  ran  service  of  my  honourable  employers,  woukl  be 
upon  the   banks  of  the  Ganges,  as   another  much  embittered,  were  it  accompanied  by  the 
plaintive  voice  ran  upon  the  banks  of  another  reflection,  that  1  have  neglected  the  merits  of 
river,  (I  forget  whose  ;)  his  last  accents  were  a  man,  who  deseves  no  less  of  them  than  of 
Gunga,  Gunga  Govin  Sing.    It  demonstrates  myself,  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  who  from  his  ear- 
the  power  of  friendship.  liest  youth  had  been  employed  in  the  coUeo- 
It   is  said  by  some   idle  absurd  moralists,  tion  of  the  revenues,  and  was,  about  eleven 
that  friendship  is  a  thing,  that  cannot  subsist  years  ago,  selected  for  bis  superiour  talents  to 
between  bad  men  ;  but  I  will  show  your  lord-  fill  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  com- 
iMps  the  direct  contrary ;   and,  after  having  raittee.    He  has  from  that  time,  with  a  short 
shown  you  what  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was,  I  intermission,  been  the  principal  native  agent 
shall   bring  before  you  Mr.  Hastings's  last  in  the  collection  of  the  company's  revenues; 
act  of  friendship  for  him.    Not  that  I  have  and  I  can  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  be 
quite  shown  you  every  thing,  but  pretty  well,  has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
I  think,  respecting  this  man.    There  is  a  great  fidelity,  diligence,  and  ability.  To  myself  be 
deal  concerning  his   character  and  conduct,  has  given  proo6  of  a  constancy  and  attach- 
that  is  laid  by ;  and  I  do  believe,  that  what-  ment,  which  neither  the  fears,  nor  expecta- 
ever  time  I  shouU  take  up  in  expatiating  upon  tions,  excited  by  the  prevalence   of  different 
these  things,  there  would  be  "  in  the  lowest  influence,  coukl  shake  :   and  at  a  time  too 
deep  still  a  lower  deep  ;'*   for  there  is  not  a  when  these  qualities  were  so  dangerous  thati 
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br   Irom  finding  them  among  the  generality  of  peculation,  and  embezzlement  of  public 

of  his  countrymen,  I  did  not  invariably  meet  money ;  but  of  this  cause  of  the  intermission 

with  thenn  among  my  own.  With  such  a  sense  in  the  political  life  and  political  merits  of 

of  his  merits,  it  is  natural,  that  I  should  feel  Grunga  Govin  Sing  Mr.  Hastings  does  not 

m.  desire  of  rewarding  him ;  for  justice,  grati-  tell  you. 

tnde,  generosity,  and  even  policy  demand  it ;  Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  opinion 

*  I  resort  to  the  board  for  the  means  of  per-  a  member  of  the  provincial  council   at  Cal- 


fiimiing  so  necessary  a  duty,  in  full  confidence,  cutta,  in  which  he  had  also  served,  had  of 
that  as  those,  which  I  shall  point  out,  are  him.  "  Who  is  Gunga  Govin  Sing  ?"  The 
neither  incompatible  with  the  company's  in-  answer  is : — "  He  was,  when  I  lefl  Bengal, 
lerest,  nor  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  others,  dewan  to  the  committee  of  revenue.  What 
they  win  not  be  withheld  from  me.  At  the  was  his  office  and  power  during  Mr.  Has- 
raipiest,  therefore,  o£  Gnnga  Govin  Sing  I  tings *s  administration  since  1780  ? — ^He  was 
deliver  the  accompanying  durkausts,  or  peti-  formerly  dewan  to  the  provincial  council  sta- 
tions, for  grants  of  lands  lying  in  different  tioned  at  Calcutta,  of  which  I  was  a  member. 
districts  ;  the  total  jumma,  or  rent,  of  which  His  conduct  then  was  licentious  and  unwar* 
amount  to  rupees  2,38,061. 12.  1."  rantable,  oppressive  and  extortionary.     He 

Your  lordships  recollect,  that  Mr.  Larkins  was  stationed  under  us  to  be  an  humble  and 

ooe  of  the  bribe  agents  of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  submissive  servant,  and  to  be  of  use  to  us  in 

»,  I.  mean,  of  a  corporation,  but  not  corporate  the  discharge  of  our  duty.     His  conduct  was 

in  their   acts.     My  lords,  Mr.  Larkins  has  every  thing  the  reverse.    We  endeavoured  to 

told  you,  he  has  told  us,  and  he  has  told  the  correct  the  mischiefs  he  was  guilty  of  as  much 

court  of  directors,  that  Mr.  Hastings  parted  as  possible.   In  one  attempt  to  release  fifteen 

in  a  quarrel  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  because  persons  illegally  confined  by  him,  we  were 

he  had    not   faithfully  kept  his  engagement  dismissed  our   offices;   a  different  pretence 

with  regard  to  his  bribe ;  and  that,  instead  of  was  held  out  for  our  dismission,  but  it  was 

j£4D/X)0  from  Dinagepore,  he  had  only  paid  only  a  pretence.     Since  his  appointment  as 

him  £30,000.    My  lords,  that  iniquitous  men  dewan  to  the  present  committee  of  revenue, 

will  defraud  one  another  I  can  conceive ;  but  his  line  of  conduct  has  only  been  a  continu- 

you  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Hastings*s  behaviour  ance  of  what  I  have  described,  but  upon  a 

at  parting,  that  he  either  had  in  fact  received  larger  scale.   What  was  the  general  opinion  of 

this  money  from  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  or  in  the  natives  of  the  use  he  made  of  his  power  ? 

some  way  or  other  had  abundant  reason  to  be  — He  was  looked  up  to  by  the  natives  as  the 

satisfied  ;  that  he  totally  forgot  his  an^^er  upon  second  person  in  the  government,  if  not  the 

this  occasion,  and  that  at  parting  his  last  act  first.    He  was  considered  as  the  only  channel 

Was  to  ratify  grants  of  Urndsy  (so  described  by  for. obtaining  favour  and  employment  from  the 

Bfr.  Hastings,)  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Your  govemour.    There  is  hardly  a  native  family 

lordships  will  recollect  the  tender  and  forgiv-  of  rank  or  credit  within  the  three  provinces, 

log  temper  of  Mr.  Hastings.  Whatever  little  whom  he  has  not  some  time  or  other  distres- 

bidcerings  there   might   have  been  between  sed  and  afflicted  ;  scarce  a  zemindary,  that  he 

them  about  their  small  money  concerns,  the  has  not  dismembered  and  plundered.    Was 

pinrifying  waters  of  the  Ganges  had  washed  you  in  a  situation  to  know  this  to  be  true  ?^ 

away  all  sins,  enmities,  and  discontent.    By  I  certainly  was.    What  was  the  general  opi- 

aome  of  those  arts,  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  nion  and  your  own,  concering  his  wealth  ? — 

knows  how  to  practise  (I  mean  conciliatory  It  is  almost  impossible  to  form  a  competent 

hooest  arts)  he  had  fairly  wiped  away  all  re-  judgment,  his  means  of  acquiring  it  have  been 

aentment  out  of  Mr.   Hsistings's    mind  ;  and  so  extensive.    I  had  an  account  shown  to  me 

he,  who  so  long  remembered  the  affront  offer-  about  July  1785,  stating  his   acquisitions  at 

ed  him  by  Cheit  Sing,  totally  forgets  Gunga  three  hundred  and  twenty  lacks  of  rupees,  that 

GoTin  Sing's  fraud  of  £10,000 ;  and  attempts  is  £3,200,000." 

to  make  others  the  instruments  of  giving  him  My  lords,  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  from  the 

what  he  calls  his  reward.  best  inquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  those, 

Mr.  Hastings,  states  among  Ghinga  Govin*s  who  speak  highest  of  his  wealth,  are  those 

merits,  that  he  had,  from  the  time  ^  its  insti-  who  obtain  the  greatest  credit.    The  estimate 

tutioo,  and  with  a  very  short  intermission,  of  any  man's   wealth  is  uncertain;   but  the 

■enred  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  enormity  of  his  wealth  is  universally  believed: 

oommittee.     That   short  intermission   was,  yet  Mr.  Hastings  seemed  to  act  as  if  he  need- 

iHMfi  he  was  turned  out  of  office  upon  proof  ed  a  reward ;  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to 
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iaqotre,  what  recommended  him  particularfr 
Co  Mr.  Hasriftjrs.  Your  lordships  have  seen, 
that  he  was  on  ihe  p.jint  of  bein^  disraiss«i 
for  mUbehavi«iur,  and  r»f»[ires<ioii.  by  that  Cal- 
cutta roinmittee,  his  services  to  which  ^Ir. 
Hastings  gives  as  one  proof  of  his  constant 
and  uniform  gnml  behaviour.  *'  He  had  ex- 
ecuted," he  says,  *'  the  duties  of  his  office 
with  fidelity,  dihgence  and  ability,"  These 
are  his  public  merits — but  he  has  private 
merits  :  "  To  mvself,"  savs  he,  "  he  has 
piven  proofs  of  ojnstancy  and  attachment." 

Now  we,  who  have  been  used  to  look  very 
diligently  over  iJie  company's  records,  and  to 
compare  one  part  with  another,  ask,  what 
those  services  were,  which  have  so  strongly 
recommended  him  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in- 
duced him  to  speak  so  favourably  of  his  pub- 
lic services  ?  ^^^hat  those  services  are,  does 
not  appear  ;  we  have  searched  the  records  for 
them,  (and  those  records  are  very  busy  and 
loquacious,)  about  that  period  of  time,  during 
which  Mr.  Hastings  was  labouring  under  an 
eclipse,  and  near  the  dragon's  mouth,  and  all 
the  drums  of  Bcn^l  beating  to  fi'ee  him  from 
this  dangerous  eclipse.  During  this  time  there 
is  nothing  publicly  done,  there  is  nothing 
publicly  said,  byGunga  Govin  Sing.  There 
were  then  some  services  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
that  lie  undiscovered,  which  he  takes  as 
proofs  of  attachment.  What  could  they  be  ? 
they  were  not  public ;  nobody  knows  any  thing 
of  them  ;  they  must  by  reference  to  the  time, 
as  far  as  we  can  judge  of  them,  be  services  of 
concealment.  Otherwise,  in  the  course  of  this 
business  it  will  be  necessary,  and  Mr.  Has- 
tings will  find  occasion,  to  show  what  those 
personal  services  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  to 
him  were.  Hit  services  to  Gtmga  Govin 
Sing  were  pretty  conspicuous ;  for,  after  he 
was  turned  out  for  peculation,  Mr.  Hastings 
restored  him  to  his  office ;  and  when  he  had 
imprisoned  fifteen  persons  illegally  and  oppres- 
sively, and  when  the  council  were  about  to  set 
them  at  liberty,  they  were  set  at  liberty  them- 
selves ;  they  were  dismissed  their  offices. 
Your  lordships  see,  then,  what  his  public  ser- 
vices were.  His  private  services  are  unknown ; 
they  must  be,  as  we  conceive  from  their  being 
unknown,  of  a  suspicious  nature  ;  and  I  do 
not  go  further  than  suspicion,  because  I  never 
heard,  and  I  have  not  been  without  attempts 
to  make  the  discovery,  what  those  services 
were,  that  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Has- 
tings. 

Having  looked  at  his  public  services,  which 
are  well-known  scenes  of  wickedness,  barba- 
rity, and  corruption,  we  next  come  to  see  what 


his  reward  is.    Your  lord^ps  hear  what  n> 
ward  he  thought  proper  to  secure  for  hims^, 
and.  I  believe,  a    man,  who  has  power  Ifte 
Gunga  Govin   Sing,  and   a  disposition  like 
Gunga  Govin  Sing,  can  hardly  want  the  means 
of  rewarding  himself;  and  if  every  virtue  re- 
wards itself,  and  virtue  is   said  to  be  its  own 
reward,  the  virtue  of  GKmga  Grovin  Sing  was 
in  a  good  way  of  seeking  its  own  reward.  Mr. 
Hastings,  howerer,  thought  it  was  not  right, 
that  such  a  man  should  reward  himself;  hot 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  booour  and  justice 
of  government  to  find  him  a  reward.    Tbea 
the  next  thing  is,  what  that  reward  shall  be. 
It  is  a  grant  of  lands.     Your  lordships  will  ob> 
serve,  that  Mr.  Hastings  declares  some  of 
these  lands  to  be  unoccupied,  others  occupied, 
but  not  by  the  just  owners.     Now  these  were 
the  very  lands  of  the  rajah  of  Dinagepore,  fitm 
whence  he  had  taken  the  bribe  of  £.4O,O00l 
My  lords,  this  was  a  monstrous  thing.    Mr. 
Hastings  had  the  audacity,  as  his  parting  act, 
when  he  was  coming  to  England,  and  ought  to 
have  expected  (whatever  he  did  expect)  the  r^ 
sponsibility  of  this  day, — he  was,  I  say,  sham»> 
less  enough,  not  only  to  give  this  recommen- 
dation, but  to  perpetuate  the  mischief  of  his 
reign,  as  he  has  done,  to  his  successours  ;  for 
he  has  really  done  so  by  making  it  impossi- 
ble almost  to  know  any  thing  of  the  true  state 
of  that  country  :  and  he  has  thereby  made 
them  much  less  responsible  and  criminal  thto 
before  in  any  ill  acts,  they  may  have  done  since 
his  time.    But  Mr.  Hastings  not  only  recom- 
mends and  backs  the  petition  of  Gunga  Govin 
Sing  with  his  parting  authority,  which  autho* 
rity  he  made  the  people  there  believe  would 
be  greater  in  England,  than  it  was  in  India ; 
but  he  is  an  evidence  ;  he  declares,  that  "  to 
his  own  knowledge  these  lands  are  vacant,  and 
confessedly,  tlierefore,  by  the  laws  of  this  as 
well  as  of  most  other  countries,  in  the  absolute 
gift  of  government." 

My  lords,  (sls  I  said)  Mr.  Hastings  becomes 
a  witness,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  course  of  the 
proceedings  you  wiH  find,  a  false  witness  for 
Gunga  Govin  Sing.  "  To  my  own  knowledge," 
says  he,  "  they  are  vacant."  Why,  I  cannot 
find,  that  Mr.  Hsistings  had  ever  been  in  Dina- 
gepore ;  or,  if  he  had,  it  must  have  been  only 
as  a  passenger.  He  had  not  the  superversioa 
of  the  district,  in  any  other  sense  than  with  that 
kind  of  eagle  eye,  which  he  must  have  had  over 
all  Bengal,  and  which  he  had  for  no  other  pur- 
poses than  those,  for  which  eagles'  eyes  ars 
commonly  used.  He  becomes,  ycu  see,  a  wit- 
ness for  Gkmga  Govin  Sing,  and  orders  to  be 
given  him,  as  a  recompense  for  all  the  iniquitoai 
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IS  man  committed,  the  lands  of  that  yery  was  forged  or  not,  this  miserable  minor  'was 
vho  through  the  hands  ofGhinga  Govin  obliged  to  give  the  lands  to  him:  he  did  not 
had  given  an  enormous  bribe  to  Mr.  dare  to  quarrel  with  him  upon  such  an  article  \ 
igs.  These  lands  were  not  without  an  because  he,  who  would  purchase,  could  take, 
ihip,  but  were  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  The  next  step  was  to  get  one  of  his  nearest 
and  were  to  be  severed  from  the  zemin-  relations  to  seem  to  give  a  consent;  because 
ad  given  to  Gunga  Grovin  Sing.  The  taking  it  of  the  minor  was  too  gross.  The  re- 
ir  of  obtaining  them  is  something  so  lation,  who  could  no  moro  consent  by  the  law 
Dg,  and  contains  such  a  number  of  en-  of  that  country  than  the  law  of  this,  gave  ap- 
es completed  in  one  act,  that  one  can  parently  his  consent.    And  these  were  the 

>  imagine  how  such  a  compound  could  very  lands,  that  Mr.  Hastings  speaks  of  as 

"  lands  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  government.'' 

m  man,  besides  his  office  of  dewan  to  All  this  came  before  the  council.    The  mo- 

alcutta  committee,  which  gave  him  the  ment  Mr.  Hastings  was  gone,  India  seemed  a 

management  and  power  of  the  revenue,  little  to  respire ;  there  was  a  vast  oppressive 

IS  I  hare  stated,  at  the  head  of  all  the  re-  weight  taken  off  it, — there  was  a  mountain  re- 

I  in  the  kingdom,  whose  duty  it  was  to  moved  from  its  breast ;  and  persons  did  dare 

MMtroal  upon  him  as  dewan.    As  Mr.  then,  for  the  first  time,  to  breathe  their  com- 

ngfi  destroyed  every  other  constitutional  plaints.   And  accordingly  this  minor  rajah  got 

aent  of  the  country,  so  the  office,  which  some  person  kind  enough  to  tell  him,  that  he 

>  be  a  check  upon  Ghinga  Grovin  Sing,  was  a  minor, — that  he  could  not  part  with  his 
y,  the  register  of  the  country,  had  been  estate ;  and  this,  with  the  other  shocking  and 
leded,  and  revived  in  another  shape,  and  iUegal  parts  of  the  process,  was  stated  by  him 
to  the  own  son  of  this  very  man.  God  to  the  council,  who  had  Mr.  Hastings's  recom- 
,  that  a  son  shoukl  not  be  under  a  certain  mendation  of  Gunga  Grovin  Sing  before  them. 
Munnablo  subordination.  But  though  in  The  council,  shocked  to  see  a  minor  attempt- 
nmtry  we  know  a  son  may  possibly  be  ed  to  be  dispossessed  in  such  a  manner  by  him, 
ora  die  controul  of  his  father,  yet  the  who  was  the  natural  guardian  of  all  minors, 
Mt  slave  is  not  in  a  more  abject  condition  shocked  at  such  an  enormous  daring  piece  of 
very,  than  a  son  is  in  that  country  to  his  iniquity,  began  to  inquire  further,  and  to  ask, 

;  for  it  extends  to  the  power  of  a  Roman  how  came  this  his  near  relation  to  consent  ? 

u    The  office  of  register  is  to  take  care,  He  was   apparently  partner    in  the   fraud. 

fiitt  and  iair  rent  is  secured  to  govern-  Partner  in  the  fraud  he  was,  but  not  partner  in 

and  above  all  it  is  his  business  to  take  the  profit ;  for  he  was  to  do  it  without  getting 

f  Ae  body  of  laws,  the  rojjaun  mulluck,  any  thing  for  it ;  the  wickedness  was  in  him, 

torn  of  the  country,  of  which  he  is  the  and  the  profit  in  Ginga  Govin  Sing.    Inconse- 

ian  as  the  head  of  the  law.    It  was  his  quence  of  this  inquiry,  the  man  comes  down  to 

ssB  to  secure  that  fundamental  law  of  the  account  for  his  conduct,  and  declares  another 

ment,  and  fundamental  law  of  the  conn-  atrocious  iniquity,  that  shows  you  the  powers, 

lat  a  zemindary  cannot  be  split;  or  any  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  posseosod. — ^''GKmga 

n  of  it  separated  without  the  consent  of  Govin  Sing,''  says  he,  "  is  master  of  the  coun- 

vemment.    This  man  betrayed  his  trust,  try ;  he  had  made  a  great  festival  for  the  burial 

id  privately,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  of  his  mother ;  all  those  of  that  cost  ought  to 

get  this  minor  rajah,  who  was  but  an  be  invited  to  the  funeral  festival ;  he  would  have 
,  who  was  but  nine  years  old  at  the  tim^  disgraced  me  for  ever,  if  I  had  not  been  invited 
ke  over  to  him  a  part  of  his  zemindary,  to  that  funeral  festival.*'  These  funeral  festi- 
irge  amount,  under  colour  of  a  fraudulent  vals,  you  should  know,  are  great  things  in  that 
rtitious  sale.  By  the  laws  of  that  coun-  country,  and  celebrated  in  this  manner,  and, 
J  the  common  laws  of  nature,  the  act  you  may  depend  upon  it,  in  a  royal  manner, 
I  child  was  void.  The  act  was  void  as  by  him,  upon  burying  his  mother :  any  per- 
il the  government,  by  giving  a  zemin-  son  left  out  was  marked,  despised,  and  dis- 
rithout  the  consent  of  the  government  to  graced.  "  But  he  had  it  in  his  power,  and  I 
«j  man,  who  ought  to  have  prevented  was  threatened  to  be  deprived  of  my  cast  by 
IB  act :  he  has  the  same  sacred  guar-  his  register,  who  had  the  cast  in  his  absolute 
lip  of  minors,  that  the  chaneellour  of  disposition."  Says  he,  **  I  was  under  ter^ 
nd  has.— This  man  got  to  himself  those  rour,  I  was  under  duresse,  and  I  did  it." 
bgr  m  fraudulent,  aikl  probdbly  forged,  Ghmga  Govin  Sing  was  fortified  by  the  <^i- 
for  tfa  t  is  charged  too;  but  whethw  it  nion, tlua  the govemour, though  deputed,  vir- 
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tnally  resided  in  that  country.    G^  grant,  that  in  his  zemindary,  and  indeed  eziali  iaoM 

his  power  may  be  extirpated  out  of  it  now.    I  other  zemindaries  besides  since  the  caapujt 

doubt  it ;  but,  most  asmiredly,  it  was  residing  accession.  Ramkisseo,  in  1172,  got  posseaMl 

in  its  plenitude  when  he  departed  from  thence ;  of  NurruUoor,  the  zemindary  of  Mahomed  Ali: 

and  there  wan  not  a  man  in  India,  who  was  the  purgunnah  of  Ichanguipore,  &c.  wai  ii 

not  of  opinion,  eithur  that  he  was  actually  to  three  divisions  in  1173.    The  petition  of  Gkivii 

return  to  govern  India  again,  or  that  his  power  Deo  Sheopersaud  was  made  over  to  the  ion d 

is  such  in  Kngland,  as  that  he  might  govern  BousserChowdryjpossessourofthe  third dma 

it  hrro.    And  such  were  the  hopes  of  those,  Purgunnah  Baharbund  bel<»)ged  to  the  zenii' 

who  had  intentions  against  the  estates  of  others,  dary  of  Rannee  Bhowaimy,  and,  in  1180,  km 

— Ciuiifta  Ctovin  Sing,  therefore,  being  pressed  made  over  to  Lucknaut  Nundy.     All  tiien 

to  the  wall  by  this  declaration  of  the  rajah's  changes  took  place   in   the   life-time  of  tk 

relation,  when  he  could  say  nothing  against  it,  rightful  possessours,  without  right,  title,  or  piv* 

when  it  was  clear  and   manifest,  and  there  chase." 

were  only  impudent  barefaced  denials,   and  Your  lordships  have  not  heard  before  of 

aRS(!verations  against  facts,  which  carried  truth  Lucknaut  Nundy.     He  was  the  bod  of  a  f«** 

with  themflolves,  did  not  in  his  answer  pretend  son,  of  whom  your  lordships  have  heard  bejon^ 

to  say,  that  a  zemindary  might  be  parted  with-  called  Can  too  Baboo,  the  banyan  of  Mr.  S» 

out    the  consent  of  the  government, — ^ihat  a  tings.  Mr.  Hastings  has  proved  in  abundasoe 

minor  might  be  deprived  of  it, — that  the  next  of  other  cases,  that  a  grant  to  father  and  aoa  ii 

relation  had  a  power  of  disposing  of  it.    He  the  same  thing.     The  fathers  generally  take 

did  indeed  say,  but  nobody  believed  him,  that  out  grants  in  the  names  of  their  scms ;  aiid  the 

he  had  used  no  force  upon  this  relation  ;  but  as  Ranny  Bhowanny,  posseting  the  zeadodiiy 

every  one  knew  the  act  would  be  void,  he  was  of  Radshi,  an  old  Udy  of  the  first  radc  ail 

driven  to  Mr.  Hastings's  great  refuge ;  he  was  family  in  India,  was  strif^ied  of  part  of  h^  ae- 

driven  to  say,  *'  The  government  in  this  country  mindary,and  it  was  given  to  Lucknaut  Nun«ly, 

has  arbitrary  power,— the  power  of  government  the  son  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bajran  ;  and  thea 

is  every  thing, — the  right  of  the  subject  no-  (you  see  the  consequence  of  good  examples) 

thing ; — they  have  at  all  times  separated  ze-  comes  Gunga  Grovin   Sing,  and  says,  I  am 

mindaries  from  their  lawful  proprietors.^jrive  as  good  a  man  as  he  ;  there  is  a  zenundaij 

me,  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  constantly  given  given ;  then  do  as  much  for  Gunga  Govin  Su^ 

to  other  people  without  any  right,  or  shadow,  as  you  have  done  for  Cantoo  BiUmo.    Hen  'u 

or  semblance  of  right  at  all." — God  knows,  it  is  an  argument  drawn  fixxn  the  practice  of  Mr. 

well,  that  I  walk  with  my  authority  in  my  hand ;  Hastings.    And  this  shows  your  lordships  the 

for  there  are  such  crimes,  such    portentous  necessity  of  suppressing  such  iniquities  by  po- 

inoredible  crimes,  to  be  brought  befere  your  nishing  the  author  of  them.    Tou  will  pom^ 

lordships,  that  it  wouM  hardly  be  believed,  w««  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  no  man  will  hereafW  dare 

it  not,  that  I  am  constantly,  as  I  hope  I  shall  lo  rob  minors,  no  man  will  bereafler  dare  to 

constantly  be,  guarded  with  evidence,  and  that  rob  widows,  to  give  to  the  vilest  of  mankind, 

the  strongest,  that  can  be, even  the  evidenceof  their  own  base  instruments  lor  their  own  ne- 

the  parties  themselves,  ftrious  purposes,  the  lands  of  others  withoot 

*'  From  vour  inquiry  (Gtmga  Govin  Sing  ri|^  title,  or  purchase, 

says  to  the  council)  every  circumstance  will  My  lords,  I  will  not  after  this  slate  to  yoo 

af^pear  in  its  true  cokwrs.    With  respect  to  the  false  representation  of  the  vakie  of  these 

the  alienation  of  parts  of  xemindaries,  the  ex-  lands,  which  this  aaan  gave  in  lo  govemamL 

tent  and  consequence  of  the  great  zemindars  He  represented  it  to  be  modi  less  than  it  was, 

depend,  in  a  great  nteasure,  on  the  favour  and  when  he  desired  the  grant  of  dw«; ;  as  shdl 

countenance  of  the  ruling  powers.  be  staled,  when  it  rnra   hifciL  year  loi^ 

"  By  what  means  did   this  zemindar  of  ships,  at  the  proper  tiaM^     But  at  present  I 

Diaajirp^ve  pH  possession  of  purgunnah  But-  am  only  *'T?*'*»Tf  apm  prwiples^  and  kri^iif 

ta$$im  after  the  death  of  Rroobad  Chowdhry  examples  so  &r  as  tbsjr  ilkmtme  |s  mi  i^lk^. 

Ml   lliS,  of  pwgtmoah  Cooiygoog  afker  the  *        '       ' 
death  of  Sahebrance  ChowderaBne,   ia   the 

saaM  year.  norwisKstandii^  his  heirs  existed ;  of  the  sfMrit  of 

and  i>f  pur|;unnah  Sun*«)e.  &c.  during  the  tile-  wzmf  with 
lime  of  SttMKvttanN  the  zemindar,  in  llCTT^all 
wiihsMM  right,  tide,  or  pecuaiary  OMeaderaaoa  ? 
Thas  bias  been  dM  case  with 
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to  paint,  could  make  these  transactions  zemindaries,  "  neither  am  I  at  all  desirous  of 

to  your  lordships  with  the  strength  acquiring  any  other  person's  zemindary  in  this 

Jiey  have  in  themselves :  and  your  lord-  country,"  &c.    ***** 

'ill  be  convinced  of  this,  when  you  see,  ^rn,     ,                   j  i.        . 

obody  could  hardly  believe,  that  a  man  .    t/^,  <iocumeTd,  read  here,  is  wanting,  end- 

,  *«  It  was  given  to  others  without  right,  V*^J  ,  ***    several  Calcutta   banyans   have 

u  •      •»  *  •  u     *    •  L*      done,    &c.     ***** 

purchase,  give  it  to  me  without  right,  * 

purchase ; — ^give  me  the  estates  of  mi-         He  states  it  as  a  kind  of  constant  practice, 

thout  right,  title,  or  purchase,  because     by  which  the  country  had  been  robbed  under 

Lstings  gave  the  estates  of  widows  with-     Mr.  Hastings,  knovm  and   acknowledged  to 

It,  title,  or  purchase."  be  so,  to  seize  upon  the  inheritance  of  the 

lis  exemplary  grant,  of  this  pattern  for     widow,  and  the  fatherless.     In  this  manner 

>roceedings,  I  will  show  your  lordships     did  Gunga  Govin  Sing  govern  himself  upon 

sequence.  the  direct  precedent  of  Cantoo   Baboo,  the 

I  read  to  your  lordships  part  of  the  ex-     banyan  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  this  other  in- 

ion  of  a  witness,  taken  from  a  report     strument  of  his  in  like  manner  calls  upon  go- 

mmittee  of  the  House  of  Commons.         vcrrfment  for  favour  of  some  kind  or  other,  upon 

e  you  acquainted  with  the  situation  of     the  same  principle,  and  the  same  precedent. 

nindary  of  Baharbund  ? — ^It  lies  to  the        Your  lordships  now  see,  how  necessary  it 

rd  of  Dinagepore  and  Rungpore.  I  was     was  to  say  something  about  arbitrary  power : 

)d  in  that  neighbourhood.     To  whom     for,  first,  the  wicked  people  of  that  country 

triginally  belong? — 1  believe,  to  the  ze-     (Mr.  Hastings's  instruments  1  mean)  pretend 

y  of  Radshi,  belonging  to  ranny  Bo-     right,  title,  purchase,  grant ;  and  when  their 

For  what  reason  was  it  taken  from     frauds  in  all  these  legal  means  are  discovered, 

ny  cf  Radshi  and  given  to  Cantoo  Ba-     then  they  fly  off)  and  have  recourse  to  arbitrary 

I  do  not  exactly  recollect:  I  believe,  on     power;  and  say,  It  is  true,  I  can  make  out  no 

lea  9f  incapacity  or  insufliciency  in  her     right,  title,  grant,  or  purchase ;  the  parlies  are 

age  it,  or  some  pretended  decline  in  the     minors  ;  I  am  bound  to  take  care  of  their  right; 

3,  owing  to  mismanagement.    On  what     but  you  have  arbitrary  power ;  you  have  exer- 

ras  it  granted  to  Cantoo  Baboo  or  his     cised  it  upon  other  occasions ;  exercise  it  upon 

I  believe  it  was  a  grant  in  perpetuity,  at     this  ;  give  me  the  rights  of  other  people.  This 

mueof  nipees  82  or  83,000  per  annum,     was  the  last  act,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  the  last 

imountdid  he  collect  from  the  country  ?     act  of  Mr.  Hastings's  wicked  power,  done  by 

not  tell.   The  year  I  was  in  that  neigh-     the  wickedest  man  in  favour  of  the  wickedest 

id,  the  settlement  with  his  under-tenants     man,  and  by  the  wickedest  means,  which  fail- 

lething  above  3,53,000  rupees.  The  in-     ed  upon  his  own  testimony. 

tflofthe  country  objected  to  it.    They         To  bring  your  lordships  to  the  end  of  this 

led  in  a  body  of  about  five  thousand,  and     business,  which  I  hope  will  lead  me  very  near 

roceeding  to  Calcutta  to  make  known     to  the  end  of  what  I  have  to  trouble  your  lord- 

ievances  to  the  committee  of  revenue,     ships  with  ;  I  will  now  state  the  conduct  of  the 

fere  stopped  at  Cossimbuzar  by  Noor     council,  and  the  resolution  about  Gunga  Govin 

iboo,  the  brother  of  Cantoo  Baboo,  and     Sing.  I  am  to  inform  your  lordships,  that  there 

te  matter  was  compromised,  in   what     was  a  reference  made  by  the  council  to  the 

I  cannot  say."  committee  of  revenue,  namely  to  Gunga  Govin 

lordships  see,  Mr.  Hastings's  banyan     Sing  himself;  a  reference  with  regard  to  the 

zemindary  belonging  to  this  venerable     right,  title,  mode,  and  proceeding,  and  many 

lable  to  protect  herself;  that  it  was     other  circumstances;  upon  which  the  com- 

to  him  without  right,  title,  or  pur-     mittee,  being  such  as  I  have  described,  very 

To  show  you,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had     naturally  were  silent.    Gunga  Govin  Sing  lo" 

I  a  constant  course  of  such  proceed-     quUur  aohta — in  the  manner  you  have  just 

e  is  a  petition  from  a  person  called     heard  ;  the  committee  were  the  chorus  ;  they 

**        *****fo|i  some     sometimes  talk — ^fill  up  a  vacant  part,  but 

iroro  government,  which  it  is  not  ne-     Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  the  great  actor,  the 

DOW  to  state.    In  order  to  make  good     sole  one.    The  report  of  this  committee  being 

no,  he  states  what  nobody  denied,  but     laid  before  the  council,  Mr.  Stables,  one  of 

I  universally  known  in  fact.    Says  he,     the  board,  entered  the  following  minute  on  the 

I  never  entertained  any  such  intention     fifleenth  of  May  1785  :  "  I  have  perused  the 

"  that  if,  of  leizing  upon  other  people's    ae?eral  papers  upon  this  sutiject,  aiid  am  sony 
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to  observe,  that  the  committee  of  revenue  are  action  had  not  been  detected  ;  whereas,  oatb 

totally  silent  on  the  most  material  points  there-  contrary,  the  dewan  is  himself  the  princ^ 

ill,  and  srnding  the  petition  to  them  has  only  mover,  and  sole   instrument  in  that  fraud  nd 

been  so  much  time  thrown  away — I  mean,  on  robbery,  if  I  am    rightly   informed,*   to  the 

the  actual  vahie  <>f  the  lamJs  in  question  :  what  amount  of  42,474  rupees    in   perpetaitj,  fcy 

the  amount  derived  from  them  has  been  in  the  which  he  alone  was  to  benefit ;  and  bectiM, 

last  year,  and  what  advantages  or  disadvan-  he  has  even  dared  to  stand  forward  in  an  it* 

tages  to  aovemmeiit  by  the  sale  ;  and  whether,  tempt  to  obtain  our  sanction,  and  therebjmake 

in  their  opinion,  the  supposed  sale  was  com-  us  parties  to  (in  my  opinion)  a  false  deedand 

pulsive,  or  not.   But ,  it  is  not  necessary  C>r  the  fraudulent  transaction,  as  his  own  defence  no* 

di^icussion  of  the  question  respecting  the  regu-  shows  the  bill  of  sale  and  all  its  collateral  pi" 

larity  or  irregularity  of  the  pretended  sale  of  pers  to  be. 

Salbarry  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  the  dewan,  to  "  If  offences  of  this  dark  tendency  and  majf* 

enter  into  the   particular   assertions  of  each  nitude  were  not  to  be  punished  in  a  publie 

party.  manner,  the  high  example  here  set  the  nativei, 

"  The  representations  of  the  rajah *s  agent,  employed  under  the  government  by  their  find 

confirmed  by  the  petitions  of  his  principal,  posi-  native  officer,  would   very   soon   render  oar 

tively  assert  the  sale  to  have  been  compulsive  authority  contemptible,  and  operate  to  the  de* 

and  violent ;  and  the  duwan  as  positively  denies  struction  of  the  public  revenues. — I  wifl  not 

it,  though  the  fears  he  expresses,  '  that  their  dwell  further  on  the  contradictions  in  these 

anninon  enemies  would  set  oxide  the  act  before  papers  before  us  on  this  subject. 

it  was  complete^   show  clearly,  that  they  were  ''  But,  1  beg  leave  to  point  out,  how  ten* 

sensible  the  act  was  unjustifiable,  if  they  do  cious  the  government  have  been  of  ensuring 

not  tend  to  falsify  his  denial.  implicit  obedience  tc*  their  rules  on  this  sdn 

'^  But,  it  is  clearly  established  and  admitted  ject  in  particular,  and  in  prohibiting  coD<iiict 

by  the  language  and  wri'ingsof  both  parties,  like  that  here  exhibited  against   their  public 

that  there  has  been  a  most  unwarrantable  col-  officer,  and  how   sacredly  they  have  viewed 

lusion  in  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  rights  the   public  institutes   on  this    subject  which 

of  government,  contrary  to  the  most  positive  have  been  violated  and  trampled  on ;  and  it 

original  laws  of  the  constitution  of  these  pro-  will  suffice  to  show  their  public  orders  oo  a 

vinces,  <  thai  no  zemindar,  and  other  landholder^  similar  instance,  which  happened  some  time 

paying  revenue  to  government,  shall  he  permit-  ago,  and  which  the  dewan,  from  his  official 

ted  to  alienate  his  lands  uAthaui  the  express  situation,  must  have  been  a  party  in  detect- 

auiharlty  of  that  government.^  ing. 

*'  The  defence  set  up  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  **T  desire   the  hoard's  letter  to  the   com- 

does  not  go  to  disavow  the  transaction  ;  for,  if  miitee  on  this  subject,  dated  the  Slst  May 

it  did,  the  deed  of  sale,  &c.  produced  by  him-  1782,  may  be  read,  and  a  copy  be  annexed  to 

self,  and  the  petition  to  the  board  for  its  confir-  this  minute. 

roation,  would  detect  him ;  on  the  contrary,  he  *'  I,  therefore,  move  the  board,  that  Gunga 
openly  admits  its  existence,  and  only  strives  Govin  Sing  may  be  forthwith  required  to  sur- 
to  show,  that  it  was  a  voluntary  one  on  the  render  the  original  deeds  produced  by  him,  as 
part  of  the  ranny  and  the  servants  of  the  rajah,  a  title  to  the  grant  of  Salbarry,  in  order  that 
Whether  voluntary  or  not,  was  equally  crimi-  they  may  be  returned  to  the  rajah's  agents, 
nal  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  the  public  officer  to  be  made  null  and  void, 
of  government,  because  diametrically  opposite  "  I  further  move  the  board,  that  the  dewan 
to  the  positive  and  repeated  standing  orders  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  together  with  his  naib 
that  government, for  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  as  Prawn  Kishin  Sing,  his  son,  and  all  his  de- 
dewan,  and  native  guardian  of  the  public  rights  pendants,  be  removed  from  their  offices,  and 
intrusted  especially  to  his  care ;  because  it  was  that  the  roy  royan,  rajah  Rajebullub,  whose 
his  duty,  not  only  not  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  Gunga  Govin  Sing  virtually  is  to  pe^ 
those  rules  himself,  but,  as  dewan,  and  exercis-  form,  be  reinstated  in  the  exercise  of  the  du- 
ing  the  efficient  office  of  canongoe,  to  prevent,  ties  of  his  department ,  and  that  Gunga  Govin 
detect,  expose,  and  apprize  his  employers  of  Sing  be  ordered  to  deliver  up  all  official  pa- 
every  instance  attempted  to  the  contrary ;  be- 
cause it  was  his  duty  to  prevent  the  govern-  *  Vakeel  states  Mofussil  Jumma,  of  Salbarry, 

ment  being  defrauded   and  Ae  rajah,  a  child  ■■<"■•""  f^'JJa^  i„„ey        .     -.       ^ 

of  nme  years  old,  robbed  of  his  hereditary  pes-  uiwncjr                         '*^'*' 

sessions,  as  he  would  have  been,  if  this  trans-  Per  annom,  loss        •                43,474 
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pars  of  the  sircar  to  the  oommittee  of  revenue  imprisoned  him ;  and,  instead  of  putting  ono 

and   the  roy  royan,  and  that  they  be  ordered  of  the  best  and  roost  reputable  of  the  natives 

accordingly  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  finally  to  govern  it,  he  takes  out  of  prison  this  excom- 

•ettle  all  accounts." — This  motion  was  over-  municated  wretch,  hated  by  God  and  man,— 

luled,  and  no  final  proceeding  appears.  this  bankrupt,  this  man  of  evil  and  desperate 

IVIy  lords,  you  have  heard  the  proceedings  character,  this  niismanager  of  the  public  re- 

of  the  court,  before  which  Gunga  Grovin  Sing  venue  in  an  inferiour  station ;  and,  as  he  had 

thought  proper  to  appeal,  in  consequence  of  given  Bengal  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  he  gave 

the  power  and  protection  of  Mr.  Hastings  be-  this  province  to  rajahs  Kelleram,  and  Cullian 

ing  understood  to  exist  after  he  left  India,  and  Sing. 

jHithenticated  by  his  last  parting  deed.    Your         It  was  done  upon  this  principle,  that  they 
lordships  will  judge  by  that  last  act  of  Mr.  would  increase,  and  very  much  belter,  the  re- 
Hastings,  what  the  rest  of  his  whole  life  was.  venue.     These  men  seemed  to  be  as  strange 
—My  lords,  I  do  not  mean  now  to  go  further,  instruments  for  improving  a  revenue  as  ever 
than  just  to  remind  your  lordships  of  this,  were  chosen,  I  suppose,  since  the  world  began. 
that    Mr.    Hastings's   government    was   one  Perhaps  their    merit  was  giving  a  bribe  of 
,    whole  system  of  oppression,  of  robbery  of  in-  •^.40,000  to  Mr.  Hastings.    How  he  disposed 
dividuals,  of  destruction  of  the  public,  and  of  of  it,  I  don't  know.  He  says,  I  disposed  of  it  to 
lupersession  of  the  whole  system  of  the  Eng-  the  public,  and  it  was  in  a  case  of  emergency. 
^    lish  government,  in  order  to  vest  in  the  worst  You  will  see  in  the  course  of  this  business  the 
of  the  natives  all  the  powers,  that  could  pos-  falsehood  of  that  pretence;  for  you  will  see, 
^ .  tibly  exist  in  any  government ;  in  order  to  though  the  obligation  is  given  for  it  as  a  round 
^     defeat  the  ends,  which  all  governments  ought  sum  of  money,  that  the  payment  was  not  ao- 
ki  common  to  have  in  view.    Thus, my  lords,  complished  till  a  year  after;  that  therefore  it 
I  show  you,  at  one  point  of  view,  what  you  could  not  answer  any  immediate  exigence  of 
,     are  to  expect  from  him  in  all  the  rest.    I  have,  the  company.    Did  it  answer  in  an  increase  of 
I  think,  made  out  as  clear  as  can  be  to  your  the  revenue  ? — The  very  reverse.    Those  per- 
brdships,  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  go,  sons,  who  had  given  tliis  bribe  of  £.40,000  at 
that  his  bribery  and  peculation  was  not  occa-  the  end  of  that  year  were  found  ^.80,000  in 
sional,  but  habitual ;  that  it  was  not  urged  debt  to  the  company.    The  company  always 
upon  him  at  the  moment,  but  was  regular  and  loses,  when  Mr.  Hastings  takes  a  bribe ;  and, 
systematic.  I  have  shown  to  your  lordships  the  when  he  proposes  an  increase  of  the  revenue, 
operation  of  such  a  system  on  the  revenues.  the  company  loses  often  double.    But  I  hope, 
My  lords,  Mr.  Hastings  pleads  one  constant  and  trust,  your  lordships  will  consider  this  idea 
merit  to  justify  those  acts  ;  namely,  that  they  of  a  monstrous  rise  of  rent,  given  by  men  of 
produce  an  increase  of  the  public  revenue  ;  desperate  fortunes  and  characters,  to  be  one 
and  accordingly  he  never  sells  to  any  of  those  of  the  grievances  instead  of  one  of  the  advan> 
wicked  agents  any  trusts  whatever  in  the  couh-  tages  of  this  system. 

try,  that  you  do  not  hear,  tliat  it  will  consi-         It  has  been  necessary  to  lay  these  facts  be- 

derably  tend  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue.—  fore  you  (and  I  have  stated  them  to  your  lord- 

Your  lordshi|)s  will  see,  when  he  sold  to  wicked  ships  far  short  of  their  reality,  partly  through 

men  the  province  of  Bahar  in  the  same  way,  my  infirmity,  and  partly  on  account  of  the 

in  which  Debi  Sing  had  this  province  of  Di-  odiousness  of  the  ta^  of  going  through  things, 

nagepore,  that  consequences  of  a  horrid  and  that  disgrace  human  nature)  that  you  may  be 

atrocious  nature  (though  not  to  so  great  an  enabled  fully  to  enter  into  the  dreadful  conse- 

extent)  followed  from  it.    I  will  just  beg  leave  quences,  which  attend  a  system  of  bribery  and 

to  state  to  your  lordships,  that  the  kingdom  of  corruption  in  a  govemour-general.    On  a  tran- 

Bahar  is  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Bengal ;  sient  view,  bribery  is  rather  a  subject  of  dis- 

that  this  kingdom  was  governed  by  another  gust  than  horrour;  the   sordid  practice  of  a 

provincial  council ;    that  he  turned  out    that  venal,  mean  and  abject  mind;  and  the  effect  of 

provincial  council,  and  sold  that  government  to  the  crime  seems  to  end  with  the  act.    It  looks 

two  wicked  men, — one  of  no  fortune  at  all,  to  be  no  more  than  the  corrupt  transfer  of  pro- 

and  the  other  of  a  very  suspicious  fortune ;  perty  from  one  person  to  another ;  at  worst  a 

one  a  total  bankrupt,  the  other  justly  excom-  theft.    But  it  will  appear  in  a  very  different 

municated  for  his  wickedness  in  his  country,  light,  when  you  regard  the  consideraticm,  for 

and  then  in  prison  for  misdemeanours  in  a  sub-  which  the  bribe  is  given ;  namely,  that  a  go- 

ovdinate  situation  of  government.  vemour-general,  claiming  an  arbitary  power  in 

Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  the  council,  that  himself,  for  that  coosideratiim  delivers  up  tb* . 
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properties,  the  liberties,  and  the  lives  of  an  and  these  violeBt  sales,  fraudulent  parehasei, 

whole  people  to  the  arbitrary  discretion  of  any  confiscations,  inhoman    and   unutterable  ttx^ 

wicked  and  rapacious  person,  who  will  be  sure  turei^ imprisonment,  irons,  whips,  fines, goienl 

to  make  good  from  their  blood  the  purchase  he  despair,  general  insurreclion,  the  massacre  of 

has  paid  for  his  power  over  them.  It  is  possible,  the  officers  of  revenue  by  the  people,  the  mas- 

that  a  man  may  pay  a  bribe  merely  to  redeem  sacre  of  the  people  by  the  soldiery,  and  die  total 

himself  from  some  evil.    It  is  bad  however  to  waste  and  destruction  of  the  fin^  provinces  in 

live  under  a  power,  whose  violence  has  no  re-  India,  are  things  of  course ;  and  aH  a  neoes- 

straint  except  in  its  avarice.  But  no  man  ever  sary  consequence  involved  in  the  very  vfih 

paid  a  bribe  for  a  power  to  charge  and  tax  stance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribery. 

others,  but  with  a  view  to  oppress  them.    No  I,  therefore,  charge  Mr.  EEastings  widi  ha^ 

man  ever  paid  a  bribe  for  the  handling  of  the  ing  destroyed,  for  private  purposes,  the  wbole 

public  money,  but  to  peculate  from  it.    When  system  of  government  by  the   six  proviodal 

once  such  offices  become  thus  privately  and  cor^  councils,  which  he  had  no  ri^t  to  destroy, 

niptly  venal,  the  very  worst  men  will  be  chosen  I  charge  him   with   having    delegated  to 

(as  Mr.  Hastings  has  in  fact  constantly  chosen  others  that  power,  which  the  act  of  parUa* 

the  very  worst,)  because  none  but  those,  who  roent  had  directed  him  to  preserve  unaliena- 

do  not  scruple  the  use  of  any  means,  are  capa-  bly  in  himself. 

ble,  consistently  with  profit,  to  discharge  at  I  charge  him  with   having  formed  a  com- 

once  the  riged  demands  of  a  severe  public  re-  mittee  to  be  mere  instruments  and  took,  at  the 

venue,  and  the  private  bribes  of  a  rapacious  enormous  expense  of  £.62,000  per  annum, 

chief  magistrate.    Not  only  the  worst  men  will  I  charge  him  with  having  appointed  a  pei^ 

be  thus  chosen,  but  they  will  be  restrained  by  son  their  dewan,  to  whom  these  Englishmeo 

no  dread  whatsoever  in  the  execution  of  their  were  to  be  subservient  tools  ;  whose  name,  to 

worst  oppressions.    Their  protection  is  sure,  his  own  knowledge,  was  by  the  general  voice 

The  authority,  that  is  to  restrain,  to  controul,  of  India,  by  the  general  recorded  voice  of  the 

to  punish  them,  is  previously  engaged  ;  he  has  company,  by  recorded  official  transactions,  by 

his  retaining  fee  for  the  sup|K>rtof  their  crimes,  every  thing,  that  can  make  a  man  known,  al^ 

Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  because  he  could  horred,  and  detested,  stamped  with  in&my ; 

not,  arrest  oppression  in  its  course,  without  and  with  giving  him  the  whole  power,  which 

drying  up  the  source  of  his  own  corrupt  emo-  he  had  thus  separated  from  the  council-geDe- 

lument.    Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  afler  the  ral,  and  from  the  provincial  councils, 

fiict,  to  punish  extortion  in  others,  because  he  I  charge  him  with  taking  bribes  of  Gunga 

could  not,  without  risking  the  discovery  of  Govin  Sing. 

bribery  in  himself.    The  same  corruption,  the  I  charge  him  with  not  having  done  that 

same  oppression,  and  the  same  impunity,  will  bribe-service,  which  fideli^  even  in  iniquity 

reign  through  all  the  subordinate  gradations.  requires  at  the  hands  of  the  worst  of  men. 

A  fair  revenue  may  be  collected  without  the  I  charge  him  with  having  robbed  those  peo* 

aid  of  wicked,  violent,  and  unjust  instruments,  pie  of  whom  he  took  the  bribes. 

But,  when  once  the  line  of  just  and  legal  de-  I  charge  him  with  having  fraudulently  alien- 

mand  is  transgressed,  such  instruments  are  of  ated  the  fortunes  of  widows, 

absolute  necessity;  and  they  comport  them-  I  charge  him  with  having,  without  right,  titl^ 

selves  accordingly.   When  we  know,  that  men  or  purchase,  taken  the  lands  of  orphans,  and 

must  be  well  paid  (and  they  ought  to  be  well  given  them  to  wicked  persons  under  him. 

paid)  for  the  performance  of  honourable  duty,  I  charge  him  with  having  removed  the  na- 

can  we  think,  that  men  will  be  found  to  conn  tural  guardians  of  a  minor  rajah,  and  with  bav- 

mit  wicked,   rapacious,  and  oppressive  acts  ing  given  that  trust  to  a  stranger,  Debi  Sing, 

with  fidelity  and  disinterestedness,  for  the  sole  whose  wickedness  was  known  to  himself  and 

emolument   of  dishonest  employers  ?    No;  allthe  world ;  and  by  whom  the  rajah,  his  &mily, 

they  must  have  their  full  share  of  the  prey,  and  dependants  were  cruelly  oppressed, 

and  the  greater  share  as  they  are  the  nearer  I  charge  him  with  having  committed  to  the 

and  more  necessary  instruments  of  the  gene-  management  of  Debi  Sing  three  great  pro- 

ral  extortion.    We  must  not  therefore  flatter  vinces ;  and  thereby,  with  having  wasted  the 

ourselves,  when  Mr.  Hastings  takes  £.40,000  country,  ruined    the  landed   interest,  cruelly 

in  bribes  for  Dinagepore  and  its  annexed  pro-  harassed  the  peasants,   burnt  their   houses, 

vinces,  that  from  the  people  nothing  more  than  seized  their  crops,  tortured  and  degraded  their 

£.40,000  is  extorted.  I  speak  within  compass,  persons,  and  destroyed  the  honour  of  the  whole 

fo^  times  for^  must  be  levied  on  the  people ;  female  race  of  that  ooontrr. 
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In  the  name  of  the  ComnoiM  of  England,  I  settbg  sun :  we  have  those,  who  by  various 

diarge  all  this  villany  upon  Warren  Hastings,  civil  merits  and  various  civil  talents  have  been 

w  this  last  moment  of  my  application  to  you.  exalted  to  a  situation,  which  they  well  deserve, 

My  lords,  what  is  it,  that  we  want  here  to  and  in  which  they  will  justify  the  favour  of  their 

a  great  act  of  national  justice  ?   Do  we  want  sovereign,  and  the  good  opinion  of  their  fellow 

a  cause,  my  lords  ?   You  have  the  cause  of  subjects ;  and  make  them  rejoice  to  see  those 


princes,  of  undone  women  of  the  virtuous  characters,  that  were  the  other  day 

first  rank,  of  desolated  provinces,  and  of  was-  upon  a  level  with  them,  now  exalted  above 

tod  kingdoms.  them  in  rank,  but  feeling  with  them  in  sym- 

Do  you  want  a  criminal,  my  lords  ?  When  pathy  what  they  felt  in  common  with  them 


thore  so  much  iniquity  ever  laid  to  the  before.     We  have  persons  exalted  from  the 

tkuLrgb  of  any  one? — ^No,  my  lords,  you  must  practice  of  the  law,  from  the  place,  in  which^ 

not  look  to  punish  any  other  such  delinquent  they  administered  high,  though  subordinate, 

from  India. — ^Warren  Hastings  has  not  left  justice,  to  a  scat  here,  to  enlighten  with  their 

■udMtance   enough  in  India  to  nourish  such  knowledge,  and  to  strengthen  with  their  votes 

another  delinquent  those  principles,  which  have  distinguished  the 

My  lords,  is  it  a  prosecutor  you  want?—  courts,  in  which  they  have  pre^ded. 
You  have  before  you  the  Commons  of  Great  My  lords,  you  have  here  also  the  lights  of 
Britain  as  prosecutors  ;  and,  I  believe,  my  our  religion ;  you  have  the  bishops  of  Eng- 
kirds,  that  the  sun,  in  his  beneficent  progress  land.    My  lords,  you  have  that  true  image  of 
rouod  the  workl,  does  not  behold  a  more  glo-  the  primitive  church  in  its  antient  form,  in  its 
rious  sight  than  that  of  men,  separated  from  antient  ordinances,  purified  fiom  the  supersti- 
a  remote  people  by  the  material  bounds  and  tions  and  the  vices  which  a  long  succession 
barriers  of  nature,  united  by  the  bond  of  a  of  ages  will  bring  upon  the  best  institutions. 
social  and  moral  community ;— all  the  Com-  You  have  the  representatives  of  that  religion, 
mons  of  England  resenting,  as  their  own,  the  which  says,  that  their  Grod  is  love,  that  the 
indignities  and  cruelties,  that  are  ofiered  to  all  very  vital  spirit  of  their  institution  is  chari^ ; 
tfie  people  of  India.  a  religion,  which  so  much  hates  oppression, 
"Do  we  want  a  tribunal  ?    My  lords,  no  ex-  that,  when  the  God,  whom  we  adore,  appear- 
ample  <^  antiquity,  nothing  in  the   modern  ed  in  human  form,  he  did  not  appear  in  a  form 
world,  nothing  in  the  range  of  human  imagina-  of  greatness  and   majesty,  but  in  sympathy 
tion,  can  supply  us  with  a  tribunal  like  this,  with  the  lowest  of  the  people, — and  thereby 
My  lords,  here  we  see  virtually  in  the  mind's  made  it  a  firm  and  ruling  principle,  that  their 
eye  that  sacred  majesty  of  the  crown,  under  welfare  was  the  object  of  all  government ; 
whose  authority  you  sit,  and  whose  power  you  since  the  person,  who  was  the  Master  of  Na- 
exercise.  We  see  in  that  invisible  authority,  ture,  chose  to  appear  himself  in  a  subordinate 
what  we  all  feel  in  reality  and  life,  the  bene-  situation.  These  are  the  considerations,  which 
ficent    powers   and  protecting  justice  of  his  influence  them,  which  animate  them,  and  will 
majesty.     We  have  here  the  heir  apparent  animate  them,  against  all  oppression  ;  know- 
to  the  crown,  such  as  the  fond  wishes  of  the  ing,  that  He,  who  is  called  first  among  them, 
people  of  England  wish  an  heir  apparent  of  and  first  among  us  all,  both  of  the  flock,  that 
the  crown  to  be.     We   have  here  all  the  is  fed,  and  of  those,  who  feed  it,  made  Him- 
branches  of  the  royal  family  in  a  situation  self  "  the  servant  of  all." 
between  majesty  and  subjection,  between  the  My  lords,  these  are  the  securities,  which 
sovereign  and  the  subject,— offering  a  pledge  we  have  in  all  the  constituent  parts  of  the  body 
in  that  situation  for  the  support  of  the  rights  of  of  this  house.    We  know  them,  we  reckon,  we 
the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  both  rest  upon  them,  and  commit  safely  the  inte- 
which  extremities  they  touch.    My  lords,  we  rests  of  India  and  of  humanity  into  your  hands. 
have  a  great  hereditary  peerage  here ;  those.  Therefore,  it  is  with  confidence,  that,  ordered 
who  have  their  own  honour,  (Jie  honour  of  their  by  the  Commons, 

ancestors,  and  of  their  posterity ,  to  guard  ;  and  I  impeach  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of 
who  will  justify,  as  they  have  always  justified,  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 
that  provision  in  the  constitution,  by  which  I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
justice  is  made  an  hereditary  oflfice.    My  lords,  nv>ns  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled, 
we  have  here  a  new  nobility,  who  have  risen,  whose  parliamentary  trust  he  has  betrayed, 
and  exalted  themselves  by  various  merits,  by  I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  all  the  Corn- 
great  military  services,  which  have  extended  mons  of  Great  Britain,  whose  national  chsr* 
the  fame  of  this  country  from  the  rising  to  the  racter  he  has  dishonoured. 
Vol.  hi.— 26 
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I  iropeftch  biro  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  with  the  otmost  solemnity  in  anodier  plmf 
India,  whose  laws,  rights,  and  liberties  he  has  great  national  thanksgiring  for  baring  restoMi 
subvened  ;  whose  properties  he  has  destroyed,  the  sovereign  to  his  parliament,  and  tlwp» 
whose  country  he  has  laid  waste  and  desoiats.     iiament  to  its  sovereign. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name,  and  by  virtue,  But,  my  lords,  it  is  not  only  in  the  ham  4 
of  those  eternal  laws  of  justice,  which  he  has  prayer,  that  we  offer  to  the  First  Cause  tfa«» 
violated.  ceptable  homage  of  our  rational  nalore-Hif 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  hnman  nature  lords,  in  this  houss,  at  this  bar,  in  this  place,  ii 
itself,  which  he  has  cruelly  outraged,  injured,  every  place  where  His  commands  are  (iksfti, 
and  oppressed  in  both  sexes,  in  every  age,  His  worehip  is  peribmied.  And,  mylordi,! 
rank,  situation,  and  condition  of  life.  must  boldly  say,  (and  I  think  I  shall  haidlybf 

contradicted  by  your  lordships,  or  by  any  peh 
*+*  After  Mr.  Burke  had  concluded  these  aona  versed  in  the  law,  which  guides  as  al,) 
opening  speeches,  the  first  article  of  the  im-  that  the  highest  act  of  religion,  and  the  highol 
peachment  was  brought  forward  on  the  22d  of  homage,  which  we  can  aixl  ought  to  pay,  isH 
February  1788,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  supported  imitation  of  the  divine  perfections  as  &r  as 
by  Mr.  Grey  on  the  25th.  AHer  the  evidence  such  a  nature  can  imitate  such  periectioDi; 
upon  this  article  had  been  adduced,  it  was  and  that  by  this  means  alone  we  can  make  otf 
summed  up  and  enforced  by  Mr.  Anstruther  homage  acceptable  to  him. 
on  the  11th  day  of  April  following.  My  lords,  in  His  temple  we  shall  ve^dn' 

The  next  article  with  which  the  commons  g«t,  that  His  most  distinguished  attribole  it 
proceeded,  was  brought  forward  on  the  15th  of  jtistice,  and  that  the  first  link  in  the  chaia,  bv 
April  1788,  by  Mr.  Adam,  and  supported  by  which  we  are  hekl  to  the  Supreme  Judge  dF 
Mr.  Pelham  ;  and  the  evidence,  in  part  upon  all,  is  justice ;  and  that  it  is  in  this  solena 
the  second  article  of  charge,  was  summed  up  temple  of  representative  justice  we  may  best 
and  enforced  on  the  Sd  of  June,  by  Mr.  She-  give  him  praise,  because  we  can  here  bal 
ridan.  imitate  his  divine  attributes.     If  ever  then 

On  the  2Ist  of  April  1789,  Mr.  Burke  open-  was  a  cause,  in  which  justice  and  mercy  are 
ed  the  sixth  charge,  bribery  and  corruption,  in  not  only  combined  and  reconciled,  but  iaeot- 
the  following  speech,  which  was  continued  on  porated,it  is  in  this  cause  of  st:^ring  natioos, 
the  21st  of  April,  and  on  the  5th  and  7th  May,  which  we  now  bring  before  your  lord^ipe^  this 
in  the  same  session.  second  session  of  parliament,  unwearied  and 

unfatigued  in  our  persevering  pursuit;  aad  we 
TR  I A  L. — T  U  E  S  D  A  T,  feel  it  to  be  a  necessary  preliminary,  a  neces- 

21st  April  1789.  *^  ^^^*  ^  necessary  attendant  and  concomi- 

tant of  every  public   thanksgivmg,  that  we 
(Mr.  Burxe.)  should  express  our  gratitude  by  our  virtiw, 

and  not  merely  with  our  mouths  ;  aad  that, 
My  Lords, — ^An  event,  which  had  spread,  when  we  are  giving  thanks  for  acts  of  mercy, 
for  a  considerable  time,  an  universal  grief  and  we  should  render  ourselves  worthy  of  then 
consternation  through  this  kingdom,  and  which,  by  doing  acts  of  mercy  ourselves.  My  kxrds, 
in  its  issue,  diffused  as  universal  and  tran-  these  considerations,  independent  of  those, 
scendent  a  joy,  has  in  the  circumstances  both  which  were  our  first  movers  in  this  bosioeair 
of  our  depression  and  of  our  exaltation  pro-  strongly  urge  us  at  present  to  pursue  with  ail 
duced  a  considerable  delay,  if  not  a  total  sus-  zeal  and  perseverance  the  great  cause,  we  have 
pension  of  the  most  important  functions  of  go-  now  in  hand.  And  we  feel  this  to  be  the  mora 
vemment.  necessary,  because  we  cannot  bitt  be  seoaible^ 

My  lords,  we  now  resume  our  ofilice  ;  and  that  light,  unstable,  variable,  c^>riciou8,  oh 
we  resume  it  with  new  and  redoubled  alacrity,  constant,  fastidious  minds  soon  tire  ia  aoy 
and,  we  trust,  under  not  less  propitious  omens  pursuit,  that  requires  strength,  steadinea,  and 
than  when  we  left  it,  in  this  house,  at  the  end  perseverance.  Such  persons,  who  we  trust  are 
of  the  preceding  session.  We  come  to  this  but  few,  and  who  certainly  do  not  resemble 
duty  with  a  greater  degree  of  earnestness  and  your  lordships,  nor  us,  begin  alreauly  to  say, 
zeal,  because  we  are  urged  to  it  by  many  and  How  long  is  this  business  to  continue  ?  Ov 
very  peculiar  circumstances.  This  day  we  answer  is, — It  is  to  continue  till  its  ends  are 
come  from  an  house,  where  the  last  steps  were     obtained. 

taken,  and,  I  suppose,  something  has  happened         We  know,  that  by  a  mysterious  dispenat- 
similar  in  this,  to  prepare  our  way  to  attend     tion  of  Providence  injury  is  quick  and  rapid; 
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id  jcwtke  skm :  and  we  may  say,  that  those,  £50,000  hath  been  laid  out  by  Mr.  Hastings 

iio  have  not  patience  and  rigour  of  mind  to  in  this  business.    We,  who  have  some  expe- 

teiid  the  tardy  pace  of  justice,  counteract  the  rience  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  of  this  nature, 

der  c^  Providence,  and  are  resolved  not  to  be  we,  who  profess  to  proceed  with  regard  not  to 

St  at  all.    We,  therefore,  instead  of  bending  the  ceconomy  so  much  as  to  the  rigour  of  this 

e  order  of  nature  to  the  laxity  of  our  charac-  prosecution,  (and  we  are  justified  by  our  coun- 

rs  and  tempers,  must  rather  confirm  ourselves  try  in  so  doing)  upon  a  collation  and  compari- 

f  a  manly  fortitude  and  virtuous  perseverance  son  of  the  public  expenses  with  those,  which 

» continue  within  th6se  forms,  and  to  wrestle  the  defendant  is  supposed  to  have  incurred, 

nHStk  injustice,  until  we  have  shown,  that  those  are  much  surprised  to  hear  it ;  we  suppose, 

rtues,  which  sometimes  wickedness  debauches  that  his  solicitors  can  give  a  good  account  to 

rto  its  cause,  such  as  vigour,  energy,  activity,  him  of  those  expenses,  that  the  thing  is  true, 

rtitude  of  spirit,  are  called  back  and  brought,  and  that  he  has  actually,  through  them,  incur- 

» their  true  and  natural  service ;  and  that  in  red  this  expense.     We  have  nothing  to  do 

le  punmit  of  wickedness,  in  the  following  it  with  this :  but  we  shall  remove  any  degree  of 

nough  all  the  winding  recesses  and  mazes  of  uneasiness  from  your  lordships'  minds,  and 

8  artifices,  we  shall  ^ow  as  much  vigour,  as  from  our  own,  when  we  show  you   in  the 

mch  constancy,  as  much  diligence,  energy,  charge,  which  we  shall  bring  before  you  this 

od  perseverance,  as  any  others  can  do  in  en-  day,  that  one  bribe  only  received  by  Mr.  Has- 

MiTOuring  to  elude  the  laws,  and  triumph  over  tings,  the  smallest  of  his  bribes,  or  nearly  the 

le  justice  of  their  country.    My  lords,  we  smallest,  the  bribe  received  from  rajah  Nob- 

avo  thought  it  the  more  necessary  to  say  this,  kisson,  is  alone  more  than  equal  to  have  paid 

acanse  it  has  been  given  out,  that  we  might  all  the  charges  Mr.  Hastings  is  stated  to  have 

dat  in  this  business  :  No,  we  follow,  and  incurred  :  and,  if  this  be  the  case,  your  lord- 

UBt  we  shall  always  follow  that  great  emblem  ships  will  not  be  made  very  uneasy  in  a  case 

r antiquity,  in  which  the  person,  who  held  out  of  bribery  by  finding,  that  you  press  upon  the 

»  the  end  of  a  long  line  of  labours,  found  the  sources  of  peculation. 

sward  of  all  the  eleven  in  the  twelfth.    Our  It  has  also  been  said,  that  we  weary  out  the 

ibour,  therefore,  will  be  our  reward ;  and  we  public  patience  in  this  cause.    The  House  of 

fin  go  on,  we  will  pursue  with  vigour  and  Commons  do  not  call  upon  your  lordships  to  do 

illgence,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  Com-  any  thing,  of  which  tliey  do  not  set  the  exam- 

MMM  of  Great  Britain,  every  mode  of  corrup-  pie.    They  have  very  lately  sat  in  the  Gol- 

ion,  till  we  have  thoroughly  eradicated  it.  cheater  committee  as  many,  within  one  or  two, 

I  ^ink  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  too  upon  days  successively,  as  have  been  spent  in  this 

oother  circumstance,  of  which  there  is  some  trial  interruptedly  in  the  course  of  two  years, 

omplaint,  as  if  some  injustice  had  arisen  from  Every  cause  deserves,  that  it  should  be  tried 

oluntary  delay  on  our  part.  according  to  its  nature  and  circumstances ;  and 

I  have  already  alluded  to,  first,  the  melan-  in  the  case  uf  the  Colchester  committee,  in 
holy,  then,  the  joyful  occasion  of  this  delay  ;  the  trial  of  paltry  briberies  of  odd  pounds,  shil- 
nd  I  shall  now  make  one  remark  on  another  lings,  and  pence,  in  the  corruption  of  a  return- 
art  of  the  complaint,  which  I  understand  was  ing  officer,  who  is  but  a  miller,  they  spent 
irmally  made  to  your  lordships,  soon  after  we  nearly  the  same  number  of  days,  that  we  have 
ad  announced  our  resolution  to  proceed  in  been  inquiring  into  the  ruin  of  kingdoms  by  the 
(lis  great  cause  of  suffering  nations  before  peculation  and  bribery  of  the  chief  govemour 
oa.  It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  length  of  of  the  provinces  of  Ben^l,Bahar,  and  Orissa. 
be  pursuit  had  already  very  much  distressed  Therefore,  God  forbid,  that  we  should  faint  at 
be  person,  who  is  the  object  of  it;  that  it  thrice  thirty  days,  if  the  proceedings  should  be 
sencd  upon  a  fortune  unequal  to  support  it ;  drawn  into  such  a  length,  when  for  a  small 
nd  that  £.30,000  had  been  already  spent  in  crime  as  much  time  has  been  spent,  as  has 
be  preliminary  preparations  for  the  defence.  yet  been  spent  in  this  great  cause. 

IVIy  lords,  I  do  admit,  that  ail  true  genuine  Having  now  cleared  the  way  with  regard  to 

nd  unadulterated  justice  considers,  with  acer-  the  local  and  temporary  circumstances  of  this 

lio  degree  of  tenderness,  the  person,  whom  it  case;  having  shown  your  lordships,  that  too 

I  called  to  punish,  and  never  oppresses  those  much  time  has  not  been  spent  i'n  it ;  having 

y.tbe  process,  who  ought  not  to  be  oppressed  no  reason  to  think  from  the  time,  which  has 

at  by  the  sentence  of  the  court,  before  which  hitherto  been  spent,  that  time  will  be  unneces- 

fiey  are  brought.    The  Commons  have  heard,  sarily  spent  in  future,  I  trust  your  lordshipa 

tideed,  with  some  degree  of  astonishment,  that  will  think,  that  time  ought  neither  to  be  spared 
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nor  ■quMdered  in  thia  business ;  we  will  there-  dearly,  that  after  Mr.  Hastinga  has  raiMcM 
fore  proceed  article  by  article,  as  far  as  the  Bengal  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  hasoed 
discretion  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  all  the  power,  which  he  derires  from  hivag 
think  fit  for  the  justice  of  the  case  to  limit  every  friend  and  every  dependant  of  his  in  ewy 
the  inquiry,  or  to  extend  it.  office  from  one  end  of  that  government  to  lfc» 
We  are  now  going  to  bring  before  your  other,  he   has  not  in   all  those   panegTrio, 
lordships  the  sixth  article.    It  is  an  article  of  those  fine  high-flown  eastern  encominas,  fot 
charge  of  bribery  and  corruption  against  Mr.  one  word  of  refutation,  or  one  word  of  en- 
Hastings  ;  but  yet  we  must  confess,  Jiat  we  feel  dence  against  any  charge  whatever,  which  vi 
some  liule  difficulty  in  limine.    We  here  ap-  produce  against  him.     Every  one  knows,  dat 
pear  in  the  name  and  character  not  only  of  in  the  course  of  criminal  trials,  when  no  efi* 
representatives  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri-  dence  of  aHbi  can  be  brooght,  when  aU  the  uti 
tain,  but  representatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  of  the  Old  Bailey  are  exhausted,  the  lart  thiag 
Bengal :  and  yet  we  have  had  lately  come  into  produced  is  evidence  to  character.    His  cause 
our  hands  such  ample  certificates,  such  full  tes-  therrfore  is  gone,  when  having  ransadced  Ben- 
timonials,  from  every  person,  in  whose  cause  gal  he  has  nothing  to  say  for  his  conduct,  ivi 
we  complain,  that  we  shall  appear  to  be  in  the  at  length  appeals  to  his  cjuuacter.    In  those 
strangest  situation  in  the  world, — the  situation  little  papers,  which  are  given  us  of  our  {stk 
of  persons  complaining,  who  are  disavowed  by  ceedings  in  our  criminal  courts,  it  is  always 
the  persons,  in  whose  name  and  character  they  an  omen  of  what  is  to  follow :  after  die  evi* 
complain.    This  would  have  been  a  very  great  dence  <^  a  murder,  a  forgery,  or  robbery,  it 
difficulty  in  the  beginning,  especially  as  it  ia  ends  in  his  diaracter. — He  has  an  admirabie 
come  before  us  in  a  flood- tide  of  panegyric,  character — ^I  have  known  him  from  a  boy;  he 
No  encomium  can  be  more  exalted,  or  mora  ia  wonderfiilly  good ;  he  is  the  best  of  men;  I 
beautifully  expressed.    No  language  can  more  would  trust  him  with  untold  gold ;  and  imsw- 
strongly  paint  the  perfect  satisfaction,  the  en-  dtately  follows,  guihy,  death.    This  is  the  way 
tire  acquiescence  of  all  the  nations  ot  Bengal,  in  which  our  courts'  character  is  generally  (bl- 
and their  wonderful  admiration  of  the  charac-  lowed  by  sentence.     The  prat^ice  is  not  mO' 
ter  of  the  peraon,  whom  we  have  brought  as  dem.    Undoubtely  Mr.  Hastings  has  the  ex* 
a  crimmal  to  your  bar  upon  their  part.    I  do     ample  ofcriminals  of  high  antiquity ;  fiir  Caiof 
admit,  that  it  is  a  very  awkward  circumstance ;     Yerres,  Antonius,  and  every  other  man,  who 
but  yet,  at  the  same  time,  the  same  candour,     has  been  famous  fcnr  the  pillage  and  destrao- 
which  has  induced  the  House  of  Commons  to     tion  of  provinces,  never  failed  to  bring  before 
bring  before  you  the  bosom  friends  and  con-     their  judges  the  attestations  of  the  injured  to 
fidants  of  Mr.  Hastings  as  their  evidence,  will     their  character.  Voltaire  says,  ^*  Les  bons  mots 
not  suflTer  them  to  suppress  or  withhold  for  a     sont  toujours  redits."   A  similar  occasion  has 
moment  from  your   lordships  this  universal     here  produced  a  similar  conduct.    He  has  got 
voice  of  Bengal,  as  an  attestation  in  Mr.  just  the  same  character,  as  Caius  Yerres  got 
Hastings's  favour,  and  we  shall  produce  it  as     in  another  cause ;  and  the  laudalunua,  which 
a  part  of  our  evidence.    Oh !  my  lords,  con-     your  lordships  know  always  followed,  to  sate 
aider  the  situation  of  a  people,  who  are  forced     trouble,  we  mean  ourselves  to  give  your  lord- 
to  mix  their  praises  with  their  groans,  who  are     ships ;  we  mean  to  give  them  with  this  strong 
forced  to  sign  with  hands,  which  have  been  in     presumption  of  guilt,  that,  in  all  this  pane- 
torture,  and  with  the  thumb-screws  but  just     gyric,  there  is  not  one  word  of  defence  to  a 
taken  from  them,  an  attestation  in  favour  of     single  article  of  charge ;  they  are  mere  lip-ho- 
the  person,  from  whom  all  their  sufferings     nours;  but  we  think  we  derive  from  those  pane- 
have  been  derived.    When  we  prove  to  you     gyrics,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  sent  orer 
the  things,  that  we  shall  prove,  this  will,  I     as  evidence  to  supply  the  total  want  of  it,  an 
hope,  give  your  lordships  a  full,  conclusive,     indication  of  the  impossibility  of  attaining  it 
and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  misery,  to  which     Mr.  Hastings  has  brought  them  here,  and  I 
these  people  have  been  reduced.  You  will  see     must  say  we  are  under  some  difficulty  aboat 
before  you,  what  is  so  well  expressed  by  one     them,  and  the  difficulty  is  this-— we  thnk  we 
of  our  poets  as  the  homage  of  tyrants,  "  that     can  produce  before  your  lordships  proo&  of  ba^ 
homage  with  the  mouth,  which  the  heart  woukl     barity  and  peculation  by  Mr.  Hastings  :  we 
fain  deny,  but  dares  not."     Mr.  Hastings  has     have  the  proofs  of  them  in  specific  prorinoes, 
received  that  homage,  and  that  homage  we  mean     where  those  proofs  may  be  noet  by  contrary 
to  present  to  your  lordships ;  we  mean  to  pre-     proofe,  or  may  lose  their  weight  from  a  variety 
aent  it,  because  it  will  show  your  lordships    of  circumstances.    We  thought  we  had  got 
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Ae  matter  sure,  that  every  thing  was  settled,  wrong,  arid  his  mind  is  free  of  covetoumeai, 

that  he  could  not  escape  us  after  he  bad  him-  or  avarice.    During  the  time  of  his  adroinis- 

self  confessed  the  bribes  he  had  taken  from  the  tration  no  one  saw  other  conduct  than  that  of 

■pecific  provinces.    But  in  what  condition  are  protection  to  the  husbandman,  and  justice.  No 

wo  now  ?   We  have  from  those  specific  pro-  inhabitant  ever  experienced  afflictions ;  no  one 

yiBces  the  strongest  attestations,  that  there  ever  felt  oppression  from  him ;  our  reputations 

ii  not  any  credit  to  be  paid  to  his  own  ac-  have  always  been  guarded  from  attacks  by  his 

knovdedgments.    In  short,  we  have  the  com-  prudence,  and  our  families  have  always  been 

plaints,  concerning  these  crimes  of  Mr.  Has-  protected  by  his  justice.    He  never  omitted 

tings,  of  the  injured  persons  themselves  :  we  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us, 

have  his  own  confessions:  we  shall  produce  buthealedthewoundsof  despair  with  the  salve 

both  to  your  lordships.    But  these  perscxis  of  consolation,  by  means  of  his  benevolent  and 

BOW  declare,  that  not  only  their  own   com-  kind  behaviour,  never  permitting  <me  of  us  to 

plaints  are  totally  unfounded,  but   that  Mr.  sink  in  the  pit  of  despondence ;  he  supported 

Hastings's  confessions  are  not  true,  and  not  to  every  one  by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs 

be  credited.  These  are  circumstances,  which  of  evil-minded  men  by  his  authority,  tied  the 

your  lordships  wiU  consider  in  the  view  you  hand  of  oppression  with  the  strong  bandage 

take  of  this  wonderful  body  of  attestation.  of  justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  see  in  these  ad-  pleasing  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over 

dresses  the  different  character  and  modes  of  us.  He  re-established  justice  and  impartiality. 

eloquence  of  different  countries.     In  those.  We  were,  during  his  government,  in  the  en- 

that  will  be  brought  before  your  lordships,  you  joyment  of  perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and 

will  see  the  beauty  of  chaste  European  pane-  many  of  us  are  thankful  and  satisfied.     As 

gyric  improved  by  degrees  into  high,  oriental,  Mr.  Hastings  was  well  acquainted  with  our 

ctm^erated,  and  inflated  metaphor.   You  will  manners  and  customs,  he  was  always  desir- 

aee,  how  the  language  is  first  written  in  Eng-  ous,  in  every  respect,  of  doing  whatever  would 

Hah,  then  translated  into  Persian,  and  then  preserve  our  religious  rites,  and  guard  them 

re-traaslated  into  English.     There  may  be  against  every  kind  of  accident  and  injury,  and 

■oniething  amusing  to  your  lordships  in  this,  at  all  times  protected  us.   Wliatever  we  "have 

and  the  beauty  of  these  styles  may,  in  this  eiqierienced  from  him,  aDid  whatever  happened 

heavy  investigation,  tend  to  give  a  little  gaie^  from  him,  vee  have  written  without  deceit  or 

and  pleasure.    We  shall  bring  before  you  the  exaggeration.'* 

Eluropean  and  Asiatic  incense.    You  will  My  lords,  here  is  a  panegyric;  and,  di- 

bave  the  perfume  shops  of  the  two  countries,  rectly  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of  other  ac- 

One  of  the  accusations,  which  we  mean  to  cusers,  we  begin  by  producing  the  panegyrics, 

bring  against  Mr.  Hastings,  is  upon  the  part  made  upon  the  person,  whom  we  accuse.    We 

of  the  zemindar  Radanaut,  of  the  country  of  shall  produce  along  with  the  charge,  and  give 

I>inagepore.  Now  hear  what  the  zemindar  says  as  evidence  the  panegjric  and  certificate  of 

himself^"  As  it  has  been  learned  by  me,  the  the  persons,  whom  we  suppose  to  have  suffered 

mutsuddies,  and  the  respectable  officers  of  my  these  wrongs.     We  suffer  ourselves  even  to 

semindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England  are  abandon,  what  might  be  our  last  resource,  his 

displeased  with  the  late  govemour,  Warren  own  confession,  by  showing,  that  one  of  the 

Hastings,  Esquire,  upon  the  suspicion,  that  he  princes,  from  whom  he   confesses,  thai  he 

oppressed  us,  took  money  from  us  by  deceit  took  bribes,  has  given  a  certificate  of  the  di- 

and  force,  and  ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  rect  contrary. 

upon   the  strength  of  our  religirai,  which  we  All  these  things  will  have  their  weight  upon 

think  it  incumbent  on  and  necessary  for  us  to  your  lordships'  minds ;  and  when  we  have  put 

abide  by,  following  the  rules  laid  down  in  giv-  ourselves  under  this  disadvantage  (what  dis- 

ing  evidence,  declare  the  particulars  of  the  acts  advantage  it  is,  your  lordships  will  judge,)  at 

wui  deeds  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  full  least  we  shall  stand  acquitted  of  un&imess  in 

of  circumspection  and  caution,  civility  and  charging  him  with  crimes,  directly  contrary 

justice,  superiour  to  the  conduct  of  the  most  to  the  panegyrics    in  this  paper  contained, 

learned ;  and  by  representing  what   is  fact.  Indeed,  I  will  say  this  for  him,  that  general 

wipe  away  the  doubts,  that  have  possessed  the  charge  and  loose  accusation  may  be  answered 

minds  of  the  ministers  of  England :  that  Mr.  by  loose  and  general  panegyric,  and  that,  if 

Hastings  is  possessed  of  fidelity  and  confi-  ours  were  of  that  nature,  this  panegyric  wouki 

dence,  and  yieUing  protection  to  us ;  that  he  be  sufficient  to  overset  our  accusation.    But 

is  dear  of  the  contamination  6[  mistrust  and  we  come  before  your  lordships  in  a  different 
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nMimer,  and  upon  difierent  frounds.    I  am  The  first,  then,  of  these  ofieoces,  with  whkh 

ordered  by  the  Comroons  of  Great  Britain  to  Mr.  Hastings  stands  charged  here,  is  receiring 

support  the  charge,  that  they  have  made,  and  bribes  himself,  or  through  his  banyans ;  vnxj 

persevere    in  making,  against  Warren  Has-  one  of  these  are  overt  acts  of  the  genenl 

tings.  Esquire,  late  govemour-general  of  Ben-  charge  of  bribery,  and  they  are  every  one  rf 

gai,  and  now  a  culprit  at  your  bar :  first,  for  them,  separately  taken,  sabstantive  crones, 

having  taken  ccHTuptly  several  bribes,  and  ex*  But  whatever  the  criminal  nature  (^  these  acts 

torted  by  force,  or  under  the  power  and  colour  was— and  the  nature  was  very  criminal,  tnd 

of  his  office,  several  sums  of  money  from  the  the  consequences  to  the  country  very  dreadiiil, 

unhappy  natives  of  BengaL  — ^yet  we  mean  to  prove  to  your  ItMtlsbips,  that 

The  next  article,  which  we  shall  bring  be-  they  were  not  single  acts,  that  they  were  not 

fore  you,  is,  that  he  is  not  only  personally  cor*  acts  committed,  as  opportunity  offered,  or  as 

nipted,  but  that  he  has  personally  corrupted  all  necessity  tempted,  or  urged  upon  the  oca- 

the  other  servants  of  the  company ;  those  un-  sion ;  but,  that  they  are  parts  of  a  general  sys- 

der  him,  whose  corruptions  he  ought  to  have  tematic  plan  of  contiption,  for  advancing  his 

controuiicd,  and  those  above  him,  whose  busi-  fortune  at  the  expense  of  his  integrity ;  that  he 

ness  it  was  to  controul  his  corniptions.  has,  for  that  purpose,  not  only  taken  the  op- 

We  purpose  to  make  good  to  your  lord-  portunity  of  his  own  power,  but  made  wbde 

ships  the  first  of  these  by  submitting  to  you,  establishments,  altered  and  perverted  others, 

that  part  of  those  sums,  which  are  specified  and  created  complete  revolutions  in  the  coud* 

in  the  charge,  were  taken  by  him  with  his  try's  government  for  the   purpose  of  making 

own  hand,  and  in  his  own  person ;  but  that  the  power,  which  ought  to  be  subservient  to 

much  the  greater  part  have  been  taken  from  legal  government,  sub^servient  to  corruptioD  ; 

the  natives  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  black  that,  when  he  could  no  longer  cover  these  ihu- 

agents,  banyans,  and  other  dependants ;  whose  dulent  proceedings  by  artifice,  he  endeavoived 

confidential  connection  with  him,  and  whose  to  justify  them  by  principle.     These  artifices 

agency,  on  his  part,  in  corrupt  transactions,  if  we  mean  to  detect ;  these  principles  we  mean 

his  counsel  should  be  bold  enough  to  challenge  to  attack,  and,  with  your  lordships'  aid,  to  de^ 

us  to  the  proof,  wc  shall  fully  prove  before  you.  molish,  destroy,  and  subvert  for  ever. 

The  next  part,  and  the  second  branch  of         My  lords,  I  must  say,  that  ic  this  businef^ 

his  corrupticMi,  namely,  what  is  commonly  call-  which  is  a  matter  of  collusion,  ctHicealment, 

ed  his  active  corruption,  distinguishing  the  and  deceit,  your  lordships  will,  perhaps,  not 

personal  under  the  name  of  passive,  will  ap-  feel  the   same  degree  of  interest  as  in  the 

pear  from  his  having  given,  under  colour  of  others.    Hitherto,  you  have  had  before  jou 

ccHitracts,  a  number  of  corrupt  and  lucrative  crimes  of  dignity.    You  have  had  before  you 

advantages,  from  a  number  of  unauthorized  the  ruin  and  expulsion  of  great  and  ilhistrioos 

and  unreasonable  grants,  pensions,  and  allow-  families;  the  breach  of  solemn  public  treaties ; 

ances,  by  which  he  corrupted  actively  the  the  merciless  pillage  and  total  subversion  of 

whole  service  of  the  company.    And,  lastly,  the  first  houses  in  Asia :  but  the  crimes,  wfaicb 

we  shall  diow,  that  by  establishing  a  universal  are  the  most  striking  to  the  imagination,  are  not 

connivance  fi'om  one  end  of  the  service  to  the  always  the  most  pernicious  in  their  effects :  in 

other,  he  has  not  only  corrupted  and  contami-  these  high  eminent  acts  of  domineering  tyranny 

Dated  it  in  all  its  parts,  but  bound  it  in  a  com-  their  very  magnitude  proves  a  sort  of  correc- 

mon  league  of  iniquity  to  support  mutually  each  tive   to  their  virulence.      The  occasions,  on 

other  against  the  inquiry,  that  shouki  detect,  which  they  can  be  exercised,  are  rare;  the 

and  the  justice,  that  should  pimish,  their  ofien-  persons,  upon  whom  they  can  be  exercised, 

ces.    These  two  charges,  namely,  of  his  ac-  few;  the  persons,  who  can  exercise  them,  in 

tive,  and  passive  corruption,  we  shall  bring  one  the  nature  of  things,  are  not  many.    These 

after  the  other,  as  strongly  and  clearly  illus-  high   tragic   acts   of  superiour   overbearing 

trating,  and  as  powerfully  confirming,  each  tyranny  are  privileged  crimes ;  they  are  the 

other.  unhappy  dreadful   prerogative,  they  are  the 

The  first,  which  we  shall  bring  before  you,  distinguished  and  incommunicable  attributes, 
is  his  own  passive  corruption,  so  we  commonly  of  superiour  wickedness  in  eminent  statkMi. 
call  it.  Bribes  are  so  little  known  in  this  But,  my  lords,  when  the  vices  of  low,  sor* 
ooimtry,  that  we  can  hardly  get  clear  and  did,  and  illiberal  minds  infect  that  high  si- 
specific  technical  names  to  distinguish  them  ;  tuation,  ^en  theft,  bribery,  and  pecoktion, 
but,  in  future,  I  am  afraid,  the  conduct  of  attended  with  fiiuid,  prevarication,  fitkehood, 
Mr.  Hastings  will  improve  our  law  vocabulary,  misrepresentation,  and  forgery ;  when  all  these 
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follow  in  (me  train :  when  these  vices,  which  to  your  lordships,  in  order  to  bring  it  fully  and 
gender   and   spawn  in   dirt,  and   are  nurs-  distinctly  before  you,  what  the  nature  of  this 
ed  in  dunghills,  come  and  pollute  with  their  distemper  of  bribery  is  in  the  Indian  govem- 
■lime  that  throne,  which  ought  to  be  a  seat  of  ment.    Wo  are  to  state,  what  the  laws  and 
dignity  and  purity,  the  evil  is  much  greater  :  rules  are,  which  have  been  opposed  to  prevent 
it  may  operate  daily  and  hourly ;  it  is  not  only  it,  and  the  utter  insufficiency  of  all,  that  have 
imitable  but  improvable,  and  it  will  be  imitat-  been  proposed :  to  state  the  grievance,  the 
ed,  and  will  be  improved,  from  the  highest  instructions  of  the  company,  and  government, 
to  the  lowest,  through  all  the  gradations  of  a  the  acts  of  parliament,  the  constructions  upon 
eorrupt  government.    They  are  reptile  vices,  the  acta  of  parliament.    We  are  to  state  to 
There  are  situations,  in  which  the  acts  of  the  your  lordships  the  particular  situation  of  Mr. 
individual  are  of  some  moment,  the  example  Hastings.    We  are  to  state  the  trust  the  com- 
comparatively  of  little  importance.     In   the  pany  had  in  him  for  the  prevention  of  all  those 
other,  the  mischief  of  the  example  is  infinite,  evils ;  and  then  we  are  to  prove,  that  every 
My  lords,  when  once  a  govemour-general  evil,  that  all  those  grievances,  which  the  law 
receives  bribes,  he  gives  a  signal  to  universal  intended  to  prevent,  which  there  were  cove- 
pillage  to  all  the  inferiour  parts  of  the  ser-  nants  to  restrain,  and  with  respect  to  which 
Tice. — ^The  bridles  upon  hard-mouthed  passion  there   were   encouragements  to  smooth   and 
are  removed,  they  are  taken  away,  they  are  make  easy  the  path  of  duty,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
broken ;  fear  and  shame,  the  great  guards  to  invested  with  a  special,  direct  and  immediate 
▼irtue  next  to  conscience,  are  gone  ; — shame!  trust,  to  prevent. — We  are  to  prove  to  your 
how  can  it  exist? — it  will  soon  blush  away  its  lordships,  that  he  is  the  roan,  who,  in  his  own 
awkward  sensibility ;  shame,  my  lords,  cannot  person  collectively,  has  done  more  mischief 
exist  long  when  it  is  seen,  that  crimes,  which  than  all  those  persons,  whose  evil   practices 
naturally  bring  disgrace,  are  attended  with  all  have  produced  all  those  laws,  those  regula- 
the  outward  symbols,  characteristics,  and  re-  tions,  and  even  his  own  appointment. 
wards  of  honour  and  of  virtue ;  when  it  is  seen,  The  first  thing,  that  we  shall  do,  is  to  state, 
diat  high  station,  great  rank,  general  applause,  and  which  we  shall  prove  in  evidence,  that  this 
vast  wealth,  follow  the  commission  of  pecula-  vice  of  bribery  was  the  antient,  radical  endc- 
tion  and  bribery ;  is  it  to  be  believed,  that  men  roical,  and  ruinous  distemper  of  the  company's 
can  long  be  ashamed  of  that,  which  they  see  to  affairs  in  India,  from  the  time  of  their  first  es~ 
be  the  road  to  honour  ?    As  to  fear,  let  a  go-  tablishment  there.    Very  often,  there  are  no 
Temour-general  once  take  bribes,  there  is  an  words,  nor  any  description,  which  can  ade- 
end  of  all  fear  in  the  service.    What  have  they  quately  convey  the  state  of  a  thing  like  the 
to  fear  ?  Is  it  the  man,  whose  example  they  direct  evidence  of  the  thing  itself,  because 
follow,  that  is  to  bring  them  before  a  tribunal  the  former  might  be  suspected  of  exaggeration. 
(or  their  punishment  ? — Can  he  open  any  in-  You  might  think  that,  which  was  really  fact, 
quiry?  he  cannot ;  he,  that  opens  a  channel  to  be  nothing  but  the  colouring  of  the  person, 
of  inquiry  under  these  circumstances,  opens  a  that  explained  it ;  and  therefore  I  think,  that 
high  road  to  his  own  detection.    Can  he  make  it  will  be  much  better  to  give  to  your  lord- 
any  laws  to  prevent  it?  none;  for  he  can  make  ships  here  a  direct  state  of  the  presidency 
BO  laws  to  restrain  that  practice  without  the  at  the  time,  when  the  company  enacted  those 
breach  of  his  own  laws  immediately  in  his  own  oovenants,  which  Mr.  Hastings  entered  into, 
conduct.    If  we  once  can  admit,  for  a  single  and  when  they  took  those  measures  to  pre- 
instant,  in  a  govemour-general,  a   principle  vent  the  very  evils  from  persons  placed  in  those 
however  defended,  upon  any  pretence  what-  very  stations,  and  in  those  very  circumstances, 
ever,  to  receive  bribes  in  consequence  of  his  in  which  we  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  having 
<^ce,  there  is  an  end  of  all  virtue,  an  end  of  oonuuitted  the  offences,  we  now  bring  before 
the  laws,  and  no  hope  lefl  in  the  supreme  jus-  you. 

tice  of  the  country.    We  are  sensible  of  all  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know,  that  we  are 

these  difficulties;  we  have  felt  them,  and  per-  going  to  read  a  consultation  of  Lord  Clive's, 

hape  it  has  required  no  small  degree  of  exer-  who  was  sent  out  (or  the  express  purpose  of 

tion  for  us  to  get  the  better  of  Uiese  difficulties,  reforming  the  state  of  the  oxnpany,  in  order 

which  are  thrown  in  our  way  by  a  govemour-  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  pecuniary  cor- 

general  accepting  bribes,  and  thereby  screen-  ruptions,  that  prevailed  in  it. 

ing  and  protectmg  the  whole  service  in  such  "  It  is  from  a  due  sense  of  the  regard  we 

iniquitous  proce^ings.  owe  and  profess  to  your  interests  and  to  our 

.  With  regard  to  this  matter,  we  are  to  state  own  honour,  that  we  think  it  indispensably 
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Decenary  to  lay  open  to  your  new  a  series  of  and  indelicate  a  maimer,  aa  higUy  dugoited 

transactions  too  notoriously  known  to  be  sup-  him  and  chagrined  his  mioistera  ;  while  noti 

pressed,  and  too  affecting  to  your  interest,  to  single  rupee  was  stipulated  (or  the  compsnj, 

the  national  character,  and  to  the  exbtence  of  whoue  interests  were  sacrifioed,  that  their  scr- 

the  company  in  Bengal,  to  escape  unnoticed  vants  might  revel  in  the  spoils  of  a  treasury  b^ 

and  uncensured  : — transactions,  which  seem  to  fore  impoverished,  but  now  totally  exhausted, 

demonstrate,  that  every  spring  of  this  govern-  ''  This  scene  of  corruption  was  Gnt  discki^ 

ment  was  smeared  with  corruption,  that  prin-  ed,  at  a  visit  the  nabob  was  paid,  to  Lord  Clin 

ciples  of  rapacity  and  oppression  universally  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  a  few  davi 

prevailed,  and  that  every  spark  of  sentiment  aAer  our  arrival.     He  there  delivered  to  bii 

and  public  spirit  was  lost  and  extinguished  in  lordship  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  complaints  of 

the  unbounded  lust  of  unmerited  wealth.  the  insults  and  indignities  he  had  been  txp» 

*'  To  illustrate  these  positions  we  must  ex-  ed  to,  and  the  embezzlement  of  near  20  hcb 

hibit  to  your  view  a  most  unpleasing  variety  of  rupees,  issued  from  his  treasury  for  purposes 

of  complaints,  inquiries,  accusations,  and  vin-  unknown  during  the   late    negotiations.    So 

dications,  the  particulars  of  which  are  entered  public  a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded, 

in  our  proceedings,  and  the  appendix  ;  assur*  and  it  soon  produced  an  inquiry.    We  reierred 

ing  you,  that  we  undertake  this  task  with  pe-  the  letter  to  the  board,  in  expectation  of  obtaia* 

culiar  reluctance,  from  the  personal  regard  we  ing  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  applicatkn 

entertain  for  some  of  the  gentlemen,  whose  of  this  money,  and  were  answered  o«iIy  bya 

characters  will  appear  to  be  deeply  affected.  warm  remonsU^ance  entered  by  Mr.  Leycester 

"  At  Fort  St.  George  we  received  the  first  against  that  very  nabob,  in  whose  elevation  he 

advices  of  the  demise  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  of  boasts  of  having  been  a  principal  agent. 

Shuja  Dowla's  defeat.    It  was  there  firmly  **  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  the  naib  soubab, 

imagined,  that  no  definitive  measures  would  was  then  called  upon  to  account  for  this  large 

be  taken,  either  in  respect  to  a  peace,  or  fill-  disbursement  fit)m  the  treasury  ;  and  he  sooa 

ing  the  vacancy  in  the  nizamut,  before  our  ar^  delivered  to  the  committee  the  very  extraordi- 

rival ;  as  the  Lapwing  arrived  in  the  month  of  nary  narrative  entered  in  our  proceedings  tbe 

January  with  your  general  letter,  and  the  ap-  6th  of  June,  wherein  he  specifies  the  several 

pointment  of  a  committee  with  express  powers  names  and  sums,  by  whom  paid,  and  to  whom, 

to  that  purpose  ;  for  the  successful  exertion  whether  in  cash,  bUls,  or  obligations.    So  pre* 

of  which  the  happiest  occasion  now  <^ered.  cise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  this  of  money 

However,  a  contrary  resolution  prevailed  in  for  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  be* 

the  council.    The  opportunity  of  acquiring  lieve,  before  this  period  exhibited  to  the  hcmoar* 

immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be  ne-  able  court  of  directors,  at  least  never  voudied 

glected,  and  the  temptation  too  powerful  to  be  by  such  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic 

resisted.    A  treaty  was  hastily  drawn  up  by  documents  :  by  Juggut  Seet,  who  himself  was 

the  board,  or  rather  transcribed,  with  few  un-  obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  sums  de- 

important  additions,  from  that  concluded  with  manded ;  by  Moolyram,  who  was  emj^ed, 

Meer   Jaffier  ;  and  a  deputation,  consisting  by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  those  pecuniary  tran»- 

of  Messrs.  Johnstone  senior,  Middleton,  and  actions  ;  by  the  nabob  and  Mahomed  Rea 

Leycester,  appointed  to  raise  the  natural  son  Cawn,  who  were  the  heaviest  sufferers ;  and, 

of  the  deceased  nabob  to  the  soubahdarry,  in  lastly,  by   the  confession    of  the  gentl«neB 

prejudice  of  the  claim  of  the  grandson :  and  themselves,  whose  names  are  specified  in  the 

for  this  measure  such  reasons  are  assigned  distribution  list. 

as  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically  oppo-  "  Juggut  Seet  expressly  declared  in  his  Dap- 
site  resolution.  Miran*s  son  was  a  minor,  rative,  that  the  sum,  which  he  agreed  to  pay 
which  circumstance  alone  would  have  natu-  the  deputati(M],  amounting  to  \25fi00  rupees, 
rally  brought  the  whole  adminstration  into  our  was  extorted  by  menaces  ;  and  since  the  dose 
hands,  at  a  juncture  when  it  became  indispen-  of  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we  delivwed 
sably  necessary  we  should  realize  that  shaudow  in  the  proceedings  of  the  21st  June,  it  6aSf 
of  power  and  influence,  which  having  no  solid  appears,  that  the  presents  from  the  nabob  ud 
foundation  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  exceeding  the  immeaw 
annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of  adverse  for-  sum  of  17  lacks,  were  not  the  vokmtary  ofl^ 
tune.  But  this  inconsbtence  was  not  regard-  ings  of  gratitude,  but  contributions  levied  on  tbi 
ed ;  nor  was  it  material  to  the  views  for  pre-  weakness  of  the  government,  and  vioksnlfy  ex- 
cipitating  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  oa  the  acted  from  the  dependent  state  and  timid  di»* 
young  mSwb  at  the  first  interview,  in  so  earnest  position  of  the  minister.    The  oharge  iadaed 
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ia  denied  oo  the  one  hand,  as  well  as  afiinned  that  the  company,  in  1768,  had  made  a  cove- 
on  the  other.  Your  honourable  board  must  nant,  expressly  forbidding  the  taking  of  pre* 
therefore  determine,  how  far  the  circumstance  sents  of  above  ^.400  value,  in  each  present, 
of  extortion  may  aggravate  the  crime  of  dis-  by  the  govemour-general.  I  take  it  for  grant- 
obedience  to  your  positive  orders  ;  the  expos-  ed,  this  will  not  be  much  litigated  \  they  renew- 
ing the  government  in  a  manner  to  sale,  and  ed  and  enforced  that  with  other  covenants,  and 
reoeiving  the  infamous  wages  of  corruption  other  instructions  ;  and  at  last  came  an  act  kA 
fiora  opposite  parties  and  contending  interests,  parliament,  in  the  clearest,  the  most  definite, 
We  speak  with  boldness,  because  we  speak  the  most  specific  words,  that  all  the  wisdom 
fiomccmviction,  founded  upon  indubitable  facts,  of  the  legislature,  intent  upon  the  eradication 
that  besides  the  above  sums  specified  in  the  of  this  evil,  could  use,  to  prevent  the  receiv- 
distribution  account  to  the  amount  of  228,125  ing  of  presents. 

pounds  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the  value  My  lords,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  state, 

of  several  lades  of  rupees  procured  from  Nund-  that  thero  has  been  some  little  difficulty  con- 

oomar  and  Roydullub,  each  of  whom  aspired  ceming  tliis  word  presentt.    Bribery  and  ex- 

at  and  obtained  a  promise  c^  that  very  employ-  tortion  have  been  covered  by  the  name  of  pre* 

ment  it  was  predetermined  to  bestow  on  Ma-  sents,  and  the  authority  and  practice  of  tho 

homed  Reza  Gawn.  East  has  been  adduced,  as  a  palliation  of  the 

(Signed  at   the  end)     "  Clive.— W™  B.  crime.    My  lords,  no  authority  of  the  East 

Sumner.— John  Gamac. — ^H.  Verelst. — Fra*  will  be  a  palliation  of  the  breach  of  laws  en- 

Sykes.*'  acted  in  the  West :  and  to  those  laws  of  the 

This  paper  cannot  be  denied  to  be  a  paper  West,  and  not  the  vicious  customs  of  the  East 

of  weight  and  authenticity,  because  it  is  sign-  we  insist  upon  making  Mr.  Hastings  liable. 

ed  by  a  gentleman  now  in  this  house,  who  But  do  not  your  lordships  see,  that  this  is  an 

site  on  one  side  of  the  gentleman  at  your  bar,  entire  mistake,  that  there  never  was  any  cus- 

aa  his  bail.— This  grievance,  therefore, — so  tom  of  the  East  for  it?    I  do  not  mean  vicious 

authenticated,  so  great,  and  described  in  so  practices  and  customs,  which  it  is  the  business 

many  circumstances,  I  think  it  might  be  suf^  of  good  laws  and  good  customs  to  eradicate. 

6cient  for  me,  in  this  part  of  the  business,  to  There  are  three  species  of  presents  known  in 

show,  was,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  sent  to  the  East :  two  of  them,  payments  of  money, 

India,  a  prevalent  evil.  toown  to  be  legal  ;  and  the  other  perfectly 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  necessary,  that  I  should  illegal,  and  which  has  a  name  exactly  expres- 

show  to  you  something  more,  because,  primA  sing  it  in  the  manner  our  language  does.  It  is 

frontCf  this  is  some  exculpation  of  Mr.  Has-  necessary,  that  your  lordships  should  see,  that 

tings:  for,  if  he  was  only  a  partaker  in  a  ge-  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  use  of  a  perversion 

neral  misccHiduct,  it  was  rather  ntium  lad  €t  of  the  names  of  authorized  gifts,  to  cover  the 

twtticm   temporiSf  than  vt<mm  homirds.    This  most  abominable  and  prostituted  bribery.  The 

nught  be  said  in  his  exculpation.    But,  I  am  first  of  these  presents  is  known  in  the  country 

next  to  ^ow  your  lordships  the  means,  which  by  the  name  of  peshcush :  this  peshcush  is  a 

the  company  took  for  removing  this  grievance ;  fine  paid,  upon  the  grant  of  lands,  to  the  sove> 

and,  that  Mr.  Hastings's  peculiar  trust — the  reign,  or  whoever  grants  them.     The  second 

great  specific  ground  of  his  appointment,  was  is  Uie  nuzzer,  or  nuzzeranah,  which  is  a  tri- 

a  confidence,  that  he  would  eradicate  this  very  bute  of  acknowledgment  from  an  inferiour  to 

evil,  <^  which  we  are  going  to  prove,  that  he  a  superiour.     The  last  is  called  reshw&at,  in 

has  been  one  of  the  principal  promoters.    I  the  Persian  language,  that  is  to  say,  a  bribe, 

wish  your  lordships  to  advert  to  one  particular  or  sum  of  money  clandestinely  and  corruptly 

circumstance,  namely,  that  the  two  perscHis,  taken  ;  and  is  as  much  distinguished  from  the 

who  were  bklders  at  this  time,  and  at  this  others,  as,  in  the  English  language,  a  fine  or 

auction  of  government,  for  the  favour  and  ooun-  acknowledgment  is  distinguished  from  a  bribe. 

tonance  of  the  presidency  at  Calcutta,  were  To  show  your  lordships  this,  we  shall  give  in 

Mahomed  Reza  Khin,  and  rajah  Nundcomar.  evidence,  that  whenever  a  peshcush  or  fine  is 

I  widi  your  lordships  to  recollect  this,  by  and  paid,  it  is  a  sum  of  money  publicly  paid,  and 

by,  when  we  shall  bring  before  you  the  very  paid  in  proportion  to  the  grant ;  and  that  the 

same  two  persons,  who  in  the  same  sort  of  sum  is  entered  upon  the  very  grant  itself.   We 

transaction,  and  in  circumstances  exactly  si-  shall  prove  the  nuzzer  is,  in  the  same  manner, 

milar,  or  very  nearly  so,  were  candidates  fbr  entered,  and  that  all  legal  fees  are  endorsed 

tha  frfour  of  Mr.  Hastings.  upon  the  body  of  the  grant,  for  which  they  are 

My  kvds,  our  next  step  will  be  to  show  you,  taken :  and  that  they  are  no  more  in  the  Easti 
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than  in  the  West,  any  kind  of  colour  or  pro-  another.    Those,    who  tnurt,  that  Aey  ihil 

tence  for  corrupt  acts,  which  are  known  by  the  find  in  men  uncommon  and  heroic  virtues,  m 

circumstance  of  thrir  bfitig claiKJestintly  taken,  themselves  endeavouring  to  have  nothing piid 

and  which   are  ackuowledued  and  confessed  them  but  the  common  returns  of  the  wor^  psrti 

to  be  illegal  and  corrupt.     Having  stated,  that  of  human   infirmity. — and,  therefore,  I  abl 

Mr.  Hastinj^'s,  in  some  of  the  evidence,  that  wo  show  your  lordships,  that  the  company  did  pr»> 

shall  produce,  endeavours  to  confound  these  vide  large,  ample,  abundant  means  for  siqipoi^ 

three  tilings,  I  am  only  to  remark ,  that  the  nuz-  ing  the  goverour^general : — that  Lord  CliWjfli 

zcr  is  generally  a  very  small  sum  uf  money,  the  year  1765,  and  the  council  with  him,  of 

that  it  sometimes  amounts  to  one  gold  mohr  ;  which  Mr.  Sumner,  I  ara  glad  and  proud  to 

that  sometimes  it  is  less,  and   tliat,  in  all  the  say,  was  one,  did  fix    such  an  allowaDoe  81 

records  of  the  company,  I  have  never  known  they  thought  a  sufficient  security  to  the  gorcr- 

it  exceed  one  gold  mohr,  or  about  thirty-five  nour-general  against  the  temptations atteodut 

shillings ;  passing  by  the  fifty  gold  mohrs,  which  upon  his  situation  ;  and,  therefore,  after  they 

were  given  to  Mr  Hastings  by  Cheit  Sing,  and  had  fixed  this  sum,  they  say, — "  that  althougii 

a  hundred  gold  mohrs,  which  were  given  to  by  this  means  the  govemour  will  not  be  aUo 

the  Mogul,  as  a  nuzzer,  by  Mahomed  Ali,  to  amass  a  million  €)t  half  a  million  in  tiw 

nabob  of  Arcot.  space  of  two  or  three  years,  yet  he  will  «fr 

The  company  seeing,  that  this  nuzzer,  though  quire  a  very  handsome  independency,  and  be 

small  in  each  sum,  might  amount  at  last  to  a  in  that  very  situation,  which  a  man  of  boooar 

largo  tax  upon  the  coimtry,  (and  it  did  so  in  and  true  zeal  for  the  service  would  wish  to 

fact)   thought  proper  to  prohibit  any  sura  of  possess.     Thus  situated,  he  may  defy  a&  op* 

money  to  be  taken  upon  any  pretext  whatever ;  position  in  council ;  he  will  have  nothing  to 

and  the  company,  in  the  year  1775,  did  ex-  ask ;  nothing  to  propose  but  what  he  wisbfli 

pressly  explode  the  whole  doctrine  of  peshcush,  for  the  advantage  of  his  employers:  he  may 

nuzzer,  and  every  other  private  lucrative  emo-  defy  the  law,  because  there  can  be  no  foon* 

lument,  under  whatever  name  to  be  taken  by  dation  for  a  bill  of  discovery ;  and  he  may  defy 

the  govemour-general :  and  did  expressly  send  the  obloquy  of  the  world,  because  there  can 

out  an  order,  that  that  was  the  construction  of  be  nothing  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In  shor^ 

the  act ;  and  that  he  was  not  even  to  take  a  if  stability  can  be  insured  to  such  a  gov^n* 

nuzzer.     Thus  we  shall  show,  that  that  act  ment  as  this,  where  riches  have  been  acquired 

had  totally  cut  up  the  whole  system  of  bribery  in  abundance  in  a  small  space  of  time,  by  all 

and  corruption  ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  ways  and  means,  and  by  men  with  or  witboot 

sort  of  cdour  whatever  for  taking  the  money,  capacities,  it  must  be  effected  by  a  govemoor 

which  we  shaJl  prove  he  has  taken.  thus   restricted." — That  is,  a  govemour  re- 

I  know  that  positive  prohibitions,  that  acts  stricted  from  every  emolument  but  that  of  his 

of  parliament,  that  covenants,  are  things  of  salary.    I  must  remark,  that  this  salary  and 

very  little  validity  indeed,  as  long  as  all  the  these  emoluments  were  not  settled  upon  the 

means  of  corruption  are  lefl  in  power,  and  all  vague  speculations  of  men  taking  the  measure 

the  temptations  to  corrupt  profit  are  lefl  in  of  their  necessities  for  India  from  the  mannas 

poverty.    I  should  really  think,  that  the  com-  of  England ;  but  it  was  fixed   by  the  council 

pany  deserved  to  be  ill  served,  if  they  had  not  themselves ;  fixed  in  India ;  fixed  by  those,  wbo 

annexed  such  appointments  to  great  trusts  as  knew  and  were  in  the  situation  of  the  gorw- 

raight  secure  the  persons  entrusted  from  tho  nour-general,  and  who  knew  what  was  neces- 

temptations  of  unlawful  emolument ;  and,  what  sary  to  support  his  dignity  and  to  preserve  hioi 

in  all  cases  is  the  greatest  security,  given  a  from  the  temptation  of  corruption :  and  they 

lawful  gratification  to  the  natural  passions  of  have  laid  open  to  you  such  a  body  of  advan- 

men.    Matrimony  is  to  be  used  as  a  true  re-  tage  arising  from  it,  as  would  lead  any  mta, 

raedy  against  a  vicious  course  of  profligate  who  had  a  regard  to  his  honour  or  consdeaee, 

manners:  fair  and  lawful  emoluments,  and  the  to  think  himself  happy  in  having  such  a  pro> 

just  profits  of  office,  are  opposed  to  the  unlaw-  visicm  made  for  him,  and,  at  the  same  tkne, 

ful  means,  which  might  be  made  use  of  to  sup-  every  temptation  to  act  oorruptty  remofed  ftr 

ply  them ;  for,  in  truth,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that  firom  him. 

for  any  man  to  expect  a  series  of  sacrifices         The  emoluments  of  the  oflice,  though  r»« 

without  a  return  in  blessings,  to  expect  labour  duced   from  tho  original  plan,  which  Lori 

without  a  prospect  of  reward,  and  fatigue  with  Clive  had  proposed,  may  be  computed  at  neif 

out  any  means  of  securing  rest,  is  an  unrea-  £.90,000  a  year,  when  Mr.  Hastings  waspre- 

•ooable  demand  in  anj  human  creature  from  sident ;  £  J22,000  in  certain  moaer,  and  tko 
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feat  in  other  advantages.  Whatever  it  was,  That  situation,  which  was  to  afford  him  a 
X  have  shown,  that  it  was  thought  sufficient  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  years,  he  has 
fcy  those,  who  were  the  best  judges,  and  who  held  for  many  years  ;  and  therefore  he  has  not 
ia  carving  for  others,  were  carving  for  them-  one  excuse  to  make  for  himself:  but  I  shall 
ielves  their  own  allowance  at  the  time.  But,  show  your  lordships  much  greater  and  stronger 
nj  lords,  I  am  to  give  a  better  opinion  of  the  proofs,  that  will  lean  heavy  upon  hnn  in  the 
•ofliciency  of  that  provision  to  guard  against  day  of  your  sentence.  The  first,  the  peculiar 
the  temptation,  out  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  trust  that  was  put  in  him,  was  to  redress  all 
mouth.    He  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of     those  grievances. 

directors,  *' Although  I  disclaim  the  consi-         My  lords,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  condi- 
deraticHi  of  my  own  interest  in  these  specula-     tion  of  India  in  1765.  You  may  suppose,  that 
tionsf         ♦♦♦****         I  jj^yg     the  means^  that  were  taken — the  regulations, 
catdied  the  desire  of  applause  in  public  life."      that  were  made  by  the  company  at  that  period 
Here   Mr.   Hastings   confesses,  that   the     of  time,  had  operated  their  effect ;  and  that 
emoluments  affixed  to  office  were  not  only     by  the  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  when  Mr. 
tefficient  for  the  purposes  and  ends,  which  the     Hastings  came  first  to  his  government,  these 
nature  of  his  office  demanded,  and  the  support     evils  did  not  then  require,  perhaps,  so  vigo- 
of  present  dignity,  but  that  they  were  suf-     rous  an  example  or  so  much  diligence  in  put- 
ficient  to  secure  him,  in  a  very  few  years,,  a     ting  an  end  to  them :  but,  my  lords,  I  have  to 
comfortable  retreat ;  but  his  object,  in  wishing     show  you  a  very  melancholy  truth,  that,  not- 
to  hold  his  office  long,  was,  to  c^ttch  applause     withstanding  all  these  means,  the  company 
m  public  Itfe.    What  an  unfortunate  man  is  was  of  opinion,  that  all  these  disorders  had  in- 
be,  who  has  so  often  told  us,  in  so  many  places,  creased ;  and,  accordingly,  they  say,  "  With- 
and  through  so  many  mouths,  that,  after  four-  out  entering  into  all  the  grievous  circumstances 
teen  years'  possession  of  an  office,  which  was  of  this  letter,"  [which  was  wrote  on  the  10th 
to  make  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  of  April  1773:] — "we  wish  we  could  refute 
jrears,  he  is  at  length  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and,  the  observation,  that  almost  every  attempt 
lor  his  applause  in  public  life,  is  now  at  your  made  by  us  and  our  administration  at  your  pre- 
knrlships'  bar,  and  his  accuser  is  his  country,  sidency  for  reforming  abuses  has  rather  increas- 
This,  my  lords,  is  to  be  unfortunate ;  but  there  ed  them,  and  added  to  the  misery  of  a  country 
are  some  misfortunes,  that  never  do  or  ever  we  are  so  anxious  to  protect  and  cherish." 
can  arrive  but  through  crimes.    He  was  a  de-  They  say,  that  "  when  oppression  pervades 
•erter  from  the  path  of  honour  ;  at  the  turning  the  whole  country,  when  youths  have  been 
of  the  two  ways,  he  made  a  glorious  choice  ;  suffered,  with  impunity,  to  exercise  sovereign 
he  caught  at  the  applause  of  ambition — ^which  jurisdiction  over  the  natives,  and  to  acquire 
though  1  am  ready  to  consent  is  not  virtue,  rapid  fortunes  by  monopolizing  of  commerce, 
yet  surely  a  generous  ambition  for  applause  it   cannot  be  a  wonder  to  us  or   yourselves, 
for  public  services  in  life  is  one  of  the  best  that  Dadney  merchants  do  not  come  forward 
counterfeits  of  virtue,  and  supplies  its  place  to  contract  with  the  company,  that  the  manu- 
in  some  degree ;  and  it  adds  a  lustre  to  real  factures  find  their  way  through  foreign  chan- 
▼irtue  where  it  exists  as  the  substratum  of  it.  nels,  or  that  our  investments  are  at  once  enor- 
Human  nature,  while  it  is  made  as  it  is,  never  mously  dear,  and  of  a  debased  quality.    <^  It 
can  wholly  repudiate  it  for  its  imperfection,  is  evident  then,  that  the  evils,  which  have 
because  there  is  something  yet  more  perfect,  been  so  destructive  to  us,  lie  too  deep  for  any 
But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  deserter  of  that  partial  plans  to  reach  or  correct ;  it  is  there- 
cause,  who,  having  glory  and  honour  before  ibre  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the  root  of  thoso 
him,  has  chosen  to  plunge  himself  into  the  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  reascNi  to 
downward  road  to  sordid  riches  ?  believe,  that  in  every  just  and  necessary  re- 
My  lords,  I  have  shown  the  grievances,  gulation  we  shall  meet  with  the  approbation 
diat  existed.    I  have  shown  the  means,  that  and  support  of  the  legislature,  who  consider 
existed  to  put  Mr.  Hastings  beyond  a  temp-  the  public  as  materially  interested  in  the  coro- 
tation  to  those  practices,  of  which  we  accuse  pany's  prosperity." 

him,  even  in  his  own  opinion,  if  he  will  not        This  is  to  show  your  lordships,  that  Mr. 

Ibilow  his  example  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Hastings  was  armed  with  great  powers  to  cor- 

and  disavow  this  letter,  as  he  has  done  his  de-  rect  great  abuses,  and  that  there  was  reposed 

Ibnce  before  them,  and  say  he  never  wrote  it.  in  him  a  special  trust  for  that  purpose.    And 

now  I  shall  show,  by  the  twenty-fifth  paragraph 

f  Docameat  not  found.  of  the  same  letter,  that  they  intrusted  Mr* 
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Hasting  with  this  very  great  power  from  ■ome  den  throu^ioat  the  oountry :  there  were  1i»> 

ptrticular  hope  they  had,  not  only  of  his  ab-  wise  at  the  same  time  circnmstanoes  in  tbi 

staining  himself,  which  is  a  thing  taken  fiir  state  of  the   gOYemment,   upon  which  tfaey 

granled,  but  of  bis  restraining  abuses  through  thought  it  necessary  to  make  new  regulaticHi 

every  part  of  the  service ;  and  therefore,  they  The  famine,  which  prevailed  in,  and  deT» 

say,  "  that  in  order  to  effectuate  this  great  end,  tated  Bengal,  and  the  ill  use,  that  was  maik 

the  first  step  must  be  to  restore  perfect  obe-  of  that  calamity  to  aggravate  the  distress  fer 

dience  and  due  subordinatioo  to  your  admi-  the  advantage  of  indivuluals,  produced  a  greM 

nistration.    Our  govemour  and  council  must  many  complaints:  some  true,  some  engg^ 

re-assume  and  exercise  their  delegated  powers  rated ;  but  universally  spread,  m  I  betiere  ii 

upon  every  just  occasion ;  punish  delinquents,  in  the  m^nory  of  those,  who  are  not  voy 

cherish  the  meritorious,  discountenance  that  young  among  us.    This  obliged  the  cooBpisj 

luxury  and  dissipation,  which,  to  the  reproach  to  a  very  serious  consideraUioa  of  an  a^, 

of  government,  prevailed  in  Bengal.  Our  pre-  which  dishonoured  and  disgraced  their  fO> 

sident,  Mr.  Hutings,  we  trust,  will  set  the  vemment,  not  only  at  home,  but  through  all 

example  of  temperance,  (economy,  and  appli-  the  countries  in  Europe,  much  more  than  pe^ 

cation ;  and  upon  this,  we  are  sensible,  much  haps  even  more  grievous  and  real  oppreseiooi, 

will  depend.    And  here  we  take  occasion  to  that  were  exercised  onder  tbem.  It  had  alanii> 

indulge  the  pleasure  we  have  in  acknowledg-  ed  their  feelings,  it  bad  been  marked,  and  hid 

ing  Mr.  Hastings's  services  upon  the  coast  olf  called  the  attention  of  the  public  upon  tbem  in 

Coromandel,  in  constructing  with  equal  labour  an  eminent  manner. 

and  ability  the  plan,  which  has  so  much  im-  Tour  lordships  remember  tbe  death  of  Jtffier 

proved  our  mvestments  there ;  and  as  we  are  Ally  Kh&n,  the  first  of  those  soubahs,  who  la* 

persuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  lauda-  trodoced  the  English  power  into  Bengal  He 

ble  pursuit  through  every  branch  of  our  affiurs  died  thaai  four  or  five  years  before  this  period; 

in  Bengal,  he,  in  return,  may  depend  on  the  he  was  succeeded  by  two  of  his  sons,  wlioeo^ 

steady  support  and  favour  of  his  employers."  ceeded  to  one  another  in  a  very  rapid  si]cees> 

Here  are  not  only  laws  to  restrain  abuse ;  here  sion.    The  first  was  the  person,  of  whom  we 

are  not  only  salaries  to  prevent  the  teropta-  have  read  an  account  to  you.    He  was  the 

tion  to  it;  but  here  are  praises  to  animate  and  natural  son  of  toe  nabob  by  a  person  called 

encourage  him ;  here  is  what  very  few  men,  Munny  Begum,  who,  for  the  com^rt  gifts,  the 

even   bad   in  other  respects,  have   resisted ;  circumstances  of  which  we  have  recited,  hid, 

here  is  a  great  trust  put  in  him  to  call  upon  in  prejudice  of  the  lawful  issue  of  the  nabob, 

him  with  particular  vigour  and  exertion  to  been  raised  to  the  musnud ;  but  as  bastard  slips, 

prevent   all   abuses  through  the  settlement,  it  is  said  in  King  Richard  (an  abuse  of  a  scrip* 

and  particularly  these  abuses  of  corruption,  ture  phrase)  do  not  take  deep  root,  this  bastard 

Much  trust  is  put  in  his  frugality,  his  order,  his  slip  Nudjheera  Dowla  shortly  died,  and  the 

management  of  his  private  affairs ;  and  from  legitimate  son  Syd  0*Dowlah  succeeded  him. 

thence  they  hope,  that  he  would  not  ruin  his  own  After  him  another  legitimate  son  Mobareck  ul 

fortune,  but  improve  it  by  honourable  means  ;  Dowlah  succeeded  in  a  minority.  When  Iny 

and  teach  the  company's  servants  the  same  succeeded,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  understand, 

order  and  management,  in  order  to  free  them  that  there  is  no  regular  succeesian  in  tbe  office 

from  temptation  to  rapacity  in  their  own  par-  of  soubah,  or  viceroy  of  the  kingdom ;  bat, 

ticular  situations.    There  have  been  known  to  in  general,  succession  has  been  considered, 

be  men,  otherwise  corrupt  and  vicious,  who,  and  persons  have  been  put  in  that  place  upoa 

when  great  trust  was  put  in  them,  have  called  some  principles  resembUng  a  regular  suoces- 

forth  principles  of  h(Hiour  latent  in  their  minds ;  sion.   That  regular  successicm  had  been  broken 

and  men,  who  were  nursed  in  a  manner  in  cor-  in  favour  of  a  natural  son,  and  the  mother  oC 

ruption,  have  been  not  only  great  reformers  by  that  natural  son  did  d>tain  the  superiouri^  in 

institution,  but  greater  reformers  by  the  exam-  the  female  part  of  the  family  for  a  time, 

pie  of  their  own  conduct.   Then  I  am  to  show.  In  consequence  of  these  two  circumstances, 

that  soon  after  his  coming  to  diat  government,  namely,  the  famine,  and  the  abuses,  that  were 

there  were  means  given  him  instantly  c/f  rea-  supposed  to  arise  from  it ;  and  fiom  the  cir- 

lizing  those  hopes  and  expectations  by  putting  cumstance  of  the  minority  of  Mobareck  d 

into  his  hands  several  arduous  and  several  dif-  Dowlah,  who  now  reigns  or  appears  to  reign, 

ficult  coinmissions.  in  consequence  of  these  two  circtuwtanoeit 

My  lords,  in  the  year  1772,  the  company  the  company  give  two  sets  of  orders, 

had  r«eived  alarming  advices  of  many  diaor-  The  first  order  related  to  Mahomed  Ren 
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Kb&n,  who  was  (as  jour  lordships  remember  of  the  support  of  presumption ;  (or  as  we  know, 

I  took,  in  the  beginning  of  this  affair,  means  that  witnesses  may  be  perjured;  and,  as  we 

of  explaining)  lord  deputy  of  the  province  un-  know,  that  documents  can  be  forged,  we  have 

der  the  native  government,  the  English  hold-  recourse  to  a  known  principle  in  the  laws  of 

ing  the  dewannee ;  and  deputy  dewan,  or  high  all  countries,  that  circumstances  cannot  lie ; 

steward,  under  the  name  of  the  English,  and  and,  therefore,  if  the  testimony,  that  is  given, 

bad  the  command  of  the  whole  revenue ;  and  was  ever  so  clear  and  positive,  yet,  if  it  is 

who  was  accused  before  the  company  (the  contrary  to  the  circumstances  of  the  country ; 

channel  of  which  accusation  we  now  learn)  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  circumstances  of  the 

of  having  aggravated  that  famine  by  a  mono-  facts,  to  which  it  alludes ;  if  the  deposition  is 

poly  for  his  own  benefit.    The  company,  upon  totally  adverse  and  alien  to  the  characters  of 

these  loose  and  general  charges,  ordered,  that  the  persons;  then  I  will  say,  that  though  tho 

he  should  be  divested  of  his  office,  that  he  testimonies  should  be  many,  though  they  shouU 

should  be  brought  down  to  Calcutta,  and  there  be  consistent,  though  they  should  be  clear,  yet 

be  obliged  to  render  an  account  of  his  coo-  they  will  stiU  leave  some  degree  of  hesitation  and 

duct.  doubt  upon  every  mind  timorous  in  the  execution 

The  next  regulation  they  made  was  con-  of  justice,  as  every  mind  ought  to  be.  If,  for  in- 
coming the  effective  government  of  the  coun-  stance,  ten  witnesses  were  to  swear,  that  the 
try,  which  was  become  vacant  by  the  removal  chief  justice  of  England,  diat  Uie  lord  high  chan- 
of  Mahomed  RezaKh&n.  The  offices  which  cellour,  or  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was 
he  held  were  in  effect  these: — he  was  guar-  seen  in  the  robes  of  his  function ,  at  noon  day, 
dian  to  the  nabob  by  the  appointment  of  the  robbing  upon  thehighway,  it  is  not  the  clearness, 
company ;  he  had  the  care  and  management  of  the  weight,  the  authority  of  testimonies,  &at 
his  family;  he  had  the  cafe  of  the  public  could  make  me  believe  it;  I  should  attribute  it  to 
justice;  and  he  represented  that  shadow  of  anycause,  either  corruption,  mistake,  errour,  or 
government  to  foreign  nations,  which  it  was  madness,  rather  than  believe  that  fact.  Why? 
the  policy  of  the  company,  at  that  time,  to  because  it  is  totally  alien  to  the  character  of 
keep  up.  This  was  the  perscoi,  whom  Mr.  the  persons,  the  situation,  the  circumstances, 
Hastings  was  ordered  to  remove ;  in  conse-  and  to  all  the  rules  of  probability.  But  if,  on 
quence  of  which  removal  all  these  offices  were  the  contrary,  the  crime  charged  has  a  perfect 
to  be  supplied— of  guardian  of  the  nabob's  relation  with  the  person,  with  his  known  con- 
person,  and  manager  of  his  family ;  of  chief  duct,  with  his  known  habits,  with  the  situation 
magistrate,  and  of  representative  of  the  fallen  and  circumstances  of  the  place,  that  he  b  in, 
dignity  of  the  native  government  to  the  foreign  and  with  the  very  corrupt  inherent  nature  of 
nations,  which  traded  to  Bengal.  the  act,  that  he  does,  then  much  less  proof 

To  these  orders  was  added  an  instruction  of  than  we  are  able  to  produce  will  serve ;  and 

a  very  remarkable  nature,  which  was  a  third  according  to  the  nature  and  strength  of  tho 

trust,  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  that  presumptions  arising  from  the  inherent  nature 

during  the  nabob's  minority  he  should  reduce  of  a  vicious  principle,  and  vicious  motives  in 

the  annual  allowance,  which  was  thirty-two  the  act,  will  be  strengthened  the  weakest  evi- 

lacks,  to  sixteen ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  dence,  or,  if  it  comes  to  a  sufficient  height, 

abuse  of  this  restricted  sum,  and  to  prevent  its  the  whole  burthen  of  proof  will  be  turned  upon 

being  directed  by  the  minister's  authority  to  the  party  accused.    And  thus  we  shall  think 

other  purposes  than  that,  for  which  the  com-  ourselves  bound  to  show  your  lordships,  in 

pany  allowed  it,  (that  is  to  say,  allowed  him  every  step  of  this  proceeding,  that  there  is  an 

out  of  what  was  bis  own)  of  these  sixteen  lacks  inherent  presumption  of  corruption  in  every 

an  account  was  to  be  regularly  kept  as  a  check  act.    We  shall  show  the  presumptions,  which 

upon  the  person  so  appointed,  which  account  preceded :  we  shall   show  the  presumptions, 

was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Calcutta,  and  which  accompanied  the  proof;  and  these,  with 

to  be  sent  to  England.  the  subsequent  presumptions,  will   make   it 

Now,  we  are  to  show  your  lordships,  what  impossible  to  disbelieve  them.    Such  a  body 

Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  was^upon  all  these  of  proof  was  never  given  upon  any  such  occa- 

occasions ;  and,  for  this,  we  mean  to  produce  sion ;  and  it  is  such  proof  as  will  prevail  against 

testimony  recorded  in  the  company's  books,  the  whole  voice  of  corruption,  that  amazing, 

and  authentic  documents  taken  from  the  pub-  active,  diligent,  spreading  voice,  which  has 

lie  offices  of  that  country.    At  the  same  time  been  made,  by  buzzing  in  every  part  of  this 

I  do  admit,  that  there  never  was  a  positive  country,  sometimes  to  sound  like  the  puUie 

testimony,  Uiat  did  not  stand  something  in  need  voice ;  it  will  put  it  to  silence  by  showing,  th^l 
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your  lordthipt  have  proceeded  upon  the  stroii-  power,  uid  confiding  in  his  justice,  pmasnot, 
gest  eridence,  aciire  and  passive.  and  impartiality,  not  to  abuse  a  trust  of  sodi 
First,  Mr.   Hastings   received   a  positive  delicacy.    But,  we  shall  prove  to  your  kud- 
order  to  seize  upon  Mahomed    Keza  Khan,  ships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  necessary 
That  order  he  executed  with  a  military  promp-  to  turn  out,  from  the    hi^est  to  the  lowest, 
titude  of  obedience,  whicli   will   show  your  several  hundreds  of  people  for  no  other  reason, 
lordships,  wltat  are  the  services,  which  are  con-  than  that  they  had  been  put  in  their  emplcy- 
genial  to  his  own  mind,  and  which  find  in  ments  by  that  very  roan,  whom  the  Englidi 
him  always  a  ready  acquiescence ;  a  faithful  government  had  formerly  placed  there.    If  we 
agent,  and  a  spiritcMl  instrument  in  the  exe-  were  to  insist,  that  we  could  not  possibly  tiy 
cut  ion.      The  very  day  after  he  received  the  Mr.  Hastings,  or  come  at  his  wickedness, 
order,   he  sent  up,  privately,  without  com-  until  we  had  eradicated  his  influence  in  Beih 
municating  with  the  council,  from  whom  he  gal,  and  left  not  one  man  in  it,  who  was,  im* 
was  not  ordered  to  keep  this  proceeding  a  ing  his  government,  in  any  place  or  office  wbil* 
secret ;  he  sent  up,  and  found   that  great  and  ever  ;  yet,  though  we  shoukl  readily  admit, 
respectable  man,  and  respectable  magistrate,  that  we  could  not  do  the  whole  without  it,  it 
wIm>  was    in  all   those  high  offices,   which  I  the  same  time,  rather  than  make  a  geoenl 
have  stated ;  and  if  I  was  to  compare  them  to  massacre  of  every  person  presumed  to  be  uo* 
circumstances  and  situations  in  this  country,  I  der  his  influence,  we  would  leave  some  of  his 
should  say,  he  had  united  in  himself  the  cha-  crimes  unproved.    He  did  avow  and  declait, 
racter  of  first  lord  of  the  treasury ;  the  cha-  that,  unless  he  turned  all  these  persons  out  of 
racter  of  chief  justice  ;  the  character  of  lord  their  offices,  he  could  never  hope  to  come  at  the 
'high  chancellour,  and  the  character  of  arch-  truth  of  any  charges  against  Mahomed  Ren 
bishop  of  Canterbury ;  a  man  of  great  gravity,  Khiln  ;  against  whom  no  q>ecific  charge  had 
dignity,  and  authority,  and  advanced  in  years;  been  made.     Tet  upon   loose   and   general 
had  once  £.100,000  a  year  for  the  support  of  charges  did  he  seize  upon  this  man,  confine 
his  dignity ;  and  had  at  that  time  £.60,000.  him  in  this  manner,  and  every  person,  whode- 
This  man,  sitting  in  his    garden,  reposing  rived  any  place  or  authority  from  him,  high  oi 
himself  after  the  toils  of  his  situation  ;  for  he  low,  was  turned  out.    Mr.  Hastings  hiuj,  is 
was  one  of  the  most  laborious  men  in  the  wor\d ;  the  company's  orders,  something  to  justify  him 
was  suddenly  arrested,  and  without  a  moment's  in  rigour,  but  he  had  likewise  a  prudential 
respite,  dragged  down  to  Cakutta,  and  there  power  over  that  rigour;  and  he  not  only  treated 
by  Mr.  Hastings  (exceeding  the  orders  of  the  this  man  in  the  manner  deacribed,  but  every 
company)  confined  near  two  years,  under  a  human  creature  connected  with  him,  as  if  they 
guard  of  soldiers.      Mr.  Hastings  kept  this  had  been  all  guilty,  without  any  charge  what- 
great  man  for   several  months  without  even  ever  against  them.    These  are  his  reasons  for 
attempting  the  trial  upon  him.    How  he  tried  taking  this  extraordinary  step, 
him  afterwards  your  lordships  may  probably  '<  1  pretend  not  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
in  the  course  of  this  business  inquire :  and  you  others.     My  own  were    these.     Mahomed 
will  then  judge  from  the  circumstances  of  that  Reza  Khan's  influence  still  prevailed  gene- 
trial,  that,  as  he  was  not  tried  for  his  crime,  rally  throughout  the  country.    In  the  nabob's 
BO  neither  was  he   acquitted    for  his  inno-  household,  and  at  the  capital,  it  was  scarce 
cence ;— but,  at  present,  I  leave  him  in  that  affected  by  his  present  disgrace.    His  favour 
situation.     Mr.  Hastings,  unknown   to  the  was   still  courted,   and  his   anger   dreaded, 
council,  having  executed  the  orders  of  the  Who,  under   such  discouragements,    would 
company  in  the  last  degree  of  rigour  to  this  give   information  or  evidence    against  bim? 
unhappy   man,  keeps  him  in  that  situation.  His  agents  and  creatures  filled  every  office 
without  a  trial,  under  a  guard,  separated  from  of  the  nizamut  and  dewannee.    How  was  the 
his  country,  disgraced,  and  dishonoured,  and  truth  of  his  conduct  to  be   investigated  by 
by  Mr.  Hastings's  express  order  not  suflered  these  ?  It  would  be  superfluous  to  add  other 
either  to  make  a  visit  or  receive  a  visitor.  arguments  to  show  the  necessity  of  prefacing 
There  was    another  commission  for  Mr.  the  inquiry  by  4>reaking  his  influence,  remov- 
Hastings  contained   in  these    orders.      The  ing  his  dependants,  and  putting  the  direction 
company,  because  they  were  of  opinion,  that  of  all  the  affairs,  which  had  been  committed 
justice  could  not  be  easily  obtained  while  the  to  his  care,  into  the  hands  of  the  most  power- 
first  situations  of  the  country  were  filled  with  ful  or  active  of  his  enemies." 
thb  man's  adherents,  desired  Mr.  Hastings  to  My  lords,  if  im,  of  the  House  ofConaaaui, 
displace   them ;   leaving   him    a  very  large  were  to  desire  and  to  compel  the  East-India 
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Company,  or  to  addresn  the  crown,  to  remove  ways,  in  which  great  men  in  the  East  lecare 
according  to  their  several  situations  and  se-  men  to  their  interest.    He  never  trusted  his 
veral  capacities  every  creature,  that  had  been  colleagues  with  the  secret ;  and  the  person, 
put  into  office  by  Mr.  Hastings,  because  we  that  he  employed  to  prosecute  Mahomed  Reza 
could  otherwise  make  no  inquiry  into  his  con-  Kh^n,  was  his  bitter  enemy,  Nundcomar.    I 
duct,  i^ould  we  not  be  justified,  by  his  own  will  not  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  the  cir- 
example,    in  insisting  upon  the  removal  of  cumstance  of  enmity  disables  a  person  from 
every  creature  of  the  reigning  power  before  being  a  prosecutor ;  under  some  circumstances 
we  could  inquire  into  his  conduct?    We  have  it  renders  a  man  incompetent  to  be  a  witness; 
not  done  that,  though  we  feel,  as  he  felt,  great  but  this  I  know,  that  the  circumstance  of  hav- 
disadvantages   in  proceeding  in  the  inquiry,  ing  no  other  person  to  rely  upon  in  a  charge 
while  every  situation  in  Bengal  is  notoriously  against  any  man,  but  his  enemy,  and  of  having 
beld  by  his  creatures,  always  excepting  the  first  no  other  principle  to  go  upon  than  what  is 
of  all,  but  which  we  could  show  is  nothing  un-  supposed  to  be  derived  out  of  that  enmity, 
dfir  such  circumstances.    Then  what  do  1  infer  must  form  some  considerable  suspicion  against 
from  this?  from  his  obedience  to  the  orders  the  proceeding:  but  in  this  he  was  justified  by 
of  the  company  carried  so  much  beyond  ne-  the  company ;  for  Nundcomar,  the  great  rival 
cessity,  and  prosecuted  with  so  much  rigour ;  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n,  was  in  the  worst 
from  the  inquiry  being  suspended  for  so  long  situation  with  the  company  as  to  his  credit, 
a  time ;  from  every  person   in  office   being  This   Nundcomar's  politics   in  the  country 
removed  from  his  situation;  from  all  these  had  been  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  and  by 
precautions  being  used  as   prefatory  to  the  several  persons  joined  with  him,  cruelly  re- 
inquiry,  vi^en  he  himself  says,  that  afler  he  presented   to  the  company;  and  accordingly 
had  used  all  these  means,  he  found  not  the  he  stood  so  ill  with  them  by  reason  of  Mr. 
least  benefit  and  ad vant&gefi-om  them?      The  Hastings's  representations  and  those  of  his 
use  I  mean  to  make  of  this  is,  to  let  your  predecessours,  that  the  company  ordered  and 
lordships  see  the  great  probability  and  pre-  directed,  that,  if  he  could  be  of  any  use  in  the 
Mimption,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  finding  himself  inquiry  into  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn's  conduct, 
in  the  very  self-same  situation,  that  had  oc-  some  reward  should  be  given  him  suitable  to 
curred  the  year  before,  when  Nundcomar  was  his  services ;  but  they  caution  Mr.  Hastings 
■old  to  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n,  of  selling  Ma-  at  the  same  time  against  giving  him  any  trust, 
homed  Reza  Khdn    to  Nundcomar,  made  a  which  he  mi^t  employ  to  the  disadvantage  <^ 
corrupt  use  of  it,  and  that  as  Mahomed  Reza  the  company.     Now,  Mr.  Hastings  begafli 
E3iA.a  was  not  treated  with  severity  for  his  before  he  could  experience  any  service  from 
crimes,  so  neither  was  he  acquitted  for  his  him,  by  giving  him  his  reward,  and  not  the 
innocence.      The  company   had  given  Mr.  base  reward  of  a  base  service,  monet/,  but 
Hastings  severe  orders,  and  very  severely  had  every  trust  and  power,  which  he  was  prohibit* 
he  executed  them.    The  company  gave  him  ed  from  giving  him.    Having  turned  out  every 
no  orders  not  to  institute  a  present  inquiry  ;  one   of  Mahomed  Reza  Khztn's  dependants, 
but  he,  under  pretence  of  business,  jieglected  he  filled  every  office,  as  he  avows,  with  the 
that  inquiry,  and  suffered  this  man  to  languish  creatures  of  Nundcomar.    Now  when  he  uses 
in  prison  to  the  utter  ruin  of  his  fortune.  a  cruel  and  rigorous  obedience  in   the  case 
We  have  in  a  part  shown  your  lordships  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  when  he  breaks 
what  Mr.  Hastings's  own  manner  of  proceed-  through  the  principles  of  his  former  conduct 
.ing  with  regard  to  a  public  delinquent  is ;  but  with  regard  to  Nundcomar,  when  he  gives  him, 
at  present  we  leave  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  Nundcomar,   trust,  whom  he  was  cautioned 
where  ho  was.    Do  your  lordships  think,  that  not  to  trust,  and  when  he  gives  him  that  reward 
there  is  no  presumption  of  Mr.  Hastings  hav-  before  any  serivce  could  be  done ;  I  say,  when 
ing  a  corrupt  view  in  this  business,  and  of  his  he  does  this  in   violation  of  the  company's 
having  put  this  great  man,  who  was  supposed  orders  and  his  own  principles,  it  is  the  strongest 
te  be  of  immense  wealth,  under  contributions  ?  evidence,  that  he  now  found  them  in  the  situa- 
Mr.  Hastings  never  trusted  his  colleagues  in  tion,  in  which  they  were  in  1765,  when  bribes 
this  procejsding,   and   what    reason  does  he  were  notoriously  taken,  and  that  each  party 
give  ?  why,  he  supposed,  that  they  must  be  was  mutually  sold  to  the  other,  and  faith  kept 
bribed  by  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n;for,says  he,  as  witli  neither.     The  situation,  in  which  Mr. 
Ididnotknowtheircharactersatthattime,Idid  Hastings  thus  placed   himself,   should  have 
not  know  whether  Mahomed  Reza  Khcin  had  been  dreaded  by  him  of  all  things,  because  he 
not  secured  them  to  his  interest  by  the  known  knew  it  was  a  situation,  in  which  the  most 
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had  takes  pboe  be-    nek  a  power  eaa  sifelj  be 
fon.  "  tnnt  to  your  local  knowlei^e  tbe  aelection  of 


TbereiauioibercirciJimtaoce,  wbicfaaerrea     aoaw   penam  wefl  qualified  fcr  tbe  a&in  of 
to  ibow,  that  in  the  penecutioo  of  these  great     g ■imH,  and  of  whoae  attarhmrat  to  tiie 


mee,  aod  the  peraooi  employed  bj  them,  be     coawpaay  joa  diafl  be  well 

could  hare  do  other  view  thao  to  extoit  woauej     pnaoa  70a  wil  reeooNneod  to  tbe  aabob,  to 


firom  them.    There  was  a  peraon  oftheBaae     aacccKd  Mahomed  Rexa^  aa  minwter  of  tbe 
of  Shitabroff  who  had  a  great  share  in  tbe     g ■imH,  and    goardiaB  of  tbe   odbob's 


conduct  of  the  rereoQes    of  Bahar.     Mr.     mioori^ ;  and  we  persoade  oarsehcs,  that 
Hastings,  in  the  letter  to  the  company,  00m-     tbe  nabob  will  pay  ancfa  regard  to  your  recon- 


plainingof  the  state  of  their  affairs,  aod  saying,  fndatiooas  toinveatbim  with  tbe  neccssay 

that  nSben  were  great  and  suspicioiis  halancea  power  and  aotbori^. 

in  the  kingdom  of  Bahar,  does  not  erea  name  "  As  tbe  advantages,  which  tbe  coapaaj 

the  name  of  Shitabroy.    There  was  an  Eng-  wmj  receive  fiom  the  appoiolmeat  of  such  mi- 

lish  couneeDour,  a   partiodar  friend  of  Mr.  aisler,  will  depend  on  lus  readiness  to  proaote 

Hastings's  there,  ooder  whose  oontroul  Shita-  oar  riews  and  adrance  our  iirterest,  we  are 

broy  acted.    Without  any  diarges,  withoat  willing  to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratificatioa 

any  orders  from  the  company,  Mr.  Hastings  as  may  excite  his  zeal,  and  inanre  bis  attacfa- 

dragged  down  that  same  Shitabroy,  and  in  the  ment  to  tbe  company ;  we  titerduie  empower 

same  ignominious  prison  he  kept  him  the  same  you  to  grant  to  the  persoo,  whom  yoa  rial 

length  of  time,  that  is,  one  year  and  three  think  worthy  of  this  trust,  an  annual  alow- 

months,  without  trial;    and  when   the  trial  ance,  noC  exceeding  three   lacks  of  rupees, 

came  on,  there  was  as  much  appearance  of  which  we  consider  iM>t  only  as  a  raonificent 

collusion  in  the  trial  as  there  was  of  rigour  reward  fcr  any  aeivicca  be  afaaO  reader  tlie 

in  the  previous  process.    This  is  the  manner,  company,  but  aufficicat  to  enable  him  to  sq>« 

in  which  Mr.  Hastings  executed  the  command  port  his  station  with  suitable  rank  aaddignity. 

of  the  company  (or  removing  Mahomed  R«a  And  here  vre  must  add,  that  in  the  dxnoe 

Khdn.  you  sbaC  make  of  a  person  to  be  the  active 

When  a  succcssour  to  Mahomed  RezaKh&n  mbister  of  the  nabob's  goremment,  vie  hope 

was  to  be  appomted,  your  locd^ips  naturally  and  trust,  diat  you  will  show  yoiHsdves  wor- 

expect  from  the  character  I  have  given  of  him,  thy  of  the  confidence  we  have  placed  in  yoa  by 

and  from  the  nature  of  his  functions,  that  Mr.  being  actuated  therein  by  no  other  motives 

Hastings  would  be  particularly  preciK,  wouU  than  those  of  the  public  good,  and  the  safety 

use  the  utmost  possible  care  in  nominating  a  and  interest  of  tbe  company." 

person  to  succeed  him,  who  might  fulfil  the  My  lords,  here  they  have  girea  a  reward, 

ends  and  objects  of  his  employment ;  and  be,  and  they  have  described  a  person  fit  to  sue* 

at  the  same  time,  beyond  all  doubt  and  bus-  ceed  in  all  capacities  tbe  man,  whom  tbey 

picion  of  corruption  in  any  way  whatever,  had  thought  fit  to  depose,    ^ow,  as  we  bare 

Let  us  now  see  how  he  fills  up  that  office  thus  seen  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  the  corapsDy^ 

vacant.      When  the  company  ordered  Ma-  orders  in  die  nunner  of  removing  Mahomed 

honied  Reza  Kb^n  to  be  dL^XMsessed  of  bis  Reza  Kh&n  fitxn  his  office ;  let  us  see  how  he 

office,  they   ordered  at  the   same   time,  that  obeyed  their  order  for  fiffing  it  op.    Tear  lord- 

the  salary  of  his  soccessour  should  be  reduced ;  ships  wiD  naturally  suppose,  that  he  made  ifl 

that   £^,000,  was  a  sufficient  recompense  tbe  orders  of  Mabomefhia  and  Hindoo  princes 

for  that  office.    Your  lordships   will  see  by  to  pass  in    strict   review  before  bin;  that 

the  allowance  for  the  office,  even  reduced  as  it  he  had  considered  their  age,  audiority,  dif> 

was,  that  they  expected  some  man  of  great  nity,  the  goodness    of  their    manners  ;  aod 

eminence,  of  great  consequence,  and  fit  for  upon  tbe  collation  of  all  these  circomsrances 

those  great  and  various  trusts.    They  cut  off  has  chosen  a  person  fit  to  be  a  regent  to  guard 

the  dewannee  frum  it,  that  is,  the  collection  the  nabob's  minority  from  all  rapacity  wbat- 

of  the  revenues ;  and  having  lessened  his  la-  ever,  and  fit  to  instruct  him  in  every  thiag. 

hours,  they  lessened  his  reward :  they  ordered,  I  will  give  your  Uirdsbips  Bfr.  Hastings's  own 

that  this  person,  who  was  to  be  guardian  of  idea  c^  tbe  parson  necessAiry  to  fill  sodi  e^ 

the   nabob  in  his  minority,  and  who  was  to  fices  : 

represent  the  government,  should  have  but  "  That  his  rank  ought  to  be  sodi,  as  at 

£.90,000.    The  order  they  give  is  diis :  least  ought  not  to  wound  tbe  nabob's  honoor, 

<<  And  that  as  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  can  no  or  lessen  his  credit  in  the  estlmatioB  of  the 

longer  be  considered  by  us  as  one,  to  whom  people  by  the  magisterial  ooamand,  which 
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die  new  gaardian  must  exerciae  over  him ;  nabob  came  to  tbe  muanud,  there  was  no 

widi  abHities  and  vigour  of  mind  equal  to  the  ground  for  keeping  this  woman  any  longer  in 

support  of  that  authority ;  and  the  world  wiU  that  situation ;  and  upon  an  application  of  the 

expect,  that  the  guardian  be  especially  qua-  company  to  Mahomed  Reza  Khin,  to  know 

lified  by  his  own  acquired  endowm^its   to  who  ought  to  have  the  right  of  superiouri^  ; 

discharge  the  duties  of  that  relation  in  the  he  answered,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  that 

education  of  his  young  pupil,  to  inspire  him  Jthough  all  the  women  of  the  seraglio  oOght  to 

with   sentiments   suitaliie  to  his  birth,  and  have  honour,  yet  the  mother  of  the  nabob 

to  instruct  him  in  the  principles  of  his  reli-  ought  to  have  the  superiourity  of  it^  Therefore, 

gion."  this  woman  was  removed,  and  the  mother  of 

This,  upon  another  occasion,  is  Mr.  Has-  the  nabob  was  placed  in  her  situation.  In 
tings's  sense  of  the  man,  who  ought  to  be  that  situation  Mr.  Hastings  found  the  seraglio, 
placed  in  that  situation  of  trust,  in  which  the  If  his  duties  had  gone  no  further  than  the  re- 
company  ordered  him  to  place  him.  Did  Mr.  gulation  of  an  eastern  household,  he  ought  to 
Hastings  obey  that  order  ?  No,  my  lords,  he  have  kept  the  nabob's  mother  there  by  the 
appointed  no  man  to  fill  that  office.  What,  rules  of  that  country. 
no  man  at  all  !  No ;  he  appointed  no  person  What  did  he  do?  Not  satisfied  with  giving 
at  all  in  the  sense,  which  is  mentioned  there,  to  this  prostitute  every  favour,  tliat  she  could 
which  constantly  describes  a  person  at  least  of  desire,  (and  money  must  be  the  natural  object 
the  male  sex  :  he  appo*nted  a  woman  to  fill  c^  such  a  person)  Mr.  Hastings  deposes  the 
that  oflice  ;  he  appointed  a  woman  in  a  coun-  nabob's  own  mother,  turns  her  out  of  the  em- 
try  where  no  woman  can  be  seen,  where  no  ployment,  and  puts  at  the  head  of  the  se- 
woman  can  be  spoken  to  by  any  one  without  raglio  this  prostitute,  who  at  the  best,  in  re- 
a  curtain  between  them  ;  for  all  these  various  lation  to  him,  could  only  be  a  step-modier.  If 
duties,  requiring  all  these  qualifications  de-  you  heard  no  more,  do  your  lordships  want 
scribed  by  himself,  he  appointed  a  woman,  any  thing  further  to  c<Hivince  you,  that  this 
Do  you  want  more  proof  tlian  this  violent  must  be  a  violent,  atrocious,  and  corrupt  act  ? 
transgression  of  the  company's  orders  upon  suppose  it  had  gone  no  further  than  the  se- 
that  occasion,  that  some  corrupt  motive  must  raglio.  But  when  I  call  this  woman  a  dan- 
have  influenced  him  ?  cing  girl,  I  state  something  lower  than  the 

My  lords,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state  Europeans  have  an  idea  of  respecting  that 
the  situation  of  the  family,  that  you  may  situation.  She  was  bom  a  slave,  bred  a  dan- 
judge  from  thence  of  the  corrupt  motives  of  cing  girl.  Her  dancing  was  not  any  of  those 
Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  The  nabob  noble  and  ms^estic  movements,  which  make 
Jaffier  Ali  Khiin  had,  among  the  women  of  part  of  the  entertainment  of  the  most  wise,  of  * 
his  seraglio,  a  person  called  Munny  Begum ;  the  education  of  the  most  virtuous,  which  im- 
riie  was  a  dancing  girl,  whom  he  had  seen  at  prove  the  manners  without  corrupting  the  mo- 
some  entertainment ;  and  as  he  was  of  a  licen-  rals  of  all  civilized  people ;  and  of  which,  among 
tious  turn,  this  dancing  girl,  in  the  course  of  uncivilized  people,  the  professors  have  their 
her  profession  as  a  prostitute,  so  far  inveigled  due  share  of  admiration ;  but  these  dancers 
the  nabob,  that  having  a  child,  or  pretending  were  not  decent  to  be  seen,  nor  fit  to  be  rela- 
te have  had  a  child  by  him,  he  brought  her  ted.  I  shall  pass  them  by.  Your  lordships 
into  the  seraglio ;  and  the  company's  servants  are  to  suppose  the  lowest  degree  of  infamy  in 
sold  to  that  son  the  succession  of  that  father,  occupation  and  situation,  when  t  tell  you,  that 
This  woman  had  been  sokl  as  a  slave ;  her  Munny  Begum  was  a  slave,  and  dancing  girl, 
profession  a  dancer,  her  occupation  a  prosti-  The  history  of  the  Munny  Begum  is  this : 
tute.  And,  my  lords,  this  woman  having  put  "  At  a  village  called  Balcunda,  near  Sekin- 
her  natural  son,  as  we  state,  and  shall  prove,  dra,  there  lived  a  widow,  who,  from  her  great 
in  the  place  of  the  legitimate  offspring  of  the  poverty,  not  being  able  to  bring  up  her  daugh- 
nabob  ;  having  got  him  placed  by  the  com-  ter  Munny,  gave  her  to  a  slave  girl  belonging 
pany's  servants  on  the  musnud,  she  came  to  to  Suramin  Ally  Cawn,  whose  name  was 
be  at  the  head  of  that  part  of  the  household,  Bissoo.  During  the  space  of  five  years  she 
which  relates  to  the  women  ;  which  is  a  large  lived  at  Shahjehunabad,  and  was  educated  by 
and  considerable  trust  in  a  country  where  Bissoo  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing  girl, 
polygamy  is  admitted,  and  where  women  of  Afterwards  the  nabob  Shamut  Jung,  upon  the 
great  rank  may  possibly  be  attended  by  two  marriage  of  Ikram  ul  Dowlah,  brother  to  the 
thousand  of  the  same  sex  in  inferiour  situa-  nabob  Surageul  Dowlah,  sent  for  Bissoo  Beg's 
tions.    As  soon  as  the  legitimate  son  of  the  set  of  dancing  girls  firom  Shahjehunabad,  of 
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wfaidi  Monoy  Befom  wn  one,  tnd  allowed 
them  10,000  rupees  for  their  expenses,  to  dtnca 
at  the  wedding.  While  the  ceremony  was 
celebrating,  they  were  kept  by  thf  nab(4> :  but 
some  months  aflerward  he  dismissed  them, 
and  they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city. 
Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Cawn  then  took  them 
into  keeping,  and  allowed  Munny  and  her  set 
500  rupees  per  month;  till  at  length  finding, 
that  Munny  was  pregnant,  he  took  her  into 
his  own  house.  She  gare  birth  to  the  nabob 
Nijum  ul  Dowlah,  and  in  this  manner  has 
she  remained  in  the  nabob's  family  ever 
since.'* 

Now  it  required  a  very  peculiar  mode  of 
selection  to  take  such  a  woman,  so  circumstan- 
ced (resembling  whom  there  was  not  just  such 
another)  to  depose  the  nabob's  own  mother 
from  the  superiouri^  of  the  household,  and  to 
substitute  this  woman.    It  would  have  been 
an  abominable  abuse,  and  would  have  implied 
corruption  in  the    grossest   degree,  if  Mr. 
Hastings  had  stopped  there ;  he  not  only  did 
this,  but  he  put  Aer,  this  woman,  in  the  very 
place  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  ;  he  made 
her  guardian,  he  made  her  regent,  he  made  her 
viceroy,  he  made  her  the  representative  of  the 
native  government  of  the  country  in  the  eyes 
of  strangers.    There  was  not  a  trust,  not  a  dig- 
nity in  the  country,  which  he  did  not  put, 
during  the  minority  of  this  unhappy  person, 
her  step-son,  into  the  hands  of  this  woman. 
Reject,  if  you  please,  the  strong  presump- 
tion of  corruption  in  disobeying  the  order  of 
the  company  directing  him  to  select  a  mem 
fit  to  supply  the  place  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn, 
to  exercise  all  the  great  and  arduous  functions 
of  government,  and  of  justice,  as  welt  as  the 
regulations  of  the   nabob's  household;  and 
then  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  neither  your 
lordships,  nor  any  man  living,  when  he  hears 
of  this  appointment,  does  or  can  hesitate  a 
moment  in  concluding,  that  it  is  the  result  of 
corruption,  and  that  you  only  want  to  be  in- 
formed, what  the  corruption  was.    Here  is 
such  an  arrangement  as,  I  believe,  never  was 
before  heard  of— a  secluded  woman  in  the 
place  of  a  man  of  the  world :  a  &ntastic  dan- 
cing girl  in  the  place  of  a  grave  magistrate : 
a  slave  in  the  place  of  a  woman  of  quality :  a 
common  prostitute  made  to  superintend  the 
education  of  a  young  prince :  and  a  step-^no- 
ther,  a  name  of  horrour  in  all  countries,  made 
to  supersede  the  natural  mother,  fitwn  whose 
body  the  nabob  had  sprung ! 

These  are  circumstances,  that  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  grossest  and  most  flagrant  cor- 
ruption :  but  was  there  no  application  made 


to  Mr.  HMtingt  upoa  that  oocaskn?  Hi 
nabob's  unde,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  dedini 
to  be  a  man  of  no  dangerous  ambitiai,  no 
alarming  parts,  no   one   quality,  that  could 
possibly  exclude    him  from    that  situatioB, 
makes  an  applicatioa   to  Afr.  Hastings  lor 
that  place,  and  was  by  Mr.  Hastings  rejectei 
The  reason  he  gives   for   his  rejection  ii, 
because  he  cannot  put  any  man  in  it  wilboot 
danger  to  the  company,  who  had  ordered  bim 
to  put  a  man  into  it.     One  would  imagine  the 
trust  to  be  placed  in  him  was  such  as  enabled 
him  to  overturn  the  company  in  a  momest. 
Now  the  situation,  in  which  the  nabob's  lude 
Zeteram  O'Dowlah  would  have  been  piaoe^ 
was  this ;  he  wouki  have  bad  no  troops,  he 
wouki  have  had  no  treasury,  he  wouki  hare 
had  no  collections  of  revenue,  nothing  in  short, 
that   could  have  made   him  dangerous,  bat 
he  would  have  been  an  absolute  pensioner  and 
dependent  upon  the  company,  though  in  hi^ 
office ;  and  the  least  attempt  to  disturb  the 
company,  instead  of  increasing,  wouki  have 
been  subversive  of  his   own  power.    If  Mr. 
Hastings  should  still  insist,  that   there  mi^ 
be  danger  from  the  appointment  of  a  man,  we 
shall  prove,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  there 
could  be  no  danger  frook  any  one ;  that  the 
nabob  himself  was  a  mere  shadow — a  cij^er, 
and  was  kept  there  only  to  s<^en  the  English 
government  in  the  eyes  and  opinion  <^  the 
natives.     My  lords,  I  will  detail   these  cir- 
cumstances no  further,  but  will  brii^  some 
collateral  proofs  to  show,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
was  at  that  very  time  ccmscious  of  the  wicked 
and  corrupt  act  he  was  doing.    For,  besides 
this    foolish   principle    of  policy,  which   he 
gives  as  a  reason  for  defying  the  orders  d 
the  company,  and  for  insulting  the  country, 
that  had  never  before  seen  a  woman  in  that 
situation,  and  fas  declaration  to  the  ccmipany, 
that  their    government   cannot   be  supported 
by  private  justice  (a  &vourite  maxim,  which 
he  holds  upon   all  occasions)  besides  these 
reasons  which  he  gave  for  his  politic  injustice^ 
he  gives  the  following;    the   company   had 
ordered,  that  £.30,000  should  be  given  to  the 
person  appointed.    He  knew,  that  the  com- 
pany could  never  dream  of  giving  this  woman 
£.90,000  a  year,  and  he   makes  use  of  that 
circumstance  to  justify  him  in  putting  her  in 
that  place ;  for,  he  says,  the  company,  in  the 
distressed  state  of  its  affairs,  could  never  mean 
to  give  £.90,000  a  year  for  the  office,  ^kfa 
they  order  to  be  filled ;  and  accordingly,  upon 
principles  of  ceconomy,  as  well  as  upon  prin- 
ciples of  prudence,  he  sees  there  could  be  to 
occasion  for  giving  this  salary,  and  that  it 
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to  the  company.    But  no  looner  three  yean  after  he  ii  desired  to  produce  thif 

bis  ^ren  her  the  appointment,  than  that  account?  his  answer  is—''  I  can  save  the 

ointmeiit  became  a  ground  for  giving  her  board  the  (rouble  of  this  reference  by  acquain* 

I  money.     The  moment  he  had  appointed  ting  them,  that  no  such  accounts  have  ever 

y  lie  overturns  the   very  principle,   upon  been  transmitted,  nor,  as  I  can  affirm  with 

idft    he  appointed  her,  and  gives  the  £30,  most  certain  knowledge,  any  orders  given  for 

^  to  her,  amd  the  officers  under  her,  saving  that  purpose,  eithelr  to  Goordass,  to  whose 

.  one    shilling  to  the  company  by  this  infa-  office  it  did  not  properly  belong,  nof  to  the  be* 

«Mi  meauBure,  which  he  justified  only  upon  the  gum,  who  had  the  actual  charge  and  respon- 

ntciple    of  ceconomy.     The  £^,000  was  sibility  of  those  disbursements." 

ren,  the  principle  of  oeconomy  vanished,  a  He  has  given  to  this  woman  the  charge  of  all 

ac^Ling  arrangement  was  made,  and  Bengal  the  disbursements  of  the  company.    The  offi- 

«r  &  dancing  girl  administering  its  justice,  cer,  whom  you  would  imagine  would  be  respon- 

esiding  over  all  its  remaining  power,  wealth  sible,  was  not  responsible ;  but,  to  this  prostitute 

id  ii^uence,  exhibiting  to  the  natives  of  the  and  dancing  girl  the  whole  of  the  revenue  was 

lODtry  their  miserable  state  of  degradation,  given.    When  he  was  ordered  to  transmit  that 

ltd  the  miserable  dishonour  of  the  Englbh  account,  he  not  only  did  not  produce  that  ac- 

tmmpaaij  in  Mr.  Hattings's  abandonment  c(  all  count,  but  had  given  no  order,  that  it  should  be 

is  own  pretences*  kept ;  so  that  no  doubt  can  be  left  upon  your 

B«it  there  is  a  still   stronger  presumption ;  lordships'  minds,  that  the  sixteen  lacks,  which 

IS  company  ordered,  that  this  person,  who  were  reserved  for  the  support  uf  the  dignity  of 

raa  to  have  the  management  of  the  nabob's  the  government  of  that  country,  were  employed 

evenue,  and  who  was   to  be  his  guardian,  for  the  purpose  ofMr.  Hastings's  having  a  con- 

dioukl   keep  a  strict  account,  which  account  stant  biank,  from  which  he  could  draw  every 

ihoold    be  annually  transmitted  to  the  pre-  corrupt  emolument  he  should  think  fit  for  him> 

ndency,  and  by  the  presidency  to  Europe;  self  and.  his  associates.    Thus  your  lordships 

and  tlw   purpose  of  it  was  to  keep  a  controul  see,  that  he  appointed  an  improper  person  to 

spon   the   reduced   expenses  of  the  sixteen  the  trust  without  any  controul ;  and  that  the 

ladks,   which  were  ordered  in  the  manner  I  very  accounts,  which  were  to  be  the  guardians 

mentioned.     Tour  lordships   will   naturally  of  his  purity,  and  which  were  to  remove  sus- 

imagine,  that  that  controul  was  kept  safe ;  no,  picion  from  him,  he  neVcr  so  much  as  directed 

here  is  the  order  of  tlie  directors,  and  you  or  ordered.    If  any  one  can  doubt,  that  that 

will  see  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  it.  transaction  was  in  itself  corrupt,  I  can  only 

<<As  the  disbursements  of  the  sums  allotted  say,  that  his  mind  must  be  constituted  in  a 

to  the  nabob  for  the  maintenance  of  his  house-  manner  totally  diflTerent  from  that,  which  pre- 

bold,  and  family,  and  the  support  of  his  dignity,  vails  in  any  of  the  higher  or  lower  branches 

will  pass  through  die  hands  of  the  minister,  of  judicature  in  any  country  in  the  world, 

who  shall  be  selected  by  you,  conformable  to  The  suppression  of  an  account  is  a  proof  of 

our  preceding  orders,  we  expect,  that  you  will  corruption. 

require  such  minister  to  deliver  annually  to  When  Mr.  Hastings  committed  these  acts 

your  board  a  regular  and  exact  account  of  the  of  violence  against  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n, 

application  of  the  several  sums  paid  by  the  when  he  proceeded  to  make  arrangements  in 

company  to  the  nabob.     This  you  will  strictly  the  company's  aflfairs  of  the  same  kind  with 

examine ;  and  we  trust,  that  you  will  not  suflfer  those,  in  which  corruption  had  been  before 

any  part  of  the  nabob's  stipend  to  be  appro-  exercised,  he  was  bound  by  a  particular  r<< 

priated  to  the  minister's  own  use,  or  wasted  sponsibility,  that  there  should  be  nothing  mys- 

amoog  the   unnecessary  dependants    of  the  terious  in  his  own  conduct ;  and  that  at  least 

court;  but,  that  the  whole  amount  bo  applied  to  all  the  accounts  should  be  well  kept.    He  ap- 

the  purposes,  for  which  it  was  assigned  by  us."  pointed  a  person  nominally  for  that  situation, 

One  would  have  imagined,  that  after  Mr.  namely,  the  rajah  Goordass.    Who  was  he  ? 

Hastings  had  made  so  suspicious  an  arrange-  A  person  acting,  he  says,  under  the  influence 

ment  (1  will  not  call  it  by  any  worse  name)  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  whom  he  had  declared 

he  would  have  removed  alt  suspicion  with  re-  was  not  fit  to  be  employed  or  trusted ;  all  the 

gard  to  money;  that  he  would  have  obeyed  the  offices  were  filled  by  him.  But  had  rajah  Goor- 

oompany  by  constituting  the  controul,  which  dass,  whose  character  is  that  of  an  excellent 

they  had  ordered  to  be  placed  over  a  man,  even  man,  against  whom  there  could  li^  no  reason- 

a  fit  man,  and  a  man  worthy  of  the  trust  com-  able  objection  on  account  of  his  personal  cha- 

mitted  to  him.    But  what  is  his  answer,  when  racter ;  and  whose  want  of  talents  was  to  be 
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mipplied  by  those  of  Nundcomar ;  (and  of  hu  knowing  all  the  resources,  by  which  sinitv 

parts  Mr.  Hastings  spoke  as  highly  as  possi-  emolument  may  be  made,  and  concealed,  mt 

ble)  had  he,  I  say,  the  management?    No;  which,  under  pretences  of  public  good, bhj 

but  Munny  Begum.    Did  she  keep  any  ao-  be  transferred  into  the  pocket  of  him,  who 

counts?  No;    Mr.   Hastings   was   ordered,  uses  those  pretences.     He  is  resohred,  if  he 

and  a  very  disagreeable  and  harsh  order  it  was,  is  innocent,  that  his  innocence  rtiall  not  pro- 

to  take  away  one  half  of  the  nabob's  allowance,  eeed  from  ignorance.      He  well  knows  the 

which  he  had  by  treaty.     1  do  not  charge  Mr.  ways  of  falsifying  the  company's  accoimti;  be 

Hastings  with  this  reduction ;  he  had  nothing  well  knows  the  necessities  of  the  natives,  and 

to  do  with  that.    Sixteen  lacks  were  cut  off,  he  knows,  that  by  paying  a  part  of  their  doea, 

and  sixteen  left ;  these  two  sums  had  been  they  will  be  ready  to  give  an  acquittaoce  d 

distributed,  one  for  the  support  of  the  seraglio,  the  whole.  These  are  parts  of  Mr.  Hastinp's 

and  the  dignity  of  the  state  ;  the  other  for  the  knowledge,  of  which  your  lordships  will  see 

court  establishment,  and  the  household.     The  he  also  well  knows  how  to  avail  himself, 

sixteen  lacks,  which  was  leR,  therefore,  requi-  But,  you  would  expect,  when  he  reduced 

red  to  be  ceconomized,  and  well  administered,  the  allowance  to  sixteen  lacks,  and  took  credit 

There  was  a  rigour  in  the  company's  order  re-  to  himself  as  if  he  had  done  the  thing,  wfaidi 

lative  to  it,  which  was,  that  it  should  take  he  professed,  and  had  argued  from  his  rigoor 

place  from  an  antedated  time,  that  is,  a  whole  and  cruelty  his  strict  and  literal  obedience le 

year  prior  to  the  communication  of  their  order  the  company,  that  he  had  in  reality  done  it 

to  the  nabob.     The  order  was,  that  the  nabob's  The  very  reverse ;  for  it  will  be  in  proof,  that, 

stipend  should  be  reduced  to  sixteen  lacks  a  afler  he  had  pretended  to  reduce  the  company's 

year  from  the  month  of  January.  Mr.  Hastings  allowance,   he  continued   it  a   twelve-month 

makes  this  reflection  upon  it,  in  order  lo  leave  from  the  day,  in  which  he  said  he  had  entirely 

no  doubt  upon  your  mind  of  his  integrity  in  executed  it,  to  the  amount  of  £30,000,  and 

administering  that  great  trust ;  he  says :  entered  a  false  account  of  the  suppression  in 

''Your  order  for  the  reduction  of  the  nabob's  the  company's  accounts;  and   when  he  htf 

stipend  was  communicated  to  him  in  the  month  taken  a  credit,  as  under  pretence  of  redacin{ 

of  December  1771.    He  remonstrated  against  that  allowance,  he    paid  <£. 90,000  more  than 

it,  and  desired  it  might  be  again  referred  to  he  ought.    Can  you  then  have  a  doubt,  after 

the  company.    The  board  entirely  acquiesced  all  these  false  pretences,  after  all  this  fraud, 

in  his  remonstrance,  and  the  subsequent  pay-  fabrication  and  suppression,  which  he  made 

ments  of  his  stipend  were  paid  as  before.    I  use  of,  that  that  i>.90,000,  of  which  he  kept  no 

might  easily  have  availed  myself  of  this  plea,  account,  and    transmitted    no   account,  was 

I  might  have  treated  it  as  an  act  of  the  past  money  given  to  himself  for  his  own  private 

government,  with  which  I  had   no  cause  to  use  and  advantage  ? 

interfere,  and  joined  in  asserting  the  impossi-  This  is  all,  that  I  think  necessary  to  stale 

bility  of  his  defraying  the  vast  expense  of  his  to  your  lordships  upon  this  monstrous  part  of 

court  and  household  without  it,  which  I  could  the  arrangement ;  and  therefore,  from  his  rigo- 

have  proved  by  plausible   arguments,  drawn  rous  obedience  in  cases  of  cruelty,  and  where 

fi-om  Uie  actual  amount  of  nizamut  and  behla  controul  was  directed,  from  his  total  disob^ 

establishments  ;  and  both  the  nabob  and  begum  dience,  and  from  his  choice  of  persons,  fitwi 

would  have  liberally  purchased  my  forbearance,  his  suppression  of  the  accounts,  that  ought  to 

Instead  of  pursuing  this  plan,  I  carried  your  have  been  produced ;  and   falsifying  the  ac- 

orders  rigidly  and  literally  into  execution.    I  counts,  that  were  kept,  there  arises  a  strong 

undertook  myself  the  laborious  and  reproachful  inference  of  corruption.    When  your  lordships 

task  of  limiting  his  charges,  from  an  excess  of  see  all  this  in  proof,  your  lordships  will  jib- 

his  former  stipend,  to  the  sum  of  his  reduced  tify  me  in  saying,  that  there  never  was  (tak- 

allowance."  ing  every  part  of  the  arrangement)  such  a 

He  says,  in  another  place,  direct  open  violation  of  any  trust.    I  shall  say 

"  The  stoppage  of  the  king's  tribute  was  an  no  more  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of 

act  of  mine.j  *  *  *  ♦    for  the  remainder."  Munny  Begum. 

My  lords,  I  believe  it  is  a  singular  thing,  and  My  lords,  here  ended  the  first  scene,  and 

what  your  lordships  have  been  very  little  used  here  ends  that  body  of  presumption  arising 

to,  to  see  a  man  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Has-  from  the  transaction,  and  inherent  in  it    My 

tings,  or  in  any  situation  like  it,  so  ready  in  lords,  the  next  scene,  that  I  am  lo  bring 

before  you,  is  the  positive  pro<^of  oomiptioo 

t  Document  not  found.  in  this  transaction,  in  which  I  am  sure,  you 
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mdy  see,  that  corruption  must  exist.    The  any  question  of  mere  curiosity.    I  am  will- 

jrge  was  brought  by  a  person  in  the  highest  ing,  however,  to  inform  the  govemour-general, 

It   and  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings,  a  that  though  I  was  totally  unacquainted  with 

non  employed  in  the  management  of  the  the  contents  of  the  paper  I  have  now  delivered 

ole    transaction;   a   person,  to  whom  the  in  to  the  board,  till  I  heard  it  read,  I  did 

joagexnent,  subordinate  to  Munny  Begum,  apprehend  in  general,  that  i^ contained  some 

all  the   pecuniary  transactions,  and  all  the  charge  against  him.    It  was  this  apprehension, 

angements  made  upon  that  occasion,  was  that  made  me  so  particularly  cautious  in  the 

Tusted.  manner  of  receiving  the  rajah's  letter.    I  was 

On  the  1 1  til  day  of  March  1775,  Nundcomar  not  acquainted  with  rajah  Nundcomar's  inten- 

r^  to  Mr.  Francis,  a  member  of  the  council,  tion  of  bringing  in  such  charges  as  are  men- 

(diarge  against  Mr.  Hastings,  consisting  of  tioned  in  the  letter. 

x>  parts.     The  first  of  these  charges  was  a  *'  Warren  Hastings. — ^J.  Clavering.— Geo. 

Mt  number  of  corrupt  dealings,  with  respect  Monson. — P.  Francis.'* 

mrhich  he  was  the  informer,  not  the  witness.  Now  what  the  duty  of  Mr.  Hastings  and 

It  to   which  he  indicated  the  modes  of  inquiry  the  council  was  upon  receiving  such  infbrma- 

id  they  are  corrupt  dealings,  as  Mr.  Has-  tion,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  lord- 

n^  himself  states  them,  amounting  to  mil-  ships  from  the  company's  orders :  but,  befi>r0 

ciiui  of  rupees ;  and  in  transactions,  every  one  I  read  them,  I  must  observe,  that  in  pursuance 

r  tvhich  implies  in  it  the  strongest  degree  of  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  was  supposed 

arruption.  to  be  made  upon  account  of  the   neglect  of 

1*he  next  part  was  of  those,  to  which  he  the   company,    as   well   as    the   neglects  of 

ras  not  only  an  informer  but  a  witness,  in  their  servants,  and  for  which  general  neglects 

iaring  been  the  person,  who  himself  trans-  responsibility  was  fixed  upon  the  company  for 

^tted  the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  the  future,  while  for  the  present  their  author- 

igents  of  Mr.  Hastings;  and  accordingly  upon  ity  was  suspended,  and  a  parliamentary  com- 

his  part,  which  is  the  only  part  we  charge,  his  mission  sent  out  to  regulate  their  affairs,  the 

fvidence  is  clear  and  fiill,  that  he  gave  the  company  did,  upon  that  occasion,  send  out  a 

Boney  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  he  and  the  begum  general  code  and  body  of  instructions  to  be 

[Ibr  I  put  them  together).    He  states,  that  Mr.  observed  by  their  servants ;  in  the  35th  para- 

Hastings  received   for   the  appointment   of  graph  of  which  it  is  said, 

Munny  Begum  to  the  rajahship  two  lacks  of  "  We  direct,  that  you  immediately  cause 

rupees,  or  about  £.22,000:  and  that  he  received  the  strictest  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  op- 

in  another  gross  sum  one  lack  and  an  half  of  pressions,  which  may  have  been  committed 

rupees,  in  all  making  three  lacks  and  an  half,  either  against  the  natives,  or  Europeans;  and 

or  about  £.36,000.    This  charge  was  signed  into  all  abuses,  that  may  have  prevailed  in 

by  the  man,  and  accompanied  with  the  ac-  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part  of 

count.  the  civil  government  of  the  presidency ;  and 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  that  day,  made  no  reflec-  that  you  communicate  to  us  all  information, 

tion  or  observation  whatever  upon  this  charge,  which  you  may  be  able  to  learn  relative  there- 

except  that  he  attempted  to  excite  some  sus-  to,  or  to  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of 

picion,  that  Mr.  Francis,  who  had  produced  the  company's  money .'^ 

it,  was  concerned  in  the  charge,  and  was  the  Your    lordships  see  here,  that  there  is  a 

principal  mover  in  it.    He  asks  Mr.  Francis  direct  duty  fixed  upon  them  to  forward,  to 

dutt  day  this  question ;  promote,  to  set  on  foot,  without  exception  of 

"  The  govemour-general  observes,  as  Mr.  suiy  persons  whatever,  an  inquiry  into  all  man- ' 

Francis  has  been  pleased  to  inform  the  board,  ner  of  corruption,  peculation,  and  oppression, 

that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of-  Therefore  this  charge  of  Nundcomar's  was 

the  letter  sent  in  to  the  board  by  Nundcomar,  a  case  exactly  within  the  company's  orden ; 

that  he  thinks  himself  justified  in  carrying  such  a  change  was  not  sought  oQt,  but  was 

his  curiosity  further  than  he  should  have  per-  actually  laid  before  them ;  but  if  it  had  not 

mitted  himself  without  such  a  previous  inti-  been  actually  laid  before  them ;  if  they  had 

maticHi ;  and  therefore  begs  leave  to  ask  Mr.  any  reason  to  suspect,  that  such  corruptions 

Francis,  whether  he  was,  before  this,  acquaint-  existed,  they  were  bound  by  this  order  to 

ed  with  Nundcomar's  intention  of  bringing  make  an  active  inquiry  into  them.    Upon  that 

■oefa  charges  against  him  before  the  board  ?  day  (11th  March  1775)  nothing  further  passed ; 

**  Mr.  Francis. — As  a  member  of  this  coun-  and,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  chargO} 

ell»  I  do  not  deem  myself  obliged  to  answer  as  fkr  as  we  find,  might  have  stood  upon  th* 
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reeonli  for  erer,  wkhout  hit  making  th«  wu  every  means  of  coflation  crety  meins 
imallest  obaenration  upon  it,  or  taking  any  of  comparison— every  means  of  cron  ex* 
one  step  to  dear  his  own  character.  But  amining^-every  means  of  cootroul.  There 
Niindcoraar  was  not  so  inattentive  to  his  was  every  way  of  si  Hing  evidence,  in  which 
duties  as  an  accuser,  as  Mr.  Hastings  was  evidence  couid  be  sifled.  Kleven  witnesses 
to  his  duties  as  an  inquirer  ;  for  vtithout  a  to  the  transaction  are  referred  to;  all  the  par- 
moment's  delay,  upon  the  first  board  day,  two  ticulars  of  the  payment,  every  circumstance, 
days  after,  Nundcomar  came  and  delivered  the  that  could  give  the  person  accused  the  ad- 
following  letter :  vantage  of  showing  the  falsehood  of  the  so- 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  in  a  cusation,  were  specified.  General  accusations 
letter  of  the  11th  instant,  an  abstracted  but  may  be  treated  as  calumnies,  but  particular 
true  account  of  the  honourable  govemour  in  accusations,  like  these,  afford  the  defendant, 
the  course  of  his  administration.  What  is  if  innocent,  every  possible  means  for  making 
there  written,  I  m^an  not  the  least  to  alter  ;  his  defence ;  therefore  the  very  making  no  de- 
iar  from  it.  I  have  the  strongest  written  fence  at  all  would  prove,  beyond  all  doubt,  a 
vouchers  to  produce  in  support  of  what  I  have  consciousness  of  guilt, 
advanced  :  and  I  wish  and  « ntreat,  for  my  The  next  thing  for  your  lordships'  con- 
honour's  sake,  that  you  will  suffer  me  to  ap-  sideration  is  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings 
pear  before  you,  to  establish  the  fact  by  an  upon  this  occasion.  You  would  imagine, 
additional  incontestable  evidence."  that  he   wouM  have  treated  the  accusation 

My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  if  ever  there  with  a  cold  and  manly  disdain  :  that  he  would 


an  accuser,  that  appeared  well  and  with  have  challenged  and  defied  inquiry,  and  de- 
weight  before  any  court,  it  was  this  man.  sired  to  see  his  accuser  face  to  fkce.  This 
He  does  not  shrink  from  his  charge  ;  he  is  what  any  man  would  do  in  such  a  situation, 
offered  to  meet  the  person  he  charged,  face  to  I  can  conceive  very  well,  that  a  man  composed, 
fiu^,  and  to  make  good  his  charge  by  his  own  firm,  and  collected  in  himself,  conscious  of  not 
evidence,  and  further  evidence,  that  he  should  only  integrity,  but  known  integrity :  conscious 
produce.  Tour  lordships  have  also  seen  the  of  a  whole  life  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion : 
conduct  (^  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  first  day;  you  — ^hat  a  man,  placed  in  such  a  situatioo, 
have  seen  his  acquiescence  under  it ;  you  mi|^it  oppose  general  character  to  general  ac- 
have  seen  the  suspicion  he  endeavoured  cusatioo,  and  stand  collected  in  himself,  poised 
to  raise.  Now,  before  I  proceed  to  what  Mr.  on  his  own  base,  and  defying  all  the  calumnies 
Hastings  thought  of  it,  I  must  remark  upon  in  the  world.  But  as  it  shows  a  great  and  is 
this  accusation,  that  it  is  a  specific  accusa-  a  proof  of  a  virtuous  mind  to  despise  calumny, 
tion,  coming  from  a  person  knowing  the  very  it  is  the  proof  of  a  guilty  mind  to  despise  a 
transaction,  and  known  to  be  concerned  in  it ;  specific  accusation,  when  made  before  a  corn- 
that  it  was  an  accusation  in  writing,  that  it  potent  authority,  and  with  competent  means 
was  an  accusation  with  a  signature,  that  it  to  prove  it.  As  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  was 
was  an  a'^'CUsalioji  with  a  person  to  make  it  what  no  man  living  expected,  I  will  venture 
good,  that  it  was  made  before  a  competent  to  say,  that  no  expression  can  do  it  justice 
authority,  and  made  before  an  authority  bound  but  his  own.  Upon  reading  the  letter,  and  a 
to  inquire  into  such  accusation.  When  he  motion  being  made,  that  rajsih  Nundcomar  be 
comes  to  produce  bis  evidence,  he  tells  you,  brought  before  the  board  to  prove  the  chai^ 
first,  the  sums  of  money  given,  the  species,  in  against  the  govemour-general : 
whi<;l)  tl)ey  were  given,  the  very  bags,  in  The  govemour  general  enters  the  following 
whi«h  they  were  put,  the  exchange,  that  was  minute  \^ 

made   by    reducing   them    to   the   standard  *^  Before  the  question  is  put,  I  declare,  that 

money  of  the  country ;  he  names  all  the  per-  I  will  not  suffer  Nundcomar  to  appear  before 

tons,  through  whose  hands  the  whole  trans-  the  board  as  ray  accuser.    I  know  what  be- 

aotion  went,  eight  in  number,  besides  himself,  longs  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  fir^ 

Munny  Begum,  and  Goordass,  being  eleven,  member  of  this  aulministration,      I  will  not 

adl  referred  to  in  this  transaction.    I  do  be*  sit  at  this  board  in  the  character  of  a  crini- 

lieve,  that,  since  the  beginning  of  the  worki,  nal,  nor  do  I  acknowledge  the  members  of 

there  never  vvas  an  accusation,  which  was  this  board  to  be  my  judges.    I  am  reduced 

more   deserving  of  inquiry,  because   there  on  this  occasion  to  make  the  declaration,  that 

never  was  an  accusation,  which  put  a  false  I  look  upon  General  Clavering,  Cok»el  Mon- 

■fieuser  in  a  w^ra^  situation,  and  that  put  son,  andMr.  Francis,  as  my  aociwera.   Icaii- 

•B  hoQMt  defeodant  in  a  better;  for  thers  not  prove  thii  in  th«  direct  lectar  of  tha  law.  Wl 
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in  my  conscience  I  regard  them  as  such,  and  of  this  State  to  make  himself  the  carrier  of  a 

[  wiU  give  my  reasons  for  it.    On    their  ar-  letter,  which  would  have  been  much  mor« 

rival  at  this  place,  and  on  the  first  formation  properly  committed  to  the  hands  of  a  peon  or 

of  the  council,  they  thought  proper  to   take  hircarra,  or  delivered  by  the  writer  of  it  to 

immediate  and  decisive  measures,  in  contra-  the  secretary  himself. 

diction,andfortherepealofthose,  which  were  ''Mr.  Francis  has  acknowledged,  that  he- 
formed  by  me  in  conjunction  with  the  last  ad-  apprehended  in  general,  that  it  contained 
ministration.  I  appealed  to  the  court  of  di-  some  charge  against  me.  If  the  charge  was 
rectors  from  their  acts.  Many  subsequent  false  it  was  a  libel ;  it  might  have  been  false 
letters  have  been  transmitted  both  by  them  for  any  thing  that  Mr.  Francis  could  know  to 
and  me  to  the  court  of  directors.  By  me,  the  contrary,  since  he  was  unacquainted  with 
in  protestation  against  their  conduct ;  by  them  the  contents  of  it.  In  this  instance  therefore 
in  justification  of  it.  Quitting  this  ground,  he  incurred  the  hazard  of  presenting  a  libel  to 
they  since  appear  to  me  to  have  chosen  other  the  board;  this  was  not  a  duty  belonging  to 
modes  of  attack,  apparently  calculated  to  di-  his  office  as  a  counciUour  of  this  State.  I 
vert  my  attention,  and  to  withdraw  that  of  the  must  further  inform  the  board,  that  I  have 
public  from  the  subject  of  our  first  differences,  been  long  since  acquainted  with  Nundcomar*! 
which  regarded  only  the  measures,  that  were  intentions  of  making  this  attack  upon  me. 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service  ;  to  at-  Happily  Nundcomar,  among  whose  talents  for 
tacks  directly  and  personally  levelled  at  me  intrigue  that  of  secrecy  is  not  the  first,  has  been 
for  matters,  which  tend  to  draw  a  personal  ever  too  ready  to  make  the  first  publication  of 
and  popular  odium  upon  me :  and  fit  instru-  his  own  intentions.  I  was  shown  a  paper 
meats  they  have  found  for  their  purpose,  Mr.  containing  many  accusations  against  mOi 
Joseph  Fowke,  Mahrajah  Nundcomar,  Roop-  which  I  was  told  was  carried  by  Nundcomar 
narain  Chowdry,  and  the  ranny  of  Burdwan.  to  Colonel  Monson,  and  that  he  himself  was 

''It  appears  incontestably  upon  the  records  employed  for  some  hours  in  private  with  Colo* 

that  the    charges,  preferred   by  the   ranny  nel  Monson,  explaining  the  nature  of  those 

against  me,  proceeded  from  the  office  of  Mr.  charges. 

Fowke;  all  the  papers,  transmitted  by  her,  "I  mention  only  what  I  was  told;  but  as 

came  in   their  original  form  written  in  the  the  rest  of  the  report,  which  was  made  to  mOi 

English  language,  some  with  Persian  papers,  corresponds  exactly  with  what  has  happened 

of  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  transla-  since,  I  hope  I  shall  stand  acquitted  to  my 

tions,  but  all  strongly  marked  with  the  charac-  superiours  and  to  the  world  in  having  given  so 

ter  and  idiom  of  the   English  language.    I  much  credit  to  it,  as  to  bring  the  circumstance 

applied  on  Saturday  last  for  Persian  origi-  upon  record.    I  cannot  recollect  the  precise 

nals  of  some  of  the  papers,  sent  by  her,  and  I  time,  in  which  this  is  said  to  have  happened, 

was  refused :  I   am  justified  in  declaring  my  but  I  believe  it  was  either  before  or  at  the 

firm  belief,  that  no  such  originals  exist.  time  of  the  dispatch  of  the  Bute  and  Pacific. 

"  With  respect  to  Nundcomar's  accusa-  The  charge  has  since  undergone  some  altera- 
tions, they  were  delivered  by  the  hands  of  tion ;  but  of  the  copy  of  the  paper,  which  was 
Mr.  Francis,  who  has  declared,  that  he  was  delievered  to  me,  ccmtaining  the  original 
called  upon  by  rajah  Nundcomar,  as  a  duty  charge,  I  caused  a  translation  to  be  made : 
belonging  to  his  office  as  a  counciUour  when  suspecting  the  renewal  <^  the  subject  in 
of  this  State,  to  lay  the  packet,  which  con-  thb  day*s  consultation,  I  brought  it  with  me, 
tained  them,  before  the  board.  That  he  con-  and  I  desire  it  may  be  recorded,  that  when  bur 
ceived,  that  he  could  not,  consistent  with  his  superiours,  or  the  world,  if  the  world  is  to  be 
duty,  refuse  such  a  letter  at  the  instance  of  a  made  the  judge  of  my  conduct,  shall  be  pos> 
person  of  the  rajah's  rank,  and  did  according  sessed  of  these  materials,  they  may,  by  com* 
ly  receive  it,  and  laid  it  before  the  board ;  de-  paring  the  supposed  original  and  amended  list 
claring  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  unac-  of  accusations  preferred  agunst  me  by  Nund* 
quainted  with  the  contents  of  it.  I  believe,  comar,  judge  how  far  I  am  justified  in  die 
tiiat  the  court  of  directors,  and  those,  to  whom  credit,  whidi  I  give  to  the  reports  above  men- 
these  proceedings  shall  be  made  known,  will  tioned.  I  do  not  mean  to  infor  from  what  I 
think  difierently  of  this  action  of  Mr.  Fran-  have  said,  that  it  makes  any  altemtion  in  the 
CIS :  that  Nundcomar  was  guilty  of  great  in-  nature  of  the  diarges,  whether  tiiej  were 
solence  and  disrespect  in  the  demand,  whidi  delivered  immediately  firom  my  osteiisiUe 
be  made  of  Mr.  Francis ;  and  that  it  was  not  accusers,  or  whether  they  came  to  the  board 
a  duty  belonging  to  the  office  of  a  oouaciHoiir  tbroogh  the  channel  of  patronage;  but  It  k 
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•ufBcient  to  authorize  tho  comriction,  which  I  oomnum  leiise  in  it ;  you  see  one  great  leading 
feel  in  my  own  mind,  that  those  gentlemen  are  principle  in  it,  that  he  does  not  once  attempt 
parties  in  the  accusations,  of  which  they  assert  to  deny  the  charge  ;  he  attempts  to  vilify  the 
the  right  of  being  the  judges.    From  the  first  witness,  he  attempts  to  vilify  tluMO  he  supposes 
coromeDcement  of  this  administration  every  to  be  hu  accusers,  he  attempts  to  vilify  the 
means  have  been  tried  both  to  deprive  me  of  council ;  he  lags  upon  the  accusation,  he  mixes 
the  legal  authority,  with  which  I  have  been  it  with  other  accusations,  which  had  nothing 
trusted,  and  to  proclaim  the  annihilation  of  it  to  do  with  it,  and  out  of  the  whole  he  collects 
to  the  world ;  but  no  instance  has  yet  appeared  a  resolution,  to  do  what  ?  to  meet  his  adrer* 
of  this  in  so  extraordinary  a  degree  as  in  the  sary  and  defy  him?  No,  that  he  will  not  suffer 
question  now  before  the  board.    The  chief  of  him  to  appear  before  him :  he  says,  "  1  will  not 
the  administration,  your  superiour,  gentlemen,  sit  at  this  board  in  the  character  <^a  criminal, 
appointed  by  the  legislature  itself,  shall  I  sit  nordol  acknowledge  the  board  to  be  my  judges." 
at  this  board  to  be  arraigned  in  the  presence  of  He   was  not  called  upon  to  acknowledge 
a  wretch,  whom  you  all  know  to  be  one  of  the  them  to  be  his  judges ;  both  he  and  they  were 
basest  of  mankind?    I  believe  1  need  not  men-  called   upon  to  inquire   into   all   corruptk«s 
tion  his  name ;  but  it  is  Nundcomar.    Shall  I  without  exception  ;  it  was  his  duty  not  merely 
tit  here  to  hear  men  collected  from  the  dregs  to  traverse  aixl  oppose  them,  while  inquiring 
of  the  people  give  evidence,  at  his  dictating,  into  acts  of  corruption,  but  he  was  bcKind  to 
against  my  character  and  conduct  ?  1  will  not ;  take  an  active  part  in  it ;  that  if  they  had  a 
you  may  if  you  please  form  yourselves  into  a  mind  to  let  such  a  thing  sleep  up<xi  their  re- 
committee  for  the  investigation  of  these  mat-  cords,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  l^tMjght  (onnid 
ters  in  any  manner,  which  you  may  think  the  inquiry.    They  were  not  his  judges,  tbej 
proper ;  but  I  will  repeat,  that  I  will  not  meet  were  not  his  accusers  ;  they  were  his  fellow 
Nuiidcomar  at  the  board,  nor  suffer  Nund-  labourers  in  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  court 
comar  to  be  examined  at  the  board ;  nor  have  of  directors,  their  masters,  and  by  which  in- 
you  a  right  to  it,  nor  can  it  answer  any  other  quiry  he  might  be  purged  of  that  corruption, 
purpose  than  that  of  vilifying  and  insulting  me  with  which  he  stood  charged, 
to  insist  upon  it.  He  says,  Nundcomar  is  a  wretch,  whom 
"  I  am  sorry  to  have  found  it  necessary  to  you  all  know  to  be  Uie  basest  of  mankind.    I 
deliver  my  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  so  impofw  believe  they  did  not  know  the  pan  to  be  a 
tant  a  nature  in  an    unpremeditated  minute  wretch  or  the  basest  of  mankind  ;  but  if  he 
drawn  from  me  at  the  board,  which  I  should  was  a  wretch,  and  if  he  was  the  basest  of 
have  wished  to  have  had  leisure  and  retirement  mankind,  if  he   was  guilty  of  all  the  crimes, 
to  have  enabled  me  to  express  myself  with  that  with   which  we   charge   Mr.  Hastings  (not 
degree  of  caution  and  exactness,  which  the  one  of  which  was  ever  proved  against  him,) 
subject  requires.      I  have  said   nothing  but  if  any  of  your  lordships  were  to  have  the 
what  I  believe,  and  am  nM>rally  certain,  I  shall  misfortune  to  be  before  this  tribunal,  before 
stand  justified  for  in  the  eyes  df  my  superiours  any  inquest  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
and  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  but  I  reserve  to  my-  any  other  inquest  of  this  nation,  would  yon 
self  the  liberty  of  adding  my  fbrther  sentiments  not  say,  that   it  was  the  greatest  possible 
in  sudi  a  manner  and  form  as  I  shall  hereafter  advantage  to  you,  that   the    man,  who  ao- 
judge  necessary."  cused  you,  was  a  miscreant,   the  vilest  and 
Mylords,you  see  here  the  picture  of  Nund-  basest  of  mankind,  by  the  confession  of  aU 
comar  drawn  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself— you  the  work!  ?   Do  mankind  really  then  thudc, 
see  the  hurry,  the  passion,  the  precipitaticm,  that  to  be  accused   by  tnen  of  honour,  of 
tho  confhsion,  into  which  Mr.   Hastings  is  weight,  of  character,  up<Hi  probable  charges,  if 
thrown  by  the  perplexity  of  detected  guilt—  an  advantage  to  them,  and  that  to  be  accused 
you  ie6f  my  I<!>rd8,  that  instead  of  defending  by  tho  basest  of  mankind  is  a  disadvantage  ? 
hiihself,  he  rails  at  his  accuser  in  the  most  No ;  give  me,  if  ever  I  am  to  have  accusen. 
indecent  language,  calling  him  a  wretch,  whom  miscreants,  as  he  calls  him — ^wretches,  die 
they  all  knew  to  be  the  basest  of  mankind--  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind.     The  board 
thut  hd  rails  at  the  oounoil  by  attributing  their  (says  he)  are  my  accusers  ;  if  they  were,  it 
conduct  to  the  worst  of  motives ;  that  he  rails  was  their  duty ;  iHit  they  were  not  his  accusen^ 
aft  every  body,  and  declares  the  accMsatioo  to  but  were  inquiring  into  matters,  which  it  was 
be  A  libel:  in  short  you  see  plainly,  that  the  equally  hid  duty  to  inquire  into.     He  wodd 
Irian's  head  is  turned.    You  see  there  is  not  t  not  saflfer  Nundcomar  to  be  produced,  he 
word  he  *ays  upon  this  oecanoo)  which  has  wcold  not  suffer  Nundcomar  lo  be  eauniaed 
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he  rather  suffered  such  an  accusation  to  stand  odious  than  the  crimes  he  attempts  to  cover, 
against  his  name  and  character,  than  permit  far  he  ha»  murdered  tMa  man  by  the  hande  qf 
it  to  be  inquired  into.  Do  I  want  any  other  Sir  Elijah  Jmpey ;  and  if  his  counsel  should 
presumption  of  hia  guilt  upon  such  an  occa-  be  unwise  enough  to  endeavour  to  detract  from 
sion,  than  such  a  conduct  as  this  ?  This  man,  the  credit  of  this  man  by  the  pretended  punish- 
whom  he  calls  a  wretch,  the  basest  and  vilest  ment,  to  which  he  was  brought,  we  will  open 
of  mankind,  was  undoubtedly  by  himself,  in  the  that  dreadful  scene  to  your  lordfiiiips ;  and  you 
records  of  the  company,  declared  to  be  one  of  will  see,  that  it  does  not  detract  from  hia 
the  first  men  of  that  country,  every  thing,  that  credit,  but  brings  an  eternal  stain  and  disho- 
a  subject  could  be,  a  person  illustrious  for  his  nour  upon  the  justice  of  Great  Britain:  I  say 
birth,  sacred  with  regard  to  his  cast,  opulent  nothing  further  of  it.  As  he  stood  there,  as  he 
in  fortune,  eminent  in  situation,  who  had  filled  gave  that  evidence  that  day,  the  evidence  waa 
the  very  first  offices  in  that  country ;  and  that  to  be  received ;  it  stands  good,  and  is  a  record 
he  was,  added  to  all  this,  a  man  of  most  ao-  against  Mr.  Hastings,  with  this  addition,  that 
knowledged  talents,  and  of  such  a  superiourity  he  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  examined.  He 
as  made  the  whole  people  of  Bengal  appear  railed  at  his  colleagues.  He  says,  if  the 
to  be  an  inferiour  race  of  beings  compared  to  charge  was  false  they  were  guilty  of  a  libel, 
him  ;  a  man,  whose  outward  appearance  and  No.  It  might  have  been  the  effect  of  conspi- 
demeanour  used  to  cause  reverence  and  awe,  racy,  it  might  be  punished  in  another  way  ; 
and  who  at  that  time,  was  near  seventy  years  but  if  it  was  false,  it  was  no  libel.  And  all 
<^  age,  which,  without  any  other  title,  gene-  this  is  done  to  discountonance  inquiry,  to 
rally  demands  respect  from  mankind.  And  bring  odium  upon  his  colleagues  for  doing 
yet  this  man  he  calls  the  basest  of  mankind,  a  their  duty,  and  to  prevent  that  inquiry,  which 
name,  which  no  man  is  entitled  to  call  another  could  alone  clear  his  character.  Mr.  Hastings 
till  he  has  proved  something  to  justify  him  in  had  himself  forgotten  the  character,  which  ho 
80  doing ;  and  notwithstanding  his  opulence,  had  given  of  Nundcomar ;  but  he  says,  that 
his  high  rank,  station'  and  birth,  he  despises  his  colleagues  were  perfectly  well  acquainted 
him  and  will  not  suffer  him  to  be  heard  as  an  with  him,  and  knew,  that  he  was  a  wretchj 
accuser  before  him.  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  basest  of  mankind, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  in  so  doing,  whether  ele-  But  before  I  read  to  you  the  character, 
vated  by  philosophy,  or  inflated  by  pride,  is  which  Mr.  Hastings  gave  of  him  when  he  re- 
not  like  the  rest  of  mankind.  We  do  know,  commended  him  to  the  presidency  (to  succeed 
that  in  all  accusations  a  great  part  of  their  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,)  I  am  to  let  your  lord- 
weight  and  authority  comes  from  the  charao-  ships  understand  fijlly  the  purpose,  for  which 
ter,  the  sitoation,  the  name,  the  description,  Mr.  Hastings  gave  it.  Upon  that  occasion 
the  office,  the  dignity  of  the  persons,  who  all  the  council,  whom  he  stated  to  lie  under 
bring  them — mankind  are  so  made^we  caiw  suspicion  of  being  bought  by  Mahomed  Reza 
not  resist  this  prejudice  ;  and  it  has  weight,  Kh4n,  all  those  persons  with  one  voice  cried 
and  ever  will  have  primA  facie  weight,  in  all  out  against  Nundcomar ;  and  as  Mr.  Hastings 
the  tribunals  in  the  world.  If,  therefore,  rajah  was  known  to  be  of  the  faction  the  most  oppo- 
Nundcomar  was  a  man,  who  (it  is  not  de-  site  to  Nundcomar,  they  charged  him  with  di- 
grading  to  your  lordships  to  say)  was  equal  rect  inconsistency  in  raising  Nundcomar  to  that 
in  rank,  according  to  the  idea  of  his  country,  exalted  trust ;  a  charge,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
to  any  peer  in  this  House,  as  sacred  as  a  could  not  repel  any  other  way  than  by  defend- 
bishop,  of  as  much  gravity  and  authority  as  a  ing  Nundcomar.  The  weight  of  their  objec- 
judge,  and  who  Was  prime  minister  in  the  tions  chiefly  lay  to  Nundcomar^s  political  cha- 
country,  in  which  he  lived  ;  with  what  (ace  racter  ;  his  moral  character  was  not  discussed 
can  Mr.  Hastings  call  this  man  a  wretoh,  and  in  that  proceeding.  Mr.  Hastings  says, 
•ay,  that  he  will  not  suffer  him  to  bo  brought  '<  The  president  does  not  take  upon  him  to 
beibre  him.  If  indeed,  joined  with  such  cir-  vindicate  the  moral  character  of  Nundcomar ; 
cumstances,  the  accuser  be  a  person  of  bad  his  sentiments  of  this  man's  former  political 
morals,  then  I  admit  those  bad  morals  take  eonduct  are  not  unknown  to  the  court  of  di- 
away  from  their  weight;  but,  for  a  proof  of  rectors,  who,  he  is  persuaded,  will  be  more 
that,  you  must  have  some  other  grouods  than  inclined  to  attribute  his  present  countenance 
the  chaises  and  the  railing  of  the  eulpnt  of  him  to  motives  of  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the 
•gainst  him.  service,  in  repugnance  perhaps  to  his  own  in- 
I  might  say,  that  this  passkm  is  a  proof  of  clinations,  than  to  any  predilection  in  his 
Uligoih,aBd  there  is  an  action,  wkieb  is  more  fhvour.    He  is  very  well  acquainted  with  mos^ 


^1^  SPEECH  IN  THE  IBfPEACHMSMT 

of  the  facts  alluded  to  in  the  minute  of  the  Monson,  could  Mr.  Francis  know,  that  thii 
majority,  having  been  a  principal  instrument  man  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  given  thai 
in  detecting  them  ;  nevertheless  he  thinks  it  exalted  character  upon  the  records  of  the  com- 
but  justice  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  pany,  was  the  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind? 
violation  of  a  trust  and  an  offence  committed  No,  they  ought  to  have  esteemed  him  the  con- 
against  our  government  by  a  man,  who  owed  it  trary  ;  they  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  rank, 
no  allegiance,  nor  was  indebted  to  it  for  protec-  they  knew  him  to  be  a  roan  perhaps  of  the  first 
tion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  the  minister  capacity  in  the  world  ;  and  they  knew,  that 
and  actual  servant  of  a  master,  whose  interest  Mr.  Hastings  had  given  this  honourable  tes- 
naturally  suggested  that  kind  of  policy,  which  timony  of  him  on  the  records  of  the  company 
sought  by  foreign  aids,  and  the  diminution  of  but  a  very  little  time  before  ;  and  there  was 
the  power  of  the  company,  to  raise  his  own  no  reason  why  they  should  think  or  know,  ai 
consequence,  and  to  re-establish  his  authority,  he  expresses  it,  that  he  was  the  basest  and 
He  has  never  been  charged  with  any  instance  vilest  of  mankind.  From  the  account  there- 
of  infidelity  to  the  nabob  Meer  Jaffier,  the  fore  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  he  was  a  person 
constant  tenour  of  whose  politics,  from  his  competent  to  accuse,  a  witness  fit  to  be  heard, 
first  accession  to  the  nizamut  till  his  death,  and  that  is  all  I  contend  for.  Mr.  Hastings 
corresponded  in  all  points  so  exactly  with  the  would  not  hear  him,  he  would  not  suffer  the 
artifices,  which  were  detected  in  his  minister,  charee  he  had  produced  to  be  examined  into, 
that  they  may  be  as  fairly  ascribed  to  the  one  It  has  been  shown  to  your  lordships,  that 
as  to  the  other;  their  immediate  object  was  Mr.  Hastings  employed  Nundcomar  to  inquire 
beyond  question  the  aggrandizement  of  the  for-  into  the  conduct,  and  to  be  the  principal  man- 
mer,  though  the  latter  had  ultimately  an  equal  ager  of  a  prosecution  against  Mahomed  Re- 
interest  in  their  success.  The  opinion,  which  za  Kh&n.  Will  you  suffer  this  roan  to  quali- 
the  nabob  himself  entertained  ol  the  services  fy  and  disqualify  witnesses  and  prosecutors 
and  of  the  fidelity  of  Nundcomar,  evidently  agreeably  to  the  purposes,  which  his  own  ven- 
appeared  in  the  distinguished  marks,  which  geance  ajnd  corruption  may  dictate  in  one  case, 
he  continued  to  show  him,  of  his  favour  and  and  which  the  defence  of  those  corruptions 
confidence  to  the  latest  hour  of  his  life.  may  dictate  in  another.    Was  Nundcomar 

"  His  conduct  in  the  succeeding  adminis-  a  person  fit  to  be  employed  in  the  greatest  and 
tration  appears  not  only  to  have  been  dictated  roost  sacred  trusts  in  the  country,  and  yet  not 
by  the  same  principles,  but  if  we  may  be  al-  fit  to  be  a  witness  to    the  sums  of  money, 
lowed  to  speak  favourably  of  any  measures,  which  he  paid  Mr.  Hastings  for  those  trusts? 
which  opposed  the  views  of  our  own  govern-  Was  Ntmdcoroar  a  fit  witness  to  be  employ- 
ment, and  aimed  at  the  support  of  an  adverse  ed,  and  a  fit  person  to  be  used  in  the  prosecu- 
interest,  surely  it  was  not  only  not  culpable,  tion  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n,  and  yet  not 
but  even  praiseworthy.    He  endeavoured,  as  fit  to  be  employed  against  Mr.  Hastings,  who 
appears  by  the  abstracts  befi>re  us,  to  give  con-  himself  had  employed  him  in  the  very  prose- 
sequence  to  his  master,  and  to  pave  the  way  cation  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  ? 
to  his  independence,  by  obtaining  a  firmaun  If  Nundcomar  was  an  enemy  to  Mr.  Has- 
from  the  king  for  his  appointment  to  the  sou-  tings,  he  was  an  enemy  to  Mahomed  Reza 
bahship;  and  he  opposed  the  promotion  of  Kh&n;  and  Mr.  Hastings  empk>yed  him,  avow- 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  because  he  looked  upon  ediy  aikl  professedly  on  the  records  of  the  oom- 
it  as  a  supersession  of  the  rights  and  authority  pany,  on  account  of  the  very  qualification  of  that 
of  the  nalx>b.    He  is  now  an  absolute  dep^i-  enmity.    Was  he  a  wretch,  the  basest  of  man- 
dant  and  subject  of  the  company,  on  whose  kind,  when  opposed  to  Mr.  Hastings?    Wu 
favour  he  must  rest  all  his  hopes  of  future  ad-  he  not  as  mudi  a  wretch,  and  as  much  the 
vancement."  basest  of  mankind,  when  Mr.  Hastings  ero- 

The  character  here  given  of  him  is  that  of  ployed  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  first  mt- 

an  excellent  patriot,  a  character,  whicli  all  gistrate,  and  Mahomedan  of  the  first  deeeenl 

your  lordships  in  the  several  situations,  which  in  Asia?     Mr.  Hastings  .shall  not  qualify 

you  enjoy,  or  to  which  you  may  be  called,  will  and  disqualify  men  at  hb  pleasure:  he  moit 

envy;  the  character  of  a^servant,  who  stuck  accept  Uiem  suchas  they  are ;  and  it  isa  pre- 


naster  to  his  services.  made  the  accusation.    And  I  th«r«lbr« 

Could  Sir  John  Clarering,  could  Cokxiol     ieiid,  that  as  the 
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•o  witnessed,  so  detailed,  so  specific,  so  en-  innocence,  request  him  to  consider  a  little  bet- 
tered upon  record ;  and  so  entered  upon  record  ter.  They  declare,  they  are  not  his  accusers ; 
in  consequence  of  the  inquiries  ordered  by  they  tell  him,  they  are  not  his  judges ;  that 
the  company;  his  refusal  and  rejection  of  they  under  the  orders  of  the  company  are 
inquiry  into  it  is  a  presumption  of  his  guilt,  making  an  inquiry,  which  he  ought  to  make : 

He  is  full  of  his  idea  of  dignity.    It  is  right  he  declares  he  will  not  make  it.    Being  thus 

for  every  man  to  preserve  his  dignity.    There  driven  to  the  wall,  he  says,  Why  do  you  not 

is  a  dignity  of  station,  which  a  man  has  in  form  yourselves  into  a  committee  ?    I  won't 

trust  to  preserve ;  there  is  a  dignity  of  personal  suffer  these  proceedings  to  go  on  as  long  as  I 

character,  which  every  man  by  being  made  am  present.  Mr.  Hastings  plainly  had  in  view, 

man  is  bound  to  preserve.    But  you  see,  Mr.  that,  if  the  proceedings  had  been  before  a  com- 

Hastings's  idea  of  dignity  has  no  connection  mittee,  there  would  have  been  a  doubt  of  their 

with  integrity ;  it  has  no  omnection  with  ho-  authenticity,  as  not  being  before   a  regular 

nest  fame ;  it  has  no  connection  with  the  repu-  board.     And  he  contended^  that  there  could 

tation,  which  he  is  bound  to  preserve.     What,  be  no  regular  board  without  his  own  presence 

my  lords,  did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  company,  in  it:  a  poor  miserable  scheme  for  eluding  this 

that  had  appointed  him?    Did  he  owe  nothing  inquiry ;  partly  by  saying,  that  it  was  carried 

to  the  legislature?     Did  ho  owe  nothing  to  on  when  he  was  nut  present,  and  partly  by 

your  lordships,  and  to  the  House  of  Commons,  denying  tlie  authority  of  this  board, 

who  had  appointed  him  ?    Did  he  owe  nothing  I  wiU  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  great 

to  himself,  to  the  country,  that  bore  him  ?  question,  that  arose  upon  the  govemour-gene- 

Did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  world,  as  to  its  ral's  resolution  to  dissolve  a  board,  whether 

opinion,  to  which  every  public  man  owes  a  re-  the  board  have  a  right  to  sit  afterwards ;  it  is 

putation?      What  an  example  was  here  held  enough,  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  suffer 

oat  to  the  company's  servants !  them  as  a  council  to  examine  into  what  as  a 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  this  may  oome  into  a  council  they  were  bound  to  examine  into, 
court  of  justice :  it  will  come  into  a  court  of  He  absolutely  declared  the  council  dissolved, 
justice ;  I  reserve  my  defence  on  the  occasion  when  they  did  not  accept  his  committee ;  for 
till  it  comes  into  a  court  of  justice,  and  here  I  which  they  had  many  good  reasons,  as  I  shall 
make  no  opposition  to  it.  To  this  I  answer,  show  in  reply,  if  necessary,  and  which  ha 
that  the  company  did  not  order  him  so  to  re-  could  have  no  one  good  reason  for  proposing"— 
serve  himself;  but  ordered  him  to  be  an  in-  he  then  declares  the  council  dissolved.  Tho 
quirer  into  those  things.  Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  council,  who  did  not  think  Mr.  Hastings  had 
taught  to  the  inferiour  servants  of  the  company,  a  power  to  dissolve  them,  while  proceeding  in 
that  provided  they  can  escape  out  of  a  court  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  went  on  asa'boun- 
of  justice  by  the  back  doors  and  sally-ports  cil:  they  called  in  Nundcomar  to  support  his 
of  Uie  law,  by  artifice  of  pleading,  by  those  charge  ;  Mr.  Hastings  withdrew.  Nundcomar 
strict  and  rigorous  rules  of  evidence,  which  was  asked,  what  he  had  to  say  further  in  sup- 
have  been  established  for  the  protection  of  in-  port  of  his  own  evidence.  Upon  which  ha 
nocence,  but  which  by  them  might  be  turned  to  produces  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum,  the 
the  protecti(m  and  support  ofguilt;  and  that  such  dancing  girl,  that  I  have  spoken  of,  in  which 
an  escape  is  enough  for  them  ?  That  an  Old  she  gives  him  directions  and  instructions  rela- 
Bailey  acquittal  is  enough  to  establish  a  fitness  tive  to  his  conduct  in  every  part  of  those  bribes ; 
for  trust;  and  if  a  man  shall  go  acquitted  out  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  corrupt  agreement 
of  such  a  court,  because  the  judges  are  bound  for  her  office  was  made  with  Mr.  Hastings 
to  acquit  him  against  the  conviction  of  their  through  Nundcomar,  before  he  had  quitted 
own  opinion,  when  every  man  in  the  markets  Calcutta:  it  points  out  the  execution  of  it,  and 
place  knows,  that  he  is  guilty — that  he  is  fit  the  manner,  in  which  every  part  of  the  sum 
for  a  trust  ?  Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  held  out  to  was  paid ;  one  lack  by  herself  in  Calcutta ;  one 
servants  of  the  company,  that  upon  the  first  in-  lack,  which  she  ordered  Nundcomar  to  borrow, 
^iry,  which  is  made  into  corruption,  and  that  and  which  he  did  borrow ;  and  a  lack  and  an 
in  the  highest  trust,  by  the  persons  authorized  half,  which  were  given  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings, 
to  inquire  into  it,  ho  uses  all  the  powers  of  besides  this  purchase  money,  under  colour  of 
tiiat  trust  to  quash  it;  vilifying  his  colleagues,  an  entertainment.  This  letter  was  produced, 
TiUfying  his  accuser,  abusing  every  body,  but  translated,  examined,  criticised,  proved  to  bo 
aerer  denying  the  charge?  His  associates  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  begum,  acknow- 
eoUflaguat,  astonished  at  his  conduct,  so  wholly  lodged  to  have  no  marks  but  those  of  authenti* 
wlika  oveiy  tiiiog,  that  had  ever  appMured  of  city  upon  it ;  and,  as  such,  was  entered  npoa 
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ihe  compaoy't  reoordi,  confirming  and  sup-  And  a  comiderable  de6cieiM7  or  evAten^ 

porting  the  evidence  of  Nundcomar,  pari  by  ment  appearing  in  the  Mturny  Begvn'iao- 

part,  and  circumstance  by  circumstance.    Ami  count  of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  she  toIud- 

I  am  to  remark,  that  since  this  document,  so  tarily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  her  seal,  that 

delivered  in,  has  never  been  litigated  or  con-  ^  had  given  £«15,000  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  an 

troverted  in  the  truth  of  it,  from  that  day  to  this,  entertainment. 

by  Mr.  Hastings ;  so,  if  there  was  no  more  Mr.  Hastings  finding,  that  the  charge  must 
testimony,  here  is  enough  upon  this  business,  come  fully  against  him  contrived  a  plao, 
Yuur  lordships  will  remark,  that  this  charge  (which  your  lordships  will  see  the  efiects  of 
consisted  of  two  parts;  two  lacks,  that  were  presently,)  and  this  was  to  confound  this  lack 
given  explicitly  lor  the  corrupt  purchase  of  the  and  an  half  or  £.15,000  with  the  two  lacks  given 
office ;  and  one  lack  and  an  half  given,  in  re-  directly  and  specifically  as  a  bribe ;  intend- 
ality,  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the  ing  to  avail  himself  (i*  this  finesse  whenever 
colour  of  what  is  rallied  an  entertainment.  any  payment  was  to  be  proved  of  the  two 
Now  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings  it  lacks,  which  he  knew  would  be  proved  against 
was  thought  necessary,  that  Mr.  Hastings's  him,  and  which  he  never  did  deny :  and  ao 
banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo  (a  name  your  lord-  eordingly  your  lordships  will  find  some  coo- 
ships  will  be  well  acquainted  with,  and  who  fiision  in  the  proofs  of  the  payment  of  those 
was  the  minister  in  this  and  all  the  other  sums.  The  receipt  of  two  lacks  is  proved 
transactions  of  Mr.  Hastings)  should  be  cal-  by  Nundcomar,  proved  with  all  the  means  of 
led  before  the  board  to  explain  some  circum-  detection,  which  I  have  stated ;  the  receipt 
stances  in  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  lack  and  an  half  is  proved  by  Munny 
ordered  his  banyan,  a  native,  not  to  attend  the  Begum's  letter,  the  authenticity  of  which  was 
sovereign  board,  appointed  by  parliament  for  established,  and  never  denied  by  Mr.  HaiH 
the  government  of  that  country,  and  directed  tings.  In  addition  to  these  proofs,  rajah  Goor^ 
to  inquire  into  transactions  of  this  nature,  daas,  who  had  the  management  of  the  nabob's 
He  thus  taught  the  natives  not  only  to  disobey  treasury,  verbally  gave  an  account  perfectly 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  enforced  corresponding  with  that  of  Nundcomar,  and 
by  an  act  of  parliament ;  but  he  taught  his  the  Munny  Begum's  letter ;  and  he  after- 
own  servant  to  disobey,  and  ordered  him  not  wards  gave  in  writing  an  attestation,  which 
to  appear  before  the  board.  Cluanels,  duels,  in  every  point  agrees  correctly  with  the  others, 
and  other  mischiefs  arose.  In  short,  Mr.  So  that  there  are  three  witnesses  upon  this 
Hastings  raised  every  power  of  heaven  and  business.  And  he  shall  not  disqualify  rajah 
of  hell  upon  this  subject,  but  in  vain :  the  in-  Goordass,  because  whatever  character  he 
quiry  went  on.  thought  fit  to  give  Nundcomar,  he  has  given 
Mr.  Hastings  does  not  meet  Nundcomar,  the  best  of  characters  to  rnjah  Groordass,  who 
he  was  afraid  of  him ;  but  he  was  not  negli-  was  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  occupations 
gent  of  his  own  defence,  for  he  flies  to  the  su-  of  trust ;  and  therefore-  any  objections  to  bis 
preme  court  of  justice;  he  there  prosecuted  competency  cannot  exist.  Having  got  thus 
an  inquiry  against  Nundcomar  for  a  conspi-  far,  the  only  thing,  that  remained,  was  to  exa- 
racy.  Failing  in  that,  he  made  other  attempts,  mine  the  records  of  the  public  o&ces  and 
and  disabled  Nundcomar  from  appearing  be-  see  whether  any  trace  of  these  transactions 
fore  the  board  by  having  him  imprisoned,  and  was  to  be  found  there.  These  offices  bad 
thus  entirely  crippled  that  part  of  the  prose-  been  thrown  into  confusion  in  the  manner 
cution  against  him.  But  as  guilt  is  never  able  you  will  hear ;  but,  upon  strict  inquiry,  then 
thoroughly  to  escape,  it  did  so  happen,  that  was  a  thomaMer  or  office  paper  produced,  firom 
the  council  finding  moustrous  deficiencies  in  which  it  appears,  that  the  officer  of  thetrea- 
the  begum's  affi!iirs  ;  finding  the  nabob's  al-  sury,  having  brought  to  the  nabob  an  account 
lowance  totally  squandered,  that  the  most  sa-  of  one  lack  and  an  half,  which  he  said  had 
cred  pensions  were  lefl  unpaid,  that  nothing  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings,  desired  to  know 
but  disorder  and  confusion  reigned  in  all  his  from  him,  under  what  head  of  expense  it 
aflfairs,  that  the  nabob's  education  was  neglect*  shouki  be  entered;  and  that  he,  the  nabob| 
ed,  that  he  could  scarcely  read  or  write,  that  desired  him  to  pat  it  under  the  head  of  expea- 
riiere  was  scarcely  any  mark  of  a  man  left  in  ses  for  entertaining  Mr.  Hastings.  If  thefs 
bim,  except  those,  which. nature  had  at  first  bad  been  a  head  of  entertainmeat  estabttihed 
imprinted ;— I  say,  all  these  abuses  being  pr(><  as  a  regular  affiiir,  the  officer  would  ■evar 
ducedin  a  body  before  them,  they  thought  it  have  gone  to  the  nabob  and  aaked  under  what 
Boeoanrjr  to  aend  up  to  inquire  into  them,  name  to  enter  it;  but  Iw  found  an  ini|ulw 
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affair,  and  he  did  not  know  what  head  to  put  begum:—"  Was  any  application  made  to  you 
it  under.  And  from  the  whole  of  the  proceed-  for  the  account,  which  you  have  delivered,  of 
ings  it  appears,  that  three  lacks  and  an  half  three  lacks  and  an  half  of  rupees,  said  to  have 
were  paid  ;  two  lacks  by  way  of  bribe,  one  been  paid  to  the  govemour  and  Mr.  Middle- 
lack  and  an  half  under  the  colour  of  an  en-  ton  ;  or  did  you  deliver  the  account  <rf*  your 
tertainment.  Mr.  Hastings  endeavours  to  own  free  will,  and  unsolicited  V* 
invalidate  the  first  obliquely,  not  directly,  for  My  lords,  you  see,  that  with  regard  to  the 
he  never  directly  denied  it:  and  he  partly  ad-  whole  three  lacks  and  an  half  of  rupees  the 
mits  the  second,  in  hopes,  that  all  the  proof  the  begum  had  given  an  account,  which  tend- 
of  payment  of  the  first  charge  should  be  merged  ed  to  confirm  the  payment  of  them  ;  but  Mr. 
and  confounded  in  the  second.  And  there-  Hastings  wanted  to  invalidate  that  account  by 
fore  your  lordships  mil  see  from  the  beginning  supposing  she  gave  it  under  restraint.  The 
of  that  business  till  it  came  into  the  hands  of  second  question  is — "  In  what  manner  was 
Mr.  Smith,  his  agent,  then  appearing  in  the  the  application  made  to  you,  and  by  whom  ?" 
name  and  character  of  agent  and  solicitor  to  But  the  principal  question  is  this,  ''  On  what 
the  company,  that  this  was  done  to  give  some  account  was  the  one  lack  and  an  half  given  to 
appearance  and  colour  to  it  by  a  false  repre-  the  governour-general,  which  you  have  laid  to 
sentation,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  of  every  his  account  ?  Was  it  in  consequence  of  any 
part  of  the  transactions.  requisition  from  him,  or  of  any  previous 
The  proof  then  of  the  two  lacks  rests  upon  agreement,  or  of  any  established  usage  ?'' 
the  evidence  of  Nundcomar,  the  letter  of  When  a  man  asks  concerning  a  sum  of  money, 
Munny  Begum,  and  the  evidence  of  rajah  charged  to  be  given  to  him  by  another  person, 
Goordass.  The  evidence  of  the  lack  and  an  on  what  account  it  was  given,  he  does  indi- 
half,  by  way  of  entertainment,  was  at  first  rectly  admit,  that  that  money  actually  was 
the  same ;  and  afterwards  begins  a  series  of  paid,  and  wants  to  derive  a  justification  from 
proofs,  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  the  mode  of  the  payment  of  it ;  and  accord- 
helped  us.  For,  in  the  first  place,  he  pro-  ingly  that  inference  was  drawn  from  the  ques- 
ducesthisofficepaper  in  support  of  his  attempt  tion  so  sent  up,  and  it  served  as  an  instruc- 
to  establish  the  confusion  between  the  payment  tion  to  Munny  Begum  ;  and  her  answer  was, 
of  the  two  lacks,  and  of  the  lack  and  an  half,  that  it  was  given  to  him,  as  an  antient  usage 
He  did  not  himself  deny,  that  he  received  a  and  custom,  for  an  entertainment.  So  that 
lack  and  an  half,  because  with  respect  to  that  the  fact  of  the  gifl  of  the  money  is  ascertained 
lack  and  an  half  he  had  founded  some  princi-  by  the  question  put  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  her, 
pie  of  justification.  Accordingly  this  office  and  her  answer.  And  thus  at  last  comes  his 
paper  asserts  and  proves  this  lack  and  an  half  accomplice  in  this  business,  and  gives  the 
to  have  been  given,  in  addition  to  the  other  fullest  testimony  to  the  lack  and  an  half, 
proofs.  Then  Munny  Begum  herself  is  in-  I  must  beg  leave,  before  I  go  further,  to 
quired  of.  There  is  a  commission  appointed  state  the  circuumstances  of  the  several  wit- 
to  go  up  to  her  residence ;  and  the  fact  is  prov-  nesses  examined  upon  this  business.  They 
ed  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Goring,  the  com-  were  of  two  kinds :  voluntary  witnesses ;  aiKl 
missioner.  The  begum  had  put  a  paper  of  accomplices,  forced  by  inquiry  and  examina- 
accounts,  through  her  son,  into  his  hands,  tion  to  discover  their  own  guilt.  Of  the  first 
which  shall  be  given  at  your  lordships'  bar ;  in  kind  were  Nundcomar  and  rajah  Groordass ; 
which  she  expressly  said,  that  she  gave  Mr.  these  were  the  only  two,  that  can  be  said  to  be 
Hastings  a  lack  and  an  half  for  entertainment,  voluntary  in  the  business,  and  who  gave  their 
But  Mr.  Hastings,  objects  to  Mr.  Goring's  information  without  much  fear,  thou^  the  last 
evidence  upon  this  occasion.  He  wanted  to  unwillingly,  and  with  a  full  sense  of  the  danger 
supersede  Mr.  Goring  in  the  inquiry ;  and  he  of  doing  it. 

accordingly  appoints,  with  the  consent  of  the  The  other  was  the  evidence  of  his  accom- 

council,  two  creatures  of  his  own  to  go  and  plice,  Munny  Begum,  wrung  from  her  by  the 

assist  in  that  inquiry.     The  question,  which  force  of  truth,  in  which  she  confessed,  that  she 

he   directs   these    commissioners  to  put  to  gave  the  lack  and  an  half,  and  justifies  it  upon 

Munny  Begum,  is  this :— "  Was  the  sum  of  the  ground  of  its  being  a  customary  enter^in- 

money,  charged  by  you  to  be  given  to  Mr.  ment.    Besides  this,  there  is  the  evidence  of 

Hastings,  given  under  an  idea  of  entertain-  Chittendur,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Hastings  s 

ment,  customary,  or  upon  what  other  ground,  or  instruments,  and  one  of  the  begum's  servants. 

for  what  other  reason  ?''  He  also  des'ures  the  He  being  prepared  to  confound  the  two  lacks 

foUomng  questions  may  be  proposed  to  the  with  the  one  lack  and  an  half,  says,  upon  his 
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exuBination,thatalackaiKlanhalfwughren;  acooont  given  by  the  begmn,  a  lack,  which  ii 
but,  upon  examining  into  the  particulars  of  it,  for  Mr.  Hastings's  eotertaininent,  is  entered  in 
he  proves,  that  the  sum  he  gave  was  two  lacks,  a  suspicious  neighbourhood  ;  for  there  is  tbers 
and  not  a  lack  and  an  half;  Tir  he  says,  that  entered  a  lack  of  rupees,  paid  for  the  soubtb- 
there  was  a  dutpute  about  the  other  half  lack,  darry  sunnuds  to  the  Mogul  through  the  rajak 
Nundcomar  demanded  interest,  which  the  Shitabroy.  Upon  looking  into  the  acoouot, 
begum  was  unwilling  to  allow,  and  coose-  and  comparing  it  with  another  paper  prodocedi 
quently  that  half  lack  remained  unpaid.  Now  the  first  thing  we  find  is,  that  this  woman  char 
this  half  lack  can  be  no  part  of  the  lack  and  an     ges  the  sum  paid,  to  be  a  sum  due :  and  iheo 

half,  which  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and  pro-  she  charges  this  one  lack  to  have  been  paid, 

ved  by  the  whole  body  of  concurrent  testimony  when  the  Mogul  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Mab- 

to  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  one  rattas,  when  all  communication  with  him  wif 

lumping  sum.     When  Chittendur  endeavours  stopped,  and  when  rjyah  Shitabroy,  who  issup- 

to  confound  it  with  the  lack  and  an  half,  he  posed  to  have  paid  it,  was  under  confinemeot 

clearly  establishes  the  fact,  that  it  was  a  par*  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings.     Thus  sheea- 

ce1  of  the  two  lacks ;  and  thus  bears  evidence,  deavours  to  conceal  the  lack  of  rupees  paid  to 

in  attempting  to  prevaricate  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mr.  Hastings. 

Hastings,  that  one  lack  and  an  half  was  paid,         In  order  to  make  this  transaction,  which, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  is  willing  to  allow ;  but  though  not  in  itself  intricate,  is  in  some  degree 
when  he  enters  into  the  particulars  of  it,  he  made  so  by  Mr.  Hastings,  clear  to  your  krd> 
proves  by  the  subdivision  ofthepayment«  and  by  ships,  we  pledge  ourselves   to  give  to  yotn 
the  nonpayment  ofpartofit,  that  it  accords  with  lordships,  what  must  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  two  lacks,  and  not  with  the  lack  and  an  half,  the  culprit  himself,  a  syllabi^ — the  heads  of  all 
There  are  other  circumstances  in  these  ac-  this  charge,  and  of  the  proo&  themselves,  with 
counts,  highly  auxiliary  to  this  evidence.    The  their  references ;  to  show  how  far  the  proof  goei 
lack  and  an  half  was  not  only  attested  by  rajah  to  the  two  lacks,  and  then  to  the  one  lack  and 
Goordass,  by  the  begum,  by  Chittendur,  by  the  an  half  singly :  this  we  shall  put  in  writing 
begum  again  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own  ques-  that  you  may  not  depend  upon  the  fugitive  me- 
tion ;   indirectly  admitted  by  Mr.   Hastings,  mory  of  a  thing  not  so  well  perh^is,  or  power- 
proved  by  the  orders  for  it  to  be  written  off  to  ex-  fully,  expressed  as  it  ooght  to  be ;  and  in  order 
pense  (such  a  body  of  proof  as  perhaps  never  to  give  every  advantage  to  the  defendant,  and 
existed ;)  but  there  is  one  proof  still  remaining,  to  give  every  &cility  to  your  lordships'  judg- 
namely  a  paper,  which  was  produced  before  ment;  and  this  will,  I  believe,  be  thou^t  a 
the  conunittee,  and  which  we  shall  produce  to  clear  and  fair  way  of  proceeding.    Tour  lord- 
your  lordships.  It  is  an  authentic  paper  deliver^  ships  will  then  judge  whether  Mr.  Hastings's 
ed  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings  by  Major  Scott,  c(»iduct  at  the  time, — his  resisting  an  inqai- 
who  acted  at  that  time  as  Mr.  Hastings's  ry,  preventing  his  servant  appearing  as  an 
agent  to  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com-  evidence,  discountenancing  and  discouraging 
mons,  and  authenticated  to  come  from  Munny  his  colleagues,  raising  every  obstruction  to 
Begum  herself.    All  this  body  of  evidence  we  the  prosecution,    dissolving  the  council,  pre- 
mean  to  produce ;  and  we  shall  prove,  first,  venting  evidence,  and  destroying  it  as  far  u 
that  he  received  the  two  lacks ; — and  secondly,  lay  in  his  power  by  collateral  means,  be  not 
that  he  received  one  lack  and  an  half  under  also  such  presumptive  proofs,  as  give  double 
the  name  of  entertainment.  With  regard  to  the  force  to  all  the  positive  proof  we  produce 
lack  and  an  half,  Mr.  Hastings  is  so  far  from  against  him. 

controverting  it,  even  indirectly,  that  he  is  The  lack  and  an  half,  I  know,  he  meaai 
obliged  to  establish  it  by  testinrKmies  produced  to' support  upon  the  custom  of  entertainment; 
by  himself,  in  order  to  sink  in  that,  if  he  can,  and  your  lordships  will  judge  whether  or  not 
the  two  lacks,  which  he  thinks  he  is  not  able  a  man,  who  was  ordered,  and  had  covenanted 
to  justify,  but  which  he  fears  will  be  proved  never  to  take  more  than  £.400  could  take  £.16, 
against  him.  The  lack  and  an  half,  I  do  be-  000  under  colour  of  an  entertainment.  That 
lieve,  he  will  not  be  advised  to  contest,  but  which  he  intends  to  produce  as  a  justification 
whether  he  is  or  no,  we  shall  load  him  with  it ;  we  charge,  and  your  lordships  and  the  world 
we  shall  prove  it  beyond  all  doubt.  But  there  will  think,  to  be  the  heaviest  aggravation  of 
are  other  circumstances  further  auxiliary  in  this  his  crime.  And  afler  explaining  to  yoor  lord- 
business,  which,  from  the  very  attempts  to  ships  the  circumstances,  under  which  this 
conceal  it,  prove  beyond  doubt,  the  fraudulent  justification  is  made,  and  leaving  a  just  inl- 
and wicked  nature  of  the  transaction.    In  the  pression  of  them  upon  your  minds,  I  shall  beg 
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your  lordiriiips' indulgence  to  finish  this  mem-  ten  lacks  were  bestowed  that  way.    It  is  not 

ber  of  the  business  to-morrow.  that  the  distribution  was  always  made  with 

It  is  stated  and  entered  in  the  account,  judgment  or  impartial,   and  much  room  was 

that  an  entertainment  was  provided  for  Mr.  left  for  a  reform  ;  but  when  the  question  was 

Hastings  at  the  rate  of  £.200  a  day.  He  staid  to  cut  off  entirely  the  greatest  part,  it  could  not 

at  Moorshedabab  for  near  three  months  ;  and  fail  to  be  accompanied  with  circumstances  of 

thus  you  see,  that   visits  from  Mr.  Hastings  real  distress.      The  resident  declares,  that 

are  pretty  expensive  things :  it  is  at  the  rate  even  with  some  of  the  highest  rank  he  could 

of  £.73,000   a  year  for  his  entertainment,  not    avoid  discovering,  under  all  the  pride 

We  find  that   Mr.  Middleton,  and  English  of  eastern  manners,  the  manifest  marks  of  pe- 

gentleman  who  was  with  him,  received  like-  nury  and  want.     There  was,  however,  no 

wise,  whether  under  the  same  pretence    I  room  left  for  hesitation  ;  to  confine  the  na- 

know  not,  and  it  does  not  signify,  another  sura  bob's  expenses  within  the  limited  sum,  it  was 

equal  to  it ;  and  if  these  two  gentlemen  had  necessary,  that  pensions  should  be  set  aside." 

staid  in  that  country  a  year,  their  several  al-  Here,  my  lords,  is  a  man  sent  to  execute 

lowances  would  have  been  ^.146,000  out  of  the  one  of  the  most  dreadful  offices,  that  was  ever 

nabob's  allowance  of  160,000/.  a  year:  they  executed  by  man,  to  cut  off,  as  he  says  him- 

would  have  eat  up  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  self,  with  a  bleeding  heart  the  only  remaining 

Anddoyou  wonder,  my  lords,  that  such  guests  allowance  made  for  hundreds  of  the  decayed 

and  such  hosts  are  difficult  to  be  divided  ?  Do  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great  kingdom,  driven 

you  wonder,  that  such  visits  when  so  well  by  oul*  government  from  the    offices,  upon 

paid  for,  and  well  provided  for,  were  natural-  which  they  existed.    In  this  moment  of  anx- 

ly  long  ?    There   is  hardly  a  prince  in  Eu-  iety  and  affliction,  when  he  says,  he  felt  pain 

rope,  who  would  give  to  another  prince  of  and  was  cut  to  the  heart  to  do  it,  at  this  very 

Europe  from  his  royal  hospitality,  what  was  moment,  when  he  was  turning  over  fourteen 

given  upon  this  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings.  hundred  of  the  antient  nobility  and  gentry  of 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  Mr.  Hastings's  this  country  to  downright  want  of  bread ;  just 

business  during   this   long  protracted  visit,  at  that  moment,  while  he  was  doing  this  act. 

First,  he  teUs  you,  that  he  came  there  to  re-  and  feeling  this  act  in  this  manner,  from  the 

duce  all  the  state  and  dignity  of  the  nabob.  He  collected  morsels  forced  from  the  mouths  of 

tells  you,  that  he  felt  no  compunction  in  re-  that  indigent  and  famished  nobility,  he  gorged 

ducing  that  state  ;  that  the  elephants,  the  me-  his  own  ravenous  maw  with  an  allowance  of 

nagerie,  the  stables,  all  went  without  mercy,  two  hundred  pounds  a  day  for  his  entertain- 

and  consequently  all  the  persons  concerned  in  ment.    As  we  see  him  in  this  business,  this 

them  were  dbmissed  also.    When  he  came  man  is  unlike  any  other :  he  is  also  never  cor- 

to  the  abolition  of  the  pensions,  he  says,  "  I  rupt  but  he  is  cruel ;  he  never  dines  without 

proceeded  with   great  pain  from  the  reflec-  creating  a  famine  ;  he  does  not  take  from  the 

tion,  that  I  was  ^e  instrument  in  depriving  loose  superfluity  of  standing  greatness,  but 

whole  families,  all  at  once,  of  their  bread,  and  falls  upon  the  indigent,  the  oppressed,  and 

reducing  them  to  a  state  of  penury ;  convin-  ruined ;   he   takes   to   himself  double    what 

ced  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  I  endea-  would  maintain  them.   His  is  unlike  the  gene- 

Toured  to  execute  it  with  great  impartiality."  rous  rapacity  of  the  noble  eagle,  who  preys  upon 

Here  he  states  the  work  he  was  employed  a  living,  struggling,  reluctant,  equal   victim ; 

in,  vdien  he  took  this  two  hundred  pounds  a  his  is  like  that  of  the  ravenous  vulture,  who 

day  for  his  own  pay.    '^  It  was  necessary  to  falls  upon  the  decayed,  the  sickly,  the  dying, 

begin  with  reforming  the  useless  servants  of  and  the  dead,  and  only  anticipates  nature  ia 

the  court,  and  retrenching  the  idle  parade  of  the  destruction  of  its  object.    His  cruelty  is 

elephants,  menageries,  &c.  which  loaded  the  beyond  his  corruption  :  but  there  is  something 

civil  list.    This  cost  little  regret  in  perform-  in  his  hypocrisy,  which  is  more  terrible  than 

ing  ;  but  the  resident,  who  took  upon  himself  his  cruelty ;  for  at  the  very  time,  when  with 

the  chief  share  in  this  business,  acknowledges,  double  and  unsparing  hands    he  executes  a 

that  he  suffered  considerably  in  his  feelings,  proscription,  and  sweeps  off  the  food  of  hun- 

when  he  came  to  touch  on  the  pension  list,  dreds  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great 

Some  hundreds  of  persons  of  the  antient  nobility  country,  his  eyes  overflow  with  tears ;  and  he 

of  the  country,  excluded,  under  our  govern-  turns  the  precious  balm,  that   bleeds  from 

ment,  from  almost  all  employments,  civil  or  wounded  humanity,  and  is  its  best  medicine, 

military,  had,  ever  since  the  revolution,  de-  into  fatal,  rancorous,  morUl  poison  to  the 

peoded  oo  the  bounty  of  the  nabob;  and  near  human  race. 
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Tou  hare  Men,  that  wImd  he  takes  two  Dial.    Then,  at  last,  it  caine  before  thil  tri* 

hundrod  pounds  a  day  for  hit  entertainmeot,  biinal  a^ost  him.     X  desire  to  refer  joor 

he  tells  you,  that  in  this  very  act,  he  is  starr-  lordships  to  that  part  of  his  defence  to  lbs 

ing  fourteen  hundred  of  the  antient  nobility  article,  in  which   this  bribe    is  specificaflj 

and  gentry.    My  lords,  you  have  the  blood  of  charged  ;   he  does   not  deny   it  there  ;  thi 

nobles,  if  not,  you  have  the  blood  of  men  in  only  thing,  which  looks  like  a  denial,  u  ood 

your  veins ;  you  feel  as  nobles,  you  feel  as  sweeping  clause  inserted  (in  order  to  put  m 

men.    What  would  you  say  to  a  cruel  Mogul  upon  the  proof,^  that  all  the  charges  are  to  be 

exacter,  by  whom  after  having  been  driven  conceived  as  denied  ;  but   a  specific  deoisi 

from  your  estates,  driven  from  the  noble  offi-  to  this  specific  charge,  in  no  stage  of  the  ba- 

ces,  civil  and  military,  which  you  hoM,  driven  siness,  firom  beginning  to  end,  has  be  once 

from  your  bishoprics,  driven  from  your  places  made :  and,  therefore,  here  I  dose  that  part 

at  court,  driven  from  your  offices  as  judges,  of  the  chaise,  whidi  relates  to  the  business 

and  after  having  been  reduced  to  a  miserable  of  Nundcomar.    Your  lordships  wiH  see  sodi 

flock  of  pensioners,  your  very  pensions  were  a  body  of  presumptive    proof,   and  podtiTB 

at  last  wrested  from  your  mouths ;  and  who,  proof,  as  never  was  giten  yet  of  any  secret 

though  at  the  very  time  when  those  pensions  corrupt  act  of  bribery  ;  and  there  I  leave  it 

were  wrested  from  you  he  declares  them  to  with  your  lordships'  jusUce. 
have  been  the  only  bread  of  a  miserable  do-         I  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  yea  lo 

eayed  nobility,  takes  himself  two  hundred  long ;  but  your  lordships  will  be  so  good  as  to 

poimds  a  day  for  his  entertainment,  and  con-  observe,  that  no  business  ever  was  covered 

tinues  it  till  it  amounts  to  sixteen  thousand  with  more  folds  of  iniquitous  artifice  than 

pounds  ?   I  do  think,  that  of  all  tho  corrup-  this,  which  is  now  brought  before  yon. 
tions,  which  he  has  not  owned,  but  has  not 

denied,  or  of  those,  which  he  does  in  effect  TRI  A  L.—3  A  T  U  R  D  A  T, 

own,  and  of  which  he  brings  forward  the  evi-  f^  Apmii.  1789. 

dence  himself,  the  taking  and  claiming  under 
colour  of  an  entertainment,  is  ten  times  the  (Mr.  Burk^,) 

most  nefarious. 

I  shall  this  day  only  further  trouble  your        Mt  Lords,— When  I  last  had  the  hooour 
lordships  to  observe,  that  he  has  never  di«  of  addressing  your  lordships,  I  endeavoured  to 
rectly  denied  this  transaction.    I  have  turn-  state  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  the  nature 
bled  over  the  records,  I  have  looked  at  every  of  an  intricate  affair  would  admit,  and  as 
part  to  see  whether  he  denies  it ;  he  did  not  largely  as  in  so  intncate  an  affair  was  000* 
deny  it  at  the  time,  he  did  not  deny  it  to  the  sistent  with  the  brevity,  which  I  endeavoured 
court  of  directors:  on  the  contrary,  he  did  in  to  preserve,  the  proo&,  which  had  been  ad* 
effect  acknowledge  it,  when,  without  directly  duced  against  Warren  Hastings  upon  an  in- 
acknowledging  it,  he  promised  them  a  full  and  quiry,  instituted  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
liberal  explanation  of  the  whole  transaction,  directors,  into  the  comi[)tion  and  peculation 
Ho  never  did  give  that  explanation.    Parlia-  of  persons  in  authority  in  India.    My  lords, 
ment  took  up  the  business ;  this  matter  was  1  have  endeavoured  to  show  you  by  anterioar 
reported  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh  report,  presumptive  proofs,  drawn  from   the  nature 
But  though  the  House  of  Commons  had  thus  and  circumstances  of  the  hcta  themselves  in* 
reported  it,  and  made  that  public,  which  before  ferring  guilt,  that  such  actions  and  such  con* 
was  upon  the  company's  records,  he  took  no  duct  could  be  referrible   only  to  one  cauB^i 
notice  of  it.    Then  another  occasion  arises:  namely,  oorrupdon,    I  endeavoured  to  show 
he  comes  before  the  House  of  Commons ;  he  you  afterwards,  my  lords,  what  the  specific 
knows  he  is  about  to  be  prosecuted  for  these  nature  and  extent  of  the  corruption  was,  as 
very  corruptions:  he  well  knows  these  charges  far  as  it  could  be  fully  proved:  and  lastly,  the 
exist  against  him;  he  makes  his  defence  (if  great  satisfactory  presumption,  which  attend^ 
he  will  allow  it  to  be  his  defence  ;)  but  though  Uie  inquiry  with  regard    to  Mr.  Hasting; 
thus  driven  he  did  not  there  deny  it,  because  namely,  that  contrary  to  law,  contrary  to  his 
he  knew,  that  if  he  had  denied  it,  it  could  be  duty,  contrary  to  what  is  owed  by  innocence 
proved  against  him.     I  desire  your  lordships  to  itself,  Mr.  Hastings  resisted  that  inqotrt. 
will  took  at  that  paper  ,  which  we  have  given  and  employed  all  the  power  of  his  office  to    . 
in  evidence,  and  see  if  you  find  a  word  of  de-  prevent  the  exercise  of  it,  either  in  himself  «r    j 
nialofit;  there  is    much  discourse,   much  in   others. — These  presumptions,  and  these   ' 
folly,  much  insolence,  but  not  one  word  of  de-  proofs,  will  be  brou^t  before  your  kvdshi{i«   " 
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dindnctly  and    in  order,  at  the  end  of  this  the  whole  body  of  his  partizans  and  associates 

opening.  in   iniquity  dispersed  through   every  part  of 

The  next  point,  on  which  I  thought  it  ne-  these  provinces :  after  he  had  taken  all  these 
oessary  to  proceed,  was  relative  to  the  pre-  steps,  finding  himself  pressed  by  the  proof  and 
somptions,  which  his  subsequent  conduct  gave  pressed  by  the  presumption  of  his  resistance  to 
with  regard  to  his  guilt :  because,  my  lords,  the  inquiry,  he  did  think  it  necessary  to  make 
his  uniform  tenour  of  conduct,  such  as  must  something  like  a  defence.  Accordingly  he  has 
attend  guilt,  both  in  the  act,  at  the  time  of  the  made  what  he  calls  a  justification,  which  did 
inquiry,  and  subsequent  to  it,  will  form  such  a  not  consist  in  the  denial  of  that  fact,  or  any 
body  of  satisfactory  evidence  as,  I  believe,  the  ^  explanation  of  it.  The  mode  he  took  for  his  de- 
human  mind  is  not  made  to  resist.  My  lords,  fence  was  abuse  of  his  colleagues,  abuse  of  the 
Acre  is  another  reason  why  I  choose  to  enter  witnesses,  and  of  every  person,  who,  in  the  ex- 
into  the  presumptions  drawn  from  his  conduct  ecution  of  his  duty,  was  inquiring  into  the  fact ; 
mnd  the  fact,  taking  his  conduct  in  two  parts,  and  charging  them  with  things,  which,  if  true, 
if  it  may  be  so  expressed,  omission  and  eomr  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to  support  him, 
mtsition,  in  order  that  your  lordships  should  either  in  defending  the  acts  themselves,  or  in 
more  fully  enter  into  the  consequences  of  this  the  criminal  means  he  used  to  prevent  inquiry 
system  of  bribery.  But,  before  I  say^y  thing  into  them.  His  design  was  to  mislead  their 
Upon  that,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  be  apprized,  minds,  and  to  carry  them  from  the  accusation 
^at  the  Commons,  in  bringing  this  bribe  of  and  the  proof  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  pas- 
three  lacks  and  an  half  before  your  lordships,  sion,  violence,  and  intemperate  heat,  with 
do  not  wish  by  any  means  to  have  it  under-  which  he  charged  them,  they  were  proceeding 
stood,  that  this  is  the  whole  of  the  bribe,  in  an  orderly  regular  manner,  and  if,  on  any 
that  was  received  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  con-  occasion,  they  seem  to  break  out  into  warmth, 
sequence  of  delivering  up  the  whole  ma-  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  resistance,  which 
nagement  of  the  government  of  the  country  he  made  to  them,  in  what  your  lordships,  I  be- 
to  that  improper  person,  whom  he  nominated  lieve,  will  agree  with  them  in  thinking  was  one 
for  it.  of  the  most  important  parts  of  their  functions. 

My  lords,  from  the  proofs,  that  will  be  ad-  If  they  had  been  intemperate  in  their  conduct ; 

duced  before  you,  there  is  great  probability,  if  they  had  been  violent,  passionate,  preju- 

Uiat  he  received  very  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  diced  against  him,  it  afforded  him  only  a  better 

pounds  :  there  is  positive  proof  of  his  receiv-  means  of  making  his  defence,  because,  though 

ing  fifty  ;  and  we  have  chosen  only  to  charge  in  a  rational  and  judicious  mind,  the  intempe- 

him  with  that,  of  which  there  is  such  an  ac-  rate   condu<;t  of  Uie  accuser  certainly  proves 

cumulated  body  of  proof  as  to  leave  no  doubt  nothing  with  regard  to  the  truth  or  falsehood 

upon  the  niiods  of  your  lordships.    All  this  I  of  his  accusation,  yet  we  do  know,  that  the 

say,  because  we  are  perfectly  apprized  of  the  minds  of  men  are  so  constituted,  that  an  im- 

sentiments   of  the   public  upon  this  point :  proper  mode  of  conducting  a  right  thing  does 

when  they  hear  of  the  enormity  of  Indian  pe-  form  some  degree  of  prejudice  against  it.    Mr. 

culation,  when   they  see  the  acts  done,  and  Hastings,  therefore,  unable  to  defend  himself 

compare  them  with  the  bribes  received,  the  upon   principle,  has  resorted  as  much  as  he 

acts  seem  so  enormous,  and  the  bribes  com-  possibly  could  to  prejudice.     And  at  the  same 

paratively  so  small,  that  they  can  hardly  be  got  time,  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  denial,  or 

to  attribute  them  to  that  motive.  What  I  mean  the  least  attempt  at  a  refutation  of  the  charge, 

to  state  is  this,  that  from  a  collective  view  of  he  has   loaded  the  records  with  all   manner 

the  subject  your  lordships  will  be  able  to  judge,  of  minutes,   proceedings,   and   letters,  rela- 

that  enormous  offences  have  been  committed,  tive  to  every  thing  but  the  fact  itself.     The 

and  that  the  bribe,  which  we  have  given  in  great  aim   of  his  policy,  both  then,  before, 

proof,  is  a  specimen  of  the  nature  and  extent  and  ever  since,  has  been  to  divert  the  mind 

of  those  enormous  bribes,  which  extend  to  much  of  the  auditory,  or  the  persons,  to  whom  he 

greater  sums  than  we  are  able  to  prove  before  addressed  himself,  from  the  nature  of  his  cause, 

you  in  the  manner  your  lordships  would  like  to  some  collateral  circumstance  relative   to 

and  expect.  it :  a  policy,  to  which  he  has  always  had  re- 

I  have  already  remarked  to  your  lordships,  course ;  but  that  trick,  the  last  resource  of  de- 

that  after  this  charge  was  brought  and  record-  spairing  guilt,  I  trust  will  now  completely  fiul 

ed  before  the  council  in  spite  of  the  resistance  him. 

made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  employed  Mr.  Hastings,  however,  began  to  be  pretty 

all  the  power  and  authority  of  his  station,  and  sensible,  that  this  way  of  proceeding  had  a 
Vol.  III.— 27 
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▼ery  unpromising  and  untoward  look;  for  which     that  it  was  conscious  innocence,  that  mad^ 
reason  he  next  declared,  that  he  reserved  his  him  endure  such  reproaches,  so  recorded,  fraa 
defence  Cor  fear  of  a  legal  prosecution  :  and  his  own  colleague  ?     Was  it  conscious  inno- 
that  some  time  or  other  he  would  give  a  large  cence,  that  made  him  abandon  his  defence, 
and  liberal  explanation  to  the  court  of  directors  renounce  his  explanation,   and  bear  all  thii 
to  whom  he  was  answerable  for  his  conduct,  calumny,  if  it  was  calumny,  in  such  a  manoer, 
of  his  refusing  to  suffer  the  inquiry  to  proceed,  without  making  any  one  attempt  to  refute  it? 
— of  his  omitting  to  give  ihem  satisfaction  at  Your  lordships  will  see  by  this  and  by  othef 
the  time, — of  his  omitting  to  take  any  one  na-  minutes,  with  which  the  books  are  filled,  that 
tural  step,  that  an  innocent  man  would  have  Mr.  Hastings  is  charged  quite  to  the  brim 
taken  upon  such  an  occasion.    Under  this  pro-  with  corruptions  of  all  sorts,  and  covered  with 
mise  he  has  remained  from  that  time  to  the  time  every  mode  of  possible   disgrace  ;  for,  there 
you  see  him  at  your  bar,  and  he  has  neither  de-  is  something  so  base  and  contemptible  in  the 
nied,  exculpated,  explained,  or  apologized  for  his  crimes  of  peculation  and  bribery,  that  wbeo 
conduct  in  any  one  single  instance.  they  come    to  be  urged  home  and  stroogljr 
While  he  accuses  the  intemperance  of  his  against  a  man,  as  here  they  are  urged,  no* 
adversaries,  he  shows  a  degree  of  temperance  thing  but  a  consciousness  of  guilt  can  possibly 
in  himself,  which  always  attends  guilt  in  de-  make   a  person  so  charged  support  himself 
spair;  for  struggling  guilt  may  be  warm,  but  under  them.  Mr.  Hastings  considered  hims^, 
guilt,  that  is  desperate,  has  nothing  to  do  but  as  he  has  stated,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
to  submit  to  the  consequences  of  it,  to  bear  the  bearing  them.  What  is  that  necessity  ?  Gailt. 
infamy  annexed  to  its  situation,  and  to  try  to  Could  he  say,  that  Sir  John  Clavering  (fori 
find  some  consolation  in  the  efiects  of  guilt  s&y  nothing  now  of  Colonel  Monson  and  Mr. 
with  regard  to  private  fortune  for  the  scandal  Francis,  who  were  joined  with  him)  was  a  man 
it  brings  them  into  in  public  reputation.    After  weak  and  contemptible  ?  I  believe  there  are 
the  business  had  ended  in  India,  the  causes  those  among  your  lordships,  who  remember, 
why  he  should  have  given  the  explanation  grew  that  Sir  John  Clavering  was  known  before  be 
stronger  and  stronger ;  for  not  only  the  charges  went  abroad,  and  better  known  by  his  conduct 
exhibited  against  him  were  weighty,  but  the  after,  to  be  a  man  of  the  mest  distinguished 
manner,  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  in-  honour,  that  ever  served  his  majesty  ;  he  served 
quire  into  them,  was  such  as  would,  undoubt-  his  majesty  in  a  military  situatkm  for  many 
edly,  tend  to  stir  tlie  mind  of  a  man  of  cha-  years,  and  afterwards  in  that  high  civil  situation 
racter,  to  rouse  him  to  some  consideration  of  in  India.     It  is  known,  that  throu^  every  stq> 
himself,  and  to  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  his  &nd  gradation  of  a  high  military  service,  until 
defonce.    He  was  goaded  to  make  this  defence  he  arrived  at  the  highest  of  all,  Uiere  never  was 
by  the  words  I  shall  read  to  your  lordships  fi-om  the  least  blot  upon  him,  or  doubt  or  suspicion 
Sir  John  Clavering.  of  his  character:  that  his  temper  for  the  most 
*'  In  the  late  proceedings  of  the  revenue  part,  and  his  manners,  were  fully  answerable 
board  it  will  appear,  that  there  is  no  species  to  his  virtues,  and  a  noble  ornament  to  them ; 
of  peculation,  from  which  the  honourable  go-  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  natured,  best  bred 
yemour- general  has  thought  it  reasonable  to  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  highest  principled 
i^ain.**    He  further  says,  in  answer  to  Mr.  men  to  be  found  in  his  majesty's  service ;  that  he 
Hastings,  ^<  The  malicious  view,  with  which  had  passed  the  middle  time  of  life,  and  come  to 
this  innuendo  (an  innuendo  of  Mr.  Hastings)  an  age,  which  makes  men  wise  in  genmal ;  so 
is  thrown  out,  is  only  worthy  of  a  man,  who,  that  he  could  be  warmed  by  nothing  but  that 
having  disgraced  himself  in  the  eyes  of  every  noble  indignation  at  guilt,  which  is  the  last 
man  of  honour  both  in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  and  thing  that   ever  was  or  will  be  extingui^ed 
having  no  imputation  to  lay  to  our  charge,  in  a  virtuous  mind.    He  was  a  man,  whose 
has  dared  to  attempt  in  the  dark  what  ma-  voice  was  not  to  be  despised  ;  but,  if  his  cha- 
lice itself  could  not  find  grounds  to  aim  at  racter  had  been  personally  as  contemptible  as 
openly."  it  was  meritorious  and  honourable  in  every 
These  are  the  charges,  which  were  made  respect,  yet  his  situation  as  a  commissioner, 
upon  him — ^not  loosely  in  the  heat  of  conversa-  named  by  an  act  of  parliament  for  the  express 
tion,  but  deliberately  in  writing,  entered  upon  purpose  of  reforming  India,  gave  him  a  weight 
record,  and  sent  to  his  employers  the  court  of  and  consequence,  that  could  not  suffer  Mr. 
directors ;  those  whom  the  law  had  set  over  Hastings,  without  a  general  and  strong  pre- 
him,  and  to  whose  judgment  and  opinion  he  sumption  of  his  guilt,  to  acquiesce  in  such  re- 
was  responsible,    fk)  your  lordships  believe,  corded  minutes  firom  him.    But  if  he  had  been 
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jak,  if  he  had  been  an  intemperate  man —  was  resolved  to  resign  his  employment.    The 

eality  he  was  as  cool,  steady,  temperate,  court  of  directors  were  so  alarmed  at  this  at- 

iclous  a  man  as  ever  was  bom, — ^the  court  tempt  of  his  to  resign  his  employment,  that 

irectors,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  re-  they  wrote  thus ;  "  "When  you  conceived  the 

isible  by  every  tic  and  every  principle,  and  design  of  quitting  our  service,  we  imagine  you 

1  made  responsible  at  last  by  a  positive  act  could  not  have  heard  of  the  resignation  of  Mr. 

>arliament  obliging  him  to  yield  obedience  Hastingsf        *****        your  zeal 

heir  commands  as  the  general  rule  of  his  and  ability.'' 

1^ ;  the  court  of  directors,  I  say,  perfectly  My  lords,  in  this  struggle,  and  before  he 
roved  of  every  part  of  General  Clavering*s,  could  resign  finally,  another  kind  of  resigna- 
onel  Monson's,  and  Mr.  Francis's  con-  tion,  the  resignation  of  nature,  took  place,  and 
t ;  they  approved  of  this  inquiry,  which  Sir  John  Clavering  died.  The  character,  that 
.  Hastings  rejected,  and  they  have  declar-  was  given  Sir  John  Clavering  at  that  time,  is 
**  That  the  powers  and  instructions  vested  a  seal  to  the  whole  of  his  proceedings,  and 
and  given  to  General  Clavering  and  the  the  use,  that  I  shall  make  of  it,  your  lordships 
ar  gentlemen  were  such  as  fully  authorized  will  see  presently.  "  The  abilities  of  General 
m  in  every  inquiry,  that  seems  to  have  Clavering,  the  comprehensive  knowledge  he 
n  their  object*  *  *  *  Europeans."  had  attained  of  our  affairs,|  *  *  *  * 
"^■ow  after  the  supreme  authority,  to  which  *  *  *  *  to  the  East-India  Company." 
y  were  to  appeal  in  all  their  disputes,  had  And  never  had  it  a  greater  loss.  There  is 
sed  this  judgment  upon  this  very  inquiry,  the  concluding  funeral  oration  made  by  his 
matter  no  longer  depended  upon  Mr.  Has-  masters,  upon  a  strict,  though  by  no  means 
^8  opinion; nor  could  he  be  longer  justi-  partial,  view  of  his  conduct.  My  lords,  here 
I  in  attributing  that  to  evil  motives  either  of  is  the  man,  who  is  the  great  accuser  of  Mr. 
Ika  or  passion  in  his  colleagues.  When  the  Hastings,  as  he  says :  what  is  he  ?  a  slight 
Iges,  who  were  finally  to  determine,  who  man,  a  man  of  mean  situation,  a  man  of  mean 
s  malicious,  who  was  passionate,  who  was  talents,  a  man  of  mean  character  ?  No,  of  the 
iraa  not  Justified,  either  in  setting  on  foot  highest  character.  Was  he  a  person,  whose 
inquiry  or  resisting  it,  had  passed  that  conduct  was  disapproved  by  their  common  su- 
Igment,  then  Mr.  Hastings  was  called  upon  periours  ?  No,  it  was  approved  when  living, 
■11  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  by  his  duty  in  and  ratified  when  dead.  This  was  the  man, 
ncil,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters  the  a  man  equal  to  him  in  every  respect,  upon  the 
sctors,  who  approved  of  the  zeal  and  dili-  supposed  evil  motives  of  whom  alone  was  found- 
ice  ^own  in  that  very  inquiry,  the  passion  ed  the  sole  justification  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
which  he  only  reprobated,  and  upon  which  But,  be  it  then,  that  Sir  John  Clavering, 
grounded  his  justification.  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  were  all  of 
r  any  thing  but  conscious  guilt  could  have  them  the  evil-minded  persons,  that  he  describes 
siUy  influenced  him  to  such  more  than  pa-  them  to  be ;  and  that  from  dislike  to  them,  fi'om 
ice  under  this  accusation,  let  us  see  what  a  kind  of  manly  resentment,  if  you  please, 
s  his  conduct,  when  the  scene  was  chan-  against  such  persons,  an  hatred  against  mali- 
I.  General  Clavering,  fatigued  and  broken  cious  proceedings,  and  a  defiance  of  them,  he 
m  by  the  miseries  of  his  situation,  soon  did  not  think  proper,  as  he  states,  to  make  his 
irwards  lost  a  very  able  and  affectionate  col-  defence  during  that  period  of  time,  and  while 
gue.  Colonel  Monson  (whom  Mr.  Hastings  oppressed  by  that  combination,  yet,  when  he 
tea  to  be  one  of  the  bitterest  of  his  accusers)  got  rid  of  the  two  former  persons,  and  when 
um  one  of  the  most  loved  and  honoured  of  Mr.  Francis  was  nothing ;  when  the  whole 
time;  a  person  ofyour  lordships' noble  blood,  majority  was  in  his  hand,  and  he  was  in  full 
I  a  person  who  did  honour  to  it,  and  if  he  had  power,  there  was  a  large,  open,  full  field  for 
n  of  the  family  of  a  commoner,  well  deserv-  inquiry ;  and  he  was  bound  to  re-institute  that 
to  be  raised  to  your  distinction.  When  that  inquiry,  and  to  clear  his  character  before  his 
n  died — died  of  a  broken  heart,  to  say  no-  judges  and  before  his  masters.  Mr.  Hastings 
ig  else,  and  Greneral  Clavering  felt  himself  says,  No  ;  they  have  threatened  me  with  a 
a  manner  without  help,  except  what  he  de-  prosecution,  and  I  reserve  myself  for  a  court 
sd  firom  the  firmness,  assiduity,  and  pa-  of  justice. 

ice  of  Mr.  Francis,  sinking  like  himself        Mr.  Hastings  has  now  at  length  taken  a 

ler  the  exertion  of  their  own  virtues,  he  ground,  as  you  will  see  from  all  his  writings, 

*  Document  wanting.  t  Document  wanting.    |  Document  wanUng. 
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whicli  makes  all  explanation  of  lii«  conduct  in  ver  incurred  for  nothing.     Wc  know  tery  well 

this  husiness  absolutely  impossible.     For,  in  what  was  said  formerly, 
the  first  place,  he  says,  as  a  prosecution  is  u  p„pulus  ine  aibilat  ;  at  mihl  plaodo 

meditated   against  mo,  I  will  say  nothing  in  Ipse  dtmil,  simul  ac  nummos  contemplor 

explanation  of  my  conduct,  because  I  might  >"  area." 

disclose  my  defence,  and,  by  that  means,  do  And  never  did  a  man  submit  to  infamy  for  any     1 

rovself  a  prejudice.    C>n  the  other  hand,  when  thing  but  its  true  reward,  maney.    Mooey  he     I 

the  prosecution  is  dropped,  as  we  all  know  it  received,  the  infamy  he  received  along  with 

was  dropped  in  tills  case,  then  he  has  a  direct  it ;  he  was  glad  to  take  his  wife  with  all  her 

contrary  reason,  but  it  serves  him  just  as  well,  goods ;  he  took  her  with  her  full  portico;  with 

Why,  as  no  prosecution  is  intended,  no  de-  every  species  of  infamy,  that  belonged  to  her-, 

Pmico  need  be  made  :  so  that  whether  a  prose-  and  your  lordships  cannot  resist  the  opinioc, 

cution  is  intended,  or  a  prosecution  dropped,  that  he  would  not  have  suffered  himself  to  be 

there  is  always  cause,  why  Mr.  Hastings  should  disgraced  with  the  court  of  directors,  disgraced 

uot  give  tJie  court  of  directors  the  least  satis-  with  his  colleagues,  disgraced  with  the  world, 

faction  concerning  his  conduct,  notwithstand-  disgraced  upon  an  eternal  record,  unless  he 

ing,as  we  shall  prove,  he  has  reiteratedly  pro-  was  absolutely  guilty  of  the  fact,  that  was 

mised,  and  promised  it  in  the  most  ample  and  diarged  upon  him. 

liberal  manner.  But,  let  us  see  if  there  be  any  He  frequently  expresses,  that  ho  reserves 
presumption  in  his  favour  to  rebut  the  presump-  himself  for  a  court  of  justice.  Does  he,  my 
tion,  which  he  knew  was  irresistible,  and  which  lords  ?  1  am  sorry,  that  Mr.  Hastings  sfaoald 
by  making  no  defence  for  his  conduct,  and  show,  that  he  always  mistakes  his  situation ; 
stopping  the  inquiry,  nmst  necessarily  lie  be  has  totally  mbtaken  it :  he  was  a  servant 
upon  him.  He  reserves  his  defence,  but  he  bound  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  his  coo- 
promises  both  defence  and  explanation.  duct  to  his  masters  ;  and  instead  of  that  he 

Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  there  is  no  considers  himself  and  the  court  of  directors  as 
where  a  clear  and  positive  denial  of  the  fact.  litigant  parties,  them  as  the  accusers,  and  bim- 
Promising  a  defence,  I  will  admit,  does  not  self  as  the  culprit.     What  would  your  lordships 
directly  and  ex  vi  termini  suppose,  that  a  man  in  private  life  conceive  of  a  ste^rard,  who  was 
may  not  deny  the  fact,  because  it  is  just  com-  accused  of  embezzling  the  rents,  robbing  and 
patible  with  the  defence,  but  it  does  by  no  oppressing  the  tenants,  and  committing  a  tbou- 
means  exclude  the  admission  of  the  fact,  be-  sand  misdeeds  in  his  stewardship,  and  who,  up- 
cause  the  admission  of  the  fact  may  be  attend-  on  your  wishing  to  make  inquiry  into  his  con- 
ed with  a  justification  -,  but,  when  a  man  sa)rs,  duct,  and  asking  an  explanation  of  it,  should 
that  he  will  explain  his  conduct  with  regard  to  answer,  I  will  give  no  reply :  you  may  intend 
a  fact,  then  he  admits  that  fact,  because  there  to  prosecute  me,  and  convict  me,  as  a  dieat, 
can  be  no  explanation  of  a  fact,  which  has  no  and  therefore  I  will  not  give  you  any  satisfac- 
existence.     Therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  admits  tion;  what  would  you  think  of  that  steward?  Ton 
the  fact,  by  promising  an  explanation,  and  he  could  have  no  doubt,  that  such  a  steward  was 
shows  he  has  no  explanation  or  justification  to  a  person  not  fit  to  be  a  steward,  nor  fit  to  live, 
give,  by  never  having  given  it.    Goaded,  pro-         Mr.  Hastings  reserves  himself  for  a  court 
voked,  and  called  upon  for  it  in  the  manner  I  of  justice ;  that  single  circumstance,  my  lords, 
have  mentioned,  he  chooses  to  have  a  feast  of  proves  that  he  was  guilty.      It  may  appear 
disgrace,  if  I  may  say  so  ;  to  have  a  riot  of  in-  very  odd,  that  his  guilt  should  be  inferred  fitHU 
famy  served  up  to  him  day  by  day  for  a  course  his  desire  of  trial  in  a  court,  in  which  he  coald 
of  years  in  every  species  of  reproach,  that  be  acquitted  or  condemned.     But  I  shaH  prove 
could  be  given  by  his  colleagues,  and  by  the  to  you  from  that  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Has- 
court  of  directors,  from  whom,  he  says,  I  re-  tings,  in  desiring  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  jtt»- 
ceived  nothing  but  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  tice,  convicts  himself  of  presumptive  guih. 
epithets,  and  he  says,  "  that  his  predecessors         When  Mr.  Hastings  went  to  Bengal  in  the 
possessed  more  of  their  confidence  than  he  year  1772,  he  had  a  direction  exactly  sinnilar  to 
had."  this,  which  he  has  resisted  in  his  own  case ;  it 

Yet,  (or  years,  he  lay  down  in  that  aty  of  was  to  inquire  into  grievances  and  abuses.  In 
disgrace,  fattening  in  ic;  feeding  upon  that  consequence  ofthis  direction  he  proposes  a  plan 
offal  of  disgrace  and  excrement,  upon  every  for  the  regulation  of  the  company's  service,  and 
thing  that  could  be  disgustful  to  the  human  one  part  ofthat  plan  was  just  what  you  would  ex- 
mind,  rather  than  deny  the  fact,  and  put  him-  pect  from  him,  that  is,  the  power  (^destroying 
••If  upon  a  civil  justification .  Infamy  was  no-  every  company's  servant  without  the  least  pot- 
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Bibility  of  his  being  beard  in  his  own  defence  and  detection,  nor  sufficient  to  bring  him  to 
or  taking  any  one  step  to  justify  himself,  and  proper  and  adequate  punishment,  therefore  ha 
of  dismissing  him  at  his  own  discretion :  and  flew  to  a  court  of  justice,  not  as  a  place  to  de- 
the  reason  he  gives  for  it  is  this :  "  I  shall  for-  cide  upon  him,  but  as  a  sanctuary  to  secure 
bear  to  comment  upon  the  above  propositions:  his  guilt.    Most  of  your  lordships  have  travel- 
if  just  and  proper,  their  utility  will  be  self-ap-  led  abroad,  and  have  seen  in  the  unreformed 
parent;  one  clause  only  in  the  last  article  may  countries  of  Europe  churches  filled  with  per- 
require  some  explanation,  namely,  the  power  sons,  who  take  sanctuary  in  them.    You  do 
proposed  for  thegovernour  of  recalling  any  per-  not  presume,  that  a  man  is  innocent  because 
B<Mi  from  his  station  without  assigning  a  rea-  he  is  in  a  sanctuary  ;  you  know,  that  so  far 
80O  for  it.    In  the  charge  of  oppression"  (now  from  demonstrating  his  innocence  it  demon- 
here  you  will  find  the  reason,  why  Mr.  Has-  strates  his  guilt ;  and,  in  this  case,  Mr.  Has- 
tings wbhes  to  appeal  to  a  court  of  justice,  tings  flies  not  to  a  court  for  trial,  but  as  a 
rather  than  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  em-  sanctuary  to  secure  him  from  it. 
ployers)  "  though  supported  by  the  cries  of  the  Let  us  just  review  the  whole  of  his  con- 
people,  and  the  most  authentic  representations,  duct;  let  us  hear  how  Mr.  Hastings  has  pro- 
it  is  yet  impossible  in  most  cases  to  obtain  ceeded  with  regard  to  this  whole  affair.    The 
legal  proofs  of  it ;  and  unless  the  discretionary  court  of  justice  dropped;  the  prosecution  in 
power,  which  I  have  recommended,  be  some-  Bengal  ended.     With  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  as 
where  lodged,  the  assurance  of  impunity  from  chief  justice,  who  as  your  lordships  have  seen 
any  formal  inquiry  will  baffle  every  order  of  had  a   most  close  and  honourable  connexion 
the  board,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of  with  the  govemour-general  (all  the  circum- 
tbe  consequence  will  restrain  every  man  with-  stances  of  which  I  need  not  detail  to  you,  as 
in  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  if  he  knows  himself  ii  must  be  fresh  in  your  lordships'  memory) 
liable  to  suffer  by  the  effects  of  a  single  con-  he  had  not  much  to  fear  from  the  impartial- 
troul."     You  see  Mr.  Hastings  himself  is  of  ity  of  the  court.   He  might  be  sure  the  forms 
opinioD,  that  the  cries  of  oppression,  though  of  law  would  not  be  strained  to  do  him  mis- 
extorted  from  a  whole  people  by  the  iron  hand  chief ;  therefore  there  was  no  great  terrour  in 
of  severity :  that  these  cries  of  a  whole  people,  it ;  but  whatever  terrour  there  might  be  in  it 
attended  even  with  authentic  documents,  suf-  was  overblown,  because  his  colleagues  refus- 
ficient  to  satisfy  the  miitd  of  any  man,  may  be  ed  to  carry  him  into  it,  and  therefore  that  op- 
totally  insufficient  to  convict  the  oppressor  in  portunity  of  defence  is  gone.    In  Europe  he 
a  court ;  and  yet  to  that  court,  whose  compe-  was  afraid  of  making  any  defence,  but  the 
tence  he  denies,  to  that  very  court  he  appeals,  prosecution  here  was  also  soon  over  ;  and  in 
in  that  he  puts  hb  trust,  and  upon  that  ground  the  House  of  Commons  he  takes  this  ground 
he  refuses  to  perform  the  just  promise  he  had  of  justification  for  not  giving  any  explana- 
given  of  any  explanation  to  those  who  had  tion,  tliat  the  court  of  directors  had  received 
employed  him.  perfect  satisfaction  of  his  innocence  ;  and  he 
Now  I  put  this  to  your  lordships ;  if  a  man  named  persons  of  great  and  eminent  charac- 
is  of  opinion,  that  no  public  court  can  truly  and  ter  in  the  profession,  whose  names  certainly 
properiy  bring  him  to  any  account  for  his  con-  cannot  be  mentioned  without  highly  impos- 
duct ;  that  the  forms  observable  in  courts  are  ing  upon  the  ])rejudices  and  weighing  down 
totally  adverse  to  it ;  that  there  is  a  general  almost  the  reason  of  mankind.    He  quotes 
incompetency  with  regard  to  such  a  court ;  and  their  opinions  in  his  favour,  and  argues,  that 
yet  shuns  a  tribunal  capable  and  competent,  the  exculpation,  which  they  give,  or  are  sup- 
and  applies  to  that,  whidi  he  thinks  is  incapa-  posed  to  give  him,  should   excuse  him  from 
ble  and  incompetent,  does  not  that  man  plainly  any  further  explanation, 
show,  that  he  has  rejected  what  he  thinks  will  My  lords,  I  believe  I  need  not  say  to  great 
prove  his  guilt,  and  that  he  has  chosen  what  he  men  of  the  profession,  many  of  the  first  orna- 
ihinks  will  be  utterly  insufficient  to  prove  it  ?  ments  of  which  I  see  before  me,  that  they  are 
And  if  this  be  the  case,  as  he  asserts  it  to  be,  very  litde  influenced  in  the  seat  of  judgment 
with  an  under  servant,  think  what  must  be  the  by  the  opinions  which  they  have  given  in  tho 
case  of  the  upper  servant  of  all ;  for,  if  an  in-  chamber,  and  they  are  perfectly  in  the  right ; 
feriour  servant  is  not  to  be  brought  to  justice,  because  while  in  the  chamber  they  hear  but 
what  must  be  the  situation  of  a  govemour-  one  part  of  the  cause  ;  it  is  generally  brought 
general  ?    It  is  impossible  not  to  see,  that,  as  before  them  in  a  very  partial   manner,  and 
ho  had  conceived,  that  a  court  of  justice  had  they  have  not  the  lights,  which  they  possess, 
Bot  sufficient  means  to  bring  his  crimes  to  light  when  they  sit  deliberately  down  upon  the  tri- 
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banal  to  examine  into  it ;  and  for  this  reason  minds,  and  sound  judgment,  that  I  am  not 

they  discharge  their  minds  from  every  preju-  sure,  if  it  was  res  Integra,  1  would  not  hare 

dice,  that  may  have   arisen  from  a  foregone  rather  hesitated  myself  (who  am  now  here  an 

partial  opinion,  and  come  uninfluenced  by  it  accuser)  what  judgment  to  give, 

as  to  a  new  cause.     This,  we  know,  is  the  It  does  happen,  that  there  are  very  singular 

glory  of  the  great  lawyers,  who  have  presided,  circumstances  in  this  business,  to  which  yoai 

and  do  preside,  in  the  tribunals  of  this  coun-  lordships  will  advert ;  and  you  will  consider, 

try;    but  we  know  at  the  same  time,  that  what  weight  they  ought  to  have  upon  yow  brd- 

those  opinions  (which  they  in  their  own  mind  ships*  minds.     The  person,  who  is  now  the 

reject,  unless  supported   afterwards  by  clear  solicitor  of  the  company,  is  a  very  respectable 

and  authentic  tesiimony)  do  weigh  upon  tho  man  in  the  profession — ^Mr.  Smith;  he  was  at 

rest  of  mankind  at  least  ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  time  also  the  company's  solicitor,  and  he 

to  separate  the  opinion  of  a  great  and  learn-  has  since  appeared  in  this  cause  as  Mr.  Has* 

ed  man  from  some  consideration  of  the  person,  tings's  solicitor.    Now  there  is  something  pa^ 

who  has  delivered  that  opinion.  ticular  in  a  man*s  being  the  solicitcnr  to  a  paitf, 

Mr.  Hastings  being  conscious  of  this,  and  who  was  prosecuting  another,  and  continuing 

not  fearing  tho  tribunal  abroad  for  the  reason  afterwards  in  his  office,  and  becoming  the  soli- 

that  I  gave  you,  namely,  his  belief  that  it  was  citor  to  the  party  prosecuted.     It  would  be 

not  very  adverse  to  him  ;  and  also  knowing  nearly  as  strange,  as  if  our  solicitor  were  to 

that  the  prosecution  there  was  dropped,  had  be  the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  pn^ 

but  one  thing  left  for  his  consideration,  which  secution  and  trial  before  your  lordships.    It  is 

was,  how  he  should  conflict  with  the  tribunal  true,  that  we  cannot  make  out,  nor  do  we  at- 

at  home  :  and,  as  the  prosecution  must  origi-  tempt  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Smith  was,  at  that 

nate  from  the  court  of  directors,  and  be  autho-  time,  actuedly  Mr.  Hastings's  solicitor :  all 

rized  by  some  great  law  opinions,  the  great  that  we  shall  attempt  to  make  out  is,  that  the 

point  with  him  was,  some  way  or  other  by  his  case  he  produced  was  just  such  a  case,  as  a 

party,  I  will  not  say  by  what  means  or  circum-  solicitor,  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  his 

stances,  but  by  some  party  means,  to  secure  client,  and  not  anxious   for  the  prosecution, 

a  strong  interest  in  the  executive  part  of  the  would  have  made  out.    My  lords,  I  have  next 

India  house.    My  lords,  was  that  interest  used  to  remark,  that  the  opinitm,  which  the  council 

properly  and  fairly  ?  I  will  not  say,  that  friend-  gave   in   this  case,  namely,  a  rery  doubtful 

ship  and  partiality  imply  injustice ;  they  cer-  opinion,  accompanied  with  strong  censure  of 

tainly  do  not ;  but  they  do  not  imply  justice,  the  manner  in  which  the  case  was  stated,  was 

The  court  of  directors  took  up  this  aflTair  with  drawn  from  them  by  a  case,  in  which,  I  charge, 

great  warmth ;  they  committed  it  to  their  soli-  that  there  were  misrepreaentcJion^  suppressimt 

citor,  and  the  solicitor  would  naturally  (as  most  and  fahification. 

solicitors  do)  draw  up  a  case  a  little  favour-  Now,  my  lords,  in  making  this  charge  I  am 
ably  for  the  persons  that  employed  him  ;  and  in  a  very  awkward  and  unpleasant  situation ; 
if  there  was  any  loaning,  which  upon  my  word  but  it  is  a  situation,  in  which,  with  all  the  dts- 
I  do  not  approve  in  the  management  of  any  agreeable  circumstances  attending  it,  I  must 
cause  whatever,  yet  if  there  was  a  leaning,  it  proceed.  I  am,  in  this  business,  obliged  to 
must  be  a  leaning  for  the  client.  name  many  men  :  I  do  not  name  them  wan- 
Now  the  council  did  not  give  a  decided  tonly,  but  from  the  absolute  necessity,  as 
opinion  against  the  prosecution,  but,  upon  the  your  lordships  will  see,  of  the  case.  I  do  not 
face  of  the  case,  they  expressed  great  doubts  mean  to  reflect  upon  this  gentleman  ;  I  believe, 
upon  it ;  for  with  such  a  strange,  disorderly,  at  the  time  when  he  maide  this  case,  and  es- 
imperfect,  and  confused  case,  as  was  laid  be-  pecially  the  article,  which  I  state  as  a  ftdn- 
fore  them,  they  could  not  advise  a  prosecution :  .ficatum,  he  must  have  trusted  to  some  of  the 
and,  in  my  opinion,  they  went  no  further  ;  and  servants  of  the  company,  who  were  but  young 
indeed  upon  that  case,  that  went  before  them,  in  their  service  at  that  time.  There  was  a 
I,  who  am  authorized  by  the  Commons  to  pro-  very  great  errour  committed,  but  by  whom,  or 
secute,  do  admit,  that  a  great  doubt  might  lie  how,  your  lordships  in  the  course  of  this  in- 
upon  the  most  deciding  mind,  whether,  under  quiry  will  find.  What  I  charge  first  is,  that 
the  circumstances  there  stated,  a  prosecution  the  case  was  improperly  stated  ;  2dly,  that  it 
could  be  or  ought  to  be  pursued.  I  do  not  say,  was  partially  stated  ;  and  that,  afterwards,  a 
which  way  my  mind  would  have  turned  upon  further  report  was  made  upon  reference  to  the 
that  very  imperfect  state  of  the  case ;  but  I  still  same  officer  in  the  committee.  Now,  my  k)rdfl^ 
allow  so  much  to  their  very  great  ability,  great  of  the  three  charges,  which  I  have  made,  the 
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two  fiNrmer,  namely,    the  misrepresentation!  council  of  Bengal  respecting  the  conduct  of 
and  suppression,  were  applicable  to  the  c£ise ;  the  members  of  the  last  administration.   That 
but  all  the  three,  misrepresentation,  suppres-  inquiry  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  charge 
sion,  and  falsification,  were  applicable  to  the  and  not  the  charge  brought  forward,  as  they 
report.              ^       ^     ^  would  have  it  believed,  in  consequence  of  the 
This  I  say  in  vindication  of  the  opinions  inquiry.    There  is  no  mention,  tliat  that  in- 
given,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  quiry  had  been  expressly  ordered  by  the  court 
who  may  be  imposed  upon  by  them.    I  wish  of  directors ;  but  it  is  stated,  as  though  it  was  a 
the  word  to  be  understood :  when  I  say  impos'  voluntary  inquiry.  Now  there  is  always  some- 
ed,  I  always  mean  by  it  the  weight  and  autho-  thing  doubtful  in  voluntary  inquiries  with  re- 
rity  carried ;  a  meaning,  which  this  word  per-  gard  to  the  people  concerned.    He  then  sup- 
haps  has  not  got  yet  thoroughly  in  the  English  poses  upon  this  inquiry  that  to  be  the  charge, 
language ;  but  in  a  neighbouring  language  t?n-  which  is  not  the  charge  at  all.    The  crime,  as 
posing  means,  that  it  weighs  upon  men's  minds  I  have  stated,  consisted  of  two  distinct  parts, 
with  a  sovereign  authority.    To  say,  that  the  but  both   inferring  the  same  corruption:  the 
opinions  of  learned  men,  though  even  thus  ob-  first,  two  lacks  of  rupees  taken  expressly  for 
tained,  may  not  have  weight  with  this  court,  or  the  nomination  of  this  woman  to  this  place, 
with  any  court,  is  a  kind  of  compliment  I  can-  and  the  other,  one  lack  and  an  half  of  rupees 
not  pay  to  them  at  the  expense  of  that  common  in  effect  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the 
nature,  in  which  I  and  all  human  beings  are  name  and  colour  of  an  entertainment.    The 
involved.  drawer  of  the  case  finding,  that  in  the  one 
He  states  in  the  case  the  covenants  and  the  case,  namely,  the  two  lacks  of  rupees,  the  evi- 
salary  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  his  emoluments,  ence  was  more  weak,  but  that  no  justification 
▼ery  fairly.    I  do  not  object  to  any  part  of  that,  could  be  set  up  ;  finding  in  the  other,  the  lack 
He  then  proceeds  to  state  very  partially  the  and  an  half  of  rupees,  the  proof  strong,  and 
business,  upon  which  the  committee  of  circuit  not  to  be  resisted,  but  that  some  justification 
went,  and  without  opening  whose  conduct  we  was  to  be  found  for  it,  lays  aside  the  charge 
cannot  fiiUy  bring  before  you   this  charge  of  of  the  two  lacks  totally ;  and  the  evidence  be- 
bribery.    He  then  states,  "  That  an  inquiry  longing  to  it,  which  was  considered  as  ratAor 
having  been  made  by  the  present  supreme  weak,  is  applied  to  the  other  charge  of  a  lack 
council  of  Bengal,  respecting  the  conduct  of  and  an  half,  the  proof  of  which  upon  its  own 
the  members  of  the  last  administration,  several  evidence  was  irresistible. 
charges  have  been  made,  stating  moneys  very  My  speech,  I  hope,  your  lordships  consider 
improperly  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  during  as  only  pointing  out  to  your  attention  these 
the  time  of  the  late  administration ;  among  particulars.    Tour  lordships  will  see  it  exem- 
these  is  one,  of  his  having  received  150,000  plified  throughout  the  whole,  that  when  there 
rupees  of  Munny  Begum,  Qie  guardian  of  the  is  evidence  (for  some  evidence  is  brought)  that 
naix>b,  who  is  an  infant.*'  does  belong  to  the  lack  and  an  half,  it  is  en- 
In  this  statement  of  the  case  every  thing  is  tirely  passed  by,  the  most  material  circum- 
put  out  of  its  true  place.    Mr.  Hastings  was  stances  are  weaicened,  the  whole  strength  and 
not  charged  with  receiving  a  lack  and  an  half  force  of  them  taken  away.    Every  one  knows 
of  rupees  from  Munny  Begum,  the  guardian  how  true  it  is  of  evidence,  juncta  juvatU  : 
ofthe  nabob,  for  she  was  not  then  his  guardian;  but  here  everything  is  broken  and  smashed 
but  he  was  charged  with  receiving  a  lack  and  to  pieces,  and  nothing  but  disorder  appears, 
an  half  of  rupees  for  removing  the  nabob's  through  the  whole.    For  your  lordships  will 
own  mother,  who  wsis  his  natural  guardian,  observe,  that  the  proof,  that  belongs  to  one 
and  substituting  this  step-mother,  who  was  a  thing,  is  put  as  belonging  to  another,  and  the 
prostitute,  in  her  place;  whereas  here  it  sup-  proof  of  the  other  brought  in  a  weak  and 
poses  he  found  her  a  guardian,  and  that  she  had  imperfect  manner  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  and 
made  him  a  present,  which  alters  the  whole  with  every  kind  of  observation  to  rebut  and 
nature  of  the  case.    The  case,  in  the  recital  weaken  it ;  and  when  this  evidence  is  produo- 
of  the  charge,  sets  out  with  what  every  one  of  ed,  which  appears  inapplicable  almost  in  all 
your  lordships  knows  now  not  to  be  the  truth  the  parts,  in  many  doubtful,  confused,  and  per- 
of  the  fact,  nor  the  thing,  that  in  itself  implies  plexed,  and  in  some  even  contradictory,  which 
the  criminality :  he  ought  to  have  stated  that  it  will  be,  when  the  evidence  to  one  thing  it 
in  the  beginning  of  the  business.    The  sup-  brought  to  apply  and  bear  upon  another :  good 
pressions  in  the  recital  are  amazing :  he  states  hopes  were  entertained  in  consequence,  that 
an  inquiry  having  been  made  by  &e  supreme  that  would  bi^pen,  which  in  part  did  happeOt, 
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namely,  that  the  counsel,  distracted  and  con-  ed,  he  is  master  both  of  the  lawyers,  aad  o( 

ftued,  and  finding  no  satisfaction  in  the  case,  the  mind  of  mankind. 

could  not  advise  a  prosecution.  My  lords,  I  have  here  attempted  to  point 

But  what  is  still  more  material  and  weighty,  out  the  extreme  inconsistencies  and  defects  of 

many  particulars  are  suppressed  in  this  case,  this  proceeding  ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships  to 

and  still  more  in  the  report ;  and  turning  from  consider,  with  respect  to  these  proceedings  of 

the  case  to  the  proceedings  of  the  persons,  who  the  India  bouse  in  their  prosecutions,  that  it  is 


charge  against  these  person?,  at  the  very  same  and  under  their  sanction  to  carry  the  accused 
time  that  they  suppress  and  do  not  bring  for-  through  the  world  as  acquitted, 
ward,  either  in  the  charge  or  upon  the  report,  These  are  the  material  circumstances,  which 
what  the  other  party  have  said  in  their  own  will  be  submitted  to  your  lordships'  sober  con- 
justification.     The  consequence  of  this  ma-  sideration  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.     I 
nagement  was,  that  a  body  of  evidence,  which  have  now  stated  them  on  these  two  accounts : 
would  have  made  this  case  the  clearest  in  the  first,  to  rebut  the  reason,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
world,  and  which  I  hope  we  shall  make  to  ap-  has  assigned  for  not  giving  any  satisfaction  to 
pear  so  to  your  lordships,  was  rendered  for  the  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  because  they 
most  part  inapplicable,  and  the  whole  puzzled  did  not  want  it,  having  dropped  a  prosecution 
and  confused  :  I  say,  for  the  most  part,  for  upon  great  authorities  and  opinions  :  and  next 
some  parts  did  apply,  but  miserably  applied,  to  to  show  your  lordships,  how  a  business,  begun 
the  case.    From  their  own  state  of  the  case  in  bribery,  is  tu  be  supported  only  by  fraud, 
they  would  have  it  inferred,  that  the  fault  was  deceit,  and  collusion  :  aiid  how  the  receiving 
not  in  their  way  of  representing  it,  but  in  the  of  bribes  by  a  govemour-general  of  Bengal 
infirmity,  confusion,  and  disorder  of  the  proofs  tends  to  taint  the  whole  service  fi'om  beginning 
themselves  ;  but  this,  I  trust,  we  shall  satisfy  to  end,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
you  is  by  no  means  the  case.    I  rest,  however,  But  though  upon  the  partial  case,  that  was 
upon  the  proof  of  partiality  in  this  business,  of  presented  to  them,  these  great  lawyers  did  not 
the  imposition  upon  the  council,  whether  de-  advise  a  prosecution  ;  and  though  even  upon 
signed  or  not,  and  of  the  bias  given  by  adding  a  full  representation  of  a  case,  a  lawyer  might 
an  appendix  with  Mr.  Hastings's  own  remarks  think  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  prosecuted, 
upon  the  case,  without  giving  the  reasons  of  the  yet  he  may  consider  him  to  be  the  vilest  man 
other  parties  for  their  conduct.    Now,  if  there  upon  earth.    We  know,  men  are  acquitted  in 
was  nothing  else  than   the  fallacious  recital,  the  great  tribunals,  in  which  several  lords  of 
and  afterwards  the  suppression,  I  believe  any  this  country  have  presided,  and  who,  perhaps, 
rational  and  sober  man  would  see  perfect,  good,  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  there,  and  pro- 
and  sufficient  ground  for  laying  aside  any  au-  secuted  before  them,  and  yet  about  whose  de- 
thority,  that  can  be  derived  from  the  opinions  linquency  there  could  be  no  doubt.    But  though 
of  persons,  though  of  the  first  character:  (and,  we  have  here  sufficient  reason  to  jintify  the 
I  am  sure,  no  man  living  does  more  homage  to  great  lawyers,  whose  names  and  authorities  are 
their  learning,  impartiality,  and  understanding,  produced,  yet  Mr.  Hastings  has  extended  that 
than  I  do :)  first,  because  the  statement  of  the  authority  beyond  the  length  of  their  opinions, 
case  has  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion ;  and  For  being  no  longer  under  the  terrour  of  the 
secondly,  as  to  the  matter,  added  as  an  appen-  law,  which,  he  said,  restrained  him  from  raak- 
dix,  which  gives  the  representation  of  the  de-  ing  his  defence,  he  was  then  bound  to  give 
linquent,  and  omits  the  representation  of  his  that  satisfaction  to  his  masters  and  the  worid, 
prosecutors,  it  is  observed  very  properly  and  which  every  man  in  honour  is  bound  to  do, 
very  wisely  by  one  of  the  great  men,  before  when  a  grave  accusation  is  brought  against 
whom  this  evidence  was  laid,  that  **  The  evi-  him.     But  this  business  of  the  law  I  wish  to 
dence,  as  it  is  here  stated,  is  still  more  defeo-  sleep  from  this  moment,  till  the  time  when  it 
tive,  if  the  appendix  is  adopted  by  die  direc-  shall  come  before  you  ;  though  I  smq>ect,  and 
tors,  and  meant  to  make  a  part  of  the  case,  have  had  reason  (sitting  in  committees  m  the 
For  that  throws  discredit  upon  all  the  informal-  House  of  Commons)  to  believe,  that  there  was 
tion  so  collected.'*    Certainly  it  does ;  for  if  in  the  India  house  a  bond  of  iniquity,  soma- 
Ihe  delinquent  party,  who  is  to  be  prosecuted,  where  or  other,  which  was  able  to  unpoee  in 
be  heard  with  his  own  representation  of  the  the  first  instance  upon  the  solicitor,  the  guilt 
case,  and  that  of  his  prosecutors  be  suppress-  of  which  being  of  another  nature  I  shall  state 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  427 

heroafter,  that  your  lordships  may  be  able  to  dis-  he  had  given  his  opinion  in  favour  of  Mr. 
cover,  through  whose  means,  and  whose  fraud,  Hastings's  judgment.  "  The  meeting  of  the 
Mr.  Hastings  obtained  these  opinions.  council  depends  on  the  pleasure  of  the  go- 
lf, however,  all  the  great  lawyers  had  been  vemour ;  and  I  think  the  duration  of  it  must 
unanimous  upon  that  occasion,  still  it  would  do  so  too.  But  it  was  as  great  a  crime  to 
have  been  necessary  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  say,  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sinister 
I  cannot,  according  to  my  opinion,  be  brought  motives,  as  it  would  be  to  assume  the  power 
to  give  an  account  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  I  of  dissolving,  if  he  had  it  not.  I  believe,  he 
have  got  great  lawyers  to  declare,  that  upcm  is  the  first  governour,  that  ever  dissolved  a 
the  case  laid  before  them  they  cannot  advise  council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour,  when  he 
a  prosecution  ;  but  now  is  the  time  for  me  to  was  innocent.  Before  he  could  summon  three 
come  forward,  and  being  no  longer  in  fear,  councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully 
that  my  defence  may  be  turned  against  me,  I  to  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  such 
will  produce  my  defence  for  the  satisfaction  of  conduct,  to  contnnce  every  bocb/j  beyond  a  d<mblf 
my  masters,  and  the  vindication  of  my  own  of  his  amadous  guiU." 

character.    But  besides  this  doubtful  opinion,  Mr.  Sayer,   then,  among   other  learned 
for   I  believe  your  lordships  will  find  it  no  people  (and  if  he  had  not  been  the  man  that 
better  than  a  doubtful  opinion,  given  by  persons  I  have  described,  yet  from  his  intimate  con- 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  honour,  and  given  nexion  with  the  company  his  opinion  must  be 
with  a  strong  censure  upon  the  state  of  the  supposed  to  have  great  weight)  having  used 
case,  there  were  also  some  great  lawyers,  men  expressions    as  strong  as   the   persons,  who 
of  great  authority  in  the  kingdom,  who  gave. a  have  ever  criminated  Mr.  Hastings  most  for 
full  and  decided  opinion,  that  a  prosecution  the  worst  of  his  crimes,  have  ever  used  to 
ought  to  be  instituted  against  him ;  but  the  qualify  and  describe  ihem,  and  having  ascribed 
court   of  directors   decided  otherwise,   they  his  conduct  to  base  and  sinister  motives,  he 
overruled  those  opinions,  and  acted  upon  the  was  bound  upon  that  occasion  to  justify  that 
opinions  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings.    When,  strong  conduct  allowed  to  be  legal,  and  charged 
therefore,  he  knew,  that  the  great  men  in  the  at  the  same  time,  to  be  violent.    Mr.  Has- 
law  were  divided  upon  the  propriety  of  a  pro-  tings  was  obliged  then  to  produce  something 
secution,  but  that  the  directors  had  decided  in  his  justification :  he  never  did.     Therefore, 
in  his   favour,   he   was  the    more    strongly  for  all  the  reasons  assigned  by  himself,  drawn 
bound  to  enter  into  a  justification  of  his  con-  from  the  circumstances  of  prosecution  and 
duct.  non-prosecution,  and  from  opinions  of  lawyers 
But  there  was  another  great  reason,  which  and  colleagues ;  the  court  of  directors  at  the 
should  have  induced  him  to  do  this ;  one  great  same  time  censuring  his  conduct,  and  strongly 
lawyer,  known  to  many  of  your  lordships,  Mr.  applauding  the  conduct  of  those,  who  were 
Sayer,  a  very  honest  intelligent  man,  who  had  adverse  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings  was,  I  say,  from 
long  served  the  company,  and  well  knew  their  those  accumulated  circumstances,  bound  to 
affairs,  had  given  an  opinion  concerning  Mr.  get  rid  of  the  infamy  of  a  conduct,  which 
Hastings's  conduct  in  stopping  these  prosecu-  could  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  base  and 
tioDS.    There  was  an  abstract  question  put  to  sinister  motives,  and  which  could  have  no 
Mr.  Sayer,  and  other  great  lawyers,  separat-  effect  but  to  convince  men  of  his  conscious- 
ed  from  many  of  the  circumstances  of  this  ness  that  he  was  guilty.    From  all  these  cir- 
btisiness,  concerning  a  point,  which  incident-  cumstances  I  infer,  that  no  man  could  have 
ally  arose ;  and  this  was,  whether  Mr.  Has-  endured  this  load  of  infamy,  and,  to  this  time, 
tings,  as  govemour-general,  had  a  power  so  have  given  no  explanation  of  his  conduct, 
to  dissolve  the  council,  that  if  he  declared  it  unless   for  the   reason,   which   this    learned 
dissolved,  they  could  not  sit,  and  do  any  legal  counsel  gives,  and  which  your  lordships,  and 
and  regular  act.    It  was  a  great  question  with  the  world  will  give,  namely,  his  conscious  guilt. 
the  lawyers  at  the  time,  and  there  was  a  di&  Afler  leaving  upon  your  minds  that  pre- 
ference of  opinion  on  it.    Mr.  Sayer  was  one  mmption,  not  to  operate  without  proof,  but  to 
of  those  who  were  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  operate  along  with  the  proof  (though,  I  take 
the  govemour-general  had  a  power  of  dissolv-  it,  there  are  some  presumptions,  that  go  the  full 
ing  the  council,  and  that  the  council  could  not  length  of  proof)  I  shall  not  press  it  to  the 
legally  sit  afler  such  dissolution :  but  what  length  to  which  I  think  it  would  go,  but  use 
was  his  remark  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  ccmduct?  it  only  as  auxiliary,  assisting,  and  compurga- 
and  you   must  suppose  his  remaik  of  more  tory  of  all  the  other  evidences,  that  go  along 
weight,  because,  upon  the  abstract  qaestkxi,  with  it. 
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There  is  another  circumstance,  which  must  dreadful  extortion,  tending  to  hinder  the  pco- 

come  before  your  lordships  in  this  business,  pie  who  give  it,  not  only  from  giving  enters 

If  you  find,  thai  Mr.  Hastings  lias  received  tainmcnt,  but  from  having  bread  to  eat  them- 

the    two    lacks    of   rupees,    then    you    will  selves.     Therefore,  if  any  such  entertainment 

find,  that   he   was  guilty,  wiiiiout  colour  or  was  customary,  the  custom  was  perverted  by 

pretext  of  any  kind  whatever,  of  acting   in  the  abuse   of  its  being   continued  for  three 

violation  of  his  covenant,  of  acting  in  viola-  months  togedier.     It  was  longer  than  Aha- 

lion  of  tlie  laws,  and  all  the  rules  of  honour  suerus's  feast.     There   is  a    feast  of  reason 

and   conscience.     If  you  find,   that  he   has  and  a  flow  of  soul ;  but  Mr.  Hastings's  feast 

taken  the  lack  and  an  half,  which  he  admits,  was  a  feast  of  avarice,  and  a  flow  of  money: 

but  which  he  justifies  under  the  pretence  of  no  wonder  he  was  unwilling  to  rise  from  such 

an  entertainment,  I  shall  beg  to  say  somo-  a  table ;   he  continued  to  sit  at  that  table  for 

thing  to  your  lordships  concerning  that  justifi*  three  montlis. 
cation.  In  his  covenant  he  is  forbidden  expressly  to 

The  justification  set  up  is,  that  he  went  up  take  any  allowance  above  £.400,  and  forbid- 

from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  and  paid  a  den  to  take  any  allowance  above  £.100  with* 

visit  of  three  months,  and  that  there  an  allow-  out  the  knowledge,  consent,  and  approbation 

ance  was  made  to  him  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  the  council  to  which  he  belongs  : — now,  he 

a  day  in  lieu  of  an  entertainment.    Now,  my  takes  £.16,000,  not  only  without  the  consent 

lords,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  determine,  if  there  of  the  council,  but  without  their  knowledge ; 

was  such  a  custom,  whether  or  no  his  cove-  without  the  knowledge  of  any  other  human 

nant  justifies  his  conformity  with  it.  I  remem-  being:  it  was  kept  hid  in  the  darkest  and 

ber  Lord  Coke,  talking  of  the  Brehon  law  in  most  secret  recesses  of  his  own  black  agents 

Ireland,  says,  it  is  no  law,  but  a  lewd  custom,  and  confidants,  and  those  of  Munny  Begum. 

A  govemour  is  to  conform  himself  to  the  laws  Why  is  it  a  secret  ?   Hospitality,  generosity, 

of  his  own  country,  to  the  stipulations  of  those  virtues  of  that  kind,  are  full  of  display :  there 

that  employ  them,  and  not  to  the  lewd  customs  is  an  ostentation,  a  pomp  in  them ;  they  want 

of  any  other  country:  those  customs  are  more  to  be  shown  to  the  world,  not  concealed.    The 

honoured  in  tlie  breach  than  in  the  observance,  concealment  of  acts  of  charity  is  what  makes 

If  Mr.  Hastings  was  really  feasted  and  en-  them  acceptable   in  the  eyes  of  Him,  with 

tertained  with  the  magnificence  oi  the  coun-  regard  to  whom  there  can  be  no  concealment: 

try,  if  there  was  an  entertainment  of  dancing  but  acts  of  corruption  are  kept  secret,  not  to 

girls  brought  out  to  amuse  him  in  his  leisure  keep  them  secret  fi'om  the  eye  of  Him,  whom 

hours,  if  he  was  feasted  with  the  hoc^  and  the  person,  that  observes  the  secrecy,  does  not 

every  other  luxury,  there  is  something  to  be  ^r,  nor  perhaps    believe   in;   but  to  keep 

said  for  him,  though  I  should  not  justify  a  go-  them  secret  from  the  eyes  of  mankind,  whose 

vemour-general    wasting  his   days    in    that  opinions  he  does  fear  in  the  immediate  effect 

manner.    But  in  fact  here  was  no  entertain-  of  them,  and  in  their  future   consequences, 

ment,  that  could  amount  to  such  a  sum  ;  aiKl  Therefore,  he  had  but  one  reason  to  keep  this 

he  has  no  where  proved  the  existence  of  such  so  daric  and  profbimd  a  secret,  till  it  was  drag* 

a  custom.  ged  into  day  in  spite  of  him  ;  he  had  no 

But  if  such  a  custom  did  exist,  which  I  reaM>n  to  keep  it  a  secret,  but  his  knowing 

contend  is  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  it  was  a  proceeding  that  could  not  bear  the 

in  the  observance,  that  custom  is  capable  of  light.    Charity  is  the  only  virtue,  that  I  ever 

being  abused  to  the  grossest  extortion ;  and  heard  of,  that  derives  from  its  retirement  any 

that  it  was  so  abused,  will  strike  your  lord-  part   of  its  lustre  ;  the  others  require  to  be 

ships'  minds  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  hardly  spread  alMtiad  in  the  face  c^  day.     Such  can- 

oeed  detail  the  circumstances  of  it.    What !  dies  should  not  be  hid  under  a  bushel,  and, 

£.200  to  bo  given  to  a  man  for  one  day's  en-  like  the  illuminations  which   men   light  up 

tertainment  ?  If  there  is  an  end  of  it  there,  when  they  mean  to  express  great  joy  and 

it  ruins  nobody,  and  cannot  be  supposed,  to  a  great  magnificence  for  a  great  event,  their 

great  degree,  to  corrupt  any  body  ;  but,  when  very  splendour  is  a  part  of  their  excellence, 

that  entertainment  is  renewed,  day  after  day,  We  upon  our  feasts  light  up  this  whole  capital 

f(Mr  three  months,  it  is  no  longer  a  compliment  city  :  we  in  our  feasts  invite  all  the  work! 

to  the  man,  but  a  great  pecuniary  advantage ;  to  partake  them.     Mr.    Hastings  feasts  ii 

and,  (HI  the  other  hand,  to  the  person  giving  it,  the  dark ;  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  alone ;  Blr. 

a  grievous,  an  intolerable  burden.    It  then  Hastings  feasts  like  a  wild  beast ;  he  growh 

becomes  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  and  in  the  comer  over  the  dying  and  the  dea<l| 
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the  tigers  ot'  that  country,  who  drag  their  them  is  applicable  to  him,  I  know  not.  I  say, 
f  into  the  jungles.  Nobody  knows  of  it,  that  the  allowance  of  £. 3,000  was  noble  and 
he  is  brought  into  judgment  for  the  flock  liberal ;  for  it  is  not  above  a  day  or  two's 
has  destroyed.  His  is  the  entertainment  journey  to  Moorsliedabad,  and  by  his  taking 
Tantalus  ;  it  is  an  entertainment  from  his  road  by  Kissenagore,  he  could  not  be 
ich  the  sun  hid  his  light.  longer.  He  had  a  salary  to  live  upon,  and  he 
Sut  was  it  an  entertainment  upon  a  visit  ?  must  live  somewhere  ;  and  he  was  actually 
is  Mr.  Hastings  upon  a  visit?  No;  he  paid  i> .3,000  for  travelling  charges  for  three 
I  executing  a  commission  for  the  company  months,  which  was  at  the  rate  of  £.12,000  a 
a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moor-  year— a  large,  an  abundant  sum. 
dabad,  and  by  no  means  upon  a  visit  to  If  you  once  admit,  that  a  man  for  an  enter- 
nabob.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  upon  tainment  shall  take  sixteen  thousand  pounds, 
lething,  that  might  be  more  properly  called  there  never  will  be  any  bribe,  any  C(MTUpti(m, 
laitation :  he  came  as  a  heavy  calamity,  that  may  not  be  justified ;  the  corrupt  man 
!  a  famine  or  a  pestilence  on  a  country ;  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  a  visit,  and  then 
ae  there  to  do  the  severest  act  in  the  world,  that  very  moment  he  may  receive  any  sum 
he  himself  expresses,  to  take  the  bread —  under  the  name  of  this  entertainment ;  tliat 
rally  the  bread,  from  about  a  thousand  of  moment  his  covenants  are  annulled,  his  bonds 

nobles  of  the  country,  and  to  reduce  them  and  obligations  destroyed,  the  act  of  parlia- 

i  situation,  which  no  man  can  hear  of  with-  ment  repealed,  and  it  is  no  longer  bribery; 

shuddering.    When  you  consider,  that,  it  is  no  longer  corruption,  it  is  no  longer  pecu- 

ile  he  was  thus  entertained  himself,  he  was  lation ;  it  is  nothing  but  thanks  for  obliging 

lishing    fourteen  hundred  of  the   nobility  inquiries,  and  a  compliment  according  to  the 

I  gentry  of  the  country,  you  will  not  con-  mode  d*  the  country,  by  which  he  mi^es  his 

ve  it  to  be  any  extenuation  of  his  crimes,  fortune. 

t  he  was  there,  not  upon  a  visit,  but  upon  What  hinders    him  from    renewing    that 

luty  the  harshest,  that  could  be  executed,  visit  ?    If  you  support    this  distinction,  you 

ti  to  the  persons,  who  executed,  and  the  will   teach  the  govemour-general,  instead  of 

»ple,  who  suffered  from  it.  attending  his  business  at  the  capital,  \o  make 

!t  is  mentioned  and  supposed  in  the  obser-  journeys  through  the  country,  putting  every 

ions  upon  this  case,  though  no  circum-  great  man    of  that  country  under  the  most 

aces  relative  to  the  person,  or  the  nature  ruinous  contributions ;  and  as  this  custom  is 

Lhe  visit,  are  stated,  that  this  expense  was  in  no  manner  confined  to  the  governour-gene- 

aething,  which  he  might  have  charged  to  ral,  but  extends,  as  it  must  upon  that  princi- 

Qompany,  and  did  not.    It  is  first  sup-  pie,  to  every  servant  of  the  company  in  any 

«d  by  the  learned  counsel,  who  made  the  station  whatever,  then,  if  each  of  them  were 

lervation,  that  it  was  a  public,  allowed,  to  receive  an  entertainment,  I  will  venture  to 

I  acknowledged  thing ;  then,  that  he  had  say,  that  the  greatest  ravage  of  an  hostile 

charged  the  company  any  thing  for  it.    I  army  could  not  indeed  destroy  the  country 

'e  looked  into  that  business :  in  the  first  more  entirely  than  the  company's  servants  by 

ce,  I  see  no  such  custom ;  and  if  there  was  such  visits. 

:h  a  custom,  there  was  the  most  abusive  Your    lordships  will  see,  that  there  are 

lemployment  of  it.    I  find  that  in  that  year  grounds  for  suspicion,  not  supported  with  the 

re  was  paid  from  the  company's  cash  ao-  same  evidence,  but  with  evidence  of  great 

int  to  the  govemour's  travelling  charges  probability,  that  there  was  another  entertain- 

id  he  had  no  other  journey  at  that  end  of  ment  given  at  the  expense  of  another  lack  of 

year)  thirty  thousand  rupees,  which   is  rupees;  and  there  is  also  great  probability, 

Mit  £.3,000 ;  and  when  we  consider  that  he  that  Mr.  Hastings  received  two  lacks  of  rupees 

B  in  the  receipt  of  near  £.30,000,  besides  and  Mr.  Middleton  another  lack.    The  whole 

nuzzers,  which  amount  to  several  thou-  of  the  nabob's  revenues  would  have  been  ex- 

id  a  year,  and  that  he  is  allowed  £.3,000  hausted  by  these  two  men,  if  they  had  staid 

the  company  for  his  travelling  expenses ; —  there  a  whole  year,  and  they  staid  three  months. 

it  right  to  charge  up(m  the  miserable  peo-  Nothing  will  be  secured  from  the  company's 

whom  he  was  defrauding  of  their  bread,  servants,  so  long  as  they  can  find,  under  this 

16,000  for  his  entertainment  ?  name,  or  under  pretence  of  any  corrupt  cus- 

!  find,  that  there  are  also  other  great  sums  torn  of  the  countiy,  a  vicious  excuse  for  this  cor- 

itive  to  the  expenses  of  the  committee  of  rupt  practice.    The  excuse  is  worse  than  the 

ciiit,  which  he  was  up(m.    How  much  of  thing  itself.    I  leave  it  then  with  your  judg- 
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roent  to  decide,  whether  you  will    or  not  he  would  have  abstained  from  giving  any  f^l^ 

(if  this  juatificaiion  comes  before   you)  esta-  ther  ground  for  suspicion  by  a  repetition  of  the 

blish  a  principle,  which  would  put  all  Bengal  same  acts  through   the  same  person  ;  as  no 

in  a   worse  situation   than  an  hostile  army  other  reason  could  be  furnished  for  such  acta, 

could  do,  and  ruin  all  the  company's  servants  done    directly  contrary  to   the  order  of  his 

by  sending  them  from  their  duty  to  go  round  super iours,  but  that  he  wa«  actuated  by  the 

robbing  the  whole  country  under  the  name  of  influence  of  bribery.     Your  lordships  would 

entertainments.  imagine,  that  when  this  Munny  Begum  was 

My  lords,  I  have  now  done  with  this  first  removed  upon  a  charge  of  corruption,  Mr. 
part ;  namely,  the  presumption  arising  from  Hastings  would  have  left  her  quiet  in  tranquil 
his  refusal  to  make  any  defence,  on  pretence  obscurity,  and  that  he  would  no  longer  hare 
that  the  charge  brought  against  him  might  be  attempted  to  elevate  her  into  a  situation,  which 
referred  to  a  o»urt  of  justice,  and  from  the  furnished  against  himself  so  much  disgrace 
non^performancc  of  his  promise  to  give  satis-  and  obloquy,  and  concerning  which  he  stood 
faction  to  his  employers;  and  when  that  pre-  charged  with  a  direct  and  positive  act  of  bri- 
tence  was  removed,  still  refusing  to  pive  that  bery.  Your  lordships  well  know,  that  upon 
satisfaction,  though  suffering  as  he  did  under  the  deposition  of  that  great  magistrate.  Ma- 
a  load  of  infamy  and  obloquy,  and  though  homed  Reza  Kh^n,  this  woman  was  appoint- 
urged  to  give  it  by  persons  of  the  greatest  ed  to  supply  his  place.  The  govemour-gene- 
character.  I  have  staled  this  to  your  lordships  ral  and  council  (the  majority  of  them  being 
as  the  strongest  presumption  of  guilt,  and  that  then  Sir  John  Clave  ring.  Colonel  Monson, 
this  presumption  is  strengthened  by  the  very  and  Mr.  Francis)  had  made  a  provisional  ar- 
excuse,  which  he  fabricated  for  a  part  of  his  rangement  for  the  time,  until  they  should  be 
bribes,  when  he  knew,  that  the  proof  of  them  authorized  to  fill  up  the  place  in  a  proper  roan- 
was  irresistible,  and  that  this  excuse  is  a  high  ner.  Soon  after  there  came  from  Europe  a 
aggravation  of  his  guilt ;  that  this  excuse  is  letter,  expressing  the  satisfaction  which  the 
not  supported  by  law,  that  it  is  not  supported  court  of  directors  had  received  in  the  acquit- 
by  reason,  that  it  does  not  stand  with  his  tal  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n,  expressing  a  re- 
covenant,  but  carries  with  it  a  manifest  proof  gard  for  his  character,  an  high  opinion  of  his 
of  corruption  ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  justified  abilities,  and  a  great  disposition  to  make  hiro 
by  any  principle,  custom,  or  usage  whatever,  some  recompense  for  his  extreme  suffering; 
My  lords,  I  say  I  have  done  with  the  pre-  and  accordingly  they  ordered,  that  he  should 
sumption  arising  from  his  conduct  as  it  regard-  be  again  employed.  Having  no  exact  ideas 
ed  the  fact  specifically  charged  against  him,  of  the  state  of  employments  in  that  country, 
and  with  respect  to  the  relation  he  stood  in  they  made  a  mistake  in  the  specific  employ- 
to  the  court  of  directors,  and  from  the  attempt  ment,  for  which  they  named  him ;  for  being  a 
he  made  to  justify  that  conduct.  I  believe  Mabomedan,  and  the  head  of  the  Mahome- 
your  lordships  will  think  both  one  and  the  other  dans  in  that  country,  he  was  named  to  an  of- 
strong  presumptions  of  his  criminality,  and  of  fice,  which  must  be  held  by  a  Gfentoo.  But 
his  knowledge,  that  the  act  he  was  doing  was  the  majority,  I  have  just  named,  who  never 
criminal.  endeavoured  by  any  base  and  delusive  means 

I  have  another  fact  to  lay  before  your  lord-  to  fly  from  their  duty,  or  not  to  execute  it  at 

ships,  which  affords  a  further  presumption  of  all,  because  they  were  desired  to  execute  it 

his  guilt,  and  which  will  show  the  mischiev-  in  a  way,  in  which  they  could  not  execute  it, 

ous    consequences  of  it;  and,  I  trust,  your  followed  the  spirit  of  the  order ;  and  finding, 

lordships  will  not  blame  me  for  going  a  little  tliat  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn,  before  his  im- 

into  it.    Your  lordships  know  we  charge,  that  prisonroent  and  trial,  had  been  in  possesskn 

the  appointment  of  such  a  woman  as  Munny  of  another   employment,   they  followed   the 

Begum  to  the  guardianship  of  the  nabob,  to  spirit  of  the  instructions  of  the  directors,  and 

tlie  superintendency   of  the   civil  justice  of  replaced  him  in  that  employment;  by  which 

the  country,  and  to  the  representation  of  the  means  there  was  an  end  put  to  the  government 

whole   government,  was  made  for   no  other  of  Munny  Begum ;  the  country  reverted  to  its 

purpose,  than  that  through  this  corrupt  woman  natural  state,  and  men  of  the  first  rank  in  the 

£.16,000  a  year,  the  whole  tattered  remains  country  were  placed  in  the  first  situations  in 

of  the  nabob's  grandeur,  might  be  a  prey  to  it.    The  seat  of  judicature  was  filled  with 

Mr.  Hastings  ;  it  could  be  for  no  other.    Now  wisdom,  gravity,  and  letuming,  and  Munny  Be- 

your  lordships  would  imagine,  that  after  this,  gum  sunk  into  that  situation,  into  which  ft 

knowing  he  was  already  grievously  suspectedf  woman,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  practicsi 
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that  she  had  been  engaged  in,  naturally  would  her,  not  out  of  that  part  of  the  nabob's  allow- 
sink  at  her  time  of  life.    Mr.  Hastings  re-  ance,  which  was  to  support  the  seraglio,  but 
sisted  this  appointment.    He  trifled  with  the  out  of  the  allowance  of  this  very  magistrate, 
company's  orders  on  account  of  the  letter  of  just  as  if  such  a  thing  had  been  done  here  out 
them,  and  endeavoured  to  disobey  the  spirit  of  the  salary  of  a  lord  chancellour  or  a  lord 
of  them.     However  the   majority  overbore  chief  justice ; — out  of  the  two  lacks  and  an 
him ;   they  put  Mahomed  Reza   Khl^n  into  half  of  rupees,  that  is,  about  twenty-four  or 
his  former  situation,  and  as  a  proof  and  seal  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  a  year,  he  order- 
to  the  honour  and  virtue  of  their  character,  ed  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  Munny  Begum 
there   was   not  a    breath  of  suspicion,  that  of  72,000  rupees  per  annum,  or  £.7,200  a 
they  had  any  corrupt  motive  for  this  conduct,  year ; — ^for  the  nabob's  own  mother,  whom  he 
They  were  odious  to  many  of  the  India  house  thrust  as  usual  into  a  subordinate  situation,  he 
here;  they  were  odious  to  that  corrupt  influ-  made  an  allowance  of  £.3,000; — to  the  Sudden* 
ence,  which  had  begun  and  was  going  on  to  ul-Huk  Kh^n,  which  is,  translated  into  Eng- 
ruin  India.    But  in  the  face  of  all  this  odium,  lish,  the  lord  chief  justice,  he  allowed  the  same 
they  gave  the  appointment  to  Mahomed  Reza  sum,  that  he  did  to  the  dancing  girl,  (which 
Kh^n,  because  Uie  act  contained  in  itself  its  was  very  liberal  in  him,  and  I  am  rather  asto- 
own  juslifrcation.    Mr.  Hastings  made  a  vio-  nished   to  find  it)  namely,  £.7,200  a  year, 
lent   protest  against  it,  and  resisted  it  to  the  And,  who  do  you  think  was  the  next  public 
best  of  his  power,  always  in  favour  of  Munny  officer  he  appointed  ?    It  was  the  rajah  Goor- 
Begum,  as  your  lordships  will  see.    Mr.  Has-  dass,  the  son  of  Nundcomar,  and  whose  tes- 
tings sent  this  protest  to  the  directors ;  but  the  timony  he  has  attempted  both  before  and  since 
directors,  as  soon  as  the  case  came  before  them,  this  occasion  to  weaken.     To  him,  however, 
acknowledged  their  errour,  and  praised   the  he  gave  an  employment  of  £.6,000  a  year,  as 
majority  of  the  council.  Sir  John  Clavering,  if  to  make  through  the  son  some  compensa- 
Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  for  tlie  tion  to  the  manes  of  the  father.    And  in  this 
wise  and  honourable  part  they  had  taken  upon  manner,  he  distributes  with  a  wild  and  liberal 
the  occasion,  by  obeying  the  spirit  and  not  profusion,  between  magistrates  and  dancing 
the  letter ;  commended  the  act  they  had  done ;  girls,  the  whole  spoil  of  Mahomed  RezaKh^n, 
confirmed  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^n  in  his  place ;  notwithstanding  the  company's  direct  and  po- 
and  to  prevent  that  great  man  from  being  any  sitive  assurance  given  to  him.     Every  thing 
longer  the  sport  of  fortune,  any  longer  the  play  was  done  at  the  same  time,  to  put,  as  it  was 
of  avarice,  between  corrupt  governours  and  before,  into  the  hands  of  this  dancing  girl,  the 
dancing  girls,  they  gave  him  the  pledged  faith  miserable  nabob's  whole  family ;  and  that  the 
of  the  company,  that  he  should  remain  in  that  fund  for  corruption  might  be  large  enough,  he 
office  as  long  as  his  conduct  deserved  their  pro-  did  not  take  the  money  for  this  dancing  girl 
tection ;  it  was  a  good  and  an  honourable  tenure,  out  of  the  nabob's  separate  revenue,  of  which 
My  lords,  soon  afterwards  there  happened  he  and  the  dancing  girl  had  the  private  disposal 
two  lamentable  deaths,  first  of  Colonel  Mon-  between  them.    Now,  upon  what  pretence  did 
son,  afterwards  of  General  Clavering.     Thus  he  do  all  this?    The  nabob  had  represented  to 
Mr.  Hastings  was  set  loose;   there  was  an  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  was  now  of  age;  that 
inspection  and  a  watch  upon  his  conduct,  and  he  was  an  independent  sovereign  prince  ;  that 
no  more.    He  was  then  just  in  the  same  situa-  being  independent  and  sovereign  in  his  situa- 
tion, in  which  he  had  stood  in  1772.    What  tion,  and  being  of  full  age,  he  had  a  right 
does  he  do?     Even  just  what  he  did  in  1772.  to   manage  his  own  concerns  himself;  and. 
He  deposes  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n,  notwith-  therefore,  he  desired  to  be  admitted  to  that 
standing  the  company's  orders ;  notwithstand-  management:   and  indeed,  my  lords,  ostensi- 
ing  their  pledged  faith  ;  he  turns  him  out,  and  bly,  and  supposing  him  to  have  been  this  inde- 
makes  a  distribution  of  two  lacks  and  an  half  pendent  prince,  and  that  the  company  had 
of  rupees,  the  salary  of  that  great  magistrate,  no   authority,  or  had   never    exercised    any 
in  the  manner  I  will  now  show  your  lordships,  authority  over   him   through   Mr.  Hastings, 
He  made  an  arrangement  consisting  of  three  there  might  be  a  good  deal  said  in  favour  of 
main  parts ;  the  first  was  with  regard  to  the  this  request.     But  what  was  the  real  state  of 
women,  the  next  with  regard  to  the  magistracy,  the  case  ?     The  nabob  was  a  puppet  in  the 
the  last  with  regard  to  the  officers  of  state  of  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Munny  Begum ; 
the  household.  and  you  will  find  upon  producing  the  corre- 
The   first    person,  that  occurred  to   Mr.  spondence,  that  he  confesses,  that  she  was 
Hastings,  was  Munny  Begum,  and  he  gave  the  ultimate  object  and  end  of  this  request. 
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I  think,  this  cnrrcspoodence,  wherein  a  son  had  preTail«J  upon  him  in  so  Batnral  ind 
is  made  to  peiitujti,  in  his  own  name,  for  the  proper  a  request.  He  says,  "  Knowing  it 
elevatioo  of  a  dancing  eiH,  his  step-moUier,  for  my  interest  and  advanta|[e,  that  the  ad- 
above  himself  and  every  body  eUe,  will  appear  ministratioQ  of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut 
to  your  lordships  such  a  curiosity  as,  I  believe,  should  be  restored  to  her  highness  the  Muooy 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  sUle  correspondence  of  Begum,  I  have  already  troubled  you  witb  my 
the  whole  world.  The  nabob  begins  thus>-  request  that,  regarding  my  situation  with  an 
"  The  excellency  of  ihat  policy,  by  which  her  eye  of  favour,  you  will  approve  of  this  mea- 
highness  the  begum  (meaning  Munny  Begum,)  sure.  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  some  one 
(may  her  shadow  be  far  extended)  formeriydu-  of  my  enemies,  from  selBsh  views,  has,  for 
ring  the  time  of  her  administration,  transacted  the  purpose  of  oversetting  this  measure,  writ- 
the  affairs  of  the  nizamut  in  the  very  best  and  ten  you,  that  the  said  begum  procured  from 
most  advantageous  manner,  was,  by  means  of  roe  by  artifice  the  letter  I  wrote  you  on  this 
the  delusions  of  enemies,  disguised  under  the  subject.  This  causes  me  the  greatest  asto- 
appearance  of  fricrxU,  hidden  from  me.  Hav-  nishment.  Please  to  consider,  that  artifice  and 
ing  lately  seriously  reflected  on  my  own  affairs,  delusion  are  confined  to  cheats  and  impostors, 
I  am  convinced,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  ma-  and  can  never  proceed  from  a  person  of  such 
temal  affection,  was  highly  proper,  and  for  my  exalted  rank,  who  is  the  head  and  patron  of 
interest;  and  that  except  the  said  begum  is  all  the  family  of  the  deceased  nabob,  my  father ; 
again  invested  with  the  administration,  the  and  that  to  be  deluded,  being  a  proof  of  weak- 
regulation  and  prosperity  of  this  family,  which  ness  and  folly,  can  have  no  relation  to  me,  ex- 
is  in  fact  her  own,  cannot  be  effected.  For  ccpt  the  inventor  of  this  report  considers  me 
this  cause,  from  the  time  of  her  suspension  as  void  of  understanding,  and  has  represented 
until  now,  I  have  passed  my  time,  and  do  so  me  to  the  gentlemen  as  a  blockhead  and  an 
still,  in  great  trouble  and  uneasiness.  As  all  idioL  God  knows  how  harshly  such  expres- 
affuirs,  and  particularly  the  happiness  and  pros-  sions  appear  to  me  ;  but  as  the  truth  or  false- 
perity  of  this  family,  depend  on  your  pleasure,  hood  has  not  yet  been  fully  ascertained,  I  hare 
I  now  trouble  you,  in  hopes,  that  you  likewise,  therefore  suspended  my  demand  of  salisfao 
concurring  in  this  point,  will  be  so  kind  as  to  lion.  ShouM  it  be  true,  be  so  kind  as  to 
write  in  fit  and  proper  terms  to  Iter  highness  inform  me  of  it,  that  the  person  may  be  made 
tlie  begum,  that  she  will  always,  as  formerly,  to  answer  for  it."  My  lords,  here  is  a  very 
employ  her  authority  in  the  administration  of  proper  demand  ;  the  nabob  is  astoni^ed  at 
the  nizamut  and  the  affairs  of  this  family."  the  suspicion,  that  such  a  woman  as  Munny 

This  letter,  my  lords,  was  received  upon  Begum,  whose  trade  in  youth  had  been  delu- 

the  23d  of  August ;  and  your  lordships  may  sion,  should  be  capable  of  deluding  any  body, 

observe  two  things  in  it ;  first,  that  some  way  Astonishing  it  certainly  was,  that  a  woman, 

or  otlier  this  nabob  had  been  (as  the  fact  was)  who  had  been  a  deluder  in  youth,  should  be 

made  to  express  his  desire  of  being  released  suspected  to  be  the  same   in  old  age ;  and 

from  his  subjection  to  the  Muimy  Begum ;  that  he,  a  young  man,  should  be  subject  to 

but  that  now  he  had  got  new  lights,  all  the  her  artifices  ; — "  they  must  suspect  me  to  be 

mists  are  gone  ;  and  he  now  finds,  that  Mun-  a  great  blockhead,"  he  says,  "  if  a  roan  of 

ny  Begum  is   not  only  the  fittest  person  to  my  rank  is  to  be  deluded."     There  he  forgot, 

govern   him,  but   the  whole   country.     This  that  it  is  the  unhappy  privilege  of  great  men  to 

young  man,  whose  incapacity  is  stated,  and  be  cheated,  to  be  deluded, much  more  than  other 

never  denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  Lord  persons :  but  he  thought  it  so  impossible,  in 

Cornwallis,  and  by  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he  says,  "pro- 

who  know  him,  begins  to  be  charmed  with  duce  me  the  traitcH*,  tliat  could  suppose  it  pos- 

the  excellency  of  the  policy  of  Munny  Begum,  sible  for  me  to  be  deluded,  when  I  call  for 

Such  is  his  violent  impatience,  such  the  im-  this  woman  as  the  governour  of  the  country, 

possibility  of  his  existing  an  hour  but  under  I  demand  satisfaction."      I  rather  wonder, 

the  government  of  Munny  Begum,   that  he  that  Mr.   Hastings  did  not  inform  him  who 

writes  again  on  the  25th  of  August,  (he  had  it  was,  that  had  reported  so  gross  and  impr> 

really  the  impatience  of  a  lover)  and  within  bable  a  tale,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  fiiry  of 

five  days  afterwards  writes  again,  so  impatient,  the  nabob. 

so  anxious  and  jealous  is  this  young  man  to         Mr.  Hastings  is  absolutely  besieged  by 

be  put  under  the  government  of  an  old  dancing  him  ;  for  he  receives  another  letter  upon  the 

woman.     He   is  afraid  lest  Mr.  Hastings  8d  of  September.    Here  are  four  leUers  fol- 

should  imagine,  that  some  sinister  influence  lowing  one  another  quick  as  post  expressed 
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with  horns  sounding  before  them.    Oh,  I  die,  he    sends    a  complaint  to   Mr.   Hastings-^ 
I  perish,  I  sink,  if  Munny  Begum  is  not  put  "  That  certain  bad  men   had  gained  an  as- 
into  the    government  of  the   country.     "  I,  cendency  over  the  nabob's  temper,  by  whose 
therefore,  desire  to  have  her  put  into  the  go-  instigation  he  acts."  After  complaining  of  the 
vemnient  of  the  country ;  and  that  you  will  not  slights  he  receives  from  the  nabob,  he  adds, 
keep  me  longer  in  this  painful  suspense,  but  will  "  thus  they  cause  the  nabob  to  treat  me,  some- 
be  kindly  pleased  to  write  immediately  to  the  times  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kindness, 
Munny  Begum,  that  she  take  on  herself  the  just  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  him:  their 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut,  view  is,  that  by  compelling  me  to  displeasure 
which  is  in  fact,  her  own  family,  without  the  at  such  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force 
interference  of  any  other  person  whatever ;  me  either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join 
by  this  you  will  give  me  complete  satisfac-  with   them,  and  act  by   their    advice,   and 
tion."    Here  is  a  correspondence  more  like  appoint  creatures  of  their  recommendation  to 
an    amorous    than   a   state   correspondence,  the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might 
What  is  this  man  so  eager  about,  what  in  draw  profit  to  themselves."     This  is  followed 
such  a  rage  about,  that  he  cannot  endure  the  by  another  letter,  in  which  he  shows  who 
smallest  delay  of  the  post  with  common  pa-  those  corrupt  men  were,  that  had  gained  the 
tience — why,  lest  this  old  woman  (who  is  not  ascendency  over  the  nabob's  temper — namely, 
his  mother,  and  with  whom  he  had  no  other  the  eunuchs  of  Munny  Begum ;  one  of  them 
tie  of  blood)  should  not  be  made  mistress  of  her  direct  instrument  in  bribery  with  Mr. 
himself  and  the  whole  country  !  However,  in  a  Hastings.    What  you  would  expect  from  such 
very  few  months  atfterwards  he  himself  is  ap-  a  state  of  things  accordingly  happened.    Every 
pointed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  government;  thing  in  the  course  of  justice  was  confounded; 
andyoumay  easily  judge  by  the  preceding  let-  all  official  responsibility  destroyed;  and  uo- 
ters,whowas  to  govern.    It  would  be  an  alfront  thing  but  a  scene  of  forgery,  peculation,  and 
to  your  lordships'  judgment,  to   attempt   to  knavery  of  every  kind  and  description  pre- 
prove,  who  was  to  govern,  afler  he  had  desir-  vailed  through  the  country,  and  totally  dis- 
ed  to  put  the  whole  government  of  affairs  into  turbed  all  order  and  justice  in  it.    He  says, 
the  hands  of  Munny  Begum.    Now  Munny  "  The  begum's  ministers,  before  my  arrival. 
Begum  having  obtained  this  salary,  and  being  with  the  advice  of  their  counsellors,  caused 
invested  with  this  authority,  and  made  in  ef-  the  nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence 
feet  the  total  and   entire  govemour  of  the  of  which  they  received  at  two  different  times 
country,  as  I  have  proved  by  the  nabob's  let-  near  50,000  rupees,  in  the  name  of  the  officers 
ters  ;  let  us  see  the  consequences  of  it ;  and,  of  the  adawlet,  foujdarry,  &c.  from  the  com- 
then,  I  desire  to  know,  whether  your  lordships  pany's  circar;  and  having  drawn  up  an  ac- 
can  believe,  that  in  all  this  haste,  which,  in  count  current  in  the  manner  they  wished,  they 
feet,  is  Mr.  Hastings^s  haste  and  impatience  ;  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  then  sent  it  to  me." 
(for  we   shall  prove,  that  the    nabob    never  Li  the  same  letter  he  asserts,  "  that  these  peo- 
did  or  could  take  a  step  but  by  his   imme-  pie  have  the  nabob  entirely  in  their  power." 
diate   orders  and  directions  ;)  whether  your        My  lords,  you  see  here  Mr.  Hastings  ena- 
lordships  can    believe,    that  Mr.   Hastings  bling  the  corrupt  eunuchs  of  this  wicked  old 
would  incur  all  the    odium  attending  such  woman  to  draw  upon  the  company's  treasury 
transactions,  unless  he  had  some  corrupt  con-  at  their  pleasure,  under  forged  papers  of  the 
sideration.  nabob,  for  just  such  nKMieys  as  they  please, 
My  lords,  very  soon   after  these   appoint-  under  the  name  and  pretence  of  giving  it  to 
ments  were  made,  consisting  of  Munny  Be-  the  officers  of  justice,  but  which  they  distribute 
gum  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  the  lord  chief  among  themselves  as   they  think    fit.     This 
justice  under  her,  and  under  her  direction,  complaint  was  soon  followed  by  another,  and 
and  rajah  Goordass  as  steward  of  the  house-  they  furnish,  first,  the  strongest  presumptive 
hold  ;  the  first  thing  we  hear  is,  just  what  your  proof  of  the  corrupt  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings : 
lordships  expect  to  hear  upon  such  a  case,  and  secondly,   they   show   the   horrible  mis- 
that  this  unfortimate  chief  justice,  who  was  a  chievous    effects    of  his    conduct   upon  the 
man  undoubtedly  of  but  a  poor,  low  disposi-  country. 

tion,  but   I  believe  a  perfectly  honest,  pep-         In  consequence  of  the  first  complaint,  Mr. 

fectly  well  intentioned  man,  found  it  absolutely  Hastings  directs  this  independent  nabob  not 

impossible  for  him  to  execute  his  office  under  to  concern  himself  any  longer  with  the  fouj- 

the  direction  of  Munny  Begum;  and,  accord-  darry.     The  nabob,  who  had  before  declared, 

iog\y,  in  the  month  of  September  following,  that   the  superintendence  of  all  the  offices 


434                              SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

belonged  to  him,  and  was  to  b«  executed  by  Ititely  neceaary  to  restore  the  counbry  to  a 

biiniiclf,  or  undiT  his  orderH,  instanlly  obeys  state  of  tranquillity.'* 

Mr.  IlaHiiiii;'(,an<l  ileclarcii,  he  will  not  inter-  My  lords,   what  evidence   do  we  pnMloee 

fere  in  the  btisineHsofihc  courts  any  more.  Your  to  your  lordiibips  of  the  consequences  of  Mr. 

lordiiliips  will  obscno  further,  that  the  com-  Hastings's  corrupt  measures  ?— -his  own.    He 

plaint  is  not  aj^aiiitft  the  nabob,  but  against  here  gives  you  the  state,  into  which  the  coon* 

the  creatures  and  the  menial  servants  of  Munny  try  was  thrown  by  the  criminal  interference  of 

Bcj;um,  and  yet  it  is  the  nabob  he  forbids  to  the  wicked  woman,  whom  he  had  established 

interfere  in  this   business;  of  the  others   he  in  power,  totally  superseding  the  regtdar  judi- 

takes  no  notice;  and  this  is  a  strong  proof  of  cial  authority  of  the  country,  and  throwing 

the   corrupt  dealings  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  every  thing  into  confusion.     As  usual  there  is 

this  woman.     When  the  whole  country  was  such  irregularity  in  his  conduct,  and  his  crimes 

fallen  into  confusion  under  the  administration  are  so  multiplied,  that  all  the  contrivances  (^ 

of  this  woman,  and  under  her  corrupt  ministers,  ingenuity  are  unable  to  cover  them :  now  and 

m<>n    baHe-bom   and  employed  in  the  basest  then  he  comes  and  betrays  himself ;  and  here 

offices  (the  men  of  the  household  train  of  the  be  confesses  to  you  his  own  weakness,  and  the 

women  of  rank  in  that  country  are  of  that  effects  of  his  own  corruption; — he  had  appoint- 

description)  he  writes  to  the  nabob  again,  and  ed  Munny  Begum  to  this  office  of  power,  he 

himself  cftnfesses    the    mischiefs,    that    had  dare  not  say  a  word  to  her  upon  her  abuse  of 

arisen  from  his  corrupt  arrangements.  it,  but  he   lays  the   whole   upon  the  nabob. 

'<  At  your  excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sud-  When  the  chief  justice  complains,  that  these 

dcr-ul-IIuk  KhAn  to  take  on  him  the  adminis-  crimes  were  the  consequence  of  Munny  Be- 

stration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adawlct  and  gum's  interference,  and  were  committed  by 

phousdarr)',  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  her  creatures ;  why  did  he  not  say  to  the  nabob, 

to  have  given  satisfaction  to  your  excellency ;  the  begum  must  not  interfere ;   the  begum's 

but  that  through  his  abilities  and  experience  eunuchs  must  not  mterfere?     He  dared  not; 

these  affairs  wotild  have  been  conducted  in  because  that  woman   had  concealed  all  the 

such  manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  bribes  but  one  from  public  notice  to  gratify 

the  country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  ;  him ;  she  and  Yatibaf-Ali-Khdn,  her  minister, 

and  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern  I  learn,  who  had  the  principal  share  in  this  destructioo 

that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  of  jtjstice,  and  perversion  of  all  the  principal 

with  the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  functions  of  government,  had  it  in  their  power 

both  of  tlie  phousdarry  and  adawlet  are  in  the  to   discover  the  whole.     Mr.   Hastings  was 

greatest  confusion  imaginable,  and  daily  rob-  obliged,  in  consequence  of  that  concealment, 

beries  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout  to  support  her  and  to   support  him.    Every 

the  country.     This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  evil  principle  was  at  work.      He  bought  a 

want  of  a  proper  authority  in  the  person  ap-  mercenary  silence  to  pay  the  same  back  to 

pointed    to  superintend   them.      I   therefore  them.    It  was  a  wicked  silence,  the  conceal- 

addressed  your  excellency  on  the  importance  ment  of  their  common  guilt.     There  was  at 

and  delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  question,  and  of  once  a  corrupt  gratitude  operating  mutually  by 

the  necessity  of  lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  a  corrupt  influence  on  both ;  and  a  corrupt  fear 

of  the  person  chosen  to  administer  them.     In  influencing  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which 

reply  to  which  your  excellency  expressed  senti-  did  not  permit  him  to  put  an  end  to  Uiis  scene 

ments  coincident  with  mine.    Notwithstand-  of  disorder  and  confusion,  bought  at  the  ex- 

ing    which,    your    dependants    and   people,  pense  of  £.24,000  a  year  to  the  company, 

actuated  by  selfish  and  avaricious  views,  have  You  will  hereafter  see  what  use  ho  makes  of 

by  their  interference  so  impeded  the  business,  the   evidence  of  Yatibar-Ali-Kh4n,   and  of 

as  to  throw  tlie  whole  country  into  a  state  of  this  woman,  for  concealing  their  guilt, 

confusion,  from  which  nothing  can  retrieve  it  Your  lordships  will  ofa«crve,  that  the  vur- 

but  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  tuous  majority,  whose  reign  was   but  short, 

the  superintendent.     I  therefore  request,  that  and  two  of  whom  died  of  grief  and  vexation 

your  excellency  will  give  the  strictest  injunc-  under  the  impediments  which  they  met  with 

lions  to  all  your  dependants  not  to  interfere  in  from  the  corruptions  and  oppositions  of  Mr. 

any  manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  Hastings  (their  indirect  murderer;  for  it  is  well 

affairs  of  the  adawlet  and  phousdarry ;  and  that  known  to  the  world,  that  their  hearts  were  thus 

you  will  yourself  relinquish  all   interference  broken,)  put  their  conduct  out  of  all  suspicko, 

therein,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  the  manage-  for  they  ordered  an  exact  account  to  be  kept  by 

ment  of  Sudder-ul-Huk  Kh4n.    This  is  abso-  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n ;   though,  certainly)  i^ 
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any  person  in  the  country  could  be  trusted,  he,  render  him  worthy  of  their  protectioo.  We 
vpon  his  character,  might ;  but  they  did  not  therefore  repeat  our  declaration,  that  to  re- 
trust  him,  because  they  knew  the  company  did  quire  the  dismission  of  a  prime  minister,  thus 
not  suffer  them  to  trust  any  man :  they  order-  circumstanced,  without  producing  the  smallest 
ed  an  exact  account  to  be  kept  by  him  of  the  proof  of  his  infidelity  to  the  company,  or  ven- 
nabob's  expenses,  which  finally  must  be  the  turing  to  charge  him  with  one  instance  of  mal- 
company's  expenses  ;  they  ordered  the  account  administration  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
to  be  sent  down  yearly  to  be  controulled,  if  duty,  was  improper,  and  inconsistent  with 
necessary,  Whilst  die  means  of  controul  existed,  the  friendship  subsisting  between  the  nabob  of 
What  was  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  ?  He  did  Bengal  and  the  company."  And  further  on, 
not  give  the  persons,  whom  he  appointed,  any  they  aay-^**  The  nabob  having  intimated,  that 
order  to  produce  any  account,  though  their  cha-  he  had  repeatedly  stated  the  trouble  and  un- 
racter  and  circumstances  were  such  as  made  easiness,  which  he  had  suffered  from  the  naib- 
an  account  ten  thousand  times  more  necessary  ship  of  the  nizamut  being  vested  in  Mahomed 
from  them  than  from  those,  from  whom  it  had  Reza  KMn,  we  observe  one  of  the  members 
been  in  former  times  by  the  company  strictly  of  your  board  desired  the  nabob's  repeated 
exacted.  So  that  his  not  ordering  any  ac-  letters  on  the  subject  might  be  read,  but  this 
count  to  be  given  of  the  money,  that  was  to  be  reasonable  request  was  overruled,  on  a  plea 
expended,  leaves  no  doubt,  that  the  appoint-  of  saving  the  board's  time,  which  we  can  by 
ment  of  Munny  Begum,  was  in  pursuance  of  no  means  admit  as  a  sufficient  objection.  The 
his  old  system  of  bribery,  and  diat  he  main-  nabob's  letters  of  the  25th  and  90th  August, 
tained  her  in  office  to  the  subversion  of  puUic  <^  the  Sd  September  and  17th  November, 
justice,  for  the  purpose  of  robbing,  and  of  con-  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true  design  of  this 
tinning  ia  the  practice  of  robbing,  the  country,  extraordinary  business  being  to  bring  fcnrward 
But  though  this  continued  longer  than  was  Munny  Begum,  and  again  to  invent  her  with 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  yet  it  did  not  con-  improper  power  and  influence,  notwithstand- 
tinue  absolutely  and  relatively  long  ;  because  ing  our  former  declaration,  that  so  great  a 
the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  heard  part  of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  em- 
of  this  iniquitous  appointment,  which  glared  bezzled,  or  misapplied  under  her  superin- 
upon  them  in  all  the  light  of  its  infamy,  im-  tendence." 

mediately  wrote  the  strongest,  the  most  de-  At  present,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  be- 
cided,  and  the  most  peremptory  censure  upon  cause  it  would  be  doing  more  than  enough ;  it 
him,  attributing  bis  acts,  every  one  of  them,  would  be  slaying  the  slftin,  to  show  your  lord- 
to  the  same  causes,  to  which  I  attribute  them,  ships  what  Mr.  Hastings's  motives  were  in 
As  a  proof,  that  the  court  of  directors  saw  the  acting  against  the  sense  of  the  East-India 
thing  in  the  very  light,  in  which  I  represent  it  Company,  appointed  by  an  act  of  parliament  to 
to  your  lordships,  and  indeed  in  which  every  controul  him:  that  he  did  it,  for  a  corrupt  pur- 
one  must  see  it,  you  will  find,  that  they  re-  pose ;  that  all  his  pretences  were  false  and 
probate  all  his  idle  excuses ;  that  they  repro*  fraudulent,  and  that  he  had  his  own  corrupt 
bate  all  the  actors  in  the  scene  ;  that  they  views  in  the  whole  of  the  proceeding.  But  in 
consider  every  thing  to  have  been  done,  not  the  statement,  which  I  have  given  of  this  mat- 
by  the  nabob,  but  by  himself  ;  that  the  ob-  ter,  I  beg  your  lordships  to  observe  the  instru- 
ject  of  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  ments,  with  which  Mr.  Hastings  acts.  The 
was  momyj  and  that  the  consequence  of  that  great  men  of  that  country,  and  particularly  the 
appointment  was  the  robbery  of  the  nabob's  soubahdar  himself,  the  nabob,  snt',  and  is  in 
treasury.  ''  We  by  no  means  approve  your  so  equivocal  a  situation,  that  it  aflbrded  him 
late  proceedings,  on  the  application  of  the  two  bolting  hdes,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to 
nabob  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  for  the  removal  resist  the  authority  of  the  company,  and  ex- 
of  the  naib  soubahdar.  The  requisition  of  ercne  an  arbitrary  authority  of  his  own ;  for, 
Mobareck  ul  Dowlah  was  improper  and  un-  though  (he  nabob  has  the  titles  of  high  sove- 
friendly  ;  because  he  must  have  known,  that  reignty,  he  is  the  lowest  of  all  dependants:  he 
the  late  appoinUnent  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  appears  to  be  the  master  of  the  country :  he  is 
to  the  office  of  naib  soubahdar  had  been  maiic-  a  pensioner  of  the  company's  government, 
ed  with  the  company's  special  approbation  ;  When  Mr.  Hastings  wants  him  to  obey  and 
and  that  the  court  of  directors  had  assured  answer  his  corrupt  purposes,  he  fihds  him  in 
him  of  their  favour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attach-  the  character  of  a  pensioner:  when  he  wants 
ment  to  the  company's  interest,  and  a  proper  his  authority  to  support  him  in  opposition  to 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  should  the  authority  of  the  company,  immediatdy  be 
Vol.  hi.— 28 
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ioTMU  him  with  high  sorereign  poweri;  and  coontty,  and  who  oooatandj  had  oppo^d  Bir 

he  dare  not  execute  the  orders  of  the  company  Hastings  upon  princi|^  of  hoooor,  and  pria- 

fbr  fear  of  doing  some  act,  that  will  make  him  ciples  d*  obedience   to  the  authori^  of  the 

odious  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  roan.     We  see  company,  under  which  he  acted,  had  iie?er 

how  he  appointed  all  officers  for  him,  and  for-  contend*^  for  any  one  thing,  in  any  way,  or 

bade  his  interference  in  all  affairs.     When  in  any  instance,  but  obedience  to  tbem ;  md 

tlie  company  see  the  impropriety  and  the  guilt  had  constantly  asserted,  that  Mahomed  Reza 

of  these  acts,  and  order  him  to  rescind  them,  Kh^n  ought  to  be  put  into  emplojrmeBt  Mr. 

and  appoint  again  Mahomed  Reza  Khan,  ho  Hastings  as  constantly  opposed  him;  aadtbe 

declares  he  will  not:  that  he  cannot  do  it  in  jus-  reason  he  gave  for  it  was,  that  it  was  against 

tice,  but  that  he  will  consent  to  send  him  the  the  direct  rights  (^  the  nabob ;  and  that  they 

order  of  the  company,  but  without  backing  it  were  rights  so  sacred,  that  they  couki  not  be 

with  any  order  of  the  board ;  which,  supposing  infringed  even  by  the  sovereign  authority  of 

even  there  had  been  no  private  communication,  the  company  ordering  him  to  do  it.    He  had 

was,  in  other  words,  commanding  him  to  dia>  so  great  an  aversion  to  the  least  subtractioD  of 

obey  it.    So  this  poor  man,  who  a  short  time  the  nabob's  right,  that  though  expressly  com* 

before  was  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  manded  by  the  court  of  directors,  he  would 

Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  a  pageant,  and  not  suffer  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  to  be  invorted 

swore  in  a  court  of  justice  that  he  was  but  a  with  his  office  under  the  company's  autbori^. 

pageant,  and  followed  that  affidavit  with  long  The  nabob  was  too  sovereign — too  supreme 

declarations  in  council,  that  he  was  a  pageant  for  him  to  do  it:  but  such  is  the  &te  (^bumu 

in  sovereignty,  and  ought  in  policy  ever  to  be  grandeur,  that  a  whimsical  event  reduced  dw 

held  out  as  such :  this  man  he  sets  up  in  oppo-  nabob  to  his  state  of  pageant  again,  and  made 

sition  to  the  company,  and  refuses  to  appoint  him  tlie  mere  subject  of- — you  will  see  whom. 

Mahomed  Reza  Khhn  to  the  office,  which  Mr.  Hastings  found  he  was  so  embarrassed 

was  guarantied  to  him  by  the  express  faith  of  by  his  disobedience  to  the  spirit  of  the  ovdera 

the  company,  pledged  to  his  support.    Will  of  the  company,  and  by  the  various  wild  pro- 

any  man  tell  me,  that  this  resistance,  under  jects  he  had  formed,  as  to  make  it  necessary 

such  base,  though  plausible,  pretences,  could  for  him,  even  though  he  had  a  majority  in  the 

spring  from  any  other  cause,  ihan  a  resolution  council,  to  gain  over  at  any  price  Mr.  Francis, 

ofpersisting  systematically  in  his  course  of  cor-  Mr.  Francis,  frightened  by  the  same  mise- 

ruplion  and  bribery,  through  Munny  Begum  ?  rable  situation  of  aflTairs  ,(for  thb  happened  at 

But  there   is  another  circumstance,   that  a  most  dangerous  period-— ^the  height  of  the 

puts  this  in  a  stronger  light :  he  opposes  the  Mahratta  war,)  was  willing  likewise  to  give 

nabob's  mock  authority  to  the  authority  of  the  up  his  opposition  to  Mr.  Hastings,  to  sospead 

company;  and  leaves  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  the  execution  of  many  rightfld  Oiings,  and  to 

unemployed,  because,  as  he  says,  he  cannot  in  concede  them  to  the  public  necessity.  Acc<«d- 

justice   execute   orders   from    the   company  ingly,  he  agreed  to  terms  with  Mr.  Hastings, 

(though  they  are  his  undoubted  masters,)  con-  But  what  was  the  price  of  that  concessioa  ? 

trary  to  the  rights  of  the  nabob.    You  see,  Any  base  purpose,   any  desertion  of  public 

what  the  rights  of  the  nabob  were :  the  rights  duty  ?    No ;  all  that  he  desired  of  Mr.  Has- 

of  the  nabob  were  to  be  governed  by  Munny  tings,  was,  that  he  should  obey  the  orders  of 

Begum,  and  her  scandalous  ministers.    But,  the  company ;  and  among  other  acts  of  the 

however,  we  now  see  him  exalted  to  be  an  in-  obedience  required  was  this,  that  Mahomed 

dependent  sovereign— he  defies  the  company  Reza  Kh^n  should  be  put  into  his  office, 

at  the  head  of  their  armies  and  their  treasury—  You  have  heard,  how  Mr.  Hastings  opposed 

that  name,  that  makes  all  India  shake,  was  the  order  of  the  company,  and  on  what  account 

defied  by  one  of  its  pensioners.     My  lords,  he  opposed  it.     On  the  first  of  September  he 

human  greatness  is  an  unstable  thing.    This  sent  an  order  to  the  nabob,  now  become  his 

man,  so  suddenly  exalted,  was  as  soon  depress-  subject,  to  give  up  this  office   to  Mahomed 

ed ;  and  the  manner  of  his  depression  is  as  Reza  Khdn  ;  an  act,  which  he  had  before  re- 

clirious  as  that  of  his  exaltation  by  Mr.  Has-  presented  as  a  dethroning  of  the  nabob.    The 

lings  ;  and  will  tend  to  show  you  the  man  most  order  went  on  the  first  of  September,  and  on 

clearly.    Mr.  Francis,  whose  conduct  all  along  the  third,  this  great  and  mighty  prince,  whom 

was  directed  by  no  other  principles  than  those,  all  earth  could  not  move  from  the  assertion  of 

which  were  in  conformity  with  the  plan  adopt-  his  rights,  gives  them  all  up  ;  and  Mahomed 

ed  by  himself  and  his   virtuous   colleagues;  RezaKhAn  is  invested  with  them.    So  there 

namely,  an  entire  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his  all  his  pretences  were  gone.    It  is  plain,  that 
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Tvhat  had  been  done  before,  was  for  Munny  will  show,  first,  that  be  was  named  in  177S,  to 

Begum ;  and  that  what  he  now  gave  up,  was  put  an  end  to  that  corruption.  I  will  show,  that 

from  necessity  :  and  it  shows,  that  the  nabob  he  did  not :  that  he,  knowingly  and  willingly, 

was  the  meanest  of  his  servants  ;  for  in  truth  connived  at  it ;  and  that  that  connivance  was 

he  ate  his  daily  bread  out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  the  principal  cause  of  all  the  disorders,  that 

Hastings  through  Munny  Begum.  have  hitherto  prevailed  in  that  country.    I  will 

Mahomed  Rcza  Khkn  was  now  invested  show  you,  that  he  positively  refused  to  obey 
again  with  his  office  ;  but,  such  was  the  the  company's  order  to  inquire  into  and  to 
treachery  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  though  he  correct  the  Corruptions,  that  prevailed  in  that 
wrote  to  the  nabob,  that  this  was  done  in  con-  country.  Next,  that  he  established  an  avow- 
sequence  of  the  orders  of  the  company,  he  did  ed  system  of  connivance,  in  order  to  gain  over 
clandestinely,  according  to  his  usual  mode,  as-  every  thing,  that  was  corrupt  in  the  country, 
sure  the  nairab,  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  And  that,  lastly,  to  secure  it,  he  gave  Up  all 
should  not  hold  the  place  longer  than  till  he  the  prosecutions  ;  and  enervated,  and  took 
heard  from  England.  He  then  wrote  him  away,  the  sole  arm  left  to  the  company  for  the 
another  letter,  that  he  should  hold  it  no  longer  assertion  of  authority,  and  the  preservatim  of 
than  while  he  submitted  to  his  present  ne-  good  morals  and  purity  in  their  service, 
cessity  ;  thus  giving  up  to  his  colleague,  what  My  lords,  here  is  a  letter  in  the  year  177S, 
he  refused  to  the  company  ;  and  engaged  pri-  in  which  the  court  of  directors  had,  upon  his 
vately,  that  he  would  dismiss  Mahomed  Reza  own  representation,  approved  some  part  of  his 
Khin  again.  And,  accordingly,  the  moment  conduct ;  he  is  charmed  with  their  approba- 
he  thought  Mr.  Francis  was  not  in  a  condition  tion  ;  he  promises  the  greatest  things :  but  I 
to  give  him  trouble  any  longer,  that  moment  he  beUeve  your  lordships  will  see  from  the  man- 
again  turned  out  Mahomed  Reza  Khin  from  ner,  in  which  he  proceeds  at  that  very  instant, 
that  general  superintendence  of  affairs,  which  that  a  more  deliberate  system,  for  not  only 
the  company  gave  him ;  and  deposed  him  as  a  being  corrupt  himself,  but  supporting  corrup- 
minister,  leaving  him  only  a  very  confined  au-  tion  in  others,  never  was  exhibited  in  any 
thority  as  a  magistrate.  AU  these  changes,  no  public  paper.  *<  While  I  indulge  the  pleasure, 
less  than  four  great  revolutions,  if  I  may  so  call  which  I  receive  from  the  past  successes  of  my 
them,  were  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  his  own  endeavours,  I  own  I  cannot  refrain  from  look- 
oorrupt  purposes.  This  is  the  manner,  in  ing  back  with  a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omis- 
which  Mr.  Hastings  has  played  with  the  most  siuns,  by  which  I  am  sensible  I  may  since 
sacred  objects,  that  man  ever  had  a  dealing  have  hazarded  the  diminution  of  your  esteem, 
with ;  with  the  govemment-^with  the  justice  All  my  letters,  addressed  to  your  honourable 
—with  the  order — with  the  dignity-^with  the  court,  and  to  the  secret  committee,  repeat  the 
nobility  of  a  great  country  :  he  played  with  strongest  promises  of  prosecuting  the  inquiries 
them  to  satisfy  his  own  wicked  and  corrupt  ilito  the  conduct  of  your  servants,  whidi  you 
purposes  through  the  basest  instrument.  had  been  pleased  to  commit  particularly  to  my 

Now,  my  lords,  I  have  done  with  these  pre-  charge.  You  will  readily  perceive,  that  I  must 
sumptions  of  corruption  with  Munny  Begum  ;  have  been  sincere  in  those  declarations,  since 
and  have  shown,  that  it  is  not  a  slight  crime,  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscretion  to  have 
but  that  it  is  attended  with  a  breach  of  pub-  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my  inability  to  pep- 
tic faith  \  with  a  breach  of  his  orders — ^with  a  form  them.  I  find  myself  now  under  the  dis- 
breach  of  the  whole  English  government,  and  agreeable  necessity  of  avowing  that  inability ; 
tlie  destruction  of  the  native  government-^  at  the  same  time  I  will  boldly  take  upon  me 
of  the  police-^the  order — the  safety — the  se-  to  affirm,  that  on  whomsoever  you  might 
curityx^oand  the  justice  of  the  country  :  and  have  delegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatever 
that  all  these  are  much  concerned  in  this  cause,  powers  it  might  have  been  accompanied,  it 
Therefore  the  Commons  stand  before  the  face  would  have  been  sufficient  to  occupy  the  entire 
of  the  world,  and  say,  we  have  brought  a  cause  attention  of  those,  who  were  intrusted  with 
— a  great  cause — a  cause  worthy  the  Com-  it ;  and,  even  with  all  the  aids  of  leisure  and 
mons  of  England  to  prosecute,  and  worthy  the  authority,  would  have  proved  ineffectual.  I 
lords  to  judge  and  determine  upon.  dare  appeal  to  the  public  records,  to  the  tes- 

I  have  now  nothing  further  to  state,  than  tlmony  of  those,  who  have  opportunities  of 

what  the  consequences  are  of  Mr.  Hastings  knowing  me,  and  even  to  the  detail,  which 

taking  bribes ;  that  Mr.  Hastings's  taking  of  the  public  voice  can  report  of  the  past  acts 

bribes  is  not  only  his  own  corruption,  but  the  of  this  government,  that  my  time  has    been 

incurable  corruption  of  the  whole  service.    I  neither  idly  nor  uselessly  employed :  yet  weh 
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•r«  the  emres  and  embarnuMiments  of  thii  va-  tend  more  to  their  diareputatkm,  than  all 

rious  state,  that  although  much  may  be  done,  their  attempts  to  reibrm  it  would  tend  to  their 

much  more,  even  in  matters  of  moment,  must  service. 

necessarily  remain  neglected.  To  select  from  Mr.  Hastings  should  naturaBy  hare  ima- 
the  miscellaneous  heap,  which  each  day's  ex-  gined,  that  the  law  was  a  resource  in  this  de- 
igencies  present  to  our  choice,  those  points,  on  sperate  case  of  bribery  :  he  tells  you,  that  in 
which  the  general  welfare  of  your  affairs  most  **  that  charge  of  oppression,  though  they  were 
essentially  depends ;  to  provide  expedients  for  supported  by  the  cries  of  the  people,  and  the 
future  advantages,  and  guard  against  probaUe  most  authentic  representations,  it  is  yet  im- 
erils,  are  all,  that  your  administration  can  possible  in  most  cases  to  obtain  legal  proo6." 
fiuthfuUy  promise  to  perform  for  your  service  Here  is  a  system  c^  total  despair  upon  the 
with  their  united  labours  most  diligently  exerts  business,  which,  I  hope,  and  believe,  is  not  a 
ed.  They  cannot  look  back  without  sacrificing  desperate  one,  and  has  not  proved  a  desperate 
the  objects  of  their  immediate  duty,  which  are  one,  whenever  a  rational  attempt  has  been 
those  of  your  interests,  to  endless  researches,  made  to  pursue  it.  Here  you  find  him  corrupt, 
which  can  produce  no  real  good  ;  and  may  and  you  find  in  consequence  of  that  corruption, 
expose  your  affairs  to  all  the  ruinous  conse-  that  he  screens  the  whole  body  of  comiptiou  in 
quences  of  personal  malevolence,  both  here  India,  and  slates  an  absolute  despair  of  any 
and  at  home.**  possibility,  by  any  art  or  address,  of  putting 
My  lords,  this  is  the  first  man,  I  believe,  an  end  to  it.  Nay,  he  tells  you,  that  if  corrop- 
that  ever  took  credit  for  his  sincerity  fi'ora  his  tion  did  not  exist,  if  it  was  notc<»inived  at,  that 
Iveach  of  his  promises—"  I  could  not,''  he  the  India  company  could  not  exist :  whether 
says, ''  have  made  these  promises,  if  I  had  not  that  be  a  truth  or  not  I  cannot  tell ;  but  this  I 
thought,  that  I  couU  perform  them."  Now,  I  know,  that  it  is  the  most  horrible  picture,  that 
find  I  cannot  perform  them,  and  you  have  in  ever  was  made  of  any  country.  It  might  be 
that  non- performance,  and  in  that  profession,  said,  that  there  were  excuses  for  omissions, 
a  security  for  my  sincerity  when  I  promised  sins  of  omission  he  calls  them.  I  will  show, 
them.  Upon  tliis  principle,  any  man,  who  that  they  were  systematic,  that  Mr.  Hastings 
makes  a  promise,  has  nothing  to  do  afterwards,  did  uniformly  profess,  that  be  would  connive  at 
but  to  say,  that  he  finds  himself  (without  as-  abuses,  and  contend,  that  abuses  ought  to  be 
signing  any  particular  cause  for  it)  unable  to  connived  at.  When  the  whole  mystery  of  the 
perform  it ;  not  only  to  justify  himself  for  his  iniquity,  in  which  he  himself  was  deefAy  con- 
non-perfurmance,  but  to  justify  himself,  and  cemed,  came  to  light;  when  it  appeared,  that 
claim  credit  for  sincerity  in  his  original  pro-  all  the  company's  orders  were  contravened ; 
fession.  The  charge  was  given  him  specially,  that  contracts  were  given  directly  contrary  to 
and  he  promised  obedience,  over  and  over,  their  orders,  and  upon  principles  subversive  of 
upon  the  spot,  and  in  the  country,  in  which  he  their  government,  leading  to  all  manner  of  op- 
was  no  novice,  for  he  had  been  bred  in  it :  it  pression  and  ruin  to  the  countiy  ;  what  was 
was  his  native  country  in  one  sense,  it  was  the  Mr.  Hastings's  answer  ?  "  I  must  here  re- 
place of  his  renewed  nativity  and  regeneration,  mark,  that  the  majority  ****** 
Yet,  this  very  man,  as  if  he  was  a  novice  in  it,  I  had  not  the  power  of  establishing  iu"'*'  Then 
now  says,  "  I  promised  you  what  I  now  find  he  goes  on,  and  states  other  cases  of  comip- 
I  cannot  perform."  Nay,  what  is  worse,  he  tion,  at  every  one  of  which  he  winks.  Here 
declares,  no  man  could  perform  it,  if  he  gave  up  he  states  another  rezaoa  for  his  connivance : 
his  whole  time  to  it :  and,  lastly,  he  says,  that  "  Suppose  again,"  for  he  puts  another  supposi- 
the  inquiry  into  these  corruptions,  even  if  you  tion,  and  these  suppositions  are  not  hypotheses 
succeeded  in  it,  would  do  more  harm  than  good,  laid  down  for  argument,  but  real  facts  then  ez- 
Now,  was  there  ever  an  instance  of  a  man  so  isting  before  the  council  examining  into  griev^ 
basely  deserting  a  duty,  and  giving  so  base  a  ances ;  "  Suppose  again,  that  any  person  had 
reason  for  it?  His  duty  was  to  put  an  end  to  benefited  himself  *  *  ^  *  *  unpith 
corruption  in  every  channel  of  government. —  fitable  discussion."! 

It  cannot  be  done.    Why  ?  because  it  would  Here  is  a  direct  avowal  of  his  refusing  to 

expose  our  affairs  to  malignity  and  enmity  ;  examine  into  the  conduct  of  persons  in  the 

and  end,  perhaps,  to  our  disadvantage.    Not  council,  even  in  the  highest  departments  of 

only  will  he  connive  himself,  but  he  advises  government,  and  the  l»st  paid,  for  fear  he 

the  company  to  do  it.    For  fear  of  what  ?  for  diould  dissatisfy  them,  and  shouM  ktse  their 
fear,  that  their  service  was  so  abandoned 

and  corrupt,  that  the  display  of  the  evU  would  ♦  Document  wanting,    f  Document  wanting. 
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▼otes,  by  ducovering  those   peculations  and  doubt  of  your  lordships'  justice,  and  of  tho 
corruptions,  though  be  perfectly  knew  them,  goodness  of  our  cause. 
Was  there  ever,  since  the  world  began,  any  The  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  groan- 
man,  who  would  dare  to  avow  such  senti-  ed  under  complaints  of  the  evils  growing  in 
roents,  until  driven  to  the  wall  ?    If  he  could  India  under  this   systematic  connivance  of 
show,  that  he  himself  abhorred  bribes,  and  kept  Mr.  Hastings.    The  directors  had  set  on  foot 
at  a  distance  from  them ;  then,  he  might  say,  prosecutions,  to  be  conducted  GKxl  knows  how ; 
I  <;onnive  at  the  bribes  of  others ;  but  when  he  but  such  as  they  were,  they  were  their  only 
acknowledges,  that  he  takes  bribes,  how  can  remedy ;  and  they  began  to  consider  at  las^ 
you  doubt,  that  he  buys  a  corrupt  confederacy,  that  these  prosecutions  had  taken  a  long  obli- 
and  puts  an  end  to  any  hope  through  him  of  vious  nap  of  many  years ;  and,  atla;U,  know- 
reformation  of  the  abuses  at  Ben^  ?    But  ing,  that  they  were  likely  in  the  year  1T82  to 
your  lordships  will  see,  that  he  not  only  con-  be  called  to  a  strict  account  about  their  own 
nived  at  abuse,  but  patronized  it,  and  support-  conduct,  the  court  of  directors  began  to  rouse 
ed  it  (or  his  own  political  purposes,  since  he  themselves,  and  they  write  Urns :  *^  Having  in 
here  confesses,  that  if  inquiry  into  it  created  several  of  our  letters  to  you  very  attentively 
him  ill  humour,  and  produced  him  an  opposition  perused  all  the  proceedings  referred  to  in  these 
in  council,  he  sacrificed  it  to  the  power  of  the  paragraphs,  relative  to  the  various  forgeries  oo 
company,  and  the  constitution  of  their  govern-  the  company's  treasuries,  we  lament  exceed- 
ment.    Did  he  so  ?     The  company  ordered  ingly,  that  the  parties  should  have  been  so  k»g 
him  to  prosecute  those  people,  and  their  con-  in  confinement  without  being  brought  to  trial.** 
stitution  required,  that  they  should  be  prose-  Here,  my  lords,  after  justice  had  been  asleep 
cuted.  No,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  the  conniving  at  awhile,  it  revived.   They  directed  two  things ; 
it  procures  a  majority  of  votes.  The  very  thin^  first,  that  those  suits  should  be  pursued ;  but 
that  he  bought,  was  not  worth  half  the  price  he  whether  pursued  or  not,  that  an  account  c^  the 
paid  for  it.   He  was  sent  to  reform  corruptions,  state  of  them  shoukl  be  given,  that  they  mi^t 
and  in  order  that  he  might  reform  corruptions,  give  orders  concerning  them, 
he  winked  at,  countenanced  and   patronized  Your  lordships  see  the  orders  of  the  com- 
them,  to  get  a  majority  of  votes  ;  and  what  pany.    Did  they  not  want  to  pursue  and  to  re- 
was,  in  fact,  a  sacrifice  to  his  own  interest,  vive  those  dormant  prosecutions  ?  they  want 
ambition,  and  corruption,  he  calls  a  sacrifice  to  to  have  a  state  of  them,  that  they  may  know 
the  company.    He  puts  then  this  alternative,  how  to  direct  the  fixture  conduct  of  them  with 
either  give  every  thing  into  my  hand,  suflTer  me  more  eflTect  and  vigour  than  they  had  yet  been 
to  go  on,  and  have  no  controul,  or  else  I  wink  at  pursued  with.    You  will  naturally  imagine, 
every  species  of  corruption.    It  is  a  remarkable  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  obey  their  orders, 
and  stupendous  thin^,  that  when  all  the  world  or  obeyed  them  languidly:  no, he  took  another 
was  alatmed  at  the  disorders  of  the  company ;  part.    He  says,  "  having  attentively  read  and 
when  that  alarm  occasioned  his  being  sent  out ;  weighed  the  arguments        *     *    *     *     * 
and  when  in  consequence  of  that  alarm,  parlia-  for  withdrawing  them.''*  Thus  he  begins  with 
raent  suspended  the  constitution  of  the  com-  the  general  principle  of  connivance ;  he  di» 
pany,  and  appointed  another  government,  Mr.  rectly  avows  he  does  it  for  a  political  purpose; 
Hastings  should  tell  that  company,  that  parlia-  and  when  the  company  directs,  he  shall  pro- 
ment  had  done  wrong,  and  that  the  person  put  ceed  in  the  suits ;  instead  of  deferring  to  their 
at  the  head  of  that  government  was  to  wink  at  judgment,  he  takes  the  judgment  on  himself, 
those  abuses.    Nay,  what  is  more,  not  only  and  says,  theirs  is  untenable ;  he  directly  dit> 
does  Mr.  Hastings  declare,  upon  general  prin-  charges  the  prosecutions  of  the   company  ; 
ciples,  that  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  all  the  supersedes  the  authority  of  his  masters,  wad 
delinquencies  of  India ;  and  that,  if  possible  to  gives  a  general  release  to  all  the  persons,  who 
pursue  them,  mischief  would  happen  from  it;  were  still  suffering  by  the  feeble  footsteps  of 
but  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  Mr.  Has-  justice  in  that  coundy.    He  gave  them  aa 
tings,  in  this  business, -during  the  whole  period  act  of  indemnity,  and  that  was  the  last  of  his 
of  the  administration  of  that  body,  which  was  acts. 

tent  out  to  inquire  into  and  reform  the  corrup-  Now  when  I  show  the  ooneequence  of  hia 

tions  of  India,  did  not  call  one  person  to  an  bribery,  the  presumptions,  that  arise  from  hm 

account;  nor,  except  Mr.  Hastings,  this  day,  own  bribes,  his  attention  to  secure  others  firosi 

has  any  one  been  called  to  an  account,  or  pu-  the  punishment  of  theirs ;  and,  when  ordered 
nished  for  delinquency.    Whether  he  will  be 

punished  or  no,  time  will  show.    1  have  no  #  Document  wanting. 
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to  carry  oa  a  suit,  his  discharging  it :  when  dilapidation  and  robbery,  that  was  made  of  the 

we  see  all  this,  can  we  aroid  judging  and  iS  .160,000  which  had  been  left  him. 

(brming  our  opinions  upon  two  grand  points  :  I  have  now  finished  what  I  proposed  to  say 

first,  that  no  man  would  proceed  in  tliat  uni-  relative  to  his  great  fiind  of  bribery,  in  the  first 

versal  patronage  of  guilt,  unless  he  was  guilty  instance  of  it,  namely,  the  administration  of 

himself :  next,  that  by  a  universal  connivance  justice  in  the  country. 

i«>r  fourteen  years,  he  is  himself  the  cause  and  There  is  another  system  of  bribery,  which 

main  spring  of  all  the  evils,  calamities,  exior-  I  shall  state  before  my  friends  produce  the  evi- 

tion,  and  bribery,  that  have  prevailed  and  ra-  dence.    He  put  up  idl  the  great  offices  of  the 

va«ed  ihat  county  for  so  long  a  time  ?    There  country  to  sale ;  he  makes  use  of  the  trust  he 

is  indeed  no  doubt  either  of  his  guilt,  or  of  the  had  of  the  revenues  in  order  to  destroy  the 

consequences  of  it,  by  which  he   has  extin-  whole  system  of  those  revenues,  and  to  biod 

guished  the  last  expiring  hope  and  glimpse,  them  and  make  them  subservient  to  his  system 

that  remained,  of  procuring  a  remedy  for  India  of  bribery ;  and  this  will  make  it  necessary  for 

of  the  evils  that  exist  in  it.  your  lordships  to  couple  the  consideration  of 

I  would  mention,  that  as  a  sort  of  postscript,  the  charge  of  the  revenues,  in  some  instances, 

when  he  could  no  longer  put  the  government  with  that  of  bribery. 

into  the  hands  of  that  infamous  woman,  Munny  The  next  day  your  lordships  meet  (when  I 

Bcguro,  he  tent  an  amorous  sentimental  letter  hope  I  shall  not  detain  you  so  long)  I  mean  to 

to  the  company,  describing  her  miserable  situ-  open  the  second  stage  of  his  bribery,  the  period 

a* ion,  and  advising  the  company  to  give  her  a  of  discovery ;  for  the  first  stage  was  the  period 

pension  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  to  maintain  of  concealment.    When  he  found  his  bribes 

her.  He  describes  her  situation  in  such  a  mov-  could  no  longer  be  concealed,  he  next  took  upon 

ing  way,  as  must  melt  every  heart.    He  sup-  him  to  discover  them  himself,  and  to  take  merit 

looses  her  to  be  reduced  to  want  by  the  cruel  from  them. 

orders  of  the  company,  ^ho  retain  fi'om  her  When  I  shall  have  opened  the  second  scene 

money,  which  they  were  never  oUiged  to  give  of  his  peculation,  and  his  new  principles  of 

her.     This  representation,  which  he  makes  it,  when  you  see  him  either  treading  in  old  cor- 

with  as  much  fairness,  as  he  represents  him-  ruptions,  and  expellipg  the  examples  he  imitat- 

aelf  to  be  in  a  state  of  the  most  miserable  ed,  or  exhibiting  new  ones  of  his  own,  in  which 

poverty  and  distress,  he  alone  made  to  the  com-  of  the  two  his  conduct  is  the  roost  miquitous, 

pany,  because  his  colleagues  would  not  coun-  and  attended  with  the  most  evil  to  the  com- 

tenance  him  in  it;  and,  we  find,  upon  looking  pany,  I  must  leave  your  lordships  to  judge, 
over  lord  Comwallis^s  last  examination  into 

the  whole  state  of  this  unhappy  ftunily,  that  TRIA  L.—T  U E  S  D  A  Y, 
this  woman  was  able  to  lend  to  Mobareok  ul  Mat  5th,  1789, 
Dowlah  twenty  thousand  pounds.    Mr.  Has- 
tings, however,  could  not  avoid  making  this  re-  (M^.  Bufixs.) 
presentation ;  because  he  knew,  that  if  he  quit- 
ted the  country  without  securing  that  woman,  Mr  Lords, — ^Agreeably  to  your  lordships' 
by  giving  her  a  hope,  that  she  could  procure  by  proclamati(xi,  which  I  have  just  heard,  and  die 
his  credit  here  that  money,  which  by  his  au-  duty  enjoined  me  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
thority  he  had  before  procured  fur  her,  she  I  come  forward  to  make  good  their  charge  of 
might  then  make  a  discovery  of  all  the  corrup-  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  against  War- 
tion,  that  had  been  carried  on  between  them ;  ren  Hastings,  Esquire,  late  govemour-general 
and  therefore  he  squanders  away  the  treasures  of  Bengal,  and  now  a  prisoner  at  your  bar. 
of  the  company,  in  order  to  secure  himself  My  lords,  since  I  had  last  the  honour  of  stand- 
firom  any  such  detection,  and  to  procure  for  ing  in  this  place  before  your  lordships,  an  event 
himself  rozaoammas,  and  all  those  fine  things,  has  happened,  upon  which  it  is  difficult  to 
He  knew,  that  Munny  Begum,  that  the  whc4e  speak,  and  impossible  to  be  silent.     My  lords, 
seraglio,  that  all  the  country,  whom  he  had  put  I  have  been  disavowed  by  those,  who  sent  me 
under  the  dominion  c^  Sir  John  D^Oyley,  that  here  to  represent  them.  My  lords,  I  have  been 
all  those  people  might  have  made  a  discovery  disavowed  inamaterial  part  of  thatengagement, 
of  all  his  corrupt  proceedings ;  he  therefore  which  I  had  pledged  myself  to  this  House  to 
gets  the  nabob  to  appoint  Sir  John  D^Oyley  perform.    My  loi^s,  that  disavowal  has  been 
his  agent  here,  with  a  view  of  stopping  his  followed  by  a  censure ;  and  yet,  my  lords,  so 
mouth,  and  by  the  liope  of  another  iE.180,n)0  a  censured  and  so  disavowed,  and  by  such  an  aii- 
year  to  prevent  his  givijtg  an  ascount  of  the  thority,  I  am  sent  here  again,  to  this  the  place 
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of  my  oflTence,  under  the  same  commission,  by  The  Commons  then  thus  vindicated,  and 
the  same  authority,  to  make  good  the  same  myself  thus  encouraged,  I  shall  proceed  to 
charge,  against  the  same  delinquent.  My  lords,  make  good  the  charge,  in  which  the  honour 
the  situation  is  new  and  awful :  the  situation  of  the  Commons,  that  is  the  national  hcmour, 
is  such  as,  I  believe,  and  I  am  sure,  has  no-  is  so  deeply  concerned.  For,  ray  lords,  if  any 
thing  like  it  on  the  records  of  parliament,  nor  circumstance  of  weakness,  if  any  feebleness 
probably  in  the  history  of  mankind.  My  lords,  of  nerve,  if  any  yielding  to  weak  and  popular 
it  is  not  only  new  and  singular,  but,  I  believe,  opinions  and  delusions  were  to  shake  us,  con- 
to  many  persons,  who  do  not  look  into  the  true  sider  what  the  situation  of  this  coimtry  would 
interiour  nature  of  affairs,  it  may  appear,  that  be.  This  prosecution,  if  weakly  conceivedf 
it  would  bo  to  me  as  mortifying  as  it  is  un-  ill  digested,  or  intemperately  pursued,  ought 
precedented.  But,  my  lords,  I  have  in  this  never  to  have  been  brought  to  your  lordships' 
situation,  and  upon  the  consideration  of  all  the  bar :  but  being  brought  to  your  lordships  bart 
circumstances,  something  more  to  feed  my  the  nation  is  committed  to  it,  and  the  least 
mind  with,  than  mere  consolation,  because,  my  appearance  of  uncertainty  in  our  minds  woukl 
lords,  I  loojc  upon  the  whole  of  these  circum-  disgrace  us  for  ever.  Esto  perpetua  has  been 
stances,  considered  together,  jnf*  the  strongest,  said.  To  the  glory  of  this  nation,  muchnMNra 
the  most  decisive,  and  tlie  least  equivocal  proof  be  it  said,  esto  perpetua ;  and  I  will  say,  that ' 
which  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  can  give  as  we  have  raised  and  exhibited  a  theatre  of 
of  their  sincerity,  and  their  zeal  in  this  prose-  justice,  which  has  excited  the  admiration  of 
cution.  My  lords,  is  it  from  a  mistaken  ten*  all  Europe,  there  would  be  a  sort  of  lustre  in 
derness,  or  a  blind  partiality  to  me,  that,  thus  our  infamy,  and  a  splendour  in  the  disgrace, 
censured,  they  have  sent  me  to  this  place?  that  we  shall  bring  upon  ourselves,  if  we 
No,  my  lords,  it  is  because  they  feel,  and  re-  should,  just  at  that  moment,  turn  that  theatre 
cognize  in  their  own  breasts,  that  active  prin-  of  our  glory  into  a  spectacle  of  dishonour  be- 
ciple  of  justice,  that  zeal  for  the  relief  of  the  yond  what  has  ever  happened  to  any  country 
people  of  India,  that  zeal  for  the  honour  of  of  the  world. 

Great  Britain,  which  characterizes  me  and  my  The  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  whilst 
excellent  associates  ;  that,  in  spite  of  any  de-  willing  to  keep  a  strong  and  firm  hand  over  all 
fects  in  consequence  of  that  zeal,  which  they  those,  who  represent  them  in  any  business, 
applaud,  and  while  they  censure  its  mistakes,  do,  at  the  same  time,  encourage  them  in  the 
and,  because  they  censure  its  mistakes,  do  but  prosecution  of  it,  by  allowmg  them  a  just  dis- 
more  applaud,  they  have  sent  me  to  this  place  cretion  and  latitude  wherever  their  own  orders 
instructed,  but  not  dismayed,  to  pursue  this  pro-  have  not  marked  a  distinction.  I  shall  there- 
secution  against  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  fore  go  on  with  the  more  cheerful  confidence, 
Your  lordships  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  not  only  for  the  reasons  that  I  have  stated, 
consider  this,  as  I  consider  it,  not  as  a  thing  but  for  another  and  material  reason.  I  know, 
honourable  to  me,  in  the  first  place,  but  as  ho-  and  am  satisfied,  that,  in  the  nobleness  of 
nourable  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  your  judgment,  you  will  always  make  a  dis- 
whose  honour  the  national  glory  is  deeply  con-  tinction  between  the  person,  that  gives  the  or- 
cemed ;  and  I  shall  suffer  myself  with  pleasure  der,  and  the  organ,  that  is  to  execute  it.  The 
to  be  sacrificed  perhaps  in  what  is  dearer  to  House  of  Commons  know  no  such  thing  as  in- 
me  than  my  life,  my  reputation,  rather  than  let  discretion,  imprudence,  or  impropriety  :  it  is 
it  be  supposed,  that  the  Commons  should  for  otherwise  with  their  instruments.  Your  lord- 
one  moment  have  faltered  in  their  duty.  I,  ships  very  well  know,  that  if  you  hear  any 
my  lords,  on  the  one  hand,  feeling  myself  sup-  thing,  that  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  regular, 
ported  and  encouraged,  feeling  protection  and  apt  to  bring  forwaixi  the  charge,  just,  prudent, 
countenance  from  this  admonition  and  warn-  cogent,  you  are  to  give  it  to  the  Commons  of 
ing,  which  has  been  given  to  me,  will  show  my-  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled ;  if  you 
self,  on  the  other  hand,  not  unworthy  so  great  should  hear  from  me  (and  it  must  be  from  me 
and  distinguished  a  mark  of  the  favour  of  the  alone,  and  not  fi-om  any  other  member  of  the 
Commons,  a  mark  of  favour,  not  the  conse-  committee)  any  thing,  Uiat  is  unworthy  of  that 
quence  of  flattery,  but  of  opinion.  I  shall  feel  situation,  that  comes  feeble,  weak,  indigested, 
animated  and  encouraged  by  so  noble  a  reward,  or  ill  prepared,  you  are  to  attribute  that  to  the 
as  I  shall  always  consider  the  confidence  of  instrument.  Your  lordships*  judgment  woukl 
the  Commons  to  be;  the  only  reward,  but  a  do  this  without  my  saying  it;  but  whilst  I 
rich  reward,  which  I  have  received,  for  the  claim  it  on  the  part  of  the  Commons  for  their 
toils  and  labours  of  a  long  life.  dignity,  I  claim  for  myself  the  necessary  in- 
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Mgenee,  Att  mtMC  be  giri^n  to  all  weakness,  are  to  press  the  accosatioa  with  all  the  energy 

Tour  loniflhips,  then,  will  impute  it,  where  you  of  which  it  is  capable,  and  to  come  with  miiidi 

Would  have  imputed  it  without  my  desire.    It  perfectly  conrinced  before  an  august  and  awfd 

b  a  distinction  you  would  naturally  hare  made,  tribunal,  which  at  once  tries  the  accuser  and 

and  the  rather,  because  what  is  alleged  by  us  the  accused. 

at  the  bar  is  not  the  ground,  upon  which  you  Having  stated  thus  much  with  respect  to  the 
are  to  give  judgment.    If  not  only  I,  but  the  Commons,  I  am  to  read  to  your  lordships  the 
whole  body  of  managers,  had  made  use  of  any  resolution,  which  the  Comnaons  have  come  to 
such  expressions  as  I  made  use  of,  even  if  the  upon  this  great  occasion,  and  upon  whidi  I 
Commons  of  Qreat  Britain  in  parlianwnt  as-  ^all  take  the  liberty  to  say  a  very  few  words, 
•embled,  if  the  collective  body  of  parliament,  My  k)rds,  the  Commons  have  resolved  last 
if  the  voice  of  Europe,  had  used  them  ;  if  we  night,  and  I  did  pot  see  the  resolutioa  till  this 
bad  spoken  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  an-  morning,  "  That  no  direction  or  authority  was 
gelii,  you,  in  the  seat  of  judicature,  are  not  to  given  by  this  House  to  the  committee  appoint- 
vegsjrd  what  we  say,  but  what  we  prove ;  you  ed  to  manage  the  impeachment  against  Warren 
are  to  consider,  whether  the  charge  is  well  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  make  any  charge  or  alle- 
•obstantiated,  and  proof  brought  out,  by  legal  gation  against  the   said   Warren  Hastiogs, 
inference  and  argument    You  know,  and  I  respecting  the  coiKlemnatioo  or  ezecotioo  of 
am  snre  the  habits  of  judging,  which  your  Nundcomar ;  and  that  the  words  spoken  by 
lordships  have  acquired  by  sitting  in  judgment,  the  right  honourable  Edmund  Burke,  one  criT 
must  better  inform  you  than  any  other  men,  the  said  managers,  videlicet,  that  He  (mean- 
that  the  duties  of  life,  in  order  to  be  well  per-  ing  Mr.  Hastings)  murdered  that  man  (mean- 
formed,  must  be  methodized,  separated,  arran-  ing  Nundcomar)  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah 
jgt4f  and  harmonized,  in  such  a  manner,  that  Impey,  ought  not  to  have  been  spoken." 
tfiey  than  not  clash  with  one  another  ;  but  each  My  lords,  this  is  the  resolution  of  the  House 
have  a  department,  assigned  and  separated  to  of  Commons.    Your  lordships  well  know  and 
itselfl    My  lords,  in  that  manner  it  is,  that  we  remember  my  having  used  such  cm"  similar 
the  prosecutors  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  words,  and  the  end  aind  purpose,  for  which  I 
ItriMiples,  which  are  to  guide  the  judgment :  used  them.    I  owe  a  few  wotds  of  explanation 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  defence  of  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  who  attend 
the  prisoner.    Your  lordships  well  know,  that,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  be  the 
ykhen  we  c6me  before  jrou,  you  hear  a  party ;  observers  and  spectators  of  my  conduct.    I 
that,  when  the  accused  come  before,  you  hear  owe  it  to  your  lordships ;  I  owe  it  to  this  great 
a  party :  that  it  is  for  you  to  doubt  and  wait  auditory ;  I  owe  it  to  the  present  times  and  to 
till  you  come  to  the  clo^e,  before  you  decide :  posterity,  to  made  some  apology  for  a  proceed- 
that  it  is  for  us,  the  prosecutors,  to  have  deci-  ing,  whidi  has  drawn  upon  me  the  disavowal  of 
ded  before  we  came  here.     To  act  as  prose-  the  House,  which  I  represent.    Your  lorddiips 
tutoTBf  we  dught  to  have  ik>  doubt,  or  hesita-  will  remember,  that  this  charge,  which  I  have 
tion,  iiothing  trembling  <Mr  quivering  in  our  opened  to  your  lordships,  is  primarily  a  charge 
lAindt  upon  the  occasion.    We  ought  to  be  founded  upon  the  evidence  of  the  rajah  Nund- 
ffatly  convinced  of  guilt,  before  we  eome  to  oomar,  and  consequently,  I  thought  myself 
you.    It  is  then  odr  business  to  bring  forward  obliged,  I  thought  it  a  part  of  my  duty,  to 
file  p'rocA,  to  enfbrce  them  with  all  die  clearr  «upport  the  credit  of  that  person,  who  is  the 
new,  illofttratioMl,  example,  that  we  can  bring  principal  evidence  to  suppcnt  the  direct  charge, 
htivitd  :  that  we  ^fe   to  «how  the  circum-  that  is  brought  before  your  lordships.  I  knew, 
MMe»t  that  can  aggravate  the  guilt:  that  we  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  anticipated  defence 
a)^  lift  gb  foMher,  show  the  misdiievous  con-  befiire  the  House  of  Commons,  had  attempted 
iMqaetid^  and  tendency  of  those  crimes  to  to  shake  the  credit  of  th«t  witness.    I  there- 
ibeidty ;  Attd  that  we  are,  if  able  so  to  do^  to  fore  thought  myself  justified  in  informing  your 
tttnm  Aild  a#Akelt  in  the  mindtf  of  all,  that  tordships,  and  in  warning  him,  that,  if  he  did 
iMAr  us,  YhoM  genefous  and  noble  sympa-  attempt  to  shake  the  credit  of  an  important  wit- 
MM,  ^liMiSh  ProvideMe  hai  planted  in  the  iiess  against  him  by  an  allegation  of  his  having 
hMWHU  tif  kH  ifteA,  to  he  the  true  guardians  of  been  condemned  and  executed  for  a  forgeiy,  I 
tfto  thimbtk  rfji^ts  af  humanity.    Your  lord-  Wodd  endeavour  to  support  hb  credit  by  attack- 
IhtfM  Ufi»#,  thtt  this  )b  the  duty  of  the  pro*  ing  that  very  prosecution,  which  brought  on  that 
#9^%  (Ml,  i^  thai,  tharef^e,  we  are  not  to  condemnation,  and  that  execution;  and  that  1  did 
MMidlM'  HM  d<rtbiK»  of  the  p^rty,  which  u  eonsider  it,  and  wouki  lay  grounds  b^bro  your 
Wlhely  idttd  properly  left  to  hiKiwelf ;  but  wa  k)rdships  to  prove  it,  to  be  a  murder  commit- 
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tad,  instead  of  a  justification  set  up,  or  that  with  the  receipt  of  large  sums  of  money,  cor- 
ought  to  be  set  up.  ruptly  taken  before  the  promulgation  of  the 
Now,  my  lords,  I  am  ordered  by  the  Com-  regulating  act  of  1773,  contrary  to  my  cove- 
mons  no  longer  to  persist  in  that  declaration,  nants  with  the  company,  and  with  the  receipt 
and  I,  who  know  nothings  in  this  place,  and  of  very  large  sums  taken  since,  in  defiance  of 
ought  to  know  nothing  in  this  place,  but  obedi-  that  law,  and  contrary  to  my  declared  sense 
ence  to  the  Commons,  do  mean,  when  Mr.  of  its  provisions."    And  he  ushers  in  this 
Hastings  makes  that  objection,  if  he  shall  be  charge  in  the  following  pompous  diction  ;— 
ad^sed  to  make  it,  against  the  credit  of  rajah  "  That  in  March  1775  the  late  rajah  Nund- 
N'undcomar,  not  thus  to  support  that  credit;  comar,  a  native  Hindoo  of  the  highest  cast  in 
and,  therefore,  that  objection  to  the  credit  of  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society 
the  witness  must  go  unrefuted  by  me.    My  by  the  offices  which  he  had  held  under  the 
lords,  I  must  admit,  perhaps  against  my  pri-  country  government,  did  lay  before  the  council 
Tate  judgment  (but  that  is  of  no  consideration  an  account  of  various  sums  of  money,"  &c. 
for  your  lordships,  when  opposed  to  the  judg-  "  It  would  naturally  strike  every  person,  igno- 
ment  of  the  House  of  Commons)  or,  at  least,  rant  of  the  character  of  Nundcomar,  tliat  an 
not  contest,  that  a  first  minister  of  state,  in  a  accusation  made  by  a  person  of  the  hi^est  cast 
great  kingdom,  who  had  the  benefit  of  the  ad-  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  by  his 
ministration,  and  of  the  entire  and  absolute  ofiices,  demanded  particular  notice,  and  ac-  * 
command  of  a  revenue  of  fifteen  hundred  thou-  quired  a  considerable  degree  of  credit,  from  a 
sand  pounds  a  year,  had  been  guilty  of  a  paltry  prevalent  association  of  ideas,  that  a  nice 
forgery  in  Calcutta ;  that  this  man,  who  had  sense  of  honour  is  connected  with  an  elevated 
been  guiky  of  this  paltry  forgery,  had  waited  rank  of  life :  but  when  this  honourable  House 
for  his  sentence  and  his  punishment,  till  a  body  is  informed,  that  my  accuser  knew  (though  he 
of  Knglish  judges,  armed  with  an  English  suppressed  the  facts)  that  this  person,  of  high 
statute,  came  to  Calcutta ;  and  that  this  hap-  rank,  and  high  cast,  had  forfeited  every  preten- 
pened  at  the  very  happy  nick  and  moment,  sion  to   honour,  veracity,  and  credit;  that 
when  he  was  accusing  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  these  are  facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceed- 
bribery,  with  which  we  now,  in  the  name  of  ings,  which  my  accuser  partially  quotes,  prov- 
the  Commons,  charge  him ;  that  it  was  owing  ing  this  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most 
to  an  entirely  fortuitous  concurrence  of  circum-  flsgrant  forgery  of  letters  fi-om  Munny  Begum 
stances,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  share,  and    the  nabo4>  Zeteram  ul  Dowlah   (inde- 
or  that  it  was  owing  to  something  beyond  this,  pendent  of  the  forgery,  for  which  he  siriflfered 
something  that  is  rather  pious  than  fortuitous,  death)  of  the  most  deliberate  treachery  to  the 
namely,  that,  as  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  him-  state,  for  which  he  was  confined,  by  the  orders 
self,  "  all  persuasicms  of  men  were  impressed  q£  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  limits  of  the 
with  a  superstitious  belief,  that  a  fortunate  town  of  Calcutta,  in  order  to  prevent  his  dan- 
influence  directed  all  my  actions  to  their  de-  gerous  intrigues ;  and  of  having  violated  every 
Btined  ends.*^    I,  not  being  at  that  time  infect-  principle  of  common  honesty  in  private  life ;  I 
ed  with  the  superstition,  and  considering  what  say,  when  this  honourable  House  is  acquaint- 
I  thought  Mr.  Hastings's  guilt  to  be,  and  what  ed,  it  is  from  mutilated  and  garbled  aaser- 
I  must  prove  it  to  be,  as  weU  as  I  can,  did  not  tions,  founded  on  the  testimony  of  such  an  evi- 
believe,  that  Providence  did  watch  over  Mr.  dence,  without  the  whole  matter  being  fiiirly 
Hastings,  so  as,  in  the  nick  of  time,  like  a  god  stated,  I  do  hope  and  trust  it  will  be  sufficient 
in  a  machine,  to  come  down  to  save  him  in  for  them  to  reject  now  these  vague  and  un« 
tfie  moment  of  his  imminent  peril  and  distress:  sspported  charges,  in   like  manner  as   they 
I  did  not  think  so,  but  I  must  not  say  so.  were  before  rejected  by  the  court  of  directorSf 
But,  now  to  show,  that  it  was  net  weakly,  and  his  majesty's  ministers,  when  they  wore 
kMsely,  or  idly,  that  I  took  up  this  business,  or  first  made  by  Greneral  Clavering,   Colonel 
that  I  anticipated  a  defence,  whidi  it  was  not  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis." 
probable  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  (and  I        "I  must  here  interrupt  the  course  of  my 
Wish  to  speak  to  your  knrtHihips  ki  the  feat  in-  defence  to  explain  on  what  grounds  I  employ^ 
stance,  but  to  the  Commons  in  the  next,)  I  ed,  or  had  any  connexion  with,  a  roan  of 
will  rMd  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's  defbnce  be-  so  flagitious  a  character  as  Nundcomar.'' 
ibre  the  House  of  Coounons ;  it  is  in  evidence        My  lords,  I  hope  this  was  a  good  and  rea? 
before  your  kmlships.    He  says :  "  My  ao-  sonable  ground  for  me  to  anticipate  the  de* 
coser,"  (meantng  -myself,  then  acting  as  a  fence,  which  Mr.  Hastings  would  make  in 
private  member  of  parliament,)  '*  charges  ms  this  house,  namely,  en  the  known,  recogniMdi 
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iofamous  character  of  Nundcomar  with  regard 
to  certain  proceedings  there  charged  at  large, 
with  regard  to  one  forgery,  for  which  he  auf. 
fered,  and  two  other  forgeries,  with  which  Mr. 
Hastings  charged  him.  I,  who  found,  that 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  had  received 
that  very  identical  charge  of  Nundcomar,  and 
given  it  to  me,  in  trust,  to  make  it  good,  did 
naturally,  I  hope  excusably,  (for  that  is  the 
only  ground  upon  which  I  stand,)  endeavour 
to  support  that  credit,  upon  which  the  House 
acted.  I  hope  I  did  so,  and  I  hope,  that  the 
goodness  of  that  intention  may  excuse  me,  if  I 
went  a  little  too  far  on  that  occasion.  I  would 
have  endeavoured  to  support  that  credit,  which 
it  was  much  Mr.  Hastings's  interest  to 
shake,  and  which  he  had  before  attempted  to 
fchake. 

Your  lordships  will  have  the  goodness  to 
suppose  me  now  making  my  apology,  and  by 
no  manner  of  means  intending  to  persist  either 
in  this,  or  in  any  thing,  which  the  House  oi 
Commons  shall  desire  me  not  to  declare  in 
their  name.    But  the  House  of  Commons  has 
not  denied  me  the  liberty  to  make  you  this 
just  apology  ;  God  forbid  they  should ;  for  they 
would  be  guilty  of  great  injustice,  if  they  did. 
The  House  of  Commons,  whom  I  represent, 
will  likewise  excuse  me,  their  representative, 
whilst  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  support 
their  characters  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and 
to  make  an  apcJogy,  and  only  an  humble  apo« 
logy,  for  my  conduct,  for  having  considered 
that  act  in  the  light  that  I  represented  it;  and 
which  I  did  merely  from  my  private  opinicm, 
without  any  formal  instruction  from  the  E^Mise. 
For  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  House  is  per- 
fectly right,  inasmuch  as  the  House  did  nei- 
ther formally  instruct  me,  nor  at  all  forbid  my 
making  use  of  such  an  argument ;  and  there- 
fore I  have  given  your  lordships  the  reason, 
why  it  was  fit  to  make  use  of  such  argument, 
if  it  was  right  to  make  use  of  it.    I  am  in  the 
memory  of  your  lordships,  that  I  did  conceive 
it  to  be  relevant,  and  it  was  by  the  poverty  of 
the  language  I  was  led  to  express  my  private 
feelings  under  the  name  o^  k  murder.    For,  if 
the  language  had  furnished  me,  under  the 
impression  of  those  feelings,  with  a  word 
sufficient  to  convey  the  complicated  atrocity 
of  that  act,  as  I  felt  it  in  my  mind,  I  would 
not  have  made  use  of  the  word  murder.    It 
was  on  account  of  the  language  furnishing  me 
with  no  other,  I  was  obliged  to  use  that  word. 
Your  lordships  do  not  imagine,  I  hope,  that  I 
used  that  word  in  any  other  than  a  moral  and 
popular  sense,  or  that  I  used  it  in  the  legal 
and  tMhaical  sensa  of  the  word  murder.    Your 


lordships  know,  that  I  could  not  briag  befan 
this  bar  any  commoner  of  Great  Britua  <at 
charge  for  murder.  I  am  not  so  ignonot  cf 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  my  coootiy.  I 
expressed  an  act,  which  I  conceived  to  be  (f 
an  atrocious  and  evil  nature,  and  partakiif 
of  some  of  the  moral  evil  consequences  of  ^ 
crime.  What  led  me  into  that  erroor?  niM 
years'  meditation  upon  that  subject. 

My  lords,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  the  jetf 
1780  sent  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Con* 
mons  complaining  of  that  very  chief  jusuce, 
Sir  Elijah  Impey.    The  House  of  Cofflmoai, 
who  then  had  some  trust  in  me,  as  they  bm 
some  trust  still,  did  order  me,  along  widi  ]N^ 
sons  more  wise  and  judicious   than  myMl^ 
several  of  whom  stand  near  me,  to  make  u 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  justice  of  tbat 
country.     The   consequence  of  that  inqinry 
was,  that  we  began  to  conceive  a  very  bti 
opinion  both  of  the  complainant  and  defeaifaal 
in  that  business :  that  we  found  the  En^iA 
justice  to  be,  as  we  thought  it,  and  reported  k 
to  the  House,  a  grievance,  instead  of  a  re* 
dress,  to  the  people  of  India.     I  could  bring 
before  your  lordships,  if  I  did  not  spare  yov 
patience,   whole   volumes   c^  reports,  whols 
bodies  of  evidence,  which  in  the  pn^ress  wt 
have  made,  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine  yean, 
brought  to  my  mind  such  a  coovictkni,  as  will 
never  be  torn   from  my  heart  but  with  my 
life  :  and  I  should  have  no  heart,  that  was  fit 
to  lodge  any  honest  sentiment,  if  I  departed 
from  my  opinion  upon  that  occasion.     But, 
when  I  declare   my  own  firm   opinion  upon 
it ;  when  I  declare  the  reasons,  that  led  ma 
to  it ;  when  I  mention  the  long  meditation, 
that  preceded  my  founding  a  Judgment  upoa 
it,  the  strict  inquiry,  the  many  hours  and  dbyi 
spent  in  consideration,  coUalioa,  and  compip 
risen,  I  trust,  that  infirmity,  which  could  be 
actuated  by  no  malice  to  ooe   party  or  the 
other,  may  be  excused  ;  I  trust,  that  I  shall 
meet  with  this  indulgence,  when  your  lord- 
ships consider,  that  as  far  as  jrou  know  moi 
as  &r  as  my  public  services  for  many  yean 
account  for  me,  I  am  »  man  of  a  slow,  labori- 
ous, inquisitive  temper;   that   I  do  seldom 
leave  a  pursuit  without  leaving  noarks,  perhaps 
of  my  weakness,  but  leaving  marks  of  tbat  la- 
bour ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  that  UboWi 
I  made  that  affirmation,  and  thought  the  na- 
ture of  the  cause  obliged  me  to  support  and 
substantiate  it.    It  is  true,  that  those,  who 
sent  me  here,  have  sagaci^  to  decide  upoa 
the  subject  in  a  week ;  they  can,  in  one  weel^ 
discover  the  errours  of  my  labours  for  niM 
years. 
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-^oir,  that  I  have  made  this  apology  to  you,  Nundcomar  by  any  allegation  against  Mr* 

^■iUTB  you,  you  shall  never  hear  me  either  Hastings  respecting  his  condemnation  or  exe* 

^  my  own  name  here,  much  less  in  the  name  cution  ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  limited  from  en- 

Ibe  Commons,  urge  one  thing  to  you  in  sup-  deavouring  to  support  his  credit  against  Mr. 

NM  of   the  credit  of  Nundcomar   grounded  Hastings's  charges  of  other  forgeries ;  and  from 

Nm  that  judgment,  until  the  House  shall  in*  showing  you,  what  I  hope  to  show  you  clearly 

fyaet  and   order  me  otherwise  ;   because   I  in  a  few  words,  that  Nundcomar  cannot  be 

feoiv,  that,  when  I  can  discover  their  senti-  presumed  guilty  of  forgery  with  more  proba- 

MUs^  I  ought  to  know  nothing  here,  but  what  bility  than  Mr.  Hastings  is  guilty  of  bringing 

m  strict  and  literal  obedience  to  them.  forward  a  light  and  dangerous  (for  I  use  no 

My  lords,  another  thing  might  make   me  other  words  than  a  light  and  dangerous)  charge 

riiaps  a  little  willing  to  be  admitted  to  the  of  (brgery,  when  it  serves  his  purpose.    Mr. 

loT  €£  iwhat  I  advanced,  and   that   is,  the  Hastings  charges  Nundcomar  with  two  other 

y  answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  this  charge,  forgeries.    *^  These  two  forgeries,''  he  says, 

ieh  the  House  of  Commons,  however,  have  "  are  facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceedings, 

ipted,  and,  therefore,  in  some  degree  puri-  which  my  accuser  partially  quotes,  proving 

I.      **  To  the  malicious  part  of  this  <-harge,  this  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  fla- 

ich  is  the  condemnation  of  Nundcomar  for  grant  forgery  of  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum, 

NT^ery,  I  do  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  and  and  of  a  letter  from  the  nabob  Zeterain  ul 

etferved   manner,  that  I  had   no  concern,  Dowlah,"  and,  therefore,  he  infers  malice  in 

ler  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  apprehend-  those,  who  impute  any  thing  improper  to  him, 

,  prosecuting,  or  executing  of  Nundcomar.  knowing,  that  the  proof  stood  so.    Here  he 

•aiffered  for  a  crime  of  forgery,  which  he  asserts,   that   there  are   records   before   the 

1  committed  in  a  private   trust,  that  was  House  of  Commons,,  and  on  the  company's 

E^aited  to  him,  and  for  which  he  had  been  proceedings  and  consultations,  proving  Nund- 

■ecuted  in  the  dewannee  courts  of  the  coun>  comar  to  have  been  guilty  of  these  two  forge- 

,  before  the  institution  of  the  supreme  court  ries.    Turn  over  the  next  page  of  his  printed 

udicature.    To  adduce  this  circumstance,  defence,  and  you  find  a  very  extraordinary 

rolbre,  as  a  confirmation  of  what  was  before  thing.    You  would  have  imagined,  tliat  this 

^etous  from  his  general  depravity  of  cha-  forgery  of  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum,  which, 

AtfTy  is  just  as  reasonable  as  to  assert,  that  he  says,  is  recognized  and   proved   on  the 

»  accusations  of  Smpson  and  Dudley  were  journals,  was  a  forgery  charged  by  Munny 

nliffined|because  they  suffered  death  for  their  Begum  herself,  or  by  somebody  on  her  part, 

•oeious  acts."  or  some  person  concerned  in  this  business. 

I^y  lords,  this  was  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  There  is  no  other  charge  of  it  whatever,  but 

itiare  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  now  the  charge  of  Warren  Hastings  himself.    He 

evidence  before  your  lordships.    In  this  de->  wants  you  to  discredit  a  man  for  forgery  upon 

ace,  he  supposes  Uie  charge,  which  was  made  no  evidence  under  heaven,  but  that  of  his  own, 

rifrinally  before  the  Commons,  and  which  the  who  thinks  proper,  without  any  sort  of  au« 

lommons  voted  (though  aAerwards,  for  tha  thority,  without  any  sort  of  reference,  without 

unvenience  of  shortening  it,  the  affair  was  any  sort  of  collateral  evidence,  to  charge  a 

roaght  before  your  lordships  in  the  way,  in  man  with  that  very  direct  forgery.    '*  You 

diic^  it  is,)  he  supposes,  I  say,  the  whole  are,"  he  says,  *'  well  informed  of  the  reasons, 

9  proceed  from  a  malicious  intention ;  and  I  which  first  induced  me  to  give  any  space  of 

lope  your  lordships  will  not  think,  and  I  hope  my  confidence  to  Nundcomar,  with  whose 

be  Commons,  reconsidering  this  matter,  will  character  I  was  acquainted  by  an  experience 

lOt  tliink,  that,  when  su«h  an  imputation  of  of  many  years.    The  means,  which  he  took 

Bailee  was  miade  for  the  purpose  of  repel-  to  acquire  it,  were  peculiar  to  himself.    He 

ing  this  corroborating  argument,  which  was  sent  a  messenger  to  me  at  Madras,  on  the  first 

■ed  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  prove  his  news  of  my  appointment  to  this  presidency, 

^t,  I  was  wrong  in  attempting  to  support  the  with  pretended  letters  from  Munny  Begum 

aouse  of  Commons  against  his  imputation  of  and  the  nabob  Zeteram  ul  Dowlah,  the  bro- 

aalice.  ther  of  the  nabob  Jafiier  Ally  Cawn,  filled 

I  most  obsorre,  where  I  am  limited  and  with  bitter  invectives  against  Mahomed  Reza 

liliere  I  am  not.    I  am  limited,  strictly,  fully,  Cawn,  and  of  as  warm  recommendations,  as  I 

[and  your  lordships  and  ray  country,  who  hear  recollect,  of  Nundcomar.    I  have  been  smoe 

as,  will  judge  how  faithfully  I  shall  adhere  to  informed  by  the  begum,  that  the  letter,  which 

bat  limitation)  not  to  support  the  credit  of  bore  her  seal,  was  a  complete  forgery ;  and  that 
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■Iw  wM  totally  mweqaainted  with  the 
whi<^  hftd  been  made  of  her  name,  till  infi>nn- 
ed  of  it  by  Juggut  Chund,  NuadcooMur's  son- 
in-law,  who  waa  sent  to  her  exprenly  to 
entreat  her  not  to  divulge  it.  Mr.  M  iddleton 
whom  she  consulted  on  this  occasion,  can 
attest  the  tnith  of  this  story." 

Mr.  Middleton  is  dead,  my  lords.  This 
is  not  the  Mr.  Middleton,  whom  your  lord- 
ships heard,  and  know  well  in  this  House, 
but  a  brother  of  that  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is 
since  dead.  Your  lordships  find,  when  we 
refer  to  the  records  of  the  company  for  the 
proof  of  this  forgery,  that  there  is  no  other 
than  the  unsupported  assertion  of  Mr.  Has- 
tings himself,  that  he  was  guilty  of  it.  Now 
that  was  bad  enough ;  but  then  hear  the  rest. 
Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  this  unhappy  man 
whom  we  must  not  defend,  with  another  ibr^ 
gery ;  he  has  charged  him  with  a  forgery  of  a 
letter  from  Zeteram  ul  Dowlah  to  Mr.  Has- 
tings. Now,  you  would  imagine,  that  he 
would  have  given  his  own  authority  at  least 
for  that  assertion,  which,  he  says,  was  proved. 
He  goes  on,  and  says,  "  I  have  not  yet  had 
the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  the  nabob,  Zeteram 
ul  Dowlah,  whether  his  letter  was  of  the  same 
•tamp ;  but  I  cannot  doubt  it.** 

Now  here  he  begins  in  this  vary  defence, 
which  is  before  your  lordships,  to  charge  a 
forgery,  upon  the  credit  of  Munny  Begum, 
without  supporting  it  even  by  his  own  testi- 
mony; and  another  forgery,  in  the  name  of 
Zeteram  ul  E>owlah,  whidi,  he  said,  he  had 
not  even  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into,  and  yet 
desires  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  believe  it  to 
be  proved.  Good  God !  in  what  condition  do 
men  of  the  first  character  and  situation  in  that 
country  stand,  when  we  have  here  delivered 
to  us,  as  a  record  of  the  company,  Mr.  Has- 
tings's own  assertions,  saying,  that  these  for- 
geries were  proved,  tliough  you  have,  for  the 
first,  nothing  but  his  own  unsupported  asser- 
tion, and  for  the  second,  his  declaration  only, 
that  he  had  not  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into  it. 
I  am  not  forbidden  by  the  Commons  to  state 
how  and  on  what  slight  grounds  Warren  Has- 
tings charges  the  natives  of  the  country  with 
forgery ;  neither  am  I  forbidden  to  bring  for^ 
ward  the  accusation,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
made  against  Nundcomar  for  a  conspiracy, 
nor  the  event  of  it,  nor  any  circumstance  rela- 
tive to  it.  I  shall  therefore  proceed  in  the 
best  manner  I  can.  There  was  a  period, 
among  the  revolutions  of  philosophy,  when 
there  was  an  opinion,  that,  if  a  man  lost  one 
limb,  or  organ,  the  strength  of  that,  which  was 
lost,  retired  into  what  was  left.  My  lords,  if  we 
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ars  straitened  in  this,  then  ov  figw 
redoubled  in  the  rest ;  and  we  ifasIlM 
double  fiirce.   If  the  top  and  point  ofi»i 
is  broken  oft,  we  shall  take  the  hilt  in  m 
and  fight  with  whatever  remains  of  tlie 
pon  against  bribery,  corruption,  vd , 
tion  ;  and  we  shall  use  double  dili^iuuaH 
any  restraint,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  M 
mons   may  lay  upon  us,  or  yonr  laitf|f 
wisdom  may  oblige  us  to  submit  to. 

Having  gone  through  this  bosinoi}  ■ 
shown  in  what  manner  I  am  restrained,  ^ 
I  am  not  to  repel  Mr.  Hastings's  defence,iii 
where  I  am  left  at  large  to  do  it,  I  AiSil^ 
mit  to  the  strict  injunction  vrith  the  «Ml 
possible  hiunility,  arid  enjoy  the  liberty,  iM 
is  left  to  me,  with  vigour,  with  propriety,  di 
with  discretion,  I  trust. 

My  lords,  when  the  circumstance  ha{ipM 
which  has  given  occasion  to  the  long  pn* 
thesis,  by  which  my  discourse  has  been  illiR^ 
rupted,  I  remember  I  was  beginning  to  of* 
to  your  lordships  the  second  period  of  M(< 
Hastings's  scheme  and  S3rstem  of  bribof. 
My  lords,  his  bribery  is  so  extensive,  andhil 
had  such  a  variety  in  it,  that  it  must  be  &• 
tinguished  not  only  with  regard  to  its  kinj,!^ 
but  must  be  likewise  distinguished  acoorditf  ly 
to  the  periods  of  bribery  aiKi  the  epodns  a 
pectilation  committed  by  him.  In  the  firrt  cf 
those  periods  we  shall  prove  to  your  lordsh^ 
I  believe,  without  the  aids,  that  we  hoped  for 
(your  lordships  alk>wing,  as  I  trust  you  will  do, 
a  good  deal  for  our  situation)  we  shall  be  aUe, 
I  say,  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Hastings  took  as  t 
bribe,  for  appointing  Munny  ^ginn,  thres 
lades  and  an  half  of  rupees ;  we  shdl  prove  ths 
taking  at  the  same  time  the  rajeshye  bribei. 
Mr.  Hastings,  at  that  time,  followed  briboy 
in  a  natural  manner :  he  took  a  bribe,  he  took 
it  as  large  as  be  could  ;  he  concealed  it  ai 
well  as  he  could,  and  he  got  out  of  it  by  arti- 
fice, or  boMness,  by  use  of  trick,  or  use  of 
power,  just  as  he  was  enabled  :  he  acted  fikt 
a  wild  natural  man,  void  of  instruction,  dia- 
cipline,  and  art. 

The  second  period  opened  another  systea 
of  bribery.  About  this  time  he  began  totUak 
(from  what  communication  yoor  Kmiships  BMy 
guess)  of  other  means,  by  which,  when  ha 
coukl  no  longer  conceal  any  bribe,  that  he  hal 
received,  he  not  only  mi^  exempt  hiawtf 
from  the  charge  and  the  punishment  of  gidt, 
but  might  convert  it  into  a  kind  of  merit,  and 
instead  of  a  breaker  of  laws,  a  violator  <!fhil 
trust,  a  receiver  of  scandalous  bribes,  a  pee»' 
later  of  the  first  magnitude,  might  make  hia* 
self  to  be  considered  as  a  great  distinguiibiaf 
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9itL  financier,  a  collector  of  revenue  in  account,  or  on  any  pretence  whatsoerer;  or 
wuad  eitra^Mndinary  ways:  and  that  we  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  present, 
I  ^us  at  once  praise  his  diligence,  in-  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward ;  and  if  any 
^i»  and  ingenuity.  The  8cb«ne  he  set  person,  holding  or  exercising  any  such  civil 
ML  was  this :  he  pretended,  that  the  com-  or  military  office,  shall  be  guilty  of  any  such 
^Nwld  not  exist  upon  principles  of  strict  offence,  and  shall  be  thereof  legally  convict- 
Mi,  (for  so  he  expresses  it,)  and  that  their  ed,"  &c.  &c. 

As  in  many  cases,  could  not  be  so  well         It  then  imposes  the  penalties,  and  your  lord- 

BflMidated  by  a  regular  revenue,  as  by  ships  see,  that  human  wisdom  cannot  pen  an 

t«ly  taking  money,  which  was  to  be  ap-  act  more  strongly  directed   against    taking 

to  their  service  by  the  pers<ni,  who  took  bribes  upon  any  pretence  whatever.    This  act 

^  Ilia  discretion.     This  was  the  principle  of  parliament  was  in  affirmance  of  the  cove- 

Ni)  down.    It  would  hardly  be  believed,  I  nant  entered  into  by  the  servants  of  the  com- 

■ve,  unless  strong  proof  appeared,  that  pany,  and  of  the  explicit  orders  of  the  com- 

Ifean  could  be  so  daring  as  to  hold  up  pany,  which  forbid  any  person  whatever  in 

%  resource  to  a   regular  government,  trust — "  directly  or  indirectly,  to  accept,  take 
Mkhad  three  millions  of  known,  avowed,  a  or  receive,  or  agree  to  accept,  take,  or  receive, 
'  part  Q£it  territorial,  revenue.    But  it  is  any  gift,  reward,  gratuity,  allowance,  donation, 
i«ary,  it  seems,  to  piece  out  the  lion's  or  compensation,  in  money,  effects,  jewels,  or 
^rith  a  fox's  tail ;  to  tack  on  a  little  piece  othenoiae  howsoever^  from  any  of  the   Indian 
"Sbery  and  a  little  piece  of  peculation,  in  princes,  sovereigns,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  or  an]r 
I*  to    help  out  the  resources  of  a  great  of  their  ministers,  servants,  or  agents,  exceed- 
ftourishing  state ;  that  they  should  have,  ing  the  value  of  4,000  rupees,  &c.  &c. 
m  knavery  of  their  servants,  in  the  breach         **  And  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
•ir  laws,  and  in  the  entire  defiance  of  their  shall  and  will  convey,  assign,  and  make  over, 
MUita,  a  real  resource  applicable  to  their  to  the  said  United  Company  for  their  sole  and 
Hikies ;  of  which  they  were  not  to  judge,  proper  use  and  benefit,  all  and  every  such  gifts, 
lliie  persons  who  were  to  take  the  bribes ;  rewards,  gratuities,  alloweuices,  donations,  or 
diat  the  bribes  thus  taken  were,  by  a  men-  compensations  whatsoever,  which,  contrary  to 
fpervation,  a  private  intention  in  the  mind  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents, 
m  taker,  unknown  to  the  giver,  to  be  some  shall  come  into  the  hands,  possession,  or  power 
or  other,  in  some  way  or  other,  applied  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  or  any  other  per- 
•  public  service.    The  taking  such  bribes  son  or  persons  in  trust  for  him  or  for  his  use." 
to   become  a  justifiable  act,  in  conse-         The  nature  of  the  covenant,  the  act  of  par- 
oe  of  that  reservation  in  the  mind  of  the  liament,  and  the  company's  orders,  are  clear. 
Ml    who  took  them,  and  he  was  not  to  be  First,  they  have  not  forbidden  their  govemour- 
d  to  account  for  them,  in  any  other  way  general,  nor  any  (^  their  governours,  to  take 
a*  he  thought  fit.  and  accept  from  the  princes  of  the  country, 
y  lords,  an  act  (^  parliament  passed  in  openly  and  publicly,  fbr  their  use,  any  terri- 
'aar  177S,  the  whole  drift  of  which,  I  may  tories,  lands,  sums  of  money,  or  other  dona- 
was  to  prevent  bribery,  peculation,  and  tions,  which  may  be  offered  in  consequence 
lion  in  die  company's  servants ;  and  the  of  treaty  or  otherwise.    It  was  necessary  to 
warn  penned,  I  think,  with  as  much  strict-  distinguish  this  from  every  other  species  of 
and  rigour  as  ever  act  was  penned.  The  acceptance,  because  many  occasions  occurred, 
ity^ourth  clause  of  chap.  63,  13  Geo.  HI,  in  which  fines  were  paid  to  the  company  in 
the  following  enactment :  "  And  be  it  fur-  consequence  of  treaties ;  and  it  was  necessary 
onacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  the  same  in  the  com* 

and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  1774,  pany's  treasury,  as  an  open  and  known  pro- 

lefwm  holdmg  or  exercising  any  civil  or  ceeding.    It  was   never  dreamed,^  that  this 

Ary  ofiice  under  the  crown,  or  the  said  shouldjustify  the  taking  of  bribes,  privately  and 

md  Company  in  the  East-Indies,  shall  clandestinely,  by  the  govemour,  or  any  other 

pt,  receive,  or  take,  directly  or  indirectly,  servant  of  the  company,  for  the  purpose  of  its 

(imaelf,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  on  future  application  to  the  company's  use.  It  is 

lebalf,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  of  and  from  declared,  that  all  such  bribes  and  money  re- 

of  the  Indian  princes  or  powers,  or  their  ceived  should  be  the  property  of  the  company^ 

iaCera   or  agents,  (or  any  of  the  natives  And  why  ?   As  a  means  of  recovering^  them 

Lna)  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratoity,  out  of  the  corrupt  hands,  that  had  ta^n  them  } 

•tnurd,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  upon  any  and  therefore  this  was  not  alicensQcfor  bribery^ 
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but  a  prohibiUM7  and  penal  clause,  proriding  his  diacretioo,   and  not    at  the  discretifliit  1* 

the  means  of  coercion,  and  making  the  prohi-  his  employers.  I  will  venture  to  say,  thtf  an  l"! 

bition  stronger.    Now  Mr.  Hastings  hasfound  a  system  of  revenue  never  w«i  before  tbM^  I**' 

out,  thai  this  very  coercive  clause,  which  was  of.    The  next  part  is  an  exchequer,  ^M^^J  f^ 


made  in  order  to  enable  his  super iours  to  get     has  formed,  corresponding  with  it.    Yon  wl  ■*■ 


at  him  and  punish  him  for  bribery,  is  a  license  find  the  board  of  ejrchequer  made  op  of  (^Been 

for  him  to  receive  bribes.    He  is  not  only  a  ostensibly  in  the  company's  service,  of  Aek 

practitioner  of  bribery,  but  a  professor,  a  doc-  public  accountant  and  public  treasorer,  when 

tor  upon  the  subject.    His  opinion  is,  that  he  Mr.  Hastings  uses  as  an  accountant  and  trea> 

might  take  prewents  or  bribes  to  himself;  he  surer  of  bribes,  accountable  not  to  the  oooh 

considers  the  penal  clause,  which  the  company  pany,  but  to  himself,  acting  in  no  poblie  maa* 

attached  to  their  prohibition,  and  by  which  all  ner,  and  never  acting  but  upon  hb  reqjuisitioB, 

such  bribes  are  constructively  declared  to  be  concealing  all  his  firauds  and  artifices  to  pre* 

theirs,  in  order  to  recover  them  out  of  his  hands,  vent  detection  and  discovery.   In  short,  it  is  as 

as  a  license  to  receive  bribes,  to  extort  money,  exchequer,  in  which,  if  I  may  be  p^rmined  io 

and  he  goes  with  the  very  prohibition  in  his  repeat  the  words  I  made  use  of  on  a  fcnner 

hand,  the  very  means,  by  which  he  was  to  be  occasion,  extortion  is  the  assessor,  in  wfaidi 

restrained,  to  exercise  an  unlimited  bribery,  fraud  is  the  treasurer,  confusion  the  accountant) 

peculation,  and  extortion,  over  the  unhappy  oblivion  the  remembrancer.     That  these  are 

natives  of  the  country.  not  mere  words,  £  wilt  exemplify  as  I  go  throogb 

The  moment  he  finds,  that  the  company  the  detail:  I  will  show  you,  that  every  one  of 

has  got  a  scent  of  any  cme  of  his  bribes,  he  the  things  I  have  stated  are  truths,  in  fact,  vd 

comes  forward  and  says,  to  be  sure,  I  took  it  that  these  men  are  bound  by  the  condition  of 

as  a  bribe :  I  admit  the  party  gave  me  it  as  their  recognised  fidelity  to  Mr.  Hastings  to 

a  bribe :  I  concealed  it  for  a  time,  because  I  keep  back  his  secrets,  to  change  the  accounts, 

thought  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  company  to  alter  the  items,  to  make  him  debtor  or  ore* 

to  conceal  it :  but  I  had  a  secret  intention,  in  ditor  at  pleasure ;  and,  by  that  means,  to  throw 

my  own  mind,  of  applying  it  to  their  service:  the  whole  system  of  the  company's  aocouati 

you  shall  have  it ;  but  you  shall  have  it  as  I  into  confusion. 

please,  and  when  I  please ;  and  this  bribe  be-  1  have  shown  the  impossibility  of  the  coo- 
comes  sanctified  the  moment  I  think  fit  to  ap-  pany's  having  intended  to  authorize  such  a 
ply  it  to  your  service.  Now,  can  it  be  sap-  revenue,  much  less  such  a  constitution  of  it  u 
posed,  that  the  India  company  or  that  the  act  Mr.  Hastings  has  drawn  from  the  very  pro- 
of parliament  meant,  by  declaring,  that  the  hibitionsof  bribery,  and  such  an  exchequer  as 
property  taken  by  a  corrupt  servant,  contrary  he  has  formed  upon  the  principles  I  have  stated, 
to  the  true  intent  of  his  covenant,  was  theirs.  You  will  not  dishonour  the  legislature,  or  the 
to  give  a  license  to  lake  such  property;  and  company,  be  it  what  it  may,  by  thinking,  tint 
that  one  mode  of  obtaining  a  revenue  was  by  either  of  them  could  give  any  sanction  to  it. 
the  breach  of  the  very  covenants,  which  were  Indeed  you  will  not  think,  that  such  a  defies 
meant  to  prevent  extortion,  peculation,  and  could  ever  entef  into  the  head  of  any  ratk>oal 
corruption  ?  What  sort  of  body  is  the  India  man.  You  are  then  to  judge,  whether  it  is  not 
company,  which,  coming  to  the  verge  of  bank-  a  device  to  cover  guih,  to  prevent  detection 
ruptcy  by  the  robbery  of  half  the  world,  is,  af-  by  destroying  the  means  of  it ;  and  at  thesaaie 
terwards,  to  subsist  upon  the  alms  of  pecula-  time,  your  lordships  will  judge,  whether  the 
tion  and  bribery,  to  have  its  strength  recruit-  evidence  we  bring  you  to  prove  that  revenue 
ed  by  the  violation  of  the  covenants  imposed  is  a  mere  pretext,  be  not  stronger  than  the 
upon  its  own  servants?  It  is  an  odd  sort  of  strange  absurd  reascms,  which  he  has  produced 
body  to  be  so  fed  and  so  supported.  This  for  forming  this  new  plan  of  an  exchecpier  of 
new  constitution  of  revenue,  that  he  has  made,  bribery. 

is  indeed  a  very  singular  contrivance.    It  is  a        My  lords,  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  you  t 

revenue  to  be  collected  by  any  officer  of  the  letter,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  his 

company,  (for  they  are  all  alike  forbidden,  and  opinion  upon  the  operation  of  the  act,  whick 

all  alike   permitted,)  to  be  collected  by  any  he  now  has  found  the  means,  as  he  thiftks,  of 

person,  from  any  person,  at  any  time,  in  any  evading^    My  lords,  I  will  tell  you,  to  save 

proportion,  by  any  means,  and  in  any  way  he  you  a  good  deal  of  reading,  that  there  was 

pleases ;  and  to  be  accounted  for,  or  not  to  be  certain  prize  money  given  by  Shuja  ul  Dowlah 

accounted  for,  at  the  pleasure  of  tlie  collector  ;  to  a  body  of  the  company's  troops,  serring  io 

and,  if  applied  to  their  use,  to  be  applied  at  the  field;  that  this  prize  money  was  to  be  dis* 
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111  among  tfaem ;  bat  upbn  application  in  the  field,  by  a  prince  then  independent  of 

*——'''  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  his  opinion  the  company.    If  ever  there  was  a  circum- 

in  the  distribution,  Mr.  Hastings,  stance,  in  which  any  refinement,  any  favou> 

ed  inclined  to  give  way  to  it,  but,  abte  construction  of  the  act,  could  be  used,  it 

,  upon  reading  and  considering  the  was  in  favour  of  a  body  of  men,  serving  in  the 

t^  parliament,  before    he   allowed    the  field,  fighting  for  then:  country,  spMling  their 

tf  to  receive  this  public  donation,  he  blood  for  it,  suffering  all  the  inconveniencies 

*~       *bes  his  opinion  of  the  operation  of  of  that  climate.    It  was  undoubtedly  v<dunta- 

rily  offered  to  them  by  the  party,  in  the  height 

of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  of  victory,  and  enriched  by  the  plunder  of 

lilChampion,  31st  August  1774. — <*  Up-  whole  provinces.      I  believe  your  lordships 

HdEwence  to  the  new  act  of  parliament,  I  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  any  relaxation,  any 

kMidi   disappointed,  and  sorry  to  find,  evasion  of  an  act  of  parliament,  could  bie 

Mr  intentions  were  entirely  defeated  by  a  allowed,   if  the   intention  of  the  legislature 

til  in  the  act  (to  be  in  force  after  the  1st  could  for  a  moment  be  trifled  with,  or  suppos- 

Ignet  1774)  which  divests  us  of  the  power  ed  for  a  moment  doubtful,  it  was  in  this  in- 

iJMl,  and  expressly  prohibits  the  army  to  stance ;  and  yet,  upon  the  rigour  of  the  act, 

■a,  the  nabob's  intended  donation.  Agree-  Mr.  Hastings  refuses  that  army  the  price  of 

||#  the  positive  sense  of  this  clause,  not-  their  blood,  money  won  solely,  almost,  by  their 

Standing  it  is  expressed  individually,  there  arms,  for  a  prince,  who  had  acquired  millions 

il  a  doubt  but  the  army  is  included  with  by  their  bravery,  fidelity,  and  sufferings.    This 

har  persons  in  the  prdiibition  from  re-  was  the  case,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  refused 

presents  or  donations ;  a  confirmation  a  public  donation  to  the  army,  and  from  that 

is,  that  in  the  clause  of  exceptions,  day  to  this  they  have  never  received  it. 

<  counsellours  at  law,  physicians,  sur-  If  the  receipt  of  this  public  donation  could 

■ll  and  chaplains,  are   permitted  to  re-  be  thus  forbidden,  whence  has  Mr.  Hastings 

tflhe  fees  annexed  to  their  profession,' no  since  learned,  that  he   may  privately  take 

■oa  whatever  is  made  of  any  latitude  money,  and  take  it  not  only  from  princes,  and 

R  to  the   army,  or  any   circumstances  persons  in  power,  and  abounding  in  wealth, 

tdb  it  would  be  allowable  for  them  to  but,  as  we  shall  prove,  from  persons  in  a  com- 

Im   presents This   unlucky   dis-  parative  degree  of  penury  and  distress?     That 

ij^,  of  an  exclusion  by  act  of  parliament,  he  could  take  it  from  persons  in  office  and  trust 

dl  admits  of  no  abatement   or  evasion  whose  power  gave  them  the  means  of  mining 

tWer  its  authority  extends,  renders  a  re-  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them- 

I  «f  our  proceedings  necessary,  and  leaves  selves  to  pay  it  ?    Consider  in  what  a  situation 

|iioo  to  our  decision ;  it  is  not  like  the  or-  the  company  must  be,  if  the  governour-general 

■ees  of  the  court  of  directors,  where  a  can  form  such  a  secret  exchequer  of  direct 

arable  construction  may  be  put,  and  some  bribes,  given  eo  nomine  as  bribes,  and  accepted 

•  is  left  for  the  interposition  of  the  author-  as  such,  by  the  parties  concerned  in  the  trans- 

Msted  in  ourselves ;  but  positive  and  de-  action,  to  be  discovered  only  by  himself,  and 

■0i  admitting  neither  of  refinement  nor  with  only  the  inward  reservation,  that  I  have 

bentruction.      I  should  be  happy,  if,  in  spoken  of. 

iortance,  a  method  could  be  devised  of  In  the  first  place,  if  Mr.  Hastings  should 

hg  the  act  aside,  which  I  should  most  die,  without  having  made  a  discovery  of  all 

faigly  embrace :   but,  in  my  opinion,  an  his  bribes,  or  if  any  other  servant  of  the  com- 

nrition  would  be  to  incur  the  penalty.''  pany  should  imitate  his  example,  without  his 

W  knrdships  see,  Mr.  Hastings  consider-  heroic  good  intentions,  in  doing  such  villanous 

Ins  act  to  be  a  most  unlucky  discovery :  acts ;  how  is  the  company  to  recover  the  bribe 

led,  as  long  as  it  remained  in  force,  it  money  ?     The  receivers  need  not  divulge  it, 

U  have  l^en  unlucky  for  him,  because  till  they  think  fit,  and  the  moment  an  informer 

oaU  have  destroyed  one  of  the  principal  comes,  that  informer  is  ruined.    He  comes,  for 

cea  of  his  illegal  profits.     Why  does  he  instance,  to  the  govemoup-general  and  council, 

ider  it  unlucky?    Because  it  admits  of  and  charges,  say  not  Mr.  Hastings,  but  the 

"eservation,  no  exception,  no  refinement  head  of  the  board  of  revenue,  with  receiving 

lever,    but   is  clear,   positive,  decisive,  a  bribe.    Receive  a  bribe!  so  I  did;  but  it 

r,  in   what  case  was  it,  that  Mr.  Has-  was  with  an  intention  of  applying  it  to  the 

I  made  this  determination?   In  the  case  of  company's  service.      There  I  nick  the  in- 

mtioo,  publicly  offered  to  an  army  serving  former :  I  am  beforehand  with  him :  the  bribe 
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ii  sanctified  by  my  inward  Jesuitical  iatentioo.  Mr.  HasI  inga  had  aqueexed  oat  of  a  misenlili 

I  will  make  a  merit  of  it  with  the  company,  country  a  bribe  of  je.40/X)0,  of  which  he  «m 

I  have  received  £40,000  as  a  bribe ;  there  it  enabled  to  bring  to  the  accoontof  the  coopMij 

is  for  you  ;  I  am  acquitted  ;  I  am  a  meritorious  only  £  JM),O0O,  and  of  which  we  should  not  em 

servant ;  let  the  informer  go,  and  seek  his  re-  have  known  the  existence,  if  the  inquiriei, 

medy  as  he  can.    Now  if  an  informer  is  ooce  pursued  with  great  diligence  by  the  Home  of 

instructed,  that  a  person,  who  receives  bribes,  Commons,  had  not  extorted  the  diacoveiy^tid 

can  turn  them  into  merit,  and  take  away  his  even  now  that  we  know  the  fact,  we  can  oenr 

action  from  him,  do  you  think,  that  you  ever  get  at  the  money ;  the  company  can  never  t» 

will,  or  can,  discover  any  one  bribe?     But  ceive  it;  and  before  the  House  had  sqoeeied 

what  is  still  worse,  by  this  method  disclose  out  of  him,  that  some  such  money  had  beeor»> 

but  one  bribe,  and  you  secure  all  the  rest,  that  ceived,  he  never  once  told  the  court  of  dine* 

you  possibly  can  receive  upon  any  occasion,  tors,  that  his  black  bribe  agent,  whom  be  n* 

For  instance,  strong  report  prevails,  that  a  commended  to  their  service,  had  cheated  bodi 

bribe  of  £.40,000  has  been  given,  and  the  re-  them  and  him  of  £.20,000  out  of  the  fund  of 

ceiver  expects  that  information  will  be  laid  the  bribe  revenue.    If  it  be  adied,  where  ii 

against  him.    He  acknowledges  that  he  has  the  record  of  this?     Record  there  is  nose, 

received  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  but  says,  that  it  In  what  office  is  it  entered?     It  is  entered  ii 

was  for  the  service  of  the  company,  and  that  no  office ;  it  is  mentioned  as  privately  receind 

it  is  carried  to  their  account.    And  thus  by  for  the  company's  benefit ;  and  you  diall  do* 

stating,  that  he  has  taken  some  money  which  further  see  what  a  charming  office  vX  receipt 

he   hu  accounted  for,  but  concealing  firom  and  account  this  new  exchequer  of  Mr.  Hv 

whom  that  money  came,  which  is  exactly  Mr.  tinge's  is. 

Hastings's  case,  if  at  last  an  information  should  For,  there  is  another  and  a  more  serion 
be  laid  before  the  company  of  a  specific  bribe  circumstance,  attending  this  business.  Eveij 
having  been  received  of  £.40,000,  it  is  said  one  knows,  that  by  the  law  of  this,  and,  I  be* 
by  the  receiver.  Lord!  this  is  the  £.40,000  I  lieve,  of  every  country,  any  mcmey,  wliid) ii 
told  you  of ;  it  18  broken  into  fragments,  paid  taken  illegally  from  any  person,  as  every  bribi 
by  instalments  ;  and  you  have  taken  it  and  put  or  sum  of  money  extorted  or  paid  without  cod- 
it  into  your  own  coffers.  sideration  is,  belongs  to  the  person  who  paid 
Again,  suppose  him  to  take  it  through  the  it,  and  he  may  bring  his  action  for  it,  and  re- 
hand  of  an  agent,  such  as  Qunga  Crovin  Sing ;  cover  it.  Then,  see  how  the  company  stands: 
and  that  his  agent,  who,  as  we  have  lately  dis-  the  company  receives  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  bj 
covered,  out  c^  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  which  Mr.  Mr.  Hastings  ;  it  is  carried  to  its  account ;  it 
Hastings  was  to  have  received,  kept  back  half  turns  bribery  into  a  revenue  ;  it  sanctifies  it. 
of  it,  fails  into  their  debt  like  him ;  I  desire  to  In  the  mean  time,  the  man,  from  whom  this 
know,  what  the  company  can  do  in  such  a  money  is  illegally  taken,  sues  Mr.  Hastings, 
case?  Gunga  Govin  Sing  has  entered  into  no  Must  not  he  recover  of  Mr.  Hastings?  ThoBi 
covenants  with  the  company.  There  is  no  if  so,  must  not  Mr.  Hastings  recover  it  again 
trace  of  his  having  this  money,  except  what  from  the  company  ?  The  company  undoubtedly 
Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  tell.  If  he  is  called  is  answerable  for  it.  And  here  is  a  revenoe, 
upon  to  refund  it  to  the  company,  he  may  say  which  every  man,  who  has  paid  it,  may  drag 
he  never  received  it ;  that  he  was  never  order-  out  of  the  treasury  again.  Mr.  Hastings's 
edtoextort  this  money  from  the  people;  or  if  he  donations  of  his  bribes  to  the  treasury  are 
was  under  any  covenant  not  to  take  money,  he  liable  to  be  torn  fixMn  it  at  pleasure  by  every 
may  set  up  this  defence,  I  am  forbidden  to  re-  man  who  gives  the  money.  First  it  may  be 
ceive  money ;  and  I  will  not  make  a  declara-  torn  from  him  who  receives  it,  and  then  he 
tion,  which  will  subject  me  to  penalties ;  or  he  may  recover  it  from  the  treasury,  to  whidi  he 
may  say  in  India  before  the  supreme  court,  I  has  given  it. 

have  paid  the  bribe  all  to  Mr.  Hastings:  and.  But  admitting,  that  the  taking  of  bribes  can 

then,  there  must  be  a  bill  and  suit  there,  a  bill  be  sanctified  by  their  becoming  the  property  of 

and  suit  here,  and  by  that  means,  having  one  the  company,  it  may  still  be  asked,  for  v^iat 

party  on  one  side  the  water,  and  the  other  party  end  and  purpose  has  the  company  covenanted 

on  the  other,  the  company  may  never  come  to  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  money,  taken  extor- 

a  discovery  of  it.      And  that  in  fact  this  is  sively,  shall  belong  to  the  company  ?  Is  it,  that 

the  way  in  which  one  of  his  great  bribe  agents  satisfaction  and  reparation  may  be  awarded 

has  acted,  I  shall  prove  to  your  lordships  by  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  said 

•vidence*  company,  for  their  own  benefit  ?   No,  it  is  ft* 
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fit  of  the  injured  persons ;  and  it  is  to  own  private  cash,  and  that  he  had  deposited 

d  to  the  company's  account,  "  but  in  with  the  treasurer  two  ladu  of  rupees.    This 

/ertheless,  anid  to  the  intent,  that  the  was  in  June  1780,  and  Mr.  Francis  soon  after 

pany  may  and  do  render  and  pay  over  returned  to  Europe.    I  need  not  inform  your 

sys  received  or  recovered  by  them  to  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  before  this 

Bs  injured  or  defrauded,  which  the  said  time,  been  charged  with  bribery  and  pecula- 

accordingly  hereby  agree  and  cove-  tion  by  Greneral  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson, 

do."    Now  here  is  a  revenue  to  be  and  Mr.  Francis.    He  suspected,  that  Mr. 

by  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  company's  Francis,  then  going  to  Europe,  would  confirm 

lied,  at  his  discretion,  to  that  use,  and  this  charge  by  the  suspicious  nature  and  cir- 

e  company  has  previously  covenanted  cumstances  of  this  generous  offer  ;  and  this 

3  to  the  persons,  that  are  injured  and  suspicion  was  increased  by  the  connexion, 

i.    This  is  revenue,  which  is  to  be  which  he  supposed,  and  which  we  can  prove 

y  by  the  action  of  any  person ;  a  re-  he  thought,  Mr.  Francis  had  with  Cheit  Sing, 

hich  they  must  return  back  to  the  per-  Apprehending  therefore,  that  he  might  discover 

plaining,  as  they  in  justice  ought  to  and  bring  the  bribe  to  light  some  way  or  other} 

0  nation  ever  avowed  making  a  reve-  he  resolved  to  anticipate  any  such  discoveiy 
>f  bribery  and  peculaticxi.  They  are,  by  declaring,  upon  the  S9th  of  November,  that 
restore  it  back  again.  But  how  can  this  money  was  not  his  own.  I  will  mentk»i 
tore  it  ?  Mr.  Hastings  has  applied  to  your  Icwdships  hereafter  the  circumstances 
UB  given  it  in  presents  to  princes,  laid  of  this  uMNiey.  He  says,  '*  My  present  rea- 
buidgerows,  in  pen,  ink,  and  wax  ;  in  son  for  adverting  to  my  ccmduct,"  that  is,  his 
to  secretaries ;  he  has  laid  it  out  just  in  offer  of  two  lades  of  rupees  out  of  his  own 

he  pleased  ;  and  the  India  company,  private  cash  for  the  company's  service,  upon 

9  covenanted  to  restore  all  this  money  the  26th  (^  June,  1780, "  on  the  occasion  I  have 

ersons  from  whom  it  came,  are  de-  menti(med,  is  to  obviate  the  false  ooodusioDS 

f  all  means  of  performing  so  just  a  or  proposed  misrepresentations,  which  may  be 

i'herefore,  I  dismiss  the  idea,  that  any  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation, 

cting  could  have  had  a  good  intention  or  as  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assur- 

lind :  the  supposition  is  too  weak,  ing  you,  that  the  money,  by  whatever  means 

I,  and  absurd.   It  was  only  in  a  despe-  it  came  into  your  possessi(Mi,  was  not  tbj  own ; 

le,  that  he  made  a  desperate  attempt ;  that  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or 

ball  prove,  that  he  never  made  a  dis-  could  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion, 

vithout  thinking  tliat  a  discovery  had  ^ich  prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  ao- 

riouslymade,orwaslikelytobemade,  cidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant 

with  an  exposure  of  all  the  circum-  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  converting  it  to 

if  his  wicked  and  abominable  conceal-  the  (nroperty  and  use  oitke  company :  and  with 

this  brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject'* 

rill  see  the  history  of  this  new  scheme  My  k>r<b,  yoa  see  what  an  account  Mr. 

y,  by  which  Mr.  Hastings  contrived,  Hastings  has  given  of  some  obscure  transao- 

ing  some  bribes,  to  cover  others,  at-  tion,  by  which  he  contradicts  the  record ;  finr, 

to  outface  his  delinquency,  and,  if  on  the  26th  of  June,  he  generoudy,  nobly,  fiill 

to  reconcile  a  weak  breach  of  the  laws  of  enthusiasm  iw  their  service,  offers  to  the 

lort  of  spirited  observance  of  them,  company  money  of  his  own.    On  the  89th  of 

eeome  infamous  fw  the  good  of  his  November,  he  tells  the  court  of  directors,  that 

the  money  he  oBenA  on  the  former  day  was 

rat  appearance  of  this  practice  oi  bri-  not  his  own ;  ttaX  his  assertion  vras  totally 

1  in  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  false,  that  the  money  was  not  his ;  that  he  haid 
rhe  cause,  which  led  to  the  discovery,  no  right  to  receive  it ;  and  that  he  would  not 
spute  between  him  and  Mr.  Francis  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion,  whidi 
oard,  in  c<msequence  of  a  very  hand-  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  acci- 
9t  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  board  dental  means,  which  at  that  instant  oflbrad. 
to  a  measure  pr(^>os»d  by  him,  to  Such  is  the  account  sent  by  their  govemour 
>  found  one  objecticxi  to  be  the  money  in  India,  acting  as  an  accountant  to  the  oora- 
ould  cost.  He  made  the  most  gene-  pany-— a  company  with  whom  every  thii^  is 
handsome  offer,  as  it  stands  upon  re-  matter  of  account.  He  tells  them,  indeed,  that 
t  perhaps  ai^  man  ever  made,  mmely,  the  sum  he  had  offered  was  not  his  own ;  that  Im 
woaU  defiray  the  expense  out  of  his  had  no  right  to  it;  and  that  he  would  not' 
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Uken  it,  if  he  had  not  been  greatly  tempted  by  mode,  which  he  has,  of  aoooonting  with  t&e 
the  occasioo ;  but  he  never  tells  them  by  what  company,  and  informing  them  of  his  bribe, 
means  he  came  at  it,  the  person,  from  whom  He  begins  his  account  o(  this  transaction  bf 
he  received  it,  the  occasion,  upon  which  he  saying,  that  it  has  something  of  affini^  to  the 
received  it,  (whether  justifiable  or  not,)  or  any  last  anecdote',  meaning  the  account,  of  the 
one  circomstance  under  heaven  relative  to  it.  first  bribe.  An  anecdote  is  made  a  head  of 
This  is  a  very  extraordinary  account  to  give  to  an  account,  and  this,  I  believe,  is  what  oone 
the  public  of  a  sum,  which  we  find  to  be  some-  of  your  lordships  ever  have  heard  of  before, 
where  above  twenty  thousand  pounds,  taken  by  and  I  believe  it  is  yet  ta  be  learned  in  thii 
Mr.  Hastings  in  some  way  or  other.  He  set  ccnnmercial  nation,  a  nation  of  accurate  oon- 
the  company  blindly  groping  in  the  daik  by  the  n>ercial  account.  The  account  he  gives  of 
very  pretended  li^t,  the  ignis  fatuus,  which  the  first  is  an  anecdote ;  and  what  is  his  ac- 
he held  out  to  them :  for  at  that  time,  all  was  count  of  the  second  ?  A  relation  of  an  aoeo* 
in  the  dark,  and  in  a  cloud ;  and  this  is  what  dote :  not  a  near  relation,  but  something  of 
Mr.  Hastings  calls  it^fomuUion  communicated  affini^ ;  a  remote  relation  cousin  three  or  four 
to  the  company  on  the  subject  of  these  bribes,  times  removed,  of  the  haU*  blood,  or  some- 

You  have  heard  of  obscurity  illustrated  by  thing  of  that  kind,  to  this  anecdote ;  and  be 
a  further  obscurity :  <^)»curum  per  obKwrius,  never  tells  them  any  circumstance  of  it  wbat- 
He    continues  to  tell  them,  **  Something  of  ever  of  any  kind,  but  that  it  has  some  affini^ 
affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear  in  the  first  to  the  former  anecdote.    But,  my  lords,  the 
aspect  of  another  transaction,  which  I  shall  thing,  which  comes  to  some  degree  of  dear- 
proceed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  im-  ness,  is  this,  that  he  did  give  money  to  the 
mediately  my  duty  to  inform  you."    He  then  rajah  oi  Berar,  and  your  lordships  will  be  so 
tells  them,  that  he  had  contrived  to  give  a  sum  good  as  to  advert  carefully  to  the  |Nroportions, 
of  money  to  the  rajali  of  Berar,  and  the  account  in  which  he  gave  it.     He  did  give  him  two 
he  gives  of  that  proceeding  is  this :  *^  We  had  lacks  of  rupees  of  money  raised  by  his  own 
neither  money  to  spare,  nor,  in  the  apparent  credit,  his  own  money  ;  and  the  third  he  ad- 
state  of  that  government  in  its  relation  to  ours,  vanced  out  of  the  company's  Bsoney  in  his 
would  it  have  been  either  prudent  or  consis-  hands.    He  might  have  takva.  the  company's 
teiit  with  our  public  credit  to  have  afforded  it.  money  undoubtedly,  &irly,  openly,  and  heU  it 
It  was,  nevertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  in   his  hands  for  an  hundred  purposes,  and 
some  aid  should  be  given,  not  less  as  a  necra-  therefore  he  does  not  tell  them,  that  even  that 
sary  relief  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  third  was  money  he  had  obtained  by  bribery 
and  a  return  for  the  many  instances  of  sub-  and  corruption.    No;  be  says,  it  is  BM)ney  of 
stantial  kindnesses,  which  we  had,  within  the  the  company's,  whidi  he  had  in  his  hand ;  so 
course  of  the  two  last  yeais,  experienced  from  that  you  must  get  through  a  long  train  ef 
the  government  of  Berar.   I  had  an  assurance,  construction,  before  you  ascertain,  that  this 
that  such  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquies-  sum  was  what  it  turns  out  to  be,  a  bribe,  which 
cence  of  the  board ;  but  I  knew,  that  it  would  he  retained  for  the  company.    Your  kxdsbifie 
not  pass  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have  will  please  U>  observe,  as  I  proceed,  the  oa- 
become  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its  ture  of  this  pretended  generosity  in  Mr.  Ha9> 
purpose.     Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  tings.    He  is  always  generous  in  the  same 
expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sinceri^  of  the  way.    As  he  offered  the  whole  of  his  fint 
government  of  Berar  from  evidences  of  strong^  bribe  as  his  own  money,  and  afterwards  lo- 
proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  appear  to  knovi^dged,  that  no  part  of  it  was  his  own; 
the  other  members  of  the  board,  I  resolved  to  so  he  is  now  generous  again  in  this  latter 
adopt  it,  and  to  take  the  entire  responsibility  transaction,  in  which,  however,  he  shows, 
of  it  upon  myself.    In  this  mode  a  less  C(hi-  that  he  is  neither  generous  nor  just.    He  took 
siderable  sum  would  suffice.    I  accordingly  tlie  first  money  without  right ;  and  he  did  sot 
caused  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  apply  it  to  the  very  service,  for  which  it  was 
the  minister  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  resident  in  pretended  to  be  taken.    He  then  tells  yon  of 
Calcutta.    He  has  transmitted  it  to  Cultac.  another  anecdote,  which,  he  says,  has  an  af- 
Two-thirds  c^  this  sum  I  have  raised  by  my  finity  to  that  anecdote,  and  here  he  is  gene- 
own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my  official  ac-  rous  again.    In  the  first,  be  appears  to  be 
coimts.    The  other  third  I  have  supplied  from  generous  and  just,  because  he  appears  to  give 
the  cash  in  my  hands  belonging  to  the  honour-  his  own  money,  which  he  had  a  right  to  (fit* 
able  company.'*  pose  of;  then  he  tells  you,  he  is  neilhff 

Your  lordships  see  in  this  business'  another  generous  nor  just ;  for  he  had  taken  BKKwy  hi 
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had  no  right  to,  and  did  not  apply  it  to  the  another  very  curious  one.   For  when  yoa  oome 

service,  for  which  he  pretended  to  have  receiv-  to  look  into  the  particulars  of  it,  yoa  will  find, 

ed  it.    And  now  he  is  generous  again,  because  there  are  three  bonds  declared  to  be  the  com- 

he  gives  two  lacks  of  his  own  money,  and  pany's  bonds,  and  which  refer  to  the  former 

just,  because  he  gives  one  lack,  which  belong-  transactions,  namely,  the  money,  for  which  he 

ed  to  the  company ;  but  there  is  not  an  idea  had  taken  the  bonds :  but  when  you  come  to 

suggested  from  whom  he  took  it.  look  at  the  numbers  of  them,  you  will  find,' 

But  to  proceed,  my  lords ;  in  this  letter  he  that  one  of  the  three  bonds,  which  he  had 

tells  you,  he  had  given  two-thirds  his  own  taken  as  his  own, disappears;  and  another  bond 

money  and  one-third  the  company's  money,  of  another  date  and  for  a  much  larger  sum  is 

So  it  stood  upon  the  29th  of  November  1780.  substituted  in  its  place,  (^  which  he  had  never 

On  the  5th  of  January  following  we  see  the  mentioned  any  thing  whatever.    So  that  tak- 

business  take  a  totally  different  turn ;  and  then  ing  his  first  account,  that  two-thirds  is  his  own 

Mr.  Hastings  calls  for  three  company's  bonds,  money  ;  then,  that  it  is  all  his  own  ;  in  the 

upon  two  different  securities,  antedated  to  the  third,  that  it  is  all  the  company's  money ;  by 

first  and  second  of  October,  for  the  three  lacks,  a  fourth  account,  given  in  a  paper  describing 

which  he  before  told  them  was  two-thirds  his  the  three  bonds,  you  will  find,  that  there  is 

own  money,  and  one-third  the  company's.    He  one  lack,  which  he  does  not  account  for,  but 

now  declares  the  whole  of  it  to  be  his  own,  substitutes,  in  its  place,  a  bond  before  ti^en, 

and  he  thus  applies  by  letter  to  the  board,  of  as  his  own.     He  sinks  and  supfMresses  one 

which  he  himself  was  a  majority.    <<  Ho-  bond  ;  he  gives  two  bonds  to  the  o(»npany, 

nourable  sir  and  sirs.  Having  had  occasion  to  and  to  supply  the  want  of  the  third,  which 

disburse  the  sum  of  three  lacks  of  sicca  ru-  he  suppresses,  he  brings  forward  a  bond  for 

pees  on  account  of  secret  services,  which  hav-  another  sum,  of  another  date,  which  he  bad 

ing  been  advanced  from  my  own  private  cash,  never  mentioned  before.    Here  then  you  have 

I  request  that  the  same  may  be  repaid  to  me  four  different  accounts :  if  any  one  of  them  is 

in  the  following  manner :  true,  every  one  of  the  other  three  is  totally 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  false.    Such  a  system  of  cogging,  such  a  sys- 

of  the  second  loan,  bearing  date  from  1st  Octo-  tem  of  fraud,  such  a  system  of  prevarication, 

ber,  for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees.  such  a  system  of  falsehood,  never  was  I  be- 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  lieve  before  exhibited  in  the  world, 
of  the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  1st  October,        In  the  first  place,  why  did  he  take  bonds  at 

for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees.  all  firom  the  company  fw  the  money,  that  was 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  their  own  ?  I  must  be  cautious  how  I  charge 

the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  the  2d  October,  a  legal  crime.    I  wiU  not  diarge  it  to  be  dar^ 

for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees."    Here  are  two  gery,  to  take  a  bond  from  the  company  for 

accounts,  one  of  which  must  be  directly  and  money,  which  was  their  own.    He  was  em- 

flatly  false  ;  for  he  could  not  have  given  two-  ployed  to  make  out  bonds  for  the  company,  to 

thirds  his  own,  and  have  supplied  the  other  raise  money  on  their  credit.    He  pretends  he 

third  from  money  of  the  company's,  and  at  lent  them  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  not  his 

the  same  time,  have  advanced  the  whole  as  to  lend ;  but  he  gives  their  own  mcmey  to  them 

his  own.    He  here  goes  the  full  length  of  the  as  his  own,  and  takes  a  security  for  it.    I  wiU 

fraud ;  he  declares,  that  it  is  all  his  own,  so  not  say,  that  it  is  a  forgery,  but  I  am  sure  it  is 

much  his  own,  that  he  does  not  trust  the  com-  an  offence  as  grievous,  because  it  is  as  mudi  a 

pany  with  it,  and  actually  takes  their  bonds  cheat  as  a  forgery,  widi  this  addition  to  it,  that 

as  a  security  for  it,  bearing  an  interest  to  be  the  person  so  cheating  is  in  a  trust ;  he  violates 

paid  to  him  when  he  thinks  proper.  that  trust,  and,  in  so  doing,  he  defitiuds  and 

Thus  it  remained  fi^m  the  5th  of  January  falsifies  the  whole  system  of  the  company's 

1781,  till  16th  December  1782,  when  this  busi-  accounts. 

ness  takes  another  turn ;  and  in  a  letter  of  his        I  have  only  to  show,  what  his  own  ezphma- 

to  the  company  these  bonds  become  all  their  tion  of  all  these  actions  was ;  because,  it  su- 

own.    All  the  money  advanced  is  now,  all  of  persedes  all  observati<»  of  mine.    Hear  what 

it,  the  company's  money.   First,  he  says,  two-  prevaricating  guilt  says  for  the  felsehood,  and 

thirds  were  his  own :  next,  that  the  whole  is  delusion,  which  had  been  used  to  cover  it ;  and 

his  own  :  and  the  third  account  is,  that  the  see,  how  he  plunges  deeper  and  deeper  upon 

whole  is  the  company's,  and  he  will  account  to  every  occasicxi.    This  explanaticm  arose  out 

them  for  it.  of  another  memorable  bribe,  which  I  souBtl 

Now,  he  has  accompanied  this  account  wit)  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  kirdships. 
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About  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  former  for  a  very  few  years,  he  should  be  enabled  D 
bribes,  good  fortune,  as  good  things  seldom  lay  by  an  ample  provision  for  his  retreat. 
come  singly,  is  kind  to  him  ;  and  when  he  About  nine  years  after  that  time,  namely,  in 
went  up,  and  bad  nearly  ruined  the  company's  the  month  of  January  1782,  he  finds  himself 
affairs  in  Oude  and  Benares,  he  received  a  rather  pinched  with  want,  but,  however,  not 
present  of  £.100,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  in  so  bad  a  way,  but  that  the  holding  of  liis 
He  received  bills  for  it  in  September  1781:  office  had  enabled  him  to  hiy  up  a  provisioo, 
and  he  gives  the  company  an  account  of  it  in  with  which  he  could  be  contented  in  a  more 
January  1782.  Remark  in  what  manner  the  humble  station.  He  wishes  to  have  affluence ; 
account  of  this  money  was  given,  and  the  pur-  he  wishes  to  have  dignity  ;  he  wishes  to  haft 
poses,  for  which  he  intends  to  apply  it.  He  consequence  and  rank,  but  he  allows,  that  he 
says,  in  this  letter,  "  I  received  the  offer  of  has  competence.  Your  lordships  will  see  aP 
a  considerable  sum  of  money,  both  on  the  terwards  how  miserably  his  hopes  were  disap- 
nabob's  part,  and  that  of  his  ministers,  as  a  pointed;  lor  the  court  of  directors,  receiring 
present  to  myself,  not  to  the  company  :  I  ao*  this  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  did  declare, 
cepted  it  without  hesitation,  and  gladly,  being  that  they  coukl  not  give  it  to  him,  because  the 
entirely  destitute  both  of  means  and  credit,  act  had  ordered,  **  that  no  fees  oif  office,  pe^ 
whether  ibr  your  service  or  the  relief  of  my  quisites,  emoluments,  or  advantages  whatso- 
own  necessities.**  My  lords,  upon  this  you  ever,  should  be  accepted,  received,  or  takea 
shall  hear  a  comment,  made  by  some  abler  by  such  govemour-gcneral  and  council,  or  aaj 
persons  than  me.  This  donation  was  not  of  them,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  or 
made  in  species,  but  in  biOs  upon  the  house  <^  pretence  whatsoever :"  and  as  the  same  act 
Gropaul  Doss,  who  was  then  a  prisoner  in  the  further  directs,  **  that  no  govemour^general, 
hands  of  Cheit  Sing.  After  mentioning,  that  or  any  of  the  council,  shall  directly  take,  ac- 
he took  this  present  for  the  company,  and  for  cept,  or  receive,  of  or  from  any  person  or  per- 
tbeir  exigencies,  and  partly  for  his  own  necea-  sons,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  what- 
sities,  and  in  consequence  of  the  distress  of  soever,  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity, 
both,  he  desires  the  company,  in  the  moment  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  or  aoy 
of  this  their  greatest  distress,  to  award  it  to     promwe  or  engagement  for  any  present,  gift, 

him,  and  thorefbre  he  ends,  "  If  you  should  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward ;"  we  cannot, 

adjudge  the  deposit  to  me,  I  shall  consider  it  were  we  so  inclined,  decree  the  amount  of  this 

as  the  most  honourable  approbation  and  re-  present  to  the  govemour-general.    And  it  is 

ward  of  my  labours ;  and  I  wish  to  owe  my  further  enacted,  "  that  any  such  present,  gift, 

fortune  to  your  bounty.    I  am  now  in  the  gratuity,  donation,  or  reward,  accepted,  taken 

fiftieth  year  of  my  life :  I  have  passed  thirty-  or  received,  shall  be  deemed  and  constroed  to 

one  years  in  the  service  of  the  company,  and  have  been  received  to  and  for  the  sole  use  of 

the  greatest  part  of  that  time  in  employments  the  company.''    And  tberelbre  they  resolved, 

of  the  hi^iest  trust.    My  conscience  allows  most  unjustly  and  most  wickedly,  to  keep  it  to 

me  boldly  to  claim  the  merit  of  zeal  and  inte-  themselves.     The  act  made  it  in  the  first  io- 

grity  ;  nor  has  fortune  been  unpropitious  to  stance  the  property  of  the  company,  and  they 

tlieir  exertions.    To  these  qualities  I  bound  would  not  give  it  him.    And  one  sbouM  think 

niy  pretensions.     I  shall  not  repine,  if  you  this,  with  his  own  former  construction  of  the 

shall  deem  otherwise  of  my  services  ;  nor  act,  would  have  nuide  him  cautious  of  taking 

ought  yov  decision,  however  it  may  disa{>>  bribes.    Tou  have  seen  what  weight  it  had 

pomt  my  hope  of  a  retreat,  adequate  to  the  with  him  to  stop  the  course  of  bribes,  which 

conteqiience  and  elevation  of  the  office,  ^rbidtk  he  was  in  sodi  a  career  of  taking  in  erery 

I  now  possen,  to  lessen  my  gratitude  for  hav-  place,  and  with  both  hands, 
ing  been  so  king  permitted  to  hoU  it,  since  it        Your  lordshipe  have  now  before  you  this 

has  at  least  enabled  me  to  lay  up  a  provision}  huoidred  thousand  pounds,  disclosed  in  a  letter 

with  which  I  can  be  contented  in  a  more  hum-  ^rom  Patna,  dated  the  20lh  January  i78S. 

ble  station."  You  find  mystery  and  concealment  in  erery 

And  here  your  lordships  will  be  pleased  in-  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  discoverios ;  for,  v^icb 

ddentally  to  remark  the  circumstance  of  his  is  a  curious  part  of  it,  this  letter   was  not 

eondition  of  life,  and  his  fortune,  to  which  he  sent  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  packet, 

appeals,  and  upon  account  of  wfaidi  he  desires  regularly,  but  transmitted  by  Major  Fair&x» 

this  money.    Your  kNrdsfaips  wiU  remember,  one  of  his  agenu,  to  Major  Scott,  anolherol 

thiiin  177S,  be  sak)  (and  this  I  stated  to  you  his  agents,  to  be  delivered  to  the  eonptBT* 

from  himself)  thai  if  ba  beki  Ua  then  office  Why  «•>  this  done?    Tflw  ktMoft  w 
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jtklgei  from  that  circuitous  mode  of  transmis-  he  had  received,  and  this  promise,  he  says,  jbe 

sion,  whether  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to  now  performs,  and  that  he  takes  that  oppor- 

leave  some  discretion  in  his  agent  to  divulge  unity  of  accounting  with  them  likewise  for  se- 

it  or  not.    We  are  told,  he  did  not,  but  your  verai  other  sums,  which  he  had  received.  Hit 

lordships  will  believe  that  or  not,  according  words  are :  <'  This  promise  I  now  perform, 

to  the  nature  of  the  fact.    If  he  had  been  and  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 

anxious  to  make  this  discovery  to  the  direo  it,  I  have  added  such  other  sums  as  have  been 

tors,  the  regular  way  would  have  been  to  send  occasionally  converted  to  the  company's  pro- 

his  letter  to  the  directors  immediately  in  the  perty  through  my  means,  in  consequence  of 

packet ;  but  he  sent  it  in  a  box  to  an  agent ;  the  like  original  destination.    Of  the  second 

and  that  agent,  upon  due  discretion,  conveyed  of  these  sums  you  have  already  been  advised, 

it  to  the  court  of  directors.    Here,  however,  in  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address 

he  tells  you  nothing  about  the  persons,  from  the  honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  29th 

whom  he  received  this  money,  any  more  than  November  1780.    Both  this  and  the  third  ar- 

he  had  done  respecting  the  two  former  sums,  tide  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury, 

On  the  second  of  May  following  the  date  by  my  order  to  the  sub- treasurer  to  receive 
of  this  Patna  letter  he  came  down  to  Cal-  them  on  the  company's  account,  but  never 
cutta,  with  a  mind,  as  he  himself  describes  it,-  passed  through  my  hands.  The  three  sums,  for 
greatly  agitated.  AH  his  hope  of  plundering  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  man- 
Benares  had  totally  failed.  The  produce  of  ner  paid  to  the  company's  treasury,  without 
the  robbing  of  the  begums,  in  the  manner  passing  through  my  hands,  but  their  apfXif 
your  lordships  have  heard,  was  all  dissipated  cation,  was  not  specified.  The  sum  of  50,000 
to  pay  the  arrears  of  the  armies  :  there  was  current  rupees  was  received  while  I  was  on 
no  fund  left.  He  felt  himself  agitated  and  full  my  journey  to  Benares,  and  applied  as  ex- 
of  dread,  knowing,  that  he  had  been  threatened  pressed  in  the  account, 
with  having  his  place  taken  from  him  several  *'  As  to  the  manner,  in  which  these  sums 
times ;  and  that  he  might  be  called  home  to  have  been  expended,  the  reference,  which  I 
render  an  account.  He  had  heard,  that  in-  have  made  of  it  in  the  accompanying  account, 
quiries  had  begun  in  a  menacing  form  in  par-  to  the  several  accounts,  in  which  they  are 
liament ;  and  though,  at  that  time,  Bengal  credited,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it 
was  not  struck  at,  there  was  a  charge  of  bri-  unnecessary ;  beadeSy  that  those  accounts  either 
bery  and  peculation  brought  against  the  go-  have  or  will  have  received  a  much  stronger 
vemour  of  Madras.  With  this  dread,  with  authentication  than  any,  that  I  could  give  to 
a  mind  full  of  anxie^  and   perturbation,  he  mine." 

writes  a  letter,  as  he  pretends,  on  the  22d  of        I  wish  your  lordships  to  attend  to  the  next 

May  1782.    Tour  lordships  will  remark,  that  paragraph,  which  is  meant  by  him  U)  explain, 

when  he  came  down  to  Calcutta  from  his  ex-  why  he  took  bribes  at  all ;  why  he  took  bonds 

pedition  up  the  country,  he  did  not,  till  the  for  some  of  them,  as  moneys  of  his  own,  and 

22d   of  May,  givo  any  account  whatever  of  not  moneys  of  the  company  ;  why  he  entered 

these  transactions ;  and  that  this  letter,  or  pre-  some  upon  the  company's  accounts,  and  why 

tended  letter,  of  the  22d  of  May  was  not  sent  of  the  others  he  renders  no  account  at  all. 

till  the  16th  of  December  following.  We  shall  Light ,  however,  will  beam  upcMi  you,  as  we 

clearly  prove,  that  he   had  abundant  means  proceed.    *<  Why  these  sums  were  taken  by 

of  sending  it,  and  by  various  ways,  before  the  me ;  why  they  were,  except  the  second,  quietly 

I6th  of  December  1782,  when  he  enclosed  in  transferred  to  the  company's  me  ;  why  bonds 

another  letter  that  of  the  22d  of  May.    This  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest, 

is  the  letter  of  discovery ;  this  is  the  letter,  might,  were  this  matter  exposed  to  the  view 

by  which  his  breast  was  to  be  laid  open  to  his  of  the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures 

employers,  and  all  the  obscurity  of  his  transac-  to  which  it  woukl  be  of  little  use  to  reply, 

tions  to  be  elucidated.  Here  are  indeed  new  Were  your  honourable  court  to  question  me 

discoveries,  but  they  are  like  many  new  dis-  on  these  points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums 

covered  lands,  exceedingly  inhospitable,  very  were  taken  for  the  company's  benefit,  at  times^ 

thinly  inhabited,  and  producing  nothing  to  when  the  company  very  much  needed  them: 

gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  human  mind.  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  the  honourable  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  for 

the  court  of  directors,  dated  Fort  William,  22d  the  amount,  or  possibly  a^ted  without  any 

May  1782.    He  tells  them  he  had  promised  studied  design,  which  my  memory  could  at 

to  acooont  for  the  ten  lacks  of  rupees,  which  this  distance  of  time  verify :  and  that  I  did  not 


456  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

diink  it  wortli  my  care  to  observe  the  same  manner,  in  which  the  acooont  of  near  tire 
means  with  the  rest.    I  trust,  honourable  sirs,  hundred  thousand  pounds  is  given  to  the  oonrt 
to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of  of  directors.    You  can  learn  nothing  in  thii 
my  actions ;  and  assume  the  freedom  to  add,  biisiness,  that  is  any  way  distinct,  except  a 
that  1  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  on  such  premeditated  design  of  a  conceafanent  of  his 
an  ocamon^  entitled  to  it.'^    Lofty,  my  lords !  transactions.    That  is  avowed. 
You  see,  that  aAer  the  directors  had  expected  But  there  is  a  nx>re  serious  thing  bdiind. 
an  explanation  for  so  long  a  time,  he  says,  Wbo  were  the  instruments  of  his  ooncealmeol? 
Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me,  and,  ex-  No  other,  my  lords,  than  the  company'i  pob- 
cept   the  second,  quietly  transferred  to  the  lie  accountant.    That  very  accountant  takes 
company's  use,  I  cannot  tell ;  why  bonds  were  the  nxxiey,  knowing  it  to  be  the  company's, 
taken  for  the  6rst,  and  not  fi>r  the  rest,  I  can-  and  that  it  was   only  pretended   to  be  ad- 
not  tell ;  if  this  matter  were  exposed  to  view,  vanced  by  Mr.   Hastings  for  the  oompanjr's 
it  would  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures.  Here  use.     He   sees   Mr.    Hastings   make    oat 
is  an  account,  which  is  to  explain  the  most  bonds  to  himself  for  it,  and  Mr.  H»^iwg" 
obscure,  the  most  mysterious,  the  most  evi-  makes  him  enter  him  as   creditiNr,  wfaoi  m 
dently  fraudulent  transactions.    When  asked,  iact  he  was  debtor.    Thus  he  debaudies  the 
how  he  came  to  take   these  bonds,  how  he  company's  accountant,  and  makes  him  his oon* 
came  to  use  these  frauds,  he  tolls  you,  he  federate.     These  fraudulent  and  corrupt  ads, 
really  does  not  know  ;  that  he  might  have  this  covered  by  false  representations,  are  proved  to 
motive  for  it,   that  he  might  have  another  be  false,  not  by  coHation  with  any  thing  else, 
motive  for  it,  that  he  wished  to  conceal  it  from  but  false  by  a  collation  with  themselves.    This 
public  curiosity ;  but,  which  is  the  most  extra-  then  is  the  account  and  his  explanation  of  it ; 
ordinary,  he  is  not  quite  sure,  that  he  had  any  and  in  this  insolent,  saucy,  careless,  negligent 
motive  for  it  at  all,  which  his  memory  can  manner  a  public  accountant,  like  Mr.  Has- 
trace.  The  whole  of  this  is  a  period  of  a  year  tings,  a  man  bred  up  a  book-keeper  in  the 
and  an  half;  and  here  is  a  man,  who  keeps  his  company's  service,  who  ought  to  be  exact, 
account  upon  principles  of  whim  and  vagary.  physiciJly  exact  in  his  account,  has  not  only 
One  would  imagine  he  was  guessing  at  some  been  vicious  in  his  own  account,  but  made 
motive  of  a  stranger.    Why  he  came  to  take  the  public  accoimts  vicious  and  of  no  value, 
bonds  for  money  not  due  to  him ;  and  why  he  But  there  is  in  this  account  another  curious 
enters  some,  and  not  others,  he  knows  nothing  circumstance  with  regard  to  the  deposit  of 
of  these  things  :  he  begs  them  not  to  ask  about  this  sum  of  money,  to  which  he  referred,  in 
it,  because  it  will  be  of  no  use.    You,  foolish  his  first  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  29th  of 
court  of  directors,  may  conjecture  and  coa-  November  1780.    He  states,  that  this  deposit 
jecture  on.    You  are  asking  me,  why  I  took  was  made  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
bonds  to  myself  for  money  of  yours,  why  I  Larkins  on  the  first  of  June.    It  did  so;  but  it 
have  cheated  you,  why  I  have  falsified  my  ao-  is  not  entered  in  the  company's  accounts  till 
count  in  such  a  manner.    I  will  not  tell  you.  November  following.    Now  in  all  that  inter- 
In  the  satisfaction,  which  he  had  promised  mediate  space  where  was  it  ?    What  account 
to  give  them,  he  neither  mentions  the  perscMis,  was  there  of  it  ?    It  was  entirdy  a  secret  be* 
the  times,  the  occasions,  or  motives  for  any  tween  Mr.  Laikins  and  Mr.  Hastings,  without 
of  his  actions.    He  adds,  <<  I  did  not  think  it  a  possibility  of  any  one  discovering  any  parti* 
worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same  means  cular  relative  to  it.    Here  is  an  account  of 
with  the  rest."  For  some  purposes,  he  thought  two  hundred  thousand  poimds  received,  juggled 
it  necessary  to  use  the  most  complicated  and  between  the  accountant  and  him,  with^t  a 
artful  concealments ;  for  some,  he  couM  not  tell  trace  of  it  appearing  in  the  company's  hooka, 
what  his  motives  were,  and,  for  others,  that  it  Some  of  those  committees,  to  whom,  for  their 
was  mere  carelessness.    Here  is  the  exche-  diligence  at  least,  I   must  say   the  public 
quer  of  bribery  !    Have  I  fidsified  any  part  of  have  some  obligaticm,  and  in  return  for  which 
my  original  stating  of  it?   an  exchequer,  in  they  ought  to  meet  with   some  indulgence, 
which  the  man,  who  ought  to  pay,  receives ;  examining  into  all  these  pircumstances,  and 
the  man,  who  ought  to  give  security,  takes  it ;  having  heard,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  deposit- 
the  man,  who  ought  to  keep  an  account,  says,  ed  a  simi  of  money  in  the  YmoAb  of  the  com- 
he  has  forgotten ;  an  exchequer,  in  which  obli-  pany's  sub-treasurer  in  the  month  of  June, 
vioD  was  the  remembrancer:  and  to  sum  up  sent  for  the  coDq>any's  books.    They  looked 
llie  whole,  an  exchequer,  into  the  accounts  of  over  those  books,  but  they  did  not  fhid  the  least 
which,  it  was  useless  to  inquire.    This  is  the  trace  of  any  such  sum  of  money,  and  not  any 
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wscoimt  of  it ;  nor  could  there  be,  because  it  amounts  to  this :  I  hare  taken  many  bribes 
was  not  paid  to  the  company's  account  till  the  — have  falsified  your  accounts — have  reversed 
INovember  following.    The  accountant  had  the  principle  of  them  in  my  own  favour ;  I 
received  the  money,  but  never  entered  it  from  now  discover  to  you  all  these  my  frauds,  and 
June  till  November.    Then  at  last  have  we  think  myself  entitled  to  your  confidence  upon 
an  account  of  it.    But  was  it  even  then  enter-  this  occasion.    Now  all  the  principles  of  diflS- 
ed  regularly  upon  the  company's  accounts.^  dence;  all  the  principles  of  distrust;  nay  more, 
No  such  thing  ;  it  is  a  deposit  carried  to  the  all  the  principles,  upon  which  a  man  may  be 
govemour-general's  credit.     [The  entry  of  the  convicted  of  premeditated  fraud,  and  deserve 
9ei>eral  epeciee,  in  which  this  depotit  was  made^  the  severest  punishment,  are  to  be  found  in 
tmu  hen  readjfrom  the  company* e  general  jour^  this  case,  in  which,  he  says,  he  holds  himself 
md  of  1780  and  1781.]  to  be  entitled  to  their  confidence  and  trust. 
My  lords,  when  this  account  appears  at  If  any  of  your  lordships  had  a  steward,  who  told 
last,  when  this  money  does  emerge  in  the  you  ho  had  lent  you  your  own  money,  and  had 
fniblic  accounts,  whose  is  it  ?  Is  it  the  com-  taken  bonds  from  you  for  it,  and  ifhe  afterwards 
pany'i?    No,  Mr  Hastings's.    And  thus,  if,  told  you,  that  that  money  was  neither  yours 
notwithstanding  this  obscure  account  in  No-  nor  his,  but  extorted  from  your  tenants  by 
Tember,  the  directors  had  claimed  and  called  some  scandalous  means ;  I  should  be  glad  to 
fer  this  affinity  to  an  anecdote ;  if  they  had  know  what  your  lordships  would  think  cS  such 
called  for  this  anecdote,  and  examined  the  a  steward,  who  should  say,  I  will  take  the 
account  ^  if  they  had  said.  We  observe  here  freedom  to  add,  that  I  think  myself,  on  such 
entered  two  ladis  and  upwards ;  come,  Mr.  a  subject,  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to 
Hastings,  let  us  see  where  this  money  is :  your  confidence  and  trust.    Tou  will  observe 
they  wouM  find  that  it  is  Mr.  Hastings's  mo-  his  cavalier  mode  of  expression.    Instead  of 
ney,  not  the  company's :  they  would  find  that  his  exhibiting  the  rigour  and  severity  of  an 
it  is  carried  to  his  credit.    In  this  manner  he  accountant  and  a  book-keeper,  you  would 
hands  over  this  sum,  telling  them,  on  the22d  think  that  he  had  been  a  reader  of  sentimental 
of  May  1782,  that  not  only  the  bonds  were  a  letters :  there  is  such  an  air  of  a  novel  running 
fraud,  but  the  deposit  was  a  fraud  ;  and  that  through  the  whole,  that  it  adds  to  the  ridicule 
neither  bonds,  nor  deposit,  did  in  reality  be-  and  nausea  of  it :  it  is  an  oxymel  of  squills ; 
long  to  him.    Why  did  he  enter  it  at  all  ?  there  is  something  to  strike  you  with  horrour 
then,  afterwards,  why  did  he  not  enter  it  as  for  the  viUany  of  it,  something  to  strike  you 
the  company's  ?    Why  make  a  false  entry,  to  with  contempt  for  the  fraud  of  it ;  and  some- 
enter  it  as  his  own  ?  and  how  came  he,  two  thing  to  strike  you  with  utter  disgust  for  the 
years  af\er,  when  he  does  tell  you  that  it  was  vile  and  bad  taste,  witli  which  all  these  baso 
the  company's  and  not  his  own,  to  alter  the  ingredients  are  assorted. 
public  accounts  ?     But  why  did  he  not  teil  Your  lordships  will  see,  when  the  account, 
them  at  that  time,  when  he  pretends  to  be  which  is  subjoined  to  this  unaccountable  letter, 
opening  his  breast  to  the  directors,  firom  whom  comes  before  you,  that  though  the  company 
he  received  it,  or  say  any  thing  to  give  light  had  desired  to  know  the  channels,  through 
to  the  company  respecting  it  ?  who,  supposing  which  he  got  those  sums,  there  is  not  (except 
they  had  the  power  of  dispensing  with  an  act  by  a  reference  that  appears  in  another  place 
of  parliament,  or  licensing  bribery  at  their  to  one  of  the  articles)  one  single  syllaUe  of  ez- 
pleasure,  might  have  been  thereby  enabled  to  planation  given  from  one  end  to  the  other ; 
say — here,  you  ought  to  have  received  it—  there  is  not  the  least  glimpse  of  light  thrown 
there  it  might  be  oppressive  and  oS  dreadful  upon  these  transactions.    6ut  we  have  since 
example.  discovered  from  whom  he  got  these  bribes ;  and 
I  have  only  to  state,  that  in   this  letter,  your  lordships  will  be  struck  with  horrour  when 
which  was  pretended  to  be  written  on  the  22d  you  hear  it. 

of  May  1782,  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  have  already  remarked  to  you,  that  though 

he  thinks  it  his  absolute  duty  (and  I  wish  to  this  letter  is  dated  upon  the  2Sd  of  May,  it 

press  this  upon  your  lordships,  because  it  will  was  not  despatched  for  Europe  till  December 

be  necessary  in  a  comparison  which  I  shall  following ;  aiid  he  gets  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was 

have  hereafler  to  make,)  to  lay  open  all  their  his  agent  and  instrument  in  falsifymg  the  com- 

affairs  to  them,  to  give  them  a  full  and  candid  pan/s  accounts,  to  swear,  that  this  letter  was 

explanation  of  his  conduct,  which  he  ailer-  written  upon  the  22d  of  May,  and  that  he  had 

wards  confesses  he  is  not  able  to  do.    The  no  importunity  to  send  it,  but  by  the  Lively  in 

paragraph  has  been  just  read  to  you.     It  December.     On  the  16th  of  that  month,  he 
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writes  to  the  directora,  and  tells  them,  that  he  which  they  never  withheld  firom  the  meeiMtf 
is  quite  shocked  to  find  he  had  no  earlier  op-  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  have  disdained 
portunity  of  making  this  discovery,  which  he  to  use  these  attentions.  How  I  have  drain 
thought  himself  bound  to  make,  though  this  on  me  a  different  treatment,  I  know  not;  it  is 
discovery,  respecting  some  articles  of  it,  had  sufficient  that  I  have  not  merited  it.  And  in  the 
now  been  delayed  nearly  two  years,  and  though  course  of  a  service  of  thirty-two  years,  and  ten 
it  since  appears  that  there  were  many  oppor-  of  these  employed  in  maintaining  &e  powers, 
tunities,  and  particularly  by  the  Resolution,  of  and  discharging  the  duties  of  the  first  office  of 
sending  it.  He  was  much  distressed,  and  the  British  government  in  India,  that  honour- 
found  himself  in  an  awkward  situation,  from  able  court  ought  to  know  whether  I  possess  the 
an  apprehension  that  the  parliamentary  in-  integrity  and  honour,  which  are  the  first  r»> 
quiry,  which,  he  knew,  was  at  this  time  in  quisites  of  such  a  station.  If  I  wanted  these, 
progress,  mi^t  have  forced  from  him  this  no-  they  have  afibrded  me  but  too  poweiiiil  incen- 
table  discovery.  He  says,  *<  I  do  not  fear  the  tives  to  suppress  the  information,  which  I  now 
consequences  of  any  parliamentary  process."  convey  to  them  through  you ;  and  to  appro- 
Indeed  he  needed  not  to  fear  any  parliament-  priate  to  my  own  use  the  sums,  which  I  have 
ary  inquiiy,  if  it  produced  no  further  discovery  already  passed  to  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy, 
than  that  which  your  lordships  have  in  the  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add,  dangerous  r^ections, 
letter  of  the  22d  o(  May,  and  in  the  accounts  which  they  have  passed  upon  me,  for  the  first 
subjoined  to  it.  He  says,  that  ^'  the  delay  is  conununication  of  this  kind ;  and  your  own  ex- 
of  no  public  consequence ;  but  it  has  produc-  perience  will  suggest  to  you,  that  there  are 
ed  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  to  myself,  I  persons,  who  would  profit  by  such  a  warning, 
regard  as  unfortunate,  because  it  exposes  mo  "  Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions, 
to  the  meanest  imputation,  firom  the  occasion  w)ririi-4g  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view 
which  the  late  parliamentaiy  inquiries  have  business  Sf^ftq^cial  and  regular  light,  may 
since  furnished.  appear  unprecedentedTiQnot  iooproper,  I  have 
Now,  here  is  a  very  curious  letter,  that  I  but  a  few  short  remarks  tosu^lg^'o  7<>ur  con- 
wish  to  have  read  for  some  other  reasons,  sideration.  ^*\. 
which  will  afterwards  appear,  but  principally  at  "  If  I  appear  in  any  unfiivourable  l!^g^^7 
present  for  the  purpose  of  showing  you,  that  these  transactions,  I  resign  the  conunon  al 
he  held  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  thought  it  to  the  legal  security  of  those,  who  conomit  crimes 
last  degree  dishonourable,  not  to  give  the  com-  errours.  I  am  ready  to  answer  every  particu- 
pany  an  account  of  those  secret  bribes :  he  lar  question,  that  may  be  put  against  myself 
thought  it  would  reflect  upon  him  and  ruin  his  upon  honour,  or  upon  oath, 
character  for  ever,  if  this  account  did  not  come  "  The  sources,  from  which  these  rriiefii  to 
voluntarily  from  him,  but  was  extorted  by  ter-  the  public  service  have  come,  would  nevw 
rour  of  parliamentary  inquiry.  In  this  letter  have  yielded  them  to  the  company  publicty; 
of  the  16th  December  1782,  he  thus  writes : —  and  the  exigencies  of  your  service  (eadgencies 
"  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence ;  but  created  by  the  exposition  of  your  affiurs,  and 
it  has  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  faction  in  your  councils)  required  those  sup- 
to  myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate;  because  it  plies. 

exposes  me  to  the  meanest  imputation,  from  "  I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  bad  a 

the  occasion,  which  the  late  parliamentary  in-  wrong  motive,  from  yours  and  the  public  ^ 

quiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  for  ever ;  and  I  know  that  the  difficulties,  to 

unknown  when  my  letter  was  written,  and  which  a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me  for 

written  in  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than  any 

promise,  made  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  to  possible  inconvenience,  that  cwild  have  attend- 

your  honourable  committee,  dated  20th  January  ed  the  concealment,  except  the  dissatisfaction 

last.    However,  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  of  my  own  mind.    These  difficulties  are  but  a 

such  reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  de-  few  of  those  which  I  have  suflfered  in  your  ser- 

sired  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  privy  to  the  whole  vice.    The  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  my 

transactions,  to  affix  to  the  letter  his  affidavit  surest  reward,  and  was  the  support  of  my  mind 

of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.    I  own  I  in  meeting  them.    Your  applause,  and  that  of 

feel  most  sensibly  the  mortificaticm  of  being  my  country,  are  my  next  wish  in  life.*' 

reduced  to  the  necessity  of  using  such  precau-  Your  lordships  will  observe^  at  the  end  of  this 

tions  to  guard  my  reputation  from  dishonour,  letter,  that  this  man  declares  his  first  applause 

If  I  had,  at  any  time,  possessed  that  degree  of  to  be  from  his  own  breast,  and  that  he  next 

confidence  from  my  inunediate    employers,  wbhes  to  have  the  applause  of  hb  employers. 
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Batreveraing  this,  and  taking  their  applause  but  the  applause  of  no  other  buinan  crealitM 
first,  let  us  see  on  what  does  he  ground  his  hope  will  he  have  for  giving  such  an  account  as  iie 
of  dieir  applause?    Was  it  on  his  former  con-  admits  this  to  be — irregular,  uncertain,  ]m>- 
duct?    No,  for  he  says,  that  conduct  had  re-  blematical,  and  of  which  no  one  can  make 
peatedly  met  with  their  disapprobation.    Was  either  head  or  tail.    He  despises  us  also,  who 
it  upon  the  confidence,  which  he  knew  they  are   representatives  of  the  people,  and  have 
had  in  him  ?     No,  for  he  says,  they  gave  among  us  all  the  regular  officers  of  finance, 
"  more  of  their  confidence  to  the  meanest  of  for  expecting  any  thing  like  a  regular  acoooat 
his  predecessors."     Observe,  my  Iwds,  the  from  hnn.  He  is  hurt  at  it ;  he  considers  it  as 
style  of  insolence  he  constantly  uses  with  re-  a  cruel  treatment  of  him ;  he  says,  Have  I  de- 
gard  to  all  mankind.    Lord  Clive  was  his  pre-  served  this  treatment  ?  Observe,  my  lords,  Jie 
decessor:  Govemour  Cartier  was  his  pre-  had  met  with  no  treatment,  if  treatment  it  nay 
decessor :  Govemour  Verelst  was  his  prede-  be  called,  from  us  of  the  kind,  of  wbidi  he  coo- 
cessor :  every  man  of  them  as  good  as  himself;  plains.    The  court  of  directors  had,  however, 
and  yet,  he  says,  the  directors  had  given  "  more  in  a  way,  shameful,  abject,  low,  and  pasillK!- 
of  their  confidence  to  the  meanest  of  his  prede-  nimous,  begged  of  him,  as  if  they  were  his  de- 
cessors.*'    But  what  was  to  entitle  him  to  their  pendants,  and  not  his  masters,  to  give  them 
applause  ?  a  clear  and  full  explanation  of  the  some  light  into  the  account ;  diey  desire  a  re- 
bribes  he  had  taken.    Bribes  was  to  be  the  ceiver  (^  money  to  tell  fi'om  whom  he  received 
foundaticm  of  their  confidence  in  him,  and  the  it,  and  how  he  applied  it.    He  answers,  They 
clear  explanation  of  them  was  to  entitle  him  to  may  be  hanged  for  a  parcel  of  mean  oontein{>> 
their  applause !  Strange  grounds  to  build  con-  tible  book-keepers,  and  that  he  will  give  them 
fidence  upon — the  rotten  ground  of  corruption,  no  account  at  all :  he  saja — **  If  you  sue 
accompanied  with  the  infamy  of  its  avowal!  me'' — There  is  the  point;  he  always  takes  se- 
Strange  ground  to  expect  applause — a  disco-  curity  in  a  court  of  law.   He  considers  his  be- 
very,  which  was  no  discovery  at  all !    Your  ing  called  upon  by  these  people,  to  whom  he 
lordships  have  heard  this  discovery,  which  I  ought,  as  a  faithful  servant,  to  give  an  account, 
have  not  taken  upon  me  to  state,  but  have  and  to  do  which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of 
read  his  own  letter  on  the  occasion.    Has  parliament  specially  intrusting  him  with  the 
there,  at  this  moment,  any  light  broken  in  upon  administration  of  the  revenues,  as  a  gross  af- 
you  concerning  this  matter.  front.    He  adds,  that  he  is  ready  to  resign  his 
But  what  does  he  say  to  the  directors  ?  he  defence,  and  to  answer  upon  honour,  or  upon 
says,  **  Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  oath.    Answering  upon  honour  is  a  strange 
which  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view  way  they  have  got  in  India,  as  your  lordships 
business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may  may  see  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.    Bat 
appear  imprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  he  forgets,  that  being  the  company's  servant, 
but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your  con-  the  company  may  bring  a  bill  in  chanceiy 
sideration."    He  looks  upon  Uiem,  and  treats  against  him,  and  force  him  upon  oath  to  give 
them,  as  a  set  of  low  mechanical  men  ;  a  set  an  account.    He  has  not,  however,  given  them 
of  low-bom  book-keepers,  as  base  souls,  who,  light  enough,  or  afforded  them  sufficient  ground 
in  an  account,  call  for  explanation  and  preci-  for  a  fishing  bill  in  chancery.    Yet,  he  says, 
sion.    If  there  is  no  precision  in  accounts,  If  you  call  upon  me  in  a  chancery  way,  or  by 
there  is  nothing  of  worth  in  them.    You  see,  common  law,  I  really  will  abdicate  all  forms, 
he  himself  is  an  eccentric  accountant,  a  pin-  and  give  you  some  account.    In  ccmsequence 
daric    book-keeper,  an  arithmetician  in  the  of  tbts  the  company  did  demand  fxt>m  him  an 
clouds.   I  know,  he  says,  what  the  directors  account,  regularly  and  as  fully  and  formally  as 
desire :  but  they  are  mean  people ;  they  are  if  they  had  demanded  it  in  a  court  of  justice, 
not  of  elevated  sentiments :  they  are  modest ;  He  positively  refused  to  give  them  any  ac- 
they  avoid  ostentation  in  taking  of  bribes:  I  count  whatever;  and  they  have  never  to  tills 
therefore  am  playing  cups  and  balls  with  them,  very  day  in  which  we  speak,  had  any  account, 
letting  them  see  a  little  glimpse  of  the  bribes,  that  is  at  all  clear  or  satisfactory.    Your  l<vd- 
then  carrying  them  fairly  away.    Upon  this  ships  will  see,  as  I  go  through  this  scene  of 
he  founds  the  applause  of  his  own  breast.  fi^ud,  falsification,  iniquity,  and  prevarication, 

Popalus  me  sibilat ;  at  mihi  plaudo  *at  in  defiance  of  his  promise,  which  promise 

Ipse  domi,  simul  ac  nummos  contemplor  they  quote  upon  him  over  and  over  again,  he 

in  area.  has  never  given  them  any  account  of  this 

That  private  Ipse  plaudo  he  may  have  in  matter, 

^hls  business,  which  is  a  business  of  money ;  He  goes  on  to  say,  (and  the  threat  is  indeed 


460  8PEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

•lanning)  duU  by  calling  him  to  accoant  they  or  protected.    What  weight  this  may  hate  hid 

may  proroke  him — to  what  ?    **  To  appro-  with  them  I  know  not ;  but  your  loniriiipB  wiQ 

priate,'*  he  says,  '*  to  my  own  use,  the  sums,  expect  in  vain  that  Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving 

which  I  have  already  passed  to  your  credit,  four  accounts,  if  any  one  of  which  is  true  the 

by  the  unworthy,  and,  pardon  me,  if  I  add,  other  three  must  necessarily  be  false— after  bav- 

dangerous  reflections,  which  you  have  passed  ing  thrown  the  company's  accounts  into  coofo- 

npon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this  sion,  and  being  unable  to  tell,  as  he  says  bioh 

kind."    They  passed  no  reflections :  they  said  self,  why  he  did  so — will  at  last  give  Mxne 

tfiey  would  neither  praise  nor  blame  him,  but  satisfaction  to  the  directors,  who  contimied, 

pressed  him  for  an  account  of  a  matter,  which  in  a  humble  meek  way,  giving  him  bints  ihat 

they  could  not  understand ;  and,  I  believe,  your  he  ought  to  do  it.    You  have  beard  nothing  jet 

lordships  understand  it  no  more  than   they,  but  the  consequences  of  their  refusing  to  gite 

fcr  it  is  not  in  the  compass  of  human  under-  him  the  present  of  an  hundred  thousand  pouids, 

■tanding  to  conceive  or  comprehend  it.    In-  which  he  had  tak&i  from  the  nabob :  thej  did 

■tead  of  an  account  of  it,  he  dares  to  threaten  right  to  refuse  it  to  him  ;  they  did  wrong  to 

tfiem — ^I  may  be  tempted,  if  you  should  pro-  take  it  to  themselves, 
voke  me,  not  to  be  an  honest  man — to  falsify         We  now  find  Mr.  Hastings  (m  the  river 

your  account  a  second  time,  and  to  reclaim  Granges  in  September  1784:  that  Ganges  wbose 

dMse  sums,  which  I  have  passed  to  your  ere-  purifying  water  expiates  so  many  sins  of  the 

dit:  to  alter  the  account  again  by  the  assis-  Grentooe,  and  whidi,  one  would  think,  woald 

tance  of  Mr.  Larkins.    What  a  drcadfiil  de-  have  washed  Mr.   Hastings's  hands  a  litde 

daration    is  tliis  o(  his  dominion   over  the  clean  of  bribery,  and  would  have  rolled  down 

public  accounts,  and  of  his  power  of  altering  its  golden  sands  like  another  Pactolus.    Here 

them ;  a  declaration,  that,  having  first  falsified  we  find  him  discovering  another  of  his  bribes. 

those  accounts  in  order  to  deceive  them,  and  This  was  a  bribe  taken  upon  totally  a  difierrat 

afterwards  having  told  them  of  this  falsifica-  principle,  according  to  his  own  avowal :  it  is  a 

tion  in  order  to  gain  credit  with  them  ;  if  they  bribe  not  pretended  to  be  received  for  the  use 

provoke  him,  he  shall  take  back  the  money  of  the  company ;  a  bribe  taken  absohitely  en- 

ho  had  carried  to  their  account,  and  make  tirely  for  himself.    He  tells  them,  that  he  had 

them  his  debtors  for  it.    He  fairly  avows  the  taken  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  pounds. 

dominion  he  has  over  the  company's  accounts ;  This  bribe,  which,  like  the  former,  he  had  taken 

and  therefore,  when  he  shall  hereafter  plead  without  right,  he  tells  them  that  he  intends  to 

the  accounts,  we  shall  be  able  to  rebut  that  apply  to  his  own  purposes,  and  he  insists  upoo 

evidence,  and  say.  The  company's  accounts  their  sanction  for  so  doing.    He  says,  he  had 

are  corrupted  by  you  through  your  agent,  Mr.  in  vain,  upon  a  former  occasion,  appealed  to 

Larkins,  and  we  give  no  credit  to  them,  be-  their  honour,  liberality,  and  generosity ;  that 

cause  you  not  only  told  the  company  you  could  he  now  appeals  to  their  justice  ;  and  insists 

do  so,  but  we  can  prove  that  you  have  ac-  upon  their  decreeing  this  bribe,  which  he  had 

tuaUy  done   it.    What  a  strange   medley  of  taken,  without  telling  them  from  whom,  where, 

evasion — pretended   discovery,  real  conceal-  or  on  what  account,  to  his  own  use. 
ment,  fraud  and  prevarication  appears  in  every        Your  lordships  remember,  that  in  the  letter, 

part  of  this  letter !  which  he  wrote  from  Patna  on  the  20th  of 

But  admitting  this  letter  to  have  been  writ-  January  1782,  he  there  states,  that  he  was  in 

ten  upon  the  22d  of  May,  and  kept  back  to  the  tolerable   good  circumstances,  and  that  this 

16th  of  December,  you  would  imagine,  that  had  arisen  from  his  having  continued  long  in 

during  all  that  interval  of  time,  he  would  have  their  service;   now,  he  bad   continued  two 

prepared  himself  to  give  some  light,  some  years  longer  in  their  service,  and  he  is  ro- 

illustration  of  these  dark  and  mysterious  trans-  duced  to  beggary !    *'  This,"  he  says,  "  is  a 

actions,  which  carried  fraud  upon  the  very  face  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  accumti- 

of  them.    Did  he  do  so  ?    Not  at  all.    Upon  lation  of  crores  for  your  benefit,  and  doomed, 

the  16th  of  December,  instead  of  giving  them  in  its  close,  to  suflfer  the  extremity  of  private 

tome  such  clear  accounts  as  might  have  been  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity." 
expected,  he  falls  into  a  violent  passion  fw        So  far  back  as  in  1773,  he  thought  that  he 

their  expecting  them :  he  tells  them  it  would  could  save  an  exceeding  good  fortune  out  of  his 

be  dangerous ;  and  he  tells  them  they  knew  place.    In  1782  he  says  with  gratitude,  that 

who  had  profited  by  these  transactions ;  thus,  in  he  has  made  a  decent  private  competency,  hot 

order  to  strike  terrour  into  their  breasts,  hint-  in  two  years  after  he  sunk  to  the  extremi^  of 

ing  at  some  frauds  which  they  had  practised  private  want.    And  how  does  he  seek  to  re- 
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lieva  that  want?  by  taking  a  bribe:  Bribes  Middleton ;  they  recollect  nothing,  they  know 
ve  no  longer  taken  by  him  for  the  c(»npany's  nothing.  He  has  not  stated  fix>m  that  day 
service,  but  for  his  own.  He  takes  the  bribe  to  this,  from  whom  he  took  that  money :  but 
with  an  express  intention  of  keeping  it  for  his  we  have  made  the  discovery.  And  such  is 
own  use,  and  he  calls  upon  the  company  for  the  use  of  parliamentary  inquiries,  such,  too, 
their  sanction.  If  the  money  was  taken  wiUiout  both  to  the  present  age  and  posterity,  will  be 
right,  no  claim  of  his  could  justify  its  being  their  use,  that,  if  we  pursue  them  with  the 
appropriated  to  himself;  nor  could  the  com-  vigour  which  the  great  trust  justly  imposed 
pany  so  appropriate  it,  for  no  man  has  a  right  upon  us  demands,  and  if  your  lordships  do 
to  be  generous  out  of  another's  goods.  When  firmly  administer  justice  upon  this  man^s 
he  calls  upon  their  justice  and  generosity,  they  frauds,  you  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  those 
might  answer,  If  you  have  a  just  demand  up-  frauds  ajid  prevarications  for  ever.  Your  knrd- 
on  our  treasury,  state  it,  and  we  will  pay  it:  ships  will  see,  that,  in  this  inquiry,  itisthedili- 
if  it  is  a  demand  upon  our  generosity,  state  genceoftheHouseof  Commons,  which  he  has 
your  merits,  and  we  will  consider  them.  But  the  audacity  to  call  nudice,  that  has  discovered 
I  have  paid  myself  by  a  bribe ;  I  have  taken  and  brought  to  light  the  frauds,  which  we  shall 
another  man's  money ;  and  I  call  upon  your  be  able  to  prove  against  him. 
justice — to  do  what  ?  To  restore  it  to  its  I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract 
owner  ?  no ;  to  allow  me  to  keep  it  myself,  from  that  stuff,  called  a  defence,  which  he  has 
Think,  my  lords,  in  what  a  situati(»i  the  com-  either  %vritten  himself,  or  somebody  else  has 
|>any  stands.  I  have  done  a  great  deal  for  you:  written  for  him,  and  which  he  owns,  at  dis- 
this  is  the  jackall's  portion ;  you  have  been  the  claims,  just  as  he  pleases ;  when  under  the 
lion;  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  prog  for  slowtorturesof  a  parliamentaiy  impeachment 
you;  I  am  your  bribe-pander,  your  factor  of  he  discovered,  at  length,  from  whom  he  got 
corruption,  exposing  myself  to  every  kind  of  this  last  bribe.  "  The  last  part  of  the  charge 
scorn  and  ignominy,  to  insults,  even  from  you.  states,  that  in  my  letter  to  the  court  of  direo- 
I  have  been  preying  and  plundering  for  you,  I  tors  of  the  21st  February  1784, 1  have  con- 
have  gone  through  every  stage  of  licentious-  fessed  to  have  received  another  sum  of  money, 
ness  and  lewdness,  wading  through  every  spe-  the  amount  of  which  is  not  declared,  but 
cies  of  dirt  and  corruption  for  your  advantage,  which,  from  the  application  of  it,  could  not  be 
I  am  now  sinking  into  the  extremity  of  private  less  than  thirty-four  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
want;  do  give  me  this— what?  money  ?  no,  &c.  In  the  year  1783,  when  I  was  actually 
this  bribe ;  rob  me  the  man  who  gave  mo  this  in  want  of  a  siun  of  money  for  my  private 
bribe ;  vote  me — what  ?  money  of  your  own  ?  expenses,  owing  to  the  company  not  having  at 
that  would  be  generous :  money  you  owe  me  ?  that  time  sufficient  cash  in  their  treasury  to  pay 
that  wouM  be  just;  No,  money,  which  I  have  my  salary,  I  borrowed  three  lacks  of  rupees 
extorted  from  another  man,  and  I  call  upon  of  rajah  Nobkissen,  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta, 
your  justice  to  give  it  me.  This  is  his  idea  whom  I  desired  to  call  upon  me  with  a  bond 
of  justice.  He  says,  "  I  am  compelled  to  de-  properly  filled  up ;  he  did  so,  but  at  the  time  I 
part  from  that  liberal  plan,  which  I  originally  was  going  to  execute  it  he  entreated  I  would 
adq>ted,  and  to  claim  from  your  justice  (for  rather  accept  the  money  than  execute  the  bond, 
you  have  forbid  me  to  appeal  to  your  genero-  I  neither  accepted  the  ofier  nor  refused  it ; 
sity)  the  discharge  of  a  debt,  which  I  can  with  and  my  determination  upon  it  remained  sus- 
the  most  scrupulous  integrity  aver  to  be  justly  pended  between  the  alternative  of  keeping 
due,  and  which  I  cannot  sustain."  Now,  if  the  money  as  a  loan  to  be  repaid,  and  of  tak- 
any  of  the  company's  servants  may  say,  I  have  ing  it,  and  applying  it,  as  I  had  done  other 
been  extravagant — profuse— it  was  all  meant  sums,  to  the  company's  use ;  and  there  the 
for  your  good :  let  me  prey  upon  the  country  matter  rested  till  I  undertook  my  journey  to 
at  my  pleasure ;  license  my  bribes,  frauds,  and  lAicknow,  when  I  determined  to  accept  the 
peculations,  and  then  you  do  me  justice.  What  money  for  the  company's  use ;  and  these  were 
country  are  we  in,  where  these  ideas  are  ideas  my  motives :  Having  made  disbursements 
of  generosity  and  justice  ?  from  my  own  cash  for  services,  which,  though 
It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  in  this  required  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of 
letter  he  would  have  given  some  account  of  my  station,  I  had  hitherto  omitted  to  enter 
the  person,  from  whom  he  had  taken  this  bribe.  ,  into  my  public  account;  I  resolved  to  reim- 
But  here,  as  in  the  other  cases,  he  had  a  most  burse  myself  in  a  mode  most  suitable  to  the 
effectual  oblivion;  the  Ganges,  like  Lethe,  situation  of  the  company's  affairs,  by  chargmg 
causes  a  drowsiness,  as   you  saw  in  Mr.  these  disbursements  in  my  dubar  accounts  of 
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the  pretent  jear,  and  crediting  them  by  a  fom     in  statioury,  and  badgerows,  and  other  idit 
prirately  received,  which  was  tiiis  of  Nob-     sernces,  a  sDin  amocmting  to  £SijOf!0.    Bat 
kiMon's.    If  my  claim  on  the  company  were     was  it  for  die  coropan3r'8  serrice?     Is  da 
not  foanded  in  jostice,  and  bona  Jlde  doe,  my     language  to  be  listened  to  ?     Every  thing  I 
acceptance  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  from  Nob-     thought  fit  to  expend,  I  have   expended  fiir 
kissen  by  no  means  precludes  them  from  re-     the  company's  service.     I  intended,  indeed,  at 
covering  diat  sura  Brixa  me.    No  member  of     that  time,  to  have  been  generous.    I  intended, 
this  honourable  House  suspects  me,  I  hope,  of     oat  of  my  own  pocket,  to  have  paid  for  a  trans* 
the  meanness  and  guilt  of  presenting  fkbe     lation  of  the  code  of  Cventoo  laws :  I  wastbeo 
accounts."    We  do  not  nupeet  him  of  present-     in  the  prime  of  my  life,  flowing  in  money  and 
Ing  false  accounts :  we  can  provs,  we  are  now  bad  great  expectations  :  I  am  now  old ;  I  caih 
radically  proving,  that  he  presents  &lse  ao-  not  afibrd  to  be  generous :  I  will  lock  back 
coonts.    We  suspect  no  man,  who  does  not  into  all  nay  former  accounts,  pen,  ink,  wax, 
give  ground  for  suspicion :  we  accuse  no  man,  every  thing,  that  I  generously  or  prodigalij 
who  has   not  given  ground  for  accosation;  spent,  as  my  own  hnmour  might  biggest ;  and 
and  we  do  not  attempt  to  bring  before  a  court  though,  at  the  same  time,  I  know  yoa  have 
of  justice  any  charges,  which  we  shall  not  be  gi^en  me  a  noble  allowance,  I  now  make  a 
able  decisively  to  prove.     This  will  put  an  diarge  upon  you  for  this  sum  of  monej,  and 
end  to  all  idle  prattle  of  malice,  of  groundless  intend  to  take  a  bribe  in  discharge  of  it  Now, 
suspicions  of  girilt,  and  of  ill-founded  charges,  soppoee  Lord  Comwadlis,  who  sits  in  the  seat, 
We  come  here  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  test,  and  I  hope  will  long  and  honourably  and  wor- 
and  here  it  shall  be  brought  to  the  test  between  thily  fill  the  seat,  which  that  gentleraan  pes- 
the  ComnKHiB  of  Gh'eat  Britain  and  this  East-  sessed  ;  suppose  Lord  Comwallis,  after  never 
India  delinquent.    In  his  letter  of  the  21st  of  having  complained  of  the  insufllciency  of  his 
February  1784,  he  says,  he  has  never  benefit-  salary,  and  after  having  but  two  yeare  ago  said 
ed  himself  by  contingent  accounts ;  and  as  an  he  had  saved  a  suflicient  competency  oat  of  it, 
excuse  for  taking  this  bribe  fi-om  Nobkissen,  should  not  tell  you  that  £.90,000  a  year  was 
which  he  did  not  discover  at  the  time,  but  many  not  enough  for  him,  and  that  be  was  sinking 
years  afterwards  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  into  want  knd  distress,  and  should  justify,  upon 
Commons,  he  declares,  that  he  wanted  to  ap-  that  alleged  want,  taking  a  bribe,  and  then 
ply  it  to  the  contingent  account  for  his  expen-  make  out  a  bill  of  contingent  expenses  to  cover 
ses,  that  is,  for  what  he  pretended  to  have  laid  it ;  would  your  lordships  bear  this  ? 
out  for  the  company  during  a  great  number        Mr.  Hastings  has  told  you,  that  he  wanted  to 
of  years.    He  proceeds,  "  If  it  should  be  borrow  money  for  his  own  use,  and  that  he  ap* 
objected,  that  the  allowance  of  these  demands  plied  to  rajah  Nobkissen,  who  generously  press- 
would  furnish  a  precedent  for  others  of  the  like  ed  it  upon  him  as  a  gift.    Rajah  Nobkissen 
kind,  I  have  to  remark  that  in  their  whole  is  a  banyan ;  yon  will  be  astonished  to  hear  of 
amount  they  are  but  the  aggregate  of  a  con-  generosity  in  a  banyan:  there  never  was  a 
tingent  account  of  twelve  years ;  and  if  it  were  banyan  and  generosity  united  together ;  but 
to  become  the  practice  of  those,  who  have  pass-  Nobkissen  loses  his  banyan  qualities  at  once 
ed  their  prime  of  life  in  your  service,  and  filled,  the  nooment  the  light  of  Mr.  Hastings's  fitce 
as  I  have  filled  it,  the  first  office  of  your  do-  beams  up<m  him.    Here,  says  Mr.  Hastings, 
minion,  to  glean  from  their  past  accounts  all  I  have  prepared  bonds  for  you !  AstonishiDg ! 
the  articles  of  expense,  which  their  inaccuracy  how  can  you  think  of  the  meanness  of  bonds : 
or  indifference  hath  overlooked,  your  interests  you  call  upon  me  to  lend  yoa  £SifiQOj  and 
would  suffer  infinitely  less  by  the  precedent  propose  bcmds :  No,  you  shaill  have  it;  you  are 
than  by  a  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  die  govemour-genenJ,  who  have  a  large  and 
accumulation  of  crores  for  your  benefit,  and  ample  salary ;  but  I  know  you  are  a  generous 
doomed  in  its  close  to  suffer  the  extremity  of  man,  and  I  emulate  your  generosi^ :  I  give 
private  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity."   Here  you  all  this  money.     Not^issen  was  quite 
is  the  man,  that  has  told  us  at  the  bar  of  the  shocked  at  Mr.  Hastings's  oflTering  him  a  bond. 
House  of  Commons,  that  he  never  made  up  My  lords,  a  Gentoo  banyan  is   a  person  a 
any  contingent  accounts ;  and  yet,  as  a  set-off  litde  lower,  a  little  more  penurious,  a  little 
against  this  bribe,  which  he  received  for  him-  more  exacting,  a  little  more  cunning,  a  tittle 
self,  and  never  intended  to  apply  to  the  current  more  money-making,  than  a  Jew.     There  is 
use  of  the  company,  he  feigns  and  invents  a  not  a  Jew  in  the  meanest  comer  of  DdniV 
claim  upon  them,  namely,  that  he  had,  without  place  in  London,  that  is  so  crafty,  ao  much  a 
any  authority  of  the  company,  squandered  away  usurer,  so  skilfol  how  to  turn  money  to  profit- 
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and  80  resolved  not  to  give  any  money,  but  for  interest  in  that  country,  amounted  to  more  than 

pn>6t,  BB  a  Gentoo  broker  of  the  class  I  have  this  bribe,  taken,  as  was  pretended,  for  the 

mentioned.     But  this  man,  however,  at  once  company's  service.   Such  are  the  consequences 

grows  generous,  and  will  not  suffer  a  bond  to  of  a  banyan's  generosity,  and  of  Mr.  Hastings's 

be  given  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Hastings,  accord->  gratitude,  so  far  as  the  interest  of  the  country 

ingly,   is   thrown    into   very  great   distress,  is  concerned ;  and  this  is  a  good  way  to  pay  Mr. 

You  see  sentiment  always  prevailing  in  Mr;  Hastings's  contingent  accounts.  But  this  is  not 

Hastings.    The  sentimental  dialogue,  which  all ;  a  most  detestable  villain  is  sent  up  into  th« 

must  have  passed  between  him  and  a  Gentoo  country  to  take  the  management  of  it,  and  the 

broker,  would  have  charmed  every  one,  that  fortunes  of  all  the  great  families  in  it  are  given 

has  a  taste  for  pathos  and  sentiment.    Mr.  entirely  into  his  power.    This  is  the  way,  by 

Hastings  was  pressed  to  receive  the  money  as  which  the  company  are  to  keep  their  own  seiv 

a  gift — he  really  does  not  know  what  to  do,  vants  from  falling  into  "  the  extremity  of  pri- 

whether  to  insist  upon  giving  a  bond  or  not:  vate  want."     And  the  company  itself,  in  this 

whether  he  shall  take  the  money  for  his  own  pretended  saving  to  their  treasury  by  the  tak- 

use,  or  whether  he  shall  take  it  for  the  com-  ing  of  bribes,  lose  more  than  the  amount  of 

pany's  use.    But  it  may  be  said  of  man,  as  it  the  bribes  received.    Wherever  a  bribe  is 

is  said  of  woman;  the  woman,  who  deliberates,  given  on  one  hand,  there  is  a  balance  aceru- 

M  J<»t.    The  man,  that  deliberates  about  re-  ing  on  the  other.    No  man,  who  had  any  share 

ceiving  bribes,  is  gone  ;  the  moment  he  deli-  in  the  management  of  the  company's  revenues, 

berates,  that  moment  his  reason,  the  fiMtress,  is  ever  gave  a  bribe,  who  did  not  either  extort 

lost— the  walla  shake ;  down  it  comes,  and  at  the  full  amount  of  it  from  the  country,  or  else 

the  same  moment  enters  Nobkissen  into  the.  fall  in  balance  to  the  company  to  that  amount, 

citadel  of  his  honour  and  integrity,  witli  colours  and  frequently  both.    In  short,  Mr.  Hastings 

flying,  with  drums  beating;    and  Mr.  Has-  never  was  guilty  (^  corruption,  that  Mood  and 

tings's  garrison  goes  out,  very  handsomely  in-  rapine  did  not  follow ;  he  never  took  a  bribe, 

dee(^  with  the  honours  of  war,  all  for  the  benefit  pretended  to  be  for  their  benefit,  but  the  coof 

of  the  company.    Mr.  Hastings  consents  to  pany's  treasury  was  proportionably  exhausted 

take  the  money  from  Nobkissen ;  Nobkissen  by  it. 

gives  the  money,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied.  And  now  was  this  scandalous  and  ruinous 
IV&w  Hastings  took  the  money  with  a  view  to  traffic  in  bribes  brought  to  light  by  the  court 
apply  it  the  company's  service :  How  ?  to  pay  of  directors  ?  No,  we  got  it  in  the  House  of 
his  own  contingent  bills.  Every  thing  that  Commons.  These  bribes  appear  to  have  been 
I  do,  says  he>and  all  the  money  I  squander,  is  taken  at  various  times,  and  upon  various  occa- 
aJU  for  the  coropanjr's  benefit.  As  to  particulars  sions;  and  it  was  not  till  his  return  from 
of  accounts,  nevor  look  into  them ;  they  are  Patna  in  February  1782,  that  the  first  commu- 
given  yon  upon  honour:  let  me  take  this  bribe,  nication  of  any  of  them  was  made  to  the  court 
it  costs  yoa  nothing  to  be  just  or  generous,  of  directors.  Upon -the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
I  tafca  the  bribe :  you  sanctify  it.  But  in  every  the  court  of  directors  wrote  back  to  him,  re- 
traasaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  where  we  have  quiring  some  further  explanation  upon  the 
got  a  name,  there  we  have  got  a  crime.  Nob-  subject.  No  explanaticxi  was  given,  but  a 
kiasen  gave  him  the  money,  and  did  not  take  coromunication  of  other  bnbes  was  made  in 
his  bond,  I  believe,  for  it;  but  Nobkissen,  we  his  letter,  said  to  be  written  in  May  of  the 
find,  immediately  ii\erwards  enters  upon  the  same  year,  but  not  despatched  to  Europe  till 
stewardship  or  management  of  one  of  the  most  the  December  followuig.  This  produced 
connderable  districts  in  Bengal.  We  know  another  requisition  from  the  directors  for  ex- 
very  well,  and  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  in  planation.  And  here  your  lordships  are  to  ob- 
what  manner  sudi  men  rack  such  districts,  and  serve,  that  this  correspondence  is  never  in 
exact  from  the  inhabitants  the  money  to  repay  the  way  of  letters  written  and  answers  given  ; 
themselves  for  the  bribes,  which  had  been  but  he  and  the  directors  are  perpetually  play- 
taken  from  them.  These  bribes  are  taken  ing  at  hide  and  seek  with  each  other,  and 
under  a  pretence  of  the  compaafy's  service;  writing  to  each  other  at  random;  Mr.  Hastings 
but  sooner  or  later  they  fall  upon  the  company's  making  a  communioation  one  day,  the  directors 
treasury.  And  we  shall  prove  that  Nobkissen,  requiring  an  explanation  the  next ;  Mr.  Ha»- 
witimi  a  year  Jrom  the  time  when  he  gave  this  tings  giving  an  account  of  another  bribe  on  the 
bribe,  had  fallen  into  arrears  to  the  company,  third  day,without  giving  any  explanation  of  the 
as  their  steward,  to  the  amount  of  a  sum,  the  former.  Still,  however,  the  directors  are  pursu- 
▼ery  interest  ofiwhidi^  according  to  the  rate  of  ing  their  ohase.  But  it  was  not  till  they  learned 
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that  the  oommittoM  of  the  House  of  Commons  sense,  contained  in  the  who!e  of  theni.   Hen 

<ibr  committees  o£  the  House  of  Commons  had  it  is,  and  your  lordships  will  suffer  it  to  be 

then  some  weight,)  were  frowning  upon  them  read. 

for  this  collusion  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  at  last  I  must  beg  your  patience ;  I  must  ackiio»> 

•ome  honest  men  in  the  direction  were  permit-  ledge  that  it  has  been  the  most  difficult  of  il 

ted  to  have  some  ascendency ;  and  that  a  proper  things  to  explain,  but  much  more  diffinik  to 

letter  was  prepared,  which  I  shall  show  your  make  pleasant  and  not  wearisome,  falsity  and 

loitiships,  demanding  from  Mr.  Hastings  an ez-  fraud  pursued  through  all  its  artifices;  vbA 

act  account  of  all  the  bribes  that  he  had  receiv-  therefore,  as  it  has  been  the  nxwt  painfiil  woik 

ed ;  and  painting  to  him,  in  colours  as  strong  at  to  us  to  unravel  fraud  and  prevarication,  so  then 

least  as  those  I  use,  his  bribery,  his  frauds,  and  is  nothing  that  more  calls  for  the  attention,  the 

peculations ;  and,  what  does  them  great  honour  patience,  the  vigilance,  and  the  sorutiny  of  ta 

foe  that  moment,  they  particularly  direct  that  exact  court  of  justice.  But  as  you  have  already 

the  money,  which  was  taken  fitmi  the  nabob  had  almost  the  whole  of  the  man,  do  not  tfaiii 

of  Oude,  should  be  carried  to  his  account.  it  too  much  to  hear  the  rest  in  this  letter  fron 

These  paragraphs  were  prepared  by  the  Cheltenham.     It  is  dated  Chdtenham,  UA 

committee  of  corrd^Hmdence,  and  as  I  under-  of  July  1785,  addressed  to  William  Devaynes, 

stand,  approved  by  the  court  of  directors,  but  Esq.  ;*    and  it  begins  thus:  '<  Sir,  The  bo* 

never  were  sent  out  to  India.     However,  nourable  court  of  directors,  in  their  general 

something  was  sent,  but  miserably  weak  and  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Surprize,  dated  the 

lame  of  its  kind ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  never  16th  of  March  1784,  were  pleased  to  express 

auiswered  it,  or  gave  them  any  explanation  their  desire,  that  I  should  inform  them  of  the 

whatever.    He  now  being  prepared  for  his  periods  when  each  sum  of  the  [Mresenti  men* 

departure  from  Calcutta,  and  having  finbhed  tioned  in  my  address  of  the  22d  May  178ES, 

all  his  other  business,  went  up  to  Oude  upon  a  was  received ;    what  were  ray  motives  for 

chase,  in  which  just  now  we  cannot  follow  him.  withholding  the   several    receipts   from  the 

He  returned  in  great  disgust  to  Calcutta,  and  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  di* 

soon  after  set  sail  for  England,  without  ever  rectors  ;  and  what  were  my  reasons  for  taking 

giving  the  directors  one  word  of  the  explanation,  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  for  paying 

which  he  had  so  oflen  promised,  and  they  had  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits,  on 

repeatedly  asked.  my  own  account."     I  wish  your  lordships  to 

We  have  now  got  Mr.  Hastings  in  England,  pause  a  nK>ment.    Here  is  a  letter  written  in 

where  you  will  suppose  some  satisfactory  ao-  July  1785 ;  you  see  that  fixHn  the  29th  of  De> 

count  of  all  these  matters  would  be  obtained  comber  1780,  till  that  time,  during  which  in- 

from  him.    One  would  suppose,  that  on  his  torval,though  convinced  in  his  own  conscience, 

arrival  in  London,  he  would  have  been  a  little  and  though  he  had  declared  his  own  opinion, 

quickened  by  a  menace,  as  he  expresses  it,  of  the  necessity  of  giving  a  fiill  explanation  of 

which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him  in  the  these  money  transactions,  he  had  been  impos- 

House  of  Commons,  that  an  inquiry  would  be  ing  upon  the  directors  false  and  prevarioUing 

made  into  his  conduct;  and  the  directors,  ap-  accounts  of  them,  they  were  never  able  to  ob- 

prehensive  of  the  same  thing,  thought  it  good  tain  a  full  disclosure  from  him. 

gently  to  insinuate  to  him  by  a  letter,  written  He  goes  on.    "  I  have  been  kindly  apprised 

by  whom  and  how  we  do  not  know,  that  he  that   die    information  required  as  above,  is 

ought  to  give  some  explanation  of  these  ac-  yet  expected  from  me.    I  hope  that  the  dr- 

counts.    This  produced  a  letter,  which  I  be-  cumstancesofmypastsituati(xi,whenoonsida^ 

lieve  in  the  business  of  the  whole  world  can-  ed,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  having  thus  long 

not  be  paralleled ;  not  even  himself  could  be  withheld  it.    The  fact  is,  that  I  was  not  at 

his  parallel  in  this.    Never  did  inventive  folly,  the    presidency  when  the  Surprize  arrived ; 

working  upon  conscious  guilt,  and  throwing  and  when  I  returned  to  it,  my  time  and  atten- 

each  other  totally  in  confusion,  ever  produce  tion  were  so  entirely  engrossed,  to  the  day  of 

such  a  false,  fraudulent,  prevaricating  letter  my  final  departure  from  it,  by  a  varieQr  (tf ' 

as  this,  which  is  now  to  be  given  to  you.  other  more  important  oocupatioos,  of  which, 

You  have  seen  him  at  Patna,  at  Calcutta,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  to  your  testimony, 

in  the  country,  on  the  Ganges ;  now  you  see  grounded  on  the  large  portion  contributed  by 

him  at  the  waters  at  Cheltenham ;  and  you  will  myself  of  the  volumes  which  oompoao  our  < 

find  his  letter  from  that  place  to  comprehend  sultations  of  that  period.*' 
the  substance  of  all  his  former  letters,  and  to 

be  a  digest  of  all  the  falsity,  fi^ud,  and  non-  ♦  See  this  letter  in  the  Appendix. 
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.  These  coiuniltatioiis,  my  lords,  to  which  he  ing  our  approbation  of  his  coodact,  in  bringing 
aifMals,  form  matter  of  one  of  the  charges,  them  to  the  credit  of  the  company,  yet  we  must 
that  the  Commons  have  brought  against  Mr.  confess  the  statement  of  those  transactions  ap- 
Haatings ;  namely,  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  ruin  pears  to  us  in  many  points  so  unintelligible,  that 
oertain  persons  employed  in  subordinate  situa-  we  feel  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
tioos  under  him,  for  the  purpose,  by  intruding  on  the  govemour^general  for  an  explanation, 
himself  into  their  place,  of  secretly  carrying  agreeable  to  his  promise,  voluntarily  made  to  us. 
on  his  own  transactions.    These  volumes  of  We  therefore  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  dif- 
oonsttUation  were  written  to  justify  that  act.  ferent  periods  when  each  sum  was  received,  and 
He  next  says,  "  The  submission,  which  my  what  were  the  governour-general*s  motives  for 
respect  would  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the  withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  know- 
command  imposed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  re-  ledge  of  the  council  and  of  the  court  of  direo- 
coUection  perhaps  from  the  stronger  impres-  tors,  and  what  were  his  reasons  for  taking  bonds 
sion,  which  the  first  and  distant  perusal  of  it  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  paying  other  sums 
bad  left  on  my  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  upon  his  own  ao- 
asa  reprehension  for  something,  which  had  count."  Such  is  their  demand,  and  this  is  what 
given  (^eoce  in  my  report  of  the  original  trans-  his  memory  furnishes  as  nothing  but  a  repre- 
action,  than  an  expression  of  any  want  of  a  hension.    He  then  proceeds :  <*  First,  I  believe 
further  elucidation  of  it.''    Permit  me  to  make  I  can  affirm  with  certainty,  that  the  several 
a  few  remarks  upon  this  extraordinary  passage,  sums  mentioned  in  the  account  transmitted 
A  letter  is  written  to  him,  containing  a  repe-  with  my  letter  above-mentioned,  were  receiv- 
tition  of  the  request,  which  had  been  made  a  ed  at  or  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  dates, 
thousand  times  before,  and  with  which  he  had  which  are  affixed    to  them    in  the   account, 
as  oflen  promised  to  comply.    And  here  he  But  as  this  contains  only  the  gross  sums,  and 
says,  '*  it  was  lost  to  my  recollection."    Ob-  each  of  these  was  received  in  different  pay- 
serve  his  memory  ;  he  can  forget  the  command,  ments,  though  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  I 
but  he  has  an  obscure  recollection  that  he  cannot  therefore  assign  a  great  degree  of  accu- 
thoughl  it  a  reprehension  rather  than  a  de-  racy  to  the   account."    Your  lordships  see, 
mand !    Now  a  reprehension   is  a  stronger  that  after  all  he  declares  he  cannot  make  his 
mode  of  demand.    When  I  say  to  a  servant,  account  accurate  ;  ho  further  adds,  "  Perhaps 
Why  have  you  not  given  me  the  account,  the  honourable  court  will  judge  this  sufficient," 
which   I  have  so  often  asked  for  ?  is  he  to  that  is,  this  explanation,  namely,  that  he  can 
answer,  The  reason  I  have  not  given  it,  is  give  none,  <'  for  any  purpose,  to  which  their 
because   I  thought   you  were  railing  at  and  inquiry  was  directed  ;  but,  if  it  should  not  be 
abusing  me  ?    He  goes  on,  "  I  will  now  en-  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  more  minute 
deavour  to  reply  to  the   different  questions,  information,  and  for  the  means  of  making  any 
which  have  been  stated  to  me,  in  as  explicit  investigation,  which  they  may  think  it  prq)er 
a  manner  as  I  am  able ;  to  such  information  to  direct   respecting  the  particulars  of  this 
as  I  can  give,  the  honourable  court  is  fully  transaction,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your  accountant- 
entitled  ;  and  where  that  shall  prove  defective,  general,  who  was  privy  to  every  process  of  it> 
I  will  point  out  the  only  means,  by  which  it  and  possessed,  as  I  believe,  the  original  paper, 
may  be  rendered  more  complete."    In  order  which  contained  the  only  account,  that  I  ever 
that  your  lordships  may  thoroughly  enter  into  kept  of  it." 

the  spirit  of  this  letter,  I  must  request  that  Here  is  a  man,  who  of  his  bribe  accounts 

you  will  observe,  how  handsomely  and  kindly  cannot  give  an  account  in  the  country  where 

these  tools  of  directors  have  expressed  them-  they  are  carried  on.     When  you  call  upon 

selves  to  him ;  and  that  even  their  baseness  him  in  Bengal,  he  cannot  give  the  account, 

and  subserviency  to   him  were  not  able  to  because  he  is  in  Bengal :  when  he  comes  to 

draw  from  him  any  thing,  that  could  be  satis-  England,  he  cannot  give  the  account  here, 

factory  to  his  enemies ;    for  as  to  these  his  because    his    accounts  are   left   in   Bengal, 

friends,  he  cares  but  little  about  satisfying  Again,  he  keeps  no  accounts  himself,  but  his 

them,  though   they  call  upon  him  in   conse-  accounts  are  in  Bengal,  in  the  hands  of  some- 

quence  of  his  own  promise ;  and  this  he  calls  body  else ;  to  him  he  refers,  and  we  shall  see 

a  reprehension.    They  thus  express  them-  what  that  reference  produced.  "  In  this,  each 

selves:  "  Although  it  is  not  our  intention  to  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  specifically  inserted, 

ex))ress  any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the  go-  with  the  name  erf"  the  person,  by  whom  it  was 

vemour- general ;  on  the  contrary,  after  having  made  ;  and  I  shall  write  to  him  to  desire,  that 

received  the  presents,  we  cannot  avoid  express^  he  will  furnish  you  with  the  paper  itself,  if  it  la 
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■till  in  being,  tad  in  his  hands,  or  with  what-  doixote  did  Uuwe  geiiteiiees  of  lovcn  ii  ro- 
arer he  can  distinctly  recollect  concerning  iL"  mance  writers,  of  which,  he  said,  it  made  Iub 
Here  are  accounts  kept  for  the  company,  and  run  mad  to  attempt  to  discover  the  meaning; 
yet  he  does  not  know,  whether  they  are  in  the  inference  is.  Why  do  you  call  upon  ne  for 
existence  any  where.    ''  For  my  motives  for  accounts  now,  three  years  after  the  time,  when 
withhokliiig  the  several  receipte  from  the  know-  I  couki  not  give  you  them?     I   cannot  give 
ledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  direo-  them  you  ;  and,  as  to  the  papers  relating  to 
tors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  them,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  exist:  ud 
■urns,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  aa  if  they  do,  perhaps  you  may  learn  something 
deposits  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  from  them  ;  perhaps   you  may  not :  I  will 
accounted  in  my  lettter  to  the  honourable  the  write  to  Mr.  Larkins  for  those  papofs,  if  yoa 
court  of  directors,  of  the  22d  of  May  1782 ;  please.    Now,  comparing  this  with  his  other 
namely,  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  accounts,   you   will  see   what  a  monstitni 
receipts  from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving  scheme  he  has  laid  olC  fraud  and  oonceafaattt 
bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  to  cover  his  pecuhitioii.    He  tells  them,  "I 
any  studied  design,  which  my  memory,  at  that  have  said,  that  the  three  first  sums  of  the  ae- 
distaoce  of  time,  could  verify  ;  and  that  I  did  count  were  paid  into  the  company's  tretiory, 
not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same  without  passing  through  my  hands.   The  so- 
means  with  the  rest.    It  will  not  be  expected,  oond  of  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its 
that  I  shouki  be  able  to  give  a  more  correct  ex-  destination  and  application  to  the  expenw  of 
planation  of  my  intentions,  after  a  lapse  o£  three  a  detachmont,  which  was  formed  and  employ- 
years,  having  declared  at  the  time  that  many  ed  against  Mahdajee  Scindia,  under  the  oooh 
particulars  had   escaped  my  remembrance :  mand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel    Camac,  as  I 
■either  shall  I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  particularly  apprised   the  court  of  directors 
dearer  affirmation  of  the  (acts  implied  in  that  in  my  [etter  of  the  29th   December  1780.'' 
report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  neces-  He  does  not  yet  tell  the  directors,  frtxn  vdiom 
ttrily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow  them."  he  received  it ;  we  have  found  it  oat  by  other 
You  have  heard  of  that  oriental  Jigtare^  collateral    m^jis.     <'  Toe  other  two  were 
called,  in  the  banyan  kmguage,  a  pamche  ;  in  certainly  not  intended,  when  I  received  them, 
English,  a  screw ;  it  is  a  puzzled  and  studied  to  be  made  public,  though  intended  finr  pablic 
involution  of  a  period,  framed  in  order  to  pre-  service,   and  actually  applied   to  it.     The 
▼ent  the  discovery  oftruth,  and  the  detection  of  exigencies  of  government  were  at  that  time 
fraud;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  better  exemplified  my  own,  and  every  pressure  upon  it  rested 
than  in  this  sentence :  <<  Neither  shall  I  at-  with  its  full  weight  upon  my  mind.    Where- 
tempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  ever  I  could  find  allowable  means  of  relieving 
of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  those  wants,  I  eagerly  seized  them."    Allowa- 
such  inferences  as  necessarily  or  with  a  strong  ble  means  of  receiving  bribes  !  for  such  I  shall 
probability  follow  them.'*    Observe,  that  he  prove  them  to  be  in  the  particular  instances, 
says,  not  facta  ttated,  but  faeU  inq)li€d  in  the  "  But  neither  could  it  occur  to  me  as  neoes- 
r«por< — and  o(  what  was  this  to  be  a  report  ?  sary  to  state  on  our  proceedings  every  little 
Of  things,  which  the  directors  declared  they  aid,  that  I  could  thus  procure,  nor  do  I  know 
did  not  tmderstand ;  and  then  the  inferences,  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  without  appearing 
which  are  to  follow  these  implied  facts  are  to  to  court  favour  by  an  ostentatitm,  which  I 
follow  them — ^But  how  ?    With  a  strong  pro-  disdained,  nor  without  the  chance  of  exciting 
babiUty.    If  you  have  a  mind  to  study  this  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by  the  coostrufr* 
oriental  figure  of  rhetoric,  the  pamche  here,  tive  assertion  of  a  separate  and  unparticipat- 
it  is  for  you  in  its  most  complete  perfection,  ed  merit,  derived  from  the  influence  of  my 
No  rhetorician  ever  gave  an  exan^e  of  any  station,  to  which  they  might  have  had  an 
figure  of  oratory,  that  can  match  this.    But  let  equal  claim." 

us  endeavour  to  unravel  tlie  whole  passage.        Now  we  see,  that,  after  hammering  his  brains 

F'mif  he  states,  that  in  May  1782,  he  had  for  many  years,  he  does  find  out  his  motive, 

forgotten  his  motives  for  falsifying  the  com-  which  he  could  not  verify  at  the  time;  namely, 

pany^s  accounts  ;  but  he  affirms  the  facts  con-  that  if  he  let  his  colleagues  know  that  he  was 

tamed  in   the   report,  and  afterwards,  very  receiving  bribes,  and  gaining  the  glory  of  re- 

rationaUy,  draws  such   inferences  as  neces-  ceiving  them,  they  might  take  it  into  their 

sarily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow  them,  heads  likewise  to  have  their  share  in  the  sama 

And,  if  I  understand  it  at  all,  which,  God  glory,  as  they  were  joined  in  the  sanse  comaii»> 

knows,!  no  more  pretend  to  do,  than  Don  sion,  enjoyed  the  same  powen^  and  were  aulifset 
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to  the  same  restrictions.  It  was  indeed  scanda-  here  he  comes  before  you,  avowing,  that  be 
lous  in  Mr.  Hastings,  not  behaving  like  a  good  knew  the  practice  of  taking  moaey  from  these 
&ir  colleague  in  office,  not  to  let  them  know  people  was  a  thing  dishonourable  in  itself, 
that  he  was  going  on  in  this  career  of  recoiv-  *'  I  should  have  deemed  it  particularly  disho- 
ing  bribes,  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  share  nourable  to  receive,  for  my  own  use,  money 
in  the  glory  of  it;  but  they  were  grovelling  tendered  by  men  of  a  certain  class,  from  whom 
creatures,  who  thought  that  keeping  clean  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my 
hands  was  some  virtue.  Well,  but  you  have  inferiours,  and  bound  them,  by  oath,  not  to 
applied  some  of  these  bribes  to  your  own  be-  receive  them."  He  held  it  particularly  dia- 
nefit ;  why  did  you  give  no  account  of  those  honourable  to  receive  them :  he  had  bound 
bribes  ?  I  did  not,  he  says,  because  it  might  others  by  an  oath  not  to  receive  them :  but  he 
have  excited  the  envy  of  my  colleagues.  To  received  them  himself,  and  why  does  he  conr- 
be  sure,  if  he  was  receiving  bribes  for  his  own  ceal  it  ?  why ;  because,  says  he,  if  the  suspi- 
benefit,  and  they  not  receiving  such«bribes,  and  cion  came  upon  me,  the  dishonour  would  fall 
if  they  had  a  liking  to  that  kind  of  traffic,  it  is  upon  my  pate.  Why  did  he,  by  an  oath,  bind 
a  good  ground  of  envy,  that  a  matter,  which  his  inferiours  not  to  take  these  bribes  ?  Why, 
ought  to  be  in  common  among  them,  should  be  because  it  was  base  and  dishonourable  so  to 
confined  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  therefore  did  do ;  and  because  it  would  be  mischievous  and 
well  to  conceal  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  ruinous  to  the  company's  affairs  to  suffi^r  them 
we  suppose  him  to  have  taken  them,  as  he  pre-  to  take  bribes.  Why  then  did  he  take  them 
tends,  for  the  company's  use,  in  order  not  to  himself?  It  was  ten  times  more  ruinous,  that 
excite  a  jealousy  in  his  colleagues  for  being  he,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  company's  go- 
left  out  of  this  meritorious  service,  to  which  vernment,  and  had  bound  up  others  so  strictly, 
they  had  an  equal  claim,  he  did  well  to  take  should  practise  the  same  himself;  and,  there^ 
bonds  for  what  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  com-  fore,  says  he,  "  I  was  more  than  ordinarily 
pany's  accounts.  These  are  reasons  applicable  cautious."  What  ?  To  avoid  it  ?  No ;  to 
to  his  colleagues,  who  sat  with  him  at  the  same  carry  it  on  in  so  clandestine  and  private  a 
board :  Mr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Stables,  Mr.  manner,  as  might  secure  me  from  the  suspi- 
YHieler,  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  cion  of  that,  which  I  know  to  be  detestable, 
and  Mr.  Francis :  he  was  afraid  c^  exciting  and  bound  others  up  from  practising, 
their  envy  or  their  jealousy.  You  will  next  We  shall  prove,  that  the  kind  of  men,  from 
Bee  another  reason,  and  an  extraordinary  one  whom  he  interdicted  his  committee  to  receive 
it  is,  which  he  gives  for  concealing  these  bribes  bribes,  were  the  identical  men  from  whom  he 
from  his  inferiours.  received  them  himself.  If  it  was  good  tor 
But  I  must  first  tell  your  lordships,  what,  till  him,  it  was  good  for  them,  to  be  permitted 
the  proof  is  brought  before  you,  you  will  take  these  means  of  extorting ;  and,  if  it  ought  at 
on  credit — indeed  it  is  on  his  credit — that  all  to  be  prcu^tised,  they  ought  to  be  admitted 
when  he  formed  the  committee  of  revenue,  to  extort  for  the  good  of  the  company.  Rajah 
he  bound  them  by  a  solemn  oath,  "  not,  under  Nobkissen  was  one  of  the  men,  from  whom 
any  name  or  pretence  whatever,  to  take  from  he  interdicted  them  to  receive  bribes,  and 
any  zemindar,  farmer,  person  concerned  in  from  whom  he  received  a  bribe  for  his  own 
the  revenue,  or  any  oUier,  any  gifl,  gratuity,  use.  But  he  says,  he  concealed  it  from  them, 
allowance,  or  reward  whatever,  or  any  thing  because  he  though  great  mischief  might  hap- 
beyond  their  salary ;"  and  this  is  the  oath  to  pen  even  firom  their  suspicion  of  it,  and  lest 
which  he  alludes.  Now  his  reason  for  conceal-  they  should  thereby  be  inclined  themselves  to 
ing  his  bribes  from  his  inferiours,  this  commit-  practise  it,  and  to  break  their  oath, 
tee,  under  these  false  and  fraudulent  bonds,  he  Tou  take  it  then  for  granted,  that  he  really 
states  thus :  "  I  should  have  deemed  it  parti-  concealed  it  from  them :  No  such  thing ;  his 
cularly  dishonourable  to  receive  for  my  own  principal  confidant  in  receiving  these  bribes 
use,  money  tendered  by^a  certain  class,  from  was  Mr.  Crofles,  who  was  a  principal  person 
whom  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  m  this  board  of  revalue,  and  whom  he  had 
to  my  inferiours,  and  bound  them,  by  oath,  made  to  swear  not  to  take  bribes :  he  is  the 
not  to  receive  them  :  I  was  therefore  more  confidant,  and  the  very  receiver,  as  we  shall 
than  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  suspi-  prove  to  your  lordships.  What  will  your  loro- 
cion  of  it,  which  would  scaively  have  failed  to  ships  think  of  his  affirming,  and  averring  a 
light  upon  me,  had  I  sufiered  the  money  to  be  direct  falsehood,  that  he  did  it  to  conceal  it 
brought  to  my  own  house,  or  that  of  any  per-  from  these  men,  when  one  of  Aero  was  his 
■on  known  to  be  in  trust  for  me."  My  lords,  principal  confidant  and  agent  in  the  trans- 
VoL.  lU.— 30 
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action  ?  What  will  you  think  of  his  being  see  what  it  is.  *'  Although  I  am  firmly  per* 
more  than  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  suaded,  that  these  were  my  sentiments  on  the 
suspicion  of  it  ?  He  ought  to  have  avoided  occasion,  yet  I  will  not  affirm  that  they  were. 
the  crime,  and  the  suspicion  would  take  care  Though  I  feel  their  impression  as  the  remains 
of  itself.  ''  For  these  reasons,"  he  says,  ''I  of  a  series  of  thoughts  retained  on  my  me- 
caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to  mory,  I  am  not  certain  that  they  may  not  hare 
the  treasury.  There  I  well  knew,  sir,  it  been  produced  by  subsequent  reflection  on 
couki  not  be  received,  without  being  passed  the  principal  fact,  combining  with  it  the  pro* 
to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done  bable  motives  (^  it.  Of  this  I  am  certain, 
by  entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  a  deposit,  that  it  was  my  design  originally  to  have  coo- 
The  first  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection;  cealed  the  receipt  of  all  the  sums,- except  the 
and  therefore  I  had  obviously  recourse  to  it.  second,  even  Cram  the  knowledge  of  the  court 
Why  the  second  sum  was  intended  as  a  de-  of  directors.  They  had  answered  my  purpose 
posit,  I  am  utterly  ignorant.  Possibly  it  was  of  public  utility,  and  I  had  almost  dismissed 
done  without  any  special  direction  from  me  ;  them  firom  my  remembrance."  My  lords,  you 
possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode  of  will  observe  in  tliis  most  astonishing  account, 
entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transac-  which  he  gives  here,  that  several  of  these  sums 
tion  itself  did  not  require  concealment,  having  he  meant  to  conceal  for  ever,  even  Srom  the 
been  already  avowed."  My  lords,  in  fact,  knowledge  of  the  directors.  Look  back  to  bis 
every  word  of  this  is  either  false  or  ground-  letter  of  22d  May  1782,  and  his  letter  of  the 
less  :  it  is  completely  fallacious  in  every  part.  16th  o(  December,  and  in  them  he  tells  you. 
The  first  sum,  he  says,  was  entered  as  a  loan ;  that  he  might  have  concealed  them,  but  that 
the  second  as  a  deposit.  Why  was  this  done?  he  was  resolved  not  to  conceal  them:  that 
Because,  when  you  enter  moneys  c^  this  kind,  he  thought  it  highly  dishonourable  so  to  do ; 
you  must  enter  them  under  some  name,  some  that  his  conscience  wouki  have  been  wounded, 
bead  of  account ;  and  I  entered  them,  he  says,  if  he  had  done  it ;  and  that  be  was  afraid 
under  these,  because  otherwise  there  was  no  it  would  be  thought,  that  this  discovery  was 
entering  them  at  all.  Is  this  true  ?  Will  he  brought  fi-oro  him  in  consequence  of  the  par- 
stick  to  this  ?  I  shall  desire  to  know  from  liamentary  inquiries.  Here,  he  says  of  a  dis> 
his  learned  council,  some  time  or  other,  whe-  covery,  which  he  values  himself  upon  making 
ther  that  is  a  point  he  will  take  issue  upon,  voluntarily,  that  he  is  afraid  it  should  be  at- 
Your  lordships  will  see  there  were  other  bribes  tributed  to  arise  fiom  motives  of  fear.  Now, 
of  his,  which  he  brought  under  a  regular  ofli-  at  last,  he  tells  you,  fipom  Cheltenham,  at  a 
cial  head,  namely,  durbar  c^^^es;  and  there  is  time  when  he  had  just  cause  to  dread  the 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  have  brought  strict  account,  to  which  he  is  called  this  day ; 
these  under  the  same  head.  Therefore  what  first,  that  he  cannot  tell  whether  any  one  mo- 
he  says,  that  there  is  no  other  way  of  entering  tive,  which  he  assigns,  either  in  this  letter 
them  but  as  loans  and  deposits,  is  not  true,  or  in  the  former,  were  his  real  motive  or  not ; 
He  next  says,  that  in  the  second  sum  there  that  he  does  not  know,  whether  he  has  not 
was  no  reason  for  concealment,  because  it  invented  them  since,  in  consequence  of  a  train 
was  avowed :  but  that  false  deposit  was  as  of  meditation,  upon  what  he  might  have  don^ 
much  concealment  as  the  false  loan,  for  he  or  might  have  said ;  and,  lastly,  he  axySj  con- 
entered  that  money  as  his  ovm ;  whereas  when  trary  to  all  his  former  dedaraticmsj  "  that  he 
be  had  a  mind  to  carry  any  money  to  the  com-  had  never  meant  nor  could  give  the  directors 
pany^s  account,  he  knew  how  to  do  it,  for  he  the  least  notice  of  them  at  all,  as  they  had 
had  been  accustomed  to  enter  it  under  a  answered  his  purpose,  and  he  had  dismissed 
general  name,  called  durbar  charges ;  a  name,  them  from  his  remembrance."  I  intended,  be 
which,  in  it3  extent  at  least,  was  very  much  says,  always  to  keep  them  secret,  though  I  have 
his  own  invention,  and  whidi,  as  he  gives  no  declared  to  you  solemnly,  over  and  over  again, 
account  of  those  charges,  is  as  large  and  sufli-  that  I  did  not.  I  do  aot  care  how  you  disco* 
cient  to  cover  any  firaiudulent  expenditure  in  vered  them ;  I  have  forgotten  them  ;  I  have 
the  account,  as,  one  would  think,  any  person  dismissed  them  fi'om  my  remembrance.  If 
could  wish.  You  see  him,  then,  first  guessing  this  the  viray,  in  which  money  ia  to  be  re- 
one  thing,  then  another ;  first  giving  this  reason,  ceived  and  accounted  for  ? 
then  another:  at  last,  however,  he  seems  to  He  then  proceeds  thus; "But  when  fortune 
be  satisfied  that  he  has  hit  upon  the  true  rea-  threw  a  sum  of  money  in  my  way,  of  a  magni- 
■on  of  his  conduct.  tude  which  could  not  be  concealed,  and  the 
Now  let  us  open  the  next  paragraph,  and  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  aituatioD  at  the 
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I  received  it,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  natioo  whatever  of  his  mode  of  aocouoting 
appearances ;  I  chose  to  apprize  my  employers  for  it  ?  No ;  and  here,  at  last,  after  so  many 
of  it,  ^ich  I  did  hastily  and  generally :  has-  years*  litigation,  he  is  called  to  account  for  his 
tily,  perhaps,  to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  prevaricating  faJse  accounts  in  Calcutta,  and 
activity  of  secret  calumny ;  and  generally,  be-  cannot  give  them  to  you. 
cause  I  knew  not  the  exact  amount,  of  which  His  explanation  of  his  conduct  relative  to 
I  was  in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  fiill  posses-  the  bonds,  now  only  remains  ibr  your  lord- 
sion.  I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  ships'  consideration.  Before  he  left  Calcutta 
result  as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  id  July  1784,  he  says,  when  he  was  going 
it ;  and,  in  the  performance  of  my  promise,  upon  a  service,  which  he  thought  a  service  of 
I  thought  it  consistent  with  it  to  add  to  the  danger,  he  indorsed  the  false  l^ds,  which  he 
amount  all  the  former  appropriations  of  the  had  taken  from  the  company,  declaring  them 
same  kind;  my  good  genius  then  suggesting  to  be  none  of  his.  You  will  observe,  that 
to  me,  with  a  spirit  of  caution,  whidb  might  these  bonds  had  been  in  his  hands  frmn  the 
have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology,  ninth  or  fifteenth  of  January  (I  am  not  quite 
had  I  universally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  sure  of  the  exact  date)  to  the  day  when  he 
suppressed  them,  and  they  were  afterwards  went  up<m  this  service,  some  time  in  the 
known,  I  might  be  asked,  what  were  my  mo-  month  of  July  1784.  This  service  he  had 
lives  for  withholding  a  part  of  these  receipts  formerly  declared  he  did  not  apprehend  to  be 
from  the  knowledge  of  die  court  of  directors,  a  service  of  danger :  but  he  foimd  it  to  be  so 
and  informing  them  of  the  rest,  it  being  my  after :  it  was  in  anticipation  of  that  danger, 
wish  to  clear  up  every  doubt.'*  I  am  aknost  that  lie  made  this  attestation  and  certifioite 
ashamed  to  remark  upon  the  tergiversations,  upon  the  bonds.  But  who  ever  saw  them? 
and  prevarications,  perpetually  ringing  the  Mr.  Larkins  saw  them,  says  he :  I  gave  them 
changes  in  this  declaration.  He  would  not  to  Mr.  Larkins.  We  will  show  you  hereafter, 
have  discovered  this  hundred  thousand  pounds,  that  Mr.  Larkins  deserves  no  credit  in  this 
if  he  could  have  concealed  it :  he  wouki  have  business  ;  that  honour  binds  him  not  to  dis- 
discovered  it,  lest  malicious  persons  should  cover  the  secrets  of  Mr.  Hastings.  But  why 
be  telling  tales  of  it.  He  has  a  system  of  con-  did  he  not  deliver  them  up  entirely,  when  he 
cealment ;  he  never  discovers  any  thing,  but  was  going  upon  that  service  ?  for  all  pretence 
when  he  thinks  it  can  be  forced  from  him.  of  concealment  in  the  business  was  now  at  an 
He  says,  indeed,  I  could  c<»iceal  these  things  end,  as  we  shall  prove.  Why  did  he  not  can- 
for  ever,  but  my  conscience  would  not  give  me  eel  these  bonds  ?  why  keep  Uiem  at  all  ?  why 
leave  :  but  it  is  guilt,  and  not  honesty  of  con-  not  enter  truly  the  state  of  the  account  in  the 
science,  that  always  prompts  him.  At  one  company's  records.  But  I  indorsed  them,  he 
time  it  is  the  malice  of  people  and  the  fear  says :  Did  you  deliver  them  so  indorsed  into 
of  misrepresentation,  which  induced  him  to  the  treasury  ?  No,  I  delivered  them  indorsed 
make  the  disclosure  ;  and  he  values  himself  into  the  hands  of  my  bribe-broker  and  agent, 
on  the  precaution,  which  this  fear  had  sug-  But  why  not  destroy  them  or  give  them  up  to 
gested  to  him.  At  another  time  it  is  the  mag-  the  company,  and  say  you  were  paid,  which 
nitude  of  the  sum,  which  produced  this  effect :  would  have  been  the  only  truth  in  this  transao- 
nothing  but  the  impossibility  of  concealing  it  tion?  Why  did  you  not  indorse  them  before? 
could  possibly  have  made  him  discover  it.  why  not  during  the  long  period  of  so  many 
This  hundred  thousand  pounds  he  declares  years,  cancel  them  ?  No,  he  kept  them  to 
he  would  have  concealed,  if  he  could,  and  yet  the  very  day  when  he  was  going  from  Calcutta, 
he  values  himself  upon  the  discovery  of  it.  and  had  made  a  declaration,  that  they  were 
Oh,  my  lords,  I  am  afraid  that  sums  of  much  not  his.  Never  before,  upon  any  account, 
greater  magnitude  have  not  been  discovered  had  they  appeared ;  and  though  the  committee 
at  all.  Your  lordships  now  see  some  of  the  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  eleventh  re- 
artifices  of  this  letter.  You  see  the  variety  port,  had  remarked  upon  all  tliese  scandalous 
of  styles  he  adopts,  and  how  he  turns  himself  proceedings  and  prevarications,  yet  he  was  not 
into  every  shape,  and  every  form.  But  after  stimulated,  even  then,  to  give  up  these  hoods, 
all,  do  you  find  any  clear  discovery  ?  do  you  He  heki  them  in  his  hands,  till  the  time  when 
find  any  satisfactory  answer  to  the  directors'  he  was  prqMuing  for  his  departure  firom  Cal- 
letter  ?  does  he  once  tell  you  from  whom  he  cutta,  in  spite  of  the  directors,  in  spite  of  tha 
received  the  money  ?  does  he  tell  you  for  parliament,  in  spite  of  the  cries  of  his  own 
what  he  received  it  ?  what  the  circumstances  conscience,  in  a  matter,  which  was  now  grown 
of  the  persons  giving  it  were,  or  any  ezpla-  public,  and  would  knock  doubly  upoo  Iub  i^ 
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potation  and  conduct.    He  then  declares,  thej 

are  not  for  his  own  use,  but  for  the  compan/s  TRIA  L,—T  H  U  R  S  D  A  Y, 

■errice.      But  were  they  then  cancelled  ?  I  May  7th,  1789. 

do  not  find  a  trace  of  their  being  cancelled. 

In  this  letter  of  the  17ih  of  January  1785,  he  (Mr.  Burxe.) 

■ays,  "  With  regard  to  these  bonds  :  the  fol> 

lowing  sums  were  paid  into  the  treasury,  and         My  Lords, — When  I  had  the  h<»K)ur  last 

bonds  granted  for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  to  address  you  from  this  place,  I  endeavoured 

the  govemour-general,  in  whose  possession  the  to  press  this  position  upon  your  minds,  and  to 

bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  fortify  it  by  the  example  of  the  proceedings  of 

indorsed,  and  signed  by  him,  that  ho  has  no  Mr.  Hastings,  that  obscurity  and  inaccuracies 

claim  on  the  company  for  the  amount  either  of  in  a  matter  of  account  constituted  a  just  pre- 

principal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the  latter  hav-  sumption  of  fraud.    I  showed,  from  his  own 

ing  been  received.''  letters,  that  his  accounts  were  confused  and  in- 

To  the  account  of  the  twenty-second  of  May,  accurate.    I  am  ready,  my  lords,  to  admit,  that 

of  the  indorsement,  is  added  the  declaration  (here  are  situations,  in  which  a  minister,  io 

upon  oath.    But  why  any  man  need  to  declare  high  office,  may  use  concealment  ;  it  may  be 

upon  oath,  that  the  money,  which  he  has  fraud-  his  duty  to  use  concealment  from  the  enemies  of 

ulently  taken  and  concealed  -from  another  per-  his  masters ;  it  may  be  prudent  to  use  conceal- 

■un,  is  not  his,  is  the  most  extraordinary  thing  ment  from  his  inferiours  in  the  service.  It  wiD 

in  the  world :  If  he  had  a  mind  to  have  it  plac-  always  be  suspicious  to  use  concealment  from 

ed  to  his  credit  as  his  own,  then  an  oath  would  his  colleagues,  and  co-ordinates  in  office.    But 

be  necessary :  but,  in  this  case,  any  one  would  when,  in  a  money  transaction,  any  man  uses 

believe  him  upon  his  word.    He  comes,  how-  concealment  with  regard  to  tliera  to  whom  the 

ever,  and  says,  This  is  indorsed  upon  oath,  money  belongs,  he  is  guilty  of  a  Iraud.    My 

oath !  before  what  magistrate  ?  in  whose  pos-  lords,  I  have  shown  you,  that  Mr.  Hastings 

■ession  were  the  bonds  ?  were  they  given  up  ?  kept  no  account,  by  his  own  confession,  of  the 

There  is  no  trace  of  that  upon  the  record,  and  moneys,  that  he  had  privately  taken,  as  he  pre- 

it  stands  for  him  to  prove,  that  they  were  ever  tends,  for  the  company's  service,  and  we  have 

given  up,  and  in  any  hands  but  Mr.  Larkins's  but  too  much  reason  to  presume,  for  his  own. 

and  his  own.     So  here  are  the  bonds,  began  in  We  have  shown  you,  my  lords,  that  he  has  not  • 

obscurity  and  ending  in  obscurity,  ashes  to  cmly  no  accounts,  but  no  memory :  we  have 

ashes,  dust  to  dust,  corruption  to  corruption,  shown,  that  he  does  not  even  understand  his 

and  fraud  to  fraud.    This  is  all  we  see  of  these  own  motives ;  that,  when  called  upon  to  recol- 

bonds,  till  Mr.  Larkins,  to  whom  he  writes  some  lect  them,  he  begs  to  guess  at  them  ;  and  that 

letter  concerning  them,  which  does  not  appear,  as  his  memory  is  to  be  supplied  by  his  guess, 

is  called  to  read  a  funeral  sermon  over  them.  ao  he  has  no  confidence  in  his  guesses.    He 

My  lords,  I  am  come  now  near  the  period  of  at  first  finds,  afler  a  lapse  of  about  a  year  am^ 

this  class  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.     I  am  a  half  or  somewhat  less,  that  he  cannot  recoHea 

little  exhausted.     There  are  many  circum-  what  his  motives    were  to   certain  actions, 

stances,  that  might  make  me  wish  not  to  delay  which  upon  the  very  face  of  them  appeared 

this  business  by  taking  up  another  day  at  your  fraudulent.    He  is  called  to  an  account  some 

lordships'  bar,  in  order  to  go  through  this  long  years  after,  to  explain  what  they  were,  and  he 

intricate  scene  of  corruption.    But  my  strength  makes  a  just  reflection  upon  it :  namely,  that 

now  fails  me.    I  hope  within  a  very  short  time,  as  his  memory  did  not  enable  him  to  find  out 

to-morrow  or  the  next  court  day,  to  finbh  it,  and  his  own  motive  at  the  former  time,  it  is  not  to 

to  go  directly  into  evidence,  as  I  long  much  to  be  expected  that  it  would  be  clearer  a  year 

do,  to  substantiate  the  charge  ;  but  it  was  ne-  afler.    Your  lordships  will,  however,  recollect 

cessary  that  the  evidence  should  be  explained,  that  in  the  Cheltenham  letter,  which  is  made 

Tou  have  heard  as  much  of  the  drama  as  I  of  no  perishable  stuff,  he  begins  again  to  guess; 

could  go  through ;  bear  with  my  weakness  a  but  afler  he  has  guessed,  and  guessed  again, 

little.  Mr.  Larkins's  letter  will  be  the  epilogue  and  after  he  has  gone  through  dl  the  motives 

to  it    I  have  already  incurred  the  censure  he  can  possibly  assign  for  the  action,  he  tells 

of  the  prisoner ;  I  meaP  to  increase  it  by  you,  he  does  not  know,  whether  those  were 

bringing  home  to  him  the  proof  of  his  crimes,  his  real  motives,  or  whether  he  has  not  in- 

Md  to  display  them  in  all  their  force  and  tur*  vented  them  since. 

pitude.    It  is  my  doty  to  do  it;  I  feel  it  an        In  that  situation  the  accounts  of  the  corn- 
obligation  nearest  to  my  heart.  pany  were  left,  with  regard  to  very  great  i 
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which  passed  through  Mr.  Hastings's  hands,  tide  by  article,  upon  all  that  obscure  enume- 
and  for  which  he,  instead  of  giving  his  masters  ration  of  bribes,  which  the  court  of  directors 
credit,  took  credit  to  himself;  and,  being  their  declared  they  did  not  understand ;  but  he  de- 
debtor,  as  he  confesses  himself  to  be,  at  that  clared,  that  he  could  speak  nothing  with  regard 
time,  took  a  security  for  that  debt,  as  if  he  had  to  any  of  these  transactions,  and  that  he  had 
been  their  creditor.    This  required  explana-  got  no  instructions  to  explain  any  part  of  them. 
tioQ :  explanation  he  was  called  upon  for,  over  There  was  but  one  circumstance,  which  in  the 
and  over  again :  explanation  he  did  not  give,  course  of  his  examination  we  drew  from  him, 
and  declared,  he  could  not   give.    He  was  namely,  that  one  of  these  articles,  entered  in 
called  upon  for  it  when  in  India  ;  he  had  not  the  account  of  the  22d  of  May,  as  a  deposit, 
leisure  to  attend  to  it  there.    He  was  called  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Hasimgs  as  a 
upon  for  it  when  in  Europe ;  he  then  says,  he  bribe  from  Cheil  Sing:  he  produced  an  extract 
must  send  for  it  to  India.    With  much  pre-  of  a  letter  relative  to  it,  which  your  lordships 
varication,  and  much  insolence  too,  he  con-  in  the  course  of  this  trial  may  see,  and  which 
fesses  himself  guilty  of  falsifying  the  com-  will  lead  us  into  a  further  and  more  minute 
pany's  accounts  by  making  himself  their  ere-  inquiry  on  that  head ;  but  when  that  committee 
ditor,  when  he  was  their  debtor,  and  giving  made  their  report  in  1783,  not  one  single  ar- 
false  accounts  of  this  false  transaction.    The  tide  had  been  explained  to  parliament,  not  one 
court  of  directors  was  slow  to  believe  him  explained  to  the  company,  except  this  bribe  of 
guilty ;  parliament  expressed  a  strong  suspi-  Cheit  Sing,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  never 
cion  of  his  guilt,  and  wished  for  further  infor-  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  East- 
matioD.  Mr.  Hastings,  about  this  time,  began  India  Company,  either  by  himself,  nor,  as  far 
to  imagine  his  conscience  to  be  a  faithful  and  as  we  could  find  out,  by  his  agent ;  nor  was  it 
true  monitor,  which  it  were  well  he  had  at-  at  last  otherwise  discovered,  than  as  it  was 
tended  to  upon  many  occasions,  as  it  would  drawn  out  from  him  by  a  long  examinaticm  in 
have  saved  him  his  appearance  here;  and  it  thecommitteeof  the  House  of  Commcms.  And 
told  him,  that  he  was  in  great  danger  from  the  thus,  notwithstanding  the  letters  he  had  writ- 
parliamentary  inquiries,  that  were  going  on.  ten,  and  the  agents  he  employed,  he  seemed 
It  was  now  to  be  expected,  that  he  would  have  absolutely  and  firmly  resolved  to  give  his  em- 
been  in  haste  to  fulfil  the  promise,  which  he  ployers  no  satisfaction  at  all.    What  is  curious 
had  made  in  the  Patna  letter  of  the  20th  of  in  this  proceeding  is,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  all 
January  1782 ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that  the  time  he  conceals,  endeavours  to  get  him- 
about  diis  time  his  first  agent,  Major  Fairfax,  self  the  credit  of  a  discovery.    Your  lordshiffs 
was  sent  over  to  Europe,  which  agent  entered  have  seen  what  his  discovery  is ;  but  Mr.  Has- 
himself  at  the  India  house,  and  appeared  be-  tings,  among  his  other  very  extraordinary  ao- 
fi>re  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  quisitions,  has  found  an  efTectual  method  of 
as  an   agent  expressly  sent  over  to  explain  concealment  through  discovery.  I  will  venture 
whatever  might  appear  doubtful  in  his  conduct,  to  say,  that  whatever  suspicions  there  might 
Major  Fairfax,  notwithstanding  the  character  have  been  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes,  there  was 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  employed  him,  appear-  more  effectual  concealment  in  regard  to  every 
ed  to  be  but  a  letter  carrier:  he  had  nothing  circumstance  respecting  them  in  that  disco- 
to  say,  he  gave  them  no  information  in  the  very,  than  if  he  had  kept  a  total   silence. 
India  house  at  all ;  to  the  committee  (I  can  Other  means  of  discovery  might  have  been 
speak  with  the  clearness  of  a  witness)  he  gave  found,  but  this  standing  in  the  way,  prevented 
us  no  satisfaction  whatever.    However,  this  the  employment  of  those  means, 
agent  vanished  in  a  moment  in  order  to  make  Things  continued  in  this  state,  till  the  time 
way  for  another  more  substantial,  more  efli-  of  the  letter  from  Cheltenham :  the  Chelten- 
cient  agent :  an  agent  perfectly  known  in  this  ham  letter  declared,  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew 
country.    An  agent  known  by  the  name  given  nothing  of  the  matter :  that  he  had  brou^t 
to  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  like  the  princes  with  him  no  accounts,  to  England,  upon  the 
of  the  East  gives  titles;  he  calls  him  an  in-  subject;   and  though  it  appears  by  this  very 
comparable  agent ;  and  by  that  name  he  is  very  letter,  that  he  had  with  him  at  Cheltenham 
well  known  to  your  lordships,  and  the  world,  (if  he  wrote  the  letter  at  Cheltenham)  a  great 
This  agent.  Major  Scott,  who,  I  believe,  was  deal  of  his  other  correspondence :  that  he  had 
here  prior  to  the  time  of  Major  Fairfax's  his  letter  of  the  22d  of  May  with  him,  yet  any 
arrival,  in  the  character  of  an  agent,  and  for  account,  that  could  elucidate  that  letter,  he  de- 
the  very  same  purposes,  was  called  before  the  clared  that  he  had  not :  but  he  hinted,  that  a 
committee,  and  examined  pwA  by  point,  ai^  Mr.  Larkins  in  India,  whom  your  loidsbipi 


473  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 

win  be  better  acquainted  with,  was  perfectly  conscience,  and  all  his  accounts,  did,  at  kit, 
apprized  of  all  that  transaction.  Your  lord-  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Hastings's  desire, 
ships  will  observe,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  all  think  proper  to  send  an  account.  Then  at 
bis  faculties,  some  way  or  other,  in  deposit ;  last,  we  may  expect  light.  Where  are  we  to 
one  person  can  speak  to  his  motives ;  another  look  for  accounts  but  from  an  accountant-ge* 
knows  his  fortune  better  than  himself;  to  others  ncral  ?  Where  are  they  to  be  met  with,  unless 
be  commits  the  sentimental  parts  of  his  defence;  from  him  ?  and,  accordingly,  in  that  nigbt  of 
to  Mr.  Larkins  he  commits  his  memory.  We  perplexity,  into  which  Mr.  Hastings's  corre- 
riiall  see  what  a  trustee  of  memory  Mr.  Lar-  spondence  had  plunged  thera,  men  kx^ed  up  to 
kins  is,  and  how  far  he  answers  the  purpose,  the  dawning  of  the  day,  which  was  to  follow 
which  might  be  expected  when  appealed  to  by  that  star  ;  the  little  Lucifer,  which,  with  his 
a  man,  who  has  no  memory  himself,  or  who  lamp,  was  to  dispel  the  shades  of  night,  and 
has  led  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  ;  and  give  us  some  sort  of  light  into  this  dark  rays' 
who  leaves  it  to  another  to  explain  for  him  ac-  terious  transaction.  At  last,  the  little  buiq) 
counts,  which  he  ought  to  have  kept  himself,  appeared,  and  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
andcircumstances,  which  ought  to  be  deposited  House  df  Conunons,  on  the  moticm  of  Mr. 
in  his  own  memory.  Hastings's  friend  ;  for  we  did  not  know  of  its 
This  Cheltenham  letter,  I  believe,  origi-  arrival.  It  arrives,  with  all  the  intelligence, 
nally  became  known,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  to  all  the  memory,  accuracy,  and  clearness,  whidi 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  a  motion  of  Mr.  Mr.  Larkins  can  fijmish  for  Mr.  Hastings, 
Hastings's  own  agent :  I  do  not  like  to  be  posi-  upon  a  business,  that,  before,  was  nothing  but 
tive  upon  that  point ;  but,  I  think,  that  was  the  mystery  and  coniusion.  The  account  is  (»lled 
first  appearance  of  it.  It  appeared  likewise  in  **  Cq>y  of  the  particulars  of  the  dates,  on 
public ;  for,  it  was  thought  so  extraordinary  whidi  the  component  parts  of  sundry  sums  in- 
and  laborious  a  performance,  by  the  writer,  or  eluded  in  the  account  of  sums  received  on  the 
his  friends,  as  indeed  it  is,  that  it  might  serve  account  of  the  honourable  company  by  the  go- 
to open  a  new  source  of  eloquence  in  the  king-  vemour>general,  or  paid  to  their  treasury  by  his 
dom ;  and,  c(msequently,  was  printed,  I  be-  order,  and  applied  to  their  service,  when  re- 
lieve, at  the  desire  of  the  parties  themselves,  ceived  for  Mr.  Hastings,  and  paid  to  sub-trea- 
But,  however  it  became  known,  it  raised  an  surer."  The  letter  fi'om  Mr.  Larkins  consist- 
extreme  curiosity  in  the  public  to  hear,  when  ed  of  two  parts ;  first,  what  was  so  much 
Mr.  Hastings  could  say  nothing,  after  so  many  wanted,  an  account ;  next,  what  was  wanted 
years,  of  his  own  concerns  and  his  own  affairs,  most  of  all  to  such  an  account  as  he  sent,  a 
what  satisfaction  Mr.  Larkins,  at  last,  would  conunent  and  explanation.  The  account  coo- 
give  concerning  them.  This  letter  was  direct-  sisted  of  two  members ;  <Hie  gave  an  account 
ed  to  Mr.  Devaynes,  chairman  of  the  court  of  several  detached  bribes,  that  Mr.  Hastings 
of  directors.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  had  received  within  the  course  of  about  a 
court  of  directors  wrote  any  thing  to  India  in  year  and  a  half;  and,  the  other,  of  a  great 
consequence  of  it,  or  that  they  directed  this  bribe,  which  he  had  received  in  <Hie  gross  sum 
satisfactory  account  of  the  business  should  be  of  100,0001.  fit>m  the  nabob  of  Dude.  It  ap- 
given  them ;  but  some  private  conununications  peared  to  us,  upon  looking  into  these  accounts, 
passed  between  Mr.  Hastings,  or  his  agents,  that  there  was  some  geography,  a  little  bad 
and  Mr.  Larkins.  There  was  a  general  ex-  chronology,  but  nothing  else  in  the  first ;  nci- 
pectation  upon  this  occasion,  I  believe,  in  the  ther  the  persons,  who  took  the  money,  nor  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  nation  at  large,  persons,  from  whom  it  was  taken,  nor  the  ends, 
to  know  what  would  become  of  the  portentous  for  which  it  was  givra,  nor  any  other  circum- 
inquiry.  Mr.  Hastings  has  always  contrived  stances,  are  menti(med. 
to  have  half  the  globe  between  question  and  The  first  thing  we  saw  was  Dinagqxfre.  I 
answer ;  when  he  was  in  India,  the  question  believe  you  know  this  piece  of  geography, 
went  to  him,  and  then  he  adjourned  his  an-  that  it  is  one  of  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
swer  till  he  came  to  England;  and,  when  he  of  Bengal.  We  then  have  a  long  series  of 
came  to  England,  it  was  necessary  his  answer  months,  with  a  number  of  sums  add^  to  them ; 
should  arrive  from  India  ;  so  that  there  is  no  and  in  the  end,  it  is  said,  that  on  the  18th  and 
naanner  of  doubt,  that  all  time  was  given  for  19th  of  Assin,  meaning  part  of  September  and 
digesting,  comparing,  collating,  and  making  part  of  October,  were  paid  to  Mr.  Croftes,  two 
up  a  perfect  memory  upon  the  occasion.  But,  lacks  of  rupees ;  and  then  remains  one  lack, 
my  lords,  Mr.  Larkins,  who  basin  custody  which  was  taken  from  a  sum  of  three  ladts  six 
Mr.  Hastings's  memory,  no  small  part  of  his  thousandninehnndredandseTenty-three  rupees. 
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After  we  had  waited  for  Mr.  Hastings's  own  kmadf,  when  you  are  hunting  to  get  at  Bome 
account ;  after  it  had  been  pursued  through  a  explanation  of  the  proceedings  mentioned  in 
series  of  correspondence   in  vain  ;  after  his  the  letter  of  the  month  of  May  1782,  you  re> 
agents  had  come  to  England  to  explain  it,  this  ceive  here,  by  Mr.  Larkins's  letter,  which  is 
is  the  explanation  that  your  lordships  have  got  dated  the  5th  of  August  1786,  this  account ; 
of  this  firat  article,  Dinagepore ;  not  the  person  which,  to  be  sure,  gives  an  amazing  light  into 
paid  to,  not  the  person  paying,  are  mentioned,  this  business  :  it  is  a  letter,  for  which  it  was 
nor  any  other  circumstance,  except  the  signa-  worth  sending  to  Bengal,  worth  'waiting  for 
ture,  G.  O.  S, ;  this  might  serve  for  George  with  all  that  anxious  expectation,  with  which 
Gilbert  Sandera,  or  any  other  name  you  please :  men  wait  for  great  events.    Upon  the  face  of 
and  seeing  Crojlea  above  it,  you  might  ima-  the  account  there  is  not  one  single  word,  which 
gine  it  was  an  Englishman :  and  this,  which  can  tend  to  illustrate  the  matter :  He  sums  up 
I  call  a  geographical  and  a  chronological  ac-  the  whole,  and  makes  out,  that  there  was  re- 
count, is  the  only  account  we  have.  Mr.  Lar-  ceived  five  lacks  and  50,000  rupees ;  that  is  to 
kins,  upon  the  mere  hce  of  the  account,  sadly  say,  £.55,000  out  of  the  sum  of  nine  lacks 
disappoints  us ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  and  50,000  engaged  to  be  paid — namely 
in  matters  of  account  Bengal  book-keeping  is  From  Dinagepore          -        -        4,00,000 
as   remote  from  good  book-keeping,  as  the  From  Nuddea    -        -        .           1,60.000 
Bengal  pamchea  are  remote  from  all  the  rules  And  firom  Patna       ...    4,00,000 
of  good  compositi(Hi.  — — — — 
We  have  however  got  some  light;  namely,  9,50,000 
that  one  G.  G.  S.  has  paid  some  money  to  — — 
Mr.   Croftes  for   some  purpose;   but,  from  Or  £.95,000 
whom,  we  know  not,  nor  where :  that  there  is  — — 
a  place  called  Dinagepore,  and  that  Mr.  Ha»>  Now  you  have  got  full  light !  Cabooleat  sig- 
tings  received  some  money  from  somebody  in  nifies  a  contract,  or  an  agreement;  and  this 
Dinagepore.  agreement  was  to  pay  Mr.  Hastings,  as  one 
The  next  article  is  Patna,    Tour  lordships  should  think,  certain  sums  of  money ;  it  does 
are  not  so  ill  acquainted  with  the  geography  not  say  from  whom,  but  only  that  such  a  sum 
of  India,  as  not  to  know,  that  there  is  such  a  of  money  was  paid,  and  that  there  remains  such 
place  as  Patna^  nor  so  ill  acquainted  with  the  a  balance.    When  you  come  and  compare  the 
chronology  of  it,  as  not  to  know,  that  there  money  received  by  Mr.  Croftes  with  these  ca- 
are  three  months  called  Bysack,  Assin,  Cheit.  booleats,  you  find  that  the  cabooleats  amount 
Here  was  paid  to  Mr.  Croftes  two  lacks  of  to   £.95,000,  and  that  the  receipt  has  been 
rupees,  and  there  was  left  a  balance  of  about  about  £.55,000,  and  that  upon  the  &ce  of  this 
two  more.  account,  there  is  £40,000 somewhere  or  other 
But,  though  you  learn,  with  regard  to  the  unaccounted  for.    There  never  was  such  a 
province  of  Dinagepore,  that  there  is  a  ba-  mode  of  account  keeping,  except  in  the  new 
lance  to  be  discharged  by  G.  G.  S. ;  yet,  with  system  of  this  bribe  exchequer, 
regard  to  Patna,  we  have  not  even  a  G.  G.  Your  lordships  will  now  see,  from  this  lumi- 
S.;  we  have  no  sort  of  light  whatever  to  know  nous,  satisfactory,  and  clear  account,  which 
through  whose  hands  the  money  passed,  nor  any  could  come  from  no  other  than  a  great  account- 
glimpse  of  light  whatever  respecting  it.   You  ant  and  a  great  financier,  establishing  some 
may  expect  to  be  made  amends  in  the  other  new  sjrstem  of  finance,  and  recommending  it 
province,  called  Nuddea^  where  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  world  as  superior  to  those  old-fashioned 
had  received  a  considerable  sum  of  mcmey:  foolish  establishments,  the  exchequer  and  bank 
there  is  the  very  same  darkness ;  not  a  word  of  England,  what  lights  are  received  from  Mr. 
from  whom  received,  by  whom  received,  or  Hastings. 

any  other  circumstance,  but  that  it  was  paid  However,  it  does  so  happen,  that  from  these 

into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings's  wluJte  ban'  obscure  hints  we  have  been  able  to  institute 

yon,  as  he  was  commonly  called  in  that  country,  examinations,  which  have  discovered  such  a 

into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Croftes,  who  is  his  mass  of  fraud,  guih,  corruption,  and  oppres- 

white  agent  in  receiving  bribes;  for  he  was  sion,  as  probably  never  before  existed  since 

very  far  from  havmg  but  one.  the  beginning  of  the  world:  and  in  that  daiie- 

After  all  this  inquiry,  after  so  many  severe  ness,  we  hope  and  trust,  the  diligence  and  zeal 

animadversions  fi'om  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  House  of  Commons  will  find  light  su^ 

after  all  those  reiterated  letters  fixxn  the  direo-  ficient  to  make  a  full  discovery  of  his  base 

tors,  afisr  an  application  to  Mr.  Hastings  crimes.    We  hope  and  trust,  that  after  all  his 
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ooocealment«,  and,  though  he  appear  readved  and  unmutable  rules  of  morality,  and  af^Man 

to  die  in  the  last  dyke  of  prevarication,  all  his  in  its  substance  alien  to  them,  changes  its  na- 

artifices  will  not  be  able  to  secure  him  from  ture,and  instead  of  justifying  a  breach  of  dutyi 

the  siege,  which  the  diligence  of  the  House  of  aggravates  all  its  mischiefs  to  an  almost  infinite 

Commons  has  laid  to  his  corruptions.  degree ;  by  the  apparent  lustre  of  the  surface. 

Your  lordships  will  remark  in  a  paragraph,  it  hides  from  you  the  baseness  and  deformity 
which,  though  it  stands  last,  is  the  fiist  in  prin-  of  the  ground :  here  is  Mr.  Hastings's  agent, 
ciple,  in  Mr.  Larkins's  letter,  that,  having  Mr.  Larkins,  the  company's  general  account- 
before  given  his  comment,  he  perorates,  as  is  ant,  prefers  his  attachment  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
natural,  upon  such  an  occasion.  This  perora-  to  his  duty  to  the  company.  Instead  d*  the  ac- 
tion, as  is  usual  in  perorations,  is  in  favour  of  count,  which  he  ought  to  give  to  them,  inoon- 
the  parties  speaking  it,  an  ad  condhcmdwn  sequence  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  thinks 
auditorem.  "  Conscious,  (he  says)  that  the  himself  bound  by  honour  to  Mr.  Hastings,  if 
concern,  which  I  have  had  in  these  transac-  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  called  for  that  ezplanar 
tions,  needs  neither  an  apology  nor  an  ex-  tion,  not  to  have  given  it ;  so  that  whatever 
cuse  ; — that  is  rather  extraordinary  too! — and  obscurity  is  in  this  explanation,  it  is  because 
that  I  have  in  no  action  of  my  life  sacrificed  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  authorize  or  require  him 
the  duty  and  fidelity  which  I  owed  to  my  ho-  to  give  a  clearer :  Here  is  a  principle  of  trea- 
nourable  employers,  either  to  the  regard,  which  cherous  fidelity  ;  of  perfidious  hcnour ;  of  the 
I  felt  for  another,  or  to  the  advancement  of  my  faith  of  conspirators  against  their  masters ;  the 
own  fortune,  I  shall  conclude  this  address,  fiiith  of  robbers  against  the  public,  heM  up, 
firmly  relying  upon  the  candour  of  those,  be-  against  the  duty  of  an  officer  in  a  public  sitoa- 
fbre  whom  it  may  be  submitted,  for  its  being  tion.  You  see,  how  they  are  bound  to  one 
deemed  a  satisfactory  as  well  as  a  circumstan-  another,  and  how  they  give  their  fideli^  to 
tial  compliance  with  the  requisition,  in  con-  keep  the  secrets  (^  one  another,  to  prevent 
formity  to  which  the  information  it  affords  has  the  directors  having  a  true  knowledge  of  their 
been  furnished  ;"  meaning,  as  your  lordships  affairs ;  and,  I  am  sure,  if  you  do  not  destroy 
will  see  in  the  whole  course  of  the  letter,  that  this  honour  of  conspirators,  and  this  &ith  of 
he  had  written  it  in  compliance  with  the  re-  robbers,  that  there  will  ro  no  other  honour  and 
quisition,  and  in  conformity  to  the  information  no  other  fidelity  among  the  servants  in  India, 
he  had  been  furnished  with  by  Mr.  Hastings; —  Mr.  Larkins,  your  lordships  see,  adheres  to 
*'  without  which  it  would  have  been  as  base  as  the  principle  of  secrecy ;  you  will  next  remark, 
dishonourable  for  me  spontaneously  to  have  af*  that  Mr.  Hastings  haid  as  many  bribe-factors 
forded  it ;  for  though  the  duty,  whidi  every  man  as  bribes ;  there  was  c(Mifidence  to  be  reposed 
owes  to  himself,  should  render  him  incapable  in  each  of  them,  and  not  one  of  these  men  ap- 
of  making  an  assertion  not  strictly  true,  no  pears  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  another.  You 
man,  actuated  either  by  virtuous  or  honour-  will  find,  in  this  letter,  the  policy,  the  frame, 
able  sentiments,  could  mistakenly  apprehend,  and  constitution  of  this  new  exchequer.  Mr. 
that  unless  he  betrayed  the  confidence  reposed  Croftes  seems  to  have  known  things,  which  Mr. 
in  him  by  another,  he  might  be  deemed  defi-  Larkins  did  not :  Mr.  Larkins  knew  things, 
cient  in  fidelity  to  his  employers."  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  did  not    Gunga 

My  lords,  here   is,  in  my  opinion,  a  dis-  Govin  Sing  knew  things,  which  none  of  the 

covery  very  well  worthy  your  lordships'  atten-  rest  of  the  confederates  knew.    Cantoo  Baboo, 

tion;   here  is  the  accountant-general  of  the  who  appears  in  this  letter  as  a  principal  actor, 

company,  who  declares,  and  fixes  it,  as  a  point  was  in  a  secret,  which  Mr.  Larkins  did  not 

of  honour,  that  he  would  not  have  made  a  dis-  know.    It  appears,  likewise,  that  there  was  a 

covery  so  important  to  tliem,  if  Mr.  Hastings  Persian  moonshee  in  a  secret,  of  which  Cantoo 

himself  had  not  authorized  him  to  make  it :  a  Baboo  was  ignorant ;  and  it  appears,  that  Mr. 

point  to  which  he  considers  himself  bound,  by  Palmer  was  in  the  secret  of  a  transaction,  not 

his  honour,  to  adhere.    Let  us  see,  what  be-  intrusted  to  any   of  the  rest.    Such  is  the 

comes  of  us,  when  the  principle  of  honour  is  labyrinth  of  this  practical  pcdnchct  or  screw, 

BO  debauched  and  perverted.    A  principle  of  that  if,  for  instance,  you  were  endeavouring  to 

honour,  as  long  as  it  is  connected  with  virtue,  trace  backwards   some   transaction    through 

adds  no  small  efficacy  to  its  operation,  and  Major  Palmer,  you  would  be  stopped  there ; 

no  small  brilliancy  and  lustre  to  its  appear*  and  must  go  back  again,  for  it  had  begun  with 

ance ;  but  honour,  the  moment  that  it  becomes  Cantoo  Baboo.    If  in  another  you  were  to 

unconnected  with  the  duties  of  official  funo-  penetrate  into  the  recess  of  the  black  breast  of 

iion„with  the  relations  of  life,  and  the  eternal  Canto  Baboo,  you  could  not  go  further ;  for  it 
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began  with  Qunga  G^vin  Sing.    If  you  pierce  army,  unless  he  had  obtained  some  such  supplyi 
the  breast  of  Gunga  Grovin  Sing,  you  are  again  as  that  which  he  afterwards,  viz.  on  the  22d 
stopped ;  a  Persian  raoonshee  was  the  confi-  May  1782,  made  known  to  me,  when  I  im- 
dential    agent.    If  you  get  beyond  this,  you  mediately  suggested  to  him  the  necessity  of 
find  Mr.  Larkins  knew  something,  which  the  his  transmitting  that  account,  which  accom- 
others   did   not ;  and  at  last,  you  find,  Mr.  panied  his  letter  of  that  date,  till  when  the 
Hastings  did  not  put  entire  confidence  in  any  promise  contained  in  his  letter  of  20th  January 
of  them.    You  will  see,  by  this  letter,  that  he  had  entirely  escaped  his  recollection." 
kept  his  accounts  in  all  colours,  black,  white,  The  first  thing  I  would  remark  on  this,  and 
and  mezzotinto :  that  he  kept  them  in  all  Ian-  I  believe  your  lordships  have  rather  gone 
guages ;   in  Persian,  in  Bengallee,  and  in  a  before  me  in  the  remark,  is,  that  Mr.  Ha»- 
language,  which,  I  believe,  is  neither  Persian,  tings  came  down  to  Calcutta  on  the  5th  of  Fe- 
nor  Bengallee,  nor  any  other  known  in  the  bruary,  that  then,  or  a  few  days  after,  he  caHs 
world ;  but  a  language,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  to  him  his  confidential  and  faithful  friend,  (pot 
found  it  proper  to  keep  his  accounts  and  to  his  ofiicial  secretary,  for  he  trusted  none  of 
transact  his  business.    The  persons  carrying  his  regular  secretaries  with  these  transao- 
on  the  accounts  are,  Mr.  Larkins,  an  English-  tions,)  he  calls  him  to  help  him  to  make  out 
man,  Cantoo  Baboo,  a  Gentoo,  and  a  Persian  his  accounts  during  his  absence.    You  woul4 
moonshee,  probably  a  Mahomedan.    So  all  imagine,  that  at  that  time,  he  trusted  this  man 
languages,    all   religions,  all  descriptions  of  with  his  account :  no  such  thing ;  he  goes  on 
men,  are  to  keep  the  account  of  these  bribes,  with  the  accountant-general,  accounting  with 
and  to  make  out  this  valuable  account,  which  him  for  money  expended,  without  ever  explain- 
Mr.  Larkins  gave  you !  ing  to  that  accountant-general  how  that  money 
Let  us   now    see,  how  far  the  memory,  came  into  his  hands.    Here,  then,  we  have 
observation,  and  knowledge  of  the  persons  the  accountant  making  out  the  account,  and 
referred  to,  can  supply  the  want  of  them   in  the  person  accounting  ;  the  accountant  does 
Mr.  Hastings.    These  accounts  come  at  last,  not  in  any  manner  make  an  objection,  and 
though   late,  from  Mr. .Larkins,  who  I  will  say.  Here  you  are  giving  me  an  account,  by 
venture  to  say,  let  the  banyans  boast  what  which   it  appears,  that  you  have  expended 
they  will,  has  skill  perhaps  equal  to  the  best  money,  but  you  have  not  told  me,  where  you 
of  them:  he  begins  by  explaining  to  you  some-  received  it:  how  shall  I  make  out  a  fair  ao- 
thing  concerning  the  present  of  the  ten  lacks,  count  of  debtor  and  creditor,  between  you 
I  wish  your  lordships  always  to  take  Mr.  Has-  and  the  company  ?    He  does  no  such  thing, 
tings^s  word,  where    it  can  be  had,  or  Mr.  There  lies  a  suspicion  in  his  breast,  that  Mr. 
Larkins's,  who  was  the  representative  of,  and  Hastings  must  have  taken  some  money,  in 
memory  keeper  to,  Mr.  Hastings ;  and,  then,  some  irregular  way,  or  he  could  not  have  made 
I  may  perhaps  take  the  liberty  of  making  some  those  payments.    Mr.  Larkins  begins  to  sus- 
observations  upon  it. — "  Extract  of  a  letter  pecthim.  "  Where  did  you  lose  this  bodkin?*' 
from  William  Larkins,  accountant-general  of  (said  one  lady  to  another  upon  a  certain  oo- 
Bengal,  to  tlie  chairman  of  the  East-India  casion:)  "  Pray,  madam,  where  did  you  find 
Company,  dated  5th  August  1786.    Mr.  Has-  it  V*    Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  very  moment  of 
tings  returned  from  Benares  to  Calcutta  on  the  his  life  when  confidence  was  required,  even 
5th  February  1782 :  at  that  time  wholly  igno-  when  making  up  his  accounts  with  his  ar- 
rant of  the  letter,  which  on  the  20th  January  he  countant,  never  told  him  one  word  of  the  mat- 
wrote  from  Patna,  to  the  secret  committee  of  ter.    You  see  he  had  no  confidence  in  Mr. 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors :  The  Larkins ;  this  makes  out  one  of  the  proposi- 
rough  draft  of  this  letter,  in  the  handwriting  tions  I  want  to  impress  upon  your  lordships' 
of  Major  Palmer,  is  now  in  my  possession,  minds,  that  no  one  man  did  he  let  into  every 
Soon  after  his  arrival  at  the  presidency,  he  re-  part  of  his  transactions  ;  a  material  circuro- 
quested  me  to  form  the  account  of  his  receipts  stance,  which  will  help  to  lead  your  lordships* 
and  disbursements,  which  you  will  find  jour-  judgment  in  forming  your  opinion  upon  many 
nalized  in  the  280th,  &c.  and  307th  pages  of  parts  of  this  cause. 

the  honourable  company's  general  books  of  the  You  see,  that  Mr.  Larkins  suspected  him : 

year  1781-2.  My  official  situation  as  account-  probably  in  consequence  of  those  suspicions, 

ant-general,  had    previously  convinced  me,  or  from  some  other  cause,  he  at  last  told  him 

that  Mr.  Hastings  couki  not  have  made  the  upon  the  22d  of  May  1782 ;  (but  why  at  that 

issues,  which  were  acknowledged  as  received  time,  rather  than  at  any  other  time,  does  not 

irom  him,  by  some  of  the  paynuisters  of  the  appear ;  and  this  we  shall  find  very  difficult 
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to  be  aooountad  for ;)  he  told  him,  that  he  bad  extraordinary  account  is  given  of  it.  Wd, 
received  a  bribe  fixxn  the  nabob  of  Oude,  of  what  is  to  be  done  in  such  circomstanoei? 
£.100,000 :  he  informs  him  of  this  on  the  He  sends  for  a  person,  whose  name  yoa  kve 
S2d  of  May,  which,  when  the  accounts  were  heard  and  will  often  hear  of,  the  faithful  Cantoo 
making  up,  he  conceals  from  him:  and  he  Baboo.  This  man  comes  to  Mr.  Larkin, 
communicates  to  him  the  rough  draughts  of  and  he  reads  to  him  (be  so  good  as  to  remaik 
his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  informing  the  words)  firom  a  Bengal  paper,  the  accoant 
them,  that  this  business  was  not  transacted  of  the  detached  bribes.  Your  lordships  wiQ 
by  any  known  secretary  of  the  company,  nor  observe,  that  I  have  stated  the  receipt  of  i 
with  the  intervention  of  any  interpreter  of  the  number  of  detached  bribes  ;  and  a  bribe  in  one 
company;  nor  passed  through  any  official  chan-  great  body.  One,  the  great  corps  d'armee; 
Del  whatever,  but  through  a  gentleman  much  the  other,  flying  scouting  bodies,  which  were 
in  his  confidence,  his  mUitary  secretary ;  and,  only  to  be  collected  together  by  a  skilful  man, 
as  if  receiving  bribes,  and  receiving  letters  who  knew  how  to  manage  them,  and  regulate 
concerning  them,  and  carrying  on  correspond-  the  motions  of  those  wild  and  disorderiy  troops. 
ence  relative  to  them,  was  a  part  of  military  When  No.  2  was  to  be  e3q)lained,  Cantoo 
duty,  the  rough  draught  of  this  letter  was  in  Baboo  failed  him ;  he  was  not  worth  a  farthing 
the  hands  of  this  military  secretary.  Upon  as  to  any  transaction  that  happened  when  Mr. 
the  communication  of  the  letter,  it  rushes  all  Hastings  was  in  the  upper  provinces ;  where, 
at  once  into  the  mind  of  Mr.  Laricins,  who  though  he  was  his  faithful  and  constant  attend* 
knows  Mr.  EUmings's  recollection,  who  knows  ant  through  the  whole,  yet  he  could  give  no 
what  does,  and  what  does  not  escape  it,  and  account  of  it  Mr.  Hastings's  moonshee  then 
who  had  a  memory  ready  to  explode  at  Mr.  reads  three  lines  firom  a  paper  to  Mr.  Larkins. 
Hastings's  desire :  "  Good  Grod !  (says  he)  Now,  it  is  no  way  even  insinuated,  that  both 
you  have  promised  the  directors  an  account  of  the  Bengal  and  Persian  papers  did  not  oxitam 
this  business!"  a  promise,  which  Mr.  Larkins  the  account  of  other  immense  sums;  and  in- 
assures  the  directors,  upon  his  word,  had  en-  deed,  from  the  circumstance  of  only  three  lines 
tirely  escaped  Mr.  Hastings's  recollection,  being  read  firom  the  Persian  paper,  your  lord- 
Mr.  Hastings  it  seems  had  totally  forgotten  ships  will  be  able  in  your  own  minds  to  form  < 
the  promise  relative  to  the  paltry  sum  of  some  judgment  upon  this  business. 
£.100,000  which  he  had  made  to  the  court  of  I  shall  now  proceed  with  his  letter  of  ez- 
directors  in  the  January  before;  he  never  once  planation.  "The  particulars,"  he  goes  on 
thought  of  it ;  no,  not  even  when  he  was  mak-  to  say,  "  of  the  paper  No.  1  were  read  to 
ing  up  his  accounts  of  that  very  identical  sum,  me  from  a  Bengal  paper,  by  Mr.  Hastings 
till  the  22d  of  May.  So  that  these  persons  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo :  and  if  I  am  not  mis- 
answer  for  another's  bad  memory,  and  you  taken,  the  three  first  lines  of  that  No.  2  were 
will  see  they  have  good  reason.  Mr.  Ha^  read  over  to  me,  from  a  Persian  paper,  by 
tings's  want  of  recollection  appears  in  things  of  his  moonshee.  The  translation  of  these  par- 
some  moment.  However  lightly  he  may  re-  ticulars,  made  by  me,  was,  as  I  verily  believe, 
gard  the  sum  of  £.100,000,  which,  considering  the  first  complete  memorandum  that  he  ever 
the  enormous  suras  he  has  received,  I  dare  possessed  of  them  in  the  English  language; 
say  he  does ;  for  he  totally  forgot  it;  he  knew  and  I  am  confidant,  that  if  I  had  not  suggest- 
nothing  about  it;  observe  what  sort  of  memory  ed  to  him  the  necessity  of  his  taking  this 
this  registrar  and  accountant  of  such  sums  as  precaution,  he  would,  at  this  moment,  have 
£.100,000  has.  In  what  confusion  of  millions  been  unable  to  have  afibrded  any  sudi  infor- 
must  it  be,  that  such  sums  can  be  lost  to  Mr.  mation  concerning  them." 
Hastings's  recollection !  however,  at  last  it  Now,  my  lords,  if  he  had  not  got,  on  the 
was  brought  to  his  recollection,  and  he  thought  intimation  of  Mr.  Larkins,  some  scraps  of 
that  it  was  necessary  to  give  some  account  of  paper,  your  lordships  might  have,  at  this  day, 
it.  And  who  is  the  accountant,  whom  he  pro-  wanted  that  valuable  information,  which  Mr. 
duces  ?  His  own  memory  is  no  accountant.  Larkins  has  laid  before  you.  These  however 
He  had  dismissed  the  matter  (as  he  happily  contain,  Mr.  Larkins  says,  "  the  first  com- 
expresses  it  in  the  Cheltenham  letter)  from  his  plete"  —  what  ? — account,  do  you  imagine  ? 
memory.  Major  Palmer  is  not  the  account-  no,  "  the  first  complete  memorayu^um."  You 
ant.  One  is  astonished  that  a  man,  who  had  would  imagine,  that  he  would  himself,  for 
had  £.100,000  in  his  hands,  and  laid  it  out  as  his  own  use,  have  notched  down  somewhere 
he  pretends  in  the  public  service,  has  not  a  or  other,  in  short-hand,  in  Persian  characten, 
•crap  of  paper  to  show  for  it.    No  ordinary  or  short  without  vowels,  or  in  some  other  mvj. 
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fUMlorafKluffU.*  but  he  had  not  himself  even  a  for  the  purpose  of  leavuig  them  in  dark- 
memorandum  of  this  business;  and,  conse-  ness  and  delusion.  But,  my  lords,  when  the 
quently,  when  he  was  at  Cheltenham,  and  accountant-generaldeclares,  that,  if  the  House 
even  here  at  your  bar,  he  could  never  have  of  Commons  had  not  expressed,  as  they  ought 
had  any  account  of  a  sum  of  £.200,000,  but  to  express,  much  diffidence,  and  distrust,  re- 
by  this  account  of  Mr.  Larkins,  taken,  as  specting  these  transactions,  and  even  suspect- 
people  read  them,  from  detached  pieces  of  ed  him  of  perjury,  this  very  day  that  man  would 
paper.  not  have  produced  a  scrap  of  those  papers  to 

One  would  have  expected  that  Mr.  Lar-  you,  but  might  have  turned  them  to  the  basest 
kins,  being  warned  that  day,  and  cautioned  and  most  infamous  of  uses.  If,  I  say,  we  have 
by  the  strange  memory  of  Mr.  Hastings,  saved  these  valuable  fragments  by  suspecting 
and  the  dangerous  situation,  therefore,  in  his  integrity,  your  lordships  will  see,  suspicion 
which  he  himself  stood,  would,  at  least,  have  is  of  some  use ;  and  I  hope  the  world  will  learn 
been  very  guisuxled  and  cautious:  Hear  what  that  punishment  will  be  of  use  too,  in  prevent- 
he  next  says  upon  this  subject.  "  As  nei-  ing  such  transactions, 
ther  of  the  other  sums  passed  through  his  Your  lordships  have  seen  that  no  two  per- 
hands,  these  (meaning  the  scraps)  contained  sons  know  any  thing  of  these  transactions : 
no  such  specification,  and,  consequently,  could  you  see,  that  even  memorandums  of  transao- 
not  enable  him  to  afford  the  information,  with  tions  of  very  great  moment,  some  of  which 
which  he  has  requested  me  to  furnish  you :  had  passed  in  Uie  year  1779,  were  not  even  so 
and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  if  the  affi-  much  as  put  in  the  shape  of  complete  memo- 
davits,  which  I  took  on  the  16th  December  randa,  until  May  1782 :  you  see,  that  Mr. 
1782,  had  not  exposed  my  character  to  the  Hastings  never  kept  them:  and  there  w  no 
suspicion  of  my  being  capable  of  committing  reason  to  imagine  diat  a  black  banyan  and  a 
one  of  the  basest  trespasses  upon  the  con-  Persian  moonshee  would  have  been  careful  of 
fidence  of  matikind,  I  should,  at  this  distance  what  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  did  not  seem 
of  time,  have  been  equally  unable  to  have  to  stimulate  his  accountants  to  a  vast  deal  of 
complied  with  this  request:  but,  after  I  be-  exactness  and  a  vast  deal  of  fidelity,  was  ne- 
came  acquainted  with  the  insinuation  sug-  gligent.  You  see,  that  Mr.  Larkins,  our  last, 
gested  in  the  eleventh  report  of  the  select  our  only  hope,  if  he  had  not  been  suspected 
committee  ofthe  House  ofCommons,  I  thought  by  the  House  of  Commons,  probably  would 
it  but  too  probable,  that  unless  I  was  possess-  never  have  kept  these  papers ;  and  that  you 
ed  of  the  original  memorandum,  which  I  had  could  not  have  had  this  valuable  cargo,  such  as 
made  of  these  transactions,  I  might  not  at  it  is,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  circumstance 
some  distant  period  be  able  to  prove,  that  I  Mr.  Larkins  thinks  proper  to  menti(Hi. 
had  not  descended  to  commit  so  base  an  ac-  From  the  specimen,  which  we  have  given 
lion.  I  have,  therefore,  always  most  care-  of  Mr.  Hastings's  mode  of  accounts,  of  its 
fully  preserved  every  paper,  which  I  possessed  vouchers,  checks,  and  counter-checks,  your  lord- 
regard  ing  these  transactions."  ships  will  have  observed,  that  the  mode  itself 

You  see,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  memo-  is  past  describing;  and  that  the  checks,  and 
randums  of  his  accounts;  you  see,  that  afler  counter-checks,  instead  of  being  put  upon  one 
Mr.  Larkins  had  made  his  memorandums  of  another  to  prevent  abuse,  are  put  upon  each 
them,  he  had  no  design  of  guarding  or  keep-  other  to  prevent  discovery,  and  to  fortify  abuse : 
ing  them ;  and  you  wUl  commend  those  wick-  When  you  hear  that  one  man  has  an  account  of 
ed  and  malicious  committees,  who,  by  their  receipt,  another  of  expenditure,  another  of  con- 
reports,  have  told  an  accountant-general  and  troul,  you  say,  that  office  is  well  constituted : 
first  public  officer  of  revenue,  that,  in  order  but,  here  is  an  office  constituted  by  different 
to  guard  his  character  firom  their  suspicions,  persons,  without  the  smallest  connexion  with 
it  was  necessary  that  he  should  keep  some  each  other ;  for  the  only  purpose,  which  they 
paper  or  other  of  an  account.  We  have  have  ever  answered,  is  the  purpose  of  base 
heard  of  the  base,  wicked,   and  mercenary  concealment. 

license,  that  has  been  used  by  these  gentle-  We  shall  now  proceed  a  little  further  with 
menof  India  towards  the  House  ofCommons;  Mr.  Larkins.  The  first  of  the  papers,  from 
a  license  to  libel  and  traduce  the  diligence  which  he  took  the  memoranda,  was  a  paper  of 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  purity  of  Cantoo  Baboo;  it  contained  detached  pay- 
their  motives,  and  the  fidelity  of  their  ao-  ments,  amounting  in  the  whole,  with  the  ca- 
tions, by  which  the  very  means  of  inform-  booleat,  or  agreement,  to  about  £.95,000  star- 
ing the  people  are  attempted  to  be  used  ling,  and  of  which,  it  appeara  that  there  wm 
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received  by  Mr.  Croftei,  ££6fl00f  and  no  was  extremely  dissatisfied  with  the  excoM 
more.  Gunga  Govin  Sing  assigned  for  not  payiag 
Now,  will  your  lordships  be  so  good  as  to  Mr.  Croftes  the  sums  stated  by  the  paper 
let  it  rest  in  your  memory,  what  sort  of  an  ex-  No.  1  to  be  in  his  charge,  he  never  could  ob- 
chequer  this  is,  even  with  regard  to  its  re-  tain  from  him  any  further  payments  on  thk 
ceipts.  As  your  lordships  have  seen  the  eco-  account."  Mr.  Hastings  is  exceedingly  di^ 
Domy  and  constitution  of  this  office,  so  now  satisfied  with  those  excuses,  and  this  is  the 
■ee  the  receipt.  It  appears,  that  in  the  month  whole  account  of  the  transaction.  This  is  the 
of  May  1782,  out  of  the  sums  beginning  to  be  only  thing  said  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  in  the 
received  in  the  month  of  Shamar,  that  is,  in  account ;  he  neither  states  how  he  came  to  be 
July  1779,  there  was,  during  that  interval,  employed,  or  for  what  he  was  employed.  & 
£.40,000  out  of  £.95/100  sunk  somewhere,  in  appears  however  from  the  transaction,  as  hi 
some  of  the  turnings  over  upon  the  gridiron,  as  we  can  make  our  way  through  this  dark- 
through  some  of  those  agents  and  panders  of  ness,  that  he  had  actually  received  £.10,000  of 
corruption,  which  Mr.  Hastings  uses.  Here  the  money,  which  he  did  not  account  &r,  and 
is  the  valuable  revenue  of  the  company,  which  that  he  pretended  that  there  was  an  arrear  of 
is  to  nippfy  them  in  their  exigeneie$,  loUcA  ia  to  the  rest.  So  here  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe-agent 
come  from  sources,  which  othervoise  never  toould  admits  that  he  had  received  £.10,000,  but  be 
have  yielded  it  ,*  which,  though  small  in  proper-  will  not  account  for  it ;  he  says.  There  is  an 
tion  to  the  other  revenue,  yet  is  a  diamond,  arrear  of  another  £.10,000 ; — and  thus  it  ap- 
something  that  by  its  value  makes  amends  for  pears  that  he  was  enabled  to  take  from  some- 
its  want  of  bulk ;  falling  short  by  £.40,000  out  body  at  Dinagepore,  by  a  cabooleat,  £.40,000, 
of  £95,000.  Here  is  a  system  made  for  fraud,  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  can  get  but  £JSO,000: 
and  producing  all  the  effects  of  it.  there  is  cent,  per  cent,  loss  upon  it   Mr.  Has* 

Upon  the  face  of  this  account,  the  agreement  tings  was  so  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  this 
was  to  yield  to  Mr.  Hastings,  some  way  or  conduct  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  that  you  wouU 
other  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Crofles,  £.95,000,  and  imagine  a  breach  would  have  immediately  Ms- 
there  was  a  deficency  of  iS. 40,000.  Would  any  sued  between  them.  I  shall  not  anticipate 
man,  even  with  no  more  sense  than  Mr.  Has-  what  some  of  my  honourable  friends  will  bring 
tings,  who  wants  all  the  faculties  of  the  human  before  your  lordships  ;  but  I  tell  you,  that  so  far 
mind,  who  has  neither  memory  nor  judgment ;  from  quarrelling  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  or 
any  man,  who  was  that  poor  half-idiot  creature  being  really  angry  with  him,  it  is  only  a  little 
that  Mr.  Hastings  pretends  to  be,  engage  in  pettish  love  quarrel  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing ; 
a  dealing,  that  was  to  extort  from  some  one  or  amarUium  ircB  amoris  iniegratio  est.  For  Giunga 
other  an  agreement  to  pay  £.95,000,  which  was  Govin  Sing,  without  having  paid  him  one 
not  to  produce  more  than  £.55,000  ?  What,  shilling  of  this  money,  attended  him  to  the 
then,  is  become  of  it  ?  Is  it  in  the  hands  of  Ghinges :  and  one  of  the  last  acts  of  Mr.  Has- 
Mr.  Hastings's  wicked  bribe-brokers,  or  in  tings's  government  was  to  represent  this  roan, 
bis  own  hands  ?  is  it  in  arrear  ?  do  you  know  who  was  unfaithful  even  to  fraud,  who  did  not 
any  thing  about  it?  whom  are  you  to  apply  to  keep  the  common  faith  of  thieves  and  robben; 
for  information  ?  why  to  G.  G.  S.  G.  G.  S.  this  very  man  he  reconamends  to  the  cooqiany 
I  find  to  be,  what  indeed  I  suspected  him  to  be,  as  a  person  who  ought  to  be  rewarded,  as  one 
a  person,  that  I  have  mentioned  fi-equently  to  of  their  best  and  most  faithful  servants :  and 
your  lordships,  and  that  you  will  often  hear  of,  how  does  he  recommend  him  to  be  rewarded? 
commonly  called  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  in  a  short  By  giving  him  the  estate  of  another  persoo; 
word,  the  wickedest  of  the  whole  race  of  ban-  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  desires  to  be 
jrans:  the  consolidated  wickedness  of  the  whole  always  rewarded  himself.  For,  in  calling 
body  is  to  be  found  in  this  man.  upon  the  company's  justice,  to  give  him  some 

Of  the  deficiency,  which  appears  in  this  money  for  expenses,  with  which  he  never  charg- 

agreeraent  with  somebody  or  other  on  the  part  ed  them,  he  desires  them  to  assign  him  the 

of  Mr.  Hastings  through  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  money  upon  some  person  of  the  country.    So 

you  will  expect  to  hear  some  explanation.  Of  here  Mr.  Hastings  recommends  Gimga  Govin 

the  first  sum,  which  is  said  to  have  been  paid  Sing  not  only  to  trust,  confidence,  and  empky^ 

through  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  amounting  on  the  ment,  which  he  does  very  fiilly,  but  to  a  re- 

cabooleat  to  four  lacks,  and  of  which  no  more  ward,  taken  out  of  the  substance  of  other  peo- 

than  two  lacks  was  actually  received;  that  is  pie.   This  is  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  done  with 

to  say,  ha)f  of  it  was  sunk :  we  have  this  me-  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and  if  such  are  the  efiecti 

morandum  only,  "  Although  Mr.  Hastings  of  bis  anger,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  iui 
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l^leasiire  and  satiafiiction?    Now  I  say  that  what  the  cause  of  failure  was,  you  are  not 

Mr.  Hastings,  who,  in  fact,  saw  this  man  told ;  you  only  learn  that  there  was  that  sum 

mnKMig  the  very  last  with  whom  he  had  any  deficient ;  and  Mr.  Larkins,  who  is  our  last  re- 

oommunication  in  India,  could  not  have  so  re-  sort,  and  final  hope  of  elucidation  in  this  trans- 

oofeiunended  him  after  this  known  fraud,  in  one  action,  throws  not  the  smallest  glimpse  of  light 

bosiness  only,  of  £.30,000;   he  could  not  so  upon  it. 

have  supported  him  ;  he  could  not  so  have  We,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  have  been 
caressed  him ;  he  could  not  so  have  employed  reduced  to  form  the  best  legitimate  conjee- 
him ;  he  could  not  have  done  all  this,  unless  tures  we  could  upon  this  business,  and  those 
he  had  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  privately  that  conjectures  have  led  us  to  further  evidence, 
sum  of  money,  which  never  was  brought  into  which  will  enable  us  to  fix  one  of  the  most 
any,  even  of  these  miserable  accounts :  with-  scandalous  and  most  mischievous  bribes,  in  all 
out  some  payment  or  other,  with  which  Mr.  the  circumstances  of  it,  upon  Mr.  Hastings, 
Hastings  was  and  ought  to  be  satisfied,  or  un-  that  was  ever  known.  If  he  extorted  £.40,(XX) 
less  Gunga  Govin  Sing  had  some  dishonoura-  under  pretence  of  the  company's  service,  here 
ble  secret  to  tell  of  him,  which  he  did  not  dare  is  again  another  failure  of  half  the  money.  Oh, 
to  provoke  him  to  give  a  just  account  of;  or  my  lords !  you  will  find,  that  even  the  remain- 
lastly,  unless  the  original  agreement  was,  that  ing  part  was  purchased  with  the  loss  of  one  of 
half  or  a  third  of  the  bribe  should  go  to  Gunga  the  best  revenues  in  India,  and  with  the  griev- 
GhyvinSing.  ous  distress  of  a  country,  that  deserved  well 

Sadi  is  this  patriotic  scheme  of  bribery,  your  protection,  instead  of  being  robbed  to  give 

UifS  pablic-spirited  corruption,  which  Mr.  Has-  £> .20,000  to  the  company,  and  another  £ .20,000 

tings  has  invented  upon  this  occasion,  and  by  to  some  robber  or  other,  black  or  white.  When 

which,  he  thinks,  out  of  the  vices  of  mankind,  I  say  given  to  some   other  robber,  black  or 

to  draw  a  better  revenue  than  out  of  any  legal  white,  I  do  not  suppose  that  either  generosity, 

source  whatever ;  and,  therefore,  he  has  resolv-  friendship,  or  even  communion, can  exist  in  that 

ed  to  become  the  most  corrupt  of  all  gover-  country  between  white  men  and  black ;  no,, 

noars-general,  in  order  to  be  the  most  useful  their  colours  are  not  more  adverse  than  their 

servant  to  the  finances  of  the  company.  characters  and  tempers.    There  is  not  that 

So  much  as  to  the  first  article  of  Dinage-  uiem  ve&  e<  idem  nolle:  there  are  none  of 
pore  peshcush.  All  you  have  is,  that  G.  G.  S.  those  habits  of  life,  nothing,  that  can  bind 
is  Griinga  Govin  Sing :  that  he  has  cheated  the  men  together  even  in  the  most  ordinary  so- 
public  d*  half  of  it;  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  an-  ciety:  the  mutual  means  of  such  an  union 
gry  with  him ;  and  yet  went  away  from  Bengal,  do  not  exist  between  them.  It  is  a  money 
rewarding,  praising,  and  caressing  him.  Are  dealing,  and  a  money  dealing  only,  which  can 
these  things  to  pass  as  matters  of  course  ?  exist  between  them ;  and  when  you  hear  that  a 
They  cannot  so  pass  with  your  lordships'  sa-  black  man  is  favoured,  and  that  £.20,000  is 
gaeity  ;  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  court,  pretended  to  be  lefl  in  his  hands,  do  not  believe 
even  ofpte-pot2dre,  could  help  finding  him  guilty  it :  indeed,  you  cannot  believe  it ;  for  we  will 
apon  such  a  matter,  if  such  a  court  had  to  in-  bring  evidence  to  show,  that  there  is  no  friend- 
quird  into  it.  ship  between  these  people :  and  that  when  black 

The  next  article  is  Patna,    Here,  too,  he  men  give  money  to  a  white  man,  it  is  a  bribe ; 

was  to  receive  £.40,000,  but  firom  whom,  this  and  that  when  money  is  given  to  a  black 

deponent  saith  not :  at  this  circumstance,  Mr.  man,  he  is  only  a  sharer  with  Uie  white  man, 

Larkins,  who  is  a  famous   deponent,  never  in  their  infamous  profits.    We  find,  howe- 

hints  once.   You  may  look  through  his  whole  ver,  somebody  anonymous,  with  £.20,000  \e(t 

letter,  which  is  a  pretty  long  one,  and  which  in  his  hands  ;   and   when  we  come  to  dis- 

I  will  save  your  lordships  the  trouble  of  hear-  cover  who  the  man  is,  and  the  final  balance, 

ing  read  at  length  now,  because  you  will  have  which  appeuni  against  him  in  his  account  with 

it  before  you  when  you  come  to  the  Patna  the  company,  we  find,  that  for  this  £.20,000 

business;  and  you  will  only  find,  that  some-  which  was  received  for  the  company,  they 

body  had  engaged  to  pay  him  ^.40,000,  and  that  paid  such  a  compound  interest,  as  was  ne- 

but  half  of  this  suih  was  received.  You  want  ver  before    paid  for  money  advanced  :   tho 

an  explanation  of  this.  You  have  seen  the  kind  most  violently  griping  usurer,  in  dealing  with 

of  explanation  given  in  the  former  case,  a  con-  the  most  extravagant  heir,  never  made  such 

jeocural  explanation  of  G.  G.  S.     But  when  a  bargain  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  for  th» 

y6a  come  to  the  present  case,  who  the  peiv  company  by  this  bribe.    Therefore,  it  could 

SOD  pAjing  was,  why  the  money  was  not  paid,  be  nothing  but  fraud,  that  could  have  got  him. 
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to  have  undertaken  such  a  rerenue.    This  pleased  in  his  journey  to  Benares,  andwH 

evidently  ■hows  the  whole  to  he  a  pretence  consequently,  must  have  had  some  tnirt  »> 

to  cover  fraud,  and  not  a  weak  attempt  to  posed  in  him,  was  the  wickedest  of  men  next « 

raise  a  revenue ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  those  I  have   mentioned  ;  always   giving  tb 

not  thai  idiot  he  represents  himself  to  be,  a  first  rank  to  Gunga  Govin    Sing,  primus  iai» 

man  forgeuing  all  his  offices,  all  his  duties,  JHires,  the  second  to  Debi   Sing,  the  third  to 

all  hii  own  affairs,  and  all  the  public  affairs.  Cantoo  Baboo ;  this  man  is  fit  to  be  ooeiMit 

He  does  not,  however,  forget  how  to  make  a  on  a  par  with  them.    Mr.  Larkins,  when  b 

bargain  to  get  money ;  but  when  the  money  comes  to  explain  this  article,  says,  "  I  beliei^ 

is  to  be  recovered  for  the  company,  (as  he  it  is  for  a  part  of  the  Dinagepore   peshcuk, 

says,)  he  forgets  to  recover  it ;  so  that  die  ao-  which  would    reduce    the    balance  to  aboot 

curacy  with  which  he  begins  a  bribe,  aenbu9  ££fiOO  ;"  but  he  does   not  pretend  to  know 

initiU  et  mrperosa  ftwy  and  the  carelessness  what  it  is  given  for ;  he  gives  several  guean 

with  which  he  ends  it,  are  things,  that  charao-  at  it ;   but  he  says,  "As    I  do  not  know,  I 

terize  not  weakness  and   stupidity,  but  fraud,  shall  not  pretend  to  give  more  than  my  conjeo* 

The  next  article  we  proceed  to  is  Nwddea.  tare  upon  it.*'    He  is  in  the  right,  because  st 

Here,  we  have  more  light:  But  does  Mr.Lar^  shall  prove  NunduloU  never  did  or  had  vxf 

kins  any  where  tell  you  any  thing  about  Nud-  thing  to  do  with  the  Dinagepore  peshcoah. 

dea?    No ;  it  appears  as  if  the  account  had  These  are  very  extraordinary  proceedings.  It 

been  paid  up :  and  that  the  cabooleat,  and  the  is  my  business  simply  to  state  them  to  your 

payments,  answer  and  tally  with  each  other ;  lordships  now,  (we  will  give   them  in  afier- 

yet,  when  we  come  to  produce  the  evidence  wards  in  evidence,)  and  I  will  leave  that  eri- 

upon  these  parts,  you  will  see  most  abundant  dence  to  be  confirmed  and  fortified  by  fiirtfaer 

reason  to  be  assured,  that  there  is  much  more  observations. 

concealed,  than  is  given  in  this  account :  that        One  of  the  objects  of  Mr.  Laikins's  letter 
it  is  an  account  current,  and  not  an  account  is  to  illustrate  the  bonds.    He  says,  "  The 
closed ;  and  that  the  agreement  was  for  some  two  first  stated  sums,"  namely,  Dinagepore  and 
other  and  greater  sum  than  appears.    It  might  Patna,  in  the  paper  marked  No.  1,  I  siqipose, 
be  expected  that  the  company  would  inquire  of  for  he  seems  to  explain  it  to  be  such,  "  are 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  ask.  From  whom  did  be  get  sums  for  a  part  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  took 
it, — who  has  received  it, — who  is  to  answer  Car  two  txmds ;  viz.  No.  1539,  dated  1st  October 
it?    But  he  knew  that  they  were  not  likely  to  1780,  and  No.  1540,  dated  2d  October  1780, 
make  any    inquiry  at  all,  they  are  not  diat  each  for  the  sum  of  current  rupees,  1,16,000, 
kind  of  people.     You  would  imagine  that  a  or  sicca  rupees  one  lac^.    The  remainder  of 
mercantile  body  would  have  some  of  the  mer-  that  amount  was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
cantile  excellencies,  and  even  you  would  allow  head.  Four  per  cent,  Rendttanee  Ijxbh;  Mr. 
them  perhaps  some  of  the  mercantile  faults.  Hastings  having  taken  a  bond  for  it,  (No.  89,) 
But  they  have,  like  Mr.  Hastings,  forgotten  which  has  been  since  completely  liquidated, 
totally  the  mercantile  character ;  and  acc(Htl-  ccmformable  to  the  law."    But,  befix«  I  pro- 
ingly,  neither  accuracy,  nor  fidelity  of  account  ceed  with  the  bonds,  I  will  beg  leave  to  recall 
do  they  ever  require  of  Mr.  Hastings.    They  to  your  lordships'  recollection,  that  Mr.  Lap- 
have  too  much  confidence  in  him  ;  and  he  ac-  kins  states  in  his  letter,  that  these  sums  were 
cordingly  acts  like  a  man,  in  whom  such  con-  received  in  November.    How  does  this  agree 
fidence,  without  reason,  is  reposed.  with  another  state  of  the  transaction,  given 
Your  lordships  may  perhaps  suppose   that  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  viz.  that  the  time  of  his 
the  payment   of  this  money  was  an  act  of  taking  the  bonds  was  the  1st  and  8d  of  Oeto- 
friendship  and  generosity  in  the  people  of  the  her?   Mr.  Larkins,  therefore,  who  has  thought 
country  ?   No ;  we  have  found  out,  and  shall  proper  to  say,  that  the  money  was  received  in 
prove,  from  whom  he  got  it ;  at  least  we  shall  the  month  of  November,  has  here  given  u 
produce  such  a  conjecture  upon  it,  as  your  extraordinary  an  instance  either  of  firaudulenl 
lordships  will  think  us  bound  to  do,  when  we  accuracy,  or  shamefiil  official  inaocurai^,  u 
have  such  an  account  before  us.    Here  on  the  was  ever  perhaps  discovered.    The  first  suns 
&ce  of  the  account  there  is  no  deficiency ;  but  are  asserted  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Groftes  oo  dM 
when  we  look  into  it,  we  find,  skulking  in  a  18th  and  19th  of  Assen   1187:  the  month  of 
comer,  a  person  called  NunduloU,  from  whom  Assen  corresponds  with  the  months  of  SepteoH 
there  is  received  68,000  rupees.    You  will  find  ber  and  part  of  October,  and  not  with  Nofen- 
that  he,  who  appears  to  have  paid  up  this  mo-  ber ;  and  it  is  the  more  extramdinary  that  Mr. 
Bey,  and  which  Mr.  Hastings  spentas  he  LaikiiM  thouU  mistake  this,  beoMMt  he ■  ii 
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J,  u  office  which  requires  monthly  payments,  pany's  interest.  This  pretence  of  the  exi- 
^,  aad,  consequently,  great  monthly  exactness,  gency  of  the  company's  affairs  is  the  more 
^^  aad  a  continual  transfer  from  one  month  to  extraordinary,  because  the  first  receipt  of 
^  taothw:  we  cannot  suppose  any  accomptant  these  moneys  was  some  time  in  the  year  1779  • 
^.  in  England  can  be  more  accurately  acquaint-  (I  have  not  got  the  exact  date  of  the  agree- 
^  eii  with  the  succession  of  months,  than  Mr.  ment :)  and  it  was  but  a  year  before  that  the 
J^  Larkins  must  have  been  with  the  comparative  company  was  so  far  from  being  in  distress, 
^  state  of  Bengal  and  English  months.  How  that  he  declared  he  should  have,  at  very  nearly 
^  are  we  to  account  for  this  gross  inaccuracy  ?  the  period  when  this  bribe  became  payable,  a 
^  If  you  have  a  poet,  if  you  have  a  politician,  very  large  sum  (I  do  not  recollect  the  precise 
2  if  you  have  a  moralist  inaccurate,  you  know  amount)  in  their  treasury.  I  cannot  certainly 
_^  that  these  are  cases,  which  from  the  narrow  tell  when  the  cabooleat,  or  agreement,  was 
bounds  of  our  weak  faculties,  do  not  perhaps  made,  yet  I  shall  lay  open  something  very  ex- 
admit  of  accuracy.  But,  what  is  an  inaccu-  traordinary  upon  that  subject,  and  will  lead 
rate  accomptant  good  for?  "Silly  man,  that  you,  step  by  step,  to  the  bloody  scenes  of 
dost  not  know  thy  own  silly  trade  '."was  once  Debi  Sing.  Whilst,  therefore,  Mr.  Hastings 
well  said:  but  the  trade  here  is  not  silly.  You  was  carrying  on  these  transactions,  he  was 
do  not  even  praise  an  accomptant  for  being  carrying  them  on  without  any  reference  to 
accurate,  because  you  have  thousands  of  the  pretended  object,  to  which  he  aAerwards 
them ;  but  you  justly  blame  a  puUic  accompt-  applied  them.  It  was  an  old  premeditated 
ant,  who  is  guilty  of  a  gross  inaccuracy.  But  plan  ;  and  the  money  to  be  received  could  not 
what  end  could  his  being  inaccurate  answer—  have  been  designed  for  an  exigency,  because 
why  not  name  October  as  well  as  November?  it  was  to  be  paid  by  monthly  instalments.  The 
I  know  no  reason  for  it ;  but  here  is  certainly  case  is  the  same  with  respect  to  the  other  ca- 
a  gross  mistake  ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  booleats.  It  could  not  have  been  any  momen- 
thing,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose  it  to  be  tary  exigence,  which  he  had  to  provide  for  by 
a  mere  mistake.  But,  take  it,  that  it  is  a  these  sums  of  money ;  they  were  paid  regu- 
mistake,  and  to  have  nothing  of  fraud,  but  larly,  period  by  period,  as  a  constant  uniform 
mere  carelessness  ; — this,  in  a  man  valued  by  income  to  Mr.  Hastings. 
Mr.  Hastings  for  being  very  punctilious  and  You  find  then  Mr.  Hastings  first  leaving 
accurate,  is  extraordinary.  this  sum  of  money  for  a  year  and  three  months 
But,  to  return  to  the  bonds.  We  find  a  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  G^vin  Sing ;  you  find 
bond  taken  in  the  month  of  Sawun  1186  or  that  when  an  exigence  pressed  him,  by  the 
1779,  but  the  receipt  is  said  to  be  in  Assen  Mahrattas  suddenly  invading  Bengal,  and  he 
1780 :  that  is  to  say,  there  was  a  year  and  was  obliged  to  refer  to  his  bribe-funds,  he  finde 
about  three  months  between  the  collection  and  that  fund  empty,  and  that  in  supplying  money 
the  receipt ;  and,  during  all  that  period  of  time,  for  this  exigence,  he  takes  a  bond  fbr  two- 
an  enormous  sum  of  money  had  lain  in  the  thirds  of  his  own  money,  and  one-third  of  the 
hands  of  GUinga  Govin  Sing,  to  be  employed,  company's.  For,  as  I  stated  before,  Mr. 
when  Mr.  Hastings  should  think  fit.  He  em-  Larkins  proves  of  one  of  these  accounts,  that 
ployed  it,  he  says,  for  the  Mahratta  expedition,  he  took,  in  the  month  of  January  for  this 
Now,  he  began  that  letter  on  the  29th  of  No-  bribe-money,  which,  according  to  the  princi- 
vember,  by  telling  you,  that  the  bribe  would  pies  he  lays  down,  was  the  company's  mon^, 
not  have  been  taken  from  Cheit  Sing,  if  it  had  three  bonds  as  for  money  advanced  from  his 
not  been  at  the  instigation  of  an  exigency,  own  cash.  Now  this  sum  of  three  lacks,  in- 
which  it  seems  required  a  supply  of  money,  stead  of  being  all  his  own,  as  it  should  appear 
to  be  procured  lawfully  or  unlawfully.  But  to  be  in  the  month  of  January  when  he  took 
in  fact  there  was  no  exigency  fbr  it,  before  the  the  bonds  ;  or  two-thirds  his  own  and  one-third 
Berar  army  came  upon  Uie  borders  of  the  coun-  the  company's,  as  he  said  in  his  letter  of  the 
try ;  that  army,  whidi  he  invited  by  his  careless  29th  of  November ;  turns  out  by  Mr.  Larkins'a 
conduct  towards  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and  whose  account,  paragraph  9,  which  I  wish  to  mark  to 
hostility  he  was  obliged  to  buy  off  by  a  sum  your  lordships,  to  be  two-thirds  the  company's 
of  UKMiey :  and  yet  this  bribe  was  taken  from  money  and  one-third  bis  own ;  anci  yet  it  is  aH 
Cheit  Sing  long  before  he  had  this  occasion  confounded  under  bonds,  as  if  the  money  had 
for  it.  The  fund  lay  in  Gunga  Ghivin  Sing's  been  his  own.  What  can  you  say  to  this  be- 
liands ;  and  he  afterwards  applied  to  that  pur-  roic  sharper,  disguised  under  the  name  of  a 
poae  a  part  of  this  fund,  which  he  must  have  patriot,  when  you  find  him  to  be  nothing  but 
taken  without  any  view  whatever  to  the  com-  a  downright  cheat,  first  taking  money  under 
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tiM  ooo^Mny's  luune,  then  taking  their  secu-  made  of  it,  in  corroboration  of  my  own  \0it 

ritiee  to  him  for  their  own  money,  and  afler-  mony  ;  and  although  that  paper  has  remw 

warda  entering  a  false  account  of  them  ;  con-  ed  unopened  to  this  hour,  and  notwithstaadiii 

tradicting  that  by  another  account,  and  God  that  I  kept  do  memorandum  whatever  of  ^ 

knows  whether  the  third  be    true  or  &lse?  substance  thereof,  yet,  as  I  have  wrote  thii 

These  are  not  things,  that  I  am  to  make  out  representation  under  the  most  scrupulous  ad* 

by  any  conclusion  of  mine ;  here  they  are,  herence  to  what  I  conceived  to   be  tnith, 

made  out  by  himself  and  Mr.  Lark  ins,  and  should  it  ever  become  necessary  to  refer  to 

comparing  them  with  bis  letter  (^  the  27th,  this  paper,  I  am  confident  that  it  will  not  lie 

you  find  a  gross  fraud  covered  by  a  direct  foundtodiffer  materially  from  the  substance  of 

&lsehood.  this  representation." 

We  have  now  done  with  Mr.  Larkins's  ao^  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  besides  these  t«o 
count  of  the  bonds ;  and  are  come  to  the  other  bonds,  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  the 
species  of  Mr.  Hastings's  frauds,  (for  there  is  company's,  and  one  bond  his  own,  that  he 
a  great  variety  in  them)  and  first  to  Cheit  slipped  into  the  place  of  the  bond  of  his  om 
Sing's  bribe.  Mr.  Larkins  came  to  the  know-  a  much  better,  namely,  a  bond  of  Noveiid)er, 
ledge  of  the  bond-money  through  Gunga  Govin  which  he  never  mentioned  to  the  comyaaj  til 
Sing  and  through  C  an  too  Baboo:  of  &is  bribe  the  22d  of  May;  and  this  bond  for  current 
be  was  not  in  the  secret  originally,  but  was  rupees  one  lack,  seventy-four  thousand,  or 
afterwards  made  a  confidant  in  it :  it  was  car-  sicca  rupees  1,50,000,  was  taken  for  the  pay* 
ried  to  him ;  and  the  account  he  gives  of  it  I  ment  stated  in  the  paper  No.  1 ,  to  have  beeo 
will  state  to  your  lordships.  "  The  fourth  made  to  Mr.  Croftes  on  the  11th  Augun  1187, 
sum  stated  in  Mr.  Hastings's  account  was  which  corresp(»d8  to  the  23d  of  Novembn 
the  produce  of  sundry  payments  made  to  me  1780.  This  is  theNuddea  money,  and  this  is 
by  Sadamund,  Cheit  Sing's  buxey,  who  either  all  that  you  know  of  it ;  you  know  that  this 
brought  or  sent  the  gold  mohurs  to  my  house,  money,  for  which  he  had  tidcen  this  other  bond 
from  whence  they  were  taken  by  me  to  Mr.  from  the  company,  was  not  his  own  neither, 
Croftes,  either  on  the  same  night  or  early  in  but  bribes  taken  frcun  the  other  provinces, 
the  morning  after  :  they  were  made  at  diflre>  I  am  ashamed  to  be  troublesome  to  your 
ent  times,  and  I  well  remember  that  the  same  Iwdships  in  this  dry  affair,  but  the  detection  of 
people  never  came  twice.  On  the  21st  June  fraud  requires  a  good  deal  of  patience  and  as- 
1780,  Mr.  Hastings  sent  for  me,  and  desired  siduity,  and  we  cannot  wander  into  any  thing, 
that  I  would  take  charge  of  a  present,  that  that  can  relieve  the  mind  ;  if  it  was  in  my 
had  been  offered  to  him  by  Cheit  Sing's  buxey,  power  to  do  it  I  would  do  it.  I  wish  however 
under  the  plea  of  atoning  for  the  opposition,  to  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  this  last 
which  he  had  made  towards  the  payment  of  bribe,  before  I  quit  these  bonds.  Such  is  the 
the  extra  subsidy  for  defraying  part  of  the  ex-  confiision,  so  complicated,  so  intricate  are  these 
penses  of  the  war  ;  but  rfially  in  the  hope  of  bribe  accounts,  that  there  is  always  stHnething 
its  inducing  Mr.  Hastings  to  give  up  that  left  behind,  glean  never  so  much  from  the  pa- 
claim  ;  with  which  view  die  present  had  first  ragraphs  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Larkins. 
been  offered.  Mr.  Hastings  declared,  that  I  could  not  bring  them  to  account,  says  Mr. 
although  he  would  not  take  this  for  his  own  Larkins.  They  were  received  before  the  1st 
use,  he  would  apply  it  to  that  of  the  company,  and  2d  of  October.  Why  does  not  the  run- 
in  removing  Mr.  Francis's  objections  to  the  ning  treasury  account  give  an  account  of 
want  of  a  fund  for  defraying  the  extra  ex-  them  ?  The  committee  of  the  House  of  com- 
penses  of  Colcmel  Camac's  detachment.  On  taaaa  examined,  whether  the  running  treasury 
my  return  to  the  office,  I  wrote  down  the  sub-  account  had  any  such  account  of  sums  deposit- 
stance  of  what  Mr.  Hastings  had  said  to  me,  ed :  no  such  thing ;  they  are  said  by  Mr.  Has- 
and  requested  Mr.  James  Miller,  my  deputy,  tings  to  be  deposited  in  June ;  they  were  not 
to  seal  it  up  with  his  own  seal,  and  write  deposited  in  October,  nor  any  account  of  them 
upon  it,  that  he  had  then  done  so  at  my  re-  given  till  the  January  following.  **  These 
quest.  He  was  no  further  informed  of  my  b(«ds  (says  he)  I  could  not  enter  them  as  r»- 
motive  for  this,  than  merely  that  it  contained  gular  money  to  be  Altered  on  the  company's 
the  substance  of  a  conversation,  which  had  accotmt,  or  in  any  public  way,  until  I  had  an 
passed  between  me  and  another  gentleman,  order  of  the  govemour-general  and  councU." 
which,  in  case  that  conversation  should  here-  But  why  had  not  you  an  order  of  the  gove^ 
after  become  the  subject  of  inquiry,  I  wished  noor-general  and  council  ?  We  are  not  Galliog 
to  be  able  to  adduce  the  memorandum  then  on  you,  Mr.  Larkins,  for  an  aiM?wmt  of  yov 
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conduct :  we  are  calling  upon  Mr.  Hastings  his  carrying  on  tliis  patriotic  traffic,  as  he 
lor  an  account  of  his  conduct,  and  which  he  called  it.    Your  lordships  will  also  consider 
refers  to  you  to  explain.    Why  did  not  Mr.  both  the  person  who  employs  such  a  fraudu- 
Hastings  order  you  to  carry  them  to  the  pub-  lent  accomptant,  and  his  ideas  of  his  duty  in 
lie  account.   "  Because  (says  he)  there  was  no  his  office.    These  are  matters  for  your  lord- 
other  way."   Every  one,  who  knows  any  thing  ships'  grave  determination ;  but  I  appeal  to 
of  a  treasury  or  public  banking-place,  knows,  you,  upon  the  face  of  these  accounts,  whether 
that  if  any  person  brings  money  as  belonging  you  ever  saw  any  thing  so  gross  ;  and  whether 
to  the  public,  that  the  public  accomptant  is  any  man  could  be  daring  enough  to  attempt  to 
bound,  no  doubt,  to  receive  it,  and  enter  it  as  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  weakest  of 
such  :  **  But  (says  he)  I  could  not  do  it  until  mankind,  much  more  to  impose  upon  such  a 
the  account  could  be  setded,  as  between  debtor  court  as  this,  such  accounts  as  these  are. 
and  creditor :  I  did  not  do  it  till  I  could  put  on        If  the  company  had  a  mind  to  inquire  what 
one  side  durbar  charges,  secret  service,  to  is  become  of  all  the  debts  due  to  them,  and 
audi  an  amount ;  and  balance  that  again  with  where  is  the  cabooleat,  he  refers  them  to  Gunga 
bonds  to  Mr.  Hastings :"  that  is,  he  could  Govin  Sing.    Give  us  (say  they)  an  account 
not  make  an  entry  regularly  in  the  company's  of  this  balance,  that  remains  in  your  hands.   I 
books  until  Mr.  Hastings  had  enabled  him  to  know  (says  he)  of  no  balance.    Why,  is  there 
commit  one  of  the  grossest  frauds  and  viola-  not  a  cabooleat ;  where  is  it ;   what  are  the 
tionsofa  public  trust,  that  ever  was  committed,  date  and  circumstances  of  it?    There  is  no 
by  ordering  that  money  of  the  company's  to  be  such  cabooleat  existing.    This  is  the  case  even 
considered  as  his  own,  and  a  bond  to  be  taken  where  you  have  the  name  of  the  person  through 
as  a  security  for  it  from  the  company,  as  if  it  whose  hands  the  money  passed.    But  suppose 
was  his  own.  the  inquiry  went  to  the  payments  of  the  Patna 

But  to  proceed  with  this  deposit.  What  cabooleat ;  Here  (they  say)  we  find  half  the 
is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Larkins's  explanation  money  due  ;  out  of  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  it  ?  The  substance  of  this  explanation  is,  there  is  only  twenty  thousand  received ;  give 
that  here  was  a  bribe  received  by  Mr.  Has-  us  some  account  of  it.  Who  is  to  give  an  ac- 
tings from  Cheit  Sing,  guarded  with  such  count  of  it  ?  Here,  there  is  no  mention  made 
scrupulous  secrecy,  that  it  was  not  carried  to  of  the  name  of  the  person,  who  had  the  caboo- 
the  house  of  Mr.  Crofles,  who  was  to  receive  leat :  whom  can  they  call  upon  ?  Mr.  Hastings 
it  finally,  but  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Larkins,  as  does  not  remember ;  Mr.  Larkinsdoes  not  tell ; 
a  less  suspected  place ;  and  that  it  was  con-  they  can  learn  nothing  about  it.  If  the  direo- 
veyed  in  various  sums,  no  two  people  ever  tors  had  a  disposition,  and  were  honest  enough 
returning  twice  with  the  various  payments,  to  the  proprietors  and  the  nation,  to  inquire 
which  made  up  that  sum  of  £.23,000  or  there-  into  it,  there  is  not  a  hint  given,  by  either  of 
abouts.  Now,  do  you  want  an  instance  of  those  perscms,  who  received  the  Nuddea,  who 
prevarication,  and  trickery  in  an  account?  received  the  Patna,  who  received  the  Dinage- 
If  any  person  should  inquire  whether  £.23,000  pore  peshcush. 

had  been  paid  by  Cheit  Sing  to  Mr.  Hastings,        But,  in  what  court  can  a  suit  be  instituted, 

there  was  not  any  one  man  living,  or  any  per-  and  against  whom,  for  the  recovery  of  this 

son  concerned  in  the  transaction,  except  Mr.  balance  of  £.40,000  out  of  £.95,000?  I  wish 

Larkins,  who  received  it,  that  could  give  an  your  lordships  to  examine  strictly  this  account} 

account  of  how  much  he  received,  or  who  to  examine  strictly  every  part,  both  of  the 

brought  it.    As  no  two  people  are  ever  his  account  itself,  and  Mr.  Larkins's  explanation : 

confidants  in  the  same   transaction  in  Mr.  compare  them  together,  and  divine,  if  you  can, 

Hastings's  accounts,  so  here  no  two  people  what  remedy  the  company  could  have  for  their 

are  permitted  to  have  any  share  whatever  in  loss.    Can  your  lordships  believe,  that  this 

bringing  the  several  fragments,  that  make  up  can  be  any  other  than  a  systematical,  delibe- 

this  sum.     This  bribe,  you  might  imagine,  rate  fraud,  grossly  conducted  ?  I  will  not  allow 

would  have  been  entered  by  Mr.  Larkins  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  the  man,  he  represents 

some  public  account,  at  least  to  the  fraudulent  himself  to  be ;  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  man  of 

account  of  Mr.  Hastings.    No  such  thing ;  it  parts :  I  will  only  suppose  him  to  be  a  man  of 

was  never  entered,  till  the  November  following,  mere  common  sense.    Are  these  the  accounts 

It  was  not  entered,  till  Mr.  Francis  had  left  we  shouU  expect  from  such  a  man  ?  And  yet 

Calcutta.    All  these  corrupt  transactions  were  he  and  Mr.  Larkins  are  to  be  magnified  to 

carried  on  privately  by  Mr.  Hastings  alone,  heaven  for  great  financiers  ;  and  this  is  to  be 

without  any  significatkm  to  his  colleagues  of  called  book-keeping.    This  is  the  Bengd  ao- 

Vol.  III.— 31 


484  SPEECU  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT 


■aved  so  miraculously  on  the  tSd  of  seots,  there  is  an  end  of  the  covenants,  then  i 
Bflay.  &n  end  of  the  act  of  parliament,  there  ii  u 
Next  com^s  the  Persian  account.  Tou  end  to  everj  power  of  restraint.  Let  t  mu 
hate  heard  of  a  present,  to  which  it  refers,  be  but  married,  and  if  bis  wife  may  tske  pre* 
It  has  been  already  stated,  but  it  must  be  a  sents,  that  moment  the  acts  of  parliament,  the 
good  deal  farther  explained.  Mr.  Larkins  covenants,  and  all  the  rest  expire !  There  ii 
■tales,  that  this  account  was  taken  from  a  something  too  in  the  manners  of  the  East,  that 
paper,  of  which  three  lines,  and  only  three  makes  this  a  much  more  dangerous  practice. 
Unea,  were  read  to  him  by  a  Persian  moon-  The  people  of  the  East,  it  is  well  known,  hare 
riiee;  and  it  is  not  pretended,  that  this  was  theirzenana,  the  apartment  for  their  wives,  as 
tha  whole  of  it.  The  three  lines  read  are  as  a  sanctuary,  which  nobody  can  enter— t  kind 
fbUowfl.  "  From  the  nabob  (meaning  the  of  holy  of  holies — a  consecrated  place,  safe  fron 
nabob  of  Oude)  to  the  govemour-general,  six  the  rage  of  war,  safe  from  the  fiiry  of^rranoj. 
lacks,  £.00,000:  From  Hussein  Reza  KhAn  The  rapacity  of  man  has  here  its  bounds:  hers 
and  Hyder  Beg  KhAn  to  ditto,  three  lacks,  you  shall  come  and  no  &rther.  But,  if  Eof 
£.90,000;  and  ditto  to  Mrs.  Hastings,  one  glish  ladies  can  go  intothese  zenanas,  and tbm 
lack,  £  .10,000."  receive  presents,  the  natives  of  Hindostan  can- 
Here,  I  say,  are  the  three  lines,  that  were  not  be  said  to  have  any  thing  lefl  of  their  own. 
read  by  a  Persian  moonnhee.  Is  he  a  man  Every  one  knows,  that  in  the  wisest  and  best 
you  can  call  to  account  for  these  particulars  ?  time  <^  the  commonwealth  of  Rome,  towards 
No;  he  is  an  anonymous  moonshee :  his  name  the  latter  end  of  it ;  (I  do  not  mean  the  best 
is  Dot  so  much  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Larkins,  time  for  morals,  but  the  best  for  its  knowledge 
not  hinted  at  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  you  find  how  to  correct  evil  government,  and  to  choose 
these  sums,  which  Mr.  Hastings  mentions,  the  proper  means  for  it ;)  it  was  an  established 
as  a  sum  in  gross  given  to  himself,  are  not  rule,  that  no  govemour  of  a  provinoe  should 
■o.  They  were  given  by  three  persons ;  one,  take  his  wife  along  with  him  into  his  province, 
sb  lacks,  was  given  by  the  nabob  to  the  go-  wives  not  being  subject  to  the  laws  in  the  same 
vemour :  another  of  three  lacks  more  by  Hus-  manner  as  their  husbands :  and  though  I  do 
■ein  Reza  Kh&n;  and  a  third,  one  lack,  by  not  impute  to  anyone  any  criminality  here; 
both  of  them  clubbing,  as  a  present  to  Mrs.  I  should  think  myself  guilty  of  a  scandalous 
Hastings.  This  is  the  first  discovery,  that  ap-  dereliction  of  my  duty,  if  I  did  not  BMOtioo 
pears,  of  Mrs.  Hastings  having  been  concerned  the  &ct  to  your  lordshipa.  But  I  press  it  no 
in  receiving  presents  for  the  govemour-general  further:  here  are  the  accounts,  delivered  in  by 
and  otliors,  in  addition  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  Mr.  Larkins  at  Mr.  Hastings's  own  requisi- 
Gantoo  Baboo,  and  Mr.  Crofles.  Now,  if  this  tion. 

money  was  not  received  for  the  company,  is  it  The  three  lines,  which  were  resul  out  of  a 

proper  and  right  to  take  it  from  Mrs.  Hastings  ?  Persian  paper,  are  followed  by  a  tong  aooount 

Is  diere  honour  and  justice  in  taking  from  a  of  the  several  specias,  in  which  this  present 

lady  a  gratuitous  present  made  to  her  ?    Yet  was  received,  and  converted  hj  exchange, 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  he  has  applied  it  all  to  the  into  one  common  stejidard.    Now,  as  these 

company's  service.    He  has  done  ill,  in  suffer-  three  lines  of  paper,  which  are  said  to  have 

ing  It  to  be  received  at  all,  if  she  has  not  justly  been  read  out  of  a  Persian  paper,  contain  an 

and  properly  received  it.   Whether  in  fact  she  account^yf  bribes  to  the  amount  of  £.100,000  ; 

ever  received  this  money  at  all,  she  not  being  and  as  it  is  not  even  insinuated  that  this  was 

nm  the   spot,  as  I  can  find,  at  the  time,  the  whole  of  the  paper,  but  rather  the  contrary 

(tbclligh  to  be  sure,  a  present  might  be  sent  indirectly  implied,  I  shall  leave  it   for  your 

her,  I  neither  afllirm  nor  deny,  farther  than  that  lordships,  in  yoor  serious  oonsideratkm,  to 

as  Mr.  Larkins  says,  there  was  a  sum  of  judge  what  mines  of  bribery  that  paper  might 

£.10,000  from  these  ministers  to  Mrs.  Has-  contain.    For  why  did  not  Mr.  Larkins  get 

tings.    Whether  she  ever  received  any  other  the  whole  of  that  paper  read  and  translated  1 

money  than  this,  I  also  neither  afllirm  nor  The  moment  any  roan  stops  ia  the  midst  of  an 

deny.    But,  in  whatever  manner  Mrs.  Has-  account,  he  is  stopping  in  the  midst  of  a  fraud, 

tings  received  this,  or  any  other  money,  I  must  My  lords^  I  have  one  further  remark  to  make 

say,  in  this  grave  place  in  which  I  stand,  that  upon  these  accounts:  The    cabooleats,  or 

if  the  wives  of  govemours-general,  the  wives  agreements  for  the  payments  of  dieae  bribes, 

ofpresidents  ofCouncil,  the  wives  of  the  prin-  amount,  in  the  three  specified  provinees,  to         \ 

dpal  oflicers  of  the  India  company,  through  £416,000.  Do  you  believe,  that  these  provinces 

all  the  various  departments,  can  receive  pre-  were  thus  partienlarty  fitvoored  t    Do  yoa        | 
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hink,  that  they  were  chosen  as  a  little  de>*  doned  prostitution  and  conruption,  which  he 

nesne  for  Mr.  Hastings  ?    That  they  were  has  practised  with  indemnity  and  impuni^  to 

he  only  provinces  honoured  with  his  protec-  this  day,  firom  one  end  of  India  to  the  other, 

ion,  so  far  as  to  take  bribes  from  them  ?    Do  At  the  head  of  the  only  account  we  have 

^ou  perceive  any  thing  in  their  local  situation,  of  Uiese  transactions  stands  Dinagepore ;  and 

hat  should  distinguish  them  from  other  pro-  it  now  only  remains  for  me  to  make  some 

dnces  of  Bengal  ?    What  is  the  reason  why  observations   up(Hi   Mr.  Hastings's  proceed- 

Dinagepore,  Patna,  Nuddea,  should  have  the  ings  in  that  province.    Its  name,  then,  and 

}ost  of  honour  assigned  them  ?    What  rea-  that  money  was  taken  from  it,  is  all  that  ap- 

lon  can  be  given  for  not  takixig  bribes  also  pears ;   but  from  whom,  by  what  hands,  by 

from  Burdwan,  from  Bishanpore,  in  short,  what  means,  under  what  pretence,  it  was 

from  all  the  sixty-eight  collections,  which  com-  taken,  he  has  not  told  you ;  he  has  not  told 

prise  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  and  for  select-  his  employers.     I   believe,  however,  I  can 

ing  only  three?   How  came  he,  I  say,  to  be  tell  from  whom  it  was  taken:  and  I  believe 

BO  wicked  a  servant,  that,  out  of  sixty-eight  it  will  appear  to  your  lordships,  that  it  must 

divisions,  he  chose  only  three  to  supply  the  have   been  taken  from  the  unhappy  rajah  of 

exigencies  of  the  company?    He  did  not  Dinagepore;  and  I  shall  in  a  very  few  words 

do  his  duty  in  making  this  distinction,  if  he  state  the  circumstances  attending  and  the  ser- 

thought  that  bribery  was  the  best  way  ^  sup-  vice  performed  for  it :  from  these  you  will  be 

plying  the  company's  treasury ;  and  that  it  able  to  form  a  just  opinion  concerning  thia 

formed  the  most  useful  and  effectual  resource  bribe. 

for  them ;  which  he  has  declared  over  and  over  Dinagepore,  a  hu-ge  province,  was  possess- 
again.    Was  it  right  to  lay  the  whole  weight  ed  by  an  antient  &mily,  the  last  of  whidi, 
of  bribery,  extortion,  and  oppression,  upon  about  the  year  1184  of  their  era,  the  rajah 
those  three  provinces,  and  neglect  the  rest  ?  Bijanaut,  bad  no  legitimate  issue.   When  he 
No ;  you  know,  and  must  know,  that  he,  who  was  at  the  point  of  death,  he  wished  to  ex- 
extorts  from  three  provinces,  will  extort  from  dude  from  Uie  succession  to  the  zemindary, 
twenty,  if  there  are  twenty.  You  have  a  stan-  his  half  brother,  Cantoo  Naut,  with  whom  he 
dard,  a  measure  of  extortion,  and  that  is  all ;  had  lived  upon  ill  terms  for  many  years,  by 
ear  pede  Hercuiem:  guess  from  thence  what  adopting  a  son.    Such  an  adoption,  when  a 
was  extorted  from  all  Bengal!  Do  you  believe  person  has  a  half  brother,  as  he  had,  in  my 
he  could  be  so  cruel  to  Uiese  provinces,  so  poor  judgment,  is  not  countenanced  by  the 
partial  to  the  rest,  as  to  charge  them  with  that  Grentoo  laws.    But  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  who 
load,  with  £.95,000,  knowing  the  heavy  op-  was  placed  by  the  office  he  held,  at  the  bead 
pression  they  were  shiking  under,  and  leave  all  of  the  registry,  where  the  records  were  kept, 
the  rest  untouched  ?   You  will  judge  of  what  by  which  the  rules  of  succession  aocording  to 
is  concealed  from  us  by  what  we  have  discover^  the  custom  of  the  country  are  ascertained, 
ed  through  various  means,  that  have  occurred  became  master  of  these  Gentoo  laws ;  and 
in  consequence  both  of  the  guilty  conscience  through  his  means  Mr.  Hastings  decreed  in 
of  the  person,  who  confesses  the  fact  with  favour  of  the  adoption.    We  find,  that  imme- 
respect  to  these  provinces,  and  of  the  vigour,  diately  afler  this  decree,  Gkmga  Qcma  Sing 
pOTseverance,  and  sagacity  ofthose,  who  have  received  a  cabodeat  on  Dinagepore  for  the 
forced  from   him  that  discovery.    It  is  not  sum  of£.40,000^ofwhich  it  appears,  that  he  has 
therefore  for  me  to  say,  that  the  £.100,000  and  actually  exacted  £.90,000,  though  he  has  paid 
£.95,000  only  were  taken.    Where  the  cir-  to  Mr.   Hastings  only  £  JBO/M).    We  find, 
comstances  entitle  me  to  go  on,  I  must  not  be  before  the  young  rajah  had  been  in  possession 
stopped,  but  at  the  boundary  where  human  a  year,  his  natural  guardians  and  relations,  on 
nature  has  fixed  a  barrier.  one  pretence  or  another,  all  turned  out  of  their 
You  have  now  before  you  the  true  reason  offices.    The  peshcush,  or  fixed  annual  rent 
why  he  did  not  choose  that  this  affair  shouki  payable  to  the  company  for  his  lemindaiy,  fell 
come  before  a  court  of  justice.    Rather  than  into  arrear,  as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
this  exposure  should  be  made,  he  to-day  would  from  the  rajah's  inability  to  pay  both  his  rent 
call    for  the    mountains    to   cover  him :  he  and  this  exorbitant  bribe,  extorted  firom  a  niin- 
wouM  prefer  an  inquiry  into  the  business  of  ed  fiunily.    Instandy,  under  pretext  of  this  ar^ 
the  three  seals ;  into  any  thing  foreign  to  the  rearage,  Gkmga  Govin  Sing,  and  the  fictitioos 
■object  I  am  now  discussing,  in  order  to  committee,  which  Mi'.   Hastings  had  made 
keep  you  firom   the  discovery  of  that  gross  for  his  wicked  purposes,  composed  of  Mr. 
bribery,  that  shamefol  peculation,  that  aban-  Anderwrn,  Mr.  Shora,  and  Mr.  Croftet,  who 
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were  but  the  tools,  as  they  tell  us  themselves,  displeased  with   the  late  goyernour,  Warrei 
of  Gunga  Grovin  Sing,  gave  that  monster  of  Hastings,   Elsq.  upon   tlie   suspicion  that  he 
iniquity,  Debi  Sing,  the  goveraroent  of  this  oppressed   us,  took  money  firom  us  by  deceit 
family.    They  put  this  noble  infant,  this  mise-  and  force,  and  ruined  the  country  ;  therdbre 
table  rajah,  together  with  the  management  of  we,  upon  the  strength   of  our  religion,  which 
the  provinces  of  Dinagepore  and  Rungpore,  we  think  it  incumbent  on   and  necessary  for 
into  his  wicked  and  abominable  hands  ;  where  us  to  abide  by,  following  the  rules  laid  dowo 
the  ravages  he  committed  excited  what  was  in  giving  evidence,  declare  the  particulars  of 
called  a  rebellion,  that  forced  him  to  fly  from  the  acts  and  deeds  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 
the  country,  and  into  which  I  do  not  wonder  full  of  circumspection  and    cautioo,   civilly 
he  should  be  desirous  that  a  political  and  not  and  justice,  superiour  to  the  caution  of  the 
a  juridical  inquiry  should  be  made.    The  most  learned ;  and  by  representing  what  is 
savage  barbarities,  which  were  there  perpe-  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts,  that  have  posses- 
trated,  I  have  already,  in  the  execution  of  my  sed  the  minds  of  the    ministers  of  England: 
duty,  brought  before  this  House  and  my  coun-  That  Mr.  Hastings  is  possessed   of  &lelity 
try ;  and  it  will  be  seen,  when  we  come  to  the  and  c<mfidence,  and  yielding  protection  to  us ; 
proof,  whether  what  I  have  asserted  was  the  that  he  is  clear  of  the  contamination  of  mis- 
effect  either  of  a  deluded  judgment  or  disor-  trust  and  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  cove- 
dered  imagination  ;  and  whether  the  facts  I  tousness  or  avarice.    During  the  time  of  his 
state  cannot  be  substantiated  by  authentic  re-  administration  no  one  saw  other  conduct  than 
ports,  and  were  none  of  my  invention:  and,  that  of  protection  to  the  husbandmen  and  jus- 
iastly,  whether  the  means,  that  were  taken  to  tice ;   no  inhabitant  ever  experienced  afflic- 
discredil  them,  do  not  infinitely  aggravate  the  tions,  no  one  ever  felt  oppression   from  him ; 
guilt  of  the  offenders.     Mr.  Hastings  wanted  our  reputati(His   have   alwa3rs  been  guarded 
to  fly  from  judicial  inquiry ;  he  wanted  to  put  from  attacks  by  his  prudence,  and  our  families 
Debi  Sing  anywhere  but  in  a  court  of  jus-  have  always  been  protected  by  his  justice.  He 
tice.    A  court  of  justice,  where  a  direct  as-  never  omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kiud- 
sertion  is  brought  forward,  and  a  direct  proof  ness  towards  us,  but   healed   the  wounds  of 
applied  to   it,  is  an   element   in  which   he  despair  with  the  salve  of  consolation,  by  means 
cannot  live  for   a  moment.    He  woukl  seek  of  his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never 
refuge  cuny  where,  even  in  the  very  sanctuary  permitting  one  of  us  to  sink  in  the  pit  of  de- 
'  of  his  accusers,  rather  than  abide  a  trial  with  spondence.     He  supported  every   one  by  his 
him  in  a  court  of  justice  :  but  the  House  of  goodness ;  overset  the  designs  of  evH-rainded 
CommtMis  was  too  just  not  to  send  him  to  this  men  by  his  authority ;  tied  the  hands  of  op- 
tribunal,   whose  justice  they   cannot  doubt,  pression  with  the  strong  bandage  d*  justice, 
whose  penetration  he  cannot  elude,  and  whose  and  by  these  means  expanded  the   pleasing 
decision  will  justify  those  managers,  whose  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over  us :  he 
characters  he  attempted  to  defame.  re-established  justice  and  impartiality.    We 
But  this  is  not  all.    We  find,  that  after  the  were,  during  his  governmmt,  in  the  enjoy- 
cruel  sale  of  this  infant,  who  was  properly  and  ment  of  perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and  many 
directly  under  the  guardianship  of  the  compa-  of  us  are  thankfiil  and  satisfied.     As  Mr. 
ny,  (for  the  company  acts  as  steward  and  do-  Hastings  was  well  acquainted  with  our  nan- 
wan  of  the  province,  which  office    has  the  ners  and  customs,  he  was  always  desirous,  in 
guardianship  of  minors,)  afler  he  had  been  every  respect,  of  doing  whatever  would  pre- 
robbed  of  £.40,000  by  the  hands  of  Gunga  serve  our  religious  rights,   and   guard  them 
Govin  Sing,  and   afterwards,  under  pretence  against  every  kind  of  accident  and   injury ; 
of  his  being  in  debt  to  the  company,  delivered  and  at  all  times  protected  us.    Whatever  we 
into  the  hands  of  that  monster,  Debi  Sing,  have   experienced  firom   him,  and  whatever 
Mr.  Hastings,  by  way  of  anticipation  of  these  happened  from  him,  we  have  written  without 
diarges,  and  in  answer  to  them,  has  thought  deceit  or  exaggeration." 
proper  to  produce  the  certificate  from  this  un-  My  lords,  this  Radanaut,  zemindar  of  the 
f(Ntunate  boy,  which  I  will  now  again  read  to  purgunnah,  who,  as  your  lortkdiips  hear,  bears 
you : —  evidence  up<Ni  oath  to  all  the  great  and  good 
"  I,  Radanaut,  zemindar  of  purgunnah  Ha-  qualities  of  the  govemour,  and  particularly, 
vttljf  Penjuna,  &c.  commonly  called  Dinage-  to  his  absolute  freedom  from  oovetousness ; 
pore:— As  it  has  been  learned  by  me,  the  mut-  this  persmi,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  appeals, 
seddies,  and  the  respectable  ofik^rs  of  my  ze-  was,  as  the  c<xnmittee  state,  a  boy  between 
mindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England  are  five  and  six  years  okl  at  the  tine  whan  he  was 
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given  into  the  hands  of  Debi  Sing ;  and  when  The  moment  an  Englishman  appears,  as 

Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  which  was  in  1786,  this  gentleman  does  in  the  province  of  Dina- 

was  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  old?  gepore,  to  collect  certificates  for  Mr.  Has- 

This  is  the  sort  of  testimony,  that  Mr.  Has-  tings,  it  is  a  command  for  them,  the  people, 

tings  produces,  to  prove,  that  he  was  clear  to  say  what  he  pleases, 

from  all  sort  of  extortion,  oppressiQn,  and  cove-  And  here,  my  lords,  I  would  wish  to  say 

tousness,  in  this  very  zemindary  of  Dinage-  something  of  the  miserable  situation  of  the 

pore.    This  boy,  who  is  so  observant,  who  is  people  of  that  country  ;  but  it  is  not  in  my 

so  penetrating,  who  is  so  accurate  in  his  know-  commission,  and  I  must  be  silent ;  and  shall 

ledge  of  the  whole  government  of  Mr.  Has-  only  request  your  lordships  to  observe,  how 

tings,  was,  I  say,  when  he  led  his  government,  this  crime  of  bribery  grows  in  its  magnitude, 

at  the  utmost,  but  eleven  years  and  a  half  old.  First,  the  bribe  is  taken  through  Gunga  Gro- 

Now,  to  what   an  extremity  is  this  unhappy  vin  Sing,  from  this  infant,  for  his  succession 

man  at  your  bar  driven,  when  oppressed  by  to  the   zemindary.      Next  follows,   the  re- 

tbis  accumulative  load  of  corruption  charged  moval  from  their  offices,  and  consequent  mini 

upon  him,  and  seeing  his  bribery,  his  preva-  of  all  his  nearest  natural  relations.     Then 

rication,  his  fraudulent  bonds  brought  before  the  delivery  of  the  province  to  Debi  Sing, 

you,  he  gives  the  testimony  of  this  child,  who  upon  the  pretence  of  the  arrears  due  to  the 

for  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  lived  900  miles  company,  with  all  the  subsequent  horrours 

from  the  seat  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  committed  under  the  management  of  that  atro- 

Consider  the  miserable  situation  of  this  poor  cious  villain.     And  lastly,  the  gross  subor- 

unfortunate  boy,  made  to  swear,  with  all  the  nation   of  perjury,  in  making  this  wretched 

solemnities  of  his  religion,  that  Mr.  Hastings  minor,  under  twelve  years  of  age,  bear  testi- 

was  never  guilty  in  his  province  of  any  act  of  mony,  upon  oath,  to  the   good  qualities  of 

rapacity.     Such  are  the  testimonies,  which  Mr.  Hastings,  and  of  his  government ;  this 

are  there  called   rozannammas,  in  favour  of  minor,  I  say,  who  lived  300  miles  from  the 

Mr.  Hastings,  with  which  all  India  is  said  to  seat  of  his  government,  and  who,  if  he  knew 

sound.    Do  we  attempt  to  conceal  them  from  any  thing  at  all  of  his  own  affairs,  must  have 

your  lordships  ?    No,  we  bring  them  forth  to  known  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  cause  of 

show  you  the  wickedness  of  the  man,  who,  all  his  sufferings. 

after  he  has  robbed  innocence,  after  he  has  My  lords,  I  have  now  gone  through  the 
divided  the  spoil  between  Gunga  Govin  Sing  whole  of  what  I  have  in  charge.  I  have 
and  himself,  gets  the  party  robbed  to  perjure  laid  before  you  the  covenants,  by  which  the 
himself  for  his  sake,  if  such  a  creature  is  ca-  company  have  thought  fit  to  guard  against 
pable  of  being  guilty  of  perjury.  We  have  the  avarice  and  rapacity  of  their  governours. 
another  rozannamma  sent  from  Nuddea,  by  a  I  have  shown,  that  they  positively  forbid  the 
person  nearly  under  the  same  circumstances  taking  of  all  sorts  of  bribes  and  presents :  and 
with  Radanaut,  namely,  Maha  Rajah  Dhe-  I  have  stated  the  means  adopted  by  them 
raja  Scolbrtlnd  Bahadre,  only  made  to  differ  for  preventing  the  evasion  of  their  orders,  by 
in  some  expressions  firom  the  former,  that  it  directing,  in  aJl  money  transactions,  the  pub- 
wight  not  appear  to  originate  from  the  same  licity  of  them.  I  have  farther  shown,  that, 
hand.  These  miserable  rozannammas  he  de-  in  order  to  remove  every  temptation  to  a 
livers  to  you  as  the  collected  voice  of  the  breach  of  their  orders,  the  next  step  was  the 
country,  to  show  how  ill-founded  the  impreth  framing  a  legal  fiction,  by  which  presents  and 
sions  are  which  committees  of  the  House  of  money,  under  whatever  pretence  taken,  were 
Commons  (for  to  them  they  allude,  I  suppose)  made  the  legal  property  of  the  company,  in 
have  taken  concerning  this  man,  during  their  order  to  enable  them  to  recover  them  out  of 
inquiries  into  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  any  rapacious  hands,  that  might  violate  the 
the  company  in  India.  new  act  of  parliament.    I  have  also  stated 

Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  have  only  to  this  act  of  parliament.    I  have  stated  Mr. 

give  you  the  opinion  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  a  Hastings's  sense  of  it.   I  have  stated  the  vio- 

name  consecrated  to  respect  for  ever,  (your  lation  of  it  by  his  taking  bribes  from  all  quar- 

lordships  know  him  in  this  hous^  as  well  as  .  ters.    I  have  stated  the  fraudulent  bonds,  by 

I  do)  respecting  these  petitions  and  certifi-  which  he  claimed  a  security  for  money  as 

cates  of  good  behaviour :—  his   own,  which  belonged  to  the  company. 

"  From  the  reasons  and  sentiments,  that  I  have  stated  the  series  of  frauds,  prevarictp 

they  contain,  &c.  tions,  conceaknents,  and  all  that  mystery  of 

[I%u  documaU  eamwt  be  found,]  iniquity,  which  I  waded  through  with  pain 
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to  niTMtft  I  UB  ■**!  *>m!  with  infinite  ptin,  haps  properly,  with  being  a  sullen, 
I  fear,  to  Toor  kMrdahips.     I  have  shown  cokl,  unpleasant  race  of  men ;  and  as  incoB- 
vour  lonUiips,  that  his  erasions  of  the  clear  stant  as  the  climate  in  which  they  are  bora. 
words  of  his  covenant,  and  the  clear  words  These  are  the  Tices,  which  the  enemies  of 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  were  such  as  did  the  kingdom  charged  them  with,  and  people 
go(  arise  from  an  erroneous  judgment,  but  are  seldom  charged  with  vices,  of  wfaidi  they 
from  a  corrupt  intention :  and,  I  belioTe,  you  do  not  in  some  measure   partake.    But  no- 
will  find,  that  his  attempt  to  evade  the  law  body  refiised  them  the  character  of  being  aa 
asgraTates  infinitely  his  guilt  in  breaking  it.  open-hearted,  candid,  liberal,  plain,  sincere 
In  all  this  I  have  only  opened  to  you  the  pack-  people ;  qualities,  which  would  cancel  a  thou* 
age  of  this  business ;  I  have  opened   it  to  sand  &ults,  if  they  had  them, 
ventilate  it,  and  give  air  to  it :  I  have  opened        But  if,  by  conniving  at  these  fiauds,  yoa 
it,  that  a  quarantine   might  be  performed  ;  once  teach  the  people  of  Kngland  a  conceal- 
XhkX.  the  sweet  air  of  heaven,  which  is  pollut-  ing,  narrow,  suspicious,  guarded  conduct :  if 
ed  by  the  poison  it  contains,  might  be  let  you  teach  them   qualities  directly  the  con- 
loose  upon  it,  and  that  it  may  be  aired  and  trary  to  those  by  which   they  have  hitherto 
ventilated    before    your    k>rdships    touch   it.  been  distinguished  :  if  you  make  them  a  na- 
Those,  who  folk>w  me,  will   endeavour  to  tion  of  concealers,  a  nation  of  dissemblers,  a 
explain  to  your  lordships,  what  Mr.  Hastings  nation  of  liars,  a  nation  of  forgers ;  my  lords, 
has  endeavoured  to  involve  in  mystery,  by  if  you,  in  one  word,  turn  them  into  a  people 
bringing  proof  afler  proof,  that  every  bribe,  of  banyans,  the  character  of  England,  that 
that  was   here  concealed,  was  taken  with  character,  which  more  than  our  arms  and 
corrupt  purposes,  and  followed  with  the  most  more  than  our  commerce  has  made  us  a  great 
pernicious  consequences.    These  are  things,  nation,  the  character  of  England  will  be  gone 
which  will  be  brought  to  you  in  proof.    I  and  lost. 

have  only  regarded  tiie  system  of  bribery ;  I         Our  liberty  is  as  much  in  danger,  as  our 

have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  it  is  a  sys-  honour  and  our  national   character.     We, 

tem  of  mystery  and  concealment;  and,  conse-  who  here  appear  representing  the  Conunons 

quently,  a  system  of  fraud.  of  England,  are  not  wild  enough,  not  to  trem- 

You  now  see  some  of  the  means,  by  which  ble  both  for  ourselves  and  for  our  constituents, 
fortunes  have  been  made,  by  certain  persons,  at  the  effect  of  riches  :  '<  C^ntm  metuenda 
in  India;  you  see,  the  confederacies  they  potesUu."  We  dread  the  operation  of  money, 
have  formed  with  one  another  for  their  mutual  Do  we  not  know,  that  there  are  many  men, 
concealment  and  mutual  support ;  you  will  who  wait,  and  who  indeed  hardly  wait,  the 
see,  how  they  reply  to  their  own  deceitful  event  of  this  prosecution,  to  let  loose  all  the 
inquiries  by  fraudulent  answers  ;  you  will  cwrupt  wealth  of  India,  acquired  by  the  op- 
see,  that  Cheltenham  calls  upon  Calcutta,  pression  of  that  country,  for  the  corruption  of 
as  one  deep  calls  upon  another ;  and  that  the  all  the  liberties  of  this  :  and  to  fill  the  parlia- 
call,  which  is  made  for  explanation,  is  answer-  ment  with  men,  who  are  now  the  object  of 
ed  in  mystery ;  in  riiort,  you  will  see  the  very  its  indignation.  To-day,  the  Commons  of 
constitution  oftheir  minds  here  developed.  Great  Britain  prosecute  the  delinquents  of 

And  now,  my  lords,  in  what  a  situation  are  India.  To-morrow  the  delinquents  of  India 
we  all  placed.  This  prosecution  of  the  Com-  may  be  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  We 
mens  (I  wish  to  have  it  understood,  and  I  know,  I  say,  and  feel  the  force  of  money; 
am  sure  I  shall  not  be  disclaimed  in  it)  is  a  and  we  now  call  upon  your  lordships  for  jus- 
prosecution  not  only  for  the  punishing  a  de-  tice  in  this  cause  of  money.  We  call  up<»i 
linquent,  a  prosecution  not  merely  for  pre-  you  for  the  preservation  of  our  manners- 
venting  this  and  that  c^ence,  but  it  is  a  of  our  virtues.  We  call  upon  you  for  oni 
great  censorial  prosecution,  for  the  purpose  national  character.  We  call  upon  you  for 
of  preserving  the  manners,  characters,  and  our  liberties ;  and  hope,  that  the  freedom  of 
virtues,  that  characterize  the  people  of  Eng-  the  Commons  will  be  preserved  by  the  justice 
land.  The  situation  in  which  we  stand  is  of  the  k>rds. 
dreadful.      These  people  pour  in  upon  us  . 

every  day.    They  not  only  bring  with  them        *:,e  *  In  this  article  Mr.  Burke  was  support- 

the  wealth,  which  they  have   acquired,  but  edonthe  16th  of  February  1790,  by  Mr.  Ao- 

they  bring  with  them  into  our  country  the  struther,  who  opened  the  remaining  part  of  the 

vices  by  which  it  was  acquired.    Formerly  sixth  article,  and  part  of  the  seventh  article, 

the  people  of  En^and  were  censured,  and,  per-  and  the  evidence  was  summed  up  and  enforced 
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by  him.  The  rest  of  the  evidence  upon  the  their  proceeding  on  the  trial  of  Warren  Has- 
racth,  and  on  part  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  tings,  Esquire,  and  to  report  what  they  found 
fourteenth  articles,  were  respectively  opened  therein  to  the  House  ;  (which  committee  were 
mnd  enforced  by  Mr.  Fox  and  other  of  the  the  managers  appointed  to  make  good  the  ar- 
nunagersjon  the  7th  and  9th  of  June,  in  the  tides  of  impeachment  against  the  said  War- 
same  session.  ren  Hastings,  Esquire ;  (and  who  were  after- 

On  the  23d  May  1791,  Mr.  St.  John  opened  wards  instructed  to  report  the  several  matters 

the  fourth  article  of  charge  ;  and  evidence  which  had  occurred  since  the  commencement 

was  heard  in  support  of  the  same.    In  the  of  the  prosecution,  and  which  had,  in  their 

fiiUowing  sessions  of  1792,  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  contributed  to  the  duration  thereof  to 

counsel  were  heard  in  his  defence,  which  was  that  time,  with  their  observations  thereupon.— 

continued  throu^  the  whole  of  the  sessions  On  the  30th  of  April,  the  following  report, 

of  1793.  written  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  adopted  by  the 

On  the  5th  of  March  1794,  a  select  commit-  committee,  was  presented  to  the   House  of 

tee  was  appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  Commons,  and  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 

to  inspect  the  k>rds'  journals,  in  relation  to  printed.— Edit. 


REPORT 

t 

MADE  ON  THE  30th  APRIL  1794,  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
APPOINTED  TO  INSPECT  THE  LORDS'  JOURNALS,  IN  RELATION  TO  THEIR  PROCEED 
ING  ON  THE  TRIAL  OP  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESQUIRE,  AND  TO  REPORT  WHAT  THEY 
FIND  THEREIN  TO  THE  HOUSE;  (WHICH  COMMITTEE  WERE  THE  MANAGERS  APPOINT- 
ED TO  MAKE  GOOD  THE  ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT  AGAINST  THE  SAID  WARREN 
HASTINGS,  ESaUIRE ;)  AND  WHO  WERE  AFTERWARDS  INSTRUCTED  TO  REPORT  THE 
SEVERAL  MATTERS  WHICH  HAVE  OCCURRED  SINCE  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE 
SAID  PROSECUTION,  AND  WHICH  HAVE,  IN  THEIR  OPINION,  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE  DU- 
RATION THEREOF  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME,  WITH  THEIR  OBSERVATIONS  THEREUPON. 

Your  committee  has  received  two  powers  Tour  committee  has  considered,  first,  the 
from  the  House — The  first  on  the  5th  of  March  mere  fact  of  the  duration  of  the  trial,  which 
1794,  to  inspect  the  lords' journals,  in  relation  they  find  to  have  commenced  on  the  13th  day 
to  their  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  Warren  of  February  1788,  and  to  have  continued,  by 
Hastings,  Esquire,  and  to  report  what  they  various  adjournments,  to  the  said  17th  of 
find  therein  to  the  House.  The  second  is  an  March.  During  that  period  the  sittings  of  the 
instruction  given  on  the  17th  day  of  the  same  court  have  occupied  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
month  of  March,  to  this  effect :  That  your  days,  or  about  one-third  of  a  y^ar.  The  dis- 
committee  do  report  to  this  House,  the  several  tribution  of  the  sitting  days  in  each  year  is  as 
matters  which  have  occurred  since  the  com-  follows 
mencement  of  the  said  prosecution,  and  which 
have,  in  their  opinion,  contributed  to  the  du- 
ration thereof  to  the  present  time,  with  their 
observations  thereupon. 

Your  committee  is  sensible  that  the  dura- 
tion of  the  said  trial,  and  the  causes  of  dura- 
tion, as  well  as  the  matters  which  have  therein 
occurred,  do  well  merit  the  attentive  consider- 
ation of  this  House  ;  we  have  therefore  en-  ' 
deavoured,  with  all  diligence,  to  employ  the  Total  -  -  -  118 
powers  that  have  been  granted,  and  to  execute  — — « 
the  orders  that  have  been  given  to  us,  and  to  Your  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider 
report  thereon  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  as  the  causes  of  this  duration,  with  regard  to 
(ally  as  the  time  would  aidmit.                            time,  as  measured  by  the  calendar,  and  also  as 


Days. 

In  the 

year  1788,  the  court 

sat 

-      36 

1789, 

. 

-    17 

1790,      - 

■ 

-       14 

1791, 

. 

-      5 

1792,        -        . 

• 

-        22 

1793, 

. 

-    22 

1794, 

to  the  first  of  March, 

inclusive    8 

I 
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niefsar«<i  by  the  namber  of  days  occupied  in  yev.  This  your  committee  coDceiref  ts 
actual  sitting.  They  Bad,  on  examining  the  have  arisen  firom  the  following  immediits 
duration  of  the  trial,  with  reference  to  the  causes :  First,  The  nature  and  extent  of  die 
number  of  years  which  it  has  lasted,  that  it  matter  to  be  tried.  Secondly,  The  general 
has  been  owing  to  several  prorogations,  and  nature  and  quality  of  the  evidence  produced; 
to  one  dissolution  of  parliament ;  to  discus-  it  was  principally  documentary  evidence,  coo- 
sions  which  are  supposed  to  have  arisen  in  tlie  tained  in  papers  of  great  length,  the  whole  o{ 
House  of  Peers,  on  the  legality  of  the  continu-  which  was  often  required  to  be  read,  irheo 
ance  of  impeachments  from  parliament  to  par-  brought  to  prove  a  single  short  fact ;  or  it  wu 
liament ;  that  it  has  been  owing  to  the  ntmiber  oral  evidence,  in  which  must  be  taken  into 
and  length  of  the  adjournments  of  the  court ;  consideration  the  number  and  description  of 
particularly  the  adjournments  on  account  of  the  witnesses  examined  and  cross-examined, 
the  circuit,  which  adjournments  were  inter-  Thirdly,  and  principally,  The  duration  of  the 
posed  in  the  middle  of  the  session,  and  the  trial  is  to  attributed  to  objections  takoi  by  the 
most  proper  time  for  business;  that  it  has  prisoner's  counsel  to  the  admissibflity  of seve- 
been  owing  to  one  adjournment,  made  in  ral  documents  and  persons,  offered  as  evidence 
consequence  of  a  complaint  of  the  prisoner  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  These  objec- 
against  ons  of  your  managers,  which  took  up  jections  amounted  to  sixty-two :  they  gave  rise 
a  space  of  ten  days ;  that  two  days'  adjourn-  to  several  debates,  and  to  twelve  references 
ments  were  made  on  account  of  the  illness  of  firom  the  court  to  the  judges.  On  the  part  of 
certain  of  the  managers :  and,  as  far  as  your  the  managers,  the  nmnber  of  objections  was 
committee  can  judge,  twu  sitting  days  were  small;  the  debates  upon  them  were  short; 
prevented  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  dere-  there  was  not  upon  them  any  reference  to  the 
liciion  of  defence  of  the  prisoner  at  the  close  of  jtidges ;  and  the  lords  did  not  even  retire  upon 
the  last  sessions,  your  managers  not  having  been  any  of  them  to  the  chamber  of  parliament, 
then  ready  to  produce  their  evidence  in  reply,  This  last  cause  of  the  nimiber  of  sitting 
nor  to  make  their  observations  on  the  evidence  days,  your  committee  considers  as  far  more 
produced  by  the  prisoner's  counsel ;  as  they  important  than  all  the  rest.  The  questions 
expected  the  whole  to  have  been  gone  through  upon  the  admissibility  of  evidence ;  the  man- 
befure  they  were  called  on  for  their  reply.  In  ner  in  which  these  questions  were  stated  and 
this  session,  your  committee  computes  that  were  decided;  the  modes  of  proceeding;  the 
Ihe  trial  was  delayed  about  a  week  or  ten  great  uncertainty  of  the  principle  upon  which 
days.  The  lords  waited  for  the  recovery  of  evidence  in  that  court  is  to  be  admitted  or  re- 
the  Marquis  Comwallis,  the  prisoner  wishing  jccted :  all  these  appear  to  your  committee 
to  avail  himself  of  the  testimony  of  that  noble  materially  to  affect  the  constitution  of  the 
person.  House  of  Peers,  as  a  court  of  judicature,  as 
With  regard  to  the  118  days  employed  in  well  as  its  powers,  and  the  purposes  it  was  in- 
actual  sitting,  the  distribution  of  the  business  tended  to  answer  in  the  state.  The  peers  have 
was  in  the  manner  following:  There  were  a  valuable  interest  in  the  conservaticm  (^ their 
spent,  own  lawful  privileges:  but  this  interest  is  not 

Days,  confined  to  the  lords.    The  Commons  ought  to 

In  reading  the  articles  of  impeachment,  partake  in  the  advantage  of  the  judicial  rights 

and  the  defendant's  answer,  and  in  and  privileges  of  that  high  court.    Courts  are 

debate  on  the  mode  of  proceeeding      S  made  for  the  suitors,  and  not  the  suitors  for  the 

Opening  speeches,  and  summing  up  by  court.    The  conservation  of  all  other  parts  of 

the  managers        -        -        -        -     19  the  law,  the  whole  indeed  of  the  rights  and 

Documentary  and  oral  evidence  by  the  liberties  of  the  subject,  ultimately  depends 

managers        ....           51  upon  the  preservation  of  the  law  of  parliament 

Opening  speeches  and  summing  up  by  in  its  original  force  and  authority. 

the  defendant's  counsel,  and  defend-  Your  committee  had  reascm  to  entertain  ap- 

ant's  addresses  to  the  court        -         22  prehensions,  that  certain  proceedings  in  this 

Documentary  and  oral  evidence  on  the  trial  may  possibly  limit  and  weaken  the  means 

part  of  the  defendant        -                   2S  of  carrying  on  any  future  impeachment  of  the 

— —  Commons.    As  your  conmiittee  felt  these  af^- 

118  prehensions  strongly,   they  thought   it   their 

—  duty  to  begin  with  humbly  sunmiittmg  facts  and 

The  other  head,  namely,  that  the  trial  has  observations,  cm  the  proceedings  concerning 

occupied  118  days,  or  nearly  one-thvd  of  a  evidence,  to  the  consideration  of  thia  House, 
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before  they  proceed  to  state  the  other  matters  an  opinion,  that  they  have  virtually  submitted 

which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  directions  to  a  division  of  their  legal  powers ;  or  that,  put- 

which  they  have  received.  ting  themselves  into  the  situation  of  mere  triers 

To  enable  your  committee  the  better  to  ex-  or  jurors,  they  may  suffer  the  evidence  in  the 

ecute  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  in  carrying  cause  to  be  produced  or  not  produced  bef<H'e 

on  the  impeachment  of  this  House,  and  to  find  them,  according  to  the  discretion  <^  the  judges 

some  principle  on  which  they  were  to  order  of  the  inferiour  courts, 
and  regulate  their  conduct  therein,  they  found 

it  necessary  to  look  attentively  to  the  jurisdic-  LAW  OP  PARLIAMENT, 

tion  of  the  court  in  which  they  were  to  act 

for  this  House,  and  into  its  laws  and  rules  of  Tour  committee  finds,  that  the  lords,  in  mat- 
proceeding,  as  well  as  into  the  rights  and  ter  of  appeal  or  impeachment  in  parliament,  are 
powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  their  im-  not  of  right  obliged  to  proceed  according  to  the 
peachments.  course  or  rules  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  or  by 

those  of  the  law  or  usage  of  any  of  the  infe- 

RELATION  OP  THE  JUDGES,  &c.  TO  riour  courts  in  Westminster  Hall;  but  by  the 

THE  COURT  OP  PARLIAMENT.  law  and  usage  of  parliament.    And  your  com- 
mittee finds,  that  this  has  been  declared  in  the 

Upon  examining  into  the  course  of  proceed-  most  clear  and  explicit  manner,  by  the  House 

ing  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  into  the  rela-  of  Lords,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1387  and  1388 

tion   which  exists  between  the  peers  on  the  in  the  11th  year  of  King  Richard  the  Second. 
<Hie  hand,  and  their  attendants  and  assistants,        Upon  an  appeal  in  parliament  then  depend- 

the  judges  of  the  realm,  barons  of  the  exchequer  ing,  against  certain  great  persons,  peers  and 

of  the  coif,  the  king's  learned  council,  and  the  commoners,  the  said  appeal  was  referred  to  the 

civilians  masters  of  the  chancery,  on  the  other ;  justices  and  other  learned  persons  of  the  law  ; 

it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  these  judges  "At  which  time"  (it  is  said  in  the  record) 

and  other  persons  learned  in  the  common  and  "  that  the  justices  and  Serjeants,  and  others 

civil  laws,  are  no  integrant  and  necessary  part  the  learned  in  the  law  civil,  were  charged,  by 

of  that  court.    Their  writs  of  summons  are  order  of  the  king  our  sovereign  aforesaid,  to 

essentially  different ;  and  it  does  not  appear  give  their  faithful  counsel  to  Uie  lords  of  the 

that  they  or  any  of  them  have,  or  of  right  ought  parliament,  concerning  the  due  proceedings 

to  have,  a  deliberative  voice,  either  actually  in  the  cause  of  the  appeal  aforesaid.     The 

or  virtually,  in  the  judgments  given  in  the  high  which  justices,  Serjeants,  and  the  learned  in 

court  of  parliament.      Their  attendance  in  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  and  also  the  learned 

that  court  is  solely  ministerial ;  and  their  an-  in  the  law  civil,  have  taken  the  same  into  de- 

swers  to  questions  put  to  them,  are  not  to  be  liberation ;  and  have  answered  to  the  said  lords 

regarded  as  declaratory  of  the  law  of  pariia-  of  parliament,  that  they  had  seen  and  well  con- 

ment,  but  are  merely  consul tory  responses,  in  sidered  the  tenour  of  the  said  appeal ;  and  they 

order  to  furnish  such  matter  (to  be  submitted  say,  that  the  same  appeal  was  neither  made 

to  the  judgment  of  the  peers)  as  may  be  use-  nor  pleaded  according  to  the  order  which  the 

fui  in  reasoning  by  analogy,  so  far  as   the  one  law  or  the  other  requires.    Upon  which 

nature  of  the  rules,  in  the  respective  courts  of  the  said  lords  of  parliament  have  taken  the 

the  learned  persons  consulted,  shall  appear  to  same  into  deliberation  and  consultation,  and 

the  House  to  be  applicable  to  the  nature  and  by  the  assent  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  and  of 

circumstance  of  the  case  before  them,  and  no  their  common  agreement,  it  was  declared,  that 

otherwise.  in  so  high  a  crime  as  that  which  is  charged  in 

this  appeal,  which  touches  the  person  of  our 

JURISDICTION  OP  THE  LORDS.  bid  the  king,  and  the  state  of  the  whole  king- 

dom,  perpetrated  by  persons  who  are  peers  of 

Your  committee  finds.  That  in  all  impeach-  the  kingdom,  along  with  others,  the  cause  shall 

ments  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  for  not  be  tried  in  any  other  place  but  in  parliar 

high  crimes  and   misdemeanours,  before  the  ment,  nor  by  any  other  law  than  the  law  and 

peers  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  the  peers  course  of  parliament ;  and  that  it  belongeth  to 

are  not  triers  or  jurors  only,  but  by  the  antient  the  lords  of  parliament,  and  to  their  franchize 

laws  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  known  and  liberty  by  the  antient  custom  of  the  parlia- 

by  constant  usage,  are  judges  both  of  law  and  ment,  to  be  judges  in  such  cases ;  and  in  these 

fact ;  and  we  conceive  that  the  lords  are  bound  cases  to  judge  by  the  assent  of  the  king ;  and 

not  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  rise  to  tfauf  it  shall  be  done  in  this  case,  by  the  award 
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of  piiliiT^r-  bacMM  Um  imIoi  of  Eafhad  always  supported  tlie  same  firaadiises;  nil 

iMi  Ml  beea  beralofcra,  nor  is  it  the  iaieotioo  are  there  any  preoedeals  upon  the  naaik  d  1 1 

•f  oiv  said  lord  the  king,  and  the  lords  of  par-  pariirment  suhrerting  either  the  geacitl  nb  1 1 

lis  IT  1,  that  it  ever  should  be,  governed  by  the  or  the  particolar  pririlege ;  so  (ar  as  the  ■■§ 

law  dWl :  And  abo,  it  is  their  resolution,  noC  relates  either  to  the  course  of  prooeedjsgsr  li 

to  rule  or  govern  so  high  a  cause  as  this  appeal  theruleoTlaw^by  wfaidi  thelofftbarels|Blp. 

b,  which  cannot  be  tried  any  where  but  in  par-  Tour  oooimittee  obserrea  also,  dut  is  ik 

Uamsot,  as  hath  been  said  befijre,  by  the  course^  commtssioos  to  the  aeveraJ  lords  h^  stewtij^ 

process,  and  order  used  in  any  courts  or  places  who  have  been  appointed  on  the  trials  of  peen 

inleriour,  in  the  sanse  kingdom ;  which  courts  impesched  by  the   Commons,  die  ^wxeSap 

and  places  are  not  more  than  the  executors  of  are  directed  to  be  had  aooording  to  the  law  asd 

the  antieot  laws  and  customs  of  the  kingdom,  custom  of  the  kingdom,  amd  the  euMomrfftr* 

and  of  the  ordinances  and  establishmeitts  of  Samad ;  which  words  are  not  to  be  (bund  is  lbs 

parliament.    It  was  determined  by  the  said  commissions  tot  trying  upon  iodictmeots. 

lords  of  parlianwnt,  by  the  assent  of  our  said  "  As  every  court  of  justice'*    (says  Lord 

lord  the  king,  that  this  appeal  was  made  and  Coke)  *'  hath  laws  and  cowlonw  for  its  dine* 

pleaded  well  and  sufficiently,  and  that  the  pro-  tion,  some  by  the  caommon  law,  aoa»e  by  tbe 

eess  upon  it  is  good  and  effectual,  according  to  civil  and  canon  law,  some  by  pectdisr  laws 

the  law  and  course  of  parliament,  and  ibr  such  and  customs,  &c.  so  tbe  high  court  of  par* 

they  decree  and  adjudge  it.*'  lisment,  md$  propnia  Ugilma  et  csMMcfsdas* 

And  your  committee  6nds,  that  toward  the  Ima  tmbrntiit.    It  is  by  the  lex  ei  oonsoetsdo 

dose  of  the  same  parliament,  the  same  right  parUamenti,  that  all  wei^ty  matters  ia  aad 

was  again  claimed  and  admitted  as  the  special  parliament  moved,  concerning  tbe  peers  of 

privilege  of  the  peers,  in  the  following  man-  tbe  realm,  or  Commons  in  parliament  asaeei* 

ner :  **  In  this  parliament,  all  the  lords  then  bled,  ought  to  be  decennined,  adjudged,  and 

present,  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal,  daimed  discussed  by  the  course  of  tbe  parliameiU, 

as  their  franchise  that  the   weighty  matters  and  not  by  the  civil  law,  nor  yet  by  the  oooi- 

moved  in  this  parliament,  and  which  shall  be  mon  laws  of  this  realm  used   in  more  infe* 

moved  in  other  parliaments  in  future  times,  riour  courts."    And  after  founding  himself  oo 

touching  the  peers  of  the  land,  shall  be  manag-  this  very  precedent  of  the  11th  of  Richard  II, 

ed,  adjudged,  and  discussed  by  the  course  of  he  adds,  "  TUs  tM  the  rtaaon  thatjydgee  augk 

parliament,  and  in  no  sort  by  the  law  civil,  or  not  fo  give  at^  opiniom.  <if  a  matter  qfperUo' 

by  tbe  comraoa  law  of  the  land,  used  in  the  meat,  beeoMte  it  ienotto  be  decided  by  the  com- 

other  lowercourts  of  the  kingdom,  which  daim,  mn  UtytifbiU  eeeundumleffem  et  oonnietMdinm 

liberty,  and  Cranchize,  the  king  graciously  al-  paHuMsnenti  :  And  so  the  Jmdgee  m  diven  per- 

lowed  and  granted  to  them  in  foil  parliament."  Uamerdt  have  oofi/essed." 

Tour  committee  finds,  that  the  Commons, 

having  at  that  time  considered  the  appeal  above  RULE  OF  PLEADING, 
mentioned,  approved  the  proceedings  in  it ;  and 

as  lar  as  in  them  lay,  added  the  sanction  of  Tour  committee  do  not  find,  that  any  raiei 

their  accusation  against  the  persons  who  were  of  pleading,  as  observed  in  the  inferiour  courts, 

the  objects  of  the  appeal    They  also,  imme-  bare  ever  obtained  in  the  proceedings  of  the 

diatly  afterwards,  impeached  all  the  judges  of  high  court  of  parliament,  in  a  cawe  or  matter 

die  common  .pleas,  the  chief  baron  of  the  ex-  in  which  the  whde  procedure  has  been  within 

chequer,  and  other  learned  and  enunent  per-  their  original  jurisdiction.  Nor  does  yourooon- 

sons,  both  peers  and  commoners  ;  upon  the  mittee  find,  that  any  demurrer  or  exception, 

condusion  d*  which  impeachments  it  was  that  as  of  false  or  erroneous  pleading,  bath  been 

the  second  claim  was  entered.  In  all  the  trans-  ever  admitted  to  any  impeachment  in  parlia- 

actions  aforesaid,  the  Commons  were  acting  ment,  as  not  coming  within  the  form  of  tbe 

parties:  yet  neither  then  nor  ever  since,  have  pleading;  and  although  a  reservation  or  pro- 

they  made  any  objection  or  protestation  that  the  test  is  made  by  the  ddfendant  (matter  of  form, 

rule  laid  down  by  the  lords,  in  the  beginning  as  we  conceive)  "  to  the  generality,  uncer- 

of  the  session  of  1388,  ought  not  to  be  implied  tain^,  and  insufficiency  of  the  artides  of  im- 

to  the  impeachments  of  commoners  as  well  as  peachment ;"   yet  no  objections  hav^  in  &ct 

peers.    In  inany  cases  they  have  claimed  the  been  ever  made  in  any  part  of  the  record ; 

benefit  of  this  rule ;  and  in  all  cases  they  have  and  when  verbally  they  have  been  made  (until 

acted,  and  the  peers  have  determined,  upon  the  this  trial)  they  have  constantly  been  overruled, 

aame  general  principles.     The  peers  bare  The  trial  of  Lord  Strafibrde  is  one  of  the 
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unpoTtant  eru  in  the  history  of  parlia-  the  particular  words  supposed  to  be  written  or 
judicature.    In  that  trial,  and  in  the  spoken  must  not  be  expressly  specified  in  the 
litioQS  made  preparatory  to  it,  the  pro-  indictment  or  information  ?'*    On  this  question 
on  impeachments  was,  on  great  consi-  the  judges,  seriatim,  and  in  open  court,  deliver- 
deration,  research,  and  selection  of  precedents,  ed  their  opinion :  the  substance  of  which  was, 
liroaght  very  nearly  to  the  form  which  it  re-  **  that  by  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  con- 
tains at  this  day;  and  great  and  important  stant  practice  in  Wesminster  Hall,  the  words 
parts  of  parliamentary  law  were  then  laid  ought  to  be  expressly  specified  in  the  indict- 
down.    The  Commons  at  that  time  made  new  ment  or  information."    Then  the  lords  ad- 
eharges,  or  amended  the  old,  as  they  saw  oc-  joumed,  and  did  not  come  into  the  hall  until 
tsasioB.    Upon  an  application  from  the  Com-  the  20th.    In  the  intermediate  time  they  came 
moos  to  the  lords,  that  the  examinations  taken  to  resolutions  on  the  matter  of  the  question 
by  their  lordships,  at  their  request,  might  be  put  to  the  judges.    Dr.  Sacheverell,  being 
clelivered  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  a  more  found  guilty,  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment  upon 
exact  specification  of  the  charge  they  had  made,  two  points : — The  first,  which  he  grounded  on 
on  delivering  the  message  of  the  Commons,  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  and  which  your  corn- 
Mr.  Pirn,  among  other  things,  said,  as  it  is  mittee  thinks  most  to  Uie  present  purpose,  was, 
'entered  in  the  lords'  journals,  "  According  to  "  that  no  entire  clause,  or  sentence,  or  expres- 
the  clause  of  reservation  in  ihe  conclusion  of  sion,  in  either  of  his  sermons  or  dedications, 
their  charge,  they  (the  Commons)  will  add  to  is  particularly  set  forth  in  his  impeachment, 
the  charges,  not  to  the  matter  in  respect  of  which  he  has  already  heard  the  judges  declare 
comprehension,  extent,  or  kind,  but  only  to  to  be  necessary  in  all  cases  of  indictments  or 
reduce  them  to  more  particularities,  that  the  informations."    On  this  head  of  objection,  the 
earl  of  Strafibrde  might  answer  with  the  more  lord  chancellour,  on  the  23d  of  March,  agree- 
cleamess  and  expedition — not  that  they  are  ably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  lords  of  the  14th 
bound  by  this  toay  of  SPECIAL  charge;  and  and    1 6th  of  March,  acquainted  Dr.  Sache- 
tker^ore  they  have  taken  care  in  their  House,  verell:  "  that  on  occasion  of  the  question  before 
upon  protestationf  that  this  shall  be  no  prgudice  p\U  to  the  judges  in  JVestminster  HaU,  and  their 
to  bind  them  from  proceeding  in  GENERAL  answer  thereto,  their  lurdships  had  fully  debat- 
in  other  cases,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  ruled  ed  and  considered  of  that  matter,  and  had  come 
hy  proceedings  in  other  courts,  which  protestation  to  the  following  resolution : "  That  this  House 
Vtey  have  made  for  the  preservation  of  Vie  power  will  proceed  to  the  determination  of  the  im- 
qf  parliament ;  and  they  desire  that  the  like  care  peachment  of  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverell,  accord- 
mctt/  be  had  in  your  lardshipf?  housed*  ing  to  the  laQ)  of  the  land,  and  the  law  and 
This  protestation  is  entered  on  the  lords*  usage  of  parliament "    And  afterwards  to  this 
journals.    Thus  careful  were  the  Commons  resolution:'*  That  by  the  law  and  usage  qf 
that  no  exactness  used  by  them  for  a  tempo-  parliament  in  prosecutions  for  high  crimes  and 
rary  accommodation,  should  become  an   ex-  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking,  the 
ample  derogatory  to  the  larger  rights  of  par-  particular  words,  supposed  to  be  criminal,  are 
liamentary  process.  not  necessary  to  be  expressly  specified  in  such 
At  length  the  question  of  their  being  obliged  impeachment.   So  that,  in  their  lordships*  opi- 
to  conform  to  any  of  the  rules  below,  came  to  nion,  the  law  and  usage  of  the  high  court  of 
a  formal  judgment.   In  the  trial  of  Dt.  Sache-  parliament  being  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
verell,  March  10th,  1709,  the  Lord  Netting-  and  that  usage  not  requiring  that  words  should 
ham  "desired  their  lordships'  opinion,  whether  be  exactly  specified  in  impeachments,  the  na- 
he  might  propose  a  question  to  the  judges  here  swer  of  the  judges,  which  related  only  to  the 
(in  Westminster  Hall.]     Thereupon  the  lords  course  of  indictments  and  informations,  docs 
being  moved   to  adjourn,  adjourned  to   the  not  in  the  least  affect  your  case. 
House  of  Lords,  and  on  debate  [as  appears  by  On  this  solemn  judgment  concerning  the  law 
a  note]  it  was  agreed  that  the  question  should  and  usage  of  parliament,  it  is  to  be  remarked ; 
be  proposed  in  Westminster  Hall."    Accord-  First,  that  the  impeachment  itself  is  not  to  be 
ingly,  when  the  lords  returned  the  same  day  presumed  inarlificially  drawn.    It  appears  to 
into  the  hall>  the  question  was  put  by  Lord  have  been  the  work  of  some  of  the  greatest 
Nottingham,  and  stated  to  the  judges  by  the  lawyers  of  the  time,  who  were  perfectly  versed 
lord  chancellour:  "  Whether,  by  the  law  of  in  the  manner  of  pleading  in  the  courts  below; 
England,  and  constant  practice  in  all  prosecu-  and  would  naturally  have  imitated  their  course, 
lions  by  indictment  and  information,  for  crimes  if  they  had  not  been  justly  fearful  of  setting  an 
and  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking,  example,  which  might  hereafter  subject  tn« 
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plainnen  and  simplicity  of  a  parliamentatiy  the  article,  aUeged  in  the  protest,  were  by  do 

proceeding  to  the  technical  tubtleties  of  the  in-  means  solely  bottomed  in  the  practice  of  the 

feriour  courts.  Secondly,  that  the  question  p«it  courts  below,  as  if  the  main   reliance  of  the 

to  the  judges,  and  their  answer,  were  strictly  protesters  was  upon  that  usage.  The  protesting 

confined  to  the  law  and  practice  bdow  ;  and  minority  maintained,  that  it  was  not  agreeable 

that  nothing  in  either  had  a  tendency  to  their  to  several  precedents  m  parUamerU;  dt  which 

delivering  an  opinion  concerning  parliament,  they  cited  many  in  fiivour  of  their  opinion.— 

its  laws,  its  usages,  its  course  of  proceeding.  It  appears  by  the  journals,  that  the  clerks  were 

or  its  powers.  Thirdly,  that  the  motion  in  arrest  ordered  to  search  ibr  precedents,  and  a  com- 

of  judgment,  grocmded  on  the  opinion  of  the  mittee  of  peers  was  appointed  to  inspect  the 

judges,  was  made  only  by  Dr.  Sacheverell  him-  said  precedents,  and  to  report  upon  them,— 

self,  and  not  by  his  counsel,  men  of  great  skill  and  that  they  did  inspect  and  report  accord- 

and  learning,  who,  if  they  thought  the  objeo-  ingly.    But  the  report  is  not  entered  on  the 

tions  had  any  weight,  would  undoubtedly  haye  journals.    It  is,  however,  to  be  presumed  that 

made  and  argued  them.  the  greater  number  and  the  better  precedents 

Here,  ss  in  the  case  of  the  11th  King  Ri-  supported  the  judgment.    Allowing,  however, 

chard  the  Second,  the  judges  declared  unani-  their  utmost  force   to  the  precedents  there 

mously,  that  such  an  objection  would  be  fatal  cited,  they  could  serve  only  to  prove,  that  in 

tosuch  a  pleading  in  any  indictment  or  infor-  the  cose  <^  words  (to  which  alone,  and  not  tho 

mation :  but  the  lords,  as  on  the  former  occa-  case  of  a  toriUen  libel,  the  precedents  extend- 

•ion,  overruled  this  objection,  and  held  the  ar-  ed)  such  a  special  averment,  according  to  the 

tide  to  be  good  and  valid,  notwithstanding  the  tenour  of  the  words,  had  been  used  ;  bit  not 

report  of  the  judges  concerning  the  mode  of  that  it  was  necessary,  or  that  ever  any  plea 

proceeding  in  the  courts  below.  had  been  rejected  upon  such   an  objection. 

Your  committee  finds,  that  a  protest,  with  As  to  the  course  of  parliament,  resorted  to 

reasons  at  large,  was  entered  by  several  lords  for  authori^  in  this  part  of  the  protest,  the 

igainst  this  determination  of  their  court.    It  argument  seems  rather  to  affirm  than  to  deny 

is  always  an  advantage  to  those  who  protest,  the  general  proposition,  that  its  own  course, 

that  their  reasons  appear  upon  record,  whilst  and  not  that  of  the  inferiour  courts,  had  been 

the  reasons  of  the  majority  who  determine  the  the  rule  and  law  of  parliament, 

question  do  not  appear.     This  would  be  a  As  to  the  objection  taken  in  the  protest, 

disadvantage  of  such  importance,  as  greatly  to  drawn  from  natural  right,  the  lords  knew,  and 

impair,  if  not  totally  to  destroy,  the  effect  of  it  appears  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  that 

precedent  as  authority,  if  the  reasons  which  pre-  the  whole  of  the  libel  had  been  read  at  length, 

/ailed  were  not  justly  presumed  to  be  more  as  appears  from  p.  665  to  p.  666.    So  that 

valid  than  those  which  have  been  obliged  to  Dr.  Sacheverell  had  substaruialfy  the  same 

give  way ;    the  former  having  governed  the  benefit  <^  any  thing  which  could  be  alleged  in 

final  and  conclusive  decision  of  a  competent  the  extenuatlwi  or  exculpation,  as  if  his  libel- 

oourt.    But   your  committee,  combining  the  lous  sennons  had  been  entered  verbatim  upon 

fact  of  this  decision  with  the  early  decision  the  recorded  impeachment.    It  was  adjudged 

just  quoted,  and  with  the  total  absence  of  any  sufficient  to  state  the  crime  genera^  in  the 

precedent  of  an  objectiou,  before  that  time  w  impeachment.    The  libels  were  given  in  evi- 

since,  allowed  to  pleading,  or  what  has  any  dence;  and  it  was  not  then  thought  of,  that 

relation  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  pleading  nothing  should  be  given  in  evidence  which  was 

as  used  in  Westminster  Hall,  has  no  doubt  not  specially  charged  in  the  impeachment, 

that  the  House  of  Lords  was  governed  in  the  But  whatever  their  reasons  were  (great  and 

9th  of  Anno  by  the  very  same  principles  which  grave  they  were,  no  doubt)  such,  as  yourcooi- 

it  had  solemnly  declarod  in  the  11th  of  Ri-  mittee  has  stated  it,  is  the  judgment  of  the 

:hard  the  Second.  peers  on  the  law  of  parliament,  as  a  part  of 

But  besides  the  presumption  in  favour  of  the  law  of  the  land.    It  is  the  more  forcible, 

the  reasons  which  must  be  supposed  to  have  as  concurring  with  the  judgment  in  the  11th 

produced  this  solemn  judgment  of  the  peers,  of  Richard  the  Second,  and  with  the  total 

^ntrary  to  the  practice  of  the  courts  below,  as  silence  of  tho  rolls  and  journals  concerning  any 

declared  by  all  the  judges— it  is  probable,  that  objection  to  pleading  ever  being  suffered  to 

the  lords  wore  bnwilling  to  take  a  step,  which  vitiate  an  impeachment,  or  to   prevent  evi- 

might  admit  that  any  thing  in  that  practice  dence  being  given  upon  it  on  acconat  of  its 

should  be  received  as  their  rule.    It  must  be  generality,  or  any  other  iaiUire. 

<N«erTed,  liowever,  that  the  reasons  against  Your  committee  do  not  think  it  probtUe  tbil 
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eren  before  this  adjudication,   the    rules  of  In  the  year  1715  (1  Geo.  1.)  the  Commons 

pleading  below  could  ever  have  been  adopted  thought  proper  to  impeach  of  high  treason  the 

in  a  parliamentary   proceeding,  when  it  is  lords,  who  had  entered  into  the  rebellion  of  that 

considered  that  the  several  statutes  of  jeofails,  period.     This  was  about  six  years  after  tlie 

not  less  than  twelve  in  number,  have  been  decision  in  the  case  of  Sacheverell.    On  the 

made  for  the  correction  of  an  over-strictness  trial  of  one  of  these  lords  (the  Lord  Wintoun) 

in  pleading,   to  the  prejudice  of  substantial  after  verdict,  the  prisoner  moved  in  arrest  o^ 

justice :   Yet  in  no  one  of  those  is  to  be  dis-  judgment,  and  excepted  agauist  the  impeach- 

covered  the  least  mention  of  any  proceeding  in  ment  for  errour,  on  account  of  the  treason 

parliament.    There  is  no  doubt,  Uiat  the  legis-  therein  laid  "  not  being  described  with  suffi- 

lature  would  have  applied  its  remedy  to  that  cicnt  certainty — the  day  on  which  the  treason 

grievance  in  parliamentary  proceedings,  if  it  was  committed  not  having  been  alleged.'^    His 

had  found  those  proceedings  embarrassed  with  counsel  was  heard  to  this  point.    They  con- 

what  lord   Mansfield,  from    the  bench,  and  tended,  '  that  the  forfeitures  in  cases  of  trea* 

speaking  of  the  matter  of  these  statutes,  very  son  are  very  great ;  and  therefore  they  humbly 

justly  calls  **  disgraceful  subtleties."  cmiceived,  that  the  accusation  ought  to  con- 

What  is  still  more  strong  to  the  point,  your  tain  all  the  certainty  it  is  capable  of;  that  the 

committee  finds,  that,  in  the  7th  of  William  the  prisoner  may  not,  by  general  aUegatiotUy  be 

Third,  an  act  was  made  for  the  regulating  of  rendered  incapable  to  defend  himself  in  a  case 

trials  for  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  which  may  prove  fatal  to  him.    That  they 

containing  several  regulations  for  reformation  would  not  trouble  their  lordships  with  citing 

of  proceedings  at  law,  both  as  to  matters  of  authorities  ;  for  they  believed  there  is  not  one 

form  and  substance,  as  well  as  relative  to  evi-  gentlemsui  of  the  long  robe  but  will  agree  that 

dence.    It  is  an  act  thought  most  essential  to  an  indictment  for  any  capital  offence  to  be 

the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  yet  in  this  high  errcHieous,  if  the  offence  be  not  alleged  to  be 

and  critical  matter,  so  deeply  affecting  the  committed  on  a  certain  day.'    "  That  this  im- 

lives,  properties,  honours,  and  even  the  inherit-  peachment  set  forth  only  that  in  or  about  the 

able  blood  of  the  subject,  the  legislature  was  months  of  September,  October,  or  November, 

so  tender  of  the  high  powers  of  this  high  court,  1715,"  '  the  offence  charged  in  the  impeacb- 

deemed  so  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  ment  had  been  committed.     The  counsel  ar- 

great  objects  of  its  justice,  so  fearful  of  ener-  gued  that  a  proceeding  by  impeachment  is  a 

vating  any  of  its  means,  or  circumscribing  any  proceeding  at  the  common  law,  for  lex  parlia- 

of  its  capacities,  even  by  rules  and  restraints  mentaria  is  a  part  of  commcxi  law,  and  they 

the  most  necessary  for  the  inferiour  courts,  submitted  whether  there  is  not  the  same  cer- 

that  they  guarded  against  it  by  an  express  tainty  required  in  one  method  of  proceeding  ai 

proviso,  "  That  neither  this  act,  nor  any  thing  common  law  as  in  another.' 

therein  coQtained,  shall  any  ways  extend  to  any  The  matter    was  argued  elaborately   and 

impea^imentfOrotherproo^dmgsinparUanunt,  learnedly,  not  only  on  die  general  principles 

in  angf  kind  whataoeverj*  of  the  proceedings  below,  but  on  the  inconve- 
nience and  possible  hardships  attending  this 

CONDUCT  OP  THE  COMMONS  uncertainty.   They  quoted  Sacheverell's  case, 

IN  PLEADING.  in  whose   impeachment  <'  the  precise  days 

were  laid  when  the  Doctor  preached  each  of 

The  point  being  thus  solenmly  adjudged  in  these  two  sermons ;  and  that  by  a  like  reason 

the  case  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  and  the  principles  a  certain  day  ought  to  belaid  in  the  impeach- 

of  the  judgment  being  in  agreement  with  the  ment  when  this  treason  was  committed  ;  and 

whole    course  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  that  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sacheverell's  case 

the  managers  for  this  House  have  ever  since  seemed  so  much  stronger  than  the  case  in  ques- 

considered  it  as  an  indispensable  duty,  to  as-  tion,  as  the  crime  of  treason  is  higher  than  that 

sort  the  same  principle  in  all  its  latitude  upon  of  a  misdemeanour." 

all  occasions  on  which  it  could  come  in  ques-  Here    the    managers  for    the   Commons 

tion — and  to  assert  it  with  an  energy,  zeal,  brought  the  point  a  second  time  to  an  issue,  and 

and  earnestness,  proportioned  to  the  magni-  that  on  the  highest  of  capital  cases ;  an  issue, 

tude  and  imf^tance  of  the  interests  of  the  the  event  of  which  was  to  determine  for  ever,. 

Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  religious  whether  their  impeachments  were  to  be  re* 

observation  of  the  rule,  that  the  law  of  parUo'  gulated  by  the  law,  as  understood  and  observ- 

ment,  and  the  law  of  parUament  mdy^  should  ed  in  the  inferiour  courts.    Upon  the  usage 

prevaU in  the  trial  of  thoT  impeaclments.  below   there  was  no  doubt;  the  , indictments 
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would  unquestionably  have  been  quashed ;—  ed  by  the  precedents  in  parliament ;  ther*- 

but  the  managers  for  the  Commons  stood  forth  <bre  we  insist  that  the  aiticles  are  good  in 

upon  this  occasion  with  a  determined  resolu-  substance." 

tion,  and  no  less  than  four  of  them  teriatim  Mr.  Cowper. — "  They  (the  counsel)  cm- 

rejected  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  Lord  not  but  know  that  the  tisages  of  partiameot 

Wintoun's  counsel.    They  were  all  eminent  are  part  of  the  laws  of  theltuid,  although  they 

members  of  parliament,  and  three   of  them  differ  in  many  instances  from  the   conunon 

great  and  eminent  lawyers,  namely,  the  then  law,  as  practised  in   the  inferiour  courts,  in 

attorney-general,  Sir  William  Thompson,  and  point  of  form.    My  lords,  if  the  Commoos, 

Mr.  Cowper.  in  preparing  articles  of  impeadiment,  shouki 

Mr.  Walpole  said,  "  Those  learned  gen-  govern  themselves  by  precedents  of  indict- 

tlemen  (Lord  Wintoun's  counsel)  seem  to  for-  ments,  in  my  humble  opinion  they  would  de- 

get  in  whai  court  they  are.    They  have  taken  part  from  the  antient,  nay,  the  constant  ussge 

up  so  much  of  your  lordship's  time  in  quoting  and  practice  of  parliamenL     It  is  well  known 

of  authorities,  and  using  arguments  to  show  that  the  form  of  an  impeachment  has  very 

your  lordships  what  would  quash  an  indict-  little  resemblance  to  that  of  an  indictment: 

ment  in  the  court*  below,  that  they  seemed  to  and,  I  believe,  the  Commons  will  endeavour 

forget  they  are  now  in  a  court  of  parUamentf  to   preserve   the  difference,  by  adhering  to 

and  on  an  impeachment  of  the  Commoru  of  their  own  precedents.'' 

Great  Britain.     For,  should   the  Commons  Sir  William  Thompson. — "  We  must  refer 

admit  all  that  they  have  offered,  it  will  not  to  the  forms  and  proceedings  in  the  court  of 

follow  that   the  impeachment  of  the  Com-  parliament,  and  which  must  be  owned  to  be 

mens  is  insufficient ;  and  I  must  observe  to  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.    It  has  been  men- 

your  lordships,  that  neither  of  the  learned  tioned  already  to  your  lordships,  that  the  pre- 

gentlemen  have  offered  to  produce  one  instance  cedents  in  impeachments  are   not    so  nice 

relative  to  an  impeachment ;  I  mean  to  show  and  precise  in  form  as  in  the  inferior  courts ; 

that  the  sufficiency  of  an  impeachment  was  and  we  presume  your  lordships  will  be  go* 

never  called  in  question  for  the  generality  of  remed  by  the  forms  of  your  own  court  (es- 

the  charge,  or  that  any  instance  of  that  nature  pecially  forms  that  are  not  essential  to  justice) 

was  offered  at  before.    The  Commons  do  not  as  the  courts  below  are  by  theirs ;  whidi  courts 

conceive,  that,  if  this  exception  would  quash  differ  one  from  the  other  in  many  respects  as 

an  indictment,  it  would  therefore  make  the  to  their  forms  of  proceedings,  and  the  practice 

impeachment  insufficient.    I  hope   it  never  of  each  court  is  esteemed  as  the  law  of  that 

will  be  allowed  here  as  a  reason,  that  what  court." 

quashes  an  indictment  in  the  courts  below,  The  attorney-general  in  reply  maintained 

will  make  insufficient  an  impeachment  brought  his  first  docurine — "  There  is  no  uncertainty 

by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain."  in  it  that  can  be  to  the  prefudiee  ofthepriaaner; 

The  attorney-general  supported  Mr.  Wal-  we  insist  it  is  according  to  the,^^i?u  ^parHth 

pole   in  affirmance  of  this  principle.    He  fnent — he  has  pleaded  to  it,  and  your  loitUiips 

said :  "  I  would  follow  the  steps  of  the  learn-  have  found  him  guilty." 

ed  gentleman  who  spoke  before   me,  and  I  The  opinions  of  the  judges  were  taken  in 

Uiink  he  has  given  a  good  answer  to  these  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  19th  of  March 

objections.    I  would  take  notice  that  we  are  1715,  upon  two  questions  which  had  been  ir* 

upon  an  impeachment,  not  upon  an  indictment,  gued  in  arrest  of  judgment,  grounded  chiefly 

The  courts  below  have  set  forms  to  themselves,  on  the  practice  of  the  courts  bek>w.    To  the 

which  have  prevailed  for  a  long  course  of  first  the  judges  answered  :  **  Jt  i$  neoeaunf 

time,  and  thereby  are  become  the  forms  by  that  there  be  a  certain  day  laid  in  audi  indict- 

which  those  courts  are  to  govern  themselves ;  ments  on  whidi  the  fact  is  alleged  to  be  oom- 

but  it  never  was  thought  that  the  forms  of  those  mitted ;  and  that  alleging  in  such  indicCmeaH, 

courts  had  any  influence  on  the  proceedings  that  the  fact  was  committed  at  or  about  a  cer- 

of  parliament.    In  Richard  the  Second's  time,  tain  day,  would  not  be  sufficient."    To  the 

it  is  said  in  the  records  of  parliament, .  that  second  they  answered  :   "  That  although  t 

proceedings  in  parliament  are  not  to  be  go-  day  certain,  when  the  fact  is  supposed  to  be 

verned  by  the  forms  of  Westminster  Hall,  done,  be  alleged  in  sudi  indictoMnts,  yet  it  ii 

We   are  in  the  case  of  an  impeachment,  not  necessary  upon  the  trial  to  prove  the  ftct 

and  in  the  court  of  parliament.    Tour  lord-  to  be  committed  upon  that  day;  but  it  is  sof^ 

ships  have  already  given  judgment  against  ficient  if  proved  to  be  done  on  wnf  ciktr  diy 

six  upon  this  impeachment,  and  it  is  warrant-  6^ore  the  indictment  found.'* 
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Then  it  was  "  agreed  by  the  House,  and  of,  the  whole  consisting  of  matters  sent  orer 
ordered,  that  the  lord  high  steward  be  directed  by  himself  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  au- 
to acquaint  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  West-  thenticated  under  his  own  hand.    Nosubstan- 
minster  Hall,  '  That  the  lords  have  consider-  tial  injustice  or  hardship  of  any  kind  could 
.ed  of  the  matters  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment,  arise  from  our  evidence  under  owr  pleading — 
and  are  of  opinion,  that  they  are  not  sufficient  whereas  in  theirs,  very  great  and  serioua  in- 
to arrest  the  same,  but  that  the  impeachment  conveniences  might  well  happen. 
is  sufficiently  certain  in  point  <^  time  accord-  Your  committee  has  further  to  observe,  that 
ittg  to  the  form  of  impeachmenta  in  parlia'  in  the  case  of  Lord  Wintoun,  as  in  the  case 
ment*  "  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  the  Commons  had,  in  their 
On  this  final  adjudication  (given  after  so-  managers,  per8<His  abundantly  practised  in  the 
lemn  argument,  and  afler  taking  the  opinion  law,  as  used  in  the  inferiour  jurisdictions,  who 
of  the  Judges)  in  affirmance  of  the  law  of  par«  coukl  easily  have  followed  the  precedents  of 
Uaxnent  against  the  undisputed  usage  of  the  indictments — if  they  had  not  purposely,  and 
courts  below,  your  committee  has  to  remark,  for  the  best  reasons,  avoided  such  precedents. 
1st,  The  preference  of  the  custom  of  parliament  A  great  writer  on  the  criminal  law,  Jttatioe 
to  the  usage  below.    By  the  very  latitude  of  FosUTy  in  one  of  hb  discourses,  fully  recog- 
the  charge,  the  parliamentary  accusation  gives  nizes  those  principles  for  which  your  mana- 
the  prisoner  fair  notice  to  prepare   himself  gers  have  contended,  and  which  have  to  this 
upon  all  points  ;  whereas  there  seems  some-  time  been  uniformly  observed  in  parliament, 
thing  insnaring  in  the  proceedings  upon  in-  In  a  very  elaborate  reasoning  on  the  case  of  a 
dictment,  which  fixing  the  specification  of  a  trial  in  parliament,  (the  trial  of  those  who  had 
day  certain  for  the  treason  or  felony  as  abso-  murdered  Edward  the  Second)  he  observes 
lutely  necessary  in  the  charge,  gives  notice  for  thus ;  "  It  is  toeU  known  that  in  parUamenlary 
preparation  ordy  on  that  day ;  whilst  the  pro-  proceedings  of  this  kind,  it  u,  and  ever  was, 
secutor  has  the  whole  range  of  time  antecedent  sufficient  that  matters  appear  with  proper  light 
to  the  indictment  to  allege,  and  give  evidence  and  certainty  to  &  common  understanctingf  with- 
of  facts  against  the  prisoner.     It  has  been  out  that  mmute  exactness  which  is  required  in 
usual,  particularly  in  later  indictments,  to  add,  criminal  proceedings  in  Westminster  Hall.  In 
"  at  several  other  times."    But  the  strictness  these  cases,  the  rule  has  always  been,  loquenf' 
of  naming  one  day  is  still  necessary,  and  the  dum  el  vulgus."  And  in  a  note,  he  says, "  In  the 
want  of  the  larger  words  would  not  quash  the  proceeding  against  Mortimer,  in  Uiis  pariia- 
indictment.     2dly.  A  comparison  of  the  ex-  ment,  ao  UtUe  regard  was  had  to  the  forme  need 
treme   rigour  and  exactness  required  in  the  in /e^ai  j9rocee<2in^s,  that  he  who  had  been  £"0- 
more  formal  part  of  the  proceedings  by  in-  quently  summoned  to  parliament  as  a  baron,  and 
dictment  with  the  extreme  laxity  used  in  the  had  lately  been  created  Earl  of  March,  is 
gubetantid  part  (that  is  to  say,  the  evidence  styled  through  the  whole  record,  merely  Ro- 
received  to  prove  the  fact)  fully  demonstrates  ger  de  Mortimer.'' 

that  the  partizans  of  those  forms  would  put  The  departure  frcmi  the  common  forms  in 

shackles  on  the  high  court  of  parliament,  with  the  first  case  alluded  to  by  Foster,  viz.  the 

which  they  are  not  willing,  or  find  it  wholly  trial  of  Berkley,  Mautravers,  &c.  for  treason^ 

impracticable,  to  bind  themselves.  Sdly.  That  in  the  murder  of  Edward  the  Second,  might 

the  latitude  of  departure  from  the  letter  of  the  be   more  plausibly  attacked,  because    they 

indictment  (whidi  holds  in  other  matters  be-  were  tried,  thou^  in  parliament,  by  a  jury 

sides  this)  is  in  appearance  much  more  con-  of  fireeholders ;    which   circumstance  might 

trary  to  natural  justice  than  any  thing  which  have  given  occasion  to  justify  a  nearer  ^ 

has  been  objected  against  the  evidence  ofler-  proach   to  the   forms   of  indictments  below, 

ed  by  your  managers,  under  a  pretence  that  it  But  no  such  forms  were  observed,  nor  in  the 

exceeded  the  limits  of  pleading.     For  in  the  opinion  of  this  able  judge  ought  they  to  have 

case  of  indictments  below,  it  must  be  admit-  been  observed, 
ted,  that  the  prisoner  may  be  unprovided  with 

proof  of  an  alibi,  and  other  material  means  of  PUBUCITY  OP  THE  JUDGES* 

defence,  or  may  find  some  matters  unlocked-  OPINIONS. 
for  produced  against  him,  by  witnesses  utterly 

unknown  to  him :  Whereas  nothing  was  offer-  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  fixwi  th« 
ed  to  be  given  in  evidence  under  any  of  the  SOth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  until 
articles  of  this  impeachment,  except  such  as  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  in  aB 
the  prisoner  must  have  had  perfect  knowledge     trials  in  parliament,  as  wsli  upon  impwach- 
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menti  of  the  Commons  as  on  indictmenU  U  ought  tofoUawed ;  and  it  being  safer  for  tin 

brought  up  by  certiorari,  when  any  matter  prisoner,  my  humble  opinion  to  your  lordriiip 

of  law  hath  been  agitated  at  the  bar,  or  in  is — that  he  ought  to  be  present  at  the  MetiMg 

the  course  of  trial  hath  been  stated  by  any  iff  the  quution.     Call  the  priaaner,"    TIm 

lord  in  the  court,  it  hath  been  the  prevalent  prisoner,  who  had  withdrawn,  again  appeu^ 

custom  to  state   the  same  in  open  court,  ing,  he  said. 

Your  committee  has  been  able  to  find,  since  **  My  L(mi  Comwallis,  and  my  lords  the 

that  period,  no  more  than  one  precedent  (and  peers,  since  tkof  have  withdrawn,  have  cod- 

that  a  precedent  rather  in  form  than  in  sub-  ceived  a  doubt  in  some  matter  of  fact  in  yov 

stance)  of  the  opinions  of  the  judges  being  case;  and  they  have  that  tender  regard  of  a 

taken   privately,  except  when  the  case  on  prisoner  at  the  bar,  that  they  toiUnot  tifffera 

both  sides  has  been  closed,  and  the  lords  caae  to  be  put  tip  inftis  abeence,  lest  it  should 

have  retired  to  consider  of  their  verdict,  or  chance  to  prejudice  him  by  being  loran^Aitoi." 

of  their  judgment  thereon.    Upon  the  sound-  Accordingly  the  question  was  both  put,  and 

est  and  best  precedents,  the  lords  have  im-  the  judges'  answer  given,  puUicly  and  is  his 

proved   on   the   principles   of  publicity   and  presence. 

equality,  and  have  called  upon  the  parties  Very  soon  after  the  trial  of  Lord  Comwallis, 
severally  to  argue  the  matter  of  law,  previ-  the  impeachment  against  Lord  Stafford  was 
ously  to  a  reference  to  the  judges ;  who,  on  brought  to  a  hearing,  that  is,  in  the  S2d  of 
their  parts,  have  afterwards,  in  open  cowtj  Charles  the  Second.  In  that  case  the  lord  at 
delivered  their  opinions,  often  by  the  mouth  the  bar  having  stated  a  point  of  law,  **  touch- 
of  one  of  the  judges,  speaking  for  himself  and  ing  the  necessity  of  two  witnesses  to  an  overt 
the  rest,  and  in  their  presence :  And  some-  act  in  case  of  treason;*'  the  lord  high  steward 
times  all  the  judges  have  delivered  their  told  Lord  Stafford,  that  "  all  the  judges  that 
opinion  seriatim  f  (even  when  they  have  been  assbt  them,  and  are  here  in  your  lorddiip^epn- 
unanimous  in  it)  together  with  their  reasons  mnee  and  hearing^  should  deliver  their  (pinions, 
upon  which  their  opinion  had  been  founded,  whether  it  be  doubtful  and  disputidile,  (Mr 
This,  from  the  most  early  times,  has  been  not.'*  Accordingly  the  judges  delivered  their 
the  course  in  all  judgments  in  the  House  of  opini(»,  and  each  argued  it  (though  they  were 
Peers.  Formerly  even  the  record  contain-  all  agreed)  seriatim  and  tn  open  couif.  Another 
ed  the  reasons  of  the  decision.  "  The  rea-  abstract  point  of  law  was  also  proposed  from 
son  wherefore  (said  Lord  Coke)  the  records  the  bar  on  the  same  trial,  concerning  the  legal 
of  parliaments  have  been  so  hi^ly  extolled ,  sentence  in  high  treason ;  and  in  the  same 
is,  that  therein  is  set  down,  in  cases  of  diffi-  manner  the  judges  on  reference  delivered  their 
culty,  not  (Hily  the  judgment  and  resolution,  opinion  in  open  court;  and  no  objection  was 
but  the  reasons  and  causes  qf  the  same  by  so  taken  to  it,  as  any  thing  new  w  irregular, 
great  advice."  In  the  1st  of  James  the  Second,  came  on  a 
Id  the  30th  of  Charles  the  Second,  during  remarkable  trial  of  a  peer;  the  trial  of  Lord 
the  trial  of  Lord  Comwallis,  on  the  sugges-  Delamere.  On  that  oocasicm  a  question  of 
tion  of  a  question  in  law  to  the  judges,  Lord  law  was  stated.  There  also,  in  coofwrnity  to 
Danby  demanded  of  the  lord  high  steward,  the  precedents  and  principles  given  on  the  trial 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  **  Whether  it  would  of  Lord  Comwallis,  and  the  precedent  in  the 
be  proper  here  (in  open  court)  to  ask  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Stafford,  the  then  kxd 
question  of  your  grace,  or  to  propose  it  to  the  high  steward  took  care  that  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  ?"  The  lord  high  steward  answered,  judges  should  be  given  m  open  court 
"  If  your  lordships  doubt  of  any  thing  where-  Precedents  grounded  on  principles  so  fit- 
on  a  question  in  law  ariseth,  the  latter  opinion,  vourable  to  the  fairness  and  equity  of  judicial 
and  the  better  for  the  prisoner  ia—thatit  must  proceedings  given  in  the  reigna  of  Charles  the 
be  stated  in  the  presence  qf  the  prisoner ,  that  he  Second  and  James  the  Second,  were  not  likely 
may  know  whether  the  question  be  truly  put.  It  to  be  abandoned  after  the  revolution.  The 
hath  sometimes  been  practised  otherwise ;  and  first  trial  of  a  peer,  which  we  find  after  the  re- 
the  peers  have  sent  for  the  judges,  and  have  ask-  volution,  was  that  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 
ed  their  opinion  in  private,  and  have  come  back  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  1 1  Will 
and  have  given  their  verdict  according  to  III.  a  question  m  law  upon  evidence  was  put 
that  opinion,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  prece-  to  the  judges ;  the  statement  of  the  question 
dent  of  its  being  otherwise  done.  There  was  made  in  open  court  by  the  lord  hifh 
is  a  later  authority  in  print  that  doth  settle  steward.  Lord  Somers:  "  If  there  be  mm 
tho  point  80  as  I  tell  you—and  I  do  conceive  company,  and  one  of  them  is  killed,  the  other 
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fire  are  afterwards  indicted,  and  three  are  his  satisfaction.    The  prisoner,  on  hearing  the 

tried  and  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  argument,  waived  his  objection,  but  the  then 

I^OD  their  prayers  have  their  clergy  allowed,  lord  president  moving  their  lordships  to  adjourn 

and  the  burning  m  the  hand  is  respited,  but  to  the  chamber  of  parliament,  the  lords  ad- 

ttot  pardoned,  whether  any  of  the  three  can  be  journed  accordingly ;  and  after  some  time,  r»- 

a  witness  on  the  trial  of  the  other  two."    Lord  turning  into  Westminster  Hall — the  lord  high 

Halifax—"  I  suppose  your  lordships  will  have  steward  {Lord  Hardwidce)  said,  '*  Tour  lord- 

tbe  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  this  point ;  and  ships  were  pleased,  in  the  chamber  of  parlia- 

that  must  be  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoner."  ment,  to  come  to  a  resolution,  that  the  opinion 

Lord  high  steward,  {Lard  Somers,)  "li  must  of  the  learned  and  reverend  judges  should  be 

eertmnty  he  in  ^presence  of  the  prisoner f  if  you  taken  on  the  following  question,  namely,  Whe- 

aoAi  the  judges'  opinions.**  ther  it  is  necessary  that  an  overt  act  of  high 

In  the  same  year,  Lord  Mohun  was  brought  treason  should  be  proved  to  have  been  commit- 

to  trial  upon  an  indictment  for  murder.    In  ted  on  the  particular  day  laid  in  the  indict- 

this  single  trial  a  greater  number  of  questions  ment  ?    Is  it  your  lordships'  pleasure,  that 

was  pot  the  judges  in  matter  of  law,  than  pro-  the  judges  do  now  give  their  opinion  on  that 

bably  was  ever  referred  to  the  judges  in  all  question  ? 

the  collective  body  of  trials,  before  or  since  **  Lords. — Aye,  aye. 

that  period.    That  trial,  therefore,  furnishes  *<  Lord  high  steward. — My  lord  chief  jus- 

the  laurgest  body  of  authentic  precedents  in  this  tice  ? 

point,  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  parliament.  "  Lord  chief  justice. 

The  number  of  questions  put  to  the  judges  in  "  The  question  proposed  by  your  lordships 

this  trial  was  twenty-three.    They  all  origi-  is.  Whether  it  be  necessary  that  an  overt  act  of 

nated  from  the  peers  themselves;  yet  the  court  high  treason  should  be  proved  to  be  committed 

called  upon  the  party's  counsel,  as  often  as  on  the  particular  day  laid  in  the  indictment? 

questions  were  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the  We  are  all  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  necessary 

judges,  as  well  as  on  the  counsel  for  the  crown,  to  prove  the  overt  act  to  be  committed  on  the 

to  argue  every  one  of  them  befbre  they  went  to  particular  day  laid  in  the  indictment — but  as 

those  learned  persons.    Many  of  the  questions  evidence  may  be  given  of  an  overt  act  before 

accordingly  were  argued  at  the  bar  at  great  the  day,  so  it  may  be  after  the  day  specified  in 

length.    The  opinions  were  given  and  argued  the  indictment— Hfor  the  day  laid  is  circum- 

m  open  court.    Peers  frequently  insisted  that  stance  and  form  only,  and  not  material  in 

the  judges  should  give  their  opinions  seriatim,  point  of  proof;  this  is  the  known  constant 

which  they  did  always  publicly  in  the  court,  course  of  proceeding  in  trials." 

with  great  gravity  and  dignity,  and  greatly  to  Here  the  case  was  made  for  the  judees,  for 

the  illustration  of  the  law,  as  they  held  and  the  satisfaction  of  one  of  the  peers,  after  the 

acted  upon  it  in  their  own  court.  prisoner   had  waived  his  objection.    Yet  it 

In  Sacheverell's  case  (just  cited  for  another  was  thought  proper,  as  a  matter  of  course  and 
purpose)  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  demanded  of  right,  l^at  the  judges  should  state  the  ques- 
whether  he  might  not  propose  a  question  of  tion  put  to  them  in  the  open  court,  and  in  pre- 
law to  the  judges  in  open  court.  It  was  agreed  sence  of  the  prisoner — and  that  in  the  same 
to ;  and  the  judges  gave  their  answer  in  open  open  manner,  and  in  the  same  presence,  their 
court  f  though  this  was  after  verdict  given:  answer  should  be  delivered. 
And  in  consequence  of  the  advantage  afforded  Your  committee  concludes  their  precedents, 
to  the  prisoner  in  hearing  the  opinion  of  the  begun  under  Lard  Nottingham  and  ended 
judges,  he  was  thereupon  enabled  to  move  in  under  Lard  Hardwkke.  They  are  of  opinion, 
arrest  of  judgment.  that  a  body  of  precedents  so  uniform,  so  ao- 

The  next  precedent  which  your  committee  cordant  widi  principle,  made  in  such  times,  and 

finds  of  a  question  put  by  the  lords,  sitting  as  a  under  the  authority  of  a  succession  of  such 

court  of  judicature,  to  the  judges  pending  the  great  men,  ought  not  to  have  been  departed 

trial,  was  in  the  20th  of  George  the  Second ;  from.    The  single  precedent  to  the  contrary, 

when  Lord  Balmerino,  who  was  tried  on  an  to  which  your  commtitee  has  alluded  above, 

indictment  for  high  treason,  having  raised  a  was  on  the  trial  of  the  Dutchess  of  Kingston, 

doubt,  whether  the  evidence  proved  him  to  be  in  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty.    But  in 

at  the  place  assigned  for  the  overt  act  of  trea-  that  instance,  the  reasons  of  the  judges  were,  by 

son  on  the  day  laid  in  the  indictment.    The  order  of  the  House,  delivered  in  writing,  and 

point  was  argued  at  the  bar  by  the  counsel  for  entered  at  length  on  the  journals ;  so  that  the 

the  crown  in  the  prisoner's  presence,  and  for  legal  principle  of  the  decision  is  equally  to  be 
Vol.  IU.— 32 
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fiwDd,wfakhisDOtthec«MinftnyoneiiMUiice  judges  are  afaoa^t  done  in  puUic.**    Thoit 

of  the  preeeot  impeachment.  judges  (as  should  be  remembered,  to  their 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  in  Lord  Com-  lasting  honour)  did   not  think  it  derogatory 

wallis's  case,  conceived,  though  it  was  proper  from  their  dignity,  nor  from  their  duty  to  the 

and  agreeable  to  justice,  that  this  mode  of  put-  House  of  Lords,  to  take  such  measures  oob> 

ting  questions  to  the  judges,  and  receiving  oeming  the  publicity  of  their  ros<4utioDs,  as 

their  answer  in  public,  was  not  supported  by  should  secure  them   from  suspicion.    Tbey 

former  precedents :    But,  he  thought,  a  book  knew  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  privacy 

of  authority  had  declared  in  favour  of  this  in  a  judicature,  where  any  puUici^  is  in  ase, 

course.    Your  committee  is  very  sensible,  that  tends  to  beget  suspicion  and  jealousy.    Your 

antecedent  to  the  great  period  to  which  they  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  honourable 

refer,  there  are  instances  of  questions  having  policy    of  avoiding  suspicion,    by  avoiding 

been  put  to  the  judges  privately.    But  we  find  privacy,  is  not  lessened  by  any  thing  which 

the  principle  of  publicity  (whatever  variations  exists  in  the  present  time,  and   in  the  pre> 

fi'om  it  there  might  be  in  practice)  to  have  been  sent  trial. 

so  clearly  established  at  a  more  early  period,  Your  committee  has  here  to  remark,  that 
that  all  the  judges  of  England  resolved,  in  this  learned  judge  seemed  to  think  the  case 
Lord  Morley's  trial,  in  the  year  1666,  (about  of  Lord  Audley  [Castlehaven]  to  be  nx)re 
twelve  years  before  the  observation  of  Lord  against  him,  than  in  truth  it  was.  The  pre- 
Nottingham,)  on  a  auppontion^  that  the  trial  cedents  were  as  follow:  The  opinions  of  the 
ahtndd  be  actually  concluded^  and  the  lords  judges  were  taken  three  times.  The  first  time 
retired  to  the  chamber  qfparUamerU  toeormtUon  by  the  attorney-general  at  Serjeant*8  Inn,  an- 
their  verdict,  that  even  in  that  case  (much  tecedent  to  the  trial— 4he  last  time,  after  the 
stronger  than  the  observation  of  your  commit-  peers  had  retired  to  consult  on  their  Terdict„— 
tee  requires  for  its  support)  if  their  opinions  the  middle  time,  uhu  dwring  the  trial  Uadfy 
should  then  be  demanded  by  the  peers,  for  the  and  here  the  opinion  was  taken  in  open  court, 
ioformatioQ  of  their  private  conscience,  yet  agreeably  to  what  your  committee  conteods  to 
they  determined  that  they  should  be  given  in  have  been  the  usage  ever  since  diis  reaolutioa 
public.  This  resolution  is  in  itself  so  solemn,  of  the  judges.  What  was  dcme  befi>re  seem- 
and  is  so  bottomed  on  constituti(»al  prin-  ed  to  have  passed  sub  silentio,  and  possibly 
ciple,  and  legal  policy,  that  your  committee  through  mere  inadvertence, 
have  thought  fit  to  insert  it  verbatim,  in  their  Tour  committee  observes,  that  the  prece^ 
report,  as  they  relied  upon  it  at  the  bar  of  the  dents  by  them  relied  on,  were  fiimished  firom 
court,  when  they  cw  tended  for  the  same  times  in  which  the  judicial  proceedings  in  par- 
publicity,  liament,  and  in  all  our  courts,  had  obtained  a 

« It  was  resolved.  That  in  case  the  peers  very  regular  form.    They  were  furnished  at  a 

who  are  triers,  aJUr  the  evidence  given,  and  the  period  in  which  Justice  Blackstone  remaiks 

prisoner  xoithdrawn,  and  they  gone  to  consult  of  that  more  laws  were  passed,  of  importance  to 

the  verdict,  should  desire  to  speak  with  any  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  than 

the  judges,  to  have  their  opinion  upon  any  point  in  any  other.     These  precedents  lean  all  one 

of  law,  that  if  the  lord  steward  spoke  to  us  to  way,  and  carry  no  marks  of  accommodation  to 

go,  we  should  go  to  them.    But  when  the  lords  the  variable  spirit  of  the  times,  and  of  political 

asked  us  any  question,  we  should  not  deliver  occasions.  They  are  the  same  before  and  after 

any  private  opinion ;  but  let  them  know,  we  the  revolution.    They  are  the  same  through 

teers  not  to  driver  any  private  opinion  vnthout  five  reigns.    The  great  men  who  presided  in 

an^erence  with  the  rest  of  the  judges,  and  that  the  tribunals  which  furnished  those  examples, 

to  be  done  openly  in  court ;  and  (his  (notwith-  were  in  opposite  pditical  interests,    but  all 

standing  the  preoedent  in  the  case  qfthe  EaH  of  distinguished  for  tbw  ability,  integrity,  aad 

Castlehaven)  was  thought  prudent,  in  regard  of  learning. 

ourselves,  as  well  as  for  Ae  avoiding  suspicion  The  Earl  of  Nottuigham,  who  was  the  first 

which  might  grow  by  private  opinions — ALL  on  the  bench  to  promvdgftte  this  publicity  as  a 

resolutions  of  judges  being  ALWAYS  done  rale,  has  not  left  us  to  seek  the  principle  in 

inpuUicJ*  the  case :  That  very  Isamed  man  coonders 

The  judges  in  thb  resolution  overruled  the  the  publici^  of  the  questiooa  and  answers  as 

authority  of  the  precedent,  which  militated  a  matter  of  justice,  and  of  justice  faeourabls  0 

against  the  whole  spirit  of  their  place  apd  pro-  the  prisoner.    In  the  case  c^Mr.  Hastings,  tbs 

fession.    Their  declaration  was  without  re^^  prisoner's  counsel  did  not  join  your  commiltea 

■erve  or  excepUoai  that  *'  aU  resolutioM  vfthc  Ip  tboir  enMvouni  to  obtain  the  publkitjr  w% 
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demanded.    Their  reasons  we  can  only  con-  in  this  report  are  wholly  drawn  fi^m  proceed- 

jecture.    Bat  your  managers,  acting  for  this  ings  in  that  kind  of  court.    Only  two  are  cited, 

House,  were  not  the  less  bound  to  see  that  which  are  furnished  from  a  court  constituted 

the  due  parliamentary  course  should  be  pur^  in  the  manner  supposed.    The  rest  were  in 

sued,  even  when  it  is  most  favourable  to  those  trials  by  all  the  peers,  and  not  by  a  Jury  of 

inborn  they  impeach.    If  it  should  answer  the  peers  with  an  high  steward, 

purposes  of  one  prisoner  to  waive  the  rights  After  long  discussions  with  the  peers  on  this 

which  belong  to  all  prisoners,  it  was  the  duty  subject,  *'  The  lords  committees  in  a  confer- 

of  your  managers  to  protect  those    general  ence  told  them  [the  committee  of  this  House, 

ri^ts  against  that  particular  prisoner.    It  was  appointed  to  a  conference  on  the  matter]  that 

still  more  their  duty  to  endeavour,  that  their  the  high  steward  is  but  speaker  pro  tempore, 

own  questions  should  not  be  erroneously  stat-  and  giveth  his  vote  as  well  as  the  other  lords : 

ed,  or  cases  put  which  varied  from  those  which  This  changeth  not  the  nature  of  tlie  court 

they  argued,  or  opinions  given  in  a  manner  not  And  the  lords  declared,  that  they  have  power 

supported  by  the  spirit  of  our  laws  and  institu-  enough   to  proceed  to  trial,  though  the  king 

tions,  or  by  analogy  with  the  practice  of  all  should  not  name  an  high  steward."    On  the 

oar  courts.  same  day,  <*  It  is  declared  and  ordered,  by  the 

Tour  committee,  much  in  the  dark  about  a  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  as- 

matter,  in  which  it  was  so  necessary  that  they  sembled,  that  the  office  of  high  steward  on 

should  receive  every  light,  have  heard,  that  in  trials  of  peers  upon  impeachments  is  not  nece»- 

debating  this  matter  abrcMd,  it  has  been  ob-  sary  to  the  House  of  Peers — ^but  that  lords 

jected,  that  many  of  the  precedents  on  which  may  proceed  in  such  trials,  if  an  high  steward 

we  most  relied  were  furnished  in  the  courts  of  is  not  appointed,  according  to  their  humble 

the  lord  high  steward,  and  not  in  trials  where  desire." 

the  peers  were  judges ;  and  that  the  lord  high  To  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  and  to 

steward  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  retire  remove  all  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 

with  the  juror  peers,  the  judges'  opinions,  from  mons,  the  commission  of  the  lord  high  steward 

necessity,  not  from  equity  to  the  parties,  were  was  then  altered.    These  rights,  contended  for 

given  before  that  magistrate.  by  the  Commons  in  their  impeachments,  and 

Tour  committee  thinks  it  scarcely  possible,  admitted  by  the  peers,  were  asserted  in  the 
Uiar  the  lords  could  be  influenced  by  such  a  [Nroceedings  preparatory  to  the  trial  <£  Lord 
feeble  argument.  For,  admitting  the  fact  to  Stafford,  in  which  that  l(Nig  chain  of  uniform 
have  been  as  supposed,  there  is  no  sort  of  rea-  precedents,  with  regard  to  the  publicity  of  the 
son  why  so  uniform  a  course  of  precedents,  in  judges'  opinions  in  trials,  begins, 
a  legal  court,  composed  of  a  peer  for  judge,  For  these  last  citations,  and  some  of  the  re- 
and  peers  for  triers — a  course  so  favourable  to  marks,  your  committee  are  indebted  to  the 
all  parties  and  to  equal  justice — a  course  in  learned  and  upright  Justice  Foster.  They 
concurrence  with  the  procedure  of  all  our  other  have  compared  them  with  the  journals,  and  find 
courts,  should  not  have  the  greatest  authority  them  correct.  The  same  excellent  author  pro- 
over  their  practice  in  every  trial  before  the  ceeds  to  demonstrate  that  whatever  he  says  of 
tohoU  body  of  the  peerage.  trials  by  impeachment  is  equally  applicaUe  to 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  acted  as  trials  before  the  high  steward  on  indictment ; 

high  steward  in  one  of  these  commissions,  cer-  and  consequently  that  there  is  no  ground  for  a 

tainly  knew  what  he  was  saying.    He  gave  distinction,  with  regard  to  the  public  declara- 

no  such  reason.    His  argument  for  the  pub*  ticm  of  the  judges'  opinions,  founded  on  the 

licity  of  the  judges'  opinions,  did  not  turn  at  inapplicability  of  either  of  these  cases  to  the 

all  on  the  nature  of  his  court,  or  of  his  office  other.    The  argument  on  this  whole  mattw  is 

in  that  court    It  rested  on  the  equity  of  the  so  satisfactory,  that  your  committee  has  an- 

principle,  and  on  the  fair  dealing  due  to  the  nexed  it  at  large  to  the  report'*'    As  there 

priscmer.  is  no  difference  in  fact  between  these  trials 

Lord  Somen  was  in  no  such  court ;  yet  his  (especially  since  the  act  which  provides  that 

declaration  is  full  as  strong.    He  does  not  in-  all  the  peers  shall  be  sununoned  to  the  trial 

deed  argue  the  point,  as  £e  Earl  o£  Netting-  of  a  peer)  so  there  is  no  difference  in  the 

ham  did  when  he  considered  it  bs  a  new  case,  reason  and  principle  of  the  publicity,  let  the 

Lord  Somers  considers  it  as  a  point  quite  set-  matter  of  the  steward's  jurisidictitm  be  as  it 

tied — and  no  longer  standing  in  need  of  being  may. 
■iq>ported  by  reason  or  precedent. 

But  it  is  a  mistake  that  the  precedents  stated  *  See  the  Appendix,  No.  i« 
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Kjion  the  reeordf  and  ao  cootinued  in  the  niffo 

PUBLICITY  GENERAL.  of  Ed.  I.  and  Ed.  II.  and  then  there  was  no  need 

of  reports ;  but  in  the  reign  of  Ed.  III.  (whei 

Tour  oonunitteo  do  not  find  any  poaitive  the  law  was  in  its  height,)  the  causes  and  tea- 
law  which  binds  the  judges  of  the  courts  in  sons  of  judgraento,  in  respect  of  the  multitude 
Westminster  Hall  pabbdy  to  give  a  reasoned  of  them,  are  not  setdowa  in  the  record,  but  then 
•pinion  fixxn  the  bench,  in  support  of  their  the  great  camiiUatuirqMjrUin  of  caaea{ceTizm 
jodgment  upon  matters  that  are  stated  before  grave  and  sad  men)  published  the  cases,  and 
them.  But  the  course  hath  prevailed  from  the  the  reaaona  and  coMueM  <if  the  jtidgmeiUs  or  raO' 
oldeet  times.  It  hath  been  so  general  and  so  luitoru,  which,  (irora  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
uniform,  that  it  must  be  considered  as  the  law  of  Ed.  UI.  and  since,  we  have  in  print.  But 
of  the  land.  It  has  prevailed,  so  far  as  we  can  these  also,  though  of  great  credit  and  excellent 
discover,  not  only  in  all  the  courts  which  now  use  in  their  kind,  yet  fear  veaderneaih  the  atdha- 
exist,  whether  of  law  or  equity,  but  in  those  rify  of  the  pariiameat  rotU,  reporting  the  ad$f 
which  have  been  suppressed  or  disused,  such  judgments,  and  reeeliUmt  qfthat  highest  couriJ* 
as  the  court  of  wards  and  the  star  chamber.  Reports,  though  q(  a  kind  less  authentic 
An  author,  quoted  by  Rushworth,  speaking  of  than  the  year  books  to  which  Coke  alludes,  have 
the  constitution  of  that  chamber,  says,  "  And  continued  without  interruption  to  the  time  in 
so  it  was  resolved,  by  the  judges,  on  rtferenes  which  we  live.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  ele- 
made  to  them;€nd  their  opinion,  c^er  deliberate  mentary  treatises  of  law,  and  the  dogmatical 
hearing,  and  viem^ former  precedents,  was  pub^  treatises  (^English  jurisprudence,  whether 
Uihed  m  open  court."  It  appears  elsewhere  in  they  appear  under  the  names  of  institutes, 
the  same  compiler,  that  all  their  proceedings  digests,  or  commentaries,  do  not  rest  on  the 
were  public,  even  in  deliberating  previous  lo  authority  of  the  supreme  power,  like  the  books 
judgment.  called  the  iiwtitute, digest,  code,  and  authentic 

The  judges  in  their  reasonings  have  always  collations  in  the  Roman  baw.     With  us,  doo- 

been  used  to  observe  on  the  arguments  employ-  trinal  books  of  that  description  have  little  or  no 

ed  by  the  counsel  on  either  side ;  and  on  the  authority,  other  than  as  they  are  supported  by 

authorities  cited  by  them,  assigning  the  grounds  the  adjudged  cases  and  reasons  given  at  one 

for  rejecting  the  authorities  which  they  reject,  time  or  other  from  the  bench ;  and  to  these  they 

or  for  adopting  those  to  which  they  adhere,  or  constantly  refer.    Thb  appears  inCdie's  Insti- 

for  a  different  omstruction  of  law,  according  tutes,  in  Corny ns's  Digest,  and  in  all  books  of 

to  the  occasion.    This  publicity,  not  only  of  that  nature.    To  give  judgment  privately  is  to 

decision  but  of  deliberation,  iaaiot  confined  to  put  an  end  to  reports ;  and  to  p«tf  an  end  to  re- 

their  several  courts,  whether  of  law  or  equity,  ports,  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  law  of  England, 

whether  above,  or  at  nisi  prius,  but  it  preva^  It  was  fortunate  for  the  constitution  of  this  king- 

where  they  are  assembled  in  the  exchequer  dom,  that  in  the  judicial  proceedingts  in  the  case 

diamber,  or  at  Serjeant's  Inn,  or  wherever  of  sliip  money,  the  judges  did  not  then  venture 

matters  ooroe  before  the  judges  colleotively  for  to  depart  from  the  antient  course.    They  gave 

consultation  and  revision.    It  seems  to  your  and  they  argued  their  judgment  in  open  court.'^ 

oommiUee  to  be  moulded  in  the  essential  fi«me  Their  reasons  were   publicly  given,  and  tbo 

and  constitution  of  British  judicature.    Tour  reasons  assigned  for  their  judgmeitf  tods  away 

comnoittee  conceives,  that  the  Elnglish  juris-  all  its  authority.    The  great  histCHrian  Lord 

prudence  has  not  any  other  sure  foundation,  Clarendon,  at  that  period  a  young  lawyer,  has 

nor  consequently  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  tokl  us,  that  the  judges  gave  as  law  from  the 

■ubject  any  sure  hold,  but  in  the  maxiuis,  rules,  bench  what  every  mam  iff  the  hall  knew  not  to 

and  principles,  and  juridical  traditionary  lin^  be  law. 

of  decisions  contained  in  the  notes  taken,  and  This  publicity,  and  tibis  mode  of  attending 

from  time  to  time  publi^ied,  (mosdy  under  the  the  decision  with  its  grounds,  is  observed  not 

sanction  of  the  judges,)  called  reports.  only  in  the  tribunals  where  the  judges  preside 

In  the  eariy  periods  of  the  law  it  appears  to  in  a  judicial  capacity  individually  or  collectiye* 

your  committee,  that  a  course  still  better  had  ly,  but  where  ^y  are  consulted  by  the  peers, 

been  pursued,  but  grounded  on  the  same  prio-  on  the  law  in  all  vjriU  ^  eirour  thought  from 

ciples ;  and  that  no  other  cause  than  the  mul-  below.    In  the  opisioo  thoy  give  of  the  mat* 
ti^icity  of  business  prevented  its  continuance. 

"f  ?«*°*?f."*  ^^l  ^^""^  ^""f  ^'**^*)i  ^.*'*^  *  This  is  confined  to  the  judkial  (mtaOonste 

of  difficulties,  either  crimmal  or  civu,  the  rea-  Hambden^s  ease.    It  does  not  taka  In  all  tb« 

sons  and  omiMi  of  the  judgment  were  set  down  extra-judicial  opiniona 
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ter  aisigned  as  errour,  one  at   least  of  the  The  House  did  thereon  res  olve  itself  into  a 

judges  ai^es   the  questions  at  large.    He  committee,  from  which  the  Earl  of  Galloway, 

«i^e8  them  publicly,  though  in  the  chamber  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  reported  as 

cf  parliament ;  and  in  such  a  manner  that  follows:  "  That  the  House  has,  in  the  trial  of 

every  professour,  practitioner,   or  student  c^  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  proceeded  in  a 

the  law,  as  well  as  the  parties  to  the  suit,  may  regular  course  in  the  manner  of  propounding 

learn  the  opinions  of  all  the  judges  of  all  the  their  questions  to  the  judges  in  the  chamber 

courts  upon  those  points,  in  which  the  judges  of  parliament,  and  in  receiving  their  answers 

in  one  court  might  be  mistaken.  to  them  in  the  same  place.''    The  resolution 

Tour  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  nothing  was  agreed  to  by  the  lords ;  but  the  protest  (as 
better  eould  be  devised  by  human  wisdom  below)*  was  entered  thereupon,  and  support* 
than  argued  judgments  publicly  delivered,  fi>r  ed  by  strong  arguments. 
preserving  unbroken  the  great  traditionary  Your  committee  remark,  that  this  resolu- 
body  of  the  law,  and  for  marking,  whilst  that  tion  states  only,  that  the  House  had  proceeded 
great  body  remained  unaltered,  every  varia-  in  this  secret  manner  of  propounding  questions 
tion  in  the  application  and  the  constructicm  of  to  the  judges,  and  of  receiving  their  answers 
particular  parts;  for  pointing  out  the  ground  df  during  the  trial,  and  on  matters  of  debate  be- 
each  variation;  and  for  enabling  the  learned  tween  the  parties,  *'  in  a  regular  course.''  It 
of  the  bar  and  all  intelligent  laymen  to  dis-  does  not  assert  that  another  course  would  not 
tinguish  those  changes  made  for  the  advance-  have  been  aa  regular.  It  does  not  state  either 
ment  of  a  more  solid,  equitable,  and  substan- 
tial justice,  according  to  the  variable  nature  •  jyin^n^^etu. 

of  human  affairs,  a  progressive  experience,  Ut    Because,  by  consulting  the  judges  out 

and  the   improvement  of  moral  philosophy,  of  court  in  the  absence  of  the  parties,  and  with 

from  those  hazardous  changes  in  any  of  the  ^*»"'  doors,  we  have  deviated  from  the  most  ap- 

*.'..,,?.            L^u  proved,  and  almost  uninterrupted,  practice  of 

aatient  opinions  and  decisions,  which  may  above  a  century  and  a  half,  and  esublished  a 

arise  from  ignorance,  from  levity,  from  false  precedent  not  only  destructive  of  the  justice  due 

refinement,  from  a  spirit  of  innovation,  or  from  to  the  parties  at  our  bar,  but  materially  injurious 

other  mo.i«.,  of  a  »Wre  no.  more  justifiable.  Sro-^t^pell'^nrSrSS  '^i^At 

Your  committee,  finding  this  course  of  pro-  terested  that  all  proceedings  of  this  high  court 

ceeding  to  be  concordant  with  the  character  of  parliament  should  be  open  and  exposed,  like 

and  spirit  of  our  judicial  proceeding,  continued  all  other  courts  of  justice,  to  public  observation 

c^^^li^^i^^^^r^^x  o..»»»..«<-i  k»  B-Mim^n*.  and  comment,  in  order  that  no  covert  and  prl- 

from  time  immemorial,  supported  by  arguments  ^^^^  practices  should  defeat  the  great  ends  of 

of  sound    theory,  and  confirmed  by   enects  public  justice. 

highly  beneficial,  could  not  see  without  imeasi-  3dly.  Because,  from  private  opinions  of  the 

ness,  in  this  great  trial  for  Indian  offences,  a  Judges,  upon  private  statements,  which  the  par- 

. ,'   .  . ®  4.;^^      A— ;«-*  tk«,;»  ^^\i^^t.nA  ''68  have  neither  heard  nor  seen,  grounds  of  a 

marked  innovation.    Against  their  reiterated  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^g  obtained,  which  mSst inevitably 

requests,  remonstrances,  and  protestations,  the  affect  the  cause  at  issue  at  our  bar ;  this  mode 

opinions  of  the  judges  were  always  taken  se-  of  proceeding  seems  to  be  a  violation  of  the  first 

crctly.    Not  only  the  constitutional  publicity  principle  of  justice,  inasmuch  as  we  thereby 

e         t:-i.  _-.  i^.*..^   — -   .<.r»^4  frv  «kl  force  and  confine  the  opinions  of  the  judges  to 

for   which  we  contend   was   refused  to  the  ourprivatestatement;  and  through  the  medium 

request  and  entreaty  of  your  committee ;  but  of  our  subsequent  decision  we  transfer  the  ef- 

when  a  noble  peer,  on  the  24th  of  June  1789,  feet  of  those  opinions  to  the  parties,  who  have 

did  in  open  court  declare,  that  he  would  then  J^?^  1«P"T«5  o*"  ^J«  "i'S*?^  ^"2?  advantage  of 

*^  _           ..        »    .L^  :  J  _  :^  .u  »  bein*  heard  by  such  private,  though  unintend- 

propose  some  questions  to  the  judges  m  that  ^^  wansmutations  of  the  point  at  Issue. 

place,  and  hoped  to  receive  their  answer  open-  adlv.  Because  the  prisoners  who  may  here- 

ly,  according  to  the  approved  good  customs  afier  have  the  misfortune  to  stand  at  our  bar  will 

of  that  and  of  other  courts-the  lords  instant-  ^fi^P^'I^^  / '^^F  T';^' oi™?H*'^n'l!f«^J? 

,        .       .      .     .     r  •_*!.                J-      L  high  steward  Nottingham  conveyed  to  tneTjri- 

ly  put  a  stop  to  the  further  proceedmg  by  an  g^ner,  Lord  Cornwallis,  viz.  "  That  the  lords 

immediate  adjournment  to  the  chamber  of  par-  have  that  tender  regard  of  a  prisoner  at  the  bar, 

liament.    Upon  this  adjournment  we  find,  by  that  they  will  not  suffer  a  case  to  be  put  in  his 

the  lords'  journals,  that  the  House,  on  being  ^//^^g't^^fd  I',  '^^"^^  prejudice  him  by  being 

resumed,  ordered,   thai  "  it  should  resolve  4thfy,  Because  unusual  mystery  and  secrecy 

itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  in  our  iudicial  proceedings  must  tend  either  to 

on  Monday  next,  to  take  into  consideration  discredit  the  acquittal  of  the  prisoner,  or  render 

what  is  the  proper  manner  of  putting  questions  ^^^  J^^^^e  «fp^«j^<gg^^glj:|^^«  doubtful. 

by  the  lords  to  the  judges,  and.  of  their  an-  SUFFOLK  AND  BERK8HIRK. 

iwwinf  the  same  in  judicial  proceedings."  LOUGHBOROUOH. 
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jodicial  convenience,  principle,  or  body  of  pre-  dence  u  they  are  furoished  with  firom  mm 
cedents  for  that  rriftiiar  eourae.  No  such  body  sources  of  authenticity,  and  which  in  their 
of  precedents  appear  on  the  journal  that  we  judgment,  aided  by  the  best  adrice  they  coold 
could  discover.  Seven-and-twenty,  at  least,  obtain,  is  possessed  of  a  moral  aptitude  jo- 
in a  regular  series,  are  directly  contrary  to  ridically  to  prove  or  to  illustrate  the  case 
this  regular  course.  Since  the  era  of  the  which  the  House  had  given  them  in  cfaa^ 
t9th  of  June  1789,  no  one  question  has  been 
admitted  to  go  publicly  to  the  judges.  MODE  OF   PUTTINQ    THE    aUES- 

This  determ'med  and  systematic  privacy  TIONS* 
was  the  more  alarming  to  your  committee,  be- 
cause the  questions  did  not  (except  in  that  When  your  committee  came  to  examine 
case)  originate  from  the  lords  for  the  direction  into  those  private  opinicms  of  the  judges,  they 
of  their  own  conscience.  These  questions,  found,  to  their  no  small  concern,  that  the  mode 
in  some  material  instances,  were  not  made  or  both  of  putting  the  questions  to  the  judges, 
allowed  by  the  parties  at  the  bar,  nor  settled  and  their  answers,  was  still  more  unusoal  and 
in  open  court,  but  differed  materially  from  miprecedented  than  the  privacy  with  ndiich 
what  your  managers  contended  was  the  true  those  questions  were  given  and  resolved, 
state  of  the  question,  as  put  and  argued  by  This  mode  strikes,  as  we  apprehend,  at  the 
them.  They  were  such  as  the  lords  thought  vital  privileges  of  the  House.  For  with  the 
proper  to  state  for  them.  Strong  remonstrances  single  exception  of  the  first  question  put  to  the 
produced  some  alteration  in  this  particular;  but  judges  in  1788,  the  case  being  stated,  tlie 
even  after  these  remonstrances,  several  ques-  questions  are  raised  directly,  specifically,  and 
tions  were  made,  on  statements  which  the  ma-  by  name,  on  those  privileges;  that  is  wAof 
nagers  never  made  nor  admitted.  evidence  is  it  compttentfar  the  managen  of  the 

Your  committee  does  not  know  of  any  pre-  House  of  Commona  to  produce?    We  conceive, 

cedent  before  this,  in  which  the  peers,  on  a  that  it  was  not  proper,  nor  jitstified  by  a  singlt 

proposal  of  the  Commons,  or  of  a  less  weighty  precedent^  to  refer  to  the  judges  of  the  inferiour 

person  before  their  court,  to  have  the  cases  courts  any  question,  and  still  less  for  them  to 

publicly  referred  to  the  judges,  and  their  argu-  decide  in  their  answer,  of  w^at  is  or  is  not 

ments  and  resolutions  delivered  in  their  pre-  competent  for  the  House  of  Commons,  or  for 

sence,  absolutely  refused.  The  very  few  prece-  any  committee  acting  under  their  authority,  to 

dents  of  such  private  reference  on  trials,  have  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  any  instance  or  req)ect 

been  made,  as  we  have  observed  already,  sub  whatsoever.    This  new  and  unheard-of  course 

silentio,  and  without  any  observation  from  the  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  subject  to  the 

parties.    In  the  precedents  we  produce,  the  discretion  of  the  judges  the  law  of  parliament 

determinati(»i  is  accompanied  with  its  reasons,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

and  the  publicity  is  considered  as  the  clear  un-  and  in  a  great  measure  the  judicial  privileges 

doubted  right  of  the  parties.  of  the  peers  themselves ;  any  intermeddling  in 

Your  committee,  using  their  best  diligence,  whidi  on  their  part,  we  oonceive  to  be  a  duh 

have  never  been  able  to  form  a  clear  opinion  gerous  and  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power, 

upon  the  ground  and  principle  of  these  de-  It  is  contrary  to  what  has  been  declared  by 

cisions.     The  mere  result  upon  each  case  de-  Lord  Coke  himself,  in  a  passage  before  qoot- 

cided  by  the  lords,  furnished  them  with  no  ed,  to  be  the  duty  oi  the  judges:  and  to  ndiat 

light  from  any  principle,  precedent,  or  fore-  thejudgesofformer  times  have  confessed  to  be 

gone  authority  of  law  or  reason,  to  guide  them  their  duty,  on  occasions  to  whidi  he  refers  in 

with  regard  to  the  next  matter  of  evidence  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sixth.    And  we  are  of 

which  they  had  to  offer,  or  to  discriminate  what  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  those  sages  of  the 

matter  ought  to  be  urged,  or  to  be  set  aside ;  law,  and  others  their  successors,  who  have 

your  committee  not  being  able  to  divine,  whc^  been  thus  diffident  and  cautious  in  giving  their 

ther  the  particular  evidence,  which,  upon  a  opinions  upon  matters  concerning  parliament, 

conjectural  principle,  they  might  choose  to  aiid  particularly  on  the  privileges  of  the  House 

abandon,  would  not  appear  to  this  House,  and  of  Commons,  was  laudable  in  the  example, 

to  the  judging  world  at  large,  to  be  admissible,  and   ought  to  be  followed;   particularly  the 

and  possibly  decisive  proof.    In  these  straits  principles  upon  which  the  judges  declined  to 

they  had  and  have  no  choice,  but  either  wholly  give  their  opinions  in  the  year  1614.    It  i^ 

to  abandon  the  prosecution,  and  of  consequence  pears  by  the  journals  of  the  lords,  that  a  qoet- 

to  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  tliem  by  this  tion  concerning  the  law  relative  to  impoeitioni 

House,  or  to  bring  forward  sodi  matter  of  evi-  having  been  pot  to  the  judges,  the  pvoeeedvg 
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%ui  as  follows  :*<  Whether  the  lords,  the  judges,  an  adjournment."      The  lord  high  steward 

shall  be  heard  deliver  their  opinion  touching  the  doubted  of  his  power  to  adjourn  the  court. 

point  of  impositions,  before  further  considera-  The  case  was  evidently  new,  and  his  grace 

tioD  be  had  of  answer  to  be  returned  to  the  proposed  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  judges 

lower  House,  concerning  the  message  firora  them  upon  it.    The  judges,  in  consequence,  otkt^ 

lately  received.**    Whereupon  the  number  of  ing  to  withdraw  into  the  exchequer  chamber, 

the  lords,  requiring  to  hear  the  judges' opinions  ionl  Falconberg  **  insisted  that  the  question 

hy  saying  *'  content"  exceeding  the  others  concerned  the  privilege  of  the  peerage  only, 

which  said   "  rum  content**  the   lords,  the  and  conceived  that  the ju4?e<jireno<conceme(i 

judges,  so  desiring  were  permitted  to  withdraw  to  nudce  any  determination  in  that  matter  ,*  and 

themselves  into  ^e  lord  chancellour*s  private  being  aitdi  a  point  ofprivUegCf  eertainfy  the  inff 

rooms ;  where  having  remained  a  while,  and  ad-  rtoor  courtB  have  no  right  to  dOermine  itJ*    It 

▼ised  together,  they  returned  into  the  House,  was  insisted,  therefore,  that  the  lords  triers 

and  having  taken  their  places,  and  standing  should  retire  with  the  judges.     The  lord  high 

discovered,  did  "by  (he  mouth  of  the  lord  chief  steward  thought  differently,  and  opposed  this 

justice  of  the  king's  bench,  humbly  desire  to  be  motion  ;  but  finding  the  other  opinion  generally 

forborne  at  this  time,  in  this  place,  to  deliver  prevalent,  he  gave  way,  and  the  loi^  triers 

any  opinion  in  this  case,  for  many  weighty  retired,  taking  the  judges  to  their  consult. 

and  important  reasons,  which  hb  lordship  de-  When  the  judges  returned,  they  delivered  their 

iivered  with  great  gravity  and  eloquence ;  con-  opinion  in  open  court.     Lord  chief   justice 

eluding,  that  himself  and  his  brethren  are  upon  Herbert  spoke  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 

|Nkrticidars  injudicial  course  to  speak  and  judge  judges.    Afler  observing  on  the  novelty  of  the 

between  tiie  king's  majesty  and  his  people,  oase,  with  a  temperate  and  becoming  reserve 

and  likewise  between  his  highness*s  siibjects,  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  parliaments,  he 

and  in  no  case  to  be  disputants  on  any  side.*^  marked  out  the  limits  of  the  office  (^  the  infe- 

Your  committee  do  not  find  any  thing  which,  riour  judges  on  such  occasions,  and  declared, 

through  inadvertence  or  design,  had  a  tendency  **  All  that  toe,  the  judges  f  can  do,  is  to  acquaint 

to  subject  ihe  law  and  course  of  parliament  to  your  grace  and  the  noble  lords  what  the  law  is  m 

&e  opinions  of  the  judges  of  the  inferiour  the  inferiour  courts  in  cases  of  the  like  nature^ 

courts,  from  that  period  until  the  first  of  James  and  the  reason  of  the  law  in  those  points,  and 

the  Second.    The  trial  of  Lord  Delamere  for  then  leave  the  jurisdieUon  of  the  court  to  its  prO' 

iiigh  treason  was  had  by  special  commission  per  judgment"    The  chief  justice  concluded 

before  the  lord  high  steward :  It  was  before  his  statement  of  the  usage  below,  and  his  ob- 

the  act  which  directs  that  all  peers  should  be  servations  on  the  difierence  of  the  cases  of  a 

summoned  to  such  trials.    This  was  not  a  peer  tried  in  full  parliament,  and  by  a  special 

trial  in  full  parliament,  in  which  case  it  was  commission,  in  this  manner:  *'  Upon  the  whole 

tfien  contended  for,  that  the  lord  high  steward  matter,  my  lords,  whether  the  peers,  being 

was  the  judge  of  the  law,  presiding  in  the  court,  judges  in  the  one  and  not  in  the  other  instance, 

but  had  no  vote  in  the  verdict ;  and  that  the  alters  the  case,  or  whether  the  reason  of  the 

lords  were  triers  only,  and  had  no  vote  in  the  law  in  inferiour  courts,  why  the  jury  are  not 

judgment  of  the  law.    This  was  looked  on  as  permitted  to  separate  until  diey  have  discharg- 

the  course,  where  the  trial  was  not  in  full  par-  ed  themselves  of  their  verdict,  may  have  any 

liament,  in  which  latter  case,  there  was  no  influence  on  this  case,  where  that  reason  seems 

doubt  but  that  the  lord  high  steward  made  a  to  fail,  the  prisoner  being  to  be  tried  by  men 

part  of  the  body  of  the  triers,  and  that  the  of  unquestionable  honour,  toe  canno< presume  so 

whole  House  was  the  judge.*     In  this  cause,  far  as  to  make  any  determination,in  a  case  which 

after  the  evidence  for  the  crown  had  been  clos-  is  both  new  to  us,  and  of  great  consequence  in  af- 

«d,  the  prisoner  prayed  the  court  to  adjourn,  sdf;  but  think  it  the  proper  way  for  us,  having 

The  lord  high  steward  doubted  his  power  to  laid  matters  as  we  conceive  them  before  your 

take  that  step  in  that  stage  of  the  trial ;  and  grace  and  my  lords,  to  submit  the  jurisdiction  qf 

the  question  was,  "  Whether,  the  trial  not  your  own  court  to  your  own  determintion.** 

being  in  full  parliament,  when  the  prisoner  is  It  appears   to  your  committee,  that   the 

upon  his  trial,  and  evidence  for  the  king   is  lords,  who  stood  against  submitting  the  course 

given,  the  lords  being  (as  it  may  be  termed)  of  their  high  court  to  the  inferiour  judges,  and 

charged  with  the  prisoner,  the  peers  may  se-  that  the  judges,  who,  with  a  legal  wd  catt^ 

parate  for  a  time,  which  is  the  consequence  of  stitutionaJ   discretion,   declined   giving   any 

♦  See  the  lord  high  steward's  speech  on  that  ?">»<»  »»  ^^  «»««»•,  acted   as  became 

iMad,  ist  J.  H.  »>«■&  f  9aa  your  committee  leea  no  letMB 
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wiij  the  paera,  at  thik  day,  abould  be  leaa  whole  process  and  conduct  of  the  trial,  but 
attentire  to  tlM  rights  of  their  court,  with  through  that  medium  to  tramrfer  to  them  die 
regard  to  an  ezdusire  judgment  on  their  own  ultimate  judgment  on  the  cause  itself  and  its 
proceedings,  or  to  the  rights  of  the  Commons     merits. 

acting  as  accusers  for  the  whole  Commons  The  judges  attendant  on  the  court  of  peers, 
of  Great  Britain  in  that  court,  or  why  the  hitherto  have  not  been  supposed  to  know  the 
judges  should  be  less  reserved  in  deciding  particulars  and  minute  circumstances  of  the 
upon  any  of  these  points  of  high  parliamen-  cause,  and  must  therefore  be  incompetent 
tary  privilege,  than  the  judges  of  that  and  the  to  determine  upon  thoee  circumstances.  The 
preceding  periods.  This  present  case  is  evidence  taken  is  not,  of  course,  that  we  can 
a  proceeding  in  full  parliament,  and  not  like  find,  delivered  to  them — nor  do  we  find,  that 
the  case  under  the  commission  in  the  time  of  in  fact  any  order  has  been  made  for  that  puN 
James  the  Second,  and  still  more  evidently  pose,  even  supposing  that  the  evidence  could 
oat  of  the  province  of  the  judges  in  the  in-  at  all  regularly  be  put  before  them.  They 
leriour  courts.  are  present  in  court,  not  to  hear  the  trial,  but 

AH  the  precedents  previous  to  the  trial  of     solely  to  advise  in  matter  of  law — they  can- 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  seem   to  your     not  take  upon  themselves  to  say  any  thiog 
commiuee  to  be  uniform.    The  judges  had     about  the  Bengal  consultations,  or  to  know 
constantly  refused  to  give  an  opinion  on  any     any  thing  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  of  Kelleram, 
of  the  powers,  privileges,  or  competencies  of     or  of  Mr.  Francis,  or  Sir  John  Clavering. 
either  House.    But  in  the  present  instance        That  the  House  may  be  the  more  fuHy 
your  committee  has  found,  with  great  con-     enabled  to  judge  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
eem,  a  fiarther  matter  of  innovation.    Hither^     of  thus  putting  the  question  speeifioalb/,  and 
to   the  constant  practice  has  been  to  put     on  the  grou  caatf  your  committee  thinks  fit 
questions   to   the  judges  but   in    the  three     here  to  insert  one  of  those  questions,  reserving 
following  ways ;  as,  Ist,  A  question  of  pure     a  discussion  of  its  particular  merits  to  another 
abstract  law,  without  reference   to  any  case,     place.    It  was  stated  on  the  22d  <^  April  1790, 
or  merely  upon  an  A.  B.  case  stated  to  them.     "  On  that  day  the  managers  pr(^>08ed  to  show 
Sdly,  To  the  legal  construction  of  some  act     that  Kelleram  fell  into  great  balances  with 
of  parliament.    Sdly,  To  report  the  course     the  East-India  Company,  in   consequence 
of  proceeding  in  the  courts  below,  upon  an     of  his  appointment."    It  is  so  stated  in  the 
alMrtract  case.     Besides  these  three,  your     printed  minutes,  (p.  1206.)    But  the  real  ten- 
committee  knows  not  of  a  single  example  of     dencyand  gist  of  the  proposition  is  not  shown, 
any  sort,  during  the  course  dt  any  judicial     —However  the  question  was  put,  ^  whether 
proceeding  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,     it  be  or  be  not  competent  to  the  managenfar 
whether  the  prosecution  has  been  by  indict-     the  Commons  to  give  evidence  tq>on  the  charge 
ment,  by  information  Grom  the  attorney-general,     intheSth  article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  which 
or  by  impeachment  of  the  House  of  Commons,     the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
In  the  present  trial,  the  judges  a|^>ear  to     let  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  said  6th  article 
your  committee  not  to  have  given  their  judg-     of  charge  to  Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was 
■sent  Dn  points  of  law,  stated  as  such,  but  to     deficient ;  and  whether  if  proof  were  ofifered 
have  in  effect  tried  the  cause,  in  the  whole     that  the  rent  fell  into  arrear  inmiediately  after 
oourseof  it,  with  one  instance  to  the  contrary,     the  letting,  the  evidence  in  that  case  wouki 
The  lords  have  stated  no  question  of  gene-     be  competent  ?"  The  judges  answered  on 
fal  law ;  no  questicm  on  the  construction  of  an     the  27th  of  the  said  month,  as  follows :  "  It 
ftct  of  parliament ;  no  question  concerning  the     ia  not  competent  for  the  managers  for  the  House 
practice  <^  the  courts  bek>w.    They  put  the    qf  Commons  to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge 
whole  gross  casefOndmatterin  question,  toith  all     in  the  6th  article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at 
its eireumstanceSftothe judges.  They  hsive Jor     which  the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let 
lAej8rsf/iins,dMnandedofthem  what  par ticdar     the  lands  in  the  said  6th  article  of  charge  to 
person,  paper,  or  document  ought,  or  ought  not,     Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was  deficient." 
to  be  produced  before  them  by  the  managers         The  House  will  observe,  that  on  the  ques- 
for  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  :  for  in-     tion  two  cases  of  competence  were  put — ^The 
Stance,  whether,  under  such  an  article,  the  Ben-     first  on  the  competence  of  managers  for  the 
^alconsultationsof  such  a  day,  the  examina-     House  of  Commons  to   give  the  evidence 
tioB  of  n^ab  Nundcomar,  and  the  like.    The     supposed  to  be  offered  by  them,  but  which  we 
opention  of  this  method  is  in  substance,    deny  to  have  been  offered  in  the  manner  and 
mi  QQl|y  to  make  the  judges  masten  of  the    for  the  purpose  assumed  in  this  quesdoo 


TO  INSPECT  THE  LORDS'  JOURNALS.  507 

The  8ec<Hid  ia  in  a  shape  apparentlj  more  en  the  competence  of  the  manageiB  for  the 

abstracted,  and  more  nearly  approaching  to  CommcHM — the  competence  of  the  evidence  to 

parliamentary  regularity— on  the  competence  be  produced — who  are  to  be  permitted  to  ap- 

of  the  evidence  itself,  in  the  case  of  a  sup-  pear — what  questions  are  to  be  asked  of  wifr> 

posed  circumstance  being  superadded.     The  nesses— and  indeed,  parcel  by  parcel,  on  the 

judges  answered  only  the  first,  denying  flatly  whole  of  the  gross  case  before  them ;  as  well 

the  competence  of  the  managers.    As  to  the  as  to  determine  upon  the  order,  method,  and 

second,  the  competence  of  the  supposed  evi-  process  of  every  psirt  of  tiwir  proceedings.  The 

dence,  they  are  profoundly  silent.      Having  judges  of  the  inferiour  courts  are  by  kiw  ren- 

given  this  blow  to  our  competence,  about  the  dered   independent  of  the  crown.    But  this, 

other  question  (which  was  more  within  their  instea^^  of  a  benefit  to  the  subject,  would  be  a 

province)  namely,  the  competence  of  evidence  grievance,  if  no  way  was  left  of  producing  a 

on  a  case  hjrpothetically  stated,  they  gave  responsibility.    If  the  lords  cannot  or  will  not 

themselves  no  trouble.    The  lords  on  that  act  without  the  judges,  and  if  (which  Grod 

occasion  rejected  the  whole  evidence.     On  forbid !)  the  Commons  should  find  it  at  any 

the  face  of  the  judges'  opinion,  it  is  a  deter>  time  hereafter  necessary  to  impeach  them  b<^ 

mination  on  a  caae^  the  trial  of  which  was  not  fore  the  lords ;  this  House  would  find  the  lords 

with  them,  but  it  contains  no  rule  or  prindple  disabled  in  their  functions,  fearful  of  giving  any 

of  law,  to  which  alone  it  was  their  duty  to  judgment  on  matter  of  law,  or  admitting  any 

speak.*  proof  of  fact  without  them,  [the  judges  ;j  and 

These  essential  innovations  tend,  as  your  having  once  assumed  the  rule  of  procmding 

committee  conceives,  to  make  an  entire  alter-  and  practice  below  as  their  rule,  they  must  at 

ation  in  the  constitution,  and  in  the  purposes  every  instant  resort,  for  their  means  of  judging 

of  the  high  court  of  parliament,  and  even  to  to  the  authority  of  tliose  whom  they  arc  ap- 

reverse  the  antient  relations  between  the  lords  pointed  to  judge. 

and  the  judges.    They  tend  wholly  to  take        Tour  committee  must  always  act  with  re- 

away  from  the  Commons  the  benefit  of  making  gard  to  men  as  they  are.    There  are  no  privi- 

good  their  case  before  the  proper  judges,  and  leges  or  exemptions  from  the  infirmities  of  our 

submit  this  high  inquest  to  the  inferiour  courts,  common  nature.    We  are  sensible,  that  all 

Your  committee  sees  no  reason  why,  on  the  men,  and  without  any  evil  intentions,  will  na- 

same  principles  and  precedents,  the  lords  may  turally  wish  to  extend  their  own  jurisdiction, 

not  terminate  their  proceedings  in  this,  and  in  and  to  weaken  all  the  power  by  which  they  may 

all  future  trials,  by  sending  the  whole  faMy  of  be  limited  and  controuUed.    It  is  the  business 

evidence  taken  before  them  in  the  shape  of  a  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  counteract  this 

special  verdict,  to  the  judges,  and  may  not  de-  tendency.    This  House  had  given  to  its  mar 

mand  of  them,  whether  they  ought,  on  the  nagers  no  power  to  abandon  its  privileges,  and 

whole  matter,  to  acquit  or  condemn  the  pri-  the  rights  of  its  constituents.    They  were  them- 

soner ;  nor  can  we  discover  any  cause  that  selves  as  little  disposed  as  authorized  to  make 

should  hinder  them  [the  judges]  from  deciding  this  surrender.    They  are  members  <^  this 

on  the  accumulative  body  of  the  evidence,  as  House,  not  only  charged  with  the  management 

hitherto  they  have  done  in  its  parts,  and  from  of  this  impeachment,  but  partaking  of  a  ge- 

dictating  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  a  neral  trust,  inseparable  fi'om  the  Commons  of 

misdemeanour  or  other  crime  in  the  prisoner.  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled,  one  of 

as  they  think  fit — without  any  more  reference  whose  principal  functions  and  duties  it  is,  to  be 

to  principle,  or  precedent  of  law,  than  hitherto  observant  of  the  courts  of  justice,  and  to  take 

they  have  thought  proper  to  apply  in  determin-  due  care  that  none  of  them,  from  the  lowest  to 

ing  on  the  several  parcels  of  this  cause.  the  highest,   shall  pursue   new  courses  un« 

Your  committee  apprehends,  that  very  se-  known  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this 

rious  inconveniences  and  mischiefii  may  here-  kingdom,  or  to  equity,  sound  legal  policy,  or 

after  arise  from  a  practice  in  the  House  of  substantial  justice.    Your  committee  were  not 

Lords,  of  considering  itself  as  unable  to  act  sent  into  Westminster  Hall  for  the  purpose  of 

without  the  judges  of  the  inferiour  courts,  of  contributing  in  their  persons,  and  under  the 

implicitly  following  their  dictates,  of  adhering  authority  of  the  House,  to  change  the  course 

with  a  literal  precision  to  the  very  words  of  or  law  of  parliament,  which  had  continued 

their  responses,  and  of  putting  them  to  decide  unquestioned  for  at  least  four  hundred  years. 

*  All  .u  1  .•         r.i.^  -^        .   »u   .'^  Neither  was  it  any  part  c^  their  mission  to 

*  All  the  resolutions  ofthe  judges,  to  the  tuna        -.  j    *   *    u       *  vi- l  j   ™'.u -^i- 
of  the  reference  to  the  committee,  are  in  the  "^^  precedenta  to  be  estabbshed,  with  rela- 
Appendix,  No.  3.  tion  to  the  law  and  rule  of  evidence,  which 
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lendod  in  their  opinion  to  shut  up  for  ever  «U  that  the  rules  of  proceedings  in  these  ooaril 

the   arenues  to  justice.     They  were  not  to  Tsry,  and  some  ofthem  very  essentially;  yet  tbfl 

ooDsider  a  rule  of  evidence  as  a  means  of  cxxi-  usage  of  each  court  is  the  law  of  the  court,  tnd 

cealment.  They  were  not,  without  a  struggle,  it  would  be  vain  to  object  to  any  rule  m  any 

to  suffer  any  subtleties  to  prevail,  which  v^ild  court,  that  it  is  not  the  rule  of  another  cooit 

render  a  process  in  parliament,  not  the  ter-  For  instance,  as  a  general  nde,  the  court  of 

rour,  but  the  protection,  of  all  the  fraud  and  king's  bench,  on  trials  by  jury,  cannot  receive 

▼iolence  arising  from   the  abuse  of  British  depositions,  but  must  judge  by  testimony  ma 

power  in  the  East.    Accordingly,  your  mana-  woe.    The  rule  of  the  court  of  chancery  is  not 

gers  contended  widi  all  their  mi^t,  as  their  only  not  the  same,' but  it  is  the  reverse,  and 

predecessors  in  the  same  place  had  contended  hord  Hardwicke  ruled  accordingly:   "  The 

with  more  ability  and  learning,  but  not  with  constant  and  established  proceedings  of  this 

more  zeal  and  more  firmness,  against  those  dan-  court,"  said  this  great  magistrate,  "  are  (m 

gerous  innovations,  as  they  were  successively  written  evidence,  like  the  porceedings  on  the 

introduced :  they  held  themselves  bound  con-  civil  and  canon  law.    This  is  the  course  of 

stantly  to  protest,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  the  court,  and  the  course  of  the  court  b  the 

they  did  prostest,  in  discourses  of  considerable  law  of  the  court." — Atkyns,  vol.  i.  p.  446. 

length,  against  those  private,  and  for  what  they  Your  managers  were  convinced,  that  one  of 

could  find,  unargued  judicial  opinions,  which  the  principal  reasons,  for  which  this  cause 

must,  as  they  fear,  introduce  by  degrees  the  was  brought  into  parliament,  was  the  danger 

miserable  servitudo  which  exists  where  the  law  that  in  inferiour  courts  their  rule  would  be 

is  uncertain  or  unknown.  formed  naturally  upon  their  ordinary  experience 

and  the  exigencies  of  the  cases  which  in  ordi- 
DEBATES  ON  EVIDENCE.  nary  course  came  before  them.    This  expe- 
rience, and  the  exigencies  of  these  cases,  ex- 
The  chief  debates  at  the  bar,  and  the  decl-  tend  little  further  than  the  concerns  of  a  peo- 
sions  of  the  judges  (which  we  find  in  all  cases  pie  comparatively  in  a  narrow  vicinage— « 
implicitly  adopted,  in  all  their  extent,  and  people  of  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  language^ 
widiout  qualification,  by  the  lords)  turned  upon  religion,  manners,  laws,  and  habits.    With 
evidence.    Your  committee,  before  the  trial  them,  an  intercourse  of  every  kind  was  easy, 
began,  were  apprized,  by  discourses  which  pru-  These  rules  of  law  in  most  cases,  and  the 
dence  did  not  permit  them  to  neglect,  that  en-  practice  of  the  courts  in  all,  could  not  be  easily 
deavours  would  be  used  to  embarrass  them  in  applicable  to  a  people  separated  from  Great 
their  proceedings  by  exceptions  against  evi-  Britain  by  a  very  great  part  of  the  globe ; 
dence ;  that  the  judgments  and  opinions  of  the  separated  by  manners,  by  principles  of  reli- 
courts  below  would  be  resorted  to  on  this  sub-  gion,  and  of  inveterate  habits  as  strong  as 
ject ;  that  there  the  rules  of  evidence  were  nature  itself,  still  more  than  by  the  circum- 
precise,  rigorous,  and  inflexible ;  and  that  the  stance  of  local  distance.    Such  confined  and 
counsel  for  the  criminal  would  endeavour  to  inapplicable  rules  would  be  convenient  indeed 
introduce  the  same  rules,  with  the  same  severity  to  oppression,  to  extortion,  bribery,  and  cor- 
and  exactness,  into  this  trial.   Your  committee  ruption,  but  ruinous  to  the  people,  whose  pro- 
were  fully  assured,  and  were  resolved  strenu-  lection  is  the  true  object  of  all  tribunals,  and 
ously  to  contend,  that  no  doctrine  or  rule  of  of  all  their  rules.    Even  English  judges  in 
law,  much  less  the  practice  of  any  court,  ought  India,  who  have  been  sufficiently  tenacious  of 
to  have  weight  or  authority  in  parliament,  fur-  what  they  considered  as  the  rules  of  English 
ther  than  as  such  doctrine,  rule,  or  practice,  is  courts,  were  obliged,  in  many  points,  and  par- 
agreeable  to  the  proceedings  in  parliament,  or  ticularly  with  regard  to  evidence,  to  relax  very 
hath  received  the  sanction  of  approved  prece-  considerably,  as  the  civil  and  politic  govem- 
dent  there ;  or  is  founded  on  the  immutable  ment  has  been  obliged  to  do  in  several  other 
principles  ofsubstantialjustice,  without  which  cases,  on  account  of  insuperable  difficulties 
your  committee  readily  agrees,  no  practice  in  arising  from  a  great  diversity  of  manners,  and 
any  court,  high  or  low,  is  proper  or  fit  to  be  from  what  may  be  considered  as  a  diversi^ 
maintained.  even  in  the  very  constitution  of  their  minds 
In  this  preference  of  the  rules  observed  in  instances  of  which  your  committee  will  sub* 
the  high  court  of  parliament,  pre-eminenly  join  in  a  future  appendix, 
superiour  to   all  the  rest,  there  is  no  claim        Another  great  cause,  why  your  committee 
made,  which  the  inferiour  courts  do  not  make,  omceived  this  House  had  chosen  to  proceed^ 
•nch  with  regard  to  itself.    It  is  well  known,  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  was  becansa 
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Ow    inferioar  courts  were  habituated,   with  They  will  be  for  eyer,  5f«^at,  for  the  greater 
very  few  exceptions,  to  try  men  ibr  the  abuse  part  they  have  hitherto  been,  inclined  to  com* 
only  of  their  individual  and  natural  powers,  promise  with  the  corruption  of  the  magi»- 
which  can  extend  but  a  little  way.    Before  trates,  as  a  screen  against  that  violence,  fhmi 
them,  offences,  whether  of  fraud  or  violence,  which  the  laws  afford  them  no  redress, 
or  both,  are,  for  much  the  greater  part,  charged  For  these  reasons,  your  committee  did,  and 
upon  persons  of  mean  and  obscure  condition,  do,  strongly  contend  that  the  court  of  parlia- 
Those  unhappy  persons  are  so  far  from  being  ment  ought  to  be  open  with  great  facili^  to 
supported  by  men  of  rank  and  influence,  that  the  productiim  of  all  evidence,  except  &at, 
the  whole  weight  and  force  of  the  community  which  the   precedents   of  parliament  teach 
is  directed  against  them.    In  this  case,  they  them  authoritatively  to  reject,  or  which  hath 
are  in  general  objects  of  protecti(»i  as  well  as  no  sort  of  natural  aptitude  directly  or  circum- 
of  punishment ;  and  the  course  periiaps  ought,  stantially  to  prove  the  case.    They  have  been 
as  it  is  commonly  said  to  be,  not  to  suffer  any  and  are  invariably  of  opinion.  That  the  lords 
thing  to  be  applied  to  their  conviction  beyond  ought  to  enlarge  {and  not  to  contract)  the  rule$ 
what  the  strictest  rules  will  permit.    But  in  of  evidenoBf  according  to  the  nature  and  difieul' 
the  cause  which  your  managers  have  in  charge,  ties  of  the  caacy  for  redress  to  the  injured,  for 
the  circumstances  are  the  very  reverse  to  what  the  punishment  of  oppression,  for  the  deteo- 
happens  in  the  cases  of  mere  personal  del  in-  tion  of  fraud  ;  and  that  they  ought  above  all 
quency,  which  come  before  the  inferiour  courts,  to  prevent  what  is  the  greatest  dishonour  to 
These  courts  have  not  before  them  persons  all   laws,  and  to  all  tribunals — ^the  fiiilure  of 
who  act,  and  who  justify  their  acts,  by  the  justice.    To  prevent  the  last  of  these  evils,  all 
nature  of  a  despotical  and  arbitrary  power,  courts  in  this  and  all  countries  have  cohstantly 
The  abuses,  stated  in  our  impeachment,  are  made  all  their  maxims  and  principles  concern- 
not  those  of  mere  individual,  natural  faculties,  ing  testimony  to  conform  ;  although  such  courts 
but  the  abuses  of  civil  and  political  authority,  have  been  bound  undoubtedly  by  stricter  rules, 
The  offence  is  that  of  one  who  has  carried  both  of  form  and  of  prescript  cases,  than  the 
with  him  in  the  perpetration  of  his  crimes,  sovereign  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the  lords 
whether  of  violence  or  of  fraud,    the  whole  on  the  impeachment  of  the  Commons  ever  has 
force  of  the  state ;  who  in  the  perpetration  been,  or  ever  ought  to  be.    Therefore  your 
and  concealment  of  offences,  has  had  the  ad-  committee  doth  totally  reject  any  rules,  by 
vantage  of  all  the  means  and  powers  given  to  which  the  practice  of  any  inferiour  court  is 
government  for  the   detection   and  punish-  affirmed  as  a  directory  guide  to  an  higher, 
ment  of  guilt,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  peo-  especially  where  the  forms  and  the  powers  <^ 
pie.    The  people  themselves,  on  whose  be-  the  judicature  are  different,  and  the  objects 
half  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  take  up  of  judicial  inquiry  are  not  the  same, 
this  remedial  and  protecting  prosecution,  are  Tour  conunittee  conceives  that  the  trial  of 
naturally  timid.    Their  spirits  are  broken  by  a  cause  is  not  in  the  arguments  or  disputa- 
the  arbitrary  power  usurped  over  them,  aiul  tions  of  the  prosecutors  and  the  council,  but 
claimed  by  the  delinquent  as  his  law.  They  are  in  the  eddenee;  and  that  to  refuse  evidence 
ready  to  flatter  the  power  which  they  dread,  is  to  refuse  to  hear  the  cause :  nothing  there- 
They  are  apt  to  look  for  favour  from  their  gover-  fore,  but  the  most  clear  and  weighty  reas(»is, 
nours,  by  covering  those  vices  in  the  predecessor  ought  to  preclude  its  production.    Yourcom- 
which  they  fear  the  successor  may  be  dispos-  mittee  conceives  that,  when  evidence,  on  the 
ed  to  imitate.    They  have  reason  to  consider  face  of  it  relevant,  that  is,  connected  with  the 
complaints  as  means  not  of  redress,  but  of  ag-  party  and  the  charge,  was  denied  to  be  com- 
gravation  to  their  sufferings ;  and  when  they  potent,  the  burthen  lay  upon  those  who  opposed 
shall  ultimately  hear  that  the  nature  of  the  if,  to  set  forth  the  authorities,  whether  of  po- 
British  laws,  and  the  rules  of  its  tribimals,  sitive  statute,  known  recognized  maxims  and 
are  such  as  by  no  care  or  study  either  they,  or  principles  of  law,  passages  in  an  accredited 
even  the  Commons  of  Great   Britain,  who  institute,  code,  digest,  or  systematic  treatise 
take  up  their  cause,  can  comprehend,  but  are  of  laws,  or  some  adjudged  cases,  wherein- the 
such  as  in  effect  and  operation  leave  them  courts  have  rejected  evidence  of  that  nature, 
unprotected,   and  render  those  who  q>press  No  such  thing  ever  (except  in  one  instance, 
them  secure  in  their  spoils,  they  must  think  to  which  we  shall  hereafler  speak)  was  pro* 
still  worse  of  British  justice  than  of  the  arbi-  duced  at  the  bar,  nor  (that  we  know  of)  pro- 
trary  power  of  the  company's  servants,  which  duced  by  the  lords  in  their  debates,  or  fay 
hath  been    exercised  to  their  destruction,  the  judges  in  the  opuions  by  them  dcdiverscL 
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Tlierelbre,  for  an j  thing  which  as  yet  appean  tdvea.   They  were  all  determined  (thoae  itiit 

to  your  oommittee  to  the  contrary,  theae  re-  ed  by  the  managers  in  their  favour)  by  tiw 

■poDses  and  decisions  were,  in  many  of  the  lords  themselves,  without  any  reference  to  the 

points,  not  the  determinations  of  any  law  what-  judges.    In  the  discussion  of  one  of  them,  t 

•oever,  but  mere  arbitrary  decrees,  to  which  we  question  was  stated  for  the  judges  cooceming 

oould  not  without  solemn  protestation  submit,  the  law  in  ar  similar  case  upon  an  inibnna- 

Tour  oommittee,  at  an  early  period,  and  fre-  tioa  in  the  court  below ;  but  it  was  set  aside 

quently  since  the  commencement  of  this  trial|  by  the  previous  question. 

have  neglected  no  means  of  research,  which  On  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Lovat,  no 

might  afford  them  information  concerning  these  more  than  one  objection  to  evidence  was  tif 

■apposed    strict  and  inflexible  rules  of  pro-  ken  by  the  managers,  against  which  Locd 

cecding,  and  of  evidence,  which  appeared  to  tiovat's  counsel  were  not  permitted  to  argae. 

them  destrticttve  of  all  the  means  and  ends  of  Three  objec^ons  aa  the  part  of  the  prisoaer 

justice : — and,  first,  they  examined  carefully  were  made  to  the  evidence  offered  by  the  rat* 

the  rolls  and  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Dagers,  but  all  without  success.   The  instance* 

as  also  the  printed  trials  of  cases  before  that  oi  similar  objections  in  parliamentary  trials  of 

eourt.  peers  on  indictments,  are  too  few  and  too  un> 

Tour  committee  finds  but  one  instance,  in  important   to  require  being   particularized— 

the  whole  course  of  pariiamentary  impeach*  one,  that  in  the  case  oC  Lord  Warwick,  has 

ments,  in  which  evidence  offered  by  the  Com*  been  already  stated. 

mons  has  been  rejected  on  the  plea  of  inad-  The  principles  of  these  precedents  do  not 
missibility  or  incompetence.  This  was  in  the  in  the  least  affect  any  case  of  •videnee  which 
case  of  Lord  Strafforde*s  trial ;  when  the  copy  your  managers  had  to  support.  The  paucity 
of  a  warrant  (the  same  not  having  any  attes-  and  inapplicability  of  instances  olt  this  kind, 
tation  to  authenticate  it  as  a  true  copy)  was,  convince  your  committee  tint  the  lords  hare 
on  deliberation,  not  admitted ;  and  your  cooh  ever  used  some  latitude  and  liberality  in  all  the 
mittee  thinks,  as  the  case  stood,  with  reason,  means  of  bringing  information  before  them — 
—But  eren  in  this  one  instance,  the  lords  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that,  as  the  lords 
seemed  to  show  a  marked  anxiety  not  to  nar-  are,  and  of  ri^t  cAight  to  be,  judges  of  law 
row  too  much  the  admbsibility  of  evidence,  and  fact,  many  cases  should  occur  (except 
fbr  they  confined  their  determination  **  to  this  those  where  a  personal  mva  voce  witness  is  de- 
individual  case,"  as  the  lord  steward  reported  nied  to  be  competent)  in  which  a  judge,  powcas 
their  resolution ;  and,  he  adds, "  they  ocmceive  iel^  an  entire  judicial  capacity,  can  determine 
this  to  be  no  impediment  or  failure  in  the  by  anticipation  what  is  good  evidence,  and 
proceeding,  because  the  truth  and  verity  of  it  what  not,  before  he  baa  heard  it.  When  he 
would  depend  on  the  first  general  power  given  has  heard  it,  of  course  he  will  judge  what 
to  execute  it,  which  they  who  manage  the  evi-  weight  it  is  to  have  upon  his  mind,  or  wh»* 
dence  for  the  Commons  say  they  could  prove.'*  ther  it  ought  not  entirely  to  be  struck  out  of 
—Neither  have  objections  to  evidence  ofiered  the  proceedings. 

by  the  prisoner  been  very  frequently  made,  nor  Tour  committee,  always  protesting,  as  be- 

oflen  allowed  when  made.    In  the  rame  case  fore,  against  the  admission  of  any  law,  foreign 

of  Lord  Strafforde,  two  books  produced  by  his  or  domestic,  as  of  authority  in  parliament,  fluv 

lordship,  without  proof  by  whom  they  were  ther  than  as  written  reason,  and  the  opinion 

written,  were  rejected  (and  on  a  clear  prin-  of  wise  and  informed  men,  has  examined  into 

ciple)  "  as  being  private  books,  and  no  re-  the  writers  on  the  civil  law,  antient  and  more 

ccMrds."   On  both  these  occasions,  the  questions  recent,  in  order  to  discover  what  those  rales  of 

were  determined  by  the  lords  alone,  without  evidence,  in  any  sort  applicable  to  criminal 

any  resort  to  the  opinions  of  the  judges.    In  cases,  were,  which  were  supposed  to  stand  in 

the  impeachments  of  Lord  Strafforde,  Dr.  Sa-  the  way  of  the  trial  of  offences  committed  in 

cheverell,  and  Lord  Wintoun,  no  objection  to  India. 

evidence  appears  in  the  lords'  journals  to  have  They  find,  that  the  term  evidence,  mdenlw, 

been  pressed,  and  not  above  one  taken,  which  fhmi  whence  ours  is  taken,  has  a  sense  difi^ 

was  on  the  part  of  the  managers.  ent  in   the  Roman  law,  from  what  it  is  ud- 

Several  objections  were  indeed  taken  to  derstood  to  bear  in  the  English  jurii^midenoe. 

evidence   in    the  Lord  Macclefield's    trial.  The  term  most  nearly  answering  to  it  in  the 

They  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  mana-  Roman,  beii^  probatiot  proof;  which,  like  the 

ger,  except  in    two  instances,    where    the  term  mridenMt   is  a  generic  terra,  including 

objections  were  made  by  the  witnesses  them-  every  thing  by  which  a  doubtful  matter  may  be 
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rendered  more  certain  to  the  judge  ;  or,  u  jMrson,  namely,  that  he  is  in  a  reputable  nto- 
6!M)ert  expresses  it,  every  matter  is  evidence  ation ;  or  for  cauaef  that  is  to  say,  that  the  tes- 
wfaidi  amounts  to  the  proof  of  the  point  in  timony  given  is  not  for  reward,  nor  &vour,  nor 
question.  for  miroity,  such  a  witness  is  admissible.*' 
On  the  general  head  of  evidence  or  proof.  This  first  description  goes  to  competenoe  ,*  be- 
jour  committee  finds,  that  much  has  been  writ*  tween  which  and  Gredit,  Lord  Hardwicke  justly 
ten  by  persons  learned  in  the  Roman  law,  par-  says  the  discrimination  is  very  nice :  the  other 
ticularly  in  modem  times ;  and  that  many  at-  part  of  the  text  shows  their  anxiety  to  reducs 
tempts  have  been  made  to  reduce  to  rules  the  credibility  itself  to  a  fixed  rule.  It  proceeds, 
principles  of  evidence  or  pnx^,  a  matter  which  tlierefore,  *'  His  sacred  majesty,  Hadrian,  is- 
by  its  very  native  seems  incapable  of  that  sued  a  rescript  to  Vivius  Varus,  lieutenant  of 
simplicity,  precision,  and  generality,  which  Gilicia,  to  this  effect.  That  he  who  sits  it 
are  necessary  to  supply  the  matter,  or  to  give  judgment  is  the  most  capable  of  determining 
the  form  to  a  rule  oi*  law.  Much  learning  has  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  witnesses.*'  The 
been  employed  on  the  doctrine  of  indications  words  of  the  letter  of  rescript  are  as  f(Ak»w 
and  presumptions,  in  their  books ;  far  more  **  You  ought  best  to  know  what  credit  is  to  b« 
than  is  to  be  found  in  our  law.  Very  subtle  givento  witnesses,— who,  and  of  what  dignity, 
disquisitions  were  made,  on  all  matters  of  ju-  and  of  vi^at  estimation  they  are,  whether  they 
rispnidenoe,  in  the  times  of  the  classical  civil  seem  to  deliver  their  evidence  with  simplicity 
hiw,  by  the  followers  of  the  Stoic  school.  In  and  candour — whether  they  seem  to  bring  a 
the  modem  school  of  the  same  law,  the  same  formed  and  premeditated  discourse— or  whe- 
eeurse  was  taken  by  Bartohis,  Baldus,  and  the  ther  on  the  spot  they  give  probable  matter  in 
civflians  who  followed  them,  before  the  com-  answer  to  the  questitms  that  are  put  to  them.'* 
plete  revival  <^  litm'ature.  All  the  discussions  And  there  remains  a  rescript  of  the  same 
to  be  found  in  those  voluminous  writings  fur-  prince  to  Valerius  Varus  on  die  bringing  out 
nish  andovri>tedly  an  useful  exercise  to  the  the  credit  of  witnesses.  This  appears  to  go 
mind,  by  methodizing  the  various  forms,  in  more  to  the  general  principles  of  evidence.  It 
which  one  set  of  facts,  or  collection  of  facts,  is  in  these  words:  <<  What  evidence,  and  m 
or  the  qualities  or  demeanour  of  persons,  re-  what  measure  or  degree,  shall  amount  to  proof  in 
eiprooany  influence  each  other ;  and,  by  this  each  case,  can  be  defined  in  no  manner  what- 
oourro  of  juridical  discipline,  they  add  to  the  soever  that  is  sufiiciently  certain.  For,  diough 
readiness  and  sagacity  of  those  who  are  called  not  always,  yet  frequently,  the  truth  of  the  lU*- 
to  plead  or  to  judge.  But  as  human  affairs  fair  may  appear  without  any  matter  of  public 
and  human  actions  are  not  of  a  metaphysical  record.  In  some  cases,  the  number  ^  the  wit- 
nature,  but  the  subject  is  concrete,  complex,  nesses,  in  others  their  dignity  and  authority, 
and  moral,  they  cannot  be  subjected  (without  is  to  be  weighed ;  in  others,  concurring  public 
exceptions  which  reduce  it  almost  to  nothing)  fame  tends  to  confirm  the  credit  of  the  evi- 
to  any  certain  ride.  Their  rules  with  regard  dence  in  question.  This  alone  I  am  able,  and 
to  competence  were  many  and  strict,  and  our  in  a  few  words,  to  give  you  as  my  detemrina- 
lawyers  have  mentioned  it  to  their  reproach,  tion,  that  you  ought  not  too  readily  to  bind 
<*  The  civilians  (it  has  been  observed)  differ  yourself  to  try  the  cause  upon  any  one  descrip* 
fai  nothing  more  than  admitting  evidence ;  for  tion  of  evidence ;  but  you  are  to  estimate  by 
tbey  reject  histriones,  &c.  and  whole  tribes  of  your  own  discretion  what  you  ought  to  credit, 
people."  But  this  extreme  rigour  as  to  com-  or  what  appears  to  you  not  to  be  established  by 
peteney,  rejected  by  our  law,  is  not  found  to  proof  suflicient. 

extend  to  the  gtma  of  evidence,  but  odly  to  a  "Hie  modem  writers  on  the  civil  law  have 

particular  species — ^personal  witnesses.    In-'  likewise  mudi  matter  on  this  subject,  and 

deed,  after  ail  their  efforts  to  fix  these  things  have  introduced  a  strictness,  with  regard  to 

by  positive  and  inflexible  maxims,  the  bMt  personal  testimony,  which  our  particular  juris- 

Bomaa  lawyers  in  their  best  ages  were  obliged  prudence  has  not  thought  it  at  all  proper  to 

to  confess,  tfiat  every  case  of  evidence  rather  adopt.    In  others  we  have  copied  them  more 

famed  its  own  rule,  than  that  any  rule  coukl  oloeely.    They  divide  evidence  into  two  parts, 

be  adopted  to  every  ease :  The  best  opinions,  in  which  they  do  not  diflfer  from  the  antients. 

however,  seem  to  have  reduced  the  adraissi-  1st.  What  is  evidence,  or  proof  by  itself? 

biHty  of  witnesses  to  a  few  heads.     "  For  if,"  2dly .  What  is  presumption,  <<  which  is  a  pro- 

eaidCalistratui^  in  a  passage  preserved  to  us  in  bable  ooqecture  firom  a  reference  to  something 

tfie  digest,  "  the  testimony  is  firee  from  suspi-  which,  coming  from  marks  and  tokens  ascer- 

cion,  either  on  aecount  of  the  quality  of  the  tained,  shall  be  taken  for  troth,  imtil  some 
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•iImt  ihaU  b«  tddncad?^  Again,  they  hare  Moer,  all  the  Tarioug  concurrent  proo6  AoM 
laboured  particularly  lo  fix  rulea  for  presump-  overpower  him,  like  a  storm  of  haiL"  This  ii 
tioos,  which  they  divide  into,  1.  Violent  and  held  particularly  true  in  cases  where  crimei 
necessary.  2.  Probable.  3,  and  lastly,  Slight  are  secret,  and  detection  difficult.  The  neces* 
•nd  rash.  But,  finding  that  this  head  of  pre-  sity  of  detecting  and  punishing  such  crimes 
■umpiive  evidence  (which  makes  so  large  a  superseded,  in  the  soundest  authors,  this  theo- 
part  with  them  and  with  us  in  the  trial  of  all  retic  aim  at  perfection,  and  obliged  technical 
causes,  and  particularly  criminal  causes)  is  science  to  submit  to  practical  expedience.  I* 
extremely  difficult  to  ascertain,  either  with  re  criminaUf  said  the  rigourists,  Probationes 
regard  to  what  shall  be  considered  as  exclu-  deberU  esse  eviderUet  el  luce  meridkma,  dariont; 
■ively  creating  any  of  these  three  degrees  of  and  so  undoubtedly  it  is  in  offisnces  which  ad- 
presumption,  or  what  facts,  and  how  proved, —  mit  such  proof.  But  reflection  taught  them, 
•nd  what  marks  and  tokens  may  serve  to  esta-  that  even  their  fiivourite  rules  of  incompetence 
blish  them,— even  those  civilians,  whose  cha-  must  give  way  to  the  exigencies  of  distributi?e 
racter  it  is  to  be  subtle  to  a  fault,  have  been  justice.  One  of  the  best  modem  writers  on  the 
obliged  to  abandon  the  task — and  have  fairly  imperial  criminal  law,  particularly  as  practised 
confessed,  that  the  labours  of  writers  to  fix  in  Saxony  (Carpzovius)  says,  *'  This  alone  I 
rules  for  these  matters  have  been  vain  and  think  it  proper  to  remaric,  that  even  incom- 
firuitless.  One  of  the  most  able  of  them  has  potent  witnesses  are  sometimes  admitted,  if 
laid,  *<  That  the  doctors  of  the  law  have  writp  otherwise  the  truth  cannot  be  got  at;  and 
ten  nothing  of  value  concerning  presumptions ;  tlus  particularly  in  facts  and  crimes  which  are 
nor  is  the  subject  matter  such  as  to  be  reduced  of  difficult  proof,*' — and  for  this  doctrine  he 
within  the  prescribed  limit  of  any  certain  cites  Farinacius,  Mascardus,  and  other  emi- 
rules.  In  truth,  it  is  from  the  actual  existing  nent  civilians  who  had  written  on  evidence- 
case,  and  from  the  circumstances  of  the  per-  He  proceeds  afterward*— <'  However,  this  ia  to 
•ens,  and  of  the  business,  that  we  ought  (under  be  taken  with  a  caution,  that  the  impossibility 
the  guidance  of  an  incorrupt  judgment  of  the  of  otherwise  discovering  the  truth  is  not  con- 
mind,  which  is  called  an  equitable  discretion)  strued  from  hence,  that  other  witnesses  were 
to  determine  what  presumptions  or  conjectural  not  actually  concerned,  but  that  firom  the  na- 
proofs  are  to  be  admitted  as  rational,  or  re-  ture  of  the  crime,  or  from  regard  had  to  the 
jected  as  false,  or  on  which  the  understanding  place  and  time,  other  witnesses  coukl  not 
can  pronounce  nothing,  either  the  one  way  or  be  present.*'  Many  other  passages  firom  the 
the  other.*'  same  authority,  and  firom  others  to  a  similar 
It  is  certain,  that  whatever  over  strictness  ^ect,  might  be  added :  We  shall  only  remark 
is  to  be  found  in  the  older  writers  on  this  hiw,  shortly,  that  Gaill,  a  writer  on  the  practice  of 
with  regard  to  evidence,  it  chiefly  related  to  that  law  the  most  firequently  cited  in  our  own 
the  mere  competency  of  witnesses ;  yet  even  courts,  gives  the  rule  more  in  the  form  of  a 
here  the  rigour  of  the  Roman  lawyers  relaxed  maxim  ;  *^  That  the  hiw  is  contented  with 
on  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Persons  who  such  proof  as  can  be  made,  if  the  subject  in  Ue 
kept  houses  of  ill  fame  were  widi  them  incom-  nature  is  difficult  of  proof."  And  the  same 
potent  witnesses ;  yet  among  the  maxims  of  writer,  in  another  passage,  refers  to  another 
that  law,  the  rule  is  well  known  of  '*  Testes  still  xaore  general  maxim  (uid  a  sound  maxim 
hqwupres  in  re  lupanari:*  it  is)  that  the  power  and  means  of  proof  ought 
In  ordinary  cases,  they  require  two  wit-  not  be  narrowed  but  enlarged,  that  the  truth 
nesses  to  prove  a  fact ;  and  therefore  they  heki,  may  not  be  concealed  :  Probatiomum  faaiitas 
"  that  if  there  be  but  one  witness,  and  no  pro-  non  angusUtri,  sed  cof^pkun  (Mectf,  ne  writas 
bable  grounds  of  presumption  of  some  kind  oocuUetwr, 

{nuUa  argumentd\  that  one  witness  is  by  no  On  the  whole,  your  committee  can  find  no- 
means  to  be  heara ;"  and  it  is  not  inelegantly  thing  in  the  writings  of  the  learned  in  this  law 
■aid  in  that  case,  JVon  jus  d^/idtf  sedprobaUo,  any  more  than  thoy  could  discover  any  thing 
"  the  &ilure  is  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  proof."  in  the  law  of  parliament,  to  support  any  one  of 
But  if  other  grounds  of  presumption  appear,  the  detemunatioos  given  by  the  judges,  and 
<»e  witness  is  to  be  heard ;  '<  for  it  is  not  ne-  adopted  by  the  lords,  against  the  evidence 
oessary  that  one  crime  should  be  established  which  your  committee  offered,  whether  direct 
by  one  sort  of  proof  only,  as  by  witnesses,  or  and  positive,  or  merely  (as  for  the  greater  part 
by  documents,  or  by  presumptions;  all  the  it  was)  circumstantial,  and  produced  as  a 
modes  of  evidence  may  be  so  conjoined,  that  ground  to  form  legitunate  presumptMO  agaiut 
wimra  none  of  them  akme  would  affect  the  pri-  the  defendant :  nor,  if  they  wen  to  w<"i>  < which 
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fliey  do  not)  this  cml  law  to  be  of  authority  maxim,  every  presumptioo  of  law  ereatiooi 

in  furnishing  any  rule  in  an  impeachment  of  and  ev«ry  fiction  of  law,  with  a  punctilious  ex* 

the  Commons,  more  than  as  it  may  occasionally  actness ;  and  this  seems  to  hare  been  the  course 

furnish  a  principle  of  reason  on  a  new  or  un-  which  laws  have  taken  in  every  nation.'''    It 

determined  point,  do  they  find  any  rule,  or  any  was  probably  from  this  rigour,  and  finm  a  sense 

principle,  derived  from  that  law,  which  could  of  its  pressure,  that,  at  an  early  period  of  our 

or  ought  to  have  made  us  keep  back  the  evi«  law,  far  more  causes  of  criminal  jurisdiction 

dence  which  we  ofiered.    On  the  contrary,  we  were  carried  into  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the 

rather  think  those  rules  and  principles  to  be  council  board,  where  laymen  were  judges,  than 

in  agreement  with  our  conduct.  can  or  ought  to  bo  at  present. 

As  to  the  canon  law,  your  committee,  finding  As  the  business  of  courts  of  equity  became 
it  to  have  adopted  the  civil  law  with  no  very  more  enlarged,  and  more  methodical ;  as  ma- 
essential  variaticHi,  does  not  feel  it  necessary  to  gistrates,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  presided  in 
make  any  particular  statement  on  that  subject,  the  court  of  chancery,  who  were  not  bred  to  the 

Your  committee  then  came  to  examine  into  common  law ;  as  commerce,  with  its  advantages 
the  authorities  in  the  English  law,  both  as  it  uid  its  necessities,  opened  a  communication 
has  prevailed  for  many  years  back,  and  as  it  more  largely  with  other  countries ;  as  the  law 
has  been  recently  received  in  our  courts  below,  (^nature  and  nations  (always  a  part  of  the  law 
They  found  on  the  whole  the  rules  rather  less  of  England)  came  to  be  cultivated ;  as  an  in- 
strict,  more  liberal,  and  less  loaded  with  posi-  creasing  empire ;  as  new  views  and  new  oom* 
tive  Umitati(ms,  than  in  the  Roman  law.  The  binations  of  things  were  opened,  this  antique 
origin  of  this  latitude  may  perhaps  be  sought  rigour  and  overdone  severity  gave  way  to  the 
in  this  circumstance,  which  we  Imow  to  have  accommodation  of  human  concerns,  for  whidi 
relaxed  the  rigour  of  the  Roman  law— HX>urts  rules  were  made,  and  not  human  concerns 
in  England  do  not  judge,  upon  evidence,  se-  made  to  bend  to  them. 
cundum  aUegata  etprolHitaj  as  in  other  coun-  At  length,  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  a  case  th« 
tries  and  under  other  laws  they  do,  but  upon  mostsolenmly  argued  of  any  within  the  memory 
verdict.  By  a  fiction  of  law,  they  consider  ofman,  with  the  aid  of  the  greatest  learning  at 
the  jury  as  supplying  in  some  sense  the  place  the  bar,  and  with  the  aid  of  all  the  learning  on 
of  testimony.  One  witness  (and  for  that  rea-  the  bench,  both  bench  and  bar  being  then  sup- 
son)  is  allowed  sufficient  to  ccmvict,  in  cases  of  pUed  with  men  of  the  first  form,  declared  firom 
%lony,  which  in  other  laws  is  not  permitted,  the  bench,  and  in  concurrence  with  the  rest 

In  antient  times  it  has  happened  to  the  law  of  the  judges,  and  with  the  most  learned  of  the 
of  England  (as  in  pleading,  so  in  matter  of  evi-  long  robe,  the  able  council  on  the  side  of  the  oki 
dence,)  that  a  rigid  strictness  in  the  applica-  restrictive  principles,  making  no  redamation 
lion  of  technical  rules,  has  been  more  observed  —*'  That  the  judges  and  sages  of  the  law  have 
than  at  present  it  is.  In  the  more  early  ages,  l&id  it  down,  that  there  is  but  ONE  general 
as  the  minds  of  the  judges  were  in  general  less  rule  of  evidence-— the  best  that  the  nature  of 
conversant  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  as  the  the  case  will  admit/'  This,  then,  the  master 
sphere  of  their  jurisdiction  was  less  extensive,  rule,  that  governs  all  the  subordinate  rules, 
and  as  the  matters  which  came  before  them  does  in  reality  subject  itself  and  its  own  virtue 
were  of  less  variety  and  complexity,  the  rule  &nd  authority  to  the  nature  of  the  case  ;  and 
being  in  general  right,  not  so  much  inconveni-  leaves  no  rule  at  all  of  an  independent,  abstract, 
ence  on  the  whole  was  found  from  a  literal  ad-  a-nd  substantive  quality.  Sir  Dudley  Ryder 
herence  to  it,  as  might  have  arisen  from  an  (then  attorney-general,  afterwards  chief  jus- 
endeavour  towards  a  liberal  and  equitable  tice)  in  his  learned  argument  observed— '*  It 
departure,  for  which  further  experience,  and  is  extremely  proper,  that  there  shouki  be  som» 
a  more  continued  cultivation  of  equity  as  a  general  rules  in  relation  to  evidence ;  but  if 
science,  had  not  then  so  fully  prepared  them,  exceptions  are  not  allowed  to  them,  it  would 
In  those  times,  that  judicial  policy  was  not  to  he  better  to  demolish  all  the  general  rules*— 
be  condemned.  We  find  too^  that,  probably  from  There  is  no  general  rule  without  exception  that 
the  same  cause,  most  of  their  doctrine  leaned  *  »  .1  •  ,  j  ..  ,j  ,„ 
toward,  the  restriction,  and  the  ,.d  lawyer,  etU.r&^"ffi,t?„t^'A2Si»rqSi^ 
l>emg  bred,  accordmg  to  the  then  philosophy  in  verborum  superstkione  fundata,  caquc  Clce- 
of  the  schools,  in  habits  of  great  subtlety  and  ronls  eetatem  fere  attigit,  mansitque  annos  cird- 
refinement  of  distinction,  and  having  once  taken  !S5  *^-  <i«»  hanc  excepit,  viguitoue  annos  fere 
tk.*  k«»f  — «  — — ♦  -L.*  \5  'J  79,  supenorilonge  humanior  ;  quippe  qua  ma- 
tt^ bent,  very  great  acuteness  of  mmd  was  g|^  u^utate  commuoi,  quam  pbtestat?  verbo* 

ovpUyed  m  maintaining  every  rale,  every  rum,  negotia  moderaretur.    Or avina,  ji.  86» 
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wm  bww  of,  but  thw,  that  the  best  evidence  Urgement  tbroogh  two  stages  of  proof,  botfacf 

^lall  be  admitted,  wbidi  the  nature  of  the  GMe  them  contrary  to  the  rule  of  law,  wad  bodi 

will  afford.    I  wiUibow,  Uiat  ndee,  as  general  abhorrent  from  its  principles,  are  by  this  great 

ms  thk,  are  broke  in  upon,  fur  the  sake  of  al-  judge  accumulated  upon  one  another,  and  are 

lovring  evidence.    There  is  no  rule  that  seems  admitted  from  neceuify,  to  accc»mnodate  ho- 

nore  binding,  than  that  a  man  shall  not  be  man  affairs,  and  to  prevent  that,  which  courts 

admitted  an  evidence  in  his  own  case,  and  yet  are  by  every  possible  means  instituted  to  pre- 

the  statute  of  Hue  and  Cry  is  an  exception,  vent— A  FAILURE  OF  'JUSTICK  And 

A  man's  books  are  allowed  to  be  evidence,  or,  this  necessity  is  not  confined  within  the  strict 

which  is  in  substance  the  same,  his  servant's  limits  of  physical  caujses,  but  is  nnore  lax,  and 

books,  because  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  takes  in  m«ralf  and  even  preaumed  and  argu- 

it;  as  in  the  case  of  a  brewer's  servants.-—  mentaftve necessity, a  neceasity  which  is  in  &ct 

Aaother  general  rule,  that  a  wife  cannot  be  nothing  moie  than  a  great  degree  of  ezpedi- 

vritoess  against  her  husband,  has  been  broke  ency.    The  law  creates  a  fictitious  necessity 

in  upon  in  cases  of  treason  :  That  the  last  against  the  rules  of  evidence   in  &vour  of  the 

words  of  a  dying  man  are  given  in  evidence,  in  obnveaieoce  of  trade :     An  exception,  which 

the  ease  of  murder,  is  also  an  exception  to  the  on  a  similar  principle  had  before  been  adout- 

general  rule,  that  a  man  noay  not  be  examined  ted  in  the  civil  law,  as  to  mercantile  causes, 

without  oath."    Such  are  the  docurines  of  this  in  which  the  books  of  the  party  were  receiv- 

great  lawyer.  ed  to  give  full  effect  to  an  insufficient  degree  of 

Chief  justice  WiUes  concurs  with  Lord  proof,  called  in  the  nicety  <^  their  distinctioas 

Hardwicke  as  to  dispensing  with  strict  rules  a  aemipUnaprobatio, 

of  evidence.    "  Such  evidence,"  he  says,  "  is        But  to  proceed  with  Lord  Hardwicke ; — he 

to  be  admitted  as  the  neeestUif  of  the  case  will  observes,  that  "  a  tradesman  *s  books  (that  is, 

allow  of ;    as,  for  instance,  a  marriage  at  the  acts  of  the  party  interested,  himself)  are 

Utrecht,  certified  under  the  seal  of  the  mmis-  admitted  as  evidence,   not  through   abubUe 

ler  there,  and  of  the  said  town,  and  that  they  nscessify,  but  by  reason  of  a  presumptioH  of 

cohabited  together  as  man  and  wife,  was  held  necessity  n^erred  only  fit>m    the    nature  of 

to  be  sufficient  pnraf  that  they  were  married."  commerce.    No  rule,"  c<Hitinued  "Lord  Hard- 

This  learned  judge  (eommenting  upon  Lord  wicke,  "  can  be  more  settled,  than  that  testi- 

Coke's  doctrine,  and  Sergeant  Hawkins's  after  mony  is  not  to  be  received  but  upon  oath ;  but 

him,  that  the  oaths  of  Jews  and  Pagans  were  he  lays  it  down,  that  an  oath  itself  may  be  dis- 

not  to  be   taken)   says,   "  That  thu  notion,  pensed  with.    "  There  is  another  instance," 

though  advanced  by  so  great  a  man,  is  con-  says  he,  "  where  the  lawful  oath  may  be  dia* 

trary  to  religion,  common  sense,  and  common  pensed  with,  namely,  whm^  our  courts  admit 

humanity,  and  1  think  the  devils,  to  whom  he  evidence  for  the  crown  without  oath." 
has  delivered  them,  could  not  have  suggested        In  the  same  discussion,  the  chief  baron 

any  thing  worse."    The  chief  justice,  admit-  (Parker)  cited  cases,  in  Yfhich  all  the  rules  of 

tiag  Lord  Coke  to  be  a  great  lawy^",  then  evidence  had  given  way.    "  There  is  not  a 

proceeds  in  very  strong  terms,  and  with  marks  more  general  rule,"  says  he,  <<  than  that  hear- 

of  contempt,  to  condemn  **  his  narrow  no-  say  cannot  be  admitted,  nor  husband  and  wife 

tions ;"  and  he  treats  with  as  litde  respect  or  as  witnesses  against  each  other ;  and  yet  it  is 

decorum  the  antient  authorities  referred  to  in  notorious  that  from  necessity  they  have  hew 

defence  of  such  notions.  allowed,  not  an  absolute  necessity,  but  a  moral 

The  principle  of  the  departure  fix>m  those  one." 
rules  is  clearly  fixed  by  Lord  Hardwicke :  he        It  is  further  remarkable,  in  this  judicial  ar- 

lays  it  down  as  follows:  '<  The  first  ground  gument,  that  exceptions  are  allowed  not  only 

judges  have  gone  upon  in  departing  firom  strict  to  rules  of  evidence,  but  that  the  rules  of  evi- 

raies,  is  absolute  strict  necessity.    Sdly.  A  dence  themselves  are  not  altogether  the  same, 

prtmimed  necessity."    Of  the  first  he  gives  where  the  subject  matter  varies.    The  jw^ei 

these  instances ;  '<  In  the  case  of  writings  have,  to  facilitate  justice,  and  to  &vour  ooo^ 

subscribed  by  witnesses,  if  all  are  dead,  the  merce,  even  adopted  the  rules  of  foreign  laws, 

proof  of  (Hie  of  their  hands  is  sufiicient  to  es-  They  have  taken  for  granted,  and  would  not 

tabliflh  the  deed.    Where  an  original  is  lost,  suffer  to  be  questioned,  the  regularity  and  ji»- 

a  ewpy  may  be  admitted ;  if  no  copy,  then  a  tice  of  the  proceedings  of  foreign  courts,  and 

proof  by  witnesses  who  have  heard  the  deed ;  they  have   admitted  them  as  evidmoe,  not 

and  yet  it  is  a  thing  the  law  abhors,  to  admit  only  of  the  fact  of  the  decision,  but  of  the  right 

the  MetBoiy  of  man  for  evidence.'*     This  en-  as  to  its  legality:  where  thera  are  fbreigo  yti^ 
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ties  interested,  and  in  "  commercial  matters,  admitted  to  be  witness  of  die  robbery,  M  a 
the  rules  of  evidence  are  not  quite  the  same  moral  or  presumed  necessity  ia  sufficient." 
as  in  other  instances  in  courts  of  justice.   The  The  same  learned  magistrate,  pursuing  his 
case  qf  Hue  and  Cry,  Brownlow,47,  a  feme  argument  in  favour  of  liberality,  in  opening  and 
covert  is  not  a  lawful  witness  against  her  hus-  enlarging  the  avenues  to  justice,  does  not  ad- 
band,  except  in  cases  of  treason,  but  has  been  mit  "  that  the  authority  of  one  or  two  cases  is 
admitted  in  civil  cases.*     The  testimony  of  a  valid  against  reason,  equity,  and  convenience, 
public  notary  is  evidence  by  the  law  of  France;  the   rital  principles  of  the  law."     He  cites 
contracts  are   made  before  a  public  notary,  Wells  versus  Williams,  1  Rsymond  28S,  to 
and  no  other  witness  necessary.      I  should  show  that  the  necessity  of  trade  has  mollified 
think  it  would  be  no  doubt  at  all,  if  it  came  in  the  too  rigorous  rules  of  the  (M  law,  in  their 
question  here,  whether  this  would  be  a  valid  restraint  and  discouragement  of  aliens.    ''  A 
contract ;  but  a  testimony  from  persons  of  that  Jew  may  sue  at  this  day,  but  harelofare  heondd 
credit  and  reputation   would  be  received  as  noty  for  then  they  were  looked  upon  as  ene- 
a   very  good  proof  in   foreign  transactions,  mies,  but  now  commerce  has  taught  the  world 
and  would  authenticate  the  contract."— Chro.  more  humanity  ;  and  therefore  held  that  an 
Chal.  365.  alien  enemy,  commorant  here  by  the  license 
These  cases  show,  that  courts  always  go-  of  the  king,  and  under  his  protection,   may 
vem  themselves  by  these  rules  in  cases  of  fo-  maintain  a  debt  upon  a  bond,  though  he  did 
reign  transactions.     To  this  principle  Lord  not  come  with  safe  conduct."    So  far  Parkeri 
Hardwicke  accords ;  and  enlarging  the  rule  concurring  with  Raymond.    He  proceeds,  '<  It 
of  evidence  by  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  vvas  objected  by  the  defendant's  counsel  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  case,  he  lays  it  down—*  this  is  a  novelty,  and  that  what  never  has  been 
*^  that  it  is  a  common  and  natxaral  presump-  done  ought  not  to  be  done."    The  answer  is, 
tion,  that  persons  of  the  Gentoo  religion  should  "  The  law  of  England  is  not  confined  to  par- 
be  principally  apprized  of  facts  and  transac*  ticular  cases:  but  is  much  more  governed  by 
tions  in  their  own  country.     As  the  English  reason  than  by  any  one  case  whatever.    The 
have  only  a  factory  in  this  country,  for  it  is  in  true  rule  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Yaughan,  fd. 
the  empire  of  the  great  Mogul,  if  we  should  37,  38,  where  the  law,  saith  be,  is  known  end 
admit  this  evidence  [Gentoo  evidence  on  a  cUoTf  the  judges  must  determine  as  the  law  is, 
Gentoo  oath]  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  ge-  without  regard  to  the  inequitableness  or  in- 
nius  of  the  law  of  England."    For   this   he  conveniency.     These  defects,  if  they  happen 
cites    the  proceedings  of  our  court  of  adrai-  in  the  law,  can  only  be  remedied  by  parlia- 
ralty,  and  adopts  the  opinion  of  the  author  who  meut— l>ut  where  the  law  is  doubtful  and  not 
states  the  precedent — "  That  this   court  will  clear,  the  judges  ought  to  interpret  the  law  to 
give  credit  to  the  sentence  of  the  court  of  ad-  be  as  is  most  consonant  to  equity,  and  what 
miralty  in  France,  and  take  it  to  be  according  is  least  inconvenient." 
to  right,  and  will  not  examine  their  proceed-  These   principles  of  equity,  convenience, 
ings ;  for  it  would  be  found  very  inconvenient  and  natural  reason,  lord  chief  justice  Lee 
if  one  kingdom  should,  by  peculiar  laws,  cor-  considered  in  the  same  ruling  light,  not  only 
rect  the  judgments  and  proceedings  of  another  as  guides  in  matter  of  interpretation  concern- 
kingdom."    Such  is  the  genius  of  the  law  of  ing  law  in  general,  but,  in  particular,  as  con- 
England,  that  these  two  principles  of  the  ge-  troullers  of  the  whole  law  of  evidence,  which 
neral  moral  necessities  of  things,  and  the  na-  being  artificial,  and  made  for  convenience,  is  to 
ture  of  the  case,  overrule  every  other  princi-  be  governed  by  that  convenience  for  which  it  is 
pic,   even  those  rules  which  seem  the  very  made,  and  is  to  be  wholly  subservimt  to  the 
strongest.    Chief  baron  Parker,  in  answer  to  stable  principles  of  substantial  justice.    "  I  do 
an  objection  made  against  the  infidel  deponent,  apprehend,"  said  that  chief  justice,  **  that  the 
*'  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have  shown  that  rules  of  evidence  are  to  be  considered  as  ar- 
he  could  not  have  the  evidence  of  Christians,"  tificial  rules,  framed  by  men  for  convenience 
says,  "  that,  repugnant  to  natural  justice,  in  in  courts  of  justice.    This  is  a  case  that  ou^t 
the  statute  of  Hue  and  Cry,  the  robbed   is  to  be  looked  upon  in  that  light ;  and  I  take  it, 

that  considering  evidence  in  this  way    [viz. 

♦  N.  B.  Ill  some  criminal  cases  also,  though  according  to  natural  justice]  is  agreeable  to 

not  of  treason,  husband  is  admitted  to  prove  an  the  genius  of  the  law  of  England." 

assault  upon  his  wife,  f  jr  the  King,  ruled  by  The  sentiments  of  Murray,  then  solicitor* 

Raymond,  chief  justice,  Trln.  1 1th  Geo.  King  i      a         -j     t i  iur>...A-i.i    .««  «^ 

verJus  Azire.  And  for  vwlous  other  exceptions^  S^^'^^i  afterwards  Lord  Mansfield,  are  of 

see  Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  335,  287.  n«  small  weight  m  themselves,  and  they  trd 
Vol.  UL— 33 
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fo  to  tikt  puwif  mtttanuam  of  the     aMtter   to  «^kk  k  is  apyhrd.      TVre  ■  a 
hir.  bj  — liit  ri  Iftmii'T  trrrf  p^  — r*-     yeat<fe«iqf  difcrtnee  beiwcea  kmgtb  of  ' 


of  joBUoe,  aad  the  acfoftl  eo*-     ikacopcntesMahvtoacUiBi.  andtlMtvfaick 

of  the  wnM:  not   reabiciMf  ike  wA-     m  and  <a<T  kv  vmj  of  rrideaee.    For  ip- 

■itely  divcfsified  occtwom  of  bkb,  Md  die     «aace,  kn^  of  uk,  BKrdj  as  it  aCxts  eri- 


nleo  of  aatural  joouoe,  within  artifictai  dr-     dcace.  anj  be  W6  to  the  coasidrfaiioa  of  the 
but  ooofonMOf  o«r  jorapot-     janr,  aad    the  endcace  iceV  credited  or  aoc, 


deoce  to  the  gmwtk  of  our  cruwi'io  aad  of     arrorifcag  to  ihe  iafereaee  diat  naj  be  <^«ii, 
oar  eoifMre.      Tbie  eniargetaeot  of  our  C90-     ooe  waj  or  the  other,  froaa  the  cironasiaaces 


be  appears,  ia  the  year  1744,  alatoat  of  the  case.**    la  all  cases  of  erklciice,  Lord 

to  have  fbreseca,  aad  be  lived  u>  behold  it.  Maoefiekfs  laasia  was  to  lean  to  adnissibi- 

**  The    argumcaU   on  the  other  tide,"  said  litj,  leaTiaf  the  objcctioaa,  which  were  made 

Ihat  great  light  of  the  law,  (that  is,  arguaents  to  cooipeceacy,  to  go  to   credit,  and    to  be 

■gainst  adaiiltiog   the  lestimonj  in  question  weighed  ia  the  minds  of  the  jonr,  afier  ibej 

from  the  Doreltj  of  lh«  case)  **  prove  nothing,  had  beard  iu     In  objections  to  wills,  and  to 


l>ocs  it  follow  from  thence,  thai  no  witnesses     the  testimoov  of  witnesses  to  them,  he  thooght 
can  be  examined  in  a  case  that  never  specially     *'  it  c'ear  that  the  Judges  ought  to  lean  against 


•listed  before  ?  or  that  an  aciioo  cannot  be  objections  raised  oa  the  grouad  of  infcnaal* 

brought  in  a  case  that  never  happened  beiore  ?  itj.** 

Reason  (being  stated  to  be  the  irst  groood  Lord  Hardwicke  had  belbre  dedared,  with 

of  all  laws,  by  the  author  of  the  book  caiied  great  truth,  '*  That  the  boundaries  of  what 


Doctor  and  Stodent)  most  determine  the  case,  goes  to  the  credit,  and  what  to  the  competency, 

Tbereibre,  the  only  question  is,  whether  upon  are  very  nice,  and  that  the  latter  may  be  carrt- 

principles  of  reason,  justice,  and  convenience,  ed  too  for  ;**  and  in  the  same  case  he  said, 

this  witness  be  admissible  ?*'  **  Cases  in  law  "  that  unless  the  objection  appeared  to  him  to 

depend  upon  the  ooeasioiu  which  gave  rise  to  carry  a  strong  danger  of  perjury,  and  some 

them.    All  occasions  do  not  arise  at  once :  apparent  advantage  that  might  accrue  to  the 

Now  a  particular  species  of  Indians  appears;  witness,  he  was  alwajrs  indined  to  let  it  go  to 

hereafter  another  species  of  Indians  may  arise,  his  credit,  only  ia  order  to  let  in  a  proper  light 

A  statute  can  seldom  take  in  all  cases.  There-  to  the  case,  which  would  otherwise  be  shut  out ; 

(ore  the  common  law,  that  works  itself  pure  by  and  in  a  doubtful  case,  he  said,  it  was  generally 

miss  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  justice,  is  for  his  custom  to  admit  the  evidence,  and  give 

this  reason  superiour  to  an  act  of  parliament.''  such  directions  to  the  jury  as  the  nature  of  the 

From  the  period  of  this  great  judgment  to  case  might  require.'* 
the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Enquire,  the  It  is  a  known  rule  of  evidence,  that  an  inte- 
law  has  gone  on  continually  working  itself  rest  in  the  matter  to  be  supported  by  testimony, 
pure  (to  use  Lord  Mansfield's  expression)  by  disqualifies  a  witness;  yet  Lord  Mansfield 
rules  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  justice.  "  Ge-  held,  "  That  nice  objections  to  a  remote  inie- 
neral  rules,"  said  the  same  person,  when  he  rest,  whkh  could  not  be  released,  though  tbey 
sat  upon  the  bench,  *'  are  wisely  established  held  in  other  cases,  were  not  allowed  to  dis- 
fbr  attaining  justice  with  ease,  certainty,  and  qualify  a  witness  to  a  will,  (as  in  the  case  of 
despatch.  But  the  great  end  of  them  being  parishioners  having  a  devise  to  the  use  of  the 
to  dojtiMtieet  the  court  will  see  that  it  be  realty  poor  of  the  parish  for  ever.)"  He  went  still 
obtained.  The  courts  have  been  more  liberal  further,  and  his  doctrine  tends  so  fully  to  settle 
of  late  years  in  their  determinations,  and  have  the  principle  of  departure  from,  or  adherence 
more  endeavoured  to  attend  to  the  real  justice  to,  rules  of  evidence,  that  your  committee  in- 
of  the  case  than  formerly."  On  another  oc-  sorts  part  of  the  argument  at  large.  **  The 
casion,  of  a  proposition  for  setting  asido  a  ver-  disability  of  a  witness  from  interest  is  very  diA 
diet,  he  said,  "  This  seems  to  be  the  true  ferent  from  a  positive  incapacity.  If  a  dee^I 
way  to  come  at  justice,  and  what  we  therefore  must  be  acknowledged  before  a  judge  or  notary 
ought  to  do;  for  the  true  text  is  boni  jtidias  public,  every  other  person  is  under  a  positive 
etl  ampUan  juatitiamy  not  jurwUdionemj  as  incapacity  to  authenticate  it ;  but  objections  of 
has  been  oflen  cited."  In  conformity  to  this  interest  are  deductions  from  natural  reason, 
principle,  the  supposed  rules  of  evidence  have,  and  proceed  upon  a  presumption  of  too  great  a 
in  late  times  and  judgments,  instead  of  being  bias  in  the  mind  of  the  witness,  and  the  pub- 
drawn  to  a  greater  degree  of  strictness,  been  lie  utility  of  rejecting  partial  testimony.  Pre- 
greatty  relaxed.  sumptions  stand  no  kwger  than  till  the  oootcary 
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is  proved.  The  presumption  of  bias  ma^  be  punishment  of  their  crimes,  would  have  en* 
taken  oflT  by  showing  that  the  witness  has  a  joyed  the  reward  of  their  perjury, 
great  or  a  greater  interest  the  other  way,  or  Lord  Mansfield,  it  seems,  had  been  misled, 
that  he  has  given  it  up.  The  presumption  of  in  a  certain  case,  with  regard  to  precedents, 
public  utility  may  be  answered,  by  showing  His  opinion  was  against  the  reason  and  equi^ 
that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient,  under  the  of  the  supposed  practice,  but  he  supposed 
particular  circumstances,  not  to  receive  such  himself  not  at  liberty  to  gire  way  to  his  own 
testimony.  Therefore,  from  the  course  of  wishes  and  opinions.  On  discovering  his 
business,  necessity,  and  other  reasons  of  ex*  errour,  he  considered  himself  as  freed  from  an 
pedience,  numberleaa  exceptions  are  allowed  to  intolerable  burthen,  and  hastened  to  undo  bis 
the  ^e/i«ra2  rule.''  former  determination.  *'  There  are  no  prece- 
These  being  the  principles  of  later  juris-  dents,"  said  he,  with  some  exultation,  "which 
prudence,  the  Judges  have  suffered  no  positive  stand  in  the  way  of  our  determining  liberally, 
rule  of  evidence  ^o  counteract  those  principles,  equitably,  and  according  to  the  true  intention 
They  have  even  suffered  subscribing  witnesses  of  the  parties,"  In  the  same  case,  his.leam- 
to  a  will,  which  recites  the  soundness  of  mind  ed  assessour.  Justice  Wilmot,  felt  the  sama 
in  the  testator,  to  be  examined  to  prove  his  sentiments.  His  expressions  are  remarkable : 
insanity,  even  when  the  court  received  evi-  "  Courts  of  law  ought  to  concur  with  courts  of 
dence  to  overturn  that  testimony,  and  to  destroy  equity,  in  the  execution  of  those  powers  which 
the  credit  of  those  witnesses.  Five  witnesses  are  very  convenient  to  be  inserted  in  settle- 
had  attested  a  will  and  codicil.  They  were  ad-  ments  ;  and  they  ought  not  to  listen  to  nic« 
roitted  to  annul  the  will  which  they  had  them-  distinctions,  that  savour  (^the  schools,  but  to 
selves  attested.  Objections  were  taken  to  the  be  guided  by  true  good  sense  and  manly  reai- 
competency  of  one  of  the  witnesses  in  support  son.  After  the  statute  of  Uses,  it  is  much  to 
of  the  will  against  the  testimony  of  its  subscrib-  be  lamented,  that  the  courts  of  common  law 
ing  witnesses.  1st,  That  the  witness  was  an  had  not  adopted  all  the  rules  and  maxims  <^ 
executor  in  trust,  and  so  liaUe  to  actions^.  2dly,  the  courts  of  equity.  This  would  have  pre- 
As  having  acted  under  the  trust;  whereby,  if  vented  the  absurdity  of  receiving  costs  in  one 
the  will  were  set  aside,  he  would  be  liable  to  court,  and  paying  them  in  another.'* 
answer  for  damages  incurred  by  the  sale  of  the  Your  committee  does  not  produce  the  doc- 
deceased's  chambers  to  a  Mr.  Frederick.  Mr.  trine  of  this  particular  case,  as  directly  ap- 
Frederick  offered  to  submit  to  a  rule  to  release,  plicable  to  their  charge,  no  more  than  several 
for  the  sake  of  public  justice.  Those  who  of  the  others  here  cited.  We  do  not  know  on 
maintained  the  objection  cited  Sidersin,  a  re-  what  precedents  or  principles  the  evidence 
porter  of  much  authority,  51, 115,  and  Isl  Keble  proposed  by  us  has  been  deemed  inadmissible 
134.  Lord  Mansfield,  chief  justice,  did  not  by  the  judges ;  therefore  against  the  grounds  of 
controvert  those  authorities ;  but  in  the  course  this  rejection,  we  find  it  difficult  directly  to 
of  obtaining  substantial  justice,  he  treated  both  oppose  any  thing.  These  precedents  and  these 
of  them  with  equal  contempt,  tliough  determin-  doctrines  are  brought  to  show  the  general 
ed  byjudges  of  high  reputation.  His  words  are  temper  of  the  courts,  their  growing  liberality, 
remarkable :  "  We  do  not  now  sit  here  to  take  and  the  general  tendency  of  all  their  reason- 
our  rules  of  evidence  from  Sidersin  and  Ke-  ings  and  all  their  determinations  to  set  aside 
ble."  He  overruled  the  objection  upon  more  all  such  technical  subtleties,  or  ibrroal  rules, 
recent  authorities,  which,  though  not  in  simi-  which  might  stand  in  the  way  of  the  discovery  of 
lar  circumstances,  he  considered  as  within  the  truth,  and  the  attainment  of  justice.  The  cases 
reason.  The  court  did  not  think  it  necessary  are  adduced  for  the  principles  they  contain* 
that  the  witness  should  release,  as  he  had  offer-  The  period  of  the  cases  and  arguments  we 
cd  to  do.  *<  It  appeared  on  this  trial  (says  have  cited,  was  that  in  which  large  and  libe- 
Justice  Blackstone)  that  a  black  conspiracy  ral  principles  of  evidence  were  more  declared, 
was  formed  to  set  aside  the  gentleman's  will,  and  more  regularly  brought  into  system.  Bat 
without  any  foundation  whatever."  A  pro-  they  bad  been  gradually  improving ;  and  there 
secution  against  three  of  the  testamentary  are  few  principles  of  the  later  decisions  which 
witnesses  was  recommended,  who  were  after-  are  not  to  be  found  in  determinations  on  cases 
wards  convicted  of  perjury.  Had  strict  formal-  prior  to  the  time  we  refer  to.  Not  to  overdo 
ities,  with  regard  to  evidence,  been  adhered  to  this  matter,  and  yet  to  bring  it  with  some 
in  any  part  of  this  proceeding,  that  very  black  degree  of  clearness  before  the  House,  your 
ccmspiracy  would  have  succeeded  ;  and  those  committee  will  refer  but  to  a  fbw  authorities, 
black  conspirators,  instead  of  receiving  the  and  those  which  seem  most  immediately  to 
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Iter  Wtrftea  1/  tut  Fi»^« — A  wxmmmL.  ^na. 
b*  UiC  p****  ft  vuttC  VI.  vt  ft  Vttt  )nM«e!f  iruoft 
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«#  UM  i«LMU««  4/  Hue  SMi  Crir.  u^e  ! 


tbt  v^iiutt  rrucK  ^Claires   Hie 
S".aL  Hit  ftHCxrv  or  vnanrai-  nuis  fif  i 


ibdMMfuer,  wMr«  «•«  w-fao  bad  U»*  fv«jud>- 
c»4  If7  Obxe  trill  «••  a^teitui^  aa  ciidcmrue  to 
■rov«  tf  (xc«i,*  Ho  M  dbe  catc  «if  Kshg 
HarrM  «Wr  m  fesMr  oMrcn  ««•  wAmkito  as 
ft  witflrMi  (if  /rmmimUmt^  drvim^  htr  m, 
whttn  fAtCf  Ut  ^n*  a  warraat  id  atkurmtj  far 
€UHhmibii  ft  ft/ipmiaA  *m  as  ualawiu)  ooan- 
dmntMm,  wk^relMr  es«eiiikfa  «as  soerf  out 
■fii—i  liwr  \mM\mui ;  a*d  H//ltt  diief  jorice, 
hrid,  tlaai  a  ftwe  er/vert  eoukl  int,  by  law,  be 
ft  witftewi  i«  oMMriet  one  oa  aa  iadanBaXioa ; 
yet,  in  i>^<l  Alley's  ca««,  it  being  a  rape 
on  her  pefKffl,  ahe  wa»  received  to  gire  eri* 
4c«Ke  afatfwt  bim,  and  the  com!  CMKorred 
wiUt  U'un,  becatjwe  it  waa  tbe  beat  erideoe* 
Ibe  native  of  the  lliiof  woold  allow.  Tbia 
deciaioo  of  Iliolt  refera  to  oOiera  more  early, 
■nd  all  on  tbe  aame  firiocifile ;  and  it  it  not 
of  liiia  dtty  (liat  tbia  one  i^reat  principle  of 
•minent  mkrlic  expedience,  tbia  moral  oeoesai- 
ty^t  "  iriat  Crimea  alviuld  not  escape  wkh 
impunity,''  baa  in  all  caaea  overborne  all  the 
eommon  juridical  rulea  of  evidence — It  baa 
•veil  firevailed  over  tbe  firat  and  moat  natural 
eofiatructifin  of  acta  of  parliament,  and  that  in 
BMttera  of  ao  penal  a  nature  aa  high  treason. 
It  la  known  Uiat  atatutea  made,  not  to  open  and 
•aUrgs,  but  on  fairgrounda,  to  atraiten  prooft, 
require  two  wilneaaea  in  caaea  of  high  treaaon. 
Ho  it  was  underatood  without  diapure,  and 
without  diatinction,  until  the  argument  of  a 
Cftas  in  I  ho  high  court  of  juatice,  during  the 
usurpation.  It  was  the  case  of  the  Presby- 
terian miniater,  Love,  tried  (or  high  treason 
Against  the  commonwealth,  in  an  attempt  to 
restore  the  king.  In  (his  trial,  it  was  con- 
Undod  for  and  admitted,  that  one  witness  to 

*  In  this  slngls  point  Holt  did  not  concur  with 
Ins  rnit  of  the  juciKea. 

t  Intareat  Rslpublicn  ut  maleflcia  ne  rema- 
ntant  Impunlta. 


cf  a  kmer  cr^tr  m  ike 
It   is  ft^a^Ht   f 
aecnaifijice  ibooid  be 


policT  iif  jm 

cnaae  ociuid  doi  be  diaarhed. 

Tnere  is  bo  ra «  More  aoiid.  tbaa  dat  a 
man  kfaaS  not  eatirie  faiaBsrlf  to  pr«£l  by  bia 
own  testimoav.  Bat  aa  ia^DiaKr,  i 
(/  bifbwar  robbery,  aeay  obtain  fbrty 
to  iua  own  prUk  by  Lia  owa  evidcac 
u  BoC  ia  eocsequeace  of  positive  proviaka 
ia  lliC  act  of  paibameat  ■  it  is  a  prorisioa  of 
polky,  lest  tbe  purpoae  of  tbe  act  sfaooid  be 
delealed. 

Now,  if  policy  has  dictated  this  vciy  large 
eoDstmctioo  of  an  act  of  parliament,  cooccra- 
iai;  high  treason ;  if  tbe  saaie  potiey  has  dic- 
tated rzcef^ions  to  the  clearest  and  broadest 
roles  of  evidence,  in  other  highly  penal 
caoaes ;  and  if  aQ  this  latitude  is  taken  con- 
cerning matters  for  tbe  greater  part  within 
our  insular  bounds;— your  committee  could 
not,  with  safety  to  the  brger  and  more  re- 
medial justice  of  the  law  of  parliament,  ad- 
mit any  rules  or  pretended  roles,  uncorrected 
and  uncontrouUed  by  circumstances,  to  pre- 
vail in  a  trial,  which  regarded  offences  of  a 
nature  difficult  of  detection,  and  committed 
far  from  the  s{ihere  of  the  cffdinary  practice 
of  our  courts. 

If  any  thing  of  an  over-formal  strictness 
is  introduced  into  the  trial  of  Warren  Has- 
tings, Esquire,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  copied 
from  the  decisions  of  these  tribunals.  It  is 
with  great  satisfaction  your  committee  has 
found,  that  the  reproach  of  "  disgraceful  sub- 
tleties," inferiour  rules  of  evidence,  which 
prevent  the  discovery  of  truth,  of  forms,  and 
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modM  of  proceeding,  which  stand  in  the  way  grounds  are  established)  in  the  place  of  proofi 

of  (hat  justice,  the  forwarding  of  which  is  the  where  better  is  wanting,  but  are  to  be  alwayt 

sole  rational  object  of  their  invention,  cannot  overturned  by  counter  proof, 

fairly  be  imputed  to  the  common  law  of  Eng-  These  presumptions  mostly  go  to  the  mtenr 

land,  or  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  courts  tian.    In  all  criminal  cases,  the  crime  (except 

below.  where  the  law  itself  implies  malice)  consist! 

rather  in  the  intention  than  the  action.    NoW| 

CIRCUMSTANTIAL  EVIDENCE,  8tc.  the    intention  is  proved  but  by  two  ways; 

either,  1st,  by  confession — ^this  first  case  is 

The  rules  of  evidence  in  civil  and  in  cri-  rare  but  simple — 2dly ,  by  circumstantial  proof 

minal  cases,  in  law  and  in  equity,  being  only  — this  is  difficult,  and  requires  care  and  pains, 

reason  methodized,  are  certainly  the  same.  The  connexion  of  the  intenticm  and  the  cir- 

Your  committee  however  finds,  that  the  far  cumstances  is  plainly  of  such  a  nature,  as  more 

greater  part  of  the  law   of  evidence  to  be  to  depend  on  the  sagacity  of  the  observer,  than 

found  in  our  books,  turns  upon  questions  r^  (m  the   excellence  of  any  rule.     The  pains 

lative  to  civil  concerns.    Civil  cases  regard  taken  by  the  civilians  on  that  subject,  have 

property :    Now,  although  property  itself   is  not  been  very  fruitful ;  and  the  English  law 

not,  yet  almost  every  thing  concerning  pro-  writers  have,  periiape,  as  wisely,  in  a  maimer 

perty,  and  all  its  modifications,  is  of  artificial  abandoned  tlie  pursuit.    In  truth,  it  seems  a 

contrivance.      The  rules  concerning  it  be-  wild  attempt  to  lay  down  any  rule  for  the  proof 

come  more  positive,  as  connected  with  posi-  of  intention  by  circumstantial  evidence ;  idl  the 

tive  institution.    The  legislator  therefwe  al-  acts  of  the  party ;  all  things  that  explain  or  throw 

ways,  the  jurist  frequently,  may  ordain  certain  light  on  these  acts ;  all  the  acts  of  others  rels^ 

methods,  by  which  alone  they  will  sufifer  such  tive  to  the  affair,  that  come  to  his  knowledge, 

matters  to  be  known  and  established  ;  because,  and  may  influence  him  ;  his  friendships  and 

their  very  essence,  for  the  greater  part,  de-  enmities,  his  promises,  his  threats,  the  troth 

pends  on  the  arbitrary  conventions  of  men.  of  his  discourses,  the  falsehood  of  his  apda- 

Men   act  on  them  with  all  the  power  of  a  gies,  pretences,  and  explanations ;  his  lookSj 

Creator  over  his  creature.     They  make  fie-  his  speech  ,  his  silence  where  he  was  called  to 

tionsoflaw,  and  presumptions  of  law  (presuTi^  speak  ;  every  thing  which  tends  to  establish 

tiones   jurit  d  de  jure)    according  to   their  the  connexion  between  all  these  particulars  ;— 

ideas  of  utility — and  against  those  fictions  and  every  circumstance,  precedent,   concomitant 

against  presumptions  so  created,  they  do  and  and  subsequent,  become  parts  of  circumstantial 

may  reject  all  evidence.    However,  even  in  evidence.    These  are  in  their  nature  infinite, 

these  cases  there  is  some  restraint.  Lord  Mans-  and  cannot  be  comprehended  within  any  rule, 

field  has  let  in  a  liberal  spirit  against  the  fie-  or  brought  under  any  classification, 

tions  of  law  themselves ;  and  he  declared,  that  Now,  as  the  force  of  that  presumptive  and 

he  would  do,  what  in  one  case  he  actually  did,  conjectural  proof  rarely,  if  ever,  depends  on 

and  most  wisely — that  he  would  admit  evi-  one  fact  only,  but  is  collected  from  the  number 

dence  against  a  fiction  of  law,  when  the  fie-  and  accumulation  of  circumstances  concurrent 

tion  militated  against  the  policy  on  which  it  in  one  point,  we  do  not  find  an  instance,  until 

was  made.  this  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  (which 

Thus  it  is  with  things  which  owe  their  ex-  has  produced  many  novelties)  that  attempts 

istence  to  men :  But,  where  the  subject  is  of  a  have  been  made  by  any  court  to  call  on  the 

physical  nature,  or  of  a  moral  nature,  inde-  prosecutor  for  an  account  of  the  purpose  for 

pendent  of  their  conventions,  men  have  no  which  he  means  to  produce  each  particle  of 

other   reasonable  authority,  than  to  register  this  circumstantial  evidence,  to  tiJte  up  tha 

and  digest  the  results  of  experience  and  obser-  circumstances  one  by  one,  to  prejudge   tba 

vat  ion.    Crimes  are  the  actions  of  physical  efficacy  of  eaoh  matter  separately  in  proving 

beings,  with  an  evil  intention  abusing  their  the  point ;  and  thus  to  break  to  pieces  and  to 

physical   powers  against  justice,  and  to  the  garble  those  facts,  upon  the  multitude  of  which, 

detriment  of  society  ;  in  this  case,  fictions  of  their  combination,  and  the  relation  of  i^ll  their 

law  and  artificial  presumptions  {juris  etjwe)  component   parts  to  each  other,  and  to  the 

have  little  or  no   place.     The  presumptions  culprit,  the  wliole  force  and  virtue  of  this  evi* 

which  belong  to  criminal  cases  are  those  na-  dence  depends.     To  do  any  thing  which  can 

tural  and  popular  fHresuniptions  which  are  only  destroy  this  collective  effisct,  is  to  deny  cir> 

observations  turned  into  maxims,  like  adages  cumstantial  evidence, 

and  apothegms,  and  are  admitted  (when  their  Your  committee  too  cannot  but  eipress  thsir 
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»,  atlbap«nieuUr(Mriodoribaprai6nt  ooBtrtdicting  a  great  p«rt,  if  not  all,  of  thew 
trial,  when  the  attempU  to  which  we  have  al-  circumstances.    But  if  the  circumstances  are 
hided  first  hegan  to  be  made.     The  two  &r8t  Mich  as,  when  laid  together,  bring  conyiction 
great  branches  of  the  accusation  of  this  House  to  your  minds,  it  is  then  fully  equal,  if  not, 
against  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  relate  to  as  I  told  you  before,  nure  convineing  than 
public  and  notorious  acu,  capable  of  direct  positive  evidence."     In  the  trial  of  D^ellan 
proof;  such  as  the  expulsion  of  Cheii  Sing,  no  such  selection  was  used  as  we  have  lately 
with  its  consequences  on  the  province  of  Be-  experienced  ;  no  limitation  to  the  production 
nares,   and  the  seizure  of  the  treasures  and  of  every  matter,  before,  at,  and  after  the  fact 
jaghires  of  the  begums  of  Oude.    Yet,  in  the  charged.    The  trial  was   (as  we  conceive) 
proofof  those  crimes,  your  committee  cannot  rightly  ctuiducted  by  the  learned  judge — be- 
Justly  complain,  that  we  were  very  narrowly  cause  secret  crimes,  such  as  secret  assessina^ 
circumscribed  in  the  production  of  much  cir-  tion,  poisoning,  bribery,   peculation,  and  ex- 
cumstantial  as  well  as  positive  evidence.     We  tort  ion  (the  three  last  of  which  this  House 
did  not  find  any  serious  resistance  on  this  has  charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings)  can  very 
bead,  till  we  came  to  make  good  our  charges  rarely  be  proved  in  any  other  way.    That  way 
of  secret  crimes ;  crimes  of  a  class  and  de-  of  proof  is  made  to  give  satisfaction  to  a 
■cription,  in  the  proof  of  which,  all  judges  of  all  searching,   equitable,    and  intelligent  mind; 
countries  have  finmd   it  necessary  to  relax  and  there  must  not  be  a  failure  of  justice, 
almost  all   their  rules  of  competency ;  such  Lord  Mansfield  has  said,  that  he  did  not 
crimes  as  peculation,  pecuniary  frauds,  extor-  know  a  case,  in  which  proof  might  not  be 
tion,  and  bribery.    Eight  out  of  nine  of  the  supi^ied. 

questions  put  to  the  judges  by  tlie  lords,  in  the  Your  committee  has  resorted  to  the  trial 

first  stage  of  the  prosecution,  related  to  cir-  of  Donellan  ;  and  they  have,  and  do  much 

cianstances  offered  in  proof  of  these  secret  rely  upon  it,  fiint,  on  account  of  the  known 

crimes.  learning  and  ability  of  the  judge   who  tried 

Much  industry  aiKl  art  have  been  used,  the  cause,  and  the  particular  attention  he  has 

among  the  illiterate  and  unexperienced,  to  paid  to  the  subject  of  evidence,  which  forms 

throw  imputations  on  this  prosecution,  and  its  a  book  in  his  treatiBe  on  niai  priua.    Next, 

conduct,  because  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  because,  as  the  trial  went  whoUy  on  circnm- 

evidence  c^ered  on  this  trial  (especially  on  stantial  evidence,  the  proceedings  in  it  furnish 

the   latter  charges)  has  been  circumstantial,  some  of  the   most  complete  and  the   fullest 

Against  the  prejudices  of  the  ignorant,  your  examples  on  that  subject.    Thirdly,  because 

committee  opposes  the  judgment  of  the  learn*  the  case  is  recent;  and  the  law  cannot  be 

ed.     It  is  known  to  them  that,  when  this  proof  supposed  to  be  materially  altered  since  the 

is  in  its  greatest  perfection,  that  is,  when  it  is  time  of  that  event. 

roost  abundant  in  circumstances,  it  is  much  Comparing  the  proceedings  on  that  trial, 

superior  to  positive  proof;  and   for  this  we  and  the  doctrines  from  the  bench,  with  the 

have  the  authority  of  the  learned  judge  who  doctrines  we  have  heard  from  the  woolsack, 

presided  at  the  trial  of  Captain  Donellan :-«-  your  committee  cannot  comprehend  huw  they 

•*  On  the  partof  the  prosecution,  a  great  deal  of  can  be  reconciled.     For,  the  lords  compelled 

evidence  has  been  laid  before  you.     It  is  aU  the  managers  to  declare  lor  what  purpose  they 

circumstantial  evidence,  and  in  its  nature   it  produced  each  separate  member  of  their  cir- 

must  be  so ;  for,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  no  man  cumstantial  evidence ;  a  thing,  as  we  conceive, 

is  weak  enough  to  commit  the  act  in  the  pre-  not  usual,  and  particularly  not  observed  in  the 

sence  of  other  persons,  or  to  suffer  them  to  see  trial  of  Donellan.     We  have  observed  in  that 

what  he  does  at  the  time;  and  therefore  it  can  trial,  and  in  most  others   to  which  we  have 

only  be  made  out  by  circumstances,  either  had  occasion  to  resort,  that  the  prosecutor  is 

before  the  cumwitting  of  the  act,  at  the  time  suffered  to  proceed  narratively  and  historical- 

when  it  was  committed,  or  subsequent  to  it ;  ly,  without  interruption.    If  indeed,  it  appears 

and  a  presumption,  which  necessarily  arises  on  the  face  of  the  narration,  that  what  is  re- 

irom  circumstances,  is  very  often  more  con«  presented  to  have  been  said,  written,  or  done, 

vincing  and  more  satisfactory  than  any  other  did  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  prisoner, 

kind  of  evidence,  because  it  is  not  within  the  a  question  sometimes,  but  rarely,  has  been 

reach  and  compass  of  human  abilities  to  in-  aekivd,  whether  the  prisoner  could  be  affected 

vent  a  train  of  circumstances,  which  shall  be  with  the  knowledge  of  it.  When  a  connexion 

■o  connected  together,  as  to  amount  to  a  proof  with  the  person  oS  the  prisoner  has  been  in 

of  guilt,  without  aflS)rding  opportunities  of  any  way  shown,  or  even  promised  to  be  shown 
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the  evidence  is  allowed  to  go  on  without  fur-  and  in  a  narrative  chain  of  circumstantial 
ther  opposition.  The  sending  of  a  sealed  proof,  offered  in  evidence.  It  was  not  per- 
letter,  the  receipt  of  a  sealed  letter,  inferred  mitted  to  be  read — and  on  the  20th  and  SIst 
from  the  delivery  to  the  prisoner's  servant;  of  May  1789,  we  were  told,  from  the  wool- 
the  bare  possession  of  a  paper  written  by  any  sack,  "  that  when  a  paper  is  not  evidence  by 
other  person,  on  the  presumption  that  the  con-  itself"  (such  this  part  of  ihe  consultation  it 
tents  of  such  letters,  or  such  paper,  were  seems  was  reputed)  "  a  party  who  wishes  to 
known  to  the  prisoner  ;  and  the  being  present  introduce  a  paper  of  that  kind,  is  called  upon 
when  any  thing  was  said  or  done,  on  the  not  only  to  state,  but  to  make  out  on  proof, 
presumption  of  his  seeing  or  hearing  what  the  whole  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  pro- 
passed,  have  been  respectively  ruled  to  be  ceeds  to  make  that  paper  proper  evidence, 
sufficient.  If,  on  the  other  hand  no  circum-  That  the  evidence  that  is  produced  must  be 
stance  of  connexion  has  been  proved,  the  judge,  the  demeanour  of  the  party  respecting  that 
in  summing  up,  has  directed  the  jury  to  pay  paper ;  and  it  is  the  connexion  between  them, 
no  regard  to  a  letter  or  conversation,  the  as  material  to  the  charge  depending,  that  will 
proof  of  which  has  so  failed — a  course  much  enable  them  to  be  produced." 
less  liable  to  inconvenience,  where  the  same  Your  committee  observes,  that  this  was 
persons  decide  both  the  law  and  the  fact.  not  a  paper  foreign  to  the  prisoner,  and  sent 

To  illustrate  the  difficulties  to  which  your  to  him  as  a  letter^  the  receipt  of  which,  and 

committee  was  subjected  on  this  head,  we  his  conduct  thereon,  were  to  be  brought  home 

think  it  sufficient  to  submit  to  the  House  (re-  to  him,  to  infer  his  guilt  from  his  demeanour, 

serving  a  more  full  discussion  of  this  impor-  It  was  an  office  document  of  his  own  depart- 

tant  point  to  another  occasion)  the  following  ment,  concerning  himself,  and  kept  by  officers 

short  statement  of  an  incident  which  occurred  of  his  own,  and  by  himself  transmitted,  as  we 

in  this  trial.  have  said,  to  the  court  of  directors.    Its  proof 

By  an  express  order  of  the  court  of  direc-  was  in  the  record.    The  charge  made  against 

tors  (to  which  by  the  express  words  of  the  him,  and  his  demeanour  on  being  acquainted 

act  of  parliament,  under  which  he  held  his  with  it,  were  not  in  separate  evidence.    They 

office,  ho  was  ordered  to  yield  obedience)  all  lay  together,  and  composed  a  connected 

Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  were  direct-  narrative  of  the  business,  authenticated  by 

ed  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  offences  of  bri-  himself. 

bery  and  corruption  in  office.    On  the  Uth  In  this  case  it  seems  to  your  committee  ez- 

of  March  a  charge  in  writing  of  bribery  and  tremely  irregular  and  preposterous  to  demand 

corruption  in  office  was  brought  against  him-  previous  and  extraneous  proofs  of  the  demean- 

salf.    On  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  the  our  of  the  party  respecting  the  paper,  and 

accuser,  a  man  of  high  rank,  the  rajah  Nund-  the  connexion  between  them,  as   material  to 

comar,  appears  personally  before  the  council,  the  charge  depending;  for  this  would  be  to  try 

to  make  good  his  charge  against  Mr.  Has-  what  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  evidence 

tings  before  his  own   face.    Mr.  Hastings  would  be  on  the  issue  of  the  cause,  be(<N'e  its 

thereon  fell   into   a  very  intemperate  heat,  production. 

obstinately  refused  to  be  present  at  the  ex-  The  doctrine  so  laid  down,  demands  that 
amination,  attempted  to  dissolve  the  council,  every  several  circumstance  should  in  itself  b« 
and  contumaciously  retired  from  it.  Three  conclusive,  or  at  least  shouki  afford  a  violent 
of  the  other  members,  a  majority  of  the  coun-  presumption  ;  it  must,  we  were  told,  without 
cil,  in  execution  of  their  duty,  and  in  obedi-  question,  be  material  to  the  charge  depending : 
ence  to  the  orders  received  under  the  aci  of  but,  as  we  conceive,  its  materiality,  more  or 
parliament,  proceeded  to  take  the  evidence,  less,  is  not  in  the  first  instance  to  be  established, 
which  is  very  minute  and  particular,  and  was  To  make  it  admissible,  it  is  enough  to  give 
entered  in  the  records  of  the  council  by  the  proof,  or  to  raise  a  legal  inference,  of  its  coo- 
regular  official  secretary.  It  was  afterwards  nexion  both  with  the  charge  depending,  and 
read  in  Mr.  Hastings's  own  presence,  and  the  person  of  the  party  charged,  where  it  does 
by  him  transmitted,  under  his  own  signature,  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  evidence  offered. 
to  the  court  of  directors.  A  separate  letter  Besides,  by  this  new  doctrine,  the  materiality 
was  also  written  by  him,  about  the  same  time,  required  to  be  shown,  must  be  decided  from  a 
desiring,  on  his  part,  that  in  any  inquiry  into  consideration,  not  of  the  whole  circumstance, 
his  conduct,  "  not  a  single  word  should  es-  but,  in  truth,  of  one  half  of  the  circumstance 
cape  observation."  This  proceeding  in  the  of  adeameanour,  unconnected  with,  and  un* 
CQuncil,  your  committee,  in  its  natural  order,  explained  by,  that  on  which  it  arose,  thou^ 
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«fih»  ih»  amBfCMMC    Theie  are  ymilj  i 

bi  ifciiiM  fv  :  witjtout  die  kmt  refeifcc  to  — y  faed 

Y-3ar  I— ifii  i   ■l^rrifl  dbcr  ffmeipfe   in   UK  ■ASore  of  du^gs,  or  to  aef 

M  yet  CO  >»•  »>«  th«  £*!  favcc  and  acctcd  oana  of  jaricpradeace,  aad  cawe> 

!▼  ihi  iiw.  M  eyidfce  of  f«ut  ^F"**^  ^'^  wieble  at  errry  iaetaat,  «i  the 

to  what  tkat  iliaweww  aFpit««l ;  W«  adakit,  tbat  ia  the  order  ofi 

a  penoa  did  or  eaid  mar  thiaf .  it  BKat  ibere  is  a  diiference  belapeca  esaau- 

aad  abicrwctedlj,  that  aaii -ja  of  wicaeae  ai  chiefs  aad  cross  exaaii- 

rvai  to  hiat.  but  particularir  aad  aaiioo,  and  tbat  in  ^raet al  theae  aereral  parts 

«faat  were   tbe  eoatcats   o<  that  are  properlr  cast,  aoconfing  to  the  sifaatioa  of 

paper  :  whether  they  were  aiatters  U^dj  or  the  parties  ia  the  canse  ;  bat  there  neither  is 

wci^calj  afefed ;  within  the  powerof  the  partr  aor  can  be  anj  precise  rule  to  dtscriaiiasie 


arcBsed  to  bare  eoe£aedoa  the  tpot,  if  6dse;     the   eiact  bouads  between  eaamiaatioa  sod 
or  sach  as,  thoa^  he  auffat  bare  deaied.  he     cross  examiaatioa.    So,  as   to  lime,  there  is 


coald    not   instantlT   have  disproved.      The     neceasariiv  soase   liaut,  but  a  lioiil  hard  to 
doarine  appeared,  aad  still  appears,  to  tout     fix.     The   onlr  one  which  caa  be  fixed  with 


ttee  to  be  toCallr  abhorrent  fiioai  the     anj   tolerable  degree  of  precision,  is   wfaea 
{aaius  of  ciraaastaatial  erideace,  aad  mia-     the  judge,  after  fudly  heanag  all  parties,  is  to 


cbievoosly  subversive  of  its  use.     We  did,     consider  of  his  verdict  or  bis  aealence.  Yrhibt 
however,o&r  that  exiraaeoas  proof  which  was     the  cause  oonlinnes   under   bearing  ia  anj 


4rf  wM  of  us ;  but  it  was  reliiBed,  as  wefl  as     shape,  or  ia   any  sSage  of  the  process,  it  is 
lbs  ofiee   dociaufai.  the  daty  of  the  judge  to  receive  every  offer 


Your  coaaaitlee  tbongbt  lliiUM<W>s  the  of  evidence,  appareeliy  nnterial,  suggested  to 
more  bound  to  oonCeud  for  every  aKxie  of  eri-  him,  though  the  parties  theaMelves,  through 
dance  Is  the  mtemtion;  becaiae  in  many  of  negligence,  ignorance,  or  corrupt  collosioo, 
the  rases  the  gross  &ct  was  admitted,  and  the  Aould  not  bring  it  fiirward.  A  judge  is  not 
prisoner  aad  his  oouasel  set  up  pretences  of  placed  in  that  high  situation  merely  as  a  pas- 
public  necessity  and  public  serrice  for  his  sive  instrument  of  parties :  he  has  a  duty  of 
justification.  No  way  lay  open  (or  rebutting  his  own,  independent  of  them,  and  that  duty 
this  jivtification,  but  by  bringing  out  all  tha  is  to  investigate  the  truth.  There  may  be  no 
circumstances  attendant  on  the  transaction.  prosecutor, — in  our  law  a  permanent  prose- 

cutor  is  not  of  necessity.     The  crown   prose- 

ORDER  AND  TIME  OF  PRODU-  cutor  in  criminal  cases  is  a  grand  jury  ;  and 

CING  EVIDENCE.  this  is  dissolved  instantly  on  its  findings  and  its 

presentments.    But  if  no  prosecutor  appears, 

Tour  oonunittee  found  great  impediment  ia  (and  it  has  happened  more  than  once,)  the 

the  production  of  evidence,  not  only  on  aocomt  court  is  obliged,  through  its  officer,  the  derk  of 

of  the  general  doctrines  supposed  to  exist  coo*  the  arraigns,  to  examine  and  cross  examine 

coming  its    inadmissibility,  drawn  from  its  every  witness  who  presents  himself;  and  the 

own  alleged  natural  incompetency,  or  from  its  judge  is  to  see  it  done  effectmdly,  and  to  act 

inapplicability  under  the  pleading  of  the  im-  his  own  part  in  it;  and  this  as  long  as  evi- 

peachment  of  this  House ;  but  also  from  the  dence  shall  be  offered  within  the  time  which 

mode  of  proceeding  in  bringing  it  forward.—-  the  mode  of  trial  will  adroit. 

Here  evidaace  which  we  thought  necessary  Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  if  it  has 

to  the  ekicidation  of  the  cause  was  not  suffer-  happened,   that  witnesses  or  other  kinds  of 

ed,  upon  tha  supposed  rules  of  egitminadon  in  evidence  have  not  been  frequently  produced 

ehU/f  and  crou  esamnatianr^-f^MA  on  supposed  after  the  closing  of  the  prisoner's  defence,  or 

rules,  forming  a  distinction  between  evidenoe  sudi  evidence  has  not  been  in  reply  given,  it 

original^  produced  oo  tha  charge,  and  evi>  has  happened  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our 

dence  offered  on  the  repfy,  common  judicial  proceedings,  in  which  all  the 

On  all  these  your  committee  obsenrea  in  matter  of  evidence  must  be  presented,  whilst 

general,  that  if  the  rules,  which  respect  the  the  bodily  force  and  the  memory,    or  other 

■ubstanoe  of  tha  atridenoe,  are  (as  the  great  mental  faculties  of  men,  can  hold  out.    This 

lawyara  on  whose  authority  we  stand  assert  does  not  exceed  the  compass  of  one  natural 

they  are)  no  mora  than  rules  of  convenience,  day,  or  thereabouts ;  during  that  short  space 

much  nore  are  those  subordinate  rules,  which  of  time,  new  evidence  very  rarely  occurs  for 

rufaid  tha  oniUrt  the  manner,  and  the  time  of  production  by  luiy  of  the  partiea ;  because  tha 
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nature  of  men,  joined  to  the  nature  of  the  tri-  '^  Certainly  (says  he)  there  are  authors  who 

bunals,  andof  the  mode  of  trial  at  common  deny,  that,  after  publication  of  the  depositions, 

law  (good  and  useful  on  the  whole)  prescribe  any  new  witnesses  and  proofs,  that  can  affect 

limits  which  the  mere  principles   of  justice  the  prisoner,  ought  to  be  received,  which  (says 

would  of  themselves  never  fix.  he)  is  true  in  a  case  where  a  private  prosecu- 

But  in  other  courts,  such  as  the  court  of  tor  has  intervened,  who  produces  the  witnesses, 
chancery,  the  courts  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  But  if  the  judge  proceeds  by  way  of  inquisi- 
(except  in  prize  causes  under  the  act  c^  par-  tion  ex  qfficMy  then,  even  after  the  completion 
liament,)  and  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  of  the  examination  of  witnesses  against  the 
wherein  the  trial  is  not  by  an  enclosed  juiy ,  in  prisoner,  new  witnesses  may  be  received  and 
all  those  courts  such  strait  limits  are  not  of  course  examined;  and  on  new  grounds  of  suspicion 
necessary :  The  cause  is  continued  by  many  arising,  new  articles  may  be  formed  according 
adjournments  ;  as  long  as  the  trial  lasts,  new  to  the  common  opinion  of  the  doctors ;  and  as 
witnesses  are  examined,  (even  after  the  regu-  it  is  the  most  generally  received,  so  it  is 
lar  stage,)  for  either  party,  on  a  special  ap-  most  agreeable  to  reason."  And  in  another 
plication  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court,  chapter,  relative  to  the  ordinary  criminal  pro- 
when  the  evidence  offered  is  newly  come  to  cess  by  a  private  prosecutor,  he  lays  it  down, 
the  knowledge  or  power  of  the  party,  and  ap-  on  the  autliority  of  Angelus,  Bartolus,  and 
pears  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  material  in  the  others,  that  af\er  the  right  of  the  party  prose- 
cause.  J?ven  after  hearing,  new  witnesses  cuting  is  expired,  the  judge  taking  up  the  mat- 
have  been  examined,  or  former  witnesses  re-  ^  ter  ear  qffido  may  direct  new  witnesses  and 
examined,  not  as  the  right  of  the  parties,  but  new  proofs,  even  after  publication.  Other 
ad  informandam  eonsderiHam  judids.  All  passages  from  the  same  writer,  and  from  others, 
these  things  are  not  unfrequent  in  some,  if  not  might  be  added ;  but  your  committee  trust  that 
in  all,  of  these  courts,  and  perfectly  known  to  what  they  have  produced  is  sufficient  to  show 
the  judges  of  Westminster  Hall,  who  cannot  the  general  principles  of  the  imperial  criminal 
be  supposed  ignorant  of  the  practice  of  the  law. 

court  of  chancery ;  and  who  sit  to  try  appeids  The  modes  of  proceeding  in  the  high  court 

from  the  admiralty  and  ecclesiastical  courts  as  of  parliament  bear  a  much  greater  resemblance 

delegates.  to  the  course  of  the  court  of  chancery,  the 

But  as  criminal  prosecutions,  according  to  admiralty,  and  ecclesiastical  courts  (which  are 

the  forms  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  are  nei-  the  king's  courts  too,  and  their  law  the  law  <^ 

ther  many  nor  important  in  any  court  of  this  the  land)  than  to  those  of  the  common  law. 

part  of  the  kingdom,  your  committee  thinks  k  The  accusation  is  brought  into  parliament 

right  to  state  the  undisputed  principle   of  the  at  this  very  day  by  exhibUing  articles ;  which, 

imperial  law   firom  tlie  great  writer  on  this  your  committee  is  informed,  is  the  regular  mode 

subject  before  cited  by  us — from  Carpzovius.  of  commencing  a  criminal  prosecution,  where 

He  says,  "  that  a  doubt  has  arisen  whether,  the  office  of  the  judge  is  promoted  in  the  civil 

evidence  being  once  given  in  a  trial  on  a  pt^  and  canon  law  courts  of  this  country.     The 

lie  prosecution  {in  processu  inquisitorio)  and  answer,  again,  is  usually  specific,  both  to  the 

the  witnesses  being  examined,  it  may  be  aU  fact  and  the  law  alleged  in  each  particular  arti- 

lowed  to  form  other  and  new  articles,  and  to  cle,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  proceeding  of  the 

produce  new  witnesses."      Your  committee  civil  law,  and  not  of  the  common  law. 

must  here  observe,  that  the  processus  inquisi'  Antiently  the  resemblance  was  much  nearer 

toritis   is  that  proceeding  in  which  the  prose-  and  stronger.    Selden,  who  was  himself  a  great 

cution  is  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  judge  ornament  of  the  common  law,  and  who  was  per- 

acting  ex  qffido;  from  that  duty  of  his  office,  sonally  engaged  in  most  of  the  impeachments 

which  is  called  the  nobile  offidum  judtds.    For  of  his  time,  has  written  expressly  on  the  judi- 

the  judge  under  the  imperial  law  possesses  both  cature  in  parliament.   In  his  fourth  chapter,  in- 

Ihose  powers,  the  inquisitorial  and  the  judicial,  tituled.  Of  fVitnesseSf  he  lays  down  the  prao- 

which  m  the  high  court  of  parliament  are  more  tice  of  his  time,  as  well  as  of  antient  times, 

aptly  divided  and  exercised  by  the  different  with  respect  to  the  proof  by  examination;  and 

Houses ;  and  in  this  kind  of  process  the  House  it  is  clearly  a  practice  more  similar  to  that  of 

will  see  that  Carpzovius  coaples  the  produc-  the  civil  than  the  common  law.  <'  The  practice 

tion  of  new  witnesses  and  the  forming  of  new  at  this  day  (says  he)  is  to  swear  the  witnesses 

articles  (the  undoubted  privilege  of  the  Com-  in  open  House,    and  then  to  examine  them 

mons)  as  intimately  and  necessarily  connect-  there,  or  at  a  commiUee,  either  upon  irUerrogch 

ad.    He  then  proceeds  to  solve  the  doubt—  torin  agreed  upon  in  the  House,  or  such  as  the 
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eonmittee  in  their  discretion  shall  demand —  of  in^enoitT  ooi^ht   to  be  employed  to  baffle 

thus  it  was  in  aiitient  times,  as  shall  appear  by  chicane,  not  to  support  it.    The  case,  in  which 

the  precedents,  so  many  as  they  are,  they  ben  Lord  Mansfield  has  delivered  this  sentiment  ii 

inf;  very  s|)aring  to  record  thooe  ceremonies,  merely  a  civil  case.     In  civil  causes  of  matm 

which  I  shall  briefly  recite,  I  then  add  those  ef  tuumt  it  imports  little  to  the  commonwealth, 

of  later  times."  whether  TUm  or  MagaiuM  profits  of  a  legacy; 

Accordingly,  in  times  so  late  as  those  of  or  whether  Jnhn  a  Nakt9  or  Jt^m.  a  SBa  u 

ihe  trial  of  Lord  Middlesex,  upon  an  impeach-  leised  of  the  manor  of  Dale.  For  which  reaaoo, 

mentof  the  Commons,  the  whole  course  of  the  in  many  cases,  the    private  interests  of  meo 

proceeding,  especially  in  the  mode  of  adducing  are  left  by  courts  to  suffer  by  their  ownoe- 

the  evidence,  was  in  a  manner  the  same  as  in  gleets,  and  their  own  want   of  vigilance,  as 

the  civil  law:  Depn«iitions  were  taken,  and  their  fortunes  are  permitted  to  suffer  from  the 

publication  regularly  passed ;  and  on  the  (rial  same  causes  in  all  the  concerns  of  conunon 

of  L(>rd  Straffbrde,  both  modes  pointed  out  by  life.    But  in  crimes,  where  the  prosecution  is 

Selden  seem  to  have  been  indifferently  used.  on  the  pert  of  the  public  (as  all  criminal  fnt)se- 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  this  high  court  cutions  are,  except  appeals)  the  public  prose- 
{bound  by  none  of  their  rules)  has  a  liberty  to  cutor  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  plaintiff 
adopt  the  methods  of  any  of  the  legal  courts  of  in  a  cause  of  fneum  et  tuum  ;  nor  the  prisoner, 
the  kingdom  at  its  discretion  ;  and  in  aound  in  such  a  cause,  as  a  common  defendant.  In, 
discretion  it  ought  to  ado[)t  those,  which  bear  such  a  cause  the  state  itself  is  highly  concern* 
the  nearest  resemblance  to  its  own  constitution,  ed  in  the  event :  On  the  other  hand,  the  prisoner 
to  its  own  procedure,  and  to  its  exigencies  in  may  lose  life,  which  all  the  wealth  and  power 
the  promotion  of  justice.  There  are  conve-  of  all  the  states  in  the  world  cannot  restore  to 
niences  and  inconveniences  both  in  the  shorter  him.  Undoubtedly  the  state  ought  not  to  be 
and  the  longer  mode  of  trial.  But  to  bring  the  weighed  against  justice ;  but  it  would  be  dread- 
methods  observed  (if  such  are  in  fact  observ-  ful  indeed  if  causes  of  sudi  importance  should 
ed)  in  the  former,  only  from  necessity,  into  be  sacrificed  to  petty  regulations,  of  mere  se- 
the  latter,  by  choice,  is  to  load  it  with  the  in-  oondary  convenience,  not  at  all  adapted  to  such 
conveniency  of  both,  without  the  advantages  concerns,  nor  even  made  with  a  view  to  their 
of  either.  The  chief  benefit  of  any  process,  existence.  Your  committee  readily  adopts  the 
which  admits  of  adjournments,  is,  that  it  may  opinion  of  the  learned  Ryder,  that  it  wouki  be 
afford  means  of  fuller  iiiformation  and  more  belter  if  there  were  no  such  rules,  than  that 
mature  deliberaiion.  If  neither  of  the  parties  there  should  be  no  exceptions  to  them.  Lord 
have  a  strict  right  to  it,  yet  the  court  or  the  Hardwidee  declared  very  properly,  in  the  case 
jury,  as  the  case  may  be,  ought  to  demand  it.  of  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  against  Sir  Abraham 

Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  all  rules  Janson, "  That  political  arguments,  in  the  full- 
relative  to  laches  or  neglects  in  a  party  to  the  est  sense  of  the  word,  as  they  concerned  the 
suit,  which  may  cause  nonsuit  on  the  one  government  of  a  nation,  must  be,  and  always 
band,  or  judgment  by  default  in  the  other,  all  have  been,  of  great  weight  in  the  consideration 
things,  which  cause  the  party  oadere  in  jwre^  of  this  court.  Though  diere  be  no  dolua  malui 
ought  not  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  utmost  rigour  in  contracts,  with  regard  to  other  persons,  yet 
even  in  civil  cases ;  but  still  less  ought  that  if  the  rest  of  mankind  are  concerned  as  well  as 
spirit,  which  takes  advantage  of  lapses  and  the  parttes,  it  may  be  properly  said,  it  regards 
failures,  on  either  part,  to  be  suflTered  to  go-  the  public  utility."  Lord  Hardwicke  laid  this 
vern  in  causes  criminal.  ''Judges  ought  to  down  in  a  cause  of  metan  «t  tuum  between 
lean  against  every  attempt  to  nonsuit  a  plaintiff'  party  and  party,  where  the  public  was  concern- 
on  objections,  which  have  no  relation  to  the  ed  only  remotely,  and  iir  the  example ;  not  as 
real  merits.  It  is  unconscionable  in  a  defend-  in  this  prosecution,  when  the  politick  argu- 
ant  to  take  advantage  of  the  apices  tUigandi ;  roents  are  infinitely  stronger,  the  crime  relat- 
— against  such  objections,  every  possible  pre-  ing,  and  in  the  most  eminent  degree  relating, 
sumption  ought  to  be  made  which  ingenuity  to  die  public. 

can  sugocst.    How  disgraceful  would  it  be  to         One  case   has  happened  since    the  time 

the  administration  of  justice  to  allow  chicane  which  is  limited  by  the  order  of  the  Hoim 

to  obstruct  right !"  This  observation  of  Lord  for  this  report:  It  is  so  very  important,  that 

Mansfield  applies  equally  to  every  means,  by  we  think  ourselves  justified  in  submitting  it 

which,  indirectly  as  well  as  directly,  the  cause  to  the  House  without  delay.    Your  committee, 

may  fail,  upon  any  other  principles  than  those  on  the  supposed  rules  here  alluded  to^has  been 

of  its  merits.  He  thinks,  that  all  the  resources  prevented  fi:t«i  twr^^F»!"mg  (as  of  right)  a  wife 
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of  importance  in  the  case,  and  one  on  questioned.    The  perjury  of  tlie  witnesses  has 
whose  supposed  knowledge  of  his  most  hidden  been  more  doubted  at  some  periods,  than  the 
transaetiofts,  the  prisoner  had  himself,  in  all  regularity  of  the  process  has  been  at  any  po- 
stages of  this  business,  as  the  House  well  riod.      The  learned  lawyer  who  led  for  the 
knows,  endeavoured  to  raise  presumptions  in  Commons   in    that   impeachment    (Serjeant 
favour  of  his  cause.    Indeed  it  was  his  prin-  Maynard)  had,  near  forty  years  before,  taken 
cipal,if  not  only  justification,  as  to  the  intention  a  forward  part  in  the  great  cause  of  the  im* 
in  many  different  acts  of  corruption  charged  peachment  of  Lord  Strafforde ;  and  was,  per- 
upon  him.     The  witness  to  whom  we  allude,  haps,  of  all  men  then  in  England,  the  most 
is  Mr.  Larkins.      This  witness  came    from  conversant  in  the  law  and  usage  of  parliament. 
India  after  your  committee  had  closed   the  Jones  was  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  his  age. 
evidence  of  this  House,  in  chief;  and  could  His  colleagues  were  eminent  men. 
not  be  produced  before  the  time  of  tlie  reply.  In  the  trial  of  Lord  Strafforde  (which  has 
Your  committee  was  not  suflfered  to  examine  attracted  the  attention  of  history  more  than 
him ;  not,  as  they  could  find,  on  objections  to  any  other,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the 
the  particular  question,  as  improper,  but  upon  cause  itself,  the  skill  and  learning  of  the  pro- 
some  or  other  of  the  general  grounds  (as  they  secutors,  and  the  eminent  abilities  of  the  pri- 
believe)  on  which  Mr.  Hastings  resisted  any  soner)  afler  the  prosecutors  for  the  Commons 
evidence  from  him.     The  party,  after  having  had  gone  though  their  evidence  on  the  articles ; 
resisted  his    production,  on  the  next  sitting  after  the  prisoner  had  also  made  his  defence, 
day  admitted  him ;  and  by  consent  he  was  ex-  either  upon  each  severally,  or  upon  each  body 
amined :    Your  committee  entered  a  protest  of  articles  as  they  had  been  collected  into  one ; 
on    their  minutes  in   favour  of  their  right,  and  the  managers  had  in  the  same  meuiner  re- 
Your  committee  contended,  and  do  contend,  pUed  ;  when,  previous  to  the  general  conclud- 
that  by  the  law  of  parliament,  whilst  the  trial  ing  reply  of  the  prosecutors,  the  time  of  the 
lasts  they  have  full  right  to  call  new  evidence,  general  summing  up  (or  recollection  as  it  was 
as  the  circumstances  may  afford,  and  the  pos-  called)  of  the  whole  evidence  on  the  part  of 
ture  of  the  cause  may  demand  it.    This  right  Lord  Strafforde  arrived,  the  managers  pro- 
seems  to  have  been  asserted  by  the  managers  duced  new  evidence.    Your  committee  wishes 
for  the  Commons,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Staf-  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House  to 
ford — 32  Cha.  IL    The  managers,  in  that  case  this  case,  as  the  contest  between  the  parties 
claimed  it  as  the  right  of  the  Commons  to  did   very  nearly  resemble  the  present ;  but, 
produce  witnesses  for  the  purpose  of  fortify-  principally,  because  the  sense  of  the  lords  on 
ing  their  former  evidence.     Their  claim  was  the  law  of  parliament,  in  its  proceedings  with 
admitted  by  the  court.    It  is  an  adjudged  case  regard  to  the  reception  of  evidence,  is  there 
in  the  law  of  parliament.    Your  committee  is  distinctly  laid  down :  So  is  the  report  of  the 
weU  aware,  that  the  notorious  perjury  and  in-  judges  relative  to  the  usage  of  the  courts  be- 
faray  of  the  witnesses  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Staf^  low,  full  of  equity  and  reason,  and  in  perfect 
ford'  has  been  used  to  throw  a  shade  of  doubt  conformity  with  the  right  for  which  we  con- 
and  suspicion  on  all  that  was  transacted  on  that  tended  in  favour  of  the  public,  and  in  favour 
occasion.    But  there  is  no  force  in  such  an  of  the  court  of  peers  itself.    The  matter  is  as 
objection.    Your  committee  has  no  concern  in  follows.    Your  committee  gives  it  at  large : 
the  defence  of  these  witnesses;  nor  of  the  lords  «  After  this,  the  lord  steward  adjourned  this 
who  found  their  verdict  on  such  testimony;  House  to  Westminster  Hall;   and  the  peers 
nor  of  the  morality  of  those  who  produced  being  all  set  there  in  their  places,  the  lord 
it.     Much  may  be  said  to  palliate  errours  on  steward    commanded    the   lieutenant   of  the 
the  part  of  the  prosecutors  and  judges,  from  tower  to  bring  forth  the  Earl  of  Strafforde  to 
the  heat  of  the  times,  arising  from  the  great  the  bar ;  which  being  done,  the  lord  steward 
interests  then  agitated.    But  it  is  plain,  there  signified,  that  both  sides  might  make  a  recol- 
may  be  perjury  in  witnesses,  or  even  con-  lection  of  their  evidence,  and  the  Earl  <tf 
spiracy  unjustly  to  prosecute,  without  the  least  Strafforde  to  begin  first, 
doubt  of  the  legality  and  regularity  of  the  pro-  "  Hereupon  Mr.  Glynn  desired,  that  before 
ceedinvs  in  any  part.   This  is  too  obvious  and  the  Earl  of  Strafforde  began,  that  the  Conn- 
too  common  to  need  argument  or  illustration,  mons  might  produce  two  witnesses  to  the  fi^ 
The  proceeding  in  Lord  Stafford's  case  never  teenth  and  twenty-third  articles,  to  prove  that 
has,  for  an  hundred  and  fourteen  years,  either  there  bo  two  men  whose  names  are  Berne ; 
in  the  warm  controversies  of  parties,  or  in  the  and  so  a  mistake  will  be  made  clear.     The 
co(rf  disquisitions  of  lawyers  or  historians,  been  Earl  of  Strafforde  desired,  that  no  new  wit- 
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nty  be  adniiued  a^inst  him,  unleti  b«  Emrl  of  Hartlbrd,  Earl  of  Enez,  Earl  of  Br» 

ni^ht  be  permitted  to  prociiice  witnesses  on  his  tol,  and  the  Lord  ViscouDt  Say  et  Seale,  Ta 

part  likewise ;  which  iho  Commons  consented  drawn  up  some  reasons  upon  which  the  fonner 

lo,  so  the   Kari  of  Sirafforde  would   coftfine  order  was  made ;   which   being  read  as  M- 

himself  to  thoiie  articles  upon  which  he  made  loweth,  were  approved  of,  as  the  order  of  the 

reiiervations ;  but  he  not  agreeing  to  that,  and  House :  The  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Cooh 

the  Commuiui  insisting  upon  it ;  The  House  roons  did  declare,  that  they  challenge  them- 

was   adj<»urne'J   u>  the  usual  place  above,  to  selves,  by  the  common  justice  of  the  kingdom, 

consider  of  it ;  and  after  some  debate,  their  that  they,  being  prosecutors  for  the  king,  may 

loriUhips  ihouj^ht  it  fit,  That  the  members  of  bring  any  new  proofr  by  witnesses  during  the 

the  Commons  go  on  in  producing  new  wit-  timeof  the  evidence  being  not  fully  concluded. 

ne.Kxos,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  the  fideenth  The  lords,  being  judges,  and  so  equal  to  ifaem 

and  twenty-third  articles ;  and  that  the  Earl  and  the  prisoner,  conceived  this  their  desire 

of   Strafilurde   may   presently  produce    such  to  be  just  and  reasonable ;  and  also  that,  by  the 

witnesses  as  are  present ;  and  such  as  are  same  common  justice,  the  prisoner  may  use 

not,  to  name  ihem  presently,  and  to  proceed  the  same  liberty;  and  that,  to  avoid  anyocct- 

on  Monday  next ;  and  also,  if  the  Commons  sions  of  delay,  the  lords  thought  fit  thai  the  ar- 

and  Earl  of  Strafibrde  will  proceed  upon  any  tides  and  witnesses  be  presently  named,  and 

other  articles,  upon  new  matter,  they  are  to  such  as  may  be  presently  produced  to  be  used 

name  the  witnesses  and  articles  on  both  sides  presently  ;  and  no  further  time  to  be  given, 

presently,  and  to  proceed  on  Monday  next ;  The  lord  steward  was  to  let  them  know,  that 

but  both  sides  may  waive  it  if  they  will.    The  if  they  will  ou  both  sides  waive  the  use  of  new 

lord  steward  adjourned  this  House  to  West-  witnesses,  they  may  proceed  to  the  recoileo- 

minster  Hall ;  and,  being  returned  thither,  sig-  tion  of  their  evidence  on  both  sides ;  if  both 

nified  what  the  lords  had  thought  fit  for  the  sides  will  not  waive  it,  then  the  lord  steward  is 

better  proceeding  in  the  business.     The  Earl  to  read  the  precedent  order;  and,  if  they  will 

of  Strafibrde,  upon   this,  desiring  not  to  be  not  proceed  then,  this  House  is  to  adjourn  and 

limited  lo  any  reservation,  but  to  be  at  liberty  rise.'' 

for  what  articles  are  convenient  for  him  to  for-  By  this  it  will  appear  to  the  House,  how 
(ify  with  new  witnesses  ;  (o  which  the  Com-  much  this  exclusion  of  evidence,  brought  for 
mons  not  assenting,  and  for  otiier  scruples  t^  diaoooery  ^  IrutA,  is  unsupported  either  by 
which  did  arise  in  the  case,  one  of  the  peers  parliamentary  precedent,  or  by  the  rule  as  un- 
did desire  that  the  House  might  be  adjourned,  derstood  in  the  common  law  courts  below ;  and 
to  consider  further  of  the  particulars.  Here-  your  committee  (protesting  however  against 
upon  the  lord  steward  adjourned  the  House  to  being  bound  by  any  of  tlie  technical  rules  of 
the  usual  place  above.  The  lords,  being  come  inferiour  courts)  thought  and  think  they  had  a 
up  into  the  House,  fell  into  debate  of  the  right  to  see  such  a  body  of  precedents  and  argu- 
business ;  and,  for  the  better  informing  of  their  raents  for  the  rejection  of  evidence  during  trial, 
judgments  what  was  the  course  and  common  in  some  court  or  other,  before  they  were  in  this 
justice  of  the  kingdom,  propounded  this  ques-  matter  stopped  and  concluded, 
tion  to  the  judges ;  Whether  it  be  according  to  Your  committee  has  not  been  able  to  ex- 
the  course  of  practice,  and  common  justice,  amine  every  criminal  trial  in  the  voluminous 
before  the  judges  in  their  several  courts,  for  the  collection  of  the  state  trials,  or  elsewhere ;  but 
prosecutors  in  behalf  of  the  king,  during  the  having  referred  to  the  most  laborious  compiler 
time  of  trial,  to  produce  witnesses  to  discover  the  of  law  and  equity,  Mr.  Viner,  who  has  allot- 
truth,  and  whether  the  prisoner  may  not  do  the  ted  a  whole  volume  to  the  title  of  evidence, 
like?  The  lord  chief  justice  delivered  this,  we  find  but  one  ruled  case  in  a  trial  at  com- 
as the  unanimous  opinions  of  himself  and  all  mon  law,  before  or  since,  where  new  evidence 
the  rest  of  the  judges:  That,  according  to  the  for  the  discovery  of  truth  has  been  rejected, 
courts  of  practice,  and  common  justice,  before  as  not  being  in  due  time.  *'  A  privy  verdict 
tliem  in  their  several  courts,  upon  trial  by  jury  had  been  given  in  B.  R.  14  Eliz.  for  the 
as  long  as  the  prisoner  is  at  the  bar,  and  the  defendant,  but  afterwards  before  the  inquest 
jury  not  sent  away,  either  side  may  give  their  gave  their  verdict  openly,  the  plaintifi* prayed 
evidence,  and  examine  witnesses  to  discover  that  he  might  give  more  evidence  to  the  jury, 
truth  ;  and  this  is  all  the  opinion  as  we  can  he  having  (as  it  seeme<i)  discovered  that  the 
give  concerning  the  proceedings  before  us.  jury  had  found  against  him,  but  the  justices 
Upon  some  consideration  aAer  this  the  House  would  not  admit  him  to  do  so  :  but  aAer  that 
appointed  the  Earl  of  Bath,  Earl  of  South' ten,  Southcote,  J.  had  been  in  G.  P.  to  ask  the 
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spinioo  of  the  justices  there,  they  took  the  fered  there,  that  it  is  to  be  regarded  in  the 
verdict."    In  tliis  case  the  offer  of  new  evi-  light  of  a  case  frequently  determined  by  legal 
dance  was  not  during  the  trial.     The  trial  was  authority.   If  such  had  been  discovered,  though 
over.  The  verdict  was  actually  delivered  to  the  your  cdfiimittee  never  could  have  allowed  these 
judge.    There  was  also  an  appearance  that  the  precedents  as  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  high 
discovery  of  the  actual  finding  had  suggested  to  court  of  parliament,  yet  they  should  not  be  sur^ 
the  plaintiff  the  production  of  new  evidence^  prised  to  see  the  inferiour  judges  forming  their 
yet  it  appeared  to  the  judges  so  strong  a  mea-  opinions  on  their  own  confined  practice.    Your 
Bure  to  refuse  evidence,  whilst  any,  even  formal  committee,  in  their  inquiry,  has  found  compa<^ 
appearance  remained,  that  the  trial  was  not  ratively  few  reports  of  criminal  trials,  except 
closed,  that  they  sent  a  judge  from  the  bench  the  collection  under  the  title  of  State  Trials, 
into  the  Common  Pleas  to  obtain  the  opinion  a  book  compiled  from  materials  of  very  various 
of  their  brethren   there,   before   they   could  authority,  and  in  none  of  those  which  we  have 
venture  to  take  upon  them  to  consider  the  time  seen  is  there,  as  appears  to  us,  a  single  exam- 
for  production  of  evidence  as  elapsed.     The  pie  of  the  rejection  of  evidence,  similar  to  that 
caseof  refusal,  taken  with  its  circumstances,  is  rejected  by  the  advice  of  the  judges  in  the 
full  as  strong  an  example  in  favour  of  the  re-  House  of  Lords.     Neither,  if  such  examples 
port  of  the  judges  in  Lord  Strafforde^s  case,  as  did  exist,  could  your  committee  allow  them  to 
any  precedent  of  admittance  can  be.  *ppiy  directly  and  necessarily  as  a  measure  of 
The  researches  of  your  committee  not  hav<«  reason  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  constitut- 
ing furnished  them  with  any  cases  in  which  ed  so  very  differently  from  those  in  which  the 
evidence  has  been  rejected  during  the  trial,  common  law  is  administered.     In  the   trials 
as  being  out  of  time,  we  have  found  some  below,  the  judges  decide  on  the  competency  of 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  actually  receiv-  the  evidence  before  it  goes  to  the  jury,  and 
ed;  and  received  not  to  repel  any  new  matter  (under  the  correctives  in  the  use  of  their  dis- 
in  the  prisoner's  defence — but  when  the  priso"  cretion  stated  before  in  this  report)  with  great 
ner  had  called  all  his  witnesses,  and  thereby  propriety  and  wisdom.     Juries  are  taken  pro- 
closed  his  defence.    A  remarkable  instance  miscuoiTsly  from  the  mass  of  the  people ;  they 
occurred  on   the  trial   of  Harrison,  for   the  are  composed  of  men  who,  in  many  instances, 
murder  of  Dr.  Clenche.     The  justices  who  in  most  perhaps,  never  were  concerned  in  any 
tried  the  cause,  (viz.)  lord  chief  justice  Holt,  causes,  judicially  or  otherwise,  before  the  time 
and  the  justices  Atkins  and  Nevil,  admitted  of  their  service.     They  have  generally  no  pre- 
the  prosecutor  to  call  new  evidence,  for  no  vious  preparation  or  possible  knowledge  of  the 
other  reason  but  that  a  new  witness  was  then  matters  to  be  tried,  or  what  is  applicable  or 
come  into  court,  who  had  not  been  in  court  inapplicable   to  them ;  and  they  decide  in  a 
before.    These  justices  apparently  were  of  the  space  of  time  too  short  for  any  nice  or  critical 
same  opinion  on  this  point  with  the  justices  disquisition.     The  judges,  therefore,  of  neces- 
who  gave  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  Lord  sity,  must  forestall  the  evidence  where  there  is 
Strafforde.    Your  committee,  on  this  point,  as  a  doubt  on  its  competence,  and  indeed  observe 
on  the  former,  cannot  discover  any  authority  much  on  its  credibility,  or  the   most  dreadful 
for  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  consequences  might  follow.     The  institution 
law  of  parliament,  or  in  the  law  practice  of  any  of  juries,  if  not  thus  qualified,  could  not  exist, 
court  in  this  kingdom.  Lord  Mansfield  makes  the  same  observation 

with  regard  to  another  corrective  of  the  short 

PRACTICE  BELOW.  mode  of  trial— that  of  a  new;  trial. 

This  is  the  law,  and  this  its  policy.     The 

Your  committee  not  having  learned  that  the  jury  are  not  to  decide  on  the  comj>etency  of 

resolutions  of  the  judges  (by  which  the  lords  witnesses,  or  of  any  other  kind  of  evidence,  in 

have  been  guided)  were  supported  by  any  au-  any  way  whatsoever.    Nothing  of  that  kind 

thority  in  law  to  which  they  could  have  access,  can  come  before  them.    But  the  lords  in  the 

have  heard  by  rumour,  that  they  have  been  high  court  of  parliament  are  not,  either  actu- 

justified  upon  the  practice  of  the  courts,  in  ally  or  virtually,  a  jury.    No  legal  power  is 

ordinary  trials  by  commission  of  oyer  and  ter-  interposed  between  them  and  evidence ;  they 

miner.     To  give  any  legal  precision  to  this  are  themselves  by  law  fully  and  exchisively 

term  of  practice,  as  thus  applied,  your  com-  equal  to  it.     They  are  persons  of  high  rank, 

mittee   apprehends   it   must   mean — ^that   the  generally  of  the  best  education,  and  of  suffi* 

judge  in  those  criminal  trials  has  so  regularly  cient  knowledge  of  the  world ;  and  they  are  a 

rejected  a  certain  kind  of  evidence  when  of-  permanent,  a  settled,  a  corporate,  and  not  ai> 
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occasiooftl  aad  trantitory  judicature.    But  it  thoaeofegipeOafejurisdiction  which  come  befon 

is  to  be  ieared,  that  the  authority  of  the  judges  them.  In  cases  of  appeal  or  of  errour  (which 

(in  the  case  of  juries  legal)  may,  from  that  is  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal)  the  court  of  &p- 

example,  weigh  with  the  lords  further  than  its  ped  is  obliged  to  judge,  not  by  its  own  rules, 

reason,  or  its  applicability  to  the  judicial  ca-  acting  in  another  capacity,  or  by  those  which 

pacity  of  the  peers  can  support.     It  is  to  be  it  shall  choose  pro  re  nata  to  make,  but  by  the 

feared,  that  if  the  lords  should  think  themselves  rules  of  the  inferiour  court  from  wheoce  the 

bound  implicitly  to  submit  to  this  authority,  appeal  comes,  for  the  fault  or  the  mistake  of 

that  at  length  they  may  come  to  think  them-  the  inferiour  judge  is,  that  he  has  not  pro> 

•elves  to  be  no  better  than  jurors,  and  may  vir-  ceeded  as  he  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  law 

tually  consent  to  a  partition  of  that  judicature,  which  he  was  to  administer ;  and  the  correetioa) 

which  the  law  has  left  to  them  whole,  supreme,  if  such  shall  take  place,  is  to  compel  the  court 

uncontroulled,  and  final.  from  whence  the  appeal  comes,  to  act  as  origi- 

This  final  and  independent  judicature,  be-  nally  it  ought  to  have  acted  according  to  law, 

cause  it  is  final  and  independent,  ought  to  be  as  the  law  ought  to  have  been  understood  and 

very  cautious  with  regard  to  the  rejection  of  evi-  practised  in  that  tribunal.    The  lords,  in  such 

dence.     If  incompetent  evidence  is  received  by  cases  of  necessity,  judge  on  the  grounds  of  the 

them,  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  their  judging  law,  and  practice  of  the  courts  below ;  and  this 

upon  it  afterwards  according  to  its  value.     It  they  can  very  rarely  learn  with  precision,  but 

may  have  no  weight  in  their  judgment ;  but  if,  from  the  body  of  the  judges.     Of  course  much 

upon  advice  of  others,  they  previously  reject  deference   is,  and  ought   to  be  had  to  their 

Information  necessary  to   their  proper  judg-  opinions.   But  by  this  means  a  confusion  may 

ment,  they  have  no  intermediate  means  of  set-  arise  (if  not  well  guarded  against)  between  what 

ting  themselves  right,  and  they  injure  the  cause  they  do  in  their  appdlaie  jurisdiction,  which  is 

of  justice  without  any  remedy.    Against  er-  frequent,  and  what  they  ought  to  do  in  their 

rours  of  juries,  there  is  remedy  by  a  new  trial ;  original  jurisdiction,  which  is  rare:  and  by 

against  er  rours  of  judges  there  is  remedy,  in  this  the  whole  original  jurisdiction  of  the  peers, 

civil  causes,  by  demurrer  and  bUls  of  ezcep-  and  the  whole  law  and  usage  of  parliament,  at 

tions ;  against  their  final  mistake  there  is  re-  least  in  their  virtue  and  spirit,  may  be  consi- 

medy  by  writ  of  errour,  in  courts  of  common  derably  impaired. 

law.  In  chancery  there  is  a  remedy  by  appeal.  After  having  thus  submitted  to  the  House 

If  they  wilfully  err  in  the  rejection  of  evidence,  the  general  tenour  cf  the  proceedings  in  this 

there  was  formerly  the  terroiir  existing  of  pu-  trial,  your  committee  will,  with  all  convenient 

nishment  by  impeachment  of  the  Commons ; —  speed,  lay  before  the  House  the  proceedings  on 

but  with  regard  to  the  lords,  there  is  no  remedy  each  head  of  evidence  separately,  which  has 

ibr  errour,  no  punishment  for  a  wilful  wrong.  been  rejected ;  and  this  they  hope  will  put  the 

Your  committee  conceives  it  not  improbable  House  more  perfectly  in  possession  of  the  prin- 

that  this  apparently  total  and  unreserved  sub-  cipal  causes  of  the  length  of  this  trial,  as  well 

missionofthelordstothedictatesof  the  judges  as  of  the  injury  which  parliamentary  justice 

of  the  uiferiotu'  courts  (no  proper  judges  in  any  may,  in  their  opinion,  8ufi*er  from  those  pr^ 

light,  or  in  any  degree ,  of  the  law  of  parliament)  ceedings. 
may  be  owing  to  the  very  few  causes  of  ort- 

gvud  jurisdiction,  and  the  great  multitude  of  SOth  April,  1794. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  1.  will,  therefore,  before  I  conclude,  mention  thoi« 

which  weighed  with  me,  and,  I  believe,  with 

IN  THE  CASE  OF  EARL  FERRERS*  many  others  of  the  judges. 

APRIL  nth,  1760.  REASONS,  &c. 

Thk  House  ofPeers  unanimously  found  Earl  Every  proceeding  in  the  House  of  Peers 

Ferrers  guilty  of  the  felony  and  murder  whereof  acting  in  its  judicial  capacity,  whether  upon 

he  stood  indicted  ;  and  the  earl  being  brought  writ  of  errour,  impeachment,  or  indictment, 

to  the  bar,  the  high  steward  acquainted  him  removed  thither  by  certiorari,  is  in  judgment 

therewith ;  and  the  House  immediately  adjourn-  of  law  a  proceeding  before  the  king  in  parlia- 

ed  to  the  chamber  of  parliament:  and  having  roent:  and  therefore  the  House,  in  all  those 

pat  the  following  question  to  the  judges,  ad-  cases,  may  not  improperly  be  styled,  the  court 

joumed  to  the  next  day.  of  onr  lord  the  king  in  parliament.     This  court 

"  Supposing  a  peer,  so  indicted  and  con-  is  founded  upon  immemorial  usage,  upon  tho 

▼icted,  ought  by  law,  to  receive  judgment  as  law  and  custom  of  parliament,  and  is  part  of 

aforesaid,  and  the  day  appointed  bythejudg-  the  original  system  of  our  constitution.    It  is 

ment  for  execution  should  laspe  before  such  open  for  all  the  purposes  of  judicature  during 

execution  done,  whether  a  new  time  may  be  the  continuance  of  the  parliament:  itopenethat 

appointed  for  the  execution,  and  by  whom  V  the  beginning  and  shutteth  at  the  end  of  every 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  House  then  sitting  session ;  just  as   the  court  of  king's  bench, 

in  the  chamber  of  parliament,  the  lord  chief  which  is  likewise  in  judgment  of  law  held  be-- 

baron,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  fore  the  king  himself,  openeth  and  shutteth 

common    p1ea»,  delivered,   in    writing,   the  with  the  term.    The  authority  of  this  court, 

opinion  of  the  judges,  which  they  had  agreed  or,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  its  constant 

on  and  reduced  into  form  that  morning.    His  activity  for  the  ends  of  public  justice,  independ- 

lordship  added  many  weighty  reasons  in  sup-  ent  of  any  special  powers  derived  from   the 

port  of  the  opinion ;  which  he  urged  with  great  crown,  is  not  doubted  in  the  case  of  writs  of 

strength  and  propriety,  and  delivered  with  a  errour  from  those  courts  of  law  whence  errour 

becoming  dignity.  lieth  in  parliament,  and  of  impeachments  for 

misdemeanours. 

TO  THE  SECOND  dUESTION.  It  was  formerly  doubted,  whether,  in  the 

case  of  an  impeachment  for  treason,  and  in 

"  Supposing  the  day  appointed  by  the  judg-  the  case  of  an  indictment  against  a  peer  for 

ment  for  execution  should  lapse  before  such  any  capital  crime,  removed  into  parliament 

execution  done,  (which,  however,  the  law  will  by  certiorari,  whether  in  these  cases  the  court 

not  presume,)  we  are  all  of  opinion,  that  a  can  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment,  without  an 

new  time  may  be  appointed  for  the  execution,  high  steward,  appointed  by  special  commission 

either  by  the  high  court  of  parliament,  before  from  the  crown.     This  doubt  seemeth  to  have 

which  such  peer  shall  have  been  attainted,  arisen  from  the  not  distinguishing  between  a 

or  by  the  court  of  king's  bench,  the  parliament  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the  high  steward, 

not  then  sitting  ;  the  record  of  the  attainder  and  that  before  the  king  in  parliament.     The 

being  properly  removed  into  that  court."  name,  style,  and  title  of  office  is  the  same  in 

The  reasons  upon  which  the  judges  founded  both  cases ;  but  the  office,  the  powers,  and  pre- 

their  answer  to  the  question  relating  to  the  eminences  annexed  to  it,  differ  very  widely ; 

further  proceedings  of  the  House  ader  the  high  and  so  doth  the  constitut  ion  of  the  courts  where 

steward's    commission  dissolved,  which    is  the  offices  are  executed.    The  identity  of  the 

usually  done  upon  pronouncing  judgment,  may  name   may  have   confounded  our   ideas,  as 

poesiUy  require  some  further  discussion.    I  equivocal  words  often  do,  ifthe  nature  of  things 
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is  not  attended  to ;  but  the  nature  of  the  offices,  parliament,  whether  such  appointment  be  made 
properly  stated,  will  I    hope   remove    every  or  not.     It  actelh  in  its  judicial  capacity  in 
doubt  on  these  points.     In  (he  court  of  the  every  order  made  touching  the  time  and  place 
high  steward,  he  alono  is  judge  in  all  points  of  the  trial,  the  postponing  the  trial  from  time 
of  law  and  practice  \  the  peers  triers  are  merely  to  time  upon  petition,  according  to  the  nature 
judges  of  fact,  and  are  summoned  by  virtue  of  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  allowance  or 
a   precept   from  the  high  steward,  to  appear  non-allowance  of  counsel  to  the  prisoner,  and 
before  him   on  the  day  appointed  by  him  for  other  matters  relative  to  the  trial  ;*  and  all 
the  trial,  Ul  Rei  Veritas  melius  sciri  poterit.  this  before  an  high  steward  hath  been  appoint- 
Thc  high  steward's  commission,  after  reciting  ed.    And  so  little  was  it  apprekoided,  in  some 
that  an  indictment  hath  been  found  against  the  cases  which  I  shall  mention  presently,  that  the 
peer  by  the  grand  jury  of  the   proper  county,  existence  of  the  court  depoKled  oo  the  appoint- 
impoweretli  him  to  send  for  the  indictment,  to  ment  of  an  high  steward,  that  the  court  itself 
convene  the  prisoner  before  him,  at  such  day  directed  in  what  manner,  and  by  what  form  of 
and  place  as  he  shall  appoint,  then  and  there  words,  he  should  be  appointed.     It  bath  like- 
to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  of  such  in-  wise  received  and  recorded  the  prisoner's  con- 
dictment ;  to  cause  the  peers  triers  tot  and  tales,  feesicm,  which  amounteth  to  a  conviction,  before 
per  quos  Roi  Veritas  melius  sciri  poterit,  at  the  appointment  of  an  high  steward ;  and  bath 
the  same  day  and  place  to  appear  before  him,  allowed  to  prisoners  the  benefit  of  acts  of 
Veritatequeindecompert^,  to  proceed  to  judg-  general  pardon,  where  they  appeared  entitled 
ment  according  to  the  law  and  custom  of  Eng-  to  it,  as  well  without  the  appointment  of  an 
land,    and    thereupon   to  award  execution.-*  high  steward,  as  after  his  commission  dissolved. 
By  this  it  is  plain  that  the  sole  right  of  judica-  And  when,  in  the  case  of  irapeachrocnts,  the 
ture  is  in  cases  of  this  kind  vested  in  the  high  C6mmons  hare  sometimes,  at  conferences  be- 
steward ;  that  it  residelh  solely  in  the  person ;  tween  the  Houses,  attempted  to  interpose  in 
and   consequently   without    the  commission,  matters  preparatory  to  the  trial,  the  general 
which  is  but  in  nature  of  a  commission  of  oyer  answer  hath  been,  "  This  is  a  point  of  judica- 
and  terminer,  no  one  step  can  be  taken  in  order  ture  upon  which  the  lords  will  not  confer;" 
to  a  trial ;  and  thut  when  his  commission  is  they  impose  ''  silence  upon  themselves,*'  or  to 
dissolved,  which  he  declareth  by  breaking  his  that  effect.     I  need  not  here  cite  instances  ; 
staff,  the  court  no  longer  existeth.  every  man  who  hath  consulted  the  journals  of 

But  in  a  trial  of  a  peer  in  full  parliament,  either  House  hath  met  with  many  of  them. 

or,  to  speak  with  legal  precision,  before  the  I  will  now  cite  a  few  cases,  applicable,  in 

king  in  parliament,  for  a  capital  offence,  whe-  my  (pinion,  to  the  present  question.    And  1 

ther  upon  impeachment  or  indictment,  the  case  shall  confine  myself  to  such  as  have  happened 

is  quite  otherwise ;  every  peer  present  at  the  since  the  Restoration ;  because,  in  questions  of 

trial,  and  every  temporal  peer,  hath  a  right  to  this  kind,  modern  cases,  settled  with  detlbera- 

be  present  in  every  part  of  the  proceeding;  tion,  and  upon  a  view  of  former  precedent«>,  give 

Toteth  upon  every  question  of  law  and  fact ;  more  light  and  satisfaction  than  the  deepest 

and  the  question  is  carried  by  the  major  vote,  search  into  antiquity  can   afford.     And  also 

the  high  steward  himself  voting  merely  as  a  because  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the  pri- 

peer  and  member  of  that   court,  in  common  vileges  of  parliament,  and  the  rights  of  the  sub- 

with  the  rest  of  the  peers,  and  in  no  other  ject  in  general,  appear  to  have  been  more  stu- 

right.  died,  and  better  understood,  at  and  for  some 

It  hath  indeed  been  usual,  and  very  expedi-  years  before  that  period,  than  in  former  ages. 

ent  it  is,  in  point  of  order  and  regularity,  and  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Danby,  and  the 

for  the  solemnity  of  the  proceeding,  to  appoint  popish  lords  then   under   impeachments,  the 

an  officer  for  presiding  during  the  time  of  the  lords,  on  the  6th  of  May    1769,    appointed 

trial,  and  until  judgment,  and  to  give  him  the  time  and  place  for  hearing  the  Earl  of  Dan- 

stjle  and  title  of  steward  of  England ;  but  this  by,  by  his  counsel,  upon  the  validity  of  his  plea 

roaketh  no  sort  of  alteration  in  the  constitution  c^  pardon,  and  for  the  trials  of  the  other  lords ; 

of  the  court ;  it  is  the  same  court  founded  in  and  voted  ah  address  to  his  majesty,  praymg 

immemorial  usage,  in  the  law  and  custom  of  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  high 

steward  for  those  purposes.   These  votes  were, 

*  See  Lonl  Clarendon's  commission  as  high 

steward,  and  the  writs  and  precepts  prepara*  *  See  the  orders  previous  to  the  trial,  in  the 

tory  10  the  trial,  In  Lord  Morley's  case.    vn.  cases  of  the  Lords  Kilmarnock,  &c.  and  Lord 

Bu  Tri.  Lovat,  and  many  other  modern  cases. 
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on  the  next  day,  communicated  to  the  Con*-  tarda  may  proceed  m  tuck  triaU  if  an  fiigh 
mons  by  message  in  the  usual  manner.  On  atewccrd  be  not  appointed  according  to  their 
the  8th,  at  a  conference  between 'the  Houses,  humUe  deaireP  On  the  13th  the  lord  pre- 
upon  the  subject  matter  of  that  message,  the  sident  reported,  That  the  committees  <^  both 
Conunons  expressed  themselves  to  the  follow*  Houses  hiEulmet  that  morning,  and  discoursed, 
ing  effect:  "  They  cannot  apprehend  what  in  the  first  place,  on  the  matter  of  a  lord  high 
should  induce  your  lordships  to  address  his  steward,  and  had  perused  f(»rmer  commissions 
majesty  for  an  high  steward,  for  determining  the  for  the  office  of  high  steward ;  and  then,  put- 
validity  of  the  pardon  which  hath  been  pleaded  ting  the  House  in  mind  of  the  order  and  re- 
by  the  Earl  of  Danby,  as  also  for  the  trial  of  solution  of  the  preceding  day,  proposed  froa 
the  other  five  lords,  because  they  conceive  the  the  committees  that  a  new  commission  might 
constituting  an  high  steward  is  not  necessary,  issue,  so  as  the  words  in  the  commission  may 
but  that  judgment  may  be  given  in  parliament  be  thus  changed,  viz.  Instead  of  Ac  pro  eo 
upon  impeachment  without  an  high  steward ;"  quod  officium  Seneschalli  Angliss  (cujus 
andconcluded  with  a  proposition,  that  for  avoid-  praesentia  in  hac  parte  requiritur)  utaccepip 
ing  any  interruption  or  delay,  a  committee  of  mus  jam  vacat,  may  be  inserted,  Ac  pro  eo 
both  bouses  might  be  nominated,  to  consider  qubd  proceres  et  magnatus  in  pailiamento 
of  the  most  proper  ways  and  methods  of  pro-  nostro  assemblati,  nofaM  humiliter  supplica* 
ceeding.  This  proposition  the  House  of  veruiU  ut  Senesdmllum  Anglise  pro  hac  vice 
Peers,  after  a  long  debate,  rejected.  Diaeetk-  constituere  dignaremur ;  to  which  the  HouM 
tientibu8t  Finch,*  chancellour,  aad  many  other  agreed.§ 

lords.    However,  on  the  11th,  the  Commons'  It  must  be  admitted  that  precedents  drawn 

proposition  of  the  8th  was,  upon  a  second  de-  from  times  c^  ferment  and  jealousy,  as  these 

bate,  agreed  to ;  and  the  lord  chancellour,  lord  were,  lose  much  of  their  weight,  since  passion 

president,  and  ten  other  lords,  were  named  of  and  par^  prejudice  generally  mingle  in  tbo 

the  committee,  to  meet  and  confer  with  acorn-  contest ;  yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that  these 

mittee  of  the  Commons.     The  next  day  the  are  resolutions  in  which  both  Houses  concurred| 

lord  president  reported.  That  the  committees  and  in  which  the  rights  f^  both  were  thou|^ 

of  both  Houses  met  that  morning,  and  made  to  be  very  nearly  concerned;  the  Commons* 

an  entrance  into  the  business  refeired  to  them ;  right  of  impeaching  with  effect,  and  the  whole 

that  the  Commons  desired  to  see  the  oommis-  judicature  of  the  lords  in  capital  cases.    For 

aions  that  are  prepared  for  an  high  steward  if  the  appointment  of  an  high  steward  was  ad- 

at  these  trials,  and  also  the  commissions  in  mitted  to  be  of  absolute  necessity  (however 

the  Lord  Pembroke's  and  the  Lord  Morley's  necessary  it  may  be  for  the  regularity  and 

cases.  That  to  this  the  lords'  committees  said,  solemnity  of  the  proceeding  during  the  trials 

'^  The  high  steward  i»  but  epeaker  pro  iemporef  and  and  until  judgment,  which  I  do  not  dispute,) 

^veA  hie  vote  todlae  the  other  kfrdt;  this  diangeA  every  impeachment  may,  for  a  reason  too  ob- 

not  the  nature  of  the  oowt.    And  the  lords  de-  vious  to  be  mentioned,  be  rendered  inefieo- 

dared  they  have  power  enou^  to  proceed  to  tual ;  and  the  judicature  of  the  lords,  in  aS 

trial,  thou^  the  lung  should  not  name  an  hig^  capital  cases,  nugatory, 

steward.!    That  this  seemed  to  be  a  satisfiio-  It  was  firom  a  jealousy  of  this  kind,  not  at 

tim  to  the  Commons,  provided  it  was  entered  in  diat  juncture  altogether  groundless,  and  to 

die  lards'  journals,  which  are  records."   Ac-  guard  against  every  thingirom  whence  the  n^ 

cordingly,  on  the  same  day,  **  It  ie  declared  and  cessity  of  an  high  steward,  in  the  case  of  an 

ordered f  by  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporai  inpar*  impeachment  might  be  inferred,  that  the  Com- 
Uament assembled,  that  the<iffioe  qf  anhighsteuh 

ard  upon  trials  ofpters  vpan  inqteachmentSt  is  t  This  resoluUon  my  lord  chief  baron  refer- 
no!  necessary  to  the  House  (f  Peers;  but  thai  the  fed  to  and  cited  in  his  argument  upon  the  se- 
cond question  proposed  to  the  judges,  which  la 
before  seated. 
*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Nottingham.  $  This  aasndment  arose  fhrni  an  exeeptkni 
t  In  the  Commons'  iournal  of  the  Ifith  of  Msy  (aken  to  the  eommlssion  by  the  committee  for 
it  standeth  thus :  Their  lordships  further  declare  the  Commons,  which  as  it  then  stood  did  In  their 
to  the  committee,  that  a  lord  high  steward  was  opinion  imply  that  the  constituting  a  lord  high 
made  Aoe  trice  on) V.    That  notwithstanding  the  steward   was  necessary.    Whereupon   it  was 
maklngofa  lord  high  steward,  the  oourt  remain-  agreed  by  the  whole  committee  of  Lords  and 
sd  the  same,  and  was  not  thereby  altered,  but  still  Commons,  that  the  commission  should  be  re- 
remained  the  court  of  peers  in  parliament  That  called,  and  a  new  commisdon,  according  to  the 
the  lord  hi^  steward  was  but  as  a  speaker  or  said  amendment,  issue,  to  bear  date  after  the 
chairman,  m  the  more  orderly  proceeding  at  order  and  resolution  of  the  13th,  (Commons' 
the  trials.  Journal  of  the  ISih  of  May.) 
Vol.  III.-34 
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proposed,  and  the  lords  readily  agreed  to  by  the  Commons,  Ae  pro  to  qubd  qffkiuin 
to,  the  amendment  in  the  steward's  commis-  Seneschatti  AngUtB  {ct^us  pneaentia  m  hae 
irion  which  I  have  already  stated.  And  it  hath,  parte  requmttor)  vt  accepimua  Jam  vaoost,  are 
I  confess,  great  weight  with  me,  that  this  still  retained ;  but  this  proreth  bo  more  than 
amendment,  which  was  at  the  same  time  di-  that  the  great  seal,  having  no  authority  to  vary 
reeled  in  the  cases  of  the  five  popish  lords,  in  point  of  form,  hath  from  time  to  time  very 
Ik  hen  commissions  should  pass  for  their  trials,  prtulently  followed  antient  precedents, 
bath  taken  place,  in  every  commission  upon  I  have  already  stated  the  substance  of  the 
impeadiments  for  treason,  since  that  time.*  commission,  in  a  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the 
And  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  in  the  case  high  steward.  I  will  now  state  the  substance 
of  Lord  Lovat,  when  neither  the  heat  of  the  ofthat  in  a  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the  peers 
times,  nor  the  jealousy  of  the  parties,  had  any  in  parliament.  And  shall  make  use  ofthat  in 
Aaxe  in  the  proceeding,  the  House  ordered,  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Kilmamodc  and  others, 
*<  That  the  commission  for  appointing  a  lord  as  being  the  latest,  and  in  point  of  form  agree- 
high  steward  shall  be  in  the  like  form  as  that  ing  with  the  former  precedents.  The  commia- 
for  the  trial  of  the  Lord  Viscount  Stafford,  aion,  after  reciting  that  William  Earl  of  Ki^ 
u  entered  in  the  journal  of  this  House,  on  mamock,  &c.  stand  indicted  before  commis- 
tfae  90th  of  November  1680,  except  that  the  sionersofgaol  delivery,  in  the  county  (^Surrey, 
fame  shall  be  in  the  English  language.*'!  ibr  high  treason,  in  levying  war  against  the 

I  will  make  a  short  observation  on  this  matter,  king ;  and  that  the  king  int^eth  that  the  said 

The  order,  on  the  13th  of  May  1679,  for  William  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  &c.  shall  be 

▼arying  the  form  of  the  commission,  was,  as  heard,  examined,  sentenced,  and  adjudged  be- 

ai^areth  by  the  journal,  plainly  made,  in  con-  fore  himself  in  this  present  parliament,  tooch- 

■equence  of  the  resolution  of  the  12th,  and  ing  the  said  treason,  and  Ibr  that  the  office 

was  founded  on  it ;  and  consequently  the  con-  of  steward  of  Great  l^tain  (whose  presence 

■tant  unvarying  practice  with  regard  to  the  is  required  up<ni  this  occasion)  is  now  vacant, 

new  form  goeth,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  way  as  we  are  informed,  appointeth  the  then  lord 

towards  showing,  that  in  the  sense  of  all  sue-  chancellour  steward  of  Great  Britain,  to  bear, 

ceeding  times,  Uiat  resolution  was   not  the  execute,  and  exennse  (for  this  time)  the  said 

result  of  faction,  or  a  blameable  jealousy,  but  office,  with  all  things  due  and  belonging  to  the 

was  founded  in  sound  reason  and  true  policy,  same  office,  in  that  behalf. 

It  may  be  objected,  that  the  resolution  of  the  What,  therefore,  are  the  things  due  and  be- 

12th  oif  May  1679,  goeth  no  further  than  to  a  longing  to  the  office  io  a  case  of  this  kind  ? 

proceeding  upon  impeachment.    The  letter  of  Not,  as  in  the  court  of  the  high  steward,  a 

the  resolution,  it  is  admitted,  goeth  no  further ;  right  of  judicature ;  for  the  commission  itself 

bat  this  is  easily  accounted  for:  A  proceeding  supposeth  that  right  to  reside  in  a  court  then 

by  impeachment  was  the  subject  matter  of  the  subsisting  before  the  king  in  parliament.    The 

conforence,  and  the  Commons  had  no  pretence  parties  are  to  be  there  heard,  sentenced,  and 

to  interpose  in  any  other.    But  what  say  the  adjudged.    What  share  in  the  proceeding  doth 

lords  ?    The  high  steward  is  but  as  a  speaker  the  high  steward  then  take  ?    By  the  |Hiu:tice 

or  chairman,  |>ro  tempore,  for  the  more  orderly  and  usage  of  the  court  <^  the  peers  in  paiiia- 

proceeding  at  the  trials ;  the  appointment  of  him  ment  he  giveth  his  vote  as  a  member  diereof 

doth  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  court,  which  with  the  rest  of  the  peers ;  but  for  the  sake  of 

still  remaineth  the  court  of  the  peers  in  parlia-  regularity  and  order,  he  presideth  during  the 

ment    From  these  premises,  they  draw  the  trial,  and  until  judgment,  as  diairman  or 

conclusion  I  have  mentioned.    Are  not  these  speaker,  j>ro(e}i9>ore.  In  that  respect,  therefore, 

premises  equally  true  in  the  case  of  a  proceed-  it  may  be  properly  enough  said,  that  his  pre- 

ing  upon  indictment  ?    They  tmdoubtedly  are.  sence  is  required  during  the  trial,  and  until 

It  must  likewise  be  admitted,  that  in  the  pro-  judgment,  and  in  no  other.    Herein  I  see  no 

oeeding  upon  indictment,  the  hi|^  stewajrd's  difference  between  the  case  of  an  impeacfa- 

commissioo  hath  never  varied  fi^om  the  an-  ment,  and  of  an  indictment.    I  say,  during  the 

tient  htm  in  such  cases.    The  words  objected  time  of  the  trial,  and  until  judgment,  because 

the  court  hath,  as  I  obsenred  befcNre,  firom  time 

*  See,  ki  the  State  Trials,  the  commissions  in  to  time  done  various  acts,  plainly  judicial,  be- 

the  cases  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  Earl  of  Der-  fore  the  appointment  of  an  high  steward,  and 

Km  *^'**^'**^^"~^*''^^^'*'^'^^^'^  where  no  high  steward  hath  ever  been  appoint- 

t  See  the  proceedings  printed  by  order  of  the  •^»  *™^  ®^®'*  ^^^  *®  commission  dissohred. 

House  of  Lords,  (4th  February  1746.)  I  will  to  this  purpose  cite  a  few  casesi 
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I  begin  with  ihe  latest,  because  they  are  the  and  the  other  lords  impeached  at  the  same  tim*) 
latest,  and  were  ruled  with  great  deliberation,  the  House  received  and  recorded  the  confe*- 
and,  for  the  most  part,  upon  a  view  of  former  sions  of  those  of  them  who  pleaded  guilty,  long 
precedents.  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Kil-  before  the  teste  of  the  high  steward's  commis- 
marnock  and  others,  the  lords,  on  the  24th  of  sion,  which  issued  merely  for  the  solemnity  of 
June  1746,  ordered,  that  a  writ  or  writs  of  cer-  giving  judgment  against  them  upon  their  co»- 
tiorari  be  issued  for  removing  the  indictments  viction.  This  appeareth  by  the  commission 
before  the  House ;  and  on  the  26th  the  writ,  itself:  it  reciteth,  that  the  Earl  of  Derwenl- 
which  is  made  returnable  before  the  king  in  water  and  others,  Coram  nobis  in  prsesenti  pai^ 
parliament,  with  the  return  and  indictments,  liamento,  had  been  impeached  by  the  Con- 
was  received  and  read.  On  the  next  day,  up-  mons  for  high  treason,  and  had.  Coram  nobis 
on  the  report  of  the  lords'  committees,  that  in  prsesenti  parliamento,  pleaded  guilty  to  that 
they  had  been  attended  by  the  two  chief  jus-  impeachment ;  and  that  the  king,  intending 
tices,  and  chief  baron,  and  had  heard  them,  that  the  said  Earl  of  Derwentwater  and  othera, 
touching  the  construction  of  the  act  of  the  7th  de  et  pro  proditi(me  unde  ipsi  ut  preefertur 
and  8th  of  King  William,  *'  For  regulating  impetit',  accusit*,  et  convict'  existunt  coram 
trials  in  cases  of  high  treason  and  misprislcm  nobis  in  preesenti  parliamento,  secundum  le- 
of  treason,"  the  House,  upon  reading  the  report,  gem  et  consuetudinera  hujus  regni  nostri  Mag- 
came  to  several  resolutions,  founded  for  the  ne  Britanniae  audientur,  sententientur,  et  ad- 
most  part  on  the  construction  of  that  act.  What  judicentur,  oonstituteth  the  then  lord  chancellow 
that  construction  was,  appeareth  from  the  lord  high  steward  (hac  vice)  to  do  and  execute  all 
high  steward's  address  to  the  prisoners,  just  things  which  to  the  office  of  high  steward  in 
before  their  arraignment  Having  mentioned  that  behalf  do  belong.  The  receiving  and  re* 
that  act,  as  one  happy  consequence  of  the  re-  cording  the  confession  of  the  prisoners,  whidi 
volution,  he  addeth, "  However  injuriously  that  amounted  to  a  conviction,  so  that  nothing  re- 
revolution  hath  been  traduced,  whatever  at-  mained  but  proceeding  to  judgment,  was  cer- 
tempts  have  been  made  to  subvert  this  happy  tainly  an  exercise  of  judicial  authority,  which 
establishment  founded  on  it,  your  lordships  will  no  assembly,  how  great  soever,  nut  having  full 
now  have  the  benefit  of  that  in  its  full  extent."  cognizance  of  the  cause,  could  exercise. 

I  need  not,  afler  this,  mention  any  other  ju-  In  the  case  of  Lord  Salisbury,  who  had  been 

dicial  acts  done  by  the  House  in  this  case,  be-  impeached  by  the  Commons  for  high  treason, 

fore  the  appointment  of  the  high  steward—  the  lords,  upon  his  petition,  allowed  him  the 

many  there  are.    For,  the  putting  a  construe-  benefit  of  the  act  of  general  pardon  passed  in 
tion  upon  an  act  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  .  the  second  year  of  William  and  Mary,  so  &r 

court,  and  the  right  of  the  subject  at  the  trial,  as  to  discharge  him  from  his  imprisonment 

and  in  the  proceedings  preparatory  to  it,  and  upon  a  construction  they  put  upon  that  act,  no 

this  in  a  case  entirely  new,  and  upon  a  point,  to  high  steward  ever  having  been  appointed  in 

say  no  more  in  this  place,  not  extremely  clear,  that  case.    On  the  2d  of  October,  1690,  upon 

was  undoubtedly  an  exercise  of  authority  pro-  reading  the  earl's  petition,  setting  forth  that 

per  only  for  a  court  having  full  cognizance  of  he  had  been  a  prisoner  for  a  year  and  nine 

the  cause.  months  in  the  tower,  notwithstanding  the  late 

I  will  not  minutely  enumerate  the  several  act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  and  prajring  to 

orders  made  preparatory  to  the  trial  of  Lord  be  discharged,  the  lords  ordered  the  judges  to 

Lovat,  and  in  the  several  cases  I  shall  have  attend  on  the  Monday  following,  to  give  their 

occasion  to  mention,  touching  the  time   and  opinions,  whether  the  said  earl  be  pardoned  by 

place  of  the  trial,  the  allowance  or  non-allow-  the  act.     On  6th  the  judges  delivered  their 

ance  of  counsel,  and  other  matters  of  the  like  opinions,  that  if  his  offence  was  committed 

kind,  all  plainly  judicial,  because  the  like  orders  before  the  13th  of  February  1688,  and  not  in 

occur  in  all  the  cases  where  a  journal  of  the  Ireland,  or  beyond  the  seas,  he  is  pardoned, 

preparatory  steps  hath  been  published  by  order  Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  he  be  admit- 

of  the  peers.    With  regard  to  Lord  Lovat's  ted  to  bail,  and  the  next  day  he  and  hissuretiei 

case,  I  think  the  order  directing  the  form  of  entered  into  a  recognizance  of  bail,  himself  in 

the  high  steward's  commission,  which  I  have  £.10,000  and  two  sureties  in  £.6,000  each ; 

already  taken  notice  of,  is  not  very  consistent  and  on  the  SOth  he  and  his  sureties  were,  after 

with  the  idea  of  a  court,  whose  powers  can  be  a  long  debate,  discharged  from  their  recogni- 

supposed  to  depend,  at  any  point  of  time,  upon  zance.    It  will  not  be   material  to  inquire, 

the  existence  or  dissolution  of  that  commission,  whetherthe  House  did  right  in  discharging  the 

In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  earl,  without  giving  the  Commons- an  apjfortn* 
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■ily  of  being  heard ;  since,  in  (act,  they  daim-  made,  in  the  case  olC  Lord  Nairn.    I  obsenre^ 

•d  and  exercised  a  right  of  judicature  without  diat  the  lord  chancellorar  did  not  ask  these 

•a  high  steward — which  is  the  only  use  I  make  kntls  what  they  had  to  say  why  execution 

<if  this  case.  should  not  be  awarded.     There  was,  it  is 

They  did  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  probable,  some  little  delicacy  as  to  that  point. 

of  Camwarth,  the  Lords  Widdrington  and  But  since  the  allowance  of  the  benefit  of  the 

Nairn,  long  after  the  high  steward's  commis-  act,  as  to  life  and  liberty,  which  was  all  that 

•ion  dissolved.      These  lords  had  judgment  was  prayed,  was  an  effectual  bar  to  any  fiiture 

passed  on  them  at  the  same  time  that  judgment  imprisonment  on  that  account,  and   also  to 

was  given  against  the  Lords  Derwentwater,  execution,  and   might  have  been  pleaded  as 

Nithsdale,  and  Kenmure ;  and  judgment  being  lach  in  any  court  whatsoever ;  the  whole  prcH 

given,  the  high  steward  inomediately  broke  his  ceeding  must  be  admitted  to  have  beoi  in  a 

■laff,  and  declared  4he  commission  dissolved,  dourt  having  complete  jurisdiction  in  the  case, 

They  continued  prisoners  in  the  tower,  un-  notwithstanding  the  high  steward's  coounis- 

der  reprieves,  till  the  passing  of  the  act  of  ge-  aion  had  been  long  dissolved — ^which  is  all  the 

■eral  pardon,  in  the  3d  of  King  George  the  ose  I  intended  to  make  of  this  case. 

First.    On  the  21st  of  November  1717,  the  I  will  not  recapitulate;   the  cases  I  have 

House  being  informed  that  diese  lords  had  se-  cited,  and  the  concIusioDs  drawn  firom  them, 

^Fsrally  entered  into  recognizances  before  one  are  brought  into  a  very  narrow  compass.    I 

of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  for  will  only  add,  it  would  sound  extremely  harsh 

dwir  appearance  in  the  House  in  this  sessions  to  say,  that  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdictioD, 

of  parliament ;  and  that  the  Lords  Camwarth  founded  in  immemorial  usage,  and  held  in 

•nd  Widdrington  were  attended  accordingly ;  judgment  of  law  before  the  king  himself,  can 

•nd  that  the  Lord  Nairn  was  iH  at  Bath,  and  in  any  event  whatever  be  under  an  utter  incap 

eottki  not  then  attend  ;  the  Lords  Camwarth  pacity  of  proceeding  to  trial  and  judgment, 

•nd  Widdrington  were  called ;  and  severalty  eidier  of  condenmation  or  acquittal,  the  ulti- 

at  the  bar  prayed  that  their  appearance  might  mate  objects  of  every  criminal  proceeding. 

be  recorded ;  lUcewise  prayed  the  benefit  of  3ie  without  certain  suppl^ental  powers  derived 

act  for  his  majesty's  general  and  free  pardon,  fi-om  the  crown. 

Whereupon  the  House  ordered,  that  their  ap-  These  cases,  with  the  observations  I  have 

pearance  be  recorded,  and  that  they  attend  made  (m  them,  1  hope  sufficiently  warrant  the 

•gain  to-morrow,  in  order  to  plead  the  pardon,  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  that  part  of  the 

And  the  recognizance  of  the  Lord  Naim  was  second  question  in  the  case  of  the  late  Earl 

respited  till  tlMt  day  fortnight.    On  the  mor-  Ferrers,  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 

row  the  Lords  Camwarth  and  Widdrington,  And  also  what  was  advanced  by  the  lord  chief 

then  attending,  were  called  in;  and  the  lord  baron  in  his  argument  on  that  question,  "  that 

chancellour  acquainted  them  severally,  that  it  though  the  office  of  high  steward  should  hap- 

appeared  by  the  records  of  the  House,  that  they  pen  to  determine  before  execution  done  ao- 

■everally  stood  attainted  of  high  treason ;  ai^  cording  to  the  judgment,  yet  the  court  of  the 

asked  them  severally,  what  they  had  to  say,  why  peers  in  parliament,  where  that  judgment  was 

they  should  not  be  remanded  to  the  tower  c^  given,  would  subsist  for  all  the  purposes  c^ 

London  ?     Thereupon  they  severally,  upon  justice  during  the  sitting  of  the  parliament." 

their  knees,  prayed  the  benefit  of  the  act,  and  And  consequently  that  in  the  case  supposed 

that  they  might  have  their  lives  and  liber^  by  the  question,  that  court  might  appoint  a 

pursuant  thereunto.   And  the  attoraey-genoral}  new  day  fcnr  the  execution, 
niio  then  attended  for  that  purpose,  declaring 

that  he  had  no  objection,  on  his  majesty's  behalf  ■ 
to  what  was  prayed,  conceiving  that  those  lords, 

not  having  made  any  escape  since  their  convio-  APPENDIX,  No.  2. 

&«,  wen.  mUUed  to  the  benefit  of  the  act ;  ^„,„„„  ^^^  Jy  rt,  l«dito  rte  Jndg„, 

the  House,  after  readmg  the  clause  m  the  act  ^.    ^,     -.     "^   i^J;  «/•  Mr-,.«-«  rr^mt^^ura 

cognizances,  and  gave  them  leave  to  depart 

without  further  day  given  for  their  appearance.  First  Qi«ertton.— Whether,  when  a  witness 

On  the  6th  of  December  following  the  like  produced  and  examined  in  a  criminal  proceed- 

DToceedings  were  had,  and  the  like  orden  ii^  1^  a  proseoitor  disclaims  all  knowledge 
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of  any  matter  so  interrogated,  it  be  oonpetent  Esquire,  oonncilloars,  eonstitiited  and  appoiSi 

for  sQch  prosecutor  to  pursue  sudi  examina-  the  goremour-gaieral  and  oooncil  of  tiie  ( 

tion,  by  proposing  a  question  containing  the  United  Company's  Presidency  of  Fort  WB 

particulars  of  an  answer  supposed  te  have  in  Bengal,  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in 

been  made  by  such  witness  before  a  commit-  last  session,  imituled,  **  An  act  for  estafoltsl 

tee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  in  any  oth«r  certain  regulations  fi>r  the  better  managen: 

place ;  and  by  demanding  of  him  wh^er  the  c(  the  affairs  of  die  East-India  Company, 

particulars  so  suggested  were  not  the  answer  well  in  India  as  in  Europe  ;**  of  the  29tl 

he  had  so  made  ?    1788,  Feb.  29.~Pa.  418.  March  1774,  Par.  SI,  92,  and  35 ;  the  oon 

tation  of  the  11th  March  1775 ;  the  corno 

Answer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  tion  of  the  ISth  of  March  1775,  up  to  the  t 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinioil  that  Mr.  Hastings  left  the  council ;  the  con 

of  the  judges,  upon  the  question  of  law  put  to  tation  of  the  SOdi  of  March  1775 ;  the  le 

them  on  Friday  the  29th  of  February  last,  as  written  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  dh 

follows — *'  That  when  a  witness  produced  and  tors  on  the  25th  of  March  1775— it  being  aHe 

examined  in  a  criminal  proceeding  by  a  pro-  that  Mr.  Hastings  took '  no'  steps  to  ezpl 

secutor  disclaims  all  knowledge  of  any  matter  or  defend  his  conduct — are  sufficient  to  inl 

so  interrogated,  it  is  not  competent  fer  stM^h  duce  the  examination  of  Nundcomar,  or 

prosecutor  to  pursue  such  examinatiop,  by  pr^^  proceedings  of  the  rest  of  the  oounoiHoufs 

posing  a  question  eontaintng  the  partieidars  the  said  ISdi  of  March,  after  Mr.  Hastings 

of  an  answer  supposed  to  hare  been  made  by  the  council,  such  examinatien  and  prooeedi 

such  witness  befiwe  a  committee  of  Ae  Hoostf  charging  Mr.  Hastings   with  corruptly  i 

of  Commons,  or  in  any  other  place ;  and  bj  ceiving  three  lacks  54,105  rupees  ? 

demanding  of  him  vi^iether  the  particulars  so  1789,  May  2t. — ^Pa.  790 
suggested  were  not  tho  answers  he  had  so 

maide."                1788,  April  10. — ^Pa.  592.  ulnsioer.— The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  co 

of  exdiequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opini 

Second  Quettion, — ^Whether  it  be  competent  of  die  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  1 

for  the  managers  to  produce  an  examination  negative— and  gave  his  reasons, 

taken  without  oath  by  the  rest  of  the  council  1789,  May  27. — ^Pa.  771 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hastings  the  govomour* 

general,  charging  Mr.  Hastings  with  corruptly  Fourth  Queation.— Whether  the  public  i 

receiving  three  lacks  54,105  rupees,  which  ex-  counts  of  the  nizamot  and  bhela,  under  I 

amination  came  to  his  knowledge,  and  was  by  seal  of  the  begum,  attested  also  by  the  nab 

him  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  as  a  and  transmitted  by  Mr.  Goring  to  the  board 

proceeding  of  the  said  councillours,  in  order  to  council  at  Calcutta,  in  a  letter  bearing  di 

introduce  the  proof  of  his  demeanour  ther»-  die  29di  June  1775,  received  by  them,  recon! 

upon ; — it  being  alleged  by  the  managers  for  without  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastin 

the  Commons,  that  he  took  no  steps  to  clear  and  transmitted  by  him  likewise  without  < 

himself,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  directors,  of  jection  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  alleged 

the  guilt  thereby  imputed,  but  that  he  took  contain  accounts  e-money  received  by  Mr.  Hi 

active  means  to  prevent  the  examination  by  tings;  and  it  being  in  proof  that  Mr.  Hasth 

the  said  counciOours  of  his  servant  Cantoo  on  the  llth  of  May  1778,  moved  the  board 

Baboo  ?                1789,  May  14.— -Pa.  677.  compty  with  the  requisitions  of  die  nabob  IM 

bareck  ul  £>owlah,  to  reappoint  the  Mun 

^fuieer.— The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  Begum,  and  rajah  Goordass  (who  made 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  those  accounts)  to  the  respective  offices  tli 

of  the  judges,  upon  th»  said  question,  in  the  before  filled — and  which  was  accordindy  i 

negative — and  gave  his  reasons.  solved  by  the  board— ought  to  be  read  7 

1789,  May  20.— P&.  718.  1789,  June  17.— Pa.  855. 


Third  Quution.— Whether  the  instructions  ^nnoer.— The  k>rd  chief  baron  of  die  cQi 

fi^m  the  court  of  directors  of  the  United  Com-  of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opini 

pany  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  1 

East-Indies  to  Warren  Hastings,   Esquire,  negative — and  gave  his  reasons. 

go?emour-general ;  Lieutenant-general  John  1789,  June  24.— Pa.  922i 
Clavering,  the  Honourable  George  Monson, 

Richard  BarweH, Esquiro, and  PlulipFhriKa%  Fifth  QimKmii.— Wbedier  die  paper  di 


{ 
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«w«d  I17  Sir  Elijah  Impej,  00  tbe  7th  of  Julj  of  the  judges  upon  the  nid  qaestion—^' Thit 

1775,  in  the  mipreme  court,  to  the  lecretary  it  ti  not  competent  to  the  managers  for  the 

.of  the  supreme  council,  in  order  to  be  trans-  Commons  to  put  the  foQowing  question  to  the 

■itted  to  the  council  as  the  resolution  of  the  witness,  upon  the  sixth  article  of  charge ;  vis. 

Qourt  in  respect  to  the  claim  made  for  Roy  What  impression  the  letting  of  the  lands  to 

Radachum,  on  account  of  his  being  rakeel  of  Kelleram  and  CuUian  Sing  made  on  the  mindi 

the  nabob  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah— 4nd  which  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country** — and  gave 

paper  was  the  subject  of  the  deliberation  of  the  hif  reasons.          1 790,  April  29. — ^Pa.  41S. 
oouncil  on  the  31st  July  1775|  Mr.  Hastings 

being  then  present,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  Eighth  Queslum.— Whether  it  be  competent 

the  court  of  directors,  as  a  ground  for  such  in-  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  put  die 

■tractions  from  the  court  of  directors  as  the  following  question  to  the  witness,  upon  the 

.occasion  miffht  seem  to  require    may  be  ad-  seventh  article  of  charge ;  viz.  *  *  Whether 

Bitted  as  evidence  of  the  actual  state  and  situ-  more  oppressicms  did  actually  exist  under  die 

Oikm  of  the  nabob,  with  reference  to  the  Eng-  new  institution  than  under  die  old?" 

bh  government  ?    1789,  July  t.— Pa.  1001.  1790,  April  29.— Pa.  415. 

Amkvmx, — ^The  brd  chief  baron  of  the  court  Aiuwer. — ^The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

cf  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  of  exchequer  delivered  die  unanimous  opinion 

of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  the  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  question — «  That 

affinniUtve— «Dd  gave  his  reasons.  it  is  not  con^tent  to  the  managers  ibr  the 

1789,  July  7.^Pa.  1030.  Commons  to  put  the  following  question  to  the 

witness,  upon  the  seventh  article  of  charge ; 
Sixth  QuetCion.— Whether  it  be,  or  be  not,  tbe.  WheUier  more  opfuressions  did  actually 
competent  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  exist  under  the  new  institution  than  under  the 
to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge  in  the  sixth  old"— «nd  gave  his  reasons, 
article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at  which  the  de-  1790,  May  4. — ^Pa.  428. 
fendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let  the  lands  men- 
tioned in  the  said  sixth  article  of  charge,  to  Ninth  Quettion. — Whether  the  letter  of  the 
Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was  deficients-  13thApril  1781  can  be  given  in  evidence  by  the 
and  whether,if  proof  were  offered  that  the  rent  managers  for  the  (commons,  to  prove  that  the 
feu  into  arrear  immediately  after  the  letting,the  letter  of  the  5th  of  May  1 781 ,  already  given  in 
evidence  would  in  that  case  be  c(nnpetent.  evidence,  relative  to  the  abolition  of  Uie  provin- 
1790,  April  22. — Pa.  364.  cial  council,  and  the  subsequent  appointment  of 

the  committee  of  revenue,was  false  in  any  other 

^nstoer .— >The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  particular  than  that  which  is  charged  in  the  7th 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  article  of  charge  ?   1 790,  May  ^. — ^Pa.  557. 
of  the  judges  upon  the  said  question—^*  That 

it  is  not  competent  to  the  managers  for  the  An»wer» — The  lord  chief  harem  of  the  courtof 

Comnxms  to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  of 

in  the  sixth  article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at  the  judges  upcm  the  said  question — "  That  it  is 

which  the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let  the  not  competent  for  the  managers  on  die  part  of 

lands  mentioned  in  the  said  sixth  utide  of  the  Commons  to  give  any  evidence  oa  the  se- 

charge,  to  Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear,  and  was  venth  article  of  impeachment,  to  prove  that  the 

deficient**— and  gave  his  reasons.  letter  of  the  5th  May  1781  is  false  in  any  other 

1790,  April  27  .—Pa.  388.  particular  than  that  wherein  it  is  expressly 

charged  to  be  false**— and  gave  his  reasons. 

Seventh  Question. — ^Whether  itbe  compe-  1790,  June  2.— Pa.  834. 
tent  for  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  put 

the  following  question  to  the  witness  upon  the  Tenth  Question.— Whether  it  be  competent 

sixth  article  of  charge :  viz.  *^  What  impres-  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  examine 

sion  the  letting  of  ^e  lands  to  Kelleram  and  the  witness  to  any  account  of  the  debate  which 

CuUian  Sing  made  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabit-  was  had  on  the  9th  day  of  July  1 778,  previous 

ants  of  that  country  ?**  to  the  written  minutes  that  appear  upon  the 

1 790,  April  27.— Pa.  391 .  consultation  of  that  date  ? 

1794,  February  25.— Lords'  Minutes. 
Antwer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

of  oxchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  ^nnoer.— The  lord  chief justico  of  the  oovt 
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of  common  pleas  delivered  the  UDanimotti  made  up(m  Cheit  Sing  and  the  period  of  Us 

opinion  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  ques-  leaving  Bengal,  it  was  at  any  time  in  his 

tion — "  That  it  is  not  competent  to  the  mana-  power  to  have  reversed  or  put  a  stop  to  the  do> 

gers  for  the  Commons  to  examine  the  witnesSj  mand  upon  Cheit  Sing,  the  same  not  being 

Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  to  any  account  of  the  relative  to  any  matter  originally  given  in  en« 

debate  which  was  had  <»  the  9th  day  of  Jufy  dence  by  the  defendant"-— and  gave  his  reasons. 

1778,  previous  to  the  written  minutes  that  ap-  1794,  March  1.— Lords'  Minutes, 
pear  upon  the  consultation  of  that  date"— and 

gave  his  reasons.  Twelfth  ^untion, — ^Whether  a  paper,  read 

1794,  February  27.— Lords'  Minutes.  in  the  court  of  directors  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber 1783,  and  then  referred  by  them  to  the 

Eleventh  Question.— Whether  it  is  oomp»-  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 

tent  for  the  managers  for  the  Comm<»i8,  in  court ;  and  again  read  in  the  oourt  of  directors 

reply,  to  ask  the  witness,  whether,  between  on  the  19th  of  November  178S,  and  amended, 

the  time  of  the  original  demand  being  made  and  ordered  by  them  to  be  published  (or  ths 

upon  Cheit  Sing,  and  the  period  of  the  witness's  informatian  of  the  proprietors,  can  be  received 

leaving  Bengal,  it  was  at  any  time  in  his  in  evidence  in  reply  to  rebut  the  evidence 

power  to  have  reversed  or  put  a  atop  to  the  de-  given  by  the  defendant,  of  the  thanks  of  tho 

mand  upon  Cheit  Sing;  the  same  not  being  court  of  directors,  signified  to  him  on  the  tSlli 

relative  to  any  matter  originally  given  in  evi-  of  June  1785. 

dence  by  the  defendant  ?  1794,  March  Iw— Lords'  Minutes. 
1794,  February  27.— Lords'  Minutes. 

^fMtoer.— Whereupon  the  lord  diief  justice 

Answer. — The  lord  chief  justice  of  the  ooort  of  the  oourt  of  common  pleas,  having  oonfened 

of  common  pleas  delivered  the  unanimous  with  the  rest  of  tlie  judges  present,  delivered 

opinion  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  question—  their  unanimous  opinion  upon  the  said  qiise> 

<'  That  it  is  not  competent  for  the  managers  ibr  tion,  in  the  negative    and  gave  his  reasons, 

the  Commons  to  ask  the  witness,  whether,  1794,  March  L-Loids*  Minutes, 
between  the  time  of  the  original  demand  being 
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